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THE author’s preface. 

I HAD flattered rnyfeif that Mr. Schipano, a very learned man, and my particular 
friend, would have taken the trouble of adjufting the collefUon of letters he had 
received from me at different places, in which I gave him a fketch of the particulars of 
my travels; he having promifed to digeft my crude accounts into a conne&ed and 
hiftorical fhape, fo as to form a perfeft book of them. Had he had leifure to dilate on 
them as they required, and put them in regular order, they would have afforded a 
much more finifhed production, in point of elegance and inftrudtion, than from under 
my hands. 

That this did not take place, I impute rather to the numerous occupations of my 
friend than any coolnefs towards me ; and poffibly the excefltve abundance of matter 
with which my long letters were furcharged, tended to prevent his redu&ion of them 
into any proportionate body. On myfelf, therefore, has devolved the care of hinder¬ 
ing my extenfive travels from going without the reward more honourable than inter eft cd, 
of meeting the public eye, and of preventing the world itfelf from being deprived of the 
profit and pleafure deducible from them. 

The mere recital made by me publicly in the Academy of Humoriftsat Rome, fhortly 
after my return from the Levant, was infufficient to fatisfy either myfelf or thofe who 
tol. jx. b read 
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read it; feeing that however juft my defeription of the matter I detailed, I could in a 
difcourfe of no more than a few hours, but Sightly and imperfectly expatiate on the 
fubllance. Much have I defired to fee thefe relations in a more perfect form, and 
more regularly difpofed in refpeft to the various matter, that they'might fo be belter 
adapted to the inftruftibn of the ftudious; this, however, to me would have been a 
labour as tedious as difficult, on which account, to fave toil, as advifed by my friends, 

1 have rcfolved on prefen ting them to the public in the fame ftape of epidolafy detail 
in which they were communicated to Mr. Schipano at Naples ; and, notwithftanding 
I had neither the patience or inclination on the 1'pots whence I wrote to take copies of 
them, I have had the good fortune of finding the whole of my letters complete, not one 
having been loft that 1 had addrefled to my friend, who had favoured a number of 
perfons of honour with copies of them, both at Naples and Rome, felicitous of them 
after hearing them read as amufing and gratifying to curiofity. 

Either I am deceived, or they are now given much ameliorated anti more correft 
than in the original, as I have been ftudious of amending every fault of language or 
orthography with which they were replete ; of retrenching in many places light and 
frivolous cireumftances relative individually to myfelf, which I had candidly and 
frankly related to a confidential friend, but without intention of publifliing to the 
world. 

In lieu of thefe frivolities retrenched I have fubftituted matter eflential to the fubjefts, 
either omitted in hurry or fuperfidally treated, with intention of amplifying upon them 
at leifure on feme future occafion. My friends have generally conceived, in unifon with 
me, that this form of letters is belt calculated to pleafe the reader, as much from its 
novelty (the familiar ftyle being rather unnfual for hiftorical matter) as from the frank- 
nefs and candour natural to the character of epiftles ingenuoufly conceived and void of 
deceit. In them will be difeeraed that naked and fimple truth, which in writing I have 
ever been anxious to difplay. 

Of this defeription do I prefent them to the reader ; and fttouid they prove acceptable, 
my gratification will not be trifling; yet if the reverie be the cafe, he will poflibly 
excufe the weaknefs of an author who has done his belt. If not wholly ungracious, 
he will have feme refpeft for my intention of ftudying as much as poffible to attain per¬ 
fection. I have further to add, that in compofmg thefe letters I have not fought a pure, 
choice, and elegant Tufcan ftvle, fuch as might ferve as a model for other writers, or an 
authority to be confulted as a fpecimen of the manner of the moft excellent orators and 
hiftorians; on the contrary, I have compofed them in my paternal tongue, the Roman ' 
and the ordinary dial eft, without the affectation of piquing myfelf on the delicacy of the 
ftyle, conceiving 1 effeft enough in giving them that polite and ingenuous turn which 
is fought in familiar correfpondence. If, however, the terms and"ftyle Ihould fail to 
pleafe my reader; if he ihould fail of difeovering that depth of erudition he may 
Tequire, let him refleft that my condition of life, my profeffion exaft of me as a duty to 
be more delicate of doing well than of relating things with nicety. And in cafe I ihould 
be fo unfortunate as to produce in thefe letters nothing which may accord with his 
fancy, let him confident leaft, that in writing them I had no objeft of framing a fource 
of entertainment lor him, but merely of gratifying by them perufal, a friend who would 
receive them with delight. Now, therefore, on prefentihg them to the public, it is 
not to one particular place alone, not to the prefent generation that I give'them 
but to all the world, and to fucceffive ages ; fo that if any thing fliould be diftafteful acl 
cording to the judgment of the public in one quarter, let it in coraoaffion refleft, that 
in other countries it may begracioufly received by other perfons, and in other times. 

6 1 claim 
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I claim excufe rather than condemnation for having fludied to fatisfy the tafte of 
different parties, not only in the prefent but in future ages, for not having confined 
niyfett to one corner of the globe, fuch as Naples or Italy, and for being defirous of 
fhewmg mvfelf to the world, the chief parts of which, by my long travels, have become 
fufficiently familiar to me to juftify my a Rump t ion of the title of a citizen of the world, 
as fuch to its various nations I wiih my life and actions to be known. 


LETTER I. 

Conjiant'inople , i^dAug. 1614. 

X DO not merely imagine, I feel certain, that it will gratify yon to hear from me at 
this place, and fee tne fulfil with pleafure what I confider a duty — imparting a 
defcriptton of my voyage. I /hall not repeat the account of my journey from Rome to 
Naples, and Ihipment thence to Venice, but proceed to tell you, that on the 8th of June 
I departed early in the morning from Malamoco, in the Grand Dauphin, a Venetian 
galleon, mounting forty-five guns, and well provided. 

On board we had, among five hundred perfons, a fi:range medley, both male and 
female, confilling of foldiers, failors, merchants and travellers, of various religions ; 
Catholics, heretics of different fefts, Greeks, Armenians, Turks, Perfians, Jews, 
Italians of different provinces, Frenchmen, Spaniards, Portuguezc, Englifh, Germans, 
Flemings and others. The fmgularity of the affemblage would have made it more 
agreeable, had it not been for the inconvenience arifing from ib great a number com- 
preffed in fuch little fpace. 

An infectious diforder was the refulf, and of twenty or thirty which were daily afflicted. 
Death failed not of his tyrhe. Among the number taken off were two travellers of diftinc- 
tion; fortunately neither my fervants or myfelf had occafion for the remedies of the mifer- 
able barber-furgeon on board ; a man whofe appearance was fo little prepoffefling, that I 
fhould have been loth to have fuffered him to feel my pulfe even in perfect health, left 
I fiiould receive a diftemper. Before we could hoift fails, in order to clear feveral fhoals, 
we were towed for an hour by twenty-three barks of eight oars, as large as feluccas, 
each commanded by a good-looking man, lightly clad, with fo much /kill and fuch 
cheerful and accordant notes, as much delighted me. 

At length the fails were fet, the fea perfectly calm, but the wind fo adverfe as to 
oblige us to traverfe frequently the whole breadth of the Adriatic; fo often indeed, that 
we paffed backwards and forwards from the fhores of Italy to thofe of Sclavonia, at leaft 
five-and-twenty times, ere we reached the narrow mouth of this fea, coa/ling occafion- 
ally on either fide. I tenderly faluted, in palling the Ihores of the kingdom of Naples, 
mindful of the friends it contained. When clear of the gulph, we got on with more 
cafe, having wider fea-room, the wind yet continuing adverfe. 

On lofing fight of Italy, the firft land we difeovered was the mountains of Chimera, 
anciently called Ciraunian. v 

Unde iter Italiam,, curfus breviffiinus ursdis. jEn, lib. iii. ^q^. 

We laid for feveral hours at the foot of thefe mountains, which, from myaffeflion for 
the poet who deferibes them, I regarded with delight; thence we coafted the fhores of 
Epirus, where I noticed before we arrived at Corfu, the port of Chaonia and the town 
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of Butrinto, which ft ill retains the very ancient name, a little disfigured by the corrup¬ 
tion of language. The fight of it brought to my memory the tears and lamentations 
of Andromache, and the honors paid by her to the manes of her hulband : 

Ante urban, in luco, falll Simoentis ad undam. jEn. lib. iii. 303. 

I faw this river, and viewed with pleafure thofe fpots, anciently the abode of the 
allies of the Trojans. While gratified with the imagery which the fcene before me 
raifed in my mind, our veflel arrived at the port of Corfu ; about which the Venetians, 
on rocks which frown defiance, have conftmeted fome very ftrong fortrefles. 

We entered the port on the eve of the fefiival of St. John, a day of great rejoicing at 
Naples, but different then with us ; a furious wind ariiing juft after our entering the 
port, which drove us from our anchors, and but for the fkill of the mariners, would 
have thrown us on the breakers ; they faved us, but the fea all day continued to run fo 
high, that I was unable to go on fhore till the next. Then I had an opportunity of vifiting 
the town, which is final!, and has little to recommend it $ the country about it, however, 
is beautiful. 

We remained here four days, on each of which I went on fhore to obferve whatever 
was curious, treated always with much kindnefs by Signior Fabio Aronio, an officer 
there, and a countryman of ours, Beeping at night on board. The only thing I found 
remarkable was the fortrefs, defended by nature more than art, and impregnable. 
Here the body of St. Spiridim is preferved fo perfectly, that although he lived in the 
time of the firft council, his flefh appears yet lively and frefh, that of his leg when 
touched, riling again from the preffure. Here alfo lives a man reputedly of theriace of 
Judas j whether this be true or falfe (it is denied by himfelf) I know not; I however, 
remember a fervant of ours who had relided at Corfu, affirming that fome of his race 
ftill exifted there, and that a houfe was pointed out as one which he inhabited. 

Corfu was an unlucky port for us ; juft after railing anchor we were encountered by 
a hurricane, and dropping a fail, feveral failors were injured ; upon this occafion we 
again ran great rifkof being driven on iliore, but were refcued by the people of a cr a l| e y 
who faw our danger ; and, on the fame day, from the negligence of a Jewefs, part of the 
rigging caught fire ; our people were prompt at extinguifhing it, or we might, in midft 
of water have been a prey to the flames. Hence we proceeded towards Zante ’the more 
pleafantly, from our having landed one hundred and fifty foldiers at Corfu, toeeth-r 
with feveral merchants, which left us more room. On this courfe I faw the Venetian 
cruizers, the fpot on which a great naval battle had been fought, and had opportunity 
of noticing Leucate, Nerito, Samos, the rocks of Ithaca, and the two Cephaloime called 
by Virgil the Laertian kingdom ; I did not however fee Dulichium, which with Samos 
poflibly formed a part of its domains; neither did I meet with elucidation on the fub- 
ject of that Apollo, dreaded by mariners. 

At one after midnight we anchored in the port of Zante ; where 1 landed early in 
the morning. Zante no longer deferves the title of the woody. The ifland poffefibs 
no more any forefts ; its foil is unrequiting and barren, and the town of a finiilar name 
is rataer long, forms a kind of amphitheatre towards the fea, and is commanded by hi^h 
hills at the back, mucn refemblmg thofe which furround Meffma; its buildings however 
like thofe of Corfu, bear more fimilitude to huts than houfes; I did unt K o to exa’ 
mine the fortrefs, it being fituated at a great elevation, and poffefiing nothing to recom- 

* — In Jhadcs, b elide no real Simoh’a waves 
Fronting the town. 
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mend it to notice. Seventeen Venetian gallies weighed anchor before ns; and here 
we received news of the Turkifii fleet laying atNavarinin the neighbourhood, and that 
the Neapolitan gallies had fliortly before left that port. r 

From Xante, where'we remained four days, we bent our courfe to bcio, where we 
arrived by fix in the evening. On the way, the firft objeft I faw was the Slrophades, 
no more the habitation of the harpies, but of forty or fifty monks, called Caloyers, who 
profefs the Greek faith, and live an innocent and happy life, fequeftered from the world. 
Their monafterv built in the largeft of the illets, of which I only faw the exterior, 
is handfome; and wears the appearance of a Itrong citadel to intimidate pirates. Thefe 
rood monks are benignant and kind to an extreme, making a prance of lending out 
a boat with provifions to every veflel that palfes. To us they brought out vegetables 
and fruit which w 3 thought‘the more delicious from the engaging and affedgonate 
manner in which they were tendered. According to them, thefe iflands are very fertile, 
and repair abundantly the diligence and care ufed in their cultivation, yielding every 
delicacy peculiar to the climate. They informed me alfo, that they have an excellent 
cool fpring, which with certainty they have afcertabed proceeds under the bed of the 
fca from the Morea, not fixty miles diftanr, articles being thrown up by it which could 
come from no other quarter. On taking leave, we prefented them fome tokens of our 
gratitude ; and quitting the Strophades on our right, we purfued our courfe towards 
the Morea, coafling that part of it inhabited by a fierce and warlike nation, called now 
the Macerates. This is a free people, notwithftanding it be partially fubjeft to the 
Turks, and is frequently at war with them ; retaining much of the fpirit of its ancient 
inhabitants. I remarked in this country the files of many of its ancient cities. Sparta, 
which is now but an infignificant little town ; Argos, and My eerie, which >11 exiit, but 
oreatly diminilhed of their former fplendor j and the illand Cytherea, or Cerigo, confe- 
crated to Venus, and celebrated in the numerous fables related of that goddefs. Wo 
railed through the narrow channel which feparates this ifland from the continent, and 
being obliged to traverfe frequently, owing to contrary wind, it afforded me the 
means of obferving a number of iflands and curious places, fuch as Milo, Antnnilo, 
Falconera, fo called from the number of falcons with which it abounds, Perrapello, 
Maurocaravi, Hydra, fo denominated from feven large rocks which furround it, 
St. Giorgio del’albero, Egine, Zia, Andro, and farther beyond thefe,Thino, Micone, and 
Delos facred to Apollo. On the left, on terra firma , after palling the gulp of Corinth, 
at the extremity of which is fituated Parnafius, we left Napoli di Romagna, and the illuf- 
trious citv of Athens, which I beheld at a diftaoce frmn the deck ; and thirty miles 
farther the Cape of Columns, lb named from a famous building inflamed by a number 
of pillars, poffibly a veftige of Athenian architecture, and from its neighbourhood, pre- 
fumptiveiy within the dominions of Athens, but which the common people attribute 
to Alexander. 

SqH farther on we coafter! along the ifland of Negropont, feparated from the conti¬ 
nent by a fpsce of no greater length than a bridge; and hilly, that of Scio, near which, 
notwithftanding we were clofe upon it, we were obliged to remain three days before we 
coulil make the port, on account of the unfteadinefsof the wind, which conftantly veered, 
and drove us to different parts of the channel which feparate ic from the continent of 
Nntolia ■, at length, we caft anchor in a flickered iiluation, but eighteen miles from the 

town of the Tame name. _ - 

While ihrre, Signior Vincent Juftinian, learning that I was on board, came with., 
horfes and boats, accompanied by Signior Berne, re Grimaldi, to take me to his houle. 
Accordingly, on the iSthof July! landed wuh them on this ifland, defervedly called 
° the 
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the delight of the Archipelago, and garden of Greece, as from our landing at a con* 
fidcrable diftance from the town I had full room to obferve. We travelled during the 
whole day through fields producing the maftic-tree, about which the country people 
had already cleared the ground for-gathering the gum, and in fome places had begun 
making incifions in the bark for it to exude* This tree is the common lentilk. It is 
worthy of remark, that one half of the ifland, that on which this tree grows, is ftony 
and aim oft barren ; and the other half whereon there are no trees of this defcriptlon, is 
amazingly productive, yielding delicious grapes, trees which afford excellent fhade, and 
abounding altogether in charms. One diftriCt in particular excels in beauty the whole ; 
this furnifiies a wine of exquifite flavour, called Homer’s wine, from the fpot of its 
growth being deemed either the birth, or burial-place of that poet. 

We journied along at our leifure, in order the better to notice different fpots extremely 
well populated ; and in the evening flept at a very handfome farm-houfe, called a tour 
poffibly the beft in the ifland. It belongs to the Sukanefs-mother, but is hired of her 
by Signior Juftmian, whofe fon entertained us hofpitably through the night. In the 
morning we departed for the town, eroding the plain, about three or four miles in 
extent, and covered with fimitar farms, and a number of the molt delightful gardens. I 
learnt that the inhabitants built thefe houfes as places of refuge from the plague. We 
entered the town by noon. I took up my abode with M. Dupuy, the French conful 
who expected me, and wifhed to keep me conftantly in his houfe to avoid the danger f 
might incur from fome new edifts, which prohibited any foreigner not belongingto a 
nation in alliance with the Porte, either entering or travelling in the countries dependent 
on the Grand Signor. Mindlefs of thefe, however, of which I was well aware before I 
left Italy, I perfifted in my defign of travelling, trufting to good management for fur- 
mounting every danger and difficulty. 

I refided nine or ten days at Scio much gratified. The town is large and handfome 
that, however, on account of its charming pofition rather than its buildings. I fpeak 
of the fuburbs, where all the Chriftians at prefent refide, none being permitted even 
to enter the caflle, which is that which, previous to its adoption for a fortrefs, was the 
town; the Turks living in continual miftruft, fince the period that the Tufcan rallies 
attempted to take it by furprize. The population of the citadel and fuburbs amounts 
to from twenty to twenty-five thoufand fouls. The fortrefs is peopled and guarded by 
native Turks alone. It is reported to be much more elegant, as well in its ftreets as 
buildings, than the lower town. The ifland is reputed ninety miles in circumference 
Though this country be fobjeft to the Infidels, as much tranquillity and freedom exift 
here as m any place whatfoever j the inhabitants fpending their time in finging dancing 
< 7 nd gallanting the ladies, not only during the day but through the night,“as "well in the 
ftreets till four or five o clock in the morning ; in ihort, I paffed my time here fo gaily 
that had I remained longer I fliould have killed myfelf with excefs of pleafure. 

. ^ oes P e fo° delcribe the inhabitants of Scio as courteous and obliging - it is 

impollible to fpeak too highly of them. Through my friends, and the knowledge*! had 
of their language, I made numerous acquaintance, and had as much familiarity with the 
ladies as I could defire : they are not only handfome but graceful, although t'heir drefs 
was not to my fancy. It confifts for the h'ead-drefs of a fort of cap, taftefully worked 
with green, blue, and red filk intermixed, which covers the chief part of their hair and 
moft of then; forehead, in a manner certainly definitive of the gracefulnefs of the counte¬ 
nance, and ttieir boddiceis fo fliort that the waift is not where nature has marked it bur 
much fogher fcarcely below their bofom, and going under the ihoulders, which much 
dffguifes the elegance of their flmpc. Their lightnefs and agility, however, are confpi- 

cuous 
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cuous enough, not only in their walking but in dancing, in which they make very pleaf- 
ing fteps. Their flioes are pretty, and fancifully made of velvet. 

While thus amufed, our vefl'el came round to port. Looking out one evening I few 
lhe was making ready for fail, and that it was requifite for me to hurry on board, which 
I did, angry with the pilot for depriving me fo foon of fo much entertainment, in exchange 
for exposure to the mercy of the waves ana contrary winds, which prevailed for a week, 
in fuch a degree as to oceafion much difficulty in making any gbod port. During all 
this time ! only faw the iflancl of F.gnu ft, where we interred one of our crew who died. 
Continuing our courfe, we left Lefbos on the right, and Lemnos and Imbros on the left, 
with Mount Atftos, called likewife the holy mountain, in the didance. At length, on 
Sunday, 3 d Auguft, early in the morning we anchored under the ifland of Tenedos, 
but far from the city, at the mouth of the channel which feparates it from the continent, 
near to Troy. Finding myfeif fo nigh this famous fpot I felt pity powerfully awakened 
in me, and difpatched my faithful lervant Thomas to provide a boat to carry me on 
ihore, that 1 might fee the ruins of that famous Troy, 

genus unde Latimtm, 

Albaniqucpatres, atque altae mccma Romse 7F;^ lib, j, iq. 

After my man had departed, our large vefiel was enabled to gel nearer to the place; 
and the next day I embarked in the forenoon on board an eight-oared boat, fleered by 
a Turk, with a crew of Greeks, together with Thomas and Lawrence, two fervants I 
brought with me from Italy. I then took my leave of my companions on board the 
galleon, for company’s fake taking with me three Caloyers my Friends, a Francifcan monk 
of Conftantinople, and a French merchant, with his fervant, each defirous as well as 
myfeif of beholding the remains of the much celebrated Troy. I had the precaution, 
however, to leave on board the good Tumifk, hermit Brother Andre, to take care of my 
baggage to Conflantinople. He had already travelled ieveral times to Jerufalem, and in¬ 
tending to go thither again was prefenred to me by Cardinal Crefcentio atPriefi, in whofe 
diocefe he dwelt, as one who might be ufeful to me as a faithful and expert companion on 
my voyage. We reached the ihore in lefs than an hour, which I killed with reverence 
and affection, mindful of our ancellors who came thence, and collected fame fmall 
pieces of thefe ancient ruins, which I (till preferve. I traverfed the country with pleafure, 
and found objects worthy of remark in greater abundance than I fufpetted, from the 
number of modern works eonftruQed on the ruins of the old. 

Ardently curious as 1 was, I flighted the caution given me by thofe who talked of 
the aflemblage of banditti in thefe unfrequented fpots, and travelled for a couple of 
leagues in hopes of meeting with fomewhat curious. Troy from my obfervations was 
built on the fea-ihore oppofite to Tenedos, precifelv as deferibedby Virgil, between two 
capes, the one now called Cape St. Mary, the other nearer to Conftantinople, the 
Cape of the Janiffaries, which was formerly the port of Sigaeum. Thefe capes form 
the extremity of the country, called after its ancient name , 1 the Troade. Some miles 
from it Mount Ida ferves as a kind of epaulement to the town, and is vifible from fea • 
I recognized it without difficulty at dawn by the words of the poet, 

Jamquejugis fumm# furgebat Lucifer Idee 
Ducebatque die m f , 


* * -Whence rqfe our Latin race 

Albanian fires, and Rome's high towering wail*, 
And now o'er Ida's fummit* Lucifer 
Rifing lead on the mom. 
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The country about Troy to the mountains is full of gently Hoping eminences of no 
height; it is not barren, but abounds in herbs and flowers, particularly wild thyme ; 
that it produces nothing elfe, I am fatisfied is owing alone to want of culture. No frefli 
water is to be found for nearly a league from the town, for as to the rivers Hanthus 
and Simois, I could not difcover them near any of the inhabited fpots; their beds are 
molt likely a league diftant, as I ftmll hereafter notice. A little beyond Ida, about two 
days journey off, is another mountain, called by Belon the Olympus of Phrygia; it did 
not, however, appear to me as reprefented by him, fo high as Mount Cenis; I might, 
however, be deceived by the diftance. 

I difcovered a mole of ancient conftruSion on the fea-fliore, diftinguifhed as fuch by 
the pillars round which the cables were fattened to hold fliips; thefe pillars, which are 
of marble, owing to the corrofive nature of the fea air and the lapfe of time, have entirely 
loft their polifli. This mole ferved formerly as a rampart to fome port or dock, at 
prefent nearly filled with funds; in it a little fait water ftill lodges and formsa kind of marfli 
leaving a froth on the circumjacent borders, of which fait is made. I found likewife 
feveral traces of columns, of dimenfions not inferior to thofe of the Rotunda at Rome. 
Near were two columns thrown down, one of them broken was thirty of my feet in 
length. In different other places I difcovered columns laying on the ground, with large 
pieces of marble of different forts, and handfome marble tombs, the blocks fix inches in 
thicknefs, poffibly the retting places of the brave warriors who died in defence of Troy. 

I faw likewife an aqueduft large enough to allow of a man walking ereft. This I 
judged to be rather a fewer than a conduit for pure water, it being pretty deep in the 
ground, and ftretching towards the fea, level with the waves. I noticed another alfo of 
fimilar ftru&ure, but of greater fize, being large enough to allow of a coach being 
driven in it, and when I entered its mouth I took it fora bridge •, it was, however, 
neither a bridge nor an aqueduct ; it is Hated to projeft confiderably in land, and may 
poffibly be that fubterraneous paffage by which Andromache palled, deferibed lib. ii. 
458 et feq. of the iEneid — 

et pervius ufus 

Te&orum inter fe Priami, poftcfque re lift! 

A tergo 5 infelix qua fe, dum regna manebanl, 

Stspius Andromache ferre incomitata folebat, 

Adfoceros, et avo puerum Altyana&atrahebat*. ' 

The fuccefllve ruing alfo of numerous large houfes, towers, and temples* are ftill 
to be feen, among which I recognized fome remarks noticed by Belon and others* 
which I imagine he had not feen, as well as two Latin inscriptions* that I obferved 
minutely* not mentioned by that author* which evidently eftablilh the fa£t of this city 
having been rebuilt and repeopled by the Roman Emperors. A mile and a half from 
this fpot I difcovered a palace which may be that of Ilium, or, as believed by the inhabi¬ 
tants of the country* of more modern ftrudhire. It was, however, certainly fome royal 
palace or fortrefs, the walls being all of marble, and from 25 to 30 palms in thicknefs* 
the porticoes and towers large, and every thing correfponding with the abode of majefty. 
Belon fpeaks of the remains of a large tower, which, as he imagined* ferved for a light 

* -and a gallery 

Between the tents of Priam and the walls 
By which, while yet the empire flood, oft times 
The unfortunate Andromache was wont 
Without attendants, to rejoin her friends 
And lead Aityanax to fee his fine, 

5 
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houifc j I few one fimilar, but it appeared to me too far diftant from the fea to feive 
for that purpofe, and feerned rather the watch-tower defcribed by Virgil, whence the 
city of Troy was difcernible, as well as the Grecian fleet. 1 diftiiiguifhed no more 
than one of ihofe cifterns built of black ftone, fo frequently mentioned by Belon; I taltea 
of the water it contained and found it good and cool. r i he whole of the ground on which 
the city flood, if one may judge by its remains, occupied a fpace of feveral miles m 
circumference and inuft have contained an immenfe number of inhabitants. At the 
fiaht of thefe ruins, on reflection that the fpot beftrewed with them was once covered, 
with magnificent ftreets and fuperb palaces; that a frightful folitude now reigns, where 
the bufy hum of men was heard; and that in lieu of gardens and well-tilled fields one 
fees but a frightful and barren wildemefs; the mind is oppreffed with melancholy, 
and contemplates with pain the vanity of human purfuits, the nullity of human. 

grandeur. . _ 

Night now was drawing pn; and fatisfied with what I had feen on this more we 
got on board our galley; and with fome difficulty, from the wind being in our face, 
reached the town of Tenedos by two o’clock in the morning, where I flept at the 
houfe of a very courteous Greek lady, and in the morning examined the country about, 
which exactly correfponds with the defcription given of it by Virgil, feve that the town, 
and its territory, is plentifully inhabited ; and that it is a place of trade and great refort 
for flapping. One thing that appeared to me lingular in the ifland was the drefs of 
the C-hriftian women, which was fimilar to that of the inhabitants of the lroade, dif¬ 
fering from that of the European Greeks, and beingreputedly of great antiquity. 

I departed in the evening to go to the two cattles, but being driven back by con¬ 
trary wind was detained for two days; when failing along the fliore of the l roade I 
met a Greek, who pointed out to me between two hills a valley, through which flowed 
among the herbage a ftream, which the inhabitants fay is the Xanthus. It is not that 
river which pafles through Lycia but rather the Scamander, for it has its fource in Mount 
Ida, unites with the other ftream the Simois, and difeharges itfelf where defcribed into the 
fea, and is the only one in the whole country. It is called by the people the river of 
the Troade, as Ida, the mountain of the Troade. I was defirous of feeing its courfe ; 
but the wind, morerefolute than myfelf, drove me back to Tenedos, where I waited for 
better w r eather to the 9th of Auguft, on which day I departed anew, and in about twenty 
hours I arrived at the Cape of Janifferies, the ancient port of Sigseum, famous for 
the burial of Hecuba, Queen of Phrygia, according to Julius Solinus, where I landed to 
obferve the ruins of the caftle or town, noticed by Belon. 

This place atprefent is inhabited by a few Greeks, difperfed over the mountain, having 
their dwellings contiguous to the ancient edifices. At the foot of the mountain are lome 
fprings of* excellent water. After diligently obferving every thing worthy of notice I 
embarked, and the fame evening arrived at the fpot where the Xanthus, joined by the 
Simois, difembogues itfelf. Without having feen I could fcarcely have credited thefe 
rivers being fo fmajl; they are almoft wholly dried up in fummer, and in winter are 
not to be re'eognized again from their abundance of water. According to the relations 
of the country people, veflels enter the mouth and proceed ten miles up the river j and 
I myfelf few a fliip of moderate fize, faid to have come from anchoring in it. At night 
we laid to under the land, and in the morning entered the ftreight which feparates Europe 
from Afia, where there is as ftrong a tide as at Mefllna, but differing from that in its 
regular flux and reflux. We had the tide againfl us, and found we could make more 
way by dragging our veflel along the fliore than by ufing our oars, reaching thus by 
eleven in the forenoon Abydos, the birth-place of the unfortunate Leander. Here I 
landed, and dined with a Turk, the vice-conful for foreign Franks, who fhewed me 
voL.ix-. c g^at 
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great civility. Hence I faw Seftos on the oppofite fide, which with Abydos, about 
half a league apart, are known by the denomination of the two caftles. Here I dif- 
miffed the galley, and in the evening took a boat to tranfport me to Gallipoli, where I 
arrived at dawn of day, repofing myfelf for a Ihort time at the houfe of a monk of 
the order of St. Francis, who adted as vice-conful for all the European nations. The 
monk not being at home, a G reek fervant of his received me and prepared me a bed. 
I flept here till awakened for dinner; after which I walked about the town till dufk, and 
remained there the whole of the next day, that I might obferve it at leifure. 

It is a large place, and extremely well peopled ; its houfes are built low, in the Turkilh 
manner, without any windows looking on the ftreets, the materials of which they are 
built being only earth and wood. In the trading-ftreets, which are numerous, the 
houfes have a number of fmall windows, like thofein the roofs of ours in Italy, to admit 
light and refrelhing air, and extremely requifite in fo hot a climate. At Gallipoli I 
took another boat to reach Conftantinople, flopping at various places on the way, as we 
coafted along the fhores of Thrace, to notice any thing worthy remark. We paffed 
by feveral towns and villages, which we difcerned without approaching them as we 
failed pleafantly up the channel. The names of thefe were Aradifa, Miriofito, a fmall 
town, and Rodofto, oppofite to which we laid to during rhe night, diftinguifhing its 
houfes and lights. The other places at which we landed were the city of Periftafi 
Chora, an archiepifcopal fee, where I dined at[the palace of the Archbifhop of Heracleum. 
The city comprifes ruins of handfome buildings, bearing infcriptions, which I copied ; 
and what appears fingular to me, in poffeffion of a Greek Caloyer, I was fhewn a book 
upon the ancient decifions of the Rota of Rome. Another day I dined at Siliurea or 
Seliurea, likewife an archiepifcopal fee, where I faw fome churches and modern edifices 
together with the ruins of others more ancient. 

At length on the 15th of Auguft, Alfumption-day, I arrived at Conftantinople, highly 
delighted with the whole of my voyage, notwithftaading the fatigue I had endured, and 
foffered but trivially from fea-ficknefs. 

The ftrength of our veffel difmiffed all apprehenfion'from pirates, of which we were 
met with by none, although under fufpicion occafionally at fight of ftrange fails, when 
we prepared for combat, and, as I knew well the ftrength of our Jhip, an engagement 
would have been to me anamufement. I met with Signior Crefcentio Crefcentii very 
opportunely, juft before his departure, and had fome converfation with him. I am lucky 
alfo in arriving at a time when the city is nearly free from the plague, it prevailing 
infinitely Iefs than lafi: year, fo little indeed that there is no danger. r 6 

We have in this part an obliging nobleman, Achilles deHarlai Baron de Sanfv the 
French ambaffador, as learned as he is polite, who infills on my refiding at his hotel and 
fliews me infinite kindnefs. The air at his abode is delightful and the fociety charming 

You may if you pleafe write to me under cover to Signior Francefco Crefcentio 
Remember me with fnendfhip ftiU, you as well as Signior Coletta, and may you enjoy 
as much happmels and content as I do. Humbly and tenderly do I falute you both. * 


Our traveller, after refiding fome time at Conftantinople, defcribes hisvoyage to Egypt 
touching at Co and Rhodes afterwards examining' feveral parts of that country 
proceeds to Paleftine, traverfes Syria to Aleppo, joumies thence to Damafcus, and acrols 
the defart to Bagdad ; as however more recent accounts of the various countries through 
which he paft have appeared, we fhall omit this part of his work, and accompany 
him to 1 erfia ; an empire little known, and of which his defcription ftill pofleffra the 
charm of novelty* r 


LETTER 
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LETTER I.- FROM PERSIA. 

Htfpaban , ijtb March 1617. 

I AVAIL niyfelf of the occafionof fending this exprefs to Italy on matters of bufinefs, 
to communicate to you as fuccmftly as poflible, a detail of my travels from Babylon to 
this city. 

As I advifed you of my intention in my letters from Bagdad of the 23d of December, 
in the lafl: and of the 2d of January, in the prefent year, I departed thence oil the 4th 
of the iaft-mendoned month, in the manner I lhall defcribe. 

The Perfians now at war with the Turks, having made irruption into the province of 
Bagdad Ihortly before Chriftmas, and entirely devaluated the town of Mendeli, the Balhaw 
in order to oppofe them, and prevent the recurrence of fimilar violence, difpatched an 
army againfl: them, of from feven to eight thoufand men. This Hate of warfare a£ted as 
an interruption to trade to fuch a degree that merchants, efpecially if inhabitants of 
Bagdad, no longer dared to travel for fear of the enemy. However, as Bagdad cannot 
fubfill without the provifion it draws from Perfia, the Bafhaw, notwithstanding the 
great Ioffes he had fuftained, fttll not only permitted the intercourfe of caravans, but 
folicited the departure of the traders, under affurance of protection, and gave them every 
facility in his power, particularly as the public good was not lefs concerned hi this than 
his private intereft; the cuftom dues upon various articles producing him annually a 
confiderable fum. For my part defirous of fetting out on my journey, and fearing 
nothing from the Perfians, they being in friendlhip with us, I fecretly perfuaded a 
captain of Perfian muleteers then at Bagdad, to obtain a paffport from the Balhaw 
for himfelf, his people, and whatever merchandize he chofe ; advifing him as abfolutely 
neceffary, to hire one of the Chiaoux of the Balhaw as an efcort, as far as the frontiers, 
to aft as a re/train t on the iicenr/o ufiiefs of the foldiery. 

The captain’s application had all the fuccefs I could with; and finding myfelfby 
this means, fee ure in traverfing the Turkifh territory, I made due' preparation for my 
departure. On this occafion, feveral relations and friends of Madame Maani *, my fpoufe, 
vifited us and paffed the evening at my houfe, where, as is ufual with them on fimilar 
occafions, they had fires kindled in the court, over which the children amufed themfelves 
in leaping, as is praftifed in Rome on the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul. This 
ceremony was attended with a fingnlarity. A number of young ladies of the party 
lighted each a wax candle at thefe fires, which, after carrying till they were tired, 
they placed in fconces, fuffering them to burn throughout the night, and taking efpe- 
cial care to prevent their extinguilhing, as fuch an accident would be deemed ominous 
for her to whom the taper might belong, either foreboding her not getting a hnfband, 
or fome fuch misfortune. 

The next day we were on the point of departing, but, as I had deferibed myfelf to 
be the fonof a Venetian merchant well known in that country, trading to Orinus, and 
the Balhaw had made drift enquiries refpefting me, indicating fufpicion, notwithftan- 
ding the Franks be allowed this commerce, I was apprehenfive of meeting with fome 
embarraffrnent, or being detained ; therefore, without faying any thing further of my 
intention, I fuffered the muleteers and thofe who accompanied them to leave the city 
without me, and, as is cuftomary, to repair beneath the wall 3 of the caftle, and after 

* A Babylonian lady, represented by Sigruor della Valle a a a model of perfe&ion, as well for the beauty 
of her perfon as her acquire meets and virtue#, to whom be was betrothed at Bagdad, and who accom¬ 
panied him through great part of hit travels 
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the cavalcade had been duly infpccted by the officers of the cuftoms, tmderftanding 
that on the'evening of the 4th of January (new ftile) they were about to commence 
their journey* I difpatched, by little at a time,- in the courfe of the day, the greater 
part of my equipage, arid in the evening filed off my people by different ftreets of the 
city, leaving it myfelf after funfet, without changing my drefs, under pretence of 
taking an airing on the banks of the Tigris, Without the gates, on a very fine plain, 
I Jaw from fixry to feventy Turks extremely veil mounted, belonging to the Bafliaw, 
who were amufing themfclves, galloping, crofting each other, darting flicks; an enter¬ 
tainment common with them as well as in Spain, called in the latter country, the game 
of canes *; I was much pleafed with their dexterity, flopping fome time to admire 
them, but night drawing on they withdrew from the lifts, and I, after the city T gates 
were clofed, to join -my companions; when, by two o'clock in the morning, having 
loaded the mules with our luggage, we efcaped from the Turks with fuch fecrefy, 
that even the Chiaoux who accompanied us knew nothing of our junftion with the 
caravan* 

We travelled all night long, mounted on mules and horfesof the country, which are 
very fwift; and whofe fpeed we put to the proof, apprehenfive that the Balhaw might 
repent of his civility towards us, and difpatch fome of his people to flay our progrefs : 
fo that by day-break we arrived at the Diala, a river that empties itfelf into the Tigris, 
and which, owing to there being no more than one boat to waft us over, we were em¬ 
ployed till noon in crofting. This Diala I deem the ancient Gyndi, which Gyrus, 
angered at the lofs of one of his facred horfes, divided into three hundred and fixty 
channels, according to Herodotus in his Clio, fo that his army forded it on his expe¬ 
dition againft Babylon. After palling the Diala we encamped on its banks, judging 
ourfelves fufficiently diftant from Bagdad, and remained there till midnight, in the 
neighbourhood of a village called Beherus. At that time the fignal “ tohorfe” being 
given, we purfued our courfe as quickly as before. The country from Babylon is flat 
$nd marihyiu places, chiefly a defart, as cultivated fpots are unfrequent, not owing how¬ 
ever to the barrennefs of the foil, as was evident from the myriads of wild plants and 
herbs it produced. 

1 he fixth day of our march we puffed firft a town called Techie ; afterwards another 
denominated a city, on account of its extent; and again S her a van, under which the 
Turks from Bagdad were encamped, and where they held council whether they Ihould 
advance, poffibly fearful of inconveniencing the Perfians, but more probably from fear 
of being worfted. We afterwards palled another town called Harounie, from a certain 
haroun, clofe to which we encamped for the night, but were much troubled by thieves, 
who came gallopping up to rob us as we fiept; many thus loft; part of their property, 
and fomething of little confequonce was ftolen from my tent. This, however, being 
perceived by my painter, he kept watch, and on the thieves coming a fecond time, he 
fired and wounded one, which afterwards kept me free from depredation. The next day, 
after paying fome duties, we continued our journey, travelling certain mountains, 
inti rely bare, even oi the leaft herbage, after wards a fimilar plain, and in the evening 
created our tents under a place called Kirihrabat, the laft under the dominion of 
j yrkey. This part is inhabited and commanded by one Ahmed, or Muhammed Bey; 
the chief of a number oi Curds, and holds his pofieftions in perpetuity of the Grand 
Signior, on condition of his protecting the country from the incurfions of the Perfians* 

* Sceadefci'ipt or this a-mifement in the account of the diverfions of the courLin Bemrvoaime J s Pidhure 
ol Modern Spam. 

5 Curdiftan, 
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Curdiftan, or the country of the Curds, feparates Turkey from Portia, and is in 
breadth from ten to twelve days journey, but in length is of great extent, ft retching from 
the province of Babylon, or Chufiftan, to the Perfian Gulph towards the fornh, and on 
the north above Nineveh, between Armenia and Media, ahnoft to the Enxine* It is 
a ftrong country and difficult of accefs, being full of mountains, branching from Mount 
Taurus, which pervade Afia, and terminate as before obferved at the Perfian Gulph, 
as if nature intended it as a natural rampart between two empires; as now thole of 
Perfia and Turkey, and formerly thofeof Rome and the Partisans. The ancient name? 
of this country I am unable to difeover, or whether it was in old times known under any 
general denomination. From its northern extremities iffued the Carduchi, who, as 
related by Xenophon in his admirable book on the wars of Cyrus, annoyed him fo much: 
in his retreat as to oblige him to tread back his fteps. 

The idiom of the people of this country is peculiar to themfelves, differing from that 
of their neighbours, whether Arab, Turk, or Perfian, having, however, mod affinity 
with degenerate Perfian. Many of the people live in tents, and wander from place 
to place with their flocks ; but the chief, the belt informed, and mo ft refpe&able, dwell 
in towns. They are fubjeft to different lords, to whom they render homage as vaffais; 
feme to the Turk and fome to the Perfian, according to their contiguity to the one or 
the other ; while others again of the mod noble of different degrees of grandeur and 
authority maintain themfelves as independent. Among them, fome fuch as the Prince 
of Bettis, can bring into the field from ten to twelve thoufand horfe, while others again, 
the Beyl have cited for example, can produce fcarcely three thoufand. The more' 
powerful do not render homage after the manner of vaffais to their lords with us, but 
merely profefs to live under the prote&ion of one or other of the two moiiarchs, and, as 
is common with our petty Princes of Italy, change matters according to circum/hmces. 
The lefs powerful are not only vaffais, but do not poflefs the right of devolving on their 
children the governments tfiey fill, fatisfied with holding them during their life; Their 
drefs refembles that of the Perfians and Turks, but is coarfe. Their women go abroad' 
freely unveiled, and converfe familiarly with foreigners as well as natives. Their religion 
is the Mohammedan of the fe£t of Ali or Omar, according as they depend on Perfia or 
Turkey; in their faith however they vary from other Mufliilmen, by whom they are 
confidered as heretics, retaining certain fuperftitions peculiar to themfelves. In fome 
parts of their province, fuch as in Gezira, a city of Mesopotamia, fituated in an ifiand 
of the Tigris under the government of a Curd, and in the mountains called Tor, by the 
Chaldeans, where to this day the Chaldee tongue is fpoken, the Curds reign indepen¬ 
dently and with abfolute power. Among thefe people are a number of Chriftians, 
Neftorians, or Jacobites, who fight in the armies of their Princes. But let us return 
to Kizil-rabat. We departed thence the 8 th of January at day-break, after paying fome 
final! tribute, and quitting this territory, entered upon a country formerly fertile and 
inhabited by the Turks, but entirely watted by the Perfians in their laft wars with the 
Turks, and made a complete defart: for here it is held, and with reafon, that, there can 
be no fafer rampart againft invafion, than by making a wfidernefs of the country bor¬ 
dering on a kingdom, as the frnall number of people that can traverfe it at a time, from 
being obliged to take provifion with them, can effeft but little injury ; and the paffage' 
is rendered impracticable to large bodies, who would perifh in the attempt of hunger*. 
Hence, where wide defarts fepame two adjoining kingdoms, the inhabirants of the fron¬ 
tiers are much releafed from apprehenfions on account of the enemy. 

The fame day we forded a river of confiderable breadth and difficult to pafs, notwith- 
Handing it was neat itsiource; it was the fame river we had crefled before; that is eo 
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fay, theDiala, The following night we paffed in the country, by the fide of a rivulet, 
and on the fucceeding day came to a large place in ruins and abandoned, called Cafri 
Shinn, or the palace of Shirin, Shirin, in the Perfian language,dignifies fweet ; and is 
allb a proper name for either man or woman, A Princefs of this country had that 
appellation, who became the wife of Chofrou, to whom poffibly this city belonged, and 
whole amours form the fubjeft of a fine poem, (till fubfitting, On leaving Cafri Shirin 
we difcovered, in the evening, a large body of Perfian cavalry, commanded by one 
Cafum Sultan, governor of the frontiers, who had been pillaging and faeking Mendeli- 
I was delighted at feeing them, confidering niyfelf now delivered from the Pharifeest 
and the advanced guard, on the look out as I fuppofe, upon feeing approached us, and 
on my difcovering myfelf as a Chriftian, concealment now being ufelefs, they all flocked 
about, and happy was he who could get nearett me to make tamafcia, that is to fay, 
his remarks on fomething new before his companions, the Perfians being exceedingly 
fond of novelties. They accompanied me for the fpace of foine leagues with much 
politenefs, converfing in the Turkifh language, which is as much in efteem in Perfia 
as the country-tongue itfelf, and continually ufed in converfation at court, in the army, 
and by people of quality, although all the public ads be iffued in the Perfian dialed ; 
the greater part of the nation, even the women, being thus acquainted with both. This 
cuftom arifes from the kizilbafhi, or the chief foldiery, which are numerous, and even 
moft of the nobles in the country being originally Turks, who have preferred their 
native language in its genuine purity, and being more mafculine and nervous, it is ufed 
even by the King, the Perfian being a foft and tender language, bed: fitted for the fab- 
lex and poetry. 

Thefe Perfian cavaliers had no other arms than bows and arrows, and a curved fey- 
miter, fuch as was deemed by Xenophon, an experienced captain and good foldier, the 
belt adapted for cavalry. By their not having any other arms, 1 conjectured them to be 
a light company, feeing they are not deftitute in the main army of lances, match-firelocks, 
and other inftruments of war. They, however, all fight on horfeback ; their horfes are 
fmall, hardy, made as well for fwiftnefs as fatigue, and require little food, "We {hewed 
them, among other things, our arms, and excited much furprize by the celerity and eafe 
with which we managed our mufkets with fpring locks, which they much admired; con- 
fefling that with fuch weapons we fliould be a match for four times our number of 
v them. Talcing their leave at length they continued their road, while for our part, to 
benefit by the water, we patted the night on a fpot contiguous to the fame river we had 
croffed, and feveral inhabited villages ; whence the Curds, both men and women, 
reforted to our camp, loaded with provifion of different kinds, which we purchafed, 
fuch as milk and piftachio nuts, with the fhell yet green, quantities of which grow in 
Curdiftan, and other firniiar articles. 

On the tenth day we had to pafs foms fmall mountains* in order to obtain forage 
for our cattle.; and in the evening arrived near a fmall ftream called Tenghi Imaun, 
below a town belonging to the Curds, called Tengb\ Conaghi, that is to fay, a frefii 
reding-place, where we paflhd the night. Here it was I metamorphofed myfelf, leaving 
my Syrian to affume the Perfian coftume; anddefirous of being deficient in nothing, 
1 lent for a barber from the village, who with much ceremony, curtailed me of my long 
and famous beard a la Turque , which with great inconvenience I had differed to grow 
ever fince I left Confhntinople, having my face and chin clear, and preferving my 
whifkers alone on the upper lip, as worn by the King of Perfia. In fhort, I was fo 
much transfigured that fuch a: knew me in Turkey would have had difficulty in recog¬ 
nising me. Madame Maani, however, who knew nothing cf my intention, upon 

7 feeing 
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fpernff me, was angry in extreme, at the little regard I had for my chief ornament. I 
did all 1 could to appeafe her, and at length fucceeded, telling her how neceffaryit 
was to accommodate onefelf to the ufages of the country through which we travelled ; 
and that Ihe inuft be prepared to fee me in Italy under a ft ill more fantaftic appearance, 
with a beard, which properly might be termed ofagoatilh fafhion. In this garb I mean to 
have my likenefs taken, which for your amufement I will either fend or bring back with 
me to Italy. In Jengh'i Conaght it fnowed and rained during the whole of the night, 
for the fim time during our progrefs; the cold however was fupportable. 

On the eleventh day it was late before we fet off, having waited to dry our tents, 
which, hardened and frozen during the fall of fnow, were difficult to fold, we notwith- 
ftanding reached betimes the foot of a high mountain which we had to pafs, near a caftle 
called Lelhiver, newly conftrufted on that fpot for thefecurity of the frontier in which 
the Cafumlukan, before noticed, refided at the time, with about five hundred of his 
foldiers, the refidue being difperfed in different places on the confines. We relted here 
the whole of the twelfth day, as well to give repofe to our cattle before we crofted_ the 
mountains, as becaufe it is a common pradice for the caravans to halt here fome time, 
and make a prefent to the Sultan, to whom not only many towns and villages are fub- 
ied: but likewife a number of Curds, who wander about the mountains. Here, for two 
nights, we endured much from extreme cold, accompanied by a furious wind, which 
rendered the tent-pegs and cords for faftening them ahnofl ufelefs. On the fucceeding 
day we crofted the mountain, entirely covered with fnow, by which we were much 
incommoded all the way to Iiifpahan, not, indeed, by that which fell from the clouds, 
but what had already fallen on the road. Us finning white much affe&ing the eyes, 
we had recourfe to an expedient adopted on a fimilar occafion by Xenophon, covering 
them with a black crape, which ferved in fome meafure as a protection. . 

We took refuge early in the evening in a flieltered fpot in the mountains, where we 
had the good fortune of meeting with an uncovered portion of ground on which to pitch 
our tents, and fleep in the day. Near this place among the precipices was a fin all town 
inhabited’by Curds, called Kieren, whence a number repaired to our caravan, accord¬ 
ing to cuftom, with a quantity of provifions. Madame Maani was curious of feeing 
their houfes; and as they appeared to be at no great diftance, we went thither on 
foot, accompanied by fome of thofe females of the country, who had vifited us with 
their merchandize. We arrived there at night, and a civil man having inftrueted us 
that a certain Kanum Sultan, the lady of the place and feveral other circumjacent 
villages, was in the town, Madame Maani wifiied to pay her a vifit. The fame perfon 
who happened to be theftewardofher houfe, led us thither; where we were received with 
the greateft kindnefs imaginable, Madame Maani by the Kanum Sultan, and myfelf by 
her brother, her hufband being abfent on fome employ, to which he had been appointed 
by the King. We were defirous, as it was late, of taking our leave, but this they 
would not allow, ere we had previoufiy flipped; when the women by themfelves, we 
men in a feparate apartment, were regaled with different viands. The bread, as I 
remarked, throughout all Curdiftan and frequently in Perfia, was light and excellent, 
conlifting of flat cakes, very white and well baked : the hands ferved, however, in lieu 
of either fpoons, knives, or forks, according to the cuftom of Perfia. The meat was not of 
the beft quality ; but the friendly manner in which we were treated, and the extreme 
urbanity of our holts, made it a feaft for Sardanapalus or Heliodorus. Nor did their 
civility finifhhere; after receiving the handfomell compliments on our departure irom the- 
Kanum Sultan,on which occafion her brother interpreted the Curd language into Turkilh, 
he abfolutely infilled on accompanying us back, together with fome of his fervants. 

Madame 
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Madame Maanr by thefe lent to the Kanum Sultan in return a balm full of fruit and 
fweetmeats of various kinds* and other little articles not to be met with in thef$ countries* 
together with aprofufion of perfumes and fcented powders. 

On Saturday, the fourteenth day of our journey* after having fcaled a very irkfome 
mountain, we encamped in a beautiful anti fpacious meadow, furrounded by feveral 
fmall hills divided from each other, riling in various quarters, and forming one of the 
pleafanteft profpects I remember to have everfeen. The neareft town, which was on the 
fummit of the low ell mountain, whence rolled a confiderable ft ream, was called Haroun- 
abad, that is to fav, the colony of Haroun, called otherwise by corruption Harinava. 
On the following Sunday we fet off, according to cuftom, more than three hours before 
dawn, and notwithftanding the quantity of inow with which we were aimoft conlhmtly 
loaded, we travelled over a confiderable fpace, not halting even at a fpot where the 
caravans ufually do, but proceeding much farther to a fmall rivulet near a village called 
Mahidefer. On the Monday, for us a very unpleafant day, on account of the fnow 
continually falling, accompanied by wind and rain, we took up our lodging in a fmall 
town built on a bridge, under which a river flows, called Kara Sou, or black water: the 
place being called in Perfian PulyShah, and in Turkifh Shah-kibprefi, words offimilar 
import, fignifying the King's bridge- Unwilling to repofe on this occafion under our 
tents, we had an opportunity of ascertaining the kindnefs and obliging manners of tile 
inhabitants of Curdiftan, being treated by our holt with every thing comfortable in an 
-apartment kept pleafamfy warm by a large fire. 

I noticed here one matter which I deem worthy of mention, not as regarding Curdi- 
ftan alone, but the whole of Perfta, even in the mod confiderable houfes. They kindle 
their fires not under a chimney, as is ufuai with us in fire-places, but in a kind of oven 
called tinnor, about two pal ins from the ground, formed of avafe of burnt clay, in 
which they place burning coals, charcoal, or other combuftible matter, which quickly 
lights- After this, they place a plank over the oven in ibape of a fmaJl table, which 
they cover entirely, fpreading over it a large cloth which extends on all fides to the 
ground, over a part of the floor of the chamber. By this contrivance the heat being 
prevented diffufing itfelf all at once, it is communicated inlenfibly, and fb pleafantly 
throughout the whole apartment, that it cannot be better compared than to the effect of 
a ftove. Perfons at their meals, or in convocation, and foine even fleeping lay on the 
carpets round this fmall table, fupporting themfelves again ft the walls of the apartment 
on cufhions kept for the purpofe, which likewife ferve for feats in this country, the 
tinnor being fo placed as to be equally diftant from the fides of the room; by this 
means, thofe to whom, the cold is not unpleafant put their legs only under the cloth, 
others who feel it more fenfibly their hands and the reft of their body ; fo that a mild 
and penetrating warmth diflufes itfelf agreeably over the whole body without any 
injury to the head, as I have repeatedly experienced- Of the excellence of this 
contrivance I am fo fully perfuaded, that I am refblved on adopting ir when I fhall 
return to Italy- Thofe who feel no neceflity for additional warmth, or who are fuffi- 
ciently warmed, by throwing aftde the cloth, feel no other temperature than that of the 
apartment itfelf, which is heated to a pleafant degree- The fmoak from the coals is 
conveyed by means of a pipe from the oven under ground, and by means of another 
communicating with the grated bottom of the fire, it is fuppiied with ah- In certain 
parts where nicety is lefs regarded than in great houfes, fuch as the villages of Curdi¬ 
ftan, they cook their meat at and bake their cakes on a flat ftieet of iron laid over the tennor 
in little more than an inftant of time. In .other parts, whe^e the bread is made thicker, 
they, ufe ovens. 

On 


riETRO DELLE VALLe’s TRAVELS IN PEE.SIA. 


*7 

On Tuefday the 17th of January, as is ufual at this period, we were much incom¬ 
moded by extremely cold winds, accompanied by troft and I now. We hoped to pals 
the night of this day at a caravanferai, that is to fay, the palace of the caravan, anfwer- 
ing to a khafe in Arabic, Gtuated a Jong day’s journey before us, and about it a number 
of fmall houfes have latterly been conftructed; this place is called Sker-neu, or New 
Town. We reckoned, I fay, on fleeping at this caravanferai, but on arrival found 
not only the whole place, but likewife all the furrounding villages occupied by a cara¬ 
van, confifting of two thoufand fix hundred camels; the number of people travelling 
with it was fo prodigious, that notwithftanding every houfe was filled, many were con- 
ft rained to lodge beneath their tents. Seeing this, we no longer loft any time, but 
encamped on a fpot where there was leaft fnow, and that raoil trodden. We lighted 
fires, but found it impoffible to deep, owing to the cold and the wind, which threatened 
not only to blow down our tents, but even to carry away our beds and bedding. Neft 
ico dur, however, as the Turks fay, this is a trifle ; inconvenience paft is forgot. Our 
fufferings were great, but, whether owing to the excellence of the air, or other caufes, 
notwithftanding I was frequently expofed without covering to a humid atmofphere, the 
cold and the fnow, for a length of time together, I felt not the leaft injury in confe- 
quence; being even lefs fubjeft to colds than I was wont in Italy, where a fimilar expo- 
fure would aflu redly have brought me to death’s door. Yet why do I fpeak of myfelf; 
a man who, although of weak habit, am inured to hardlhips ; even my Maani, a young 
and delicate lady, brought up in a warm country, with fuch tendernefs that the wind 
was never fuffered to “ vifit her face too roughly my Maani bore with the cold, 
bore with the coinfortlefs damps, and was not ill in confequence. Here, however I 
muft make a remark. Generally, notwithftanding my head has been fliaved, I have 
been accuftomed to fleep without any cap j in confequence of the cold I was induced 
to wear a napkin faftened round my head, by which l became afHi&ed with a catarrh 
that Med until I laid afide my napkin. This I deem the more fingular, from my con- 
ftantly wearing a turban during the day, and my fleeping booted and in my clothes, well 
covered, at night. 

We quitted Sker-neu on Wednefday, having as long a journey to make as on the 
preceding day, but with more favourable weather, it ceafing to fnow. We reached 
Sehenay, or Sahanay, in the evening, a large town inhabited promifcuoufly by Perfians 
and Curds; where, it being of extent, we found accommodation in the houfe of fome 
Ferfian ladies who fpoke the Turkilh language; and, in order to reft our horfes, 
extremely fatigued by their marching through the fnow, we halted here the whole of 
Thurfday. This place is the extremity of Curdiftan and the beginning of Perfia, at 
leaft, if the general ufe of the Perfian language be the criterion ; any other I could 
not difcover, finding none capable of pointing out tomediftin&Iy the borders; for here 
the people are ufed to call each province by the name of the aflual governor; as in 
Turkey, on the contrary, a nobleman is called by the name of the city over which 
he prefid es. 

The Friday following we took up our abode at a large town called Kienghievdr. 
Here I began to obferve the great fuperiority of Perfia over Turkey, as well in the 
good difpofinon as the number of its inhabitants; the excellent culture of the lands- 
and numerous other circumftances, in which Perfia is little inferior to Chriftendom! 
We no longer now had any occafion to pitch our tents, finding every where caravanferaij 
built either by different Kings or individuals. The accommodation they afford is gra¬ 
tuitous ; it is only fhelter : fome of thefe inns have apartments, while others have only 
piazzas, with which the people of the country are fatisfied. For my part, defirous of 
vol. ix. d comfort 
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comfort and neatnefs, I always avoided them, lodging when poflible in private houfes, In 
which I was more at iny eafe, for a trifle of extra expence. In Kienghiever we found a 
very neat and hand feme houfe, and were provided with many different forts of fruit, 
fuch as pomegranates, apples, and frefli grapes $ a matter which exceedingly furpri fed 
me in fo cold a country, then almoft wholly buried in fnow. Saturday we travelled a 
great way, commencing our journey at midnight; and, after palling through numerous 
villages, halted at a large town called Saad-abad, or the colony of Saad» This was the 
native place of our muleteers, to pkafe whom, notwithftanding we were impatient to 
be gone, we were obliged to remain for three days, lodging in their houfes. On Wed¬ 
nesday the 25th of January, we attended a very high mountain, defeending with great 
facility owing to the excellence of the road, notwithftanding it was covered with a 
quantity of fnow. We afterwards paffed feveral other villages, arriving at night at a 
town called Zaga, or Zagan, and the next day by noon reached Ha mad an, where our 
caravan fiiiifhed its courfe, the muleteers being engaged to conduct us no farther.. Here 
I hired a houfe, and remained for feveral days, as well to make my obfervations on the 
city, as to lay in neceffaries for the remainder of our journey. 

Hamadan is a very large and well populated city, and one the mod frequented of any 
In Perfia. Its buildings arc ruftic, as well as the drefs of its inhabitants. Its gardens, 
however, of which there are a number interfperfed among the houfes and in the public 
fquares, are ornamental, nor is the vine a ftranger \ the Perfians, notwithftanding they 
be Mahommedans, drinking freely and without fcruple of its exhi lira ting juice. In this 
city merchandize of every defeription is to be found, whether of provifion or for cloath- 
ing, and all the ftreets in which thefe are fold, called bazars, are arched over, a common 
practice throughout Perfia. We met with great quantities of fruit here, with many kinds 
of which we regaled ourfelves, fuch as apples, pomegranates, grapes, and the like ; this to 
me was furprifing, feeing the cold was to intenfe that liquors froze even in our cham¬ 
bers. Hamadan is the refidence of a Khan, to whom feveral Sultans are fubordinate, as 
well as a number of circumjacent villages : tile nature of thefe diftin&ions I fhall explain 
as I proceed. We met with great civilities in this city, and were waited upon on the very 
evening of our arrival by the Daroga, or governor, who commands in the abfence of 
the Khan, the latter being with the army. Thinking to entertain me, he brought 
with him feme women-fingers, but as I was extremely fatigued, and had already retired 
to the ladies, more d if poled for fleep than diverfion, I deputed one of my people to repre- 
fem me, and fiale that 1 was indifpofed ; he doing the honours at a collation prefented 
according to the cuftom of the country. 

This was not, however, the only in fiance of poiitenefs: ftraw and oats being fo fcarce 
here as fometimes not to he had for money, Scheich Ahmed Bey, one of the principal 
inhabitants, a perfon I had even never heard of, lent me a prefent of thefe articles for 
my horfes. On another occafion he invited me, with Madame Maani and her ladies, to 
dine with him. Here, however, it is fit I fhould make a remark. 

* The Perfians, u'bo are extremely liberal of prefents, expeft a return of at leaft an 
equivalent value. I am told even that where their courtefy has not been followed by 
fuch an acknowledgement, they have been hurt even to tears, and required reftoration. 

I fhall give you a defeription of the entertainment afforded us, which, as all are con- 
drifted with the fame ceremony, even thofe given by the King, will ferveas a general 
picture of their enfioms and forms on fuch occafions. In the firft place, Ahmed Bey 
font a horfe elegantly caparifoned for Madame Maani, which fhe mounted after the 
falhion of the country, fitting aftride, but in her Babylonian drefs ; the fervant who 
brought leading tliehqrfe, (fuch being the mode in this city) and feme of her waitings 

women 
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women In her fuite on foot. We followed her fliortly after, and, on our arrival, were 
met in ihe court by the mailer of the houfe, who introduced us into an apartment on 
the ground- floor, their houfe being built wholly of one (lory to prevent the labour ot 
an afceiit. The apartments, however, do not as with us communicate one with another, 
but each has a feparate entrance. Each houle has a diftinft room for each purpoie; a 
hall for reception of vifitors, a fleeping room, anoth -r for ftormg provifions, and feveral 
for the mafter and women, thofe of the miftreffes apart from the fervants . llie apart¬ 
ment into which we were introduced was fquare and fmall, covered with a carpet, die 
walls white and unadorned, the root a dome ot a capricious fancy, ornamented with 
Arabefk paintings. It was heated not by an oven, after the manner of the Curds, but 
bv a fire-place, around which, clofe to the walls, thofe were feated who had been invited, 
and had arrived before me. Of the number was the Daroga, whofe name was Nazar 
Bey near to whom, as the molt honourable place, I was feated with two of my people, 
that is to fay, Alexander and the painter. There were there three female muficians 
with inftniments. One of thefe had feveral firings, but bore no refemblance to our 
lutes or guitars ; others were tambourines of a larger fize, more melodious, and better 
made than thofe which are ufed by young ladies in Italy. Thefe hngmg-women are 
very amufing, and on firnilar occafions are hired to divert company ; one ot them, 
called Filfil, (an Arabic word fignifying pepper,) was much carefled and treated with 
<rreat civility, notwithfianding flie was both old and ugly, merely on account of her 
belli*- one of thofe who occafionally appeared before the King. The floor of the room 
was covered in many parts with fruit, fuch as pomegranates, pears, grapes, chick-peas 
falt«d of which they keep good ftores, piftachio-nuts, and the like, ot which the guefts 
ate when they ©leafed. They were feated on their legs in the middle of the chamber 
between the various dilhes, while two young pages, apparently flares, fuiiounded by 
bottles of wine, were employed in filling certain filverctips, in the Inape or thole Ipoons 
with which one eats foup, but fmaJler, and prefenting them round to the company 
without any falver. The two cups, one on each fide, changed hands inceflantly, but 
in regular order going about, fo that the laft having finifhea, the fit ft leceived it again* 
Yet, notwithfianding the number of thefe Sipo, I doubt if the quantity drank was fo 
much as is taken by a Fleming or a German at a Angle meal, particularly as I noticed 

none furprifed with wine. , .. _ 

As for me, who drink none, as they knew, I was exculed, only once taking coftee, 
to which I am very partial, particularly when very warm. According to the religious 
cuftom of the Perfians, which perfeSly agrees with the defeription in holy writ of the 
freedom enjoyed at the banquets of Ahafuerus, none were entreated to drink againft: 
their inclination, as is ufual in northern countries, but when fatiated, each paffes the 
cup. This batch of drinking and eating fruit continually was very irkfome to me, but 
much more fo the cuftom of fitting crofs-legged upon our heels, which, however, is 
indifpenfible, extending the legs being confidered an intolerable mark of incivility ; add 
to this, the filence maintained was far from agreeable to me; no other converfation 
paffing at thefe feafts than in whifpers with thofe immediately near to you. The female 
muficians, however, confoled me in a degree ; thefe fung various airs in the Perfian 
language, as well fitting as dancing, and accompanying their voice with their inftru- 
ments in a very pleating manner. Their dances, which are voluptuous, Iefs lo, indeed, 
than thofe of the Egyptians, much refemble the voleros of the Spaniards, but their 
gefticulations with the arms appeared to me void of grace ; and their uncouth drefs, 
which is very tight and fattened bv a band which goes under their haunches, was ill 
adapted for the difplay of their harlequinifm. I did not comprehend their fottgs, as! 
am yet a novice in the Perfian, the language in which they lung. I diftinguilhed, how. 

n 2 ever. 
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ever, the frequent occurrence of Shah Abbas, the name of the King, and conceived 
thence that they were eulogies of that Prince, who, indeed, is held infuch veneration by 
his fubjefts that they fwear by his name; and when they wifli you well, frequently 
exclaim in I urkifh, Sbab Abbas murandi vir sun ; ** May Abbas the King be kind to 
you anfweriug to our God blefs you. 

1 hefe diversions, and the collation, lulled till the beginning of night, when, inftead of 
fweetraeats bring handed round, as is cuftomary at a royal or princely entertainment, 
the wine and fruit was difplaced. A fofa was then fpread on the ground, that is to fay, 
a large painted cloth, which covered the whole of the floor. On this two fervants 
kneeling, handed round in order to the different guefts feated near the walls of the 
room eight large dilbes of pilao, made of rice and meat, each of different flavour and 
variously leafoncd. XJpon the cloth, in different places, feveral large flat cakes are laid 
pyramidically between the diflies, the fervants wailing on the guefts, who were fo feated 
in the midft of the djffies, as that without change of place three or four could commo- 
dioufly help himfelf from each dilh. 1 hey ufe no napkins, but in lieu wipe their hands 
on large handkerchiefs of painted linen, embroidered with filk or gold, fufpended from 
the waift. In this inflance the Perfians are lefs nice than the Turks, but fo prevalent 
is this cuflom, that it is followed even by the King. Some wooden fpoons were placed, 
however none but we Europeans uled them, the Perfians always ufing their fingers and 
hand alone in eating, curving their fingers dexteroufly to ferve as ipoons; a practice 
which to us feemed indelicate and coarfc. 

After the pilao was removed, water was ferved for waffling the hands, which they ufe 
warm in fummer as well as winter, to clean the hands the better; they fent likewife to 
our fervants who were at home fome diflies of the pilao, which had not been touched 
faying it was but right they fliould participate in the feaft. 

While thus regaled the ladies were entertained in a feparate apartment, and the 
finging-women who ate with us repaired to them at intervals to divert them ; for, not- 
withftanding thefe females be of very loofe morals, they yet are admitted as aflreffes 
into the fociety of ladies for their diverfion. The feaft being ended, the guefts retired. 

I was one of the laft to depart. It was late, and night had fet in ; and, when about to 
leave, the mailer of the houfe not only offered to conduct me home with all his fer¬ 
vants, but even wifhcd to prefent me with feveral very handfome horfes, and many 
other things, which, however, with much gratitude I declined. I omitted to Hate to 
you, that m the morning before I paid him a vifit, not being ignorant of the ufage of 
Perfia, as an acknowledgment for his prefent to me, I fent him a packet of nick-nacks 
from Italy, partly eatables, and part ornaments ; neither did I forget the Daroga. 

Perfia is every where inhabited, and on its roads travelling is unaccompanied wkh any 
i kingdom, unlike Turkey, being entirely free from highway robberies, 

the dillncts being made refponfible for the fecurity of travellers palling through them. 
On this account, being tired of the caravans, I rel'olved on travelling -by myfelf. How¬ 
ever, before my departure, as it got wind, feveral perfons determined on accompanying 
me, but each travelled as he lifted. For me, I gave orders not to hurry away fo foon 
in the morning, defirous of enjoying fleep till fun-rife. 

After palling the whole of the day in packing and weighing my baggage, the charge 
for its transport being according to weight ; fatisfied with having begun our journey 
after trave.ling for an hour, I ftopt at a town or village called Gaurfin, or the land of 
Guebres, where I palled the night in the apartments of a very large fpacious caravan- 
ferai. Onentals, whether they travel, or are on their way to join the anuy under a 
chief never make much progrefs the firft day ; in order that every one may commo- 
dioufly join the body at the appointed place, as well as that if any thing fliould have 

been 
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been forgot, or be wanted, time maybe afforded to obtain it; an ancient cuftom prac- 
tiled by Cyrus, as related by Xenophon, 

On Saturday I lodged at the caravanferai of a final 1 village, and on Sunday noticed 
an immenfe number of farms; on one of which was a royal ftud confiding of five thoufand 
horfes. We took up our abode at night in the houfe of a nobleman, in -a large town 
called Dizava, but fpelled Diz-abad, fignifying the colony of Diz. On Monday I 
reached Saru, a large town, flopping at a private houfe, I obferved here, as well as in 
other towns of Perfia, that the doors of the houfes were very fmall, and of marble, 
which open and clofe in the fame manner as thofe of the fepulchres of the Kings of Jeru- 
falem : they are, however, of rather clumfy conflru£tion» Tuefday I remained all day 
at Sam, to fuffer thofe who accompanied me to go before, on account of the inconve¬ 
nience I experienced from their arriving at the various places before me, owing to their 
monopolizing the oats for their cattle* Wednefday I made a very fliort journey, 
flopping at a fmall village called Eibeig-abad, where the hoflefs, in lpite of my incli¬ 
nation for fleep, was abfolutely refolved on diverting me till midnight with mufic, foags, 
and dances, by a woman with little to recommend her, being dirty in herfelf and her voice 
cracked and hoarfe, and fome little boys who difplayed much tafte and gracefulnefs. 
One of them among the refl s drefl to fuit the fubjeel, danced and fung in character 
of a woman in labour, and was fo diverting as almoft to kill us with laughter- On 
Thurfday we arrived in the evening at a capital houfe, in a large town, called Shell- 
rackird. On Friday at Enghevun, a word fignifying, a place for carpets, there being: 
here a confiderable manufactory of that article* We received repeated vifits here, and* 
were continually anrnfed with the converfation of very handfome women, but in particular 
that of a Kanum aga, fo civil and fo agreeable, that at her inftances we were induced 
to remain here the whole of the next day, fhe inviting Mad. Maani to take a bath,, 
and fhewing her every kindnefs imaginable* In the mean time there was no want of mufic, 
finging, and dancing, in the houfe. 

On Sunday we croffed a mountain very tirefome to pafs, owing to the rapidity of 
the acclivity, and the depth of fnow, and in the evening reached Charavend, a large 
town, ip which we met with pleafant fociety, and were vifited by ladies of great beauty. 
On Monday, after a long and tedious journey, we halted at Gubpaigan, where we~ 
arrived late in the evening* This city refembles Hamad an, but is fmaller; its name, 
figmfies a fheath for the roots of roles : we paffed entirely through the middle of the 
city, from one extremity to the other, night not having yet fet in, and took up our 
lodging in a caravanferai, not yet entirely complete, but of elegant flru£ture. We.- 
were but ill-accommodated here; however, not finding any provifion in the place, and; 
being without means of obtaining any from without on account of th e larenefe of 
the hour, Tuefday we arrived at Onifcion, where we paffed the night at the houfe 
of fome very civil, beautiful, and gallant ladies, one of whom called Aga bibice, bit¬ 
terly bewailed her hard fortune in being united to a hufband, too far advanced in years*, 
and was fo- melancholy as much to excite my companion. Our muleteers, who now 
were near their home, in order that they might pay it a vifit, pretending their .cat tie. 
were fatigued and required changing, left us, with a promife of returning fltortly*^ 
They delayed their return, however, till Friday afternoon: in con fequence,. not wit brand¬ 
ing it was late, I ordered the mules to be laden, and to puniih them* took.up abode- 
in a wretched caravanferai at the extremity of the village, but at fome diftanee from ^ 
where we were. On Saturday by night we reached a caftle, fituated.on a high and 
rugged rock, of very difficult accefs* It has, 1 learnt, two different names, Rahnier- 
abad and Khiuneiran : but finding a more convenient lodging, we relied atm bath in a, 
, room; 
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room under a final 1 dome, where fuch as chofe to bathe undrefs and drefs them* 
felves. 

In the evening at lead: five-and-twenty females, led by the lady of the governor of the 
cattle, came to inake tamafcia. The curioiity of the Perfians is indeed furprizing, yet not 
lefs fo their hofpitality, which is ftill the fame as related by Philoftratus, in his life of Apol¬ 
lonius. Even with the King it is enough you fhould declare yourfelf a foreign traveller. 
A certain Auguliin monk, refident at this court for the court of Spain, related to me, that 
the King one day giving an entertainment to a Prince of Tartary, who had lately arrived 
there, and cultom making requifite he Ihoukl pull off the boots he wore, on walking on the 
carpets with which the floors are covered, the fervants were directed to pull off his bools ; 
but as he could not eafily fupport himfelf cn one leg, while they pulled the boot from the 
other, the King himfelf held him up on the occafion ; and noticing the Portuguezes monk, 
who was prefent, to appear furprized at his condefcenfion, as well as others, who were by, 
he looked at him with afmile, and being of extreme ready wit, made life of a proverb of the 
country, which, however, is taken from Homer: Metrimanez choda: —■ agueft, a man 
from God. ' 

To return to my travels. On Sunday the j 9th of February, we arrived in the eve¬ 
ning at a fpot fo well peopled as to deferve rather the name of a city than a town or 
village, called Dehhe, or Delia, and patted the night in a very neat, nay, elegant apart¬ 
ment. On Monday we flept at an old caravanferai almoft in ruins, in midft of a coun¬ 
try deferted on account of the unwholefomenefs of its water ; the name of this canton 
is Alei. On Tuefday we made a long day’s journey through a fimilar country, repof- 
ing at a caravanferai as miferable as that of the preceding evening, at a place called 
Chialifiah. Here I found a fervant difpatched to me by the Carmelite friars, who had 
waited for me there for three days. Thefe friars refide at Hifpahan on the part of His 
Holinefs, and, in confequence, are highly refpe&ed by the King ; and, as I had advifed 
them by letter of my intention of feeing them fhortlv, they informed me by this exprefs 
of what had taken place between them and one of the King’s minifters, refident in Hif¬ 
pahan as Vizier. They, as well as feveral others, had informed him of my arrival; 
and knowing that 1 came in quality of the King’s vifitor, being fo perfuaded by the 
friars, and, moreover, that I was a Roman, and Beigzade or noble, he determined 
on fettii.g out to meet me, and paying me the firft vifit at my houfe, in which he would 
not fail to be copied by the principal perfons of the city ; but he was diffuaded from 
his intention by the good fathers, at my requeft, who reprefented to him that I con- 
fidered 1 Jliould be wanting in the refpeff due to fo great a King, in making parade 
in a city dependent on him, before I had had the honour of being prefented, and that 
I fbculd be entirely fatisfied by his doing me the favor of appointing apartments for 
me. My aitfwer graiifnd the Vizier, who informed me he Ihould have to dread His 
Majeffy’sdifpfeafure, had he been deficient of fhewing me every attention. Me accord¬ 
ingly ;.fligni d me a houfe of honour, belonging to the King, and deftined for the 
reception of foreigners; which being communicated to me on 'VVednefday, 32d Febru¬ 
ary, after dilparching feme of my people before me, to acquaint the fathers of my 
arrival, I entered Spauhawn, as the city is called, although it be fpelt Hifpahan; the 
initial vowel being left out before the S, as we are accuftomed with thofe of the Spa- 
nitti words, with an S preceded by E. 

On arriving at Hifpahan I dedicated the firft days to paying my devoirs to the 
Carmelite friars, as fubmiflive and obedient to the Pope as they are to the King, rofpeft- 
ablc men, of great liberality, in whofe fociety I felt myfelfextremely happy. Living yet 
incognito, I had to refolve on what plan to follow. At firft I thought of fetiing* out 
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immediately to join the King, then from thirty to forty days’ journey diftant, on the 
frontiers of the Turks and Georgians, with whom he was at war; but receiving intelli¬ 
gence, that if the difference with the Turks were not altogether adjufted, a ceii'ation of 
huftilities had taken place ; and that the King, after vifiting the frontier towns, would 
certainly arrive in a little time, to receive certain embaffadors from the King of Labor, 
or, as he is called, the Grand Mogul, lhave changed my intention, and await his return 
in Hifpahan. By this fcxprefs I forward to my friends in Rome and Conftantinople, 
directions to remit me wherewithal to bear my expences, here as well as on the reft 
of the travels I prtijed; their anfwers, if not from Italy at leaft from Conftantinople, 
I expea will find me in this city ; and intend, whatever be my reception on the part of 
the King, to remain here till after the month of Auguft, and amufe myfelf with the 
enjoyments which Hifpahan affords. 

This city is very large, handfome, and well peopled, fo much fo that in all the Eaft 
I have met with none which excel it; for notwithftanding in point of fituation 
Conftantinople certainly furpaffes, in many other points it falls Abort of Hifpahan. 
Hifpahan itfelf, that is to fay, the fpace contained within its walls, is nearly as large as 
Naples, but three other quarters adjoining-it, have lately been begun under direc¬ 
tion of the King ; one is the New Tauris, inhabited already by the colony tranf- 
portedfrom that"place ; the King however has given this quarter the name of Abbas- 
abad : another is the New Chiotfa, peopled wholly with very rich Armenian mer¬ 
chants, brought from various parts on the frontiers, that they might not be expofed to 
the rifle of his lofiing them as fubjeds by any future wars, for the better defence of his 
kingdom devaftating the borders, and bringing their inhabitants to cultivate lands 
affigned them in the heart of Perfia •, thus feCuring thefe people, who contribute not 
only to the grandeur, but alfo to the opulence and beauty, of the city of Hifpahan, 
the principal abode of His Majefty, and a city in which, if we may judge from the mul¬ 
tiplicity of ftruCtures coufinuaHy erecting, and the great expence lavifhed upon it, the 
King exceedingly delights. The third quarter is that in which dwell the Guebres, or 
idolaters and infidels ; and by the place it is apparent that Shah Abbas means to con¬ 
ned the whole of thele with Hifpahan, the works for the purpofe being carried on with 
incredible energy. When complete I conceive that the circuit of the whole will be 
fuperior to that of Conftantinople or Rome. 

The buildings, generally (peaking, are fuperior to thofe of Conftantinople, but not fo 
lofty. On the eaftern part of the city the houfes are handfome and well conftruded, 
but particularly the bazars ; thefe are elegant, fymmetrical, very large, with piazzas, 
and "built according to the niceft rules of architedure. In thefe all kinds of merchan¬ 
dize are to be found conveniently difpofed for fitch as with to buy or barter. There 
are alfo a number of caravanferai for the accommodation of ftrangers, well built, (till bet¬ 
ter furnifhed, and fpacious ; and as the revenue from them is conlklerahle arid lucra¬ 
tive to the King and individuals to whom they belong, they take efpecial care to have 
them fclidly conftruded, and kept in good repair. 

They have no mofques in this city comparable to the five or fix in Conftantinople,; 
but to make amends, they have two curiofities not to be equalled other in Conftami- 
nople or any city in Chriftendom. 

The one is the Meidan dr the grand fquare that fronts the Royal Palace. It is fix 
hundred and ninety of my paces in length, and two hundred and thirty broad, orna¬ 
mented entirely round with moft elegant - arched porticoes, of the niceft fvmnietry, their 
ureglaritv not being interrupted by any ftreet. Thefe porticoes, over which balconies 
• ’ are 
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are conftruclec! with large windows, are fo many fliops in which different articles of 
merchandize are expofed. I can affure you that this grand fucceffion of fymmetrical 
buildings has fuch a fine effect-, and delights the eye fo much, that notwithftanding 
the boufesof the fquareof Navona be more lofty and magnificent, from its want of 
fimilarity, and other recommendations poffeffed by the Meidan, even that fquare muff 
yield it the palm. A large rivulet, or rather a fmall river, running in a direct line with 
the quays which border it on each fide, flows inceffantly round the Meidan near to 
the porticoes, watering in a very agreeable manner each quarter of the lquare : juft 
above the level of the water of the ftream a handfome pavement of ftone is laid on one 
fide for the convenience of people on foot, while on the other, next to the piazzas, are a 
number of fine trees, planted in a line at regular diftances from each other, and of equal 
height, whence I conclude that, when in a few days they (hall put on the drefs of fprmg, 
nothing can be more delightful than the profpett they muft afford. The middle of the 
fquare confifts of fand : it is confequently always dry, and extremely fifitable for exhi¬ 
bitions of horfemanlhip. 

The gate of the King's palace is on one of thefe noble fronts, about two-thirds down 
its length. It is rather pretty than magnificent or fuperb. A little below is the Lady’s 
Gate, not yet finilhc-d. Oppofite fo that of the King, on the other fide, is a mofque, 
with a beautiful portal and dome of a kind of porcelain, fancifully painted. Oil one 
fide the foundations of a new mofque have been begun, on which the workmen are 
barely employed ; and from the other, towards the bazars, you have a charming per- 
fpedive, correfponding with the mofque, with two galleries railed on porticoes. Hither, 
every night, muficians repair, who play on martial inftruments; fome after the Turkiflv 
01 hers in the Perfian maimer : the mufic of them is highly grateful to the ear, and yet 
fo powerful, that it is diftinftly heard over all the fquare, notwithftanding its vaft fize. 

The other curiofity is an immenfe ftreet, at prefent out of the city, but which, when 
the four quarters become conneSed, will join them exaftly in the middle; it is from 
two to three miles in length, and twice the breadth of that of Ponte Molle at Rome. 
At the head of this ftreet, on the fide of Hifpahan, a fmall fquare houfe is built, in form 
of a pavilion, furrounded by balconies and windows, enriched with paintings and 
numerous ornaments, exprefsly for affording from its high fite a prafpcft of the whole 
length of the ftreet. 'J here is a communication between this place and the Royal 
Palace by means of a corridor. Two walls of equal height form the two fid-s of this 
ftreet, and within the walls are the King s gardens, which every one is allowed to 
enter, and ear of the fruit of infinite forts which they contain, by making a trifling pre¬ 
fent to the gardener. On each fide the ftreet, at regular intervals, and oppofite to each 
other, are entrances into the gardens, with fmall lodges for the convenience of fuch as 
chuje to reft and refrelh themfelves with fruir. The number of thefe gates, w ith tafte- 
ful frontifpieces, is confiderable, and gratify the eye exceedingly by the exariitude of 
their properties and fymmetry. Without as well as within the walls trees are planted 
the whole length, of equal height, in a direfl; line and at equal diftances, the verdure of 
which relieves while it charms the fight. In addition to this, in the courts of the 
largdl and handfomtft houfes, are proportionate canals, without parapets, of different 
forms : the water which fupplies thefe flowing nearly level the length of the ftreet in 
a bed of flone, leaving 911 each fide fufficient fgace for horfe and foot paffengers. * In 
many of thefe refervoirs are fpouting fountains, and where there are acclivities, cafcades 
which delight the ear with their murmur. The ftreet itfelf is paved in the middle and 
ineat the walls with fmall ftones, not inconvenient for the paffenger either on foot or 
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on horfeback, and the interval between the pavements on each fide is planted with 
flowers and fkrubs, which in fprlng mull needs be incomparably grateful, as well from 
their beauty as their fragrance. 

The river which flows along the middle of die ftreet is very broad but not deep ; it 
is formed by a number of fmall ftreams, which fall from the neighbouring mountains, 
and afterwards again it divides into many rivulets, which lofe themfelves without pro¬ 
ceeding to the fea, or difemboguing any where* Over this river is a bridge built of 
brick, broader than that at Rome, and three or four times as long. It is of lingular 
form, with porticos and galleries on the lides in lieu of parapets, which ferve as a pro¬ 
menade both above and below, the latter under cover, the upper not: but what pleafe me 
- moft, are the walks on level with the water, built on large piers of Hone, which traverfe 
the double rows of arcades, and which in hammer muft be delightful, at once fhady and 
cool, while the ear is charmed by the murmur of the w aters falling from a cafcade con- 
ftrufted on purpofe in this fpot, and forming a very agreeable profpeft. Beyond the 
bridge the ftreet continues the fame, lined with walls, trees, houfes, gardens and refer- 
voirs \ the houfes and'gardens, however, no more belong to the King, but individuals 
of quality, who, to enjoy the beauty of the file, have condrudled them here, each emu¬ 
lous of excelling his neighbour in the elegance of them. 

This ftreet terminates in a large garden called Hazar-gerib, fignifying it to contain a 
thoufand gerib, a certain meafure of land ; the garden and the Itreet ittelf, however, is 
other wife called Chiahar-bagh, or four gardens ; that being the number here formerly, 
now reduced to the one I mention. You afeend to this garden by fteps, but of fo 
little height and fo broad, that you may go up them on horfeback. This garden con¬ 
tains nothing but fruit-trees planted in lines, and fo low that perfons on-horfeback, and 
even thofe on foot, may readily gather them as they go along. This garden belongs to 
the King, but is open to all, and produces fuch abundance of fruit as to enable all 
the inhabitants of the town, who frequently refort hither, to lay in {lore. Each kind of 
fruit grows in feparate fquares by itfelf; figs In one fpace, peaches in another, pears in a 
third, and fo on. In it are alleys as long as the eye can reach, eroding each other; 
others of the length of the ftreet bordered with cyprefs. At the extremity, on the moft 
eminent fpot, is a large ftream, beyond which is a wall, which enclofes the whole. A 
number of large ftreets, fcarcely fecond to this in beauty, crofs the city indifferent parts ; 
thefe it will be needlefs to defcribe, what I have mentioned being fufficient to give an 
idea of the Chiahar-bagh, and fhew it truly royal and magnificent; and placing it much 
before the Del popolo at Rome, or the Poggio Reale at Naples, the ftreet out of 
Genoa, or the Monreale at Palermo. 

This city poffdfes other curiofities which are not marvellous, but for their Angularity 
deferve notice. Among thefe a minar, or tower, whence the hour is proclaimed to the 
people at the King’s /tables, to call to prayers. This minar is built entirely of the heads 
of wild goats and other animals killed In one general hunting-match, given either by the 
prefect King or feme of his family, and exhibits a remarkable fpechnen of the whim- 
fical fancy of the Perfians, in which chara&eriftic, I underftand, none excel His Majefty 
himfelf, jhe number of inftances he has afforded in proof of this being fuflicient to fill 
a volume; fomeof them on a future occafion I fliall communicate. In addition to this, 
the firft hall of the royal palace, where the King ufually receives ambafladors or guefts, 
and in which he entertains and holds conference with them ; I fay the firft hall, becaule 
the palace where the King refides is diftant at the bottom of the garden ; and into this, 
according to the cuftom of the Princes of the Eaft, very rarely is any one admitted ; but 
in the grand fquare, the Meidan, over thegat^of the firft entrance, there is a pavilion, 
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which, as I before have noticed, is rather pretty or handfome than magnificent, This 
is the building deftined for the purpofes I have obferved. When the King comes 
hither it is always on horfeback, through a wide alley between two rows of very high 
walls, reaching from the gate of entrance to the palace where he refides. The ntmofl 
reverence is fhewn to the gate of entrance, fo much fo, that no one prefumes to tread 
on a certain ftep of wood in it fomewhat elevated, but, on the contrary, people kifs it 
occafionally as a precious and holy thing. To the apartments over the entrance you 
afcend by a narrow ftaircafej which does not pleafe my fancy, Thefe confift of a final! 
room in the middle on each ftory, of which there are feveral, furrounded by fmall anti¬ 
chambers : on the fide fronting the Meidan, and that oppofite to it, are fmall balconies 
after their manner, to allow, while feated on the floor, aprofpedt of the neighbourhood* 
There are in this place fo many apartments, cabinets, and paflages conducting to them, 
that I was aflured by the parties, there were no lefs than five hundred doors in the 
houfe, although fmall, in this particular refembling the rooms themfelves. 

The beauty of this houfe confifts in its walls, which are enriched with gilding from 
the ceiling to the floor, with excellent miniature paintings in various colours, with dark 
ornaments, which have a very fine effeft, and the more fo, the walls being of afhining 
white, refembling fatin. The domes like wife are loaded with decorations, gilding, rich 
colours, fculpture, and ald-relievi, in different compartments, and without confufion ; 
and are well worthy our imitation in Italy- 

On the walls of the different apartments are pannels at intervals, on which various 
figures are painted, but as they are unacquainted with hiftory or mythology, all their 
pictures are reprefentations of men and women, either Angle or together, in lafeivious 
poftures ftanding, drinking with bottles and cups in their hands \ fome overcome with 
wine and fleeping, others reeling, in {hort, difplays of the votaries of Venus and Bacchus. 
Among thefe, moftly drefl in the coftume of the country, are fome with hats, intended 
to reprefent Europeans, apparently defigned to intimate that Perfians are not the only 
ones addicted to wine. Thefe figures, notwith(landing they be painted in extremely 
rich colours, are badly drawn, the painters of the country being far behind ours ; I 
was in confequence apprehenfive of lofing mine, if the King fhould chance to leam 
his merit, 

I had yet to fee the Gul-i-flaun, or garden of rofes, but defer vifiting it until in 
perfection* No one when the King is prefent is fuffered to view the apartments of the 
palace ; now, however, that he is away, individuals fuch as ourfelves are fecretly admit¬ 
ted. In it I noticed the workmen very bufy, altering and completing the works not yet 
finished. On days of ceremony alone certain perfons are admitted to converfeori bufi- 
nefs with the Shah. Others who do not enter ride on horfeback before the palace, wait¬ 
ing for the King's appearance, who every day rides out alfo on horfeback into the middle 
of the Meidan, when fometimes he amufes himfelf in converflng with each individual ; 
at others excrcifes his horfe backwards and forwards on the fquare ; at others again, 
liftens to any one who wifhes to addrefs him* Occafionally he has refrefliments 
brought him into the middle of the fquare. Now he takes an airing in a different part, 
accompanied by his courtiers ; at other times, and moll frequently, he rides by himfelf 
among the bazars, to fee what is paffmg* 

In Hifpahan, befides lions, tigers, and other fimilar animals which are common, I faw 
three elephants, a prefent to the King from India ; they were but fmalb The manner of 
their guiding and punifliingthem is extraordinary. They ufe for this purpofe a flick pointed 
with Iron at one end, with which the keeper pricks them, and at the other with a 
crooked piece of iron, with which he tickles the infide of the ear, or fcratches them be- 

* 7 tween 


PIETRO DELLE VALLe’s TRAVELS m PERSIA. 


*7 

tween the ears, without fparing the flefh. I fhall now proceed to defcribe the country 
of Perfia ; its inhabitants, manners ; its military, and officers. 

The country in the neighbourhood of Hifpahan is fertile and the air temperate, not- 
withftanding its inequality, it being a mixture of vales and mountains, not connected but 
{landing feparate ; fo that frequently a very lofty and rocky mountain riles in midft of 
a beautiful and extenfive meadow. 

The inhabitants of Perfia are of feveral defcriptlons. They confift, firftly, of ftrangers 
of various countries, who refort thither to traffic, of whom the Indians are the moft 
numerous* among thefe fonieBanyans, chiefly from theGuzurat, which formerlybelonged 
to the King, but is now dependent on the Grand Mogul; of thefe a part profefs Ifiamifin, 
the religion of the King of Lahbr, fovereign at this time of the greateft part of India ; 
while the others are Gentiles adoring numerous idols. The religion of the Perfians is 
alfo various. Some are Gaurs, or Guebres, and are faid, on account of the extraordinary 
care with which they preferve it, to adore fire; however, as I proceed I Jhall be more 
diffufe on their head. I fhall only juft remark, that thefe are the defendants of the 
ancient Perfians who lived in the time of Alexander; but having fuffered materially by 
the wars waged by different fovereigns againft them, they are now reduced to a handful 
of people, difperfed through three or four of the cities of Perfia, of which Hifpahan is 
one, where they live feparate in one of the quarters I have defcribed, which is to be united 
to Hifpahan, and render it a capital city comprized of four fo near to each other as only 
to be feparated by the breadth of the beautiful ftreetj the Ghiahar-bagh, and the river 
which croffes it. The difpofition of them is as follows: Hifpahan lays north of the 
river and eaft of the ftreet; on the oppofite fide of the ftreet, on the weft, is Abbas- 
abad. On the fouth fide of the river, in the angle oppofite to Abbas-abad, is Chiolfa, 
and adjoining this and oppofite to Hifpahan is Gabr-abad, inhabited by the Guebres, 
the Gentiles I have juft mentioned. 

There are, moreover, Chnftians of different lefts; Syrians, Georgians in much greater 
abundance, and an infinite number of Armenians. Thefe latter are extremely rich, 
carrying on moft of the commerce of the country, particularly that with Turkey : 
befides thefe the Mahometans, who may be ranked in two different claffes, the one 
common and general, called properly Agemi, or Agiami: thefe are Mahometans 
defcended from the ancient Perfians, who changed them religion with their govern¬ 
ment, and are likewife called Tat, that is, a vaffal and cowardly race ; the other Kizil- 
bafhi, comprifing the foldiery and the nobility, who are now in high efteem. Agem 
is the general name for the empire of Perfia ; Farfiftaim, or Parfiftaun, whence Perfia 
is derived, denoting regularly no more than a province, although by acceptation it be 
ufed in common with Agem for the whole. The Kizilbaflii come originally from 
Turkey, and fubdued and governed the country for a long time with abfolute fway, 
until the affumption of the empire by an anceftor of His prefent Majefty. This per- 
fonage, the forefather of Shah Abbas, was by origin an Arab of the race of Mahomet, 
who becoming powerful by means of the Turkifh foldiery, and tired of fubmiflion to 
their fovereigns, by acquiring the reputation"of a faint, and, IaftJy, by confirming himfelf 
in the efteeni of all by new opinions which he introduced into the law, he deprived the 
Turks of their fway, but did not difqualify them from the ufe of arms, or the manage¬ 
ment of affairs under the will of the Kings who have fmce ruled. 

Ifmael Sofi, which was the name of the firft King of this dynafty, having a number 
of followers among the Turcomans, who adopted the tenets of this difciple of Ali, in 
order to diftinguilh his feftaries, gave the Turks who fought under his banners a red cap 
to wear under their turban, furmounted by a knot with twelve fmall plaits, about it, in 
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remembrance of the twelve defcendants of Ali, whom they revere as their apoftles, and 
the chiefs of their fe£t. Thefe defcendants are called by the title of Iimahii, fignifying 
fovereign pontiffof the faith. This fe£t was called Sounltes, and reigned under the fpe- 
cious and feperb name of Califs, that is to fay, fucceffers of Mahomet in fpiritual as 
well as temporal affairs; preferving their empire for a long time, firft In foamafcus and 
afterwards in Bagdad, 

To his Tnrkilh followers Ifmael gave the name of Kizilbafhi, that is to fay, red heads, 
on account of the cap in which he dreft them ; and entered Perfia, then much divided, 
As at this time it was parted into many figmories, whofe chiefs were perpetually at war, 
he found h no difficult talk to make himfelf mailer of the whole. From this Ifmael the 
reigning Prince defeends in a diredt line, and among his other* titles Is called Sheich zadi, 
or fon of the Schcich, that is to lay, of that man fo much renowned for fanfiity. On 
fome foiemn occafions, I underftand it is ufual for the King himfelf to wear this red cap, 
called tag, or crown, which is a mark of the wearer belonging to the army, and of 
nobility. 

The Kizilbaflii are like wife of two forts. The one the heirs of their predeceflbrs, 
who inherit from father to fen the dignity and rank of their fires in the army, the other 
occafionally appointed by the King, whole fnbjefts or Haves of whatsoever nation they 
may be, if eftablifh^d in the country and enrolled among the Kizilbaflii, become thereby 
naturalized and ennobled, they and their pofterity. Sometimes alfo His Majefty, as a 
token of his efteern for a foreigner, makes him a Kizilbaflii, by bellowing on him the 
tag, this, however, is rarely the cafe: in fifteen years, that a gentleman fpeaking to 
me on the fubjefl had refided in the country, he had known but once of fuch an occur¬ 
rence, in the in fiance of Sir Robert Shirley, who received this honour upon his going 
as ambaffador from the court of Peril a to Rome. 

All die Kizilbaflii bear the title of Bey, or lord, but their captains, commanding 
moftly a hundred men, are called Lnzbafhi, or chie*f of a hundred. Thefe Luzbafhi 
are inferior to Sultans. In Turkey this title fignifies King, but in Perfia a general of 
an army, or commandant of a city, or feme llrong place. A, Khan Is lord over feveral 
of thefe Sultans ; this name is alto that which Kings affume among the Turks,-but 
with the Perilans it anfwers to Viceroy, or governor of a province, poflefilng, however, 
abfolute authority, and nominating at pleafure all the officers under him as well civil as 
military, fubjecl to no other orders of the King in his province than what regard the 
number of his people to be drafted for war, or matters relative to the flate. Among the 
Sultans there are likewife feme of the riioft powerful, although the number of thefe be 
lmall, who, acknowleging no fuperior jurifdldiou of a Khan, depend immediately on 
the K mg. All thefe officers hold their appointments at the will of the King ; in Perfia, 
however, according to ancient cuftom, they are feldom dlfplaced from caprice when 
they do the’r duty, but when removed it is ufually to affume fome higher ftation as a 
Yeyvard for their fervices. 

The King in general grants the dignity of Khan to a fubjefl not'for his life alone, the 
children molt frequently inheriting, fo that there are families in which this dignity has 
defeended for two hundred years, whence their fubjects look on them rather as their 
true and legitimate lords than as officers of the King, or minifters of the flate. I under¬ 
hand, however, that the prefent King Is difpofed to annihilate this cuftom, on account 
of thefe gentlemen being too abfolute in their diftriels, as lie experienced at the begin¬ 
ning of his reign. Except, however, the government of provinces, cities, and large 
towns, the'children inherit from their parents whatever they pofleffed ; but as a token of 
fubiniilion and dependence, the fon, on the death of his father, gives a declaration to 
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the King of what the deceafed died worth, as well in moveables as immoveables, when, 
in cafe of any thing pleafmg His Majefty, he takes it, and leaves the reft. If, on the 
contrary, the conduit of the defund fhould have been defective and treacherous to the 
ftate, confifcation then enfues, and the King takes all. 

Perfia has a number of thefe Khans, fotne more powerful than others. The moll 
eminent is that of Shiras, the metropolis of Perfia Proper, fituated about twelve leagues 
from the fpot where Hood the famous city of Perfepolis, demolilhed in a drunken bout 
by Alexander, and the rcfidence of the Magi, who followed the ftar to Bethlehem, in 
order to adore Chrift, capital of the province of Pars; its peculiar government is very 
large, extending to the fea of Hormouz, fome days’journey from Hifpahan. 

The Khan can fend twenty-five thoufand horfe into the field ; and his province, as I 
am allured by people cohverfant in the matter, is of much greater extent than Portugal. 
In Hifpahan, the capital of Irak, Calbin, a principal city alfo of Irak, and in fome other 
confiderabte cities there is no Khan, thefe places being royal cities. In thefe the King 
has his palaces, furnllhed with Haves, women, and every requifite ; this, on account of 
his refiding rarely for any length of time at one place, and the inconvenience attendant 
on journeying with a large train. He takes pleafure in travelling occafionally with only 
two or three attendants, excellently mounted ; their horfes journeying with fueh fpecd 
as to perform in the fpace of five or fix nearly thirty days’ journey. On this account, 
he has conftantly fome of thefe horfes ready faddled and bridled in his ftables, the hour 
or even minute of his departure being ever uncertain. 

It is now, however, time to turn from public matters to my own concerns. On Sun¬ 
day lath of March, father John, the vicar-general of the Carmelites, availed himfelf of 
the departure of a courier, who left this place for the camp where the King is, to inform 
the King’s fteward of the houfehold, or Mehimandar, of my arrival, and that I remained 
at Hifpahan, waiting for intelligence whether His Majefty was on his return, or, if not, 
where I might join him. We dial! no doubt, have an anfwer to this letter, which will 
determine tny /lay or departure hence. 

On the fame day I was vifited by two ladies of quality, Chriftians of the Georgian 
church, refident in Hifpahan. They poffefled confiderable property in their own 
country, but owing to the fuddennefs with which the army of Abbas, confifting of one 
hundred thoufand men, left upon their eftates, they had no time to efcape, as did Tri- 
tnuraz Khan ; but following the example of a relation of theirs, a governor, they fur- 
rendered themfelves to the King. Preferving themfelves ftedfaft in their faith, they 
Ihut themfelves out from the bounty of the King, and, having fold all their llaves and 
property for fubfiftence, are reduced to accept of the eleemofynary aid of the monks 
who refide here. Touched by their misfortunes and noble demeanor, we became much 
attached to them. The natives of the country whence they come have ever been famous 
as good foldiers; the country ilfell, 1 underftand is beautiful, and much refembles the 
fineft parts of Lombardy. 

I find an inconvenience in keeping Lent here, owing to the want of fifti in the few 
and very {mall rivers which Perfia can boaft, and the diftance of the fea in any part 
from Hifpahan. The Mediterranean being fixty, the Perfian Gulph thirty, and the 
Cafpian Sea twenty days’ journey diftant. The fifti we eat at prefent comes from the 
Cafpian, and (perhaps on account of there being no other) appears to me excellent; 
when, however, we may without fcruple eat meat, we find I hire extremely well, there 
being here of all deferiptions in abundance. In Hifpahan, where living is dear, for a 
piaftre of Spain (the money inolt in efteem throughout all the Eaft) you have five or 
fix fat pullets; but on the road when travelling, in feveral places die fame film paid 
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for provender for the mules and horfes, and food for four-and-twenty perfons we had 
with us. As for fruits, it may fuffice to tell you that we are now living on moft ex¬ 
cellent melons, and have been for this month paft, whether owing to the care with 
which they are preferved, their being fown late, or of a different fpecies 1 know not; 
yet from the excellence and purity of the air or the drynefs of the earth fuiting and 
preferving them, they are eaten here all the winter, and a,t that period are of a moft 
delicious flavour. 

At the drug (hops, I have found a matter fold here under the name of Hamama, of 
■which I fend you a fpecimen, I do not however conceive it to be the amonium we look 
for ; of the larger cardamom alfo, which I was folicitousof meeting with, undemand¬ 
ing it much refemjbled the araomum, I fend you a parcel. Whether it be the amoinunt 
as I conceived or another fpecies of cardamom unknown to us, 1 am Satisfied there is 
none of the fort in Italy, as it is not to be procured in Turkey, and is very 
rare here. It poflibly may be dear} I fhall however obtain as much of it as pofiible. 
There are here a thoufand other drugs from India, Cathay, and other places; as, how- 
ever, I am not a connoifleur in this article, and have nobody who can give me informa¬ 
tion on the matter, I know not how to make a collection. 

In the packet, you will likewife find a finall branch of a thrub, which inftead of 
leaves or flowers, as you will diftinguilh, produces filaments of a lightifli green colour, 
which yields a very refrelhing liquor held as a fovereign remedy for alleviating the 
heat of fevers; in addition it is of a very grateful fmell. It is called bid mi Ik or the 
mufk fallow, owing to its refemblance in fragrance to mufk and its being deemed a 
■fpecies of willow. 

The day of die vernal equinox, called here Neu rouz, or new day, is one of great 
feftivity in Perfia. On this day, mutual prefents are made, _ and gifts are tendered on 
the part of dependants to their fuperiors, and of the whole kingdom, and the miniflers 
to the King; every one appears in new dreifes, feafts are given, and greater freedom 
and more diverfions reign than on other occalions, the country about the town being 
all alive from the number of parties enjoying themfelves. Thefe entertainments con¬ 
tinue for feveral days; and in thefe the" Indians participate, erecting tents in the courts 
of the caravanferai, where they pals the night in finging and dancing, d he 
aftronomers here, if I miftake not, differ front us in the afcertainment of the 
day of the equinox, but as it is not yet come, I fliall be better able to fpeak of this 
hereafter. Aftronomy is fo well known in Perfia, that there is not a foidier in the 
army, however ignorant he may be, but without confulting the tacuim, or almanac, he 
-wears at his breaft, can readily tell what conjunction or opposition of planets occur on any 
particular day, and is equally prompt at other matters. The King is conftantly attended 
by a judicial aflrologer, and undertakes nothing ere he has firft confuhed him. Thofe 
among this people alfo who prefer the peaceful mufes to the noify god of war 
poflefs much genius, and produce enchanting compofitions. Among thefe are 
many of great nobility, and even of Royal blood, who are ftyled Mirza, that is to 
fay, fons of Princes ; and thefe are the real nobility of Perfia, although degraded 
for policy’s fake, and neither foldiers or Kizilbalhi. They delight much in ftudy, 
and compared with the reft of orientals are very learned, yet not equally fo with 
our men of intelligence. , , 

Methinks I have faid and written a great deal, the fhort time of my refidence here 
confidered, and the little knowlege of the country I have hitherto acquired. I fhall 
conclude, therefore, begging you not to wonder at the confufion of my letter, as I 
have written precipitately as the matter flowed; I hope neverthelefs that the information 
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it affords may be ferviceable, as from the evidence I have had of your genius, I am 
aware that it will not be difficult for you to extract order from the chaos of my writing, 
and give it a new and more regular form. 

Hifpahan, March 17, 1617. 

It efcaped my memory to mention two things, with which it is fit you Ihould be 
made acquainted, the one, that the title of Kizilbafhi is common not only to the 
foldiers and nobles, but, in common with Fars and Ajem, to the country itfelf; it is 
however more in ufe among the Turks and foreigners than the natives themfelves $ 
the other, that in Perfia, by a particular and very ancient privilege, liberty of opinion 
is allowed to all, each following the religion his confcience dictates, and living as he 
pleafes under protection of the law. Hence each nation has a diftindt quarter of 
refidence as I have defcribed of Hifpahan. Moreover they are allowed to adminiller 
juft ice according to their own laws in civil as well as criminal cafes, the courts of His 
Majefty having fcarcely any jurisdiction over them. This right indeed is fo pre¬ 
valent at prefent, that not only diftinct nations but even ambaffadors of Princes, the 
King's guefts, and others of fimilar defcription, exercife a Similar authority, not only 
over their own fervants, but alfo over thofe who may be Subject to them only for a 
time. The priors of convents enjoy the fame privilege. 

I mud further remark that whatever be the crime of an individual who flies for ret 
fuge from juftice to the palace of the King, it is a facred afylum. At prefent there is a 
man of quality whom the King was defirous of putting to death for fonie ftate treafon j 
but being quick enough to enter the palace (althpugh if he made but a ftep without 
the gate, he would inftantly be put to death without further proceis) he is Secure 
from every violence. . None is refufed admittance to the palace, but on palling the 
threlhold, which he kiffes, as 1 have before remarked, he has claim of protection. 
This threlhold in fhort is in Such veneration, that its name of Aftane is the denomi¬ 
nation for the court and the Royal palace irielfi Thus by adding the term doulet, or 
profperity, Aftane y doulet means the court of profperity. The palace is alfo called 
Doulet chane, the houfe of profperity. 

Here, likewife, it may be proper I ihould mention that the prefent King has inftituted 
corps of infantry called fufileers, as better adapted than cavalry for befieging and de¬ 
fending fortreffes : thefe, however, have no red knot, and are not Kizilbalhi or gentle¬ 
men, and are commanded by captains. Of thefe, at prefent, there are Some In all 
his dominions, and in every province. They do not however follow the army, as its 
march is too rapid for their accompaniment. 

Letter the fecond of Pietro delle Valle combats the objections raifed by Signor 
Schipuno againft compiling an account of his travels; and a difcourfe intended to be 
delivered by him to the Academy of Humourifts, not being material to the defcription 
of Perfia, it has been omitted. 

LETTER Ilf. 

Hifpahan , December 8, 1617. 

IN my preceding letters from this city of the month of March laft, I defcribed to 
you my journey hither from Bagdad, and fo much of the curiofities of Hifpahan, and 
matters in general refpefting Perfia, that at prefent I have little information to afford 
you. I promifed in one of thefe to give you on fome^jiture occafion more particulars 
refpeCling the Guebres. A few days ago I vilited their new city, the pofition of which 
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I have before described. It is called the GuebriHun; or the place of the infidels. If 
is well built, the ftreets very wide, firaigbt, and much handfomer than thofe of 
Chiolfa, having been conftrudted fince them with more experience and attention : 
none of the houfes however have more than a ground floor, and all are deftitute of 
ornament, eorrefponding with the poverty of their inhabitants, and differing from 
thofe or Chiolfa, w^hich are magnificent. The Guebres follow no trade, but earn their 
livelihood by ruflic occupations with much labour and fatigue. They wear all the 
fame kind of drefs, and of the fame colour, that of cement made of brick-dufe. 

Thefe people beat" great refembhnce to the Perfians of the prefent day, but are 
coarfely built ; they wear a round cap generally white, without any mixture of colours, 
of a fanciful fhape like that of the modern Perfians: they do not however like thefe 
fliave the cheeks and chin, but fuffer their beard to grow like the Turks, and wear their 
hair long like women, precifely in the fame manner as their anedtors are represented 
to have done by Herodotus, The women likewife drefs all alike ; their coftume how¬ 
ever more refembles that of the Arabs or Chaldeans than the Perfian ; it much re- 
fembles the frock ufually worn with us by pilgrims, but without any girdle or collar. 
Their drefs is improved by a veil which they wear over the head, of a greenifh yellow. 
This is very long and wide, of the fame fafliion as thofe worn by the Arabian and 
Chaldee women, which, covering the face, they fuffer to float in the wind, as low as the 
waift, and hang down to the ground behind. In the ftreets they go with their face 
uncovered, differing in this refpect from the Mahometans, 

According to what I gathered from one of their left, afimple and uninformed being, 
they have a diftinct language, varying, as well as the characters, from the Perfian of the 
prefent day; I was however unable to learn from him whether or no like the Latins 
they write from left to right, nor any particulars concerning their facred fire. He told 
me, however, that they pray three times a day, at fun-rife, noon, and fun-fet; that they 
adore one Supreme Being, creator of all things vifible and invifible; and on my Hating 
that we had a direft contrary opinion of their belief, How ?” fald his wife, who was 
Handing by : M Gracious God! we not know thee. Make me thy facrifice! (a common 
expreflion with them) Who ever faw thee, or knows how thou exifteth ? 5> Whence 
I conceive them not to be idolaters as they are reprefented. They acknowledged indeed 
that they revered the fun and moon as angels, but of inferior degree. They deteft 
Mahomet, looking on him as an impoftor, and his followers as infidels; nor call them- 
felves Guebres, as termed by the Mahometans, but Behen-din (of the true faith). They 
have great abhorrence of frogs, tortoifes, crabs, and other fimilar animals, which they 
fay infect water, and kill them whenever they find them; probably land-infefts alfo and 
terrain, fuch as ferpents, ants, and the like; in this conforming with the practice of the 
Magi, as related by Herodotus. They do not burn their dead, but place them upright 
with their eyes open, in which pofture they leave them to decay, or be devoured by 
crows. I fhall endeavour, ou feme other occailon, to obtain more ample information 
refpefting this people. 

Four things curious enough in themfelves I have remarked while in Hifpahan. 
The firft, the practice of the people hereon the oceafion of ihe total cclipfe of 
the moon on the i6th of Auguff lafh Upon this event, the whole population got on 
the flat roofs of the houfes, rending the air with their riuife and fongs, and the found of 
brafs pans, either to frighten the animal about to devour the moon, or to ftrengthen her 
in her fufferings in palling through a door or very narrow paflage. Similar fuper- 
ftition exifts in Turkey, but W.'t* t was fin-prized at finding the people fo ignorant, 
learning prevailing here much more than in Turkey, 
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The fecond, I noticed in vifiting Huffein culi Mirza, a near relation of the King, 
and defcended according to report in even a more direct line from AH and Mahomet 
than even His Majefty himfelf. In his Divan-Chane, that is to fav, the hall that ferves 
for an audience-chamber and eating-room when ft rangers are invited, was a reeds as is 
common in all grand houfes, the palaces of the King not excepted; the Divan Chane is 
generally in fome low ftory, yet commanding a view either of gardens or courts, and 
is open in front like our galleries or porticos : in the recefs I fpeak of, their victuals 
is cooked in the prefence of the guefts, with the greateft nicety and cleanlinefs imagin¬ 
able, without any fire, fmoak, or dirt of any deferi prion common to kitchens, difguft- 
ing the eye. Oppofite to the entrance is this recefs, which is a broad and long niche, 
refembliog a fmall tribunal in our churches, lined all round from top to bottom* and 
the floor entirely covered with varniftied fhining tiles of different colours, on which 
are reprefented with much tafte either figures or very handfcme and well-painted 
flowers; the walls of the hall are alfo covered with tiles of fimilar deferiprion, but only 
to the height of about three feet, for guefts to lean againfl fitting on carpets* The walls 
in the Eaft being bare of furniture, on the floor of the recefs are fmall openings, pur- 
pofely left for large difibes or other fuitabie veffels to be placed upon, in which the 
victuals is cooked ; the fire to heat them is under ground, but fo difpofed as to allow 
a vent for the fmoak as wel! as the flame, which is invifible in the apartment; and not- 
withftanding thiSj over thefe holes their meat is extremely well cooked, and even roafted, 
or rather baked* Amid thefe holes rifes a fmall fountain of pure water, which ferves for 
cleanfing the meat, and afterwards runs off by two canals which are concealed, and 
takes away every fpecies of filth, fo that the mod delicate eye can receive no offence. 

This mode of cooking in prefence of the party invited is lefs* I believe* for the 
convenience itfelf, than a precaution againft: poifon. Owing to an apprehenfion of 
attempts of this kind, is it, in my opinion, that the King does fo many things which 
ignorant people tax as whimficaJ and unworthy of Majefty; fueh for example as cook¬ 
ing for himfelf* which is common with him, particularly the fifhor game he has himfelf 
caught or killed* On fuch occafions, he will difle£t the animal he has deftroyed with the 
greateft nicely, feparating with fo much epicurifm the daimieft morfels, as to collect no 
more from the carcafe than a pound in fmall fliees, .which he feafons with different in¬ 
gredients that are grateful to his palate, and makes of it when cooked a moft hearty 
regale. At other times he will dine in the ftreets from cooks' fliops wherever any 
grateful odour falutes him from the ft earning kitchens* In this he is not particular, 
many individuals* on account of the fuperior cooking at thefe fliops, being ferved from 
them with their meals* Again, in riding along His-Majefty will enter a houfe, and 
dine on whatever the family may have provided for itfelf. 

The third matter worthy of remark is an annual folemnity in memory of the death 
of Ali* which is celebrated on the a ift of the month Ramadhan, on which occafion 
there are two proceflions by two of their congregations, each of them accompanied 
by a great part of the city, and a number of the nobles of the kingdom ; when in the 
city, the King even follows in either the one or other of them. The firft rank in the 
proceffion is filled by a number of horfes covered with ornaments peculiar to the 
country ; on their faddles are trophies of bows and arrows, fwords, and Ihields ; and 
on the pummel of the faddle, a turban reprefenting the arms of Ali- Thefe are followed 
by a number of colours, pikes and lances of extraordinary length, with bandroles* fup- 
ported with difficulty by the men who carry them on foot; thefe, fo long that the 
weight of the end caufes them to bend* are poffibly meant to reprefent part of the arms 
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of Ali, and defignate his immenfc bulk. Afterwards follows a bier* and fometimes a 
number of biers, of black velvet, and covered with trophies of various arms, offenfive 
and defenfiye, railed very high and furmounted with tufts of feathei’s and other fimilar 
decorations* Thefe biers are accompanied by a number of fingers, with cymbals, 
gongs, and fifes, with which they make the air refouud, leaping about inceffantly, and 
roaring out with all their might in a mofl hideous manner* People of quality go on 
horfeback in the proceffion, the mob, which is extremely numerous, on foot* 

This procefiion marches round the Meidan or great fquare, which I have before 
deferibed and Hops for awhile before the Royal palace, and again before the principal 
molque oppofite, whence after certain prayers each repairs to his home* The Vizier of 
Hifpahan on the one part, and the King’s treafurer on the other, appear on the fqnare, 
each attended by a number of cavaliers, who clear the way of the crowd. It is their fpecial 
care alfo to prevent quarrels between the two proceffions on account of precedence, 
which fometimes happen, and terminate in the lofs of lives* 

The fourth object I have to notice is the Feaft of Rofes, which lafts the whole time 
of their remaining in bloom. During this period you fee nothing but dancing to the 
found of various mflruments in all the public places, by night as well as by day, and 
people regaling themfelves with coffee. A number of young children alfo in the coffee- 
houfes difplay their agility in a loofe and lafeivious manner, and run about the ftreets 
in the neighbourhood of the Meidan, attended by others carrying flambeaux and chan¬ 
deliers full of lights, who fcatter rofes on all they meet, receiving money in return. 
In other parts men and women repair without the city, where they take refrefti merits, 
and amufe themfelves with throwing rofes at each other. This feaft of roles appears 
to me a remnant of the ancient felKvities held in honour of Flora, in the fame feafon 
of the year. 

As for the temperature of the air in this country, both the heat and cold are very 
tolerable, notwith Handing, in the open funfliine, the warmth far furpafles that of Italy. 
The cold is never very intenfe, although in the months of January and February, the 
only ones of winter, there falls a quantity of fnow. It rains fo feldom, that, from the 
time of my arrival up to December, I have never remarked more than once a few drops 
in the beginning of autumn. Owing to this drynefs, and the mild and refrelhmg breezes 
which frequently prevail, the air is incomparably pure and falubrious ; whence nobody 
retires to clofe apartments to fleep in the fummer, (that is from May to September,) 
but take repofe on the floor of their houfes, without any counterpane of mats, as is 
ufual in the reft of Afia, and feveral parts of the Archipelago, or any other covering what- 
foever, but wholly expofed to the open air. Others, however, not inclined to rife with 
the lark, retire to the Divan-chane, fronting their courts or gardens. 

The drynefs and natural fterility of the earth, which contains a quantity of nitre, 
exacts of the hufhandman confiderable care and abundance of manure. In this country 
they ufe indifferently the dung of cattle and men, and fuch is the demand for the latter, 
that inftead of its cofting any thing to have privies emptied, the fervants receive a 
handfome coin penfation from thofe who take away the foil* From the drought and 
requifitenefs of water, great pains are taken to obtain it, and bring it from confiderable 
diftance for irrigating the lands; by which means, and by the addition of compoft, the 
fructifying influence of the fun produces almoft every thing in this climate. If any¬ 
thing be wanting produced in other countries, it is lefs owing to the ignorance of the 
inhabitants, or the want of value for fuch articles on their part, than the incapacity 
of the amended foil or the climate tp yield them. Above all the delicate or delicious 
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fruits which grow in this country, that which in my efleem excels the reft is a kind 
of apricot, called by the Perfians, to diftinguilh it from other fpecies, by a mixed 
word half Arabic half Perfian, tokhra elk-lhems, fignifying fun’s feed. 

Melons here are eaten nine months out of the twelve, and are of an exquifitc flavour j 
grapes all the year round; of thefe there is a fpecies called chilkmilk, of a greenifli 
colour, oblong, and without ftones. This, either frefli or dry, is delicious, either by 
itfelf or mixed with their different diflies, particularly pilao. Here is likewife found 
a certain fort of pulfe called malic, unknown in Italy, and excellent: it is of a greenifli 
colour, not much larger than lentils, not fo flat, more refembling a pea in fliape, but 
not of equal fize. 

As I have nothing further to write to you of matters relative to Perfia in general, 
I lhail give fome account of my individual affairs, knowing as I do that they will not 
be indifferent to you. Firft, then, I enjoy good health, am fomewhat leaner than for¬ 
merly, of which I know not thecaufe; it is not occafioned by the heat, for it agrees 
with "me, not to over exercife *, for I have been almoft idle for ten months back. Is it 
owing to my being married ? I cannot think fo j for when much more plump than at 
prefent, I was not lefs the fervant of the ladies. Poflibly it may be owing to the dif¬ 
ferent food. Hifpahan becomes wearifome to me in the abfence of the court and all 
the nobility, notwithftanding its beauties and population ; and were it not for the 
converfation of fome among the good lathers which has kept me alive, I fnould furely 
have died of the fpleen. 

However, thank God, I am on the eve of leaving it to join the King, wherever he 
may be, and for the purpofe have already provided myfelf with tents, horfes, camels, 
carriages, and other requifites; nnce I as lhail have to follow the army, I mull carry my 
houfe with me a la Scythe, and be provided with horfes to hamefs to the carriages at 
an inftant’s notice, either by night or day. I have therefore a chain of camels, (a 
chain conlifts of feven) but am fearful as my baggage is weighty thefe will fcarcely 
fuffice. I have chofen them of a Perfian race, on account of their being bell fitted for 
fatigue; hardy, and capable of enduring the winters of Armenia, where ufually the 
army encamps. The camels of Perfia differ from thofe of Egypt, Arabia, Turkey, 
or any other country ; are ftronger, larger, and have more hair on the neck and legs. 
I take but four faddle-horfes with me, which will be fuflicient for myfelf and thofe I 
moll regard ; as for war-horfes and horfes of parade, I lhail meet with them on t he fpot, 
fuperior and cheaper than any I can purchafe here. All that I wait for now is the 
making of certain dreffes, and horfe accoutrements, which I mull take with me hence. 
All my liveries are complete; they are red and yellow, and will I trull appear novel 
and extraordinary at court, as it is not ufual to drefs fervants in this manner; I may 
thus fet a falhion eventually, as the Perfians are great imitators. The King, as I have 
before noticed, has long been apprized of my arrival, and I understand from the Auguflin 
monk and the Englilh refident returned from court, (whither the latter had gone for 
the Royal decifion on a difference between himfelf and the Portuguefe refident,) that 
His Majefty made many enquiries refpefting me and fignified that he was impatient 
to fee me. 

Enough of my preparations; I mufl now proceed to give you a defeription of the 
folemn facrifice of the camel, at which I was prefent out of curiofity a Ihort time ago. 
The firft day of the Little Bairane or Mahometan F.after, called likewife the Bairane del 
Curban, or of the facrifice in commemoration of the facrifice of Abraham. It fell 
this year on the 9th of December. The Mahometans are accuftomed to make facri¬ 
fice of a number of victims on this occafion, on the 10th day of the moon in their 
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twelfth month, called by them Di’I hadje and kill feveral Iambs in their own houfts, 
part of which they eat, and give the reft to the poor; but in the principal cities, or 
wherever the King happens to be, a camel is facriiiced, the Perlians reputing the 
animal Haiti by Abraham in lieu of his fon, whom they fay was Ifbmael and not lfaac, 
to have been a camel, and not a ram as ftated in fcripture. The Turks, however, read 
the text after our manner, and ridicule the facrifice of the camel. 

The ceremony of the facrifice of the camel is as follows. Three days previoully, a 
female camel is led all over the city crowned with flowers, fuch as violets, and many 
ftmilar ftill in bloom, together with different herbs, among which I noticed a branch of 
the pine, accompanied by a great concourfe playing on cymbals and fifes. A mulla, or 
do&or of the law, follows, who at intervals chants their confeffion of faith and certain 
prayers. The people as llie paffes by pull off hair from her, which they preferve as 
a relic. 

On the third day, which is ulhered in with the found of trumpets, cymbals, and other 
inftruments, particular prayers, and where poflible, by difcharges of artillery j after 
prayers, all the nobility, and the King, if he be on the fpot, together with the people, a 
mingled mafs of all defcriptions, feme on foot and others on horfeback, repair without 
the city. In Hifpahan, the place where the ceremony is performed, is a large iquare or 
efplanade, full two miles from the gates. Here a large circle is formed, the inner rows 
of which are occupied by the moil diftinguifhed perfons, in their richeft and mod 
fuperb dreffes ; all the people being habited in their befi. Here they wait the arrival 
of the viftim, which is firft conduced round the town again in the manner before de- 
fcribed. Before the camel a lance is carried, or rather a zagay, handfomely mounted 
with fleet at the end, with which lhe is to be flam. As foon as file arrives at the deftined 
fpot, lhe is driven into the circle, and furrounded by a number of the people refident 
about Hifpahan, as well as others. After placing her in the pofture requifite, one of 
the moll confiderable perfonages prefent, (this year Haider Sultan, captain of the gate 
of the King’s haram,) magnificently dreffed and covered with ornaments, takes the lance, 
and, as lhe lays on the right fide, back-bandedly pierces her through the heart. Imme¬ 
diately the people about throw themfelvea upon the vifiim, and with {words, knives, 
hatchets, or any other cutlery they may have, feparate it into a thoufand pieces ; the 
mob, armed with bludgeons, difputing for participation. After the divifion, in deter¬ 
mining which cudgel-logic is of much more efficacy than oratory, the mob tumultu- 
oufly return to their various homes. 

Part of the llefh of this animal is cooked and eaten with great devotion, the reft failed 
and preferved throughout the year, is regarded as a remedy for all kinds of infirmities. 
The head was fent to the King, the quarters are diftributed all over the city and the 
various villages adjoining, the number of which within a circle round Hifpahan of from 
twelve to fifteen miles is more than a thoufand. 

On account of the abfence of the court, few people of high rank were prefent; the 
number was confined to the Vizier of Hifpahan the prime minifter, Haider Sultan 
before-mentioned, and Melek Bey, who likewife is Melek Ettilgiar, or king of the 
merchants. 

Lala Bey the great treafurer was to have been prefent, but receiving orders from the 
King, he departed from Hifpahan fome days before. He invited me to accompany him, 
but as my doing fo would have fubjefted me to many ceremonial inconveniencies, I 
excufed myfelf on account of not having every thing ready, which was adually the faft. 
1 begged of him, however, to leave one of his fervants with me to efcort me on the road 
whofe prefence may do me credit, and be of fervice to me. 


The 
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The Vizier likewife has promifed to furnilh me with a letter of credit, and engages 
for my being well received by the governors and officers of the cities and towns through 
which I fhall have to pafs. From appearance, therefore, no more than one thing will 
be wanting to me, and that a companion of my own country, to take part in my adven¬ 
tures, and fhare my pleafures. You mull know I have no one any longer about me 
from Italy, or even from Europe, having been obliged to rid myfelf of the only two I 
had, the one a Venetian whom I engaged at Aleppo, the other a Flemilh painter, fly 
prefent houfehold confiftsof Afiatics entirely, among which one old man as major domo, 
and harain kie kaifi, or keeper of the women; one Armenian Chriftian as a harbinger, 
and three Chaldeans, one a cook, another a running footman, and the third as yet 
without an office. 

The King has already taken up his winter-quarters, and although yet uninformed of 
where, I expert to find him in Mazanderan, a province which makes a part of Hireania, 
or rather Media, in a certain city on the Cafpian Sea, which he has lately caufed to be 
built, called Ferhabad, a word compofed of Arabic and Perfian, and fignifying colony 
of gladnefs. The King is much delighted with this city, and takes a pieafure in 
augmenting and giving it every poffible embellifhment. It al«ady is conlidered as 
the metropolis of that province ; furpafiing by much every other in reputation and 
grandeur. 

We fhall, therefore, direft our courfe to Hireania, and vifit the Cafpian Sea, whence 
I fhall not fail to write to you. I kifs your hands. 

In the third letter, of which the preceding is an extra£t, much extraneous matter 
occurring, either relative to India, gathered from the accounts of others, hittorical rela¬ 
tions generally known, or communications of a perfonal nature not interefting to the 
reader, they, as well as many repetitions, are omitted in the tranllation. 

LETTER IV. 

From Ferhabad the beginning of May 161S, 
and Cazvin the 2 $th July following. 

SHORTLY before my departure from Hifpahan, I add refled a letter to you, in 
which I gave an exa£t account of my travels up to that time. As I am conftantiy 
mindful of the promife I made you, I fhall continue to relate occurrences as they hap¬ 
pen, detail my progrefs through the countries I vifit, and the curiofities I meet with. 
With this view J have to inform you, that on the 30th of December laft, while yet at 
Hifpahan, the Mahometans perceiving the new moon on the previous evening (the 
beginning of their day, after the manner of the Jews) began to celebrate the firfl: day of 
the month Muharrem, the beginning of their new year, the 1027th of the Hegira, that 
is to fay, the flight of Mahomet from Mecca to Medina, on account of his being igno- 
minioufly driven thence for introducing his new opinions-and falfe religion. In confe¬ 
rence, this day was the firfl of the Afhur, or the ten, during which the Ferfians give 
public and authentic demonflrations of their regret for the death of the unfortunate 
Huflein, the fon of Ali and Fatima the daughter of the Prophet. 

This Huflein, canonized by the Mahometans and acknowleged by the Perfians as 
the true Inian and lovereign chief of their fett, and from whom the prefent Kings of 
Perfia boail of being defeended, was attacked on his way by thofe of the oppofite fac- 
7 don. 
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tlon, and, together with from feventy to eighty of his followers, was mafiacred in the 
defarts of Arabia at a place called Kirbulss, where he is interred. Idis fepulchre is flill 
in high veneration, and his death bewailed with certain ceremonies* During the Afhur 
nothing is heard but lamentations, moft of the people wearing black, a colour they 
never afliime at any other time* No one during this period either fhaves or bathes, and 
all fcropuloufly follow the prefcriptions of the Koran, abftaming from every kind of 
fenfuality, all pleafures, and all diverfion. Many of the poorer fort are accuftomed to 
bury themfelves up to the mouth in the ftreets, covering their heads with a vafe, over 
which earth is depofited, and remain thus from dawn til! funfet, and even during part 
of the night, other poor perfons fitting by the while, and afking aims of paffengers* 

Others again run naked about the ftreets, with only their privities concealed with a 
piece of black cloth or facking of a dark colour, their fiefh daubed over with fhining 
blacking, fo as to refemble as many devils. Thefe are accompanied by others painted 
red, in token of Huflein dying covered with blood, and collectively they fing in a 
mournful drain the praife of Huifein, and defcripdons of his martyrdom, beating time 
with two pieces of wood or ribs of certain animals, which produce a melancholy found, 
and dancing all the ^hile in midft of the crowd* Sometimes they unite with mounte¬ 
banks, felling their theriaca, thus gathering money from the fpe£huors. 

Every day at noon one of their mulla, of the race of Mahomet, repairs to the fpot 
where thefe exhibitions go forward* This mulla is not called an emir, as at Conftanti- 
nople, nor afherife, as in Egypt, but from an Arabic word feidi or monfieur. This 
mulla, then, dreft on this occafion in a green turban, of which colour it is never 
worn by the Perfians at any other time, mounts an elevated pulpit, where feated in 
midft of a number of people, men as well as women, either, on the floor or very low 
feats, he recites a panegyric on the virtues of Huflein, and defcribes the manner of his 
death ; exhibiting occafionally to the people, extremely attentive to what he fays, certain 
figures reprefenting the circumftances to which he alludes, and endeavouring to excite 
their eommiferation and tears. This ceremony is likewife copied in the mofques, and 
the mod public parts of the ftreets, which are adorned and illuminated for the purpofe ; 
the audience all the while bathed in tears, fighing and moaning, beating their breafts 
and difplaying the greateft affli&ion, frequently repeat with much expreflion of agony 
thefe laft verfes of one of their poetic monodies, Va Hujfein ! Shah Huflein / Alas 
Hufieio ! the Shah Huflein! 

On the tenth day, the day on which the murder was effected, there are proceflions 
in every quarter of the city, refembling thofe on the commemoration of the death of 
Ali,with fimilar ceremonies, except thofe on a certain camel three or four young children 
are placed in panniers, in memory of thofe of the defunft who were thrown in prifon, 
finging mournful ditties* There are likewife biers covered with black velvet fur- 
mounted by the tag* On fome even are a green turban and a fword. The trophies, 
fimilar to thofe in the procefflon for Ali, are carried on the heads of men, who dance 
inceflantly to the founds of cymbals and gongs, turning continually as they dance, and 
keeping time with much grace- The country people from the neighbourhood accom¬ 
pany the train with cudgels, to ufe where occafion againft thofe in other proceflions 
whom they may chance to encounter, not only to fecure to their affemblage a prece¬ 
dent, but alfo in commemoration of the ftrife in which Huflein was killed ; °they hold¬ 
ing for certain, in cafe of being ilain on this occafion, that they fhall enter paradifo imme¬ 
diately ; believing, morever, that all who die during the ten days of the Afhur are 
tranfported thither direftly. 


But 
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But to my departure. Having provided a litter on the back of a camel for Madame 
Maani, my lady, and all things being in readinefs, on Friday in the evening, the 19th of 
January 1618, I left Iiifpahan, efcorted by all the brotherhood of Carmelites, Auguf- 
tines, and other fecular Europeans then in the city, who accompanied me to the begin¬ 
ning of the road to Ferhabad, the city at which the King was reprefented to be. The 
fii'lt day we t ravelled no more than a league, it being late when I leftHifpahan, and relied 
at a village called Bectabad; the country about which is barren, and white as if covered 
with fnow, a circumftance owing, as I conceive, to its abounding fo much in nitre. 

That 1 may omit nothing, I mud inform you that didances are meafured in Pei'fia 
by leagues, or parafanga, as mentioned by Herodotus, Xenophon, and feveral other 
authors, called, however, by corruption, ferfeng. The Turks, indeed, call them agaj, 
or trees, they being marked by trees. The length of them is fimilar to thofe of Spain, 
that is to fay, equal to four Italian miles. 

The manner of travelling here is as follows: the haram, or ladies, go before, with 
all the camels and carriages, together with the domedics who efcort them. Thefe lad 
go on foot chiefly, well armed, yet without fatiguing themfelves, as when weary they 
mount the camels. Having eight fervants with me, four or five are allotted to this 
department. The chief or governor of the haram accompanies the ladies, on horfeback. 
This perfon is ufually either an eunuch, or a venerable old man with a white beard, 
who is armed as well as the red, and has the command of the efcort. It was one of the 
latter defcription which I employed, who had had the care of Madame Maani from her 
youth, and loved her with the tendernefs of a father. He it was who, when obliged to 
fly from Mardiu, her native country, like Mitvebus who followed Camilla, never quitted 
her for an indant, but carried her from the deftru&ion of war, feated before him on 
horfeback. When, however, any difficulties occurred on the way as we proceeded, I 
font to his aifidance a Marfeillois, whom I have lately hired, and who is at prefent the 
only European in my fervice. I find him more clever than the red of my fervants, and 
ufe him when occafion as an ayant courier to clear the way. 

After the haram is lent forward the mader mounts his horfe an hour afterwards or 
fo, with the other fervants who accompany him on horfeback, as it is requifite he fliould 
have a refpectable appearance. Among thefe I have condantly a methu, or fquire, who 
looks after the horfes, and ferves me as a valet, carrying behind him two large port¬ 
manteaus, comprifing a finall carpet, mattrafs, pillow, and coverlid, for one perfon, that 
they may be ready on occafion, without having refort to the luggage borne by the 
camels, and a robe lined with fur, with a great coat and other fimilar defences againft 
cold, rain, &c. In thefe alfo are carried provifions and fweetmeats to eat on the way. 
After this defcription, you will not wonder at the finall number of leagues we travel 
in a day. 

The fecond day we made no more progrefs than two leagues, palling the night in a 
dilapidated caravanferai, at a finall town called Rie. On the third day we travelled 
eight leagues, beginning our journey an hour before dawn, taking up our lodging at a 
caravanferai called Serdehew, Handing by itfelf. Here, however, we found provifions, 
the hofl keeping always a ftore for the ufe of travellers. In thefe caravanferai on the 
road the traveller is received gratis, and may remain as long as he pleafes. In the 
cities he pays a trifle ; but unlike thole on the road, which are open, the rooms of the 
latter have locks to the doors, for the maintenance of which the charge is made. They 
are, however, entirely deftitute of furniture. 

From Hifpahan to this caravanferai we traverfed over a flat country. On the fourth 
day we journied five leagues on a level road, between hills entirely bare of vegetation of 

any 
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any kind, like the whole of the province of Irak, which paffes with fome for the ancient 
-iVithia j the labour of the inhabitants ami an abundance of water alone making fertile 
thofe places which are peopled. This day Madame Maani and myfelf dined midway 
of our day’s journey, in a garden belonging to the King, called Tagiabad, or the colony 
of the crown. Over the gate there is a final! pavilion, finiilar to that I have before 
deferibed over the gate of the entrance to the palace in Hifpahan, but not fo large, fo 
liandfome, nor fo .coftly. Here I have to obferve, that the archite&ure of all the houfes 
belonging to the King which I have hitherto feen is the fame ; the houfes are fmall, 
contain a number of rooms with many doors, and the decorations are wholly limilar. 
.The garden was full of trees and fruit; its only remarkable beauty, however, was a long 
alley reaching from the houfe to the extremity, lined with cyprefs-trees and paved with 
Hone* .In the middle of the garden ran a large ftream, whence flowed feveral pleafing 
branches, and numerous water-falls, or rather courfes, over irregular beds, afforded a 
pleafing murmur. 

After dining on the banks of this ftream, we arrived in the evening at a town called 
Kaur, taking up our abode in a private houfe, the caravartferai affording ftielter only 
for our cattle. On the fifth day, after travelling four leagues, we refted at a town 
called Dep-abad; well watered with rivulets abounding fo plentifully with fifh, that 
they may be taken out with the hand. We paffed the night in the houfe of one of the 
principal inhabitants of this town, which is of confiderable fize, from whom we met 
with great civility. The fixth day, after going over again four leagues, we lodged 
with fome private perfons, at a town called Buz-abad, or the colony of ice, but met 
with only indifferent treatment: mid-wity we faw a large refervoir of water, to which 
you defeend by fteps, conftructed for the convenience of travellers, there being no 
fountains in this part; and towards evening paffed by a large mofquc, with gardens, 
apartments, and conveniencies for the perfons refident on the fpot, who look after this 
place of worfhip with great care. It is held by the Perfians in great veneration, and 
called by them Saleh i Mufa Cadhum, from the perfon interred here} the feventh 
day, Thurfday 25th January, five leagues beyond, we reached the city of Caflian, and 
took up our refidence in a very large and handfome caravanferai belonging to the Shah, 
out of the city, and in the neighbourhood of the King’s palace, where we remained for 
fome time to refrefh and reft ourfelves. 

Caflian is a city of fmall fize for Perfia, though both larger and better peopled than 
Averfa, or Capua in the kingdom of Naples. The traffic in it is confiderable, on account 
of its being the high road to Cafvin, Tebriz, the weftern parts of Turkey, the Cafpian 
Sea, and all the north. Among other articles there are here numerous manufactories 
of filks j the chief part of thofe ufed in Perfia or fent abroad being made here. Here 
they manufacture filks of all deferiptions. But not with fuch tafte nor of fuch fine colours 
as with us ; they particularly, from want of cochineal and its dearnefs, dye very few' of 
a crimfon colour. 

The fite of Caflian is on the extremity of an extenfive plain at the foot of very lofty 
mountains. So great is the heat in this city, that the winter is fcarcely felt, but, on the 
other hand, the fummer is intolerably hot. The inhabitants, however, are plenteoufly 
fupplied with cooling fruits ot every defeription, fuch as oranges, lemons, limes, and 
the like. As for its buildings, there are none that are handfome, the baths and the caravan- 
ferai excepted. Before the King’s palace in the fuburbs is a very wide and long ftreet, 
terminating with the gates of the city, the palace being on one of its fides. The rtreets 
of bazar within the city are built with piazzas, according to cuftom, and in the middle 
of the bazar is a little fquare white building, furrounded by walls, with numerous windows 
* ■ • - • . and 
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and balconies, perfectly fymmetrical and exaftly proportioned, which makes a very 
fine appearance. 

As i am ever defirous of forming acquaintance with the learned, in the little time I 
remained here I got introduced to a Jew, a native of Shiras, whofe family, however, 
came orginally from Safer, at prefcnt a feminary of the rnoft learned and moft religious 
among the Jews in Paleftine; his name Mullah Meflih. He was brought to Calc nan 
by the King to practice phyfic. He carries on this profeffion publicly, receiving per- 
fons at his houie with great civility, but viiiting none; where necelfary to fend to the 
patient, from his being too weak to come to confult him, he difpatches feme ignorant 
fervant, and prefcribes from his report of the fymptoms, without examining the urine, 
feeling the pulfe, or feeing the patient. He Ihewed me his library, which contained 
nothing curious ; and befides this, two balls, which he informed me were of mercury, 
that he had fixed, .the fecret of which art he proffered to difclofe, on condition of my 
acquainting him with tne method of making looking-glafles, an art on which 1 haH been 
dilcourfmg with him , and of which I was mailer j but I declined his offer, not being 
partial to chymifby, being wholly ignorant of it, and expecting nothing but lome paltry 
deception from a Jew whofe kno wlege appeared to be far from extenfive. 

While at Cafchan, employed in converfing with this Jew, Madame Maani, wifhing to 
buy feme filks and other matters, repaired for the purpofe to the Bazar-i-ftaun, a place 
in the middle of the Bazar, lurrounded by walls. Now, in this quarter no women of 
quality are wont to go in the day-time with their cuftomary attendants, and in the night 
it is doled; Madame Maani, therefore, went incognita in a fervant’s drefs, with only 
one of her domeltics, her lalu or governor, and two other fervants at a diftance. Faffing 
along the Bazar in a croVided part, an iniolent man, taking her for a fervant, pulhed 
her, laying hold of her arm as drunkards in the ffreets are wont to do with the women 
they meet. Upon this, Madame Maani, forgetting fhe was dreft as a fervant, put her- 
felf in a rage. Decorum, however, prevented her from making a noife, fhe therefore 
limply expreffed by figns to the two men behind tvhat had happened, and pointed out 
the offender. One of them who comprehended her followed the man, and gave him a 
beating, but being joined by one of his comrades, who, as well as the offender, were 
fervants of a fon-in-law of the King, rendered infupportably infolent by the diftinction 
fliewn them, and both being armed, my two fervants immediately drew their fwords, 
and conducted themfelves fo bravely that the boldeft and moft offenfive was laid on the 
ground, having received, befides two mortal blows, fuch a violent cut from a feymetar 
as Jepai ated both the fhoulders. The others who had come to his affiftancc were difperfed 
with many a kick, without my people being fubjeft to any inconvenience. As foon as I 
heard of the affair I waited upon the Daroga, or governor of the city, to acquaint him 
of the c 12 cut'llfltinces or the quarrel^ slid Ik^isfy him of the innocence o£ my fervants j 
in which I fucceeded, meeting with great civility, and receiving excufes on his part for 
not having fumifhed me with a houfe, which, had he been informed of my arrival, it 
would have been his duty and pride to have done. 

Ihe robe of the Perfians, which is made of cloth, differs in feme refpefts from that of 
the Turks, being more firnple, ftraighter, and more open above. The under waifteoat, 
which they wear in winter only over the fhirt, and which is not feen, is generally made 
of India cotton extremely fine. In fummer they wear fiuiply an outer jacket, or rather 
coat, quilted and lined with cotton, which fits the bodv exactly, covers the ftomach, 
and is very narrow at the waifl, on the right fide of which it is laced ; it has long, 
nairou, plaited fleeves, without any buttons at the wrift. From the wailt downwards 
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it expands in the manner of a bell, reaching to the calf of the leg, where it is widcfl> 
and is kept expanded by the ftrength of the quilting. 

In general, thefe veils or coats-are made as before obferved of Indian cloth ftained 
of a Angle colour, but the figures are whimfical, and are therefore lb much the more 
prized. When thefe cloths are new, they are ss- glofly and luflrous as fatin. They 
wear two Tallies below the ftomach, one above the other. The longer as well as the 
Ihorrer are of filk, extremely fine and handfome, frequently worked with gold, 
as their chief pride is in the number, variety, and beauty of their fafhes, which diftin- 
guifli the high claffes from the lower. The fhorter, to relieve the beauty of the other,, 
and fhew it to greater advantage, is only of one colour, and much more fimple than 
the firft; and although this fecond girdle be frequently of cotton, or camel’s hair, it is 
not in lefs eiteem, being oftentimes of greater value than thofe made of filk. 

In winter the Perfians wear but one upper garment, made fomewhat to referable a 
frock coat, and chiefly very fliort, fo much fo, that it fcarcely flaps the haunches of 
the horfe when they ride ; the common people wear it fomewhat longer, but 
never to reach lower than the bend of the knee. It is principally of cloth, but of a 
curious colour, different from that of the veil, and trimmed with cords and filk frogs. 
On grand occafions, their coats are of filk and gold, and moftly lined with fur, of 
which they have abundance that is very handfome, of white, black, and grey colours,. 
wiih fome unknown among us, particulary that of a kind of lamb, peculiar to the pro¬ 
vince of Khorafan, the hair of which is long and curling : their flioes are of cloth of 
lb me lively colour; the women, however, wear them of velvet and gold cloth alone. 

They take efpecial care that every part of their drefs fhall be of a different colour, 
in this varying from our practice $ nor do they choofe common colours, fuch as blue, 
green, and the like, but compound and whimfical tints, fuch as bronze colour, that 
of the camel, of wine lees, olive and fimilar; but of all, that which in my efteein is 
the mofl brilliant is a flame colour, by the fide of which our liveliefl fcarlet or carna¬ 
tion appears as nothing, and among their darker colours, a certain deep green pleafed 
me highly than the mofl fafhionable of any in the Eaft. It is called Negti or Neft, 
from its fimilitude of tint to that of a certain oil exuded from the earth in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Backu, a city of Albania on the Cafpian fea, dependant on Perfia. This 
oil being very cheap is ufed for burning, and produces a conliderable revenue to the 
crown ; it has alfo fome medicinal qualities, and is not unknown to our druggifls. 

The fwords here are much more curved than thofe of Turkey, and have only one 
edge, the guard is limply a crofs. the blade is ufually damafked. The fheaths are 
lhagreen of either a black or red colour, the extremity like the hilt damafked after the 
Perfian manner ; the belt, narrow and very handfome, is of the natural colour of the 
doe-fkin of which it is made. 

They always wear a turban of a ftriped colour over a ground of white cotton, very 
rarely is the turban wholly white. People of rank have it either embroidered with 
gold or filver, or plain, as they happen to fancy ; it is always fo large as to conceal the 
little cap in the middle. I have not hitherto perceived that the turban, except that with 
a tag, marks any diflin&ion of rank. Many in the winter time, when very cold, wear 
a long pointed bonnet under the-turban, the extremity of which appears above, and the 
lower part ferves to keep the head and ears warm. It is of the fame defcription as 
X enophon defcribes the Thracians to have worn in his time. Some wear this kind of cap 
alone, but thefe are only thecommon people; except, indeed, the Georgians, who, having 
the turban in abhorrence, wear it indifcriminately, both high and low. In this part, 
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hovrerer, the Chriftians accommodate thenifelves to the common pra&ice. Green is 
allowed to be worn here, which is exprefsly forbidden in Turkey* Of this colour not 
only do they wear coats and turbans, but even ftioes or boots, which are frequently of 
fhagreen among people of rank: I, however, who find them too ftiff for my feet, wear 
them of Morocco leather like the common people. The fir ape of their llioes is dif¬ 
ferent to thole of the Turks, being pointed at the toe, with high heels. 

The drefs of the women is very fimple, and without ornament, although the rich are 
not fparing in having a variety or cloth, filk, and gold, with hand Tome tiifue of various 
kinds. Their drefs is much lefs loofe than that of the Turkifh ladies, and in my efleem 
is not fo becoming \ their fafh, likewife, is tied very low, almoft below the haunches, 
which appears to me very ungraceful. The veil they wear refembles that of the 
women of Bagdad, and is tied in the fame manner in front, but trains to the ground on 
each fide : it is of various colours, extremely fanciful and extraordinary. Their head- 
drefs is fimple, and adorned with precious ftones. They wear here only one row 
of pearls, not round the neck as with us, but about the temples, and pendant for about 
lour fingers in length over the face. They wear likewife two loofe ringlets of hair 
proceeding from the top of the head, and hanging indifferently on the one or the other 
fide of the face, which have a beautiful effect. When ladies go into the city they cover 
their head and body with a white flieet, after the manner of the Syrians, on horfeback, 
and generally led by a fervant. 

To return, however, to my travels. After making the remarks I have detailed at Caf. 
chan, I left it on Sunday the 28 th of January, proceeding however according to cuftotn 
no more than a league from the city, and taking up my abode at a caravanferai in a large 
town called Bidyal. On Monday we were enabled to continue our progrefs, and 
reached two caravanferai which are together at a place called Deckien, after travelling 
feven leagues over large plains of loofe and barren lands, in which the horfes funk to 
their girths, without feeing any villages or habitations, the country being entirely a 
defart. On Tuefday we made fix leagues, travelling large plains of fait; the country 
is very even and white as a Iheet, nothing vegetable grows upon them ; and ill 
3 ummer, from the reflection of the fun's rays, the heat is fo extreme that travellers com¬ 
monly journey by a way fomewhat about in order to avoid it. In winter this country 
is often inundated with rain to fuch a height that the horfes are wet to the very flaps 
of the faddle, and the country out of the beaten track being then boggy, in cafe of 
getting out of the road the traveller runs great rifk of being loft, to prevent which 
polls are fixed at diftances to mark the courfe of the highway. Fortunately for me 
there was no waters out on my travelling the plain, the feafon being unufuaily dry. 

I he fiik of this plain, which I tailed, is very white and palatable, but is not ufed by 
the Perfians on account of their having fufficient of a fuperior quality called mountain 
fait. About the middle of this plain, which is five leagues in extent, I difeovered a 
fmall patch of black earth tranfported thither by order of the King of Peril a, who going 
a pilgrimage on foot to one of their mofques in Khorafan which is much frequented, 
and unable to pafs this wide plain in one day, had it brought hither that he might 
lodge dry for the night* At prefent, it lerves for the caravans w ho travel this way in 
the winter. 

This day we traverfed the whole of this fait plain, but could not arrive at any place 
of retreat by night fall, we confequently having had the precaution of furnifliing our- 
felves with every requifite, not excepting even wood for firing and water. The evening 
being very fine. Madam Maani would not have the tent railed nor fleep in her litter, 
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but flept with me, heaven for our cafiopy fpangled with ftars, but under good quilted 
counterpanes of cotton, with furred caps on. 

On Wednefday, the laft day of January, after travelling from five to fix leagues we 
refted at night at a caravanferai called Scyah-cuh ; that is to fay, black-mountain, from 
one which appears at a diftance of that colour, in the neighbourhood. That day we 
dined near a refer voir of Tweet water, of which we laid in ftore, there being none but 
what is fait at the caravanferai j on account of which, the King has ordered the con- 
ftru&ion of another at a fliort diftance, and feverely pumlhed the architeft of the pre- 
fent for his improvidence in building it where was no good water. 

In this caravanferai, after a long abftinence from wine, 1 took fome at flipper; 
the motive for which was the ilrong importunity of Madam Maani, felicitous of having 
children, fhe had confulted with certain phyficians who had aferibed her barrennefs to 
my abftinence from wine. 

On Thurfday the iff of February, we rofe two hours before day, as we had eight 
leagues to travel ere we fhould arrive at a refting place. We eniiladed along a road, 
level, indeed, but difficult to travel, on account of its being fo muddy that the horfes 
funk in it up to their girths. Now, however, it is amended, the King having caufed a 
road to be conftrufted and paved over this boggy flat. This road, which is five leagues 
in length, being perfectly ftraight, wide, and handfome, is very extraordinary, and has 
a fuperfa appearance, being perceptible owing to its evennefs from one extremity to the 
other. It is not yet entirely compleated, but the workmen labour hard to finifh it. 
For the paflage of rivulets in various parts arches are formed, among the reft one of 
this defeription about the middle is extremely fpacious. In its Tides fmall places are 
made for the traveller to reft upon- This arch or bridge is over a river called Ajji 
Chid, that is to fay, bitter river, the water of it from the quantity of fait with which 
it is impregnated being actually bitter. 

Having patted this bad road, and three leagues of good before and ftibfequent 
thereto, we refted at night in the caravanferai of afinall town called ReJkrne, Friday, 
which was the day of the Purification, as well on account of its being a feftival as to 
mend the girths of the camel which carried the litter, we remained at Refkme until 
evening, and travelled thence only one league to a large town called Mehalle bagh, 
or the vineyard of the neighbourhood- This is a little out of the road, but we pro¬ 
ceeded to it, as moll do, on account of the quantity of fruit and other conveniences 
to be found there. This town is fituated at the extremity of the plain, at the foot of 
very high mountains which Iraverfe the country, and apparently are a branch from 
thofe of Syria, which fend forth many, reaching even to China, under the different 
names of Taurus, Caucafus, Imaus, and others. The inhabitants, indeed, are unac¬ 
quainted with the different names given them by various ancient and modern authors, 
but this is not aftoniftiing; for, feparate from the difficulty of obtaining faithful relations 
of matters at fo great a diftance, they are not accuftomed to give general names to their 
mountains, each one having the name of the village to which it is contiguous, and 
their villages are numerous. 

We refted for the night at Mehalle bagh, in the houfg of one of the molt powerful 
in the province, who Slewed us many civilities, and to whom, on our departure, we 
made a prefent in return of a veft, a gift in high efteem in this country. On Saturday 
we entered the mountains, which we traverfed by a very deep and narrow valley, much 
refemblmg that you have feen in Umbria in Italy, called Valle Strettura: tins, 
however, is much longer. 


Through 


PIETRO DELLE VALLEYS TRAVELS IN PERSIA, 


4$ 

Through this, valley we travelled by a very even road, theafcent or decline being 
fearcely perceptible ; the mountains on each fide being very lofty, and in parts the 
paflhge is fo narrow where the road winds that one could fearcely get through it 
with the filter* A fmall river or rather a large rivulet runs through the bottom of the 
valley, on the brink of which we difeovered an uninhabited village in ruins* We 
were fo much charmed with the frelhnefs of the water, that Madame Maani andmyfelf 
baked here to dine, lending on the Servants. We perceived like wife a fmall flreamlet 
formed from feveral fprings, and extremely pellucid* Tempted to tafte its water, we 
were furprized to find them as bitter and unpalatable as that of the other was frefh 
and agreeable ; which quality, on examination, I difeovered to proceed from one of 
its currents of fupply running over a vein of fait as it winded along. 

We arrived towards evening at a certain fpot in the fame valley, where in a grotto 
formed either by nature or art the caravans are ufed to halt, there being no other 
Ihelter for a considerable difiance* Madame Maani would not however ftop here on 
account of its being very dirty, having the day before been the refidence of a number 
of pigs marked red and white, which the King, who is but little fqrupulous on matters 
of religion, either to pleafe himfelf or gratify the Chriftians of Ferhabad, and enable 
them to preferve the breed among them, had caufed to be driven thither from Hif- 
pahan*. The mode oftranfport adopted was curious, as, in order to ftiortenthe time of 
their journey, they were carried in panniers like women. 

The grot being found in a filthy condition, , we continued our journey till midnight wkli 
great difficulty* and veryunpleafamly, owing to the gloom of the valley, and a fall of fleet, 
from our having alio frequently to ford the rivulet I have mentioned. This was alfo the 
firft day of our perceiving fnow on the mountains, or experiencing inclement weather. 
At length we reached a town at midnight called HeblTrad, where we relied all the 
following day to refrefh our cattle* On the fuceeeding day, 5th of February, we con¬ 
tinued our route fiiJi through the fame valley, which we difeovered was divided into 
two by a ridge of mountains* The road to the left appearing; to us moftf beaten, wc 
took that in preference, and had proceeded about a mile when we learned from feme 
/hepherds that we were going aftray, and trod back our fteps to take the road on the 
right, which was covered with fnow, and muddy owing to its beginning to thaw. 

We had a fall of £how again towards evening, and at length after journeying four 
leagues arrived late at a town called Firuz cuh, or the victorious mountain* This 
town is on the fummit of the mountains in an expofed fituation, to which however, 
notwithftanding Its eminence, theafcent is gentle- This town is the Iaft.pl the province 
of Irak, in confequence of which the copper money of Hifpahan tsafes to pafs for 
more than half its value. It is a remarkable circuinftance in Perfia, that although 
filver coin be univcrfally current at the fame value, copper fhoukl pa/s in a different 
province to that in which it was i fined at only half its price, notwithftandlng it be 
larger and heavier than that in circulation of the ftarnp of the province in which it is 
tendered, Tuelday, we remained ah day at Firtiz-cuh. Wednefday we continued 
our courfe towards Mazanderan, always on a defeent, that province bordering on the 
fea, and being a level country, fo that we had to go down half as deep again from the 
mountain of Feruz-cuh as the valley from its fummit whence we afeended/ Here, how¬ 
ever, it may not be improper to give you a defeription of Mazanderan. 

r I his province is fituated as I have before remarked on the Cafpian fea, in the 
fouth eaft, having the province of Afterabad, dependant on a Khan fubjeft to the King, 
on the eaft, and the fea on its weftern fide j Ghilan, which was annexed by his 
pxefentMajefty to Perfta, and which is governed by a viceroy, on the weft, and the pro- 
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vince of Irak or its foil them fide. But in order to give you a better com prehension of 
the pofirion of their various countries, I ffiali make the tour of the Cafpian Sea ; fpeci- 
fying the divifions and modern names of the countries, to enable you to compare them 
with the defcription of ancient authors. 

As before deferibed, weft of Mazanderan,on the Cafpian Sea, liesGhilan ; beyond 
which towards the weft, in the neighbourhood of the fea, but above Ghilan, Albania is 
fituated, which is annexed to the former province; the fir ft city of which is Backee *, or 
more properly Bagh-cuh, pronounced by the Perfians, Vaccuh. It is remarkably 
ftrong, being built on rugged rocks, on the margin of the fea, called alfo by the fame 
name. This city is faid to have been called formerly Albana, and is at prefect the refi- 
dence of a fultan. In the fame country, alfo, on the weftern fhores of the fea, is Derbend 
or Demir-capi, that is to fay^ trongate* Albania terminates here, and Mount Caucafus 
begins; inhabited at prefect by divers nations, but particularly upon the fea by certain 
Mahometans called Lezghi, who acknowlege no king. Thefe are much divided among 
themfelves, under the dominion of an infinite number of petty tyrants, called Mirza ; 
fome of which have, no more than twenty fubje&s. They are a people of grofs habits, 
who prefer a refidence in villages, and in the country, to cities ; a brutal and barbarous 
race, the dread and horror of their neighbours, 

» Who rove for booty, and fubfift on fpoil. 

Beyond the Lezghi is the country of the Afiatic Sarmatians, that is to fay, the Cir- 
caffians, who follow the Greek faith, but are without books, priefts, or churches, lb 
that they are Ghriftians only in name ; and, divided as they are among themfelves under 
the fway of different Mirza, from the Lezghi on one fide and the Tatars on the 
other, they carry on inceffimtly a freebooting war with their neighbours. Hence the 
immenfe number of men and women flaves, Circaftians, Ruffians, Tatars, and Lezghi, 
difperfed oyer the Eaft by this infamous traffic. 

Circaffia extends along the Cafpian Sea to the country of the Ruffians, called by us 
Mufcovites, to the mouth of the Wolga, where the city of Aftracan, as called by us ; 
but by the Perfians, who carry on a confiderable traffic hither, denominated Agitar- 
can, and by its inhabitants, Afktarcan. On the non hern fhores of the Cafpian Sea, 
the Ruffians have the Tatars for neighbours, among which are a certain race called the 
Ufbeck Tatars, a name which fignifies independant lords. Thefe people inhabit a 
country of immenfe extent to the eaft of the Cafpian Sea. Beyond them, towards the 
riling of the fun, are the I atars of Cathay ; and fouth of them lays India. Among other 
confiderable places belonging to them, is Samarcand, anciently the refidence of Tamer- 
lane. Towards the fouth they have Balk, or Bukhara, on the fea, the refidence of one 
of their principal khans, who is frequently at war with Pcrfia. 

t Betweeen the country of the Ufbeck Tatars, the lagatays who inhabit Scythia 
citenor (undoubtedly the ancient) Sogdiuna and Ba&riana, and the province of Aiiera- 
bad, which I have before mentioned, the country on the borders of the fea is an abfolute 
defart, inhabited formerly by the lurkmans, who now arc difperfed over the whole 
empire of Peril a as well as of 1 urkey. Thefe Turkmans were a wandering people, 
without any fixed abode, living in tents. Their ancient and ordinary country, however, 
was that part of Scythia called by geographers Turkiftan, where they obtained the 
name of Turkmans, a corruption of Terek-iraaun, which means, he has changed his faith; 
when From Gentiles, which they were before, they became Mahometans* Since that 
period this name has been applied to thofe only who remained in the country and their 

Moftly written Backu or fiakkuj but properly B&gh cull, tbe mountain garden* 
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colonies, the reft becoming powerful carried their arms farther towards the weft, in Afia, 
and into Europe, and retrenching the man or irnan from their names, were afterwards 
called Turks. Some of thefe people, as I have obferved, remained between Afterabad 
and the Ufbeck Tatars; but thefe were afterwards exterminated by Abbas, on account 
of their being Infidels, and joining with the Tatars of the fame creed as themielves 
(which is fimilar to that of the Turks) in defoiating the borders of Perfia. However, 
there are yet a number of thefe Turkmans in other parts of his empire, that is, in Media, 
Albania, and elfewhere; fome of which are eftablilhed in villages and cities, others have 
no fixed abode. They are governed by Sultans and Khans, who ferve the King with 
fcrupulous fidelity. 

I Ihall now return to Firuz cuh. On leaving this place we travelled three leagues 
through the fnow, which laid very deep, to the frontiers of Irak, where we defcended 
from the fummit of the mountains. We however no fooner entered Mazanderan, de¬ 
fending from the mountains by rude acclivities, than we found ourfelves again enclofed 
in a very narrow valley, at the foot of the mountains we had croffed. The country we 
quitted was barren, and bare of either trees or plants; this, on the contrary, was covered 
with forefts, abounding in water, and ikirted by mountains clothed with beautiful and 
very lofty trees, which much delighted me from the refemblance it bore to Europe; 
fuch as I had never before feen in any of the countries of Africa or Afia through 
which I had travelled, nor indeed had I fince my departure from Italy ever before met 
with fuch profufion of wood and water. 

After five leagues journeying we arrived after mid-night at the firft inhabited fpot in 
Mazanderan. This retreat, built on the road, as well as many others, by the prefent 
King, is called Suzkar abad. In order to compel the people to dwell in thefe buildings, 
and leave the barren mountains,he deftroyed their houfes there, leaving only a few for the 
convenience of travellers. In this place I met with Mr. Gifford, an Englilh gentleman 
with whom I was acquainted, with the interpreterof his nation returning from court to 
Hispahan. 

Thurfday, which was the 8th of February, we travelled three leagues in this fame 
valley; and as it expands here a little, and is watered by a fmall ftream which flows 
gently to the fea, it was well cultivated, and entirely covered with rice, which is fown fo 
plenteoufly all over Mazanderan on account of the quantity of water in the province, 
and the humidity of the foil, that one readily takes it to be the only food of the people. In 
faff, whether owing to the foil not fuiting the growth of wheat, or their want of par¬ 
tiality to the culture of that grain, the bread ufed in the whole province is made from rice 
alone, which likewife conftitutes their only food. The people difliking meat, and 
fancying milk, blitter, wit h every fort of unctuous food injurious to health, live entirely 
on rice cooked with a little water and fait, and called chilao, taking with it every now and 
then a fpoonful of fome fort of acid, fuch as verjuice, the juice of pomegranates, vinegar, or 
the like. To this food they are exceedingly partial, and maintain that there is none more 
conducive to health. In Lent I lived myfelf almoft wholly on this food, and found it 
far from bad. I do not con fid er it, however, to be highly wholefome; the people of 
this province, who eat nothing elfe, feldoin having much colour, owing perhaps to this 
mode of living, perhaps to the quality of the air. They are almoft univerfally of 
a brown, fallow complexion, with black hair, eyes, and eyebrows. 

The women, however, were in my eyes perfectly beautiful} and I had full opportunity 
of judging, as, unlike other Mahometans, they never cover the face, but converfe freely 
with man. In addition, they are affable and exceedingly obliging. In courteous man¬ 
ners the men are not inferior to the women; particularly they are ever ready to offer 
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their houfes to Grangers, feek their company, and are gracious and generous in extreme; 
fo much fo, in fliort, that I may fay with fafety, there is no country in the world in 
which the people, even of the very lowefl rank, poffefs greater urbanity of manners. 
Thus Hyrcania, if Mazanderan form a part thereof, from the horrid country it was 
depicted by tbe ancients, the repair of tigers and other ferocious beafts, is now metamor- 
phofed into the fined country I have hitherto feen in Afia, and ihat in which the inha¬ 
bitants are the molt civil, prepoffefling, kind, and trufty of any upon the fin-face of 

the globe. . _, 

We difeerned on the road this day, on the declivities of the mountains, fome cattles 
formerly ufed as fortreffes. Certain petty noblemen who had aflumed the ftate of Sove¬ 
reigns, and claimed independance, caufed the 1 to be erected during the minority of 
Shah Abbas, and the latter end of the very long life of his father Choda-bende, in which 
period Perfia underwent Several changes. But at prefent all ihefe cattles arc in ruins, 
having been razed by Shah Abbas, after reducing this country to Subjection. We law 
likewife on the Hope of another mountain, extremely high and of fharp afcent, which 
Serves as a rampart to this valley, a grotto, with walls of maibnry, to which it is impof- 
ftble to have accefs, no one knowing the road to it, and the mountain being fo rocky 
and perpendicular. It is related that a young lady, tall as a giant, lived in this grotto, 
and was ufed to ravage the circumjacent country, and that in this part all intercourfe 
was Hopped by her between the neighbouring provinces. 

They relate alfo a thoufand ftories, not only of this maiden, but alfc of feveral giants 
of the country, whofe large tombs are to be feen j but as i look on thefe as old women’s 
tales, I paid no attention to them. I Shall only remark to you, that in thefe fame parts, 
on the margin of the ftream which runs pleafantly along the bottom of the valley in 
which we dined, I found in the morning a quantity of celery, wild endive, and feveral 
other excellent herbs met with in our country; with violets and other pleafant flowers 
in abundance on the fide of the road, delighting us with the grateful promife of Spring. 
Amid the charming diversity of profpeds, and the delightful fragrance with which we 
were regaled, we continued our journey, and in the evening entered one of thole little 
huts newly built, called Mioni kiolle. Of thefe there are a number on the road, io 
that travellers may halt wherever they will. 

Mazanderan poflefles no places fet apart for the accommodation of travellers; but 
each individual is anxious to receive the ttranger, and loads him with kindnefs, without 
exacting any gratuity; he however refufes not the boon you tender as a prefent. On 
Friday we fet off rather late, and moreover found the road extremely bad and muddy, 
the ground being of a very flippery nature; fo that, but for the road in places being cut 
in form of flairs, it would have been impoflible for us to have got along. On this 
account we advanced but two leagues, arriving in the evening at a finall village called 
•Giret, fituated on the Hope of a mountain, where, the men being at Ferhabad in attend¬ 
ance on the King, we were received with all imaginable kindnefs by a very handfome 
and highly courteous hoftefs, called Zohara, at whofe houfe we were vifited by almofl 
all the females of the place, each with a prefent. In return, Madame Maani prefented 
them with Some trifles, which, from their rarity in this quarter, were highly efteemed, 
and much delighted them. 

With other things, fhe divided among them a quantity of hanna, or alcanna as it is 
called by our druggifts, for ftaining the hands; and after fupper, in order to celebrate 
our arrival, fhe infilled on all prefent ufvng of it with her; it being the cuftom in ihe 
Eafl on any joyous occafion, fuch as weddings or the like, to fatten it on the hands 
while ill converfatioa. This alcanna is nothing more than the powder of the dried leaves 
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of a certain plant, which, as the Orientalifts never wear gloves, poffeffes the faculty of 
embelliffiing the hand, and preferving it from injury by the weather. The manner of 
applying it is as follows : after flipper, juft previous to their retiring to bed, they moiften 
the alcana with water, and with the pafte cover the hands, or fuch part of the body as 
they are defirous of ftaining, binding it on with linen bandages. The evening is there¬ 
fore chofen for the application, as in the day-time it would be inconvenient for the ladies 
to have their hands confined. The pafte remains thus fattened during the night, and in 
the morning, on removing the bandage, the pafte is reduced again to powder, and the 
part to which it had been applied is ftained of a bright orange colour ; fometinies, if a 
greater quantity be ufed, it is more inclined to red; and fometinies again, fo much is 
ufed as to make it of a very dark colour, approaching to black. This dye is the moft 
efteemed by the Perlian?, as it ferves to fet off the whitenefs of the fkin. 

On Saturday we left this place, and continued our journey by a tirefome and very 
bad road. In the evening we lodged at a village called Taliarapafcet, where I found 
fome mountaineers who were fo exceffively ftnpid, that having bought oats of fome of 
them for the horles, in order to learn what number I had to pay for them of a certain 
copper-inoney of the value of a farthing, we were obliged to reckon the amount with 
beans, and in fettling it fpent more than an hour. On Sunday we quitted the vallies and 
the mountains, and entered on plains. We patted then through a large foreft, the road 
through which is ftraight, broad, and well fhaded by the trees, which are large and of 
great height; many of them covered with wild vines. 

We were much fatigued in travelling this road, the foil being {limy and moift, on ac¬ 
count of the numerous rivulets by which it is watered in many places; fo that in the 
winter it becomes fo muddy that even camels, notwithftanding their great height, fink 
in the foil te the girths, you may judge therefore what the condition of horfes or fmaller 
animals mull be. In order to remedy this inconvenience, the King has ordered a road 
to be conftrudled and paved, for which purpofe a quantity of materials are collected 
by the way-fide, and huts have been built for the workmen. The plan however is not 
yet begun, on account of the feal'on j it raining alinoft continually in Mazanderan 
throughout the winter. 

We at length waded through thefe bad roads, but with fo much labour and difficulty 
that this day we travelled no more than two leagues, night overtaking us in the forefU 
We liftened attentively for the barking of dogs or the bleating of flieep, to point out to 
us fome place of refuge for the night; at length, finding no habitation but what was at a 
great diftance from us, we refted that night in the foreft, having the trees for covering 
in lieu of a tent, through the foliage of which the beams of the moon playing made our 
canopy appear of dark green and filver. A quantity of dry leaves ferved us for car¬ 
pet and bed; and for firing we found abundance of dry wood. We fent our fervants 
then to the ncareft village for provifions. Its inhabitants, owing to fome mifconception, 
took offence at our people, with whom they were near coming to blows without 
knowing why; but finally, informed of who we were, they were extremely civil, and 
came to proffer us lodging and make us prefents ; and on our declining to go to the 
village on account of the diftance, the principal of the village, with the chief inhabitants, 
came to our camp loaded with excellent provifions, and patted the night gaily with us, 
bringing a mufician with them who treated us during fopper with woodland fongs, in 
rhe language of the country, which is impure Perfian; accompaning his airs with an 
ill-flrung violin, giving us little pleafure fave what we felt from the good-will he raani- 
fefted to amufe us. 1 he Monday following we travelled two leagues farther through 
the wood, over an equally bad road $ patting here and there over fome well-cultivated 
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In the evening we arrived at Sarn, a very large and populous town, wherein the King 
has a palace ; it°is not aft enclofcd place, but has the denomination of a city. I did not 
notice in it any handfonie buildings. The houfes are mollly thatched with ftraw, few 
being covered with tiles. The name of this place fignifies yellow, perhaps on account 
of the quantity of oranges and various fruit which grows about the town. Here we 
met, in a brother and filter of tender years, with molt obliging holts, who {hewed us alt 
imaginable attention, as well as fame of their relations, which induced us to give reft to 
our beafts, and remain here the whole of Tuefday. On Wednefday, the 4 th of February, 
we departed from Saru, and continued our way for four leagues through large plains, 
formerly a foreft, of which the trees have been felled, and the lands put into excellent 
cultivation. They are inhabited in different parts by an infinity of people, niofily 
Chriftians, fent hither by the King not long ago from various countries, but prin¬ 
cipally From Armenia and Georgia. 

The roads through thefe plains are wearifome and unpleafant j yet, being more open, 
are not equally bad with that in the foreft. I trull, however, that they will loon under¬ 
go the repair projected, and indeed already begun. They are intended to be paved, 
and will be broad, ftraight, and continued the whole length to Ferhabad. '1 he houfes 
On the road-ffde are built coarfely of the trees felled, and earth; as, however, clay 
abounds, they will no doubt foon be replaced by brick buildings, which the materials of 
their houfes, and the great ftore of wood they have, will ferve them to burn. I am 
confirmed in this Opinion from the bomber of kilns conffructed in the neighbourhood 
of Ferhabad, and the imtnenfe provifion of fuel prepared for heating them, fuiiicient 
together for the conftrn&ion of not only one city, but feveral. 

■At length, after undergoing fo much fatigue, we reached Ferhabad in the evening of the 
fenie day we computed to do on leaving Hifpahan, and with it the term of our journey. 
As for the laft four leagues of road from Saru, it was fo clofely peopled that it feeined 
but one continued town. The King on my arrival was not at Ferhabad, but, conftantly 
on the wing, had gone to a certain place at fix leagues diftance, attended by very few • 
the' coftrt, and tfee troops which cuftornarily winter with him, remaining in this city. As 
foon as the Viceroy, who is 'governor of the city and the whole of the province of IV! a- 
asamforan, heard of my arrival, he immediately appointed me one of the belt houfes. 
But before I proceed to fpeak of my adventures, it may be proper to give you a descrip¬ 
tion of Ferhabad, and point out its fit nation. 

Some years are paft fince the King firft laid the Foundations of Ferhabad, or the 
colony of mirth, on a fpot where the province of Mazanderan joins the Gafpian Sea 
towards the north, in mid'ft of a large plain which fpreads to the fea, but two miles 
dfftant thence. The increale of buildings, however, is fo prodigious, that I have little 
doubt but-in proeefs of time the city will reach the fea. 

Two motives induced the King to build this city. A defire of embellifhing his king¬ 
dom, which he has ntanifefted by the numerous places he has caufed to be founded in 
various parts ; and a peculiar partiality to the province of Mazanderan, arifing from the 
eircumfonce of its being the native place of his mother, and the ftrongeft and beft 
defended Of any in his dominions, it being furrounded by the fea, in this part of dif¬ 
ficult navigation, and wild and barren mountains, pervious only by very narrow and 
difficult piifles. Add to which, this country being the far theft diftant of any from the 
Enemies With which he has to contend, and principally the Turks, is tlie moft fecure of 
iiny-in his dominioiis j ami, as *he-fortune of war is uncertain, fhould any reverie oblige 
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him to fly before bis enemies,'he might have in this country a fccure rampart from every 
jufult on their pair, and Would find in the population of the province futlicicnt means 
of upholding his authority and rank as a Sovereign. ~ On this account, he takes the 
greateft pride and plea fare in improving Mazanderan; which, uncultivated aqd un¬ 
peopled before, by his exertions is now filled with inhabitants, who fpend their labour - on 
no ungrateful foil, the fecundity thereof amply repaying the hufbandman. 

Having begun the conilni&ion of Ferhabad, and appointed it the metropolis,of Mazan- 
deran, to people fufiiciently not otdy that city but the whole of the province, he had rdoi t 
to extraordinary, violent, yet highly politic meafures ; by which he filed it with in nu¬ 
merable colonies, of various religions and countries. Thefe inhabitants are ol two 
descriptions; fuch as have been carried away from various places belonging to his enemies, 
thus weakening them while he increafed his ownftrength, of which defeription are numer¬ 
ous dependencies of the Turks and Georgia, and his .own fubjetls who lived in countries 
of infecure defence, bordering on the territories of unfriendly powers, to whom in 
exchange for poffeflions which he ravaged to interpole an im per viable wildemefs 
between their and his dominions, he gave lands and houfes in this fertile and inacceffible 
country, where they might live in peace, and free from the fear of feeing their pro¬ 
perty, their families, and lands, become the prey of a fierce invading power, as was the 
cafe of the Chriftians of Armenia, the Mahometans of Media, or the province of Shirwan, 
and many other places. 

By thefe forced migrations to Mazanderan, he has abundantly peopled the province; 
and allotting to each individual the means of following his ordinary purfuits, fuffering 
none to eat the bread of idlenefs, he has employed them in breaking up the untilled 
lands, and thus introduced in the province culture unknown before, and arts and 
manufactures to which it was erft a ftranger. Here we fee fuch of the Armenians as 
were hu&andmen, and as Ikilful in the culture of the vine as prone to enjoy the beverage 
it yields, employed in the fame tillage of which they were the firft investors; while 
their fliepherds are furnflhed with flocks. The Georgians again, both Chriftians and 
Jews, accuftomed to tend the labours of the worm, are occupied in the gathering and 
roanufa&ure of filk ; to facilitate the means for which, an incredible number of mulberry- 
trees has been planted in the neighbourhood of Ferhabad, the foil being better adapted 
to their growth than that of anyother in the world. As for the Medes of Shirwan, inclined 
to peace and idlenefs, and fatisfied with their chilao, who look for nothing better, that 
they may fhake off their lazy habits, he does not allow them to fell the leaves of their 
mulberry trees, of which great abundance grows on the lands he has affigned them, 
but conftrains them to raife worms, and learn the art of making filk. 

In fhort, my dear Murk), Shah Abbas is not only the King, he is the father, the 
tutor, the benefactor of his people. Not only does he gift them with lands and flocks, 
he bellows on them money in abundance to provide for their neceffities j lending to fuch 
as may be able to repay him, and gracieufly giving as a boon to thofe whofe harder 
fortune allows not the profpeft of return. Moreover he takes care of their marriages, 
particularly of his own houfljold, and fees to all learning the pra&ice of fome trade : 
l'o that never was the father ef a family more provident over five or fix, than this great 
King over fo many millions of fubjedts. This liberality, indeed, this extreme attention 
to the welfare of his people, has been of infinite prejudice to the cattle of Chriftianity; 
for many fullering themfelves to be dazzled by the inftre of temporal advantage, re¬ 
nounce eternal truth, and difown the faith of Chrill, of which they were fwora difeiplea 
at their baptifm, for the paltry gratification they receive on their abjuration, or to cancel 
their debts to the King, which are paid on their becoming Mahometans. 
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So many miferable apoftates, upon one occafion, availed themfelves of the bounty of 
the King, granted upon the abandonment of their religion, that in Europe Shah Abbas 
has been taxed with the fignal cruelty of having obliged them to abjure their religion 
by force, upon their not having money to pay their debts to him. Impartially judging, 
however, it muff be acknowleged, that the Chriftians were the moft guilty on the 
occafion ; feeing that they engaged upon borrowing money of the King, that in cafe of 
non-reftitution at the appointed rime, they would change their religion ; and that inftead 
of providing for payment, thefe people diffipated the money improvident iy. The Car¬ 
melites took occafion, therefore, -at this time to tell thefe Chriftians freely, that they 
ought not to fell their religion for money ; but on the contrary, to maintain themfelves 
ftedfaft in their faith, even at the price of martyrdom, if fuch were requifite; addin? 
that their individual means were not adequate to the acquittal of their debts for them! 
In this manner did they advife them fecretly, for fear of offending the King, who how! 
ever upon learning it, approved rather than blamed their con dud. To thofe indeed 
who were the moll neceffitous and beft difpofed, they afforded afiifiance covertly; and 
there is little doubt but if thefe Chriftians had fatisfied the King of their infu fficiency to 
pay him, he would either have allowed them time, or have wholly remitted his 
claim. 

One day, however, noticing that payments came in with more than common eagernefs 
to the amount of many thoufand crowns, and thefe all in Portugtiefe com, the King re! 
fufed to receive them ; alleging, that according to the bargain they were pledged to ab¬ 
jure, and that fmee they changed their religion for money, and from Armenians that they 
were become Franks or Romanifts, all religions muft be equal to them, and that it was his 
plcai'ure they fhould therefore become Mahometans ; for it was neither juft nor reafon- 
able that his fubjeas fhould be in the pay of a foreign, power, particularly of the Portu" 
guefe, his neighbours, who had become fufpicious to him, and with whom he was 
conft'antly m difpute ; and that now it was evident they could have no other motive in 
lavifhing money thus among his fubjeas, than to make a party, under the pretext of 
faving their fouls. ^ 

To return to Ferbabad. The circuit of its walls is great; equal to and perhaps greater 
than that of Rome or Conftantmople: the city containing ftreets of more than a league 
k ”S th * °£ the Ppple already fent hither and daily arriving, the major part are 
Chriftians, differing m cuftoms and ceremonies, and thefe moftly Armenians and 
Georgians, who are allowed to build as many houfes and churches as they pleafe a, d 
worflnp m pubhc ; a permiffion not granted in Turkey, or other Mahometan countries 
m which if a church fall into decay, hcenfe to repair or rebuild it can be obtained only 
by dint of money, a lie Chnftmns here however are far from devout, of which I fatisfied 
myfelf on vifitmg one of the churches of the Armenians, on Palm Sunday, one of t he* 
principal fefhvals. Notwithftandmg the number of thefe people at Ferhabad and the 
paucity of their churches, the congregation on this occafion did not exceed five am? 
twenty or thirty perfons. Indeed we may attribute the misfortunes and cafemSE. 
to which the* have been fubjeft, principally to ,heir iukewarinbeft in mane re 
l.girn then; fchifins and hcrefies which have called down the vengeance of atX 
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finiiira are fain nut. anHarfi ™a n * ■u i. r J ^ not >et 


, , -bridges in iront ot each houfe Ac .u u r 

hyg tefa * high, and are covered with flags, which relift the leath^std,™ 


3 


The 


PIETRO DELLE VALLEYS TRAVELS IN PERSIA* 53 

Tile coarfe walls of Ferhabad are made of a matter very common in the neighbour¬ 
hood, called culghil, that is to fay, earth and ftraw. It is a flimy fand, watered like 
lime and combined with chopped ftraw, and without any mixture of ftone, forms a very 
hard and durable fence. The King’s palace almoft alone is built of brick. 1 his is of 
tolerable fize, but not yet finifhed. Not having yet feen the interior, I cannot defcribe 
it • but from its outward appearance, I conjecture it does not materially differ from other 
of the King’s palaces. There is moreover a caravanferai, which is very fpacious, and is 
already reforted to by the caravans. It is of brick likewife, but not yet entirely finifhed. 
The Vizier of Mazanderan informed me, that it was built at the inftigation of the King, 
and took up no more than a fortnight to bring to its prefent ftate. ft here is likewife 
a public bath, with fome large houfes belonging to individuals of confequence, who re fide 
in the city, but the number of them is inconfiderable. 

The reft of this city, which is in its infancy, is built only of wood, earth, flags, and 
ftraw whence it'fometimes happens, as has been the cafe during my refidence here, 
that great devaftation is occafioned by fire, whole ftreets being deftroyed. The King, 
however, who is conftantly vigilant to increafe the beauty of and perfect this city, with 
a view of preventing fimilar accidents, has availed himfelf of this to forbid the re-con- 
ftnidion of the hotifes on the fame plan, unlefs more fnbftantially built. From his pro¬ 
vidence, when we refleft on the wonders which in a fhort ipace he has effected atllif- 
pahan, there is no room to doubt of his rendering Ferhabad, in the courfe of time, one 
of the raoft handfome and magnificent cities in the Eaft; particularly as its neighbour¬ 
hood abounds in all the iequifites for confumption and convenience. 

Ferhabad is not furrounded by a wall, nor even as yet are the lines formed; apparently 
they will not be now begun, but time be allowed for its increaie of fize. 

A river, much {mailer than the Tiber, which has its rife in the mountains I crofted, 
and flows through the rice valley I deferibed, increafed by the torrents which fall into 
it becomes navigable at Saru, and running thence takes its courfe through the middle of 
the citv. The boats ufed on this river are not of common conftrudlion, but made of 
hollow trees, with flat bottoms to fuit its fhallownefs, and will carry ten or twelve per- 
fons, or a proportionate weight of merchandize. The paddles they make ufe of are 
flwped more like fhovels than oars; with thefe, however, they make rapid progrefs 
through the water, not only with but even againft the current. 

This river is called Tegine-rude, which ftgnifies the rapid ftream. In Ferhabad there 
is yet no more than one bridge, which is very well built, and fituated in the moft fre¬ 
quented part of the city; as however it is fo large, and paffengers often wifli to crofs in 
other places, on fuch occafions they are ferried over in thefe ltnall boats, of which there 
are a number plying, ft his river, which runs from fouth to north, falls into the Caf- 
nsail Sea two miles below the town. Ferhabad is therefore a fea-port, veffels corning up 
to" the bridge of the city where they anchor; thefe veffels, however, are not of large 
demenfionsf but fuch as ordinarily are ufed in trafficking thence to Ghilan, Afterabad, 
Baeh-kuh, Demir-capi, and whither the trade is greateft, Aftracan for Mufcovy. 

The largeft of thefe veffels exceed not our tartans in fize ; they are built high, yet 
draw very little water, and are flat-bottomed on account of the numerous flioals. I 
wondered at firft why fcarcely any other fifli than falmon and very poor fturgeons were 
caught at Ferhabad, and attributed it to the inability of the Ferfians, and their ignorance 
of the art of fifhing ; I was however undeceived by the Khan of Afterabad, who, living 
on this fea and having experience of what he ftated, was competent to inform me. It 
feems that twenty or thirty miles from the fhore, the fea is fo fhallow that the fifhermen 
Cannot throw their nets. On this account their veffels are built in the manner before 
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defcribed, and carry no cannon, there being but few cruizers on this fea, unlefs Indeed 
a finall number of Mufcovites or Ruffians, in the neighbourhood of their rivers, particu¬ 
larly the Wolga. Navigators alfo are cautious of touching at the mountains of the 
Lezghi, or in the country of the Circaffians, between Albania and Mufcovy, as they 

would infallibly expofe both their property and freedom. 

The temperature of Ferhabad much refembles that of Rome, lying nearly under the 
fame meridian ; that is to fay, the winters are alike humid, rainy, and foggy, and the fame 
degree of heat and cold is experienced. The quality of the foil is likewife funilar, both 
being fat, marftiy, and watered by a liter and the fea. 

I entered Ferhabad on the weft of the river, but the houfe affigned me was on the 
oppofite fide, confequently I was obliged to crofsit in order to get thither. Although 
one of the beft in the place, the ceiling was fo low that, notwith {landing I am none of 
the tailed, I could reach it with my hand. The houfe reminded me of the firfl cabins, 
of Romulus; and as I feek to gather fome amufement from every thing, the imagery 
which this circumfiance brought to recollection ferved frequently to divert me. An 
appendage to it however much delighted me; it was a large garden planted with white 
mulberry trees, on the banks of the river. Here, ffiaded by them at times, or at others 
walking in alleys, I fpent a great and the moft agreeable portion of my time in conver- 
fation with the mules ; now in company with Adius Sincerus, and now with a Marcus 
Aurelius, iu French, which I met with by chance; and at other rimes with Ferrari, for 
want of other books. 

So ftrong was my inclination of feeing the Cafpian Sea, that the very next day after 
my arrival, that is, the 15th of February, I repaired to its fhores. I embarked a little 
below my dwelling, not in one of the little boats I have deferibed, but in a bark of 
tolerable fize, refembling a felucca, but very ill equipped with paddles, and a difpropor- 
tionate rudder; fuch, in ftiort, that I am well perfuaded, unlefs the wind were wholly 
favourable, from the clumfinefs of the fails, it could make but little way. Charts and 
compafles are things unheard of here ; but as this fea is much navigated, its numerous 
fhoals are well known. I wiflied much for a quadrant in order to afeertain the latitude, 
and ardently defired a well-mounted floop or frigate, that I might have taken the 
foundings, and made an exact chart of this fea; fuch, I have no doubt, is not to be 
met with in Europe. 

We proceeded however to fea in the veffel I have mentioned, entering it by the mouth 
of the river; we had nor advanced far, however, although the weather was calm, 
before the agitation occafioned qualms in Madame Maani, who never before had feen 
the fea, which obliged us to return and dine on a fpot which prefented us with nothing 
but a plain of immeafurable extent. Although not a faft-day, we were ferved with fiffi 
juft caught from the river, which, however palatable at the inllant from our having been 
lo long without tailing of any, were very much inferior to thofe in Europe; nay, even 
the falmon caught here, although frefli, are not fo good as with us when falted ; nor 
indeed all the while I was in the country, did I ever meet with any that were of only 
tolerable flavour, being much inferior even to thofe of the Euphrates and the Tigris. 
They are all large and very fat, owing, as I imagine, to the muddy bottom of the 
Cafpian Sea. 

On Friday the 16th of February I fent two of my fervants to Efcref, only fix 
leagues from Ferhabad, where the King then was, and where he already has begun to 
build anew city. I fent by thefe men two letters, one for the Agamir, or fir ft fecretary 
of the King, the other for Hnffein Bey, the mehimandar, that is to fay, the perfon who 
has the charge of the King’s guefts. It is his duty not only to aflign houfes to the 
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King’s vifitors, but alfo to regale and accompany them, and inform the King of their 
affairs, fo that he is the firft perfon made acquainted with them. In fact, of whatfo- 
ever nature they may be, whether proceeding from ambaffadors of Princes or any 
others, they firft pafs through his hands : he is, eonfequently, an officer of great import¬ 
ance. Hufiein Bey is a perfon very high in efteem, not only on account of his high 
charge and the favour he enjoys, but alfo from his being the fcm-in-iaw of a Khan, who 
is one of the molt confiderable perfons about the court, as well as from being defcended 
from the ancient nobles of Perfia Proper, where he has very large eftates in the 
neighbourhood of Shirez, with a number of towns and villages immediately dependent 
on him; being fo many lordlhips hereditary in his family, called mulk, that is to fay, 
poffeffions independent of the fovereign, or, at leaft, fuch as the King cannot juftly 
alienate. 

To thefe perfons then did I difpatch two letters, which Father Gio Thaddee dc Sta. 
Elizee, vicar-general of the Carmelites at Hifpahan, had given me; in which he merely 
informed them who I was, and of my arrival, in order that they might render account 
thereof to the King, before he faw me. In addition to the letters, I recommended 
my people to tell them from me, that I waited His Majefly’s orders at Ferhabad, whe¬ 
ther to join him at Efcrif, or attend him where I was. The mehimandar was at Fer¬ 
habad, of which I was ignorant; and without receiving any of my letters, on learn¬ 
ing I had arrived, he came on the Saturday to pay me a vifit, and treated me, as his poll: 
exafted, with great civility. 

On Sunday, in the evening, my people returned, and informed me they had feen the- 
Agamir, who received them with civility, and acquainted them of his having before 
heard of my arrival and imparted it to the King, who anfwered according to cuftoin, 
Safa gbieldi^ knjk ghleldi , fignifying I was welcome ; further adding, that it would not 
be requifite that I Ihould travel to Efcrif by fuch bad roads, as he was about to mount 
his horfe to come to Ferhabad, where he would fee me. Upon this communication, 
the Agamir immediately difpatched my fervants to give me intelligence thereof, and 
directed them to ufe all expedition, as His Majefty travelled quick, and would, no doubt 
pafs them on the road. 

In faft, the King mounted his horfe, as I was afterwards informed, to come to Fer¬ 
habad ; but finding himfelf followed by a number of foldiers, and being fantaftic and 
extremely whimfical, he put himfelf in a rage, faying he could go no where without 
being followed ; and, out of contradiction, returned, talking no more of his journey. 

* He did not arrive, in ffiort, until the 27th February, which by oyr reckoning was 
Shrovetide, and I remained where I was. 

The next day, which was Afo Wednefday, having been informed of the King’s arrival 
on the preceding day, I fent immediately to the Agamir to learn how I ,was to aft, and 
whether it was proper I ihould then wait on His Majefty, at his levee, or wait till I was 
fcnt for, and received for anfwer; that it was cuftomary for perfons of diftinftion to 
wait for particular orders; that he would inftantly mention the matter to the King, and 
communicate His Majefty’s pleafure, which he did the next day as he mounted .his 
horfe. Whether, however, the King made any anfwer or not, on returning home to- 
dinner he fent a gentleman to me, called Tochta Bey, to pay me a vifit, and aft as my 
individual mehimandar, or maitre d’hotel ; a peculiar mark of honour /hewn me, this 
gentleman being the fame perfon as on a fimilar occafion attended theEngliffi refidenfc 
on his firft appearance at court. 

I received Tochta Bey according to the ufage of the country, preparing ahandfome 
collation for him, and perfuming his hair and. beard with iacenfe. He begged me to 

give 
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give him a particular account of my travels, and the objeft of my journey. I informed him, 
that the ftrong inclination atone which I felt of feeing and offering my icrvices to the 
King had induced my vifit, which inclination originated in the fame of his grand and 
brilliant aaions, connefted with the honour he Ihewed our Holy Father the Pope, arid 
his known good will towards the Catholics. He enquired alfo if I defigned to remain 
any length of time in Perfia. To this I anfwered, that my flay would depend on His 
Majefty. Again, he questioned if I had a haram ; and learning 1 had, afked who and 
of what country my wife was, and whence I had taken her. 

Learning afterwards in courfe of converfation that it was Lent, he was mmute 
in informing himfelfin what manner I kept it, as it is differently kept by the Chnfttans 
in Perfia, the Orientalifts being much lefs rigid than thofe of the Romilh church. 

The various queftions and anfwers were committed to writing by a mu 11a, who acted 
as fecretary, and the fchedule, as he informed me, would be prefented to the King, as 
is done on all fimiiar occafions. I communicated Lkewife for inicription my name, 
furname, and country. After his taking leave of me in the politeft manner, he further 
queftioned my fervants who accompanied him to the river s fide wheie he ^ took watei, 
how many we were in the houfe ; how many women-fervanrs, liorfes, and camels ; of 
which he fpecified the number in the paper he had to prefent to the King, and recom¬ 
mended particularly to the captain of the quarter where I dwelt, who had given me his 
own houfe as the belt and molt commodious in the neighbourhood, to pay me every 
attention. Thefe officers are called acfacal, that is to fay grey-beard, however young 
they may chance to be. Their office is to fee that nothing is wanting in the houfes ot 
the King’s guefts in their different quarters. 

Upon Tochta Bey leaving me, he repaired immediately to the King with the informa¬ 
tion he had obtained ; but it being- night by the tithe he arrived, and His Majefty 
with the ladies, he had no opportunity of l’peaking to him, and therefore fent in his 
fchedule. 

The fame evening the King, who feldom remains long in a place, mounted his horfe, 
together with his ladies, and went on a hunting-party, about four leagues from Fer- 
habad, to a diftri& where he afterwards flopped for I know not how long, without the 
poflibility of my receiving any intimation from him. However, Huffein Bey, and Tochta 
Bey, my particular mehimandar, continually vifited, and fhewed me much deference, 
behaving with the utnioft civility. 

At length the King returning, Tochta Bey immediately fent to inform me that he 
had given him ample information refpecting me, and that he himfelf would have waited 
on me to inform me of the refult of the conference were it not for the bad weather, 
but that he would do himfelf that pleafure foon as the rain had fomewhat abated. The 
min continued, and his vifit was delayed to the 16 th of March, when he informed me 
that the King had recommended me very ftrongly to his care, and enjoined that he 
lhould frequently wait on me, to remove as much as in his power the tedium of my 
refidence in this city; concluding with remarking, that the period of the King's receiv¬ 
ing me was delayed, owing to the injunctions of his aftrologer Mulla Gelal, who waited 
for a lucky time for him to give audience to foreigners ; obferving to me, that the King 
did nothing without having reference firft to his calculations. 

: This, however, I look upon was a mere pretext, ferving as an excufe for His Majefty’s 
not choofing to fee me, either to tire my patience or to afford him time to make inquifi- 
tion refpefting my views. I, however, had no room to complain, as a fimiiar conduct 
is obferved towards all foreigners j and underftanding that where impatience had been 
expreffed, it, had exqjted His Majefty’s refentment, 1 deemed it moll prudent to fubmit 
- with 
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Yv'ith a good grace to his pleafure, intimating (imply that I (hould receive his orders, 

whenever he pleafed to iffue them, with pleafure. 

As, however, an opportunity offered in the eourfe of this day, I unfolded, by means 
of this fame Tochta Bey, one of the two objects of my vifit, which concerned a war for 
the entire deflruftion of the Turks ; the other being to make Application for peace 
between Perfia and the country of Madame Maani. I coiiverfed for a long time with 
Tochta Bey on the firft fubjetk, and pointed out to him the means which might be 
adopted for the effeQuation of the purpofe, end the auxiliaries which Perfia might find, 
as well perhaps in the Chriftians of Europe, as certain others of Afia called Coflacks, 
who dwell on the Black Sea, at the mouth of the Dnieper or Borifthenes $ giving him at 
the lame time a fuccinct account of thefe.people, and defcribing the importance of an 
individual then at court, who, on account of an apparent flight, was fomewhat di[con¬ 
tented. Tochta Bey paid much attention to my difeourfe, and feemed greatly to 
approve my project, which he promifed he would not fail to communicate to the King. 
The refult fatisfied me that he had acquitted himfelf; for one day afterwards, theCof- 
fack, prefenting a petition to the King in the middle of the [freer, reprefenting his im¬ 
patience at not receiving any anfwer, and the flight he experienced from the Eifecdiar 
Bey, the King received it, and without reading the petition, flopping his horle, he 
called for the Effendiar Bey, and the chief of thofe who-accompanied him, and, as he is 
wont, told them in a loud tone of voice, “ You are ignorant then, you gentlemen, 
of the merit of thefe people, and, unaware of their bravery and noble difpofition, know 
not how to behave yourfelves towards them. Learn then, that they are mailers of the 
Black Sea; that it is they who have taken fo many towns from the Turks, and in vari¬ 
ous inftances (which he recounted to them) have fhewn themfelves with great prowefs ; 
learn, gentlemen, that they are capable of being materially ufeful to us, and are not to 
be flighted.” He, at the fame time, expreffing a delire of alliance with them in nearly 
the terms J propofed to Tochta Bey, concluded with recommending the individual to 
their kindnefs, enjoining the Effendiar Bey in particular, that he fhould not be fuf- 
fered to want for wine, as he knew his countrymen were partial to it; ordering him at 
the fame time five tomans in filver, equal to twenty-five pounds fterling, for his prefent 
occafions, until his petition could be attended to, and a more fuitable prefent be pro- 
vided. But let ns now leave the Coflacks. 

On Wcdnefday, 21 ft March, which was the Neu rouz, or beginning of the folar 
year, a great feftival among the Perfiaus, as I have before obferved, and on which the 
King receives prefents front all his fubjefls of rank, owing either to Saturn being on 
the afeendant, or becaufe the King was indifpofed, as we were told, His Majefty did not 
leave the haram j fo that he was not vifible, nor could be fpokea with, that nor fair 
feveral fucceeding days. 

Among the prefents brought to the palace on this occafion was one on the part of 
the Khan of Chorafan, who, among many other things, fent nearly three hundred heads 
of TJlhsck Tartars, befides a nobleman of diflinaion of that nation, and eight or ten of 
his fervants alive, who furrendered themfelves prifbners, the refult of a ikirmifh, in 
which the remainder were put to the rout. Thefe people, being feflaries of Omar, and. 
inimical to the Perfians, are conftantly making inroads in their territories, carrying 
away whatever they can feize where fuccefsful. 

Two others joined together in a fimilar prefent, the one Huffein Khan, governor of 
a province on the frontiers of Bagdad, who fent the heads of fix hundred lurks, and 
Cafvin Sultan, lieutenant of the laid Khan, who has much fewer people dependent on 
4 iim; his complement was fixty: the heads of thofe of diflinftion were enveloped in a 
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filk turban; the others bare, and each thruft through with a lance. This cuftom of 
making prefents of the heads of enemies to the King of Perfia is, according to Strabo, 
of very ancient date. 

The King did not leave his palace to receive the prefents, but contented himfelf with 
one day ordering the heads and the prifoners to be carried to the oppoftte fide of the 
river, which near the palace is narrow, viewing the Ihocking fpe&acle from a balcony. 
He pardoned the Ufbecks and gave them their liberty, without permitting them, how¬ 
ever, to return to their nation j obferving, at the fame time, that if he Ihould order their 
execution, there yet would be no want of Ufbecks to defolate and injure his borders, 
nor by his pardoning thefe would the number of them be fo much increafed as to give 
him caufe of alarm. 

The Turkifh prifoners, however, underwent quite a different fate, and were all of 
them decapitated, one excepted, who was pardoned. As, however, the fentence pro¬ 
nounced bore fuch an ambiguous meaning, 1 can but notice it: the King, in a civil and 
obliging manner, faying, Curdafolari-jtijhi-facln, which fignifies, “ Take care of thefe 
brethren.” On hearing thefe words, the poor wretches interpreting them as a pardon, 
particularly as they were releafed from their handcuffs, made a thoufand reverences to 
the King, and be flowed on him a thoufand benediftions; they, however, were fcarcely 
out of fight, ere the guards who accompanied them drew' their fcymitars and flew them, 
when they leaft expefted fuch a fate, cutting off their heads afterwards. 

The grand feal is not that which is in higheft efteem in Perfia, although it be affixed 
to all patents and emanations from royal authority, (it is kept by the mohurdar, or 
keeper of the feal,) but a fmall feal, which is worn in a ring by the King himlelf; and 
which he ufes in fealing all his letters to the Princes and governors of provinces. 

At the feftival of the Neu rouz, the Perilans in office in various departments are 
changed, particularly the Daroga, or governor of the city. Among thofe who were 
nominated to employments this year was my particular mehimandar Tochta Bey, who 
was made Daroga of Hifpahan, whither the King difpatched him with expedition, fecretly 
entruftmg him with matters of great importance. This was in a degree injurious to 
my concerns, as the hafte which he was obliged to make caufed him to omit that atten¬ 
tion he was difpofed to pay to my affairs. 

On the 13th of April, which was Good Friday, being informed that th _ King had fud- 
denly departed for Efcref, and apprehenfive that my reception might be delayed for a 
length of time, I deemed it proper to put him in mind of it in the bell manner I was 
able. I therefore fent my compliments, according to cuftom with us, to all my friends, 
on occafion of the day, and particularly to the agamir, with certain prefents ; among 
them fome con fedlionary, and eggs of different colours to play with ; an amufement to 
which the Perfians are fo prone, that they cannot handle an egg without playing with 
it afrer their manner. 

The agamir received my fervants and little prefentwith great politenefs, and enquired 
who it was that had been appointed to viiit me fince the advancement of Tochta Bey j 
and learning that I had feen nobody, he was extremely angry, and difmiffing my fer¬ 
vants, informed them that the vizier of the city would not fail waiting on me the fuc- 
ceeding day. As promifed, Taehi Mirza, the vizier, who is the King’s lieutenant over 
all the province of Mazanderan, came to me fo early in the morning that I had not yet 
rifen ; in order, therefore, not to detain him l received him in bed, and the better to 
conceal my fiuggifhnefs, told him I had been indifpofed throughout the whole night. 

In view of pleafing me, he told me that he waited upon me exprefsly by order of 
the King, as he mounted his horfe the preceding day, and not in confequence of any 
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directions from the agamir; at the fame time making many excufes for his negligence 
in not having vifited me before, taking blame to himfelf as if guilty of unpardonable 
nulenefs. On his departure he left a written order, after previoufly enquiring the 
number of my people, for our being dire£tly fumilhed with proviftons for twenty days, 
that at the time being deemed the extent of His Majefty’s ftay at Ferhabad. He left 
with me alfo one of his fervants, not only to rake care I was properly provided with 
ncceffaries, but that he might always be at my call; and taking leave of me, went to 
join the King at Efcref. 

On the lait day of April I was vifited by a brother of the vizier Muhammed Saleh 
Bey ; he informed me, that the King would remain fomewhat longer than he at firfl 
intended, and gave me a new order for provifions. I learnt from him, that His Ma- 
jefty would return in a few days to Ferhabad, and after (lopping ten days or a fortnight, 
would remove with his army to Cafvin, and thence to the frontiers. 

It may not be unenter taming to you to be informed of the quantity of provifions 
allotted for our fupporr, firfl deferibing to you the value of their different weights. The 
patman of the King weighs about i 81 bs. of Venice, (hplbs. Englilh); that of Tebriz, 
which is the weight by which we were ferved, 9lbs. of Venice, (pf lbs. Eng.) This is 
divided into quarters, called cheharek; and thefe again fubdivided into fiah, and thofe 
into mithicali ; diminutive weights, the value of which I did not afeertain. The quan. 
tlfy affigned us then for a month was 

250 Patmans of Hour,. 

150 Do. of rice, 

36 Do. of butter, 

80 Fowls, 19 capons, 17 lambs, 600 eggs, 

15 Patmans of chick-peas, 12 patmans of fait, 3 of fpices of all 
deferiptions, comprifmg anife, fennel, cunnnin, and the like; particularly one che¬ 
harek of pepper, and one of cinnamon, and one fiah of cardamom feeds; 

10 Patmans of pomegranate feed, dried in the fun; the juice of 
which when boiled renders their ragouts excellent; 

27 Patmans of onions, 

20 Do. of wine ; of which they were thus (paring, merely from 
its being reprefented to them that I did not drink of it in general. 

50 Thick and long wax candles, weighing each three pounds; 
one of which Ialts more than one evening, and ferves a fecond time m the inferior apart¬ 
ments, but not in the divan kane; 

and 12 Patmans of tallow candles, burnt in lilver candlefticks, with 
fiandifiies to catch the tallow, which are placed on the carpet. The ufe of tailow is 
not confulered degrading to perfons of rank, it being burnt in the palace of the King 
himfelf. 

This, however, is not the whole of our allowance of provifions; we had befides, 

5 Patmans of raifins without ftones, called chiikmik, and in 
their piliio, 

5 Do. of dry apricots, 

5 Do. of vinegar, 

10 Do. of cheefe in fmall white pieces without rind, more refern- 
blieg thick cream than cheefe; 

20 Patmans of four milk, 

3 Do. of fugar, and a large flalk full of w hite fugar, kept in fuch 
veffels alone; 
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5 Large decanters of rofe-water, 

5 Patmans of honey, 

1000 Oranges, 

100 Patmans of barley for the cattle; befides fifteen chiles of land, 
affigned ns for growing barley, to cut green in the months of April and May ; each 
chile of land yielding generally ten horfe loads ; with thefe, 45 loads of wood for 
tiring, completed our allowance ; all of which was tranfporled to my houfe with great 
exactitude, almoft at the fame inftant of time, except fome articles which we did not 
like, and prefented to the fervant of the vizier who attended us. 

On the 1ft May, the brother of the vizier waited on me again, to direCt me, in con- 
fequence of an order he had received from, the King, to repair to him at Efcref as foon 
as pofiible, he being defirous of Ihewing me the buildings he had conftructed there, 
before he left that part of the country ; informing me at the fame time, that if f would 
be ready by the next morning he would fend a man to accompany me, and that it would 
not be neceflary to take my baggage with me, as the King would remain tilere but a 
very fiiort time. I accordingly prepared myfelf, and left Ferhabad in the morning of the 
2 d May, with the vizier’s fervant and thofe of my own, leaving the women and the 
remainder of my fuite behind. 

Efcref lays eaftward of Ferhabad; the road thither is very even, and the mud in it 
being tolerably dry, our journey was pleafant. The country on each fide was remark¬ 
ably well cultivated, particularly in the neighbourhood of' Ferhabad, and inhabited by 
an infinite number of Georgians and Armenians. 

I faw growing about a number of plants which I had long wilhed to fee, but in vain, 
fuch as chicory in abundance, thiftle, and wild borage, with a different flower to ours. 
On the way 1 pointed them out to the inhabitants, who were ignorant of their value, 
particularly the endive. After travelling for a league we forded a river, fomewhat 
broader than that at Ferhahad, which empties itfelf into the Calpian Sea. It is called 1 
Chinon. 

At noon we refted for two hours in a town belonging to the Turkman?, called Chi- 
arman. It is fi tuated on another finall river, much refeinbling that at the Marana at 
Rome. .According to cuftoin we were regaled by. the chief inhabitants, but as I had 
lunched off an excellent ham I ate but little. On remounting our horfes we continued 
our courfe until five or fix in the evening, paffing through feveral towns and villages 
inhabited partly by natives of Mazanderan and partly by Turkmans. 

At length we arrived at Efcref, which is about two leagues diftant from the fea. It 
is fituated at the extremity of a hand fome plain, at the foot of fome finall mountains 
which cover it towards the fouth. It is at prefent an open place, which is only juft 
begun to be built on. Nothing is yet confbrufted but the King’s palace, which, indeed, 
is not itfelf complete j its gardens; a large ftreet, the bazar, and fome houfes inter- 
fperfed among the trees of the for eft, and a large efplanade. It is, however, full of inha¬ 
bitants ; and, in order to encourage the frequency of more,, the King, who delights in 
hunting, and meets with much fport here, whenever he winters at Ferhabad, paffes a 
great part of his time at this place. 

Springs and rivulets are here very abundant, the water of -which is excellent. Trees 
alfo are very numerous, thick and of high growth, and the houfes among them are fo 
{haded by their foliage that they are fcarcely vifible; and fo numerous that one is at a 
lofs to determine whether it be rather a town in a foreft or a foreft in a, town. On our 
nearing the palace, the man furnilhed me by the Vizier, rode on to acquaint the governor 
*f my arrival, who immediately mounted his horfe to meet me, with fome of his people 
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en foot, gave me the right, the Ration of honour among the Perfians, ns well as contrary 
to the cuftom of the Turks, who give the left as a compliment, and aligned for my 
abode one of the bell houfes in the place. 

This dwelling has a large court entirely ihaded by the branches of trees, fo as almoft 
wholly to exclude the fun. In the midft of it, in the moll umbrageous part, a foiall 
apartment, or rather a gallery , (as it is open on all fides,) has been erefied, about the 
height of a man from the ground, to which you afcend by fteps. In this place it is ufual 
to receive company in the fummer, and even to ileep, on account of its coolnefs. This 
place is common, and foch galleries are called balakane, or high houfes, from their being 
raifed above the furface of the ground. 

It mu ft not feem extraordinary to you that fuch open apartments fliould be ufed to 
fteep in, the night air pofleffing no noxious qualities in thefe parts, nor even in any 
part eaftward of the Mediterranean as far as here ; nay, even weft: of its (bores in the 
Archipelago, at Scio for example. The cuilom of fleeping expofed to the air through¬ 
out thefe quarters is fo common, that illnefs would endue upon the inhabitants refting 
m dole apartments. 

The vizier introduced me, therefore, into the balakane, where feated, we remained 
forne time in converfation. Afterwards he repaired to the King, to acquaint him of my 
arrival; and returning fliortly after, informed me that the King had bade me welcome, 
and would give me audience on the morrow. The vizier ftaid to fup with me \ and 
every thing ferved me, as well on this occafion as at all my meats afterwards, was in a 
very nic& manner from his own houfe. He remained with me for fome time after fup- 
per, and ordering fome of his people to abide with me to receive my orders, took his 
leave *, telling me, he would wait on me in the morning to prefent me himfelf to 
His Majefly. 

As ufual with them, my bed was prepared in the bala kane, it confided of a mattrals, 
with filk pillows, and a quilted counterpane of the fame, but without fheets ; inftead of 
which was a cit Indiano, or Balampour, of a thoufand colours. Thar I had no iheets 
mull not furprife you, they arc rendered unneceffary by the night-drefs cuftomanly 
worn, which is a fhirt and drawers, or rather trowfers reaching to the feet. 

On the next day the vizier repaired to my houfe, and found me already dreft and 
waiting for him \ but as it was yet early, he remained with me till the hour at which he 
expected I might be admitted to an audience. At length we mounted our horfes and 
repaired in company to the palace, the principal gate of which fronts a veiy handfome 
and long direct 5 arrived at which we alighted. We did not enter by a large meadow 
before the palace, but rounded it, afeending by a large 1'quarC joining the palace on 
one fide, to which one paffes by a garden that no one is allowed to enter on horfeback. 

1 found here a number of Georgians who waited upon the King to abjure their religion 
and become Mahometans ; this induced a converfation between the vizier and myfelf; 
in which I learnt that liberty of confidence was allowed throughout the kingdom ; and 
that the King was wholly indifferent to what religion his fubjeits profefled, holding all 
as good, either the Mahometan, the Chriftian or Jewifh faith ; but thefe people, added 
he, are continually peftering His Majefty to become Mahometans* 

At one end of the fquare, near the palace, there is a beautiful tree of great height, at 
which the firll eorps dc garde is ftationed*. Here the Vizier lef t me in the /hade to give 
advice of my approach, and receive the neceflary orders; and after fome time he 
returned to inform me, the King had ordered him to conduct me to the divan kane of 
the garden, where the principal officers about the court awaited him. The floor of 
the divan kane* raifed only two fteps from the ground, was covered with beautiful car* 
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pets, on which the officers of the court already aflembled were feated. The Khali of 
Afterabad ; the Corchibaftii, or chief of the foldiery, called Corchi; Muharrab Khan; 
Delli Muhamraed, furnamed Delli from his facetioufnefs, that word fignifying fportive j 
a Sultan from the frontiers next to India; with feverai others of conhderation. Befides 
thefe, on the oppofite fide, Sam Kogia Bey, and the Effendiar Bey, a particular favourite 
of the King; and on the fide fronting the weft, that of leaft efteem among them, were 
feverai muficians with various inftruments, fuch as violins, cymbals, lutes, and others, 
but. varying in fhape from ours, the firings of which were not only of catgut, but alfo 
of filk covered with wire. 

On my entrance I was led to fit between the Khan of Afterabad, and the Corchi- 
bafhi, as the raoft honourable fktion, the Vizier of Mazanderan remaining ar the door; 
thofe officers in greateft familiarity with the King never fitting at his audience* but 
remaining Handing to obey his orders. The reft of the afiemblage kept their feats as 
on my arrival. 

After remaining feated thus for fome time we were ferved with dinner. What was 
prepared for us was brought by the garden-gate, the difbes being carried by as many 
perfons following each other after the maitre d* hotel, of from eighteen to twenty years 
of age, without beards, who aft as the King's pages, and dreft in the coftume of 
Mazanderan ; that is to fay, in pantaloons, with a tight round frock fitting the 
body and reaching to the middle of the thighs ; no turban, but in Head a fur cap 
with the hair outwards, and the ikin turned up at bottom to ihew the cloth with which 
it is lined. 

Thefe kind of caps, called in Perfia bark, are very common here, and are the fame 
as for convenience-fake are worn in the houfe in lieu of turbans. The pages do not 
wear liveries, fuch not being ufed at all in thefe parts, but each was clad in a different 
colour to the other, according to fancy, and in various kinds of cloth, fome embroidered 
with gold and others with filver, the bork being generally of a different colour from 
the pantaloons, and thefe again varying from that of the frock. 

The diflies they carried were large as our bafons, with high covers, either round or 
fleeple-fhaped, to cover the pyramids of pilao and other meffeg* 1 The diflies were 
fome of filver but inoftly of gold, and, in order to make the greater fhew, they were 
intermixed. 

The maitre d f hotels on reaching the divan kane, knelt and fpread before me and my 
two neighbours a cloth of moderate fize of ano&agonal fliape, of gold brocade fringed, 
with gold taffels of different ihapes and colour. On this cloth every thing placed was 
ferved in difhes of gold, and the meats they contained, notwithftanding it was feafoned 
after the country fafhion, was truly a feaft for a King. Befides thefe ddhes, near each 
of us was a large porringer of the capacity of a fcnall pipkin, full of acids, extracted 
from different matters, of which fpoonfuls are occafionally taken during the repaft, 
either to afiift digeftion or fharpen the appetite; to ferve which, in each porringer, 
which like the difties were of gold, a deep new fpoon was put, made of aromatic wood, 
with a very long handle ; thefe, however, ferve but for one meal, never being ufed a 
fecond time. 

-Although we were not long at dinner, wine was ferved twice round to all the com¬ 
pany according to rank ; as I objefted to a fecond cup I was much importuned, as 
thofe about me being prohibited the ufe of wine by their religion, and aware that no 
fuch injunction withheld me, confidered my abftiuenceas a reproach* 

While diverting ourfelves in converfation the muficians kept playing continually, but 
in fuch gentle tones and fo low as to be fcarcely heard, fo as to afford no interruption, 
T While 
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While talking, the cup which was of gold and the fairer the fame, kept continually 
moving, the quantity drank at each time, however, was finall, and the Perfians ac- 
cuftomed to thefe entertainments have good heads. 

It was now late, when the King attended by fome favourite officers of date, fuch as the 
agamir, the chief of the eunuchs, and foine others, entered by the garden gate oppofite 
to us. As well as the others, he was drelfed in a very fine cotton veil ol a lively 
green colour, laced over the breaft; for, notwithftanding it be euftomary to lace them 
on the fide, as I have elfewhere noticed, they are fometimes laced in front with orange 
laces. His drawers, or trowfers, were of violet coloured cloth, his fhoes of orange 
ihagreen or zigri, and his turban red and filver, ftriped. His broad lath was of various 
colours, as well as that above it, and the ffieath of his fcymitar of black Ihagreen, the 
hilt of bone, probably the tooth of fome fifli. _ . 

His walk was ftately; his left hand on the guard of his fword, the point ot which 
towards the iky, and the concave bend upwards according to the cuftom of the country. 
From caprice he is ufed to wear the wrong fide of his turban before, which except hirn- 

felf, none is allowed to do. . - 

As foon as we perceived the King at a diftance, we incontinently rofe on our feet, 
but without leaving our places. Pie advanced towards us with a meafured pace, unfup- 
ported, at the head of thofe who followed him, according to general pra&ice, whether 
on foot or on horfeback. He is of middling ftature, not lean but delicate, well built and 
proportioned, and of dignified port, notwithftanding he be now near nine and forty years 
old. Whether he fpeak, he walk, or Amply look at you, he has conftantly the appear¬ 
ance of great animation and vivacity j neverthelefs, in fpite of his perpetual reftlefsnefs, 
and his natural capricioufnefs, he conftantly maintains fomewhat of ferious and grave, 
which plainly indicate Majefty. His face is rather handfome than otherwife, but 
his complexion is very dark, either naturally or owing to his frequent expofure to the 
fun. His hands are conftantly dyed of a very dark colour with alcana. His nofe is 
aquiline; his whifkers, which are long and hang down, as well as his eyebrows, are 
black: he wears no beard. His eyes are lively, fparkling and finding, and as well as the 
reft of his countenance expreffive of that greatnefs of mind and genius, in which he 
furpafles the whole of the Princes of the kingdom. 

On the King approaching, the Sultan 1 before mentioned, as being with us who had 
come from the country over which he was appointed governor, on the frontiers of 
India and Jagatay, with four or five of the chiefs from thofe parts who accompanied 
him, advanced and killed his foot, as is ufual when Sultans or Khans repair to court 
from a diftant country, and when they take their leave. This homage on the part of 
the Sultan was imitated by thofe with him, after which it was repeated by the Sultan 
and the reft, and again a third time, every one each time making a myfterious circle 
round the King. This ceremony being finilhed, the Sultan and thofe who accomp nied 
him returned to the divan kane and refumed his place. The King entered alfo, and, 
as did the others, left his Ihoes on the fteps of the divan kane; not fo much as a 
mark of refpeft as for cleanlinefs fake. 

Their {hoes have heels to them, and are in confequence much more comfortable and 
pleafant of wear than our flippers without, and not being tied are as eafiiy difen- 
gaged without Hooping. 

On the King’s entering the divan kane, my neighbours gave me a hint, upon which 
I left my place accompanied by the Core hi Balhi who was at my left, and retained that 
ftation, putting his hand under my arm as if to fupport me. The King feeing me ad¬ 
vance, 
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vance, Hood ftiil; on getting near I made him a profound bow according to our cuflorm, 
and kneeling on my right knee (looped, in view of killing the hem of his garment, but 
he prefer.ting me his hand and hindering me, I kilfed it, and touched it with my fore- 
head. On riling, while returning to my fhatioii accompanied as before, the King enquired 
if I fpoke their language, and underitanding from thofe with whom I had converfed 
that I did, he turned to ine with a fmile, and faid cbojJ; gbiddi, fafa ghicldi (truly 
welcome, very welcome'); after which he affirmed his place at the anterior part of the 
divan kane, on the left hand as you enter, in the fame fpot in which Sant Kogia was 
before. The King being feated here by himfelf, and Sarii Kogia oppofite to him, we 
refumed our former politico. Almofl all the officers of rank who accompanied him 
Handing about his perfon without the divan kane, with fome of thofe who before the 
arrival of His Majefty were feated with us. 

The King at firft kneeled down and fat upon his heels, which is confidered the molt 
refpnetful and humble pelture, but which foon tires; after which he changed it for that 
manner of fitting peculiar to our tailors. After His Majefty had fet us the example, 
we changed our previous uncomfortable pofture alfo, and fat with our legs acrofs. 
After this he pulled oft' his turban and remained bare headed, notwithftanding it was 
night and the apartment open. This, I underftqod, is his ufual practice, whether alone 
or in conversation. In this, we did not imitate him, it being confidered an incivility to 
fit without a turban, not only when among perfons of higher rank, but even among 
ftrangers or your equals. He afterwards ordered wine to be brought; this the 
Effendiar Bey, who ltood without the divan-kane, preparing in a hurry to prefent to the 
King, fell into a iinall refervoir of water at the foot of the fteps leading to the place, 
which excited a hearty laugh at his expence, redoubled when upon his recovering him¬ 
felf, and again advancing, he broke the glafs decanter which contained the wine againlt 
the joifts of the door. 

The King having drank, two or three pages Handing in the room ferved us each 
according to rank, one after the other as before; the cups from which we drank being 
of gold, and that of the King of glafs. On the cup being prefented to me, the King 
noticing I did not take it with the fame eagernefs as the reft, obferved, “ perhaps he 
does not drink wine.” I anfwered, “ that I was little accuftomed to do fo, but felt it a 
duty fince I underltood it to be Ilis Majefty’s pleafure that I fhould, and that in mere 
momentous matters I was defirous of Ihewing him my readinefs to fubmit to His Ma» 
jelly’s will.” I thereupon emptied my cup, which was very fmall, for the fecond time 
that day; the wine, however, notwithftanding it was pure, was neither very ftrong nor 
very good. 

In the mean time, a number of people came with the prefents made by the Sultan on 
occafion of his vifit to court. This cuftorn appears of very great antiquity, the King 
of the Medes according to Philoftrates never being vifited even in the time of Apollo¬ 
nius without receiving prefents, 

. This cuftorn is general throughout the Eaft among all ranks. Equals for what they 
give receive an equivalent; where the value tendered for that received be greater, it is 
confidered an acknowlegement of fuperiority, where lefs, an affuniption of the fame on 
the reverfe. Vaflals makq prefents to.their lords, who give back little in return. When 
Princes of fimilar power and equal authority make them, the quality and nature of 
what is tendered is preconcerted on each fide. The Sovereign who receives them from 
on inferior Prince gives little or nothing in return. Thus the Turks, wont to receive 
from the King of Perlia, render but a trifle; and the prefent wa£» as I conceive, 

originates 
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originates from the Shah difliking to give without an equivalent; and notwithstanding 
the expence of the war infinitely furpafs the value of the annual boon, peace is pre* 
vented by the pertinacity of the King in refufing the annual donation.. 

After the prefents had palled in review, to which His Majefty paid little attention, 
unlefs indeed to fome falcons, arrows, and inftruments of war, he employed the re¬ 
mainder of the day in the expediting of various affairs, giving different commiffions and 
writing feveral letters; he alfo liftened to the reading of feveral by the agamir in fo loud 
a tone of voice that we diftinftly heard every fyllable; among thefe was one from my 
former mehimandar Tochta Bey, now Governor of iiifpahan, informing of the arrival 
of an atnbaffador expected from Spain. 

His Majefty enquired of the courier, as is his general cuftom, refpe&ing the ambaf- 
fador, and where he was lodged; of me alfo, if he were the man of rank defignated : 
on which point 1 fatisfied him, informing him, that although he was perfonally unknown 
to me, 1 knew his family to be one of the moft noble in Spain; and in anfwer to his quef- 
tion, whether a Caftilian or Portuguefe, acquainted him that iiotwitliftanding he had 
poffeffions in both countries, he was a true Spaniard. 

In this manner the King difpatched his various affairs, converfing firft with one, then 
with another, the wine palling round all the white; I availed myfelf, however, of his 
being fo clofely engaged to pals my turn. At length lights were brought in; thefe were 
large iron pots into which rags and greafe were put, at the end of flicks, and which 
when kindled give much more light than our torches. Thefe are peculiar to perfons 
of high rank; four of them were placed without the divan kane in the open air, and 
wherever three or four arevifible it is an infallible fign that either the King is on the 
fpot or his havam. Within the divan kane, a row of wax candles were difpofed in 
gold and filver fticks, and a lamp of greafe, fuch as I have before deferibed. 

Immediately after a collation was ferved, confifting only of provocatives to drinking, 
as without wine in this country there is no converfation. Thefe, at the fame time, very 
much prevent the wine from affeSing, as by my own experience I am well enabled to 
afeertain. The entertainment continued thus till paft one o’clock in the morning, the 
King all the time conducting himfelf with great familiarity, yet conftantly preferving 
his dignity. After fome time, the King called Delli Muhammed Khan, the jefter, to 
come and divert him, c'ondefcending fo far as to tell him, that if too idle to move, he 
would himfelf come to him. The guefts upon this perceiving the Shah difpoled to 
unbend, fas fuch perhaps is the cuftom,) withdrew one after the other, without any 
ceremony whatfcever, and making as little noife as pofiible. 

For my part, a novice in thefe matters, I waited fome time, ex peCling they might 
return, as 1 noticed that all were free to go out and come back; I remained fome time; 
at length, fearful of being the only one left at table, I withdrew, and as I waited fome 
time on the fteps for my flippers, the agamir on one fide, and the Governor of 
Mazanderan on the other, came to acquaint me that that the King enquired for and 
wiftted to fee me. 

1 returned immediately on this intimation, and having entered the divan kane, 
knelt down in order to fit oppofite to the King near Delli Muhammed Khan, but foon 
as the King perceived me, he told me he wilhed to confer with me, and made a fign 
for me to be feated on his right, with which I complied. Notwithftanding we were no 
more in the faloon than the King, Delli Khan, and myfelf, the muficians ftill continued 
to play in the fame manner as before deferibed, fo as not to hinder converfation. 

When feated, the King made many enquiries of me refpeCling myfelf, my profeflion, 
my family, and objeft in travelling $ of the countries through which 1 paffed; of Europe; 
voi» ix. x its 
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its politics; its religions ; the power and views of Spain, refpecfing its ambaffador; and. 
many other fubjecb, reafoning upon my replies oil the latter, and fttewing himfelf in 
his converfation perfectly well informed of the religions, cuftoms, and interefts of 
Europe, a very widely-informed man, and a confummate politician. He detailed to me 
in return the caufe of his wars with Gourgiftan, as Georgia is called here; told me of 
Trimuraz, who had excited the Turks to war with him, having fought for affiftance 
from the Tatars, but « what can they do with their arrows, which go ter, ter" faid he, 

let them come, let them come, I fliall fpeak and do,” putting his hand to his fword 
and affuming a menacing afpea; when recolleaing himfelf, and apprehenfive of too 
much prefumption, he turned his eyes towards heaven and rebuked himfelf, exclaiming, 
tdba, ioba, expreffions of regret and refignation to God; then turning the converfation 
to taSics, he Ihewed himfelf well acquainted with war, its inllruments, the fitted for 
cavalry and infantry, and the various manoeuvres in battle. 

The leffons which he gave to the attendants about him on thefe fubjefts were liflened 
to with minute attention and much approbation; for my part I obferved, that it was 
only for mailers to give fuch leffons, and that he was certainly qualified to teach from 
fo much experience, and fuch great fuccefs as he had ever had. The King 
fmiled at the compliment, modeftly obferving that what he had ever done wa» 
but of little value. 

You muff not, however, imagine that our difcourfe (which, as it embraced fo many 
fubje&s, was confequently of long duration) paffed without frequent reference to the 
cup; a praflice common with the King, lefs with him for its being the cuftom of the 
country than to allow his penetrating mind to work into the receffes of the hearts of 
thofe with whom he converfes, and with courtefy and the affiftance of Bacchus to draw 
from them their moft fecret thoughts. 

After continuing thus converfmg, and drinking fometime to a great excefs, yet with¬ 
out ill confequences to myfelf, Belli Khan, upon the cup palling with greater brifknefs, 
knowing it to be the fignal for departure, withdrew fo filcntly that I faw his place empty 
before I noticed his retreat. Yet, feeing the King did not rife, I thought it improper 
to do fo before him. At length he made a fign, obferving longer fitting was fuperflu- 
ous, and putting on his turban leaned againft a pillar of the divan kane, where he was 
fur rounded by the muficians, who continued to play very gently. Hereupon the Vizier 
of Mazanderan, who was on his feet as well as the other officers, beckoned me to 
retire, which 1 did without faying a word, making a flight bow as I paffed the King, 
which was difpenfed with by the courtiers. The vizier affigned me fome of his people 
to fee me home, remaining with the King, who is wont to continue in this pofture, a prey 
to an habitual melancholy, liftening to the mufic : fome times when he thinks of ir, 
retiring to the haram. 

On Saturday the 5th of May the King left Efcref for Ferhabad, yet not by the direct 
road, in order that he might enjoy the diverfion of hunting, as he is wont; his ladies 
accompanying him on horfeback, and they alone, in order that his horfes, wiih the bag¬ 
gage and his train, might travel on at leifure; as when the King removes, all his people 
go at the fame time. For my part, I did not leave Efcref that day, the King having 
dire&ed that the apartments and gardens of the palace, when all fliould have departed, 
Ihould be fhewn me; and for that purpofe, I was waited on the fame evening by the 
Vizier of Mazanderan. 

We entered by the great and principal gate of the palace, which opens on a long and 
beautiful avenue of great breadth, ornamented at prefent only by fimple hedges and 
borders. It is, however, as I underhand, to form a bazar. On the way he pointed 
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out to me other fpots on which it was intended to ereft caravanferai, fquares, baths, and 
other buildings, for the habitation of the people which the King was continually 
fending thither. 

Beyond the gate, which none are allowed to pafs on horfeback, is a very handfome 
meadow of great extent, where thofe amufe themfelves who go to pay their court or 
wifli to fee the King; for, unlike with us, the Shah never gives audience in the apart¬ 
ments of his palace, but in the open air ; either, if on foot, in the courts, or on horfe- 
back, in the public fquares. On the left as you enter the meadow is a beautiful hill, 
railed partly by nature and in part by art, at the foot of which a bath is built for the 
fervice of the town, the revenue from which belongs to the King. On the fummit of 
the hill a private garden has been laid out for the ladies, inclofed by Itrong walls 
flanked with towers. 

I was introduced into this garden, which is even of great capacity, abounding in 
odoriferous plants and various fruits, but particularly oranges and lemons. Vegetation 
of all kinds, from the warmth and moilture of the climate, and the abundance of water 
which falls from the neighbouring mountains, fuccecding admirably. I did not, how¬ 
ever, notice any efpaliers, fountains, or fimilar ornaments to thofe with which our gardens 
are replete. 

The water runs in the middle of the alleys, which are paved with Hone, in little ftraight 
canals, and not on each fide the walks as with us. In the middle of the garden, at the 
union of the four principal alleys which crofs each other, an oftagonal houfe is built, of 
feveral ftories. The apartments in it are handfomely painted and gilt, but very final 1 , 
and conftructed only for fleeping rooms, or to reft in. This building is deftined ex- 
clufively for the women, and none are fuffered to enter it except the King. 

Upon quitting the ladies’ garden we went to vifit that of the King, fituated oppofite 
to the hill beyond the meadow on the left at entering. One enters through a finall 
garden, and by an avenue which leads to the great garden, in the middle of which is 
the divan kane, in which the King gave me audience. On entering, a great gate 
prefents itfelf, on which is a fountain which throws its water as high as the roof of this 
building, whence it is conducted into different apartments and balconies, and fupplies 
feveral fmall jets d’eau which fpring from their floors. 

This houfe, as well as the other, is very fmall, and the number of apartments on the 
various ftories are almofl: infinite. They are confequently very narrow rooms, 
although well painted and gilt, and ornamented with exquifite miniatures of great 
coft. On every fide are numerous balconies, with Venetian ihutters and large 
curtains. 

Of the apartments, one was contrived to have a beautiful effect; on each of its four 
fides were two large looking-glaffes in the form of windows, one on one fide and one on 
the other of the four doors or windows, which, on every fide resetting, gave the ap¬ 
pearance of fo many rooms fimilar to that in which they were. The floors of feveral 
of the moll private rooms were ftrewed with mattrafles of rich brocade, for convenience 
on being feated, or for fleeping on, and fuch as had not their mattrafles were covered 
with carpets of great value. The paintings throughout the palace, although the colour's 
be beautiful, were very badly executed ; the painters here being no Titians. 

At length, after Shewing me every thing that there was to be feen, the vizier that 
fame evening fet out on horfeback to join the King; for my part, not caring to travel by 
night, I deferred my departure till the next morning, and arrived at Ferhabad by a 
different road to that I left it, in fuch good time as to be able to dilpatch a letter for 
Italy by an American courier departing for Hifpahan. 
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On the road returning I dined in a village where I flopped to reft, a number of which 
I palled through on my way, noticing every where in the fields bala-kane elevated on 
polls, the afcent to which in lieu of Hairs (to prevent intrulion of animals, as they are 
in the open country) is by a Hoping pofh with knotches on each fide of it. Thefe 
bala-kane arc not inclofed by any thing but a Gender matting, which can be let down 
cr railed at pleafure, l'o as to admit the air and exclude the fun or rain. In one of 
thefe I dined off feveral diflies brought by fome of the village, and after Seeping a 
ftiort time I mounted my horfe, and crofting the Chinon in another part arrived at 
Ferhabad. 

I obferved, during my ftay afterwards at Ferhabad, no more than two things; the one 
the folemn and general almfgiving, which is continual at the gate of the King, to the 
Sophi, who call themfelves religious perfons of the Perfian feet; and the other, the 
circumftance of the King difpoftng of thirty women from his harain, to whom he gave 
each a hulband, as he is accuftotned frequently to do. The manner of his difmilling 
his wives is as follows. 

He gives each of them a camel for to enable her to perform the journey lhe has to 
make; a kiccheve, that is to fay, a covered litter, fuch as is ufed in this county to ride 
in more conveniently on the camel’s ribs on one fide, and in the other to put a 
coffer filled with her things, that is to fay, a filk bed or rather maltrafs, a pillow and 
coverlid, dreffes and linen, her gold, her jewels, and every thing belonging to her j 
as all of them, according to their rank and birth, poflefs either lefs or more property. 
When fiie who leaves the haratn happens to have been in any efteem, her equipage and 
cloaths, without which none are difmiffed, are worth from one thoufand to two thou- 
fand fequins, which in the Eaft, where a woman brings nothing to her huiband, is in 
courfe a hand fome portion. 

Thus having detailed the whole of what I have noticed, here I am now preparing for 
a new journey, the King being on the point of departure with the army for Cafvin, 
whence he means to advance directly to the Turkilh frontiers, and whereloever the 
chance of war and the good of the kingdom may call. 

Hitherto I have written from Ferhabad, and counted upon fending my letter thence, 
brought down to the firft or fecond week in May, but was prevented for want of a 
trufty meffenger, and the hidden departure of His Majefty, immediately followed by 
mine; and as I have an opportunity of fending it by an Auguftin lately arrived from 
India, and proceeding direct to Rome, I {hall add, if the time will permit, an account of 
all that has occurred up to the prefent date. 

The King, receiving fome particular news from Turkey, left Ferhabad in hafte For, 
Gafvin, on the nth of May. Soon as the King leaves any place the foldiers about his 
perfon decamp immediately and follow him wherever he goes, without knowing whither - 
nor even the time of his departure an hour before it takes place. This, however, is no 
ways inconvenient to the army, as from fuch things being cuftomaryall are conftantly 
prepared. The King, however, bent his courfe out of the direft way, rather towards 
the province of Ghilan, in order to take the diverfion of hunting, the guards, who. 
were ignorant of this, making direft for Cafvin on the fame road as to Hifpahan from 
Ferhabad, as far as Firuz-cuh. 

I was not made acquainted with the hunting party in Ghilan, or, as you may well. 
imagine, I fhould not have been abfent whatever the inconvenience to myfelf; but as 
the Vizier of Mazanderan informed me, that if I accompanied the King I fliould not 
have an opportunity the more for converting with him, as he would be conftantly with 
the ladies, but fliould likewife have to undergo vaft fatigue. I followed his recommen, 
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rfatfon, and fet of with the army direct for Cafvin, on the evening of the 13th of May, 
travelling conftantly by night in order to avoid the heat, which already, when the fun 
was up,°\vas_ fcarcely tolerable, and repofmg in cool (hades during the day. In this 
manner we reached Firuz-cuh in four or five days, the roads being dry and in 
good order. 

Our firft; halt was in the city of Saru, at the houfe of the hofts who had treated us 
fo civilly before, and who expected us at the door on hearing the army was palling. 
After palling through the for eft, which had been oar refting-place, and Tatava Peik, we 
flopped at a wretched ftage called Shirgah. Our third day’s journey was only of four 
leagues, bn account of the mountains, and leaving behind us Giret, the town inhabited 
by^the ladies who treated us with fuch kindnefs, we proceeded,to Mioni Kiel la, where 
we lodged before. Our fourth halt was in the neighbourhood of the ruined calUes at 
the commencement of Mazanderan; the ruined caftle but a fhort diftance from the 
highway is called Abund. Our march of this day was no more than four leagues, 
on account of the flow pace of the camels, and the place of our encampment for the 
night was a delightful valley at the foot or rather on the flope of the mountain. Be* 
yond the valley on a fmaHmountain we difeemed a number of black tents belonging to 
Arabs of the province of Mazanderan, who in the winter repair to the towns and vil¬ 
lages, but live in tents in fummer, and tend their flocks on the mountains. 

As foon as our tents were pitchedfome very affable and obliging women repaired to them 
and prefented Madame Maani with milk and other things to eat, and after regaling them in 
turn, and keeping them to dine with us, Madame Maani was curious of feeing the ftruc- 
ture of their tents, and accompanied them back. I was alfo of the party, and at the 
bottom of the valley, near a rivulet, I difeovered a quantity of wormwood, and fevered 
other odoriferous plants unknown to me. On our entering one of the tents,- which 
although of coarfe quality, was abundantly ftored with all kinds of neceffaries and fur¬ 
niture, even to carpets, and which belonged to the per Ion who conducted us; thofe 
from all the other rents, particularly the women, flocked to fee us. We had no fboner- 
got within the tent than we were again prefled to eat, which to have refufed would have 
been uncivil. Among the articles prefented us by the women, and which pleafed me 
greatly, was fome milk cheefe of a particular kind that had been twice churned, and had 
been broken in pieces with a fpoon in a fweet liquor called dulhiab, very commonly ufed 
by the orientalifts in their ragouts; befides this,, efteeiued a great delicacy, we were 
ferved with various dilhes of meat, and inufeovado fugar as it came from the cane, in 
the company of nearly twenty matrons and maids, who hy their beauty as much as by 
their polite manners, converfation, and paftoral fife, reminded me of the Arcadian: 
fliepherdeffes as deferibed by the poets. Certainly, in grace and courtefy, they could 
n6t have excelled thefe of Mazanderan. 

Making them firft prefents of fcarfs, veils, and other trifles, we took our leave, and ! 
after loading the camels proceeded on our journey, travelling through all the night, and 
arrived an hour before day-rife at Firuz-cuh, four leagues from .the frontiers ofMazan— 
deran, where we refted for the fifth time. 

The King was not yet arrived at Firuz-cuh, nor was it known even when he would 
arrive; learning, however, that the hunt would take place in a valley between certain 
mountains, about two leagues diftant from Firuz-cuh, out of the high-road, I went 
mid-way thither on Sunday the 20th of May, where, in a plain of great convenience, on 
account of the plenty of water and forage, I encamped on the banks of a river, near a- 
finall hamletof three or four houfes, called Nemevan, and. as, in all likelihood, Ifhould have 

to 
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to remain there fome days, for the firft time I pitched the whole of my tents, form¬ 
ing a court, a parlour, a bed-chamber, and anti-chamber, a gallery, and other necef- 
fary places. 

On the 22d I refolved on taking a view of the fpot where the hunt was to take place, 
and the fame time pay a vifit to Effendiar Bey, who had arrived to make preparations 
as well as Muhammed Saleh Bey. The way from my tent to the fpot was by a very 
narrow paffage in a mountain, through which a large rivulet flowed amid the protuberant 
and rugged rocks with great impetuofity, making a great noife in its fall. This is the 
fame rivulet which flowed by our abode, and in paffing through the mountain we were 
obliged to march in its bed for the length of a mulket lhot. The pafTage, however 
difficult it appeared, was eafy, fo much fc as to be practicable for people on foot; when, 
however, the waters are fwollen not even horfes can pafs it. Beyond this deft' 
we came to a moll beautiful valley, about two miles in circumference, intirely enclofed 
by mountains. 

The King, intending this fpot for the fcene of the hunt, had difpatched feveral thou- 
fand men from the borders of Ma zander an to drive the various wild beafts in the 
valleys and mountains round about to this fpot. In a certain part.of the valley, grown 
over with trees, he had caufed a hedge to be made of branches as ftrong as a wall, all 
acrofs the valley, and as high as a man on horfeback, to prevent the animals efcaping 
from the fcene of battle, and in order to hinder their getting out by thefe acclivities of 
the mountains, large nets made of ftrong cord were extended round the whole, as high 
again as the hedge deferibed, fo that the moft nimble animals could not overleap 
them. The number of nets fent for this purpofe from Ferhabad loaded three 
hundred camels. 

It is ufual for the King to take his ftation in middle of the valley, and kill as much 
game as be pleafes, either with his fowling-piece or fword ; it is alfo cuftomary to take 
fome alive, to the ears of which little plates of gold are fattened, with the hunter’s name 
inferibed} and fome have been caught with thefe appendages, having the infeription of 
King Tahamafp, Ifmael Soft, and many other very ancient monarchs. 

And, in order that the ladies may fliarein the diverfion, a long gallery is built for 
them without the netting, clofed with Venetian blinds, whence’they fire at fuch of the 
animals as come within lhot, and ftiew great ikill with the gun. When, however, there 
are no men in the valley, fo many Cynthias, they defeend into the midft and kill them 
with arrows or the fword. 

Effendiar Bey, who had the direftion of all thefe matters, took pleafure in file wing 
and deferibing them to me. The gallery he had planned fo well that it took but two 
days in completing, notwithftanding which the workmanlhip of it was extremely nice. 
The King being now at hand with his haram, the Effendiar Bey, the brother of the vizier, 
and all the others who had come hither to hunt, and had, as well as thefe noblemen, 
fpread themfelves over the valley, retired to the extremity of the vale, clofe to the 
paffage through the rivulet, leaving the reft of the meadow clear, it being thought inde¬ 
corous to remain where the King’s wives may appear. 

And now, as opportunity occurs, I fhall deferibe the mode of travelling adopted for 
the haram. The King’s wives, that they may not be feen, always travel by night, and 
when they travel without the King it is always in a fort of panniers on camels, in one of 
which they ride themfelves on the camel’s fide, while on the other is a cheft which ferves 
as a counterpoife. Thefe panniers, however, are conftantly covered, and clofe like thofe 
of all other women j and when the panniers are faftened on, the muleteers after empty- 
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mg them leave every thing elfe to the eunuchs, who caufe the ladies to get in them at 
a diftance from the muleteers* 

This method is new, the muleteers formerly helping the ladies into the panniers* 
The caufe of the difcontinuance was owing to the following circumftance. The King 
travelling one flight on horfeback by himfelf with the army, incognito, as is ufual with 
him, perceived the loading of one of the camels had flipped down on one fide, where¬ 
upon calling the muleteer to fet it to rights, and he not appearing, the King to eafe the 
camel himfelf put his fhoulder to the pannier, but finding it rather heavier than it fhould 
be, and feeking the caufe, he difcovered the muleteer comfortably repofed in the lady’s 
arms, without any regard to the majefly of him he offended, or care for how the camel 
went The King, upon this, immediately ordered the heads of the lady and her gallant 
to be fevered, and fince then eunuchs have been fubftituted for muleteers, in helping 
the ladies into their panniers. When, however, the King travels with them they con- 
ftantly ride on horfeback, with their veils raifed. The King, who is then attended by 
eunuchs alone, rides in the midft, joking with them, and occafionally hunts* Whether,, 
however, they travel by themfelves or with the King, they are conftantly thus pre¬ 
ceded* 

Four eunuchs ride at leaft a league before them to clear the road and oblige all to 
retire, the pimifrment of death being awarded for merely looking on the King’s wives ; 
and if they fhould in the day-time have occafion to pafs through fome town or village, 
the inhabitants are ordered to quit it or Ihut themfelves up till they have paffed. After¬ 
wards follow a body of thefe, who clear the way, and drive, wound, or even kill fiich 
as remain ; then the haram, with the eunuchs, if by kfelf, in panniers on camels, or as 
before noticed, if accompanied by the King, on horfeback ; a troop of foldiers follow,, 
called Jafachi, or the King’s guards, wearing the tag and an arrow, the point fixed in 
the turban, and the feathers pointing upward. 

To return, however, to the hunt* H?s Majefly underftanding l wiihed to he prefent,. 
fhted he would acquaint me when it began ; bur, contrary to expectation, the quantity 
of game was fo trifling, not exceeding fifty pieces, that he did not think it worthy my 
attention; he, however, ordered an antelope to be brought me* Thus, I was neither 
a party at the hunt in Ghilan nor here ; in the one place owing to ignorance, where 
the fport was excellent, and in the other, with knowlege of it, for want of game* 

The fame evening we loaded our camels a little before night, and marched with the 
camp which followed the King, From Ferhabad the road runs conltantly fouth ; from 
Firuz-cuh to Cafvin it has a weflern direction. Firuz-cuh is a frontier town ; on one- 
fide of it lays Irak, on the other Mazanderan, and by the road we took to Cafvin, bor¬ 
dering Media, if I miflake not. This night we forded two rivers, the names of which 
I did not learn, one on this fide of the mountains, the other between them in a deep 
valley. We traverfed a fucceflion of very high mountains, very difficult to defcend on 
account of their fleepnefs, and the roads {booking, The whole of thefe mountains, 
which form the frontiers of Media, the country where grows the amomum, were 
covered with a certain plant then in bloom. Its fleui was loaded thick with flowers of 
a yellow colour, forming a pyramid, final! leaves, and in addition long filaments* 
When the plant feeds, which in fome fpecimens it did at this time, each Sower is fup- 
planted by an oval pod full of grain, which, as well as the Sower, Is of a yellow colour. 
The green leaf of the ftem refembfes that of the violet* 

After feven leagues march, palling over mountains in the way, we refled for the firffc 
time at the entrance of certain extenfive plains, bordered by mountains, by the fide of a 

clear 
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clear rivulet, in a meadow producing excellent grafs. The fecond night I left Madame 
Maant and the luggage behind, and haftened forward, defirous of joining the King, 
that l might not be chargeable with negligence. 

I travelled, therefore, with great expedition, pafling through feveral villages and 
towns, one of which, of fome fize, called Ghilas or Ghitar, where I refled for three 
hours, after having eroded a river which runs below the town over a bridge of done. 
■At dawn, I fet forward again, and journied on foot three or four hours, when I forded 
another river called Giageron, both deep and rapid; the bridge over which was in 
ruins* After riding thus ten or twelve leagues, a little part noon 1 arrived fomewhat 
fatigued at the city of Taheran, at a league from which, near a mofque, in high vene¬ 
ration among the Mahometans, the King was encamped with the greateft part of his 
troops, the remainder being behind with the baggage. 

Taheran is a large city, more fpacious than Caihan, but not well peopled, nor con¬ 
taining many houfes, the gardens being extremely large, and producing abundance of 
fruit of various deferiptions, of fuch excellent quality, that it is fought for by all th& 
circumjacent country. The Khan ordinarily refides here, on which account the other 
cities yield it the palm as capital of the province, which alfo is called by the name of 
4 he city Taheran, and extends along the road from Firuz-cuh, as far as the mountains 
we traverfed the firft night. All the ftreets in the town are watered by a number of 
confiderable ftreamlets, which ferpentining in the gardens, contribute not a little to 
their fertility* The ftreets moreover are fhaded by beautiful lofty plane-trees, called in 
Ferfia chinar ; fome of them are fo extremely thick, that it would take from two to 
three men to clafp them round. Excepting thefe,Taheran pofiefles nothing,not even a An¬ 
gle building, worthy of notice. The King fetring off on Thurfday, we followed his example* 

We travelled all the night, preceded by the King and his whole train of camels, and 
by day-break, after fix leagues, arrived at a confiderable town called Kiere, which 
likewife gives name to a river, over which is a handfome ftone bridge. Here I took up 
my abode for the day in a handfome new apartment, open on the Tides, built on the 
river by order of the King, a-little higher than the fin-face of the water, between two 
large arches. The water ftrcaining below over a rugged bed with fome violence, 
compofed me fo perfeftly to fleep with its noife, that the King, who was defirous of 
reaching Calvin, and refting himfelf an inftant a little behind us, had mounted anew, 
and rode over my head, attended by feveral cavaliers, without awakening me* 

The fucceeding night, inftead of taking the regular road, on which there is a number 
of towns and villages, to Ihorten the way, the army took acrofs an almoft: barren plain ; 
after travelling fix leagues over which, we refted on Saturday morning at a miferable 
village called Hauz-abad, whence on Saturday night we departed, and arrived oil Sun¬ 
day morning, the 10th of June, at Cafvin* 

The inhabitants of Cafvin are not friendly to the foldiery, and purpofely to prevent 
their felefting their houfes for their abode, build them with miferable entries, inconve¬ 
nient, and dark* We chofe one, however, and were about to take up our abode in it; 
but as we ftiould have to difiodge feveral women, as well as the men, who had no 
refuge, we chofe rather to leave it, and pitch our tents without the town, near a clear 
■running ft ream called Sheich Ahmed, from the father of my former mehimandar 
at Ferhabad, who, while governor of this part, had turned its courfe this way to fupply 
the city* 

Cafvin, called properly by the Italians Cafbiu, and in the epitome of Ferrari, Arfacia, 
is a large city, the capital of great pan of Media, and formerly was the feat of empire 

of 
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of the Perfians, till Shah Abbas took an averfion to it. It is not enclofed with walls, 
like other of the great cities of the empire, but is extremely populous, and a place of 
ereat trade, being a thoroughfare to fo many different provinces. The houfes are* not 
veil conffiru&ed, are very ugly within, and moftlyin a ftate of decay, the diflance and 
abfence of the court having taken fo many of its wealthy inhabitants away. The 
ftreets are not paved, but fmall, nafty, and fo full of light duff, that there is no walking 
in them without being blinded. Its bazars are very ill built, although in them every 
defeription of merchandize and provifions is on fale. In fhort, this city has nothing in 
it to fatisfy the expectations I had formed of a place, which, for fo long a time, had been 
a royal refidence. 

There is in the whole place but two things worthy of obfervation; one, the gate of 
the King, or the royal palace; the other, the grand meidan or lquare. 

The King’s gate is neither painted nor gilt, like that of Hifpahan ; it is, however, 
very large, and of more majeftic appearance. It is built in a fpacious but uneven, 
efplanade. The veftibulc is very handfome and lofty, beyond which is a large court, 
planted with very high and lofty palms, under the fhade of. which is a pleafant walk, 
where thofe refort who wifh to fpeak to or pay their court to the King. 

The grand meidan or fquare is at a fhort diflance from the palace, in a quarter of 
the town between that and the bazar. It is not indeed fo handfome nor fo large 
as that of Hifpahan, but falls little fhort of it. Like that it is three times as long as 
broad, for the purpofe of its being adapted the better to a game played here on 
horfeback, for which tw'o limits are conftructed at one end of the fquare, and as many 
on the oppofite. The porticoes round the fquare are ill built and old fafliioned j but 
in the middle, on both one and the other fide, two fmall palaces are raffed, adorned 
with balconies; one of them, intended for the ladies, with Venetian blinds, and both of 
them with handfome gardens attached to them. 

The King appears almoft every evening on the meidan, where in confequence the 
nobility refort to make their bows and pay their court, being more fecure of meeting 
with His Maje/ly here than at his lever. On his firft appearance, thofe he paffes 
incline the head without bending the body, which reverence it is unneceffary to repeat, 
the Shah being carelefs of homage. All the time of the King remaining, pages attend 
to ferve the King’s guefts and certain of the chief officers with wine, muficians playing 
the whiie on feveral kinds of martial inflmments, after the Turkifh, the Perfian, and 
Ufbeck fafhions j the Turkifh and Ufbeck bands being merely ufed as trophies of the 
victories in which he captured them. 

The game of pell-mell played on horfeback, is fomewhaf like football with us. 
Two parties are formed of equal number, never exceeding five or fix, who, with a 
light flick, unarmed with iron or lead, ftrike the ball forward, which is repelled, the 
party winning which firft ftrikes it to the oppofite limits. This is an exercife which 
requires great dexterity, as well in the horfe as the rider, and is a favourite diverfion, 
of which even the ladies condefcend to be fpeflators, but in fimple dreffes with their 
veils down. 

As before noticed, the courtiers on leaving His Majefly on the meidan make ufe of 
no ceremony, but go and come as they pleafe; nor when he departs is it requifite to 
accompany him to the palace. 1 

I am now going to fight the Turks, — believe me conflantly your friend, and re¬ 
member me in your prayers to the God of Battles, that we may be covered with 
fuccefs. , 'v J 
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LETTER V. 

Hifpahan , 22^ Aprils and 8 th May^ 1619. 

IT was the 1 ith June laR year* when we arrived at Calvin* On the next morning 
the King gave a public audience in the interior portal of his palace* at which I was pre¬ 
fect. The King perceiving me* as a mark of Courtefy fent his mehimandar to learn if 
any bufinefs or private matter brought me to the lever ; I anfwered him that my duty 
alone brought me thither to pay my refpe&s. Among many matters proinulged by 
the King* in a loud tone of voice* was his injunction to the public crier, that notice 
fhould immediately be given in every quarter of the city* that all foldiers fliould repair 
without delay to Sultania, about three days journey from Cafvin, on the road to Tebriz 
or Tauris, thence to proceed wherever the good of the Rate might require. 

This order was inRantly executed by means of notices Ruck up in every part of the 
city, as well as by a number of criers through all the flreets, and on the fame day, or 
nearly, by His MajeRy’s previous management, in almoffi every city of the kingdom, 
by which the people were 'fatisfied there would be a war that year, of which before they 
were dubious. The Corchi-bafhi, the King^s fon-indaw,, was likewife directed to repair, 
to Sultania, to attend to the diRribution of and providing for the troops as they fhould 
arrive. 

In the evening after the proclamation, in order to pleafe the people, the Shah treated 
them with another game, in ufe among them, for the mob on foot, A wolf was 
turned into the midR of the fquare, which the common people, holding their cloaks 
before them, by making a noife and worrying, irritate till he rufhes upon fome one or 
other; here, however, they allow the wolf no time to injure, but dragging him off 
induce to purfue fome other, who avoids him, or if caught, receives no hurt, from the 
number ready to affiR. In the game itfelf there is no amufement j the principal plea- 
fure arifes on being prefent at Rich an exhibition from the joyous exclamations, and the 
exultations of fo many hundred voices in concert* The games of pell-mell and the 
wolf, are the only public entertainments they have, and thefe are fo frequent, that they 
were given every night on which there was no audience, or which was not a day for 
receiving prefects* 

On the 1 ath June, I flept for the firft time in a houfe appointed me near the roval 
palace, as owing to the confufion confequent upon the army arriving, f, as well as 
others, had hitherto flept under my tents. The King, upon leaving the meidan, or¬ 
dered the ktzilbaflii to appear the next day with their tags, which they do not always 
wear, on account of their being heavier than the common turbans* Thofe only of his 
officers immediately in attendance on him wearing them conRantly. 

From this ordonnance we conjectured, that fomething of confequence was to happen 
on the fucceeding day in the fquare, whither we repaired earlier than ufual. The 
audience to be given to the Turkifh ambaflador was the occafion of the extraordinary 
affembly which followed.* This anibaffador was fent to treat of peace, not on the part of 
the Grand Signor, but of his Serdar, or Lieutenant-General Hali Bafha, who wintered 
in the city of Amid, the principal of the province of Diarbeckir, as they call it, but we 
Mefopotamia. 

This ambaffador had repaired to Cafvm feveral days before the arrival of the King, 
but had not yet had an audience, fo that he was admitted thereto on that day for the 
firR time. The King did not choofe to receive him in the palace, nor elfewhere with 
the ordinary pomp, but on horfeback in the fquarei either on account of the ill treatment 
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his ambaffador had met with from Sultan Ahmed, who reigned at the time of his being 
fent, and who would not fee him to the'day of his death, keeping him as a fort of pri- 
foner, and this notwithftanding the oppofite conduit of Muftafa, who fucceeded him, 
and admitted him to his prefence, behaving with great civility to him, and who being 
defirous of peace, had fent him to his ferdar at Amid y or becaufe the Shah wiftied to 
make a parade before the ambaflador, and was really intent on war. 

Whatever might be the caufe, the King arriving in the meidan, attended by a multi¬ 
tude ort horfeback, we all afiumed our proper flations, and the King, with two or three 
of his council* retired to the bottom of the fquare down one of its Odes, riding gently 
along, and eonverling as he rode. In the meantime, the mehimandar introduced the 
Turkifh ambaffador on horfeback, with fome of his people, at the oppofite extremity* 
He did not, however, conduct him immediately to the King, but to the middle of the 
fquare, near a butt, at which the people are wont to fhoot as a mark with arrows, and 
left him there in eonverfation, to wait for the Kingj this being the fpot he moll 
frequently repairs to, and on the fides the moil honourable about the court and his 
guefts are ftationed, and form a circle about the King as near him as poflible* The 
King, however, palled purpofely another way, feigning at firft not to notice the ambaf¬ 
fador; at length he rode towards him. The ambaffador then, after falutation, but 
without leaving his horfe, as fuch is not cuftomary, no one demounting except, which 
is very rare, when the Shah tenders his hand or foot to be kiffed, prefented a letter 
from the ferdar. The King., -however, who is a profound politician, aware of its 
contents, and that it proffered conditions of peace he Ihould be unwilling to accept, 
told the ambaffador, that “ He did not wifh to hear any thing more, nor to fee any 
further letters, but that all might be finally concluded in a few words, if the Turks 
were fatisfied with keeping what belonged to them, and ceafed to diipute the poffellion 
of what belonged to the Perfians. If fuch were the di/pofition . of the Porte, as was 
reafonabfe and juft it ftould be, he was willing to conclude a peace ; but if otherwife, 
further debate would be entirely ufelefs/ 1 

He added, I hat the 1 urks had had fufficient proofs of the value of the enmity of 
the Perilous to makepeace deferable, and incline them to liften to juft and reafonable 
terms j that none defired peace more than himfelf, but that if forced to war by their 
arrogance and iniquitable pretenfions, the blood of the myriads of innocent people which 
would in conference be fhed muft be upon their heads, and that in fuch cafe he 
would place bimfelf at the head of his troops* That the Turks might place their 
fruft in the abundance of their wealth and the number of their foIdlers, but that on his 
fide, he had for him, his God, Mahomet, and Ali the tripod/* He again repeated, 

“ That P ea « flight be concluded, the Turks keeping what they had, and the Perfians 
the fame/* 

i he ambaffador replied in fo low a tone of voice, that I could not diftingtiifh what 
he fald, other than that the Turks could not make peace on fuch terms* The King 
then replied, If reafonable terms are rejected, there is then no alternative but war. 
My kifilbafhi are not like your Turks, who wear large turbans and keep their hands 
in their fleeves for fear of the cold* No, they are prompt and aftive, they have nothing 
nut their horfe and a curved feymitar; are fitted for fatigue and impatient for war* 

. youwm have war, I will place my wild Chircana (a falcon, punning on the name of 
ms Lieutenant-General Carchio) at the head of my kifilbaflii, who fliall pounce upon 
you, and reduce you to nothing* Nor think/* added he, « that you will this year be 
more fortunate than the two iaft, under Serdar Mohammed Bey, when your troops 
galloped off ciying like women/* On finifhing which obfervation, he galloped off, 
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without affording any time to the ambaffador for reply. Thus ended a conference on 
which was to depend the death or life of fo many thoufands of innocent perfons. The 
behaviour of the Shah, however, who purpofely fpokc loud that all about in the 
fquare might hear him, was highly approved by the people and court, who teftified 
their fatisfa&ion in the manner ufual on fuch occalions, exclaiming Allah! Allah ! 

The next day we received intelligence of the arrival of the Spanifh ambaffador at a 
town about a league diftant from Cazvin, where he waited the King’s orders for his 
entry into Lhe city, in which a dwelling had been made ready for him. A number of 
the firft people of the court, attired in the moft fuperb dreffes, with magnificent trap¬ 
pings for their horfes, went out to meet him, and attended him to the gate of his houfe, 
where they took their leave; the Mehimandar alone, in virtue of his office, conducing 
him to his apartment, and myfelf as a Frank. 

On the fame day that the Spanifh ambaffador made his entry, theTurkilh ambaffa¬ 
dor had a feeret audience in the garden, at which none were prefent; and on Sunday, 
17th June, he gave a public audience to the Spanifh ambaffador, in a garden which has 
but one large walk in the midft, and is at a fmall diftance from the royal palace. 
This garden is called Gennet Bayhi, or the garden of paradifc. He purpofely 
received him here to accept his prefent at a time when a number of others were Co be 
made him; and for the greater parade, invited more than a hundred perfons of various 
nations, languages, and drefs. 

The prefent of the ambaffador, exclufive of three hundred camel loads of pepper, 
left at Hifpahan, was valued at one hundred thoufand crowns. It confifted of vafes 
of gold, filver, and cryftal, and precious ftones ; befides thefe, a box containing fixty 
golden chains, enriched with emeralds; faddles and horfe trappings, elegantly embroi¬ 
dered after the Spanifh fafhion; fowling-pieces, and other arms, emboffed with gold ; 
the fword worn by the King of Spain on the day of his marriage, covered with 
jewels, a number of files and other hard tools, feveral coats of mail, various portraits, 
(among others that of Anne of Auftria, prefented by the ambaffador himfelf and not 
the King,) certain lances from America, and a number of other articles, all together 
employing five hundred men in carrying them. 

Upon the King entering a little palace built in the middle of the garden, the ambaf¬ 
fador was introduced with his prefent, which preceded him, thofe who carried it 
making a tour in front of this palace, and marching round the guefts, who were feated 
about a canal adjoining, on rich carpets laid for the purpofe al frifco, on account of 
the number of the guefts being too great for the apartments of the palace j the procef- 
fion afterwards filed off. 

The order of precedence was as follow's: The King, the Spanifh ambafiador, the 
Turkifh ambaffador, and the interpreter of the Spaniard ftanding, being apart from the 
company, in a cafino open on all fides, and furrounded, except in front, where an aliey 
led up to it, by water conducted from the canal. 

The Englifh were feated in a corner on the fpot where the fupper was prepared 
about the canal, even the ambaffador had no other ftation, only the moft honourable 
pofition among his countrymen; immediately above thefe were the Spaniards, but 
feparated by a ftreamlet which ran between ; after and higher up than them the Turks 
fucceeded, beyond whom certain Curd and Arabian gentlemen then at court as the 
King’s guefts; above thefe the brother of the Prince of two countries called 
Chick-e-Macran, on the frontiers of Perfia, on the ocean, and making part of ancient 
Caramania. 


This 
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This Prince had conftantly been inimical to the Perfians, but having made himfelf 
mailer of a place of importance, he came to the court of Perfia, to offer to hold it in 
feof of the Shah, provided he would aflift him in maintaining poffelfion of it againft the 
Prince, his brother. 

This nobleman, brother to the Prince, was a beardlefs young man, very elegantly 
dreffed in his country fafliicn, in gold brocade, with a round turban, differing from 
that of the Perfians. ftriped of various colours, with a large fringe of gold taffjls and 
green filk floating on his flioulders, defignating his defeent from Mahomet. 

The Mehimandar, who regulated every thing, Rationed me immediately above this 
nobleman, confidering it unfit I fliould be with the other Europeans, whom I furpaffed 
in quality, fo that the vizier of Mazanderan alone, and fome of the principal perfons of 
the province invited by the King, were placed above me. 

The Ulbeck Tatars whom the King pardoned, that they might relate on their 
return to their countrymen fomewhat of the magnificence of the King, and the refpeffc 
{hewn him by foreign nations, were placed on one fide, and much above them the 
emiffaries from that nation at his court, whom he had not yet difpatched. 

The entertainment was nearly a counterpart of that at Efcref, of which I gave you a 
defeription, but lafted not fo long on account of the Spanifh ambaffador finding the 
mode of fitting unpleafant in his European drefs, and obtaining permiflion to retire 
early, in which he was imitated by the Turkifh ambaffador as well as ourfelves. 

In the evening of the zad June, the King, in the middle of the meidan, (hewed 
great civility to the Ufbeck emiffaries, and after reprefenting to them that their coun¬ 
try bring at war with him could only draw deftruction on the heads of the people ; 
that although by their predatory excurfions they might do injury to his fubjefts, they 
were conftantly cut to pieces in regular engagements j that it was their in ter eft as 
much as his wilh that they fliould become his friends, and rather join his kizilbafiii 
than oppofe him, notwith/fanding they were followers of Omar; that they might have 
feen what homage was fltewn him by fo many different Princes, and whatrelpeft from 
thofe powerful Kings who lived in friend lb ip with him, concluding with enjoining them 
to give a faithful relation of what they had witneffed at his court to their Khan, as well 
as of the kindnefs they had experienced, that it might occafion a good underftanding 
between them. 

All this, in,a folemn manner, the Ulbecks promifed to perform; and as they were 
much affe&ed by the various marks of kindnefs they had received, and the obliging 
manner in which he addrefied them, they twice difmounted to kifs His Majefty’s feet", 
and proftrate themfelves before him. 

On the 25th July, the King fet off early in the morning for Sultania, each of us fol¬ 
lowing at our leifure. I travelled that night three leagues over a flat country, in very 
cold and windy weather, till I reached a village called Ghiveran, where I refted the 
whole of the next day. Well mounted I travelled nine leagues the next day, arriving 
at a city called Abher, from the quantity of water with which it abounds, and which” 
divided into numerous ftreamlets, runs through almoft all its Greets. The city is fmall, 
and beautifully verdant from the number of gardens it comprifes full of fruit-trees and 
poplars. 

On Friday night and Saturday morning we travelled eight leagues, arriving at noon 
at Sultania,. where we found the King in his tents in the country, encamped in the 
midide of his troops, and though I travelled fafter than my train, by its taking a nearer 
road 1 paffed^it juft on my entrance into Sultania, and after ordering my tent to be 
pitched, I refreihed myfelf under the fliade of a mofqtie, with bread, raifins, and fome 
6 of 
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of the raoft delicious water I had ever tailed * which the Mahometans are weak enough 
to imagine comes under ground from Mecca. 

Sultania was formerly a very fpacious city, at prefent it is a heap of ruins. It 
undoubtedly received its name from, the quality of the individual by whom it was eon- 
ftrufled. Sultan fignifies in Arabic, power, or a potentate, and prefumpdvely fuch 
mull have been the title of the founder of the place, as afferted by the Perfians in 
oppofition to the Armenians and other Chriflians, who maintain it to have been built 
by Chriflians. According to the Perfians, a Sultan of Tatar race of the Ufbeclc 
nation, called Muhammed Choda-bende, built the city, and the handfome mofque it 
contains, changing its neighbourhood from a wildernefs, by cutting canals and water¬ 
ing it, to the paradife it is at prefent, and peopling it by forcible meafures, fuch as have 
lately been praffifed by Shah Abbas for populating Mazanderan. As, however, con- 
ftraint, though it fecure comfort or even enjoyment, is irkfome, no fooner was 
Choda-bende dead, than the inhabitants immediately forfook the place. The 
emigration was fo confiderable, that in one night no lefs than feven thoufand camels 
left the place with panniers, in each of which was a woman, thus carrying off fourteen 
thoufand. 

We Europeans are upon an excellent footing with Imamculi Khan, whom I vifited 
in company with the farther Vicar, who had arrived at Sultania, to prefent the Shah 
with a tranflation of the Pfalms of David into Perlian. On this occafion, the Khan 
fhevved us great kindnefs, treating us with excellent fweetmeats and other articles 
remaining from an entertainment he had given the King the day before, and moreover 
fent two large bafons full to my houfe, a very common cuftom in Perfia. The fame 
day I both paid and received a vifit from the. Mehiraandar, who informed me that the 
army would fhortly move to Tebriz, under the conduft of his brother Daud Khan; 
that the King only repaired to Ardebil, on account of intelligence he had received that 
the enemy meant to attack him in two different quarters; the Turks, with the Serdar 
at their head, by the way of Tebriz ; and Teimuraz Khan, at the head of the Tatars 
and other auxiliary troops, by the way of Georgia. Ardebil, as being midway between 
thefe two parts, was chofea by the King for his head-quarters, the communication 
thence being eafy with each place, and an opportunity at the fame time being afforded 
him of preferving the fepulchre of his forefathers, which is in this place. 

The whole of what was told me by the Mehimandar was verified by the event, the 
-army moving that very night for Tebriz. We, the King’s guelts, however, remained 
with the King, and the final! army about his perfon. 1 was pleafed on the one hand 
with having an opportunity of vifiting Ardebil, w hich is a city of note, yet vexed at 
not feeing Tebriz, a much more famous city, and for the poffeffion of which we were 
to come to blows. It would alfo have been far more grateful to me to have been 
oppofed to the Turks, who are Mahometans and my averfion, than the Tatars, who 
are fome of them Chriflians, and headed by Teimuraz, a Prince for whom, without even 
having feen him, I have a fecret affeftion. 

Upon further intelligence received by the Shah, the army halted, and a grand enter¬ 
tainment was refolved upon, which rook place, and at which feveral of the gueffs were 
fo far overcome with wine as to be carried away, and I myfelf was fo much furprifed, 
that when about to depart, I could not put on my flippers at the Heps of the Divan 
Kane. I recovered, however, amazingly, and rode home fomewhat more full of talk 
and merrier than ufual. 

On Wednefday, however, the iff of Auguff, in confequence of advices received by 
the King, orders were iffued under heavy penalty, for all belonging to the army to 
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march to Tebriz, which accordingly was done ; none remaining about the King but 
his guefts, certain of his nobility, officers of State whofe prefence was neceffary, and 
pai t of the divifion of Imamculi Khan, that His Majefty might yet have fufficient about 
him to imprefs an awe on the enemy. 

It may not be amifs here to give an account of the manner of formation of the army, 
and the order of the foldiery in Perfia. 

There are four divifions or orders of foldiery in Perfia, the fuzileers, the King’s 
flaves, the kizilbaflii, and the corchi. 

The firft, yet laft in point of rank, the fuzileers, is a modern in (li tut ion, at the 
recommendation of Sir Anthony Shirley, an Engliffiman. This order is compofed of 
the native inhabitants of the country, and is fimilar to a militia. In Perfia, however, 
the individuals of this order receive pay quarterly from the King, and are bound to 
appear at his fummons. The gentry, thofe I mean who are called kizilbaflii, do not 
enrol themfelves in this order, but only thofe called reaiet, that is to fay, vaffals or tat, 
compofed of the refufe of the nation. In the beginning, thefe fuzileers fought on foot, 
however now they are mounted, and fight on horfeback, with guns fomewhat finaller 
than our mulkets, with matchlocks, which have a fork fattened by a cord to the flock, 
by which, when they difinount, they have a reft for taking aim by. This defcription 
of foldiery is in high efteem with the King, and is a very ufeful body. 

Of this body of men, the total collected by the Shah from the various provinces of 
his empire, amounts to 20,000, who, as tat, do not wear the tag, but merely a plain 
■turban. 

The fecond order of foldiery, confidered more noble than the preceding, is that of 
the King’s flaves, or vaffals, all of whom were originally Chriftians, either bought or 
fumilhed by various nations ; fuch as the Circaffians, Georgians, Armenians, and the 
like. At prefent, however, they are moftly Georgfans.antl muffuhnen, either from 
their having been brought up in that faith, or their having apoftatized. Thefe, like 
the former, fight on horfeback, and make ufe of different arms, fuch as pikes, arrows, 
guns of the defcription before noticed, iron loaded flicks, fcymitars, and daggers. 
There are none but carry a kind of light hatchet, the iron of which is rounded at one 
end, and on the other a little curved and pointed. The bow and arrow, confidered by 
the King as ufelefs, are by degrees laid afide, and replaced by fire-arms, as well among 
thefe as the reft of the foldiery. The King’s flaves are allowed on certain occafions 
to wear the tag. They have one particular general and feveral captains. 

The number of thefe flaves in the immediate fervice of the King, enrolled as fol- 
diers, exdufive of thofe dependant on the various khans and governors, is 15,000. 

This eftablifhment, as well as the preceding, is of modern date, and owes its origin 
to the reigning Sovereign. 

The third defcription, more noble than the latter, is the kizilbaflii, which is com- 
pofed of thirty-two tribes, fixteen of which are called of the right hand, and the fame 
number of the left, from their taking thefe feveral fides of the King : of the privileges 
and quality of thefe, I have before given you an account* They are free, independant, 
and ferve as long as they are paid, being at liberty to change their matters when they 
pleafe, from one khan to another, or to tile King, and from the King to a khan, as 
feems bed to them. Not all the kizilbaflii are foldiers, but as almoft all the lands are 
in the hands of the Shah, or his governors or khans, for fubfiftence they are obliged 
either to make choice of the profeffi on of arms, or exercife forae kind of trade, 
handicraft, or hulbandry $ in confequence, the number of thofe not foldiers is very 
inconfiderable. 

Moreover. 
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Moreover, their different tribes are not equal in point of number, fome con fitting 
of from ten to twelve thoufand men, and fome of not more than five hundred. Of 
fome of them all are foldiers, of others but few. 

This body has always had great preponderance; the various kings appointing their 
kings and governors from among their tribes ; as owing to their exertions the prefent 
dynafty was feated on the throne. Shah Abbas, however, fecretly detefts them, and 
endeavours by all means to undermine and leffen their influence, frequently puaiflung 
their chiefs, and keeping them rather in fear of him than feeking their affe&ions. 

Of thefe, there are in Perfia at lead feventy thoufand, of which fifty thoufand are in 
the King’s pay, or that of his khans. 

The fourth order of foldiery, and the moft noble, is that of the corcIii, or the King’s 
guards, chofen from among the kizilbafiii, and entirely and immediately in the pay of 
the Shah himfelf. Thefe l'eldom go without the tag, being ahnoft conftantly about 
the royal perfon. 

The number of thefe is about 12.000 ; their arms the fame as the other kizilbafhi, 
and like all the other foldiers compofiiig the army of Perfia, thefe are cavalry. 

The whole of the main force of Perfia confifts, therefore, collectively, of 97,000 
>. cavalry. This number is, however, fubjeCt to great variation, it being fometirties more 
and fometimes lefs. 

Whenever the army marches, the greateft filence and regularity takes place, neither 
trumpets found or drums beat ; and as all the officers and principal p.-rfons take their 
fervants and family with them, the number of the army is fwollen prodigioufly ; yet, 
notwithstanding the immenfe numbers, the greateft abundance conllantlv‘reigns in the 
camp during its march, fo much fo as to make it a faying in the country, £< That the army 
of the King is one of the fineft and bell provided cities in Perfia.” Unlike in many coun¬ 
tries of Europe, its march is a bleffing inftead of acurfe for the countries through which 
it lays; andfo far from fliutting up their houfes and flying from it as apeftilence, the 
people from great diftances from its line of march, haften to bring it every kind of 
neceffary, and even delicacies of all forts. Difcipline is fo regularly preferred, that 
every thing is paid for, and exceffes are unknown. The feverity of Abbas, fo’r any 
encroachments on the property of his fubjeas, I have had occafion to notice. When 
encamped near Ghivi, fome people had eroded their tents, rather inconfiderately, in 
the meadows, where they fullered their camels to graze at the expence of the proprie¬ 
tors, for the fake of faving a few pence. The inhabitants, in coufequence, complained 
to the King, who ordered certain of his officers to go with them to the fpot, where 
they cut the tents in pieces, not fparing even that of the King’s muficians, removing 
the cattle, and taking the owners to prifon. T. he vizier or lieutenant of a khan, having 
been more guilty than the reft, and having had the audacity to rake fome of the fruit 
from one of their gardens without paying for it, notwithftanding his rank, washed hand 
and foot, carried to prifon, and when taken thence, with an arrow thruft through his 
nofe, he was led round, and expofed to the view of the whole army. 

To return, however, to the‘route. The army filed off towards Tebriz, while we 
remained with the King in Sultania, where, on the 3d of Auguft, we received intelli¬ 
gence that Teimuraz Khan had not feparated from the ferdar; a number of other 
vague accounts were brought. At length, On the 5th of Auguft, the tents were ftruck 
and our march began for Ardebil, 

The province of Irak terminates at Sultania or its neighbourhood, where begins that 
of Adherbeigian, which comprizes a great part of Media, b 
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Our army began its march at day-break, and after two leagues arrived at a city 
called Zengan, but fpelt Zengian, fignifying moans and tears. It a (fumed this name 
after having been taken and lacked by feme Tatar Prince, who immolated all its inhabi¬ 
tants in a moft brutal manner. It is now but a final 1 city, without walls, fituated on 
the (lope of a hill, and apparently was once a place of greater confi deration. 

The army did not ftop here, nor myfelf, fave to refrefh, the baggage being fent on. 
From this place, the King took a witch, having much faith in divination and incan¬ 
tations, or at lead pretending to have, in order to enchant the foldiers of the enemy. 

On leaving this town, we diftinguiffied two roads, one towards the wed, leading to 
Tebriz, the other rather eaflward, running to Ardebil, which latter we followed. 
After marching about three leagues, we pitched our tents and halted for the night on 
the banks of a imall dream called Sarmufak-chM, or garlick river. 

On the 6th of Auguft, after four leagues of way, we halted early near a river which 
ran by the road} but as in one fpot its water was infufficient to quench the third of fo 
great a number, our tents were pitched fo far afunder, that the foremoft was a half 
day’s journey from the lad. 

The heat being great this day, our plan of march was changed, and begun at three 
hours after funfet. On Wednefday morning we dill continued our march, eroding 
federal (mail hills and beautiful valleys cloathed in green, although entirely bare of 
trees, as is the cafe with alinod the whole of Media, which, in the part we traverfed, is 
mountainous, lofty, and cool. The mountains, neverthelefs, are very pleafant, their tops 
being almod level. A little before noon, after travelling fix leagues from the place 
where we encamped the night before, we dopped to red ourfelves at a village called 
Jenghige, or New. We found ourfelves, however, much- embarraffed for want of fuf- 
ficient water. 

Here our day was (hort, for night coming on, wc continued our way, and after 
marching two leagues came to a very deep valley, which we had to defeend from the 
mountains by fuch a narrow and winding path, and fo deep at the fame time, that with 
difficulty we could even lead our horfes down one after the other. After which, on the 
oppofite fide'of the valley, asunpleafant an afeent offered itfelf, but of nearly double 
elevation. You may readily picture hence, that with this going down and going up, toge¬ 
ther with the crowd, at a narrow bridge in the middle of the valley, over an unfordabie 
river, the confufion of the paffage mud have been great, and the accidents numerous. 

For my part, after paffmg the bridge at the bottom of the valley, having, in company 
with a few others, by galloping on before, got confiderably the dart of the main army, 
we reded for the night in a little fpot out of the high road, furrounded by cedars of 
Lebanon, but very fmall, with which allthefe mountains are covered. 

On Thurfday, in the morning, I was joined by Madame Maani on horfeback, and 
with much difficulty afeended the oppofite bank. From the fummit of tile mountain 
we defeended to that we attained, notwithdanding the vale was extremely narrow, was 
at lead two leagues. Its acclivity paffed, we.travelled on to a village a league beyond 
of no confideration. Here we remained all the day. The army, however, did not red 
here, but proceeded a league farther, to a flat country, where was plenty of water, and 
was wifely followed by my baggage: respecting the latter, I was under alarm, it, how¬ 
ever, joined me by night; and haftening on, I reached the fpot where the army had en¬ 
camped about two hours after funrife. It had jufl departed, but my camels with the litter 
being greatly c-xhauded, 1 was Tefalved on waiting at a village in the neighbourhood 
calkd Cabagh, requeuing the vicar, if he overtook my muleteer, to fend him back. 
vol. ix. H Cabagh, 
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Cabagh, where I refted for fome time, is fix or feven leagues from Jenghige; hence 
on Friday morning, the vicar having met with my people about a league and a half 
from where I was and fent them back, I repaired to that fpot, where ia a pleafant 
valley they had pitched my tents, on the margin of a fipall river, which ferpenrined 
through the meadows belonging to a neighbouring village called Ghivi. 

Here a part of the army was encamped under tents at fome diftance from each other,, 
but the King with the remainder, forming his ordu, were in a ftrong place in the 
mountain called Kalkal; where he not only intended to pafs fome time in hunting, 
but alfo propofed to leave his tents, baggage, and every thing cumberfome during his 
ftay at Ardebil. In this he was alfo copied by thofewho attended him. My wife, how¬ 
ever, Madame Maani, und-rftanding that the King’s ladies repaired to Ardebil, refolved 
on accompanying me thither. After marching all night,, therefore, for about five 
leagues, on Sunday morning, tw.o or three hours after funrife, we refted near a mill on 
a finall eminence, ornamented by a number of trees, grouped in. the moft beautiful 
manner imaginable, and a running ftream which fell below a- finall village in the 
road, called Tag!buyuc, or great crown. This village belongs to the great moi'que at 
Ardebil, as well as feveral other neighbouring villages. We remained here the whole 
of Sunday, and great part of the next night. Soon, however, as the moon rofe we 
continued our march, and finilhed the four remaining leagues which parted us from 
the city of Ardebil; as, however, the houfe affigned us by the mehimandar, who 
arrived before us, was not yet thoroughly in order, we pitched our tents in the fields 
at fome diftance from the city, and. entered our dwelling the fucceeding day. 

The houfe appointed for us was very handfome and fpacious, fituated in the middle 
of a large garden, watered by a confiderable ftream running through the midft much, 
larger and deeper than the Marano at Rome. This houfe belongs to a .female rela¬ 
tive of the King and the Corchi Baflii, called Becfi Kanum ; but from her hulband 
having fled the kingdom on account of having incurred the difpleafiire of His Majefty, 
although the houfe be not utterly confifcated, the proprietors are no longer allowed to 
dwell in it, it being appropriated to the reception of the King’s guefts who arrive at 
Ardibil. As fuch it was allotted to us, as it had previoully been fome time before to 
the Tatars of the country of Lefghi and Nocai, two hundred in number, accompanied 
as' far as this place by the mehimandar on their way home. 

The people left in care of the houfe, and who ferve as domeftics to thofe who inhabit 
it, related ftrange things of its former tenants, and their brutal and grofs manner of 
living. Among other things, they informed us, that they ate their meat almolt raw, 
without bread ; ufed no napkins, and every where left heaps of filth, which was never* 
fwept away. The Perfians who had been witnefles to their filthinefs, and who are 
themfelves a very delicate people, when they faw the cleanlinefs in ufe with us, and the 
nice manner of our eating with forks and fpoons, could but make remarks highly? 
favourable to our cuftoms. 

On the. fame day the mehimandar paid us a vifit, which we returned on the fucceed¬ 
ing. We learned from him, that the news we had before heard of the devaftations 
committed by the Tatars in the open towns and villages of Armenia, into which they 
had made an irruption, was true; and that the Serdarof the Turks had apologized 
for it to Carchica Bey, difowning any knowlege of thefe diforders; and intreating 
that it might not be the caufe of more continued war, as he wilhed to come to an 
accommodation, and was fedulgufty employed on planning terms for a fubftantial 
peace, 
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All this, however, obferved the mehimandar, is farcical and deceptive 5 but the King 
is not to be fo eafily duped : he has had certain intelligence of the Serdar being ordered 
to proceed dire&ly to Ardebil, todeftroy the fepulchre of Shah Soft in that place, (whom 
the Turks look upon as a fchifmatic,) as well as the city itfeli; then, wintering in 
Georgia, where provifions abound, to make himfelf matter of lefiis, reckoned eafily 
practicable through the fuccour he is to receive from 1 eimuraz Khan; and the follow¬ 
ing fummer to follow up his fuccefs into the heart of Perfia, and drive to lid the 

Turks of fo vexatious a competitor as the Shah. .... . . 

This news, which was pnbliflied in Ardebil, had greatly intimidated the inhabitants. 
The King himfelf gave credit to it, and in confequeuce had proceeded hither with part 
of the army, in order to protect the country, while the main body was Rationed to 
defend the road leading from Tebriz to Calvin, and thence to the center of Perfia. 
As, however, Ardebil is not a fortified city of any ftrength, the King did not mean to 
Hand a fiege, nor hazard in this quarter any decifive battle againfl: forces much fuperior 
to his own j but rather to remove the bones of his ancedors to a more diftaiit and 
fecure afylum, in cafe of extremity. The King, however, fent hence a quantity of filk 
and other valuables which belonged to him towards Cafvin ; of which the inhabitants 
being apprized, themfelves began to remove their various effe&s to places of greater 
fafety. The men and women of Ardebil, accompanied by the mod powerful fatraps of 
their fe£t, alfo retired from the city, on the 13th of Auguit by day-break, to a place at 
a diftance from the city, where on the day on which the lets Beiram is kept they are 
wont to facrifice the camel; a ceremony of which I before have given you a defeription 
In a letter from Hifpahan. Yon will here pleafe to remark, that every city has a place 
appointed for this ceremony, called in Arabic, Mujfal, which fignifies a place of prayer. 
Hither it was that the whole of the city repaired to pray for the King, and on account 
of the war. I likewife went to the place after dinner, and as I rode along had an oppor¬ 
tunity of feeing the whole of the city ; of which, previous to any thing elfe, I fhall render 
yon an account. 

The country in which Ardebil isfituated being in the north of Perfia, and, moreover, 
like the whole of Media full of mountains, the cold here is intenfe. The city is in a 
large plain, furrounded by mountains. That mod immediately contiguous to it is 
extremely lofty, and one of the mod remarkable in Media. It is faid to be extremely 
fertile, and well peopled, and is called Lepalan, or Sepalan, oftentimes pronounced 
Sevalan j the Perfians frequently confounding not only the B with the V, after the 
manner of the Spaniards, but the P alfo. Hence, when they write correflly Cafvin, it 
is founded Cafbin; arid the fame Tebriz or Tabriz, we pronounce Tavris; and 
Ardebil by many geographers is given Ardebil. 

This mountain prefumprively is the Zagro mentioned by Ptolemy and Pliny, or rather 
a branch of it laying north-eaft of rite city. In the month of Auguft even it was 
covered with fnow. 

Ardebil is-a city of middling fize, not being either fo large or fo fmall as many in 
Perfia. Its dreets are irregular, of no length in general j crooked, dirty, and uneven. 
Its buildings indifferent. It is, however, well peopled, and abounds in merchandize of 
every defeription y its trade being very' confiderable on account of its favourable fitua- 
tion on the frontiers, and its contiguity to Armenia, Curdiftan, Georgia, Albania, and 
Ghilan, and its vicinity to a river which falls into the Cafpian Sea, by which great 
quantities of goods are tranfported to various countries. 

No wine is made in the territory dependant on Ardebil, as well from the coldnefs 
of-the climate being unfavourable to the vine, as the unwillingnefs of the defeendants 
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of the Sheich, to whom it belongs, to commit fo great a fin as to encourage the growtfe 
of it oft fuch facred ground. On this account, wine is fo fcarce in the city, none being' 
drunk but by a few in fecret, that we were many days without tafting a fingle drop 

A number of rivulets, proceeding from a fmall river which falls from the mountains*, 
flow through almoft all the ftreets ofArdebil; and in this particular the city much 
refembles Venice. Thefe rivulets abound in fifh, much fuperior in quality to any I ever 
tailed in Perfta, or even lince I left Egypt. Their trout in particular are excellent. 

In fummer time thefe rivulets are eafily forded, but on account of their being much 
fwollen in winter, a number of brick bridges are built in different parts of the city ; and 
on the margin of thefe flreams ofl each fide rows of trees are planted, which half cover 
the ftreets with their verdure and fliade. _ 

The grand fquare, as they are generally formed, is longer than it is broad; the build¬ 
ings which inclofe it are very paltry. Ardebil was formely the refidence of a Khan, 
and the capital of the province. Since the Shah, however, put ZulfcarKhan to death,, 
the laft of" the Schichabend who governed there, he has not fuffered any one veiled 
with fo high a dignity to make it his refidence; it is, therefore, governed at prefent by 
officers of inferior rank, more immediately dependant on the King- The houfe 
formerly inhabited by Zulfcar Khan is now the Royal Palace, and the molt extenfive 
dwelling in the place. Compared with the other buildings of the city it may pafs for 
handfome, as well as the fquare in front of it, its public gardens, thofe retired, and its 
other appendages. 

Except this palace, there is nothing remarkable in Ardebil but the mofque of Shah 
Soft, in which he is interred, as well as the fucceflive Kings of his race, and their near 
relations, the anceftors of the reigning Prince. The firft and chief portal of this mofque 
is fi tuated in a very narrow ftreet, unwatered by either of the rivulets deferibed, at 
fome diftance from the great fquare. A number of iron chains from right to left, and 
from thefe reaching to the ground, crofs this gate and inclofe a certain fpace. Any 
criminal who flies hither and keeps within thefe chains, or even touches them, is free 
from purfuit of the law or even the King’s ordonnance; whence this fanttuary is reforted 
to by numbers, who live here in perfect fecurity. 

Within this firft gate is a large court, round which is an infinity of fliops full of all 
kinds of wares and edibles, and as there are a number of refugees who dare not go out 
of the mofque, and as this place is reforted to by a number of pilgrims from all parts 
of Perfia, the ftiop-keepers have plenty of euftom. After traverfing this large court, 
you advance to a fecond portal, crofted with chains in like manner as the former, over 
which feveral apartments and balconies are built, part of which are deftined for the 
refugees, and others for officers belonging to the mofque. Within the fecond gate is 
another court longer than wide, of no very pleafing form, and which when I noticed 
it was being paved by order of the King. On the fide of this court a canal is conftrutt¬ 
ing for bathing in and other purpofes. 

At the end of this fecond court, on the left towards another fmall gate, is a place 
oppofite to the kitchen, where provifions are daily diftributed in charity to the poor. 
The food thus given is piliio, very nicely cookedj and the number of poor who partake 
of it, and others who receive it out of motives of religion, is fo numerous as to keep- 
thirty-five large boilers continually employed. At firft, it was cuftomary to make thefe 
diftributions only in the morning, but Shah Abbas founded a fund for giving the lame in 
the evening as well. This inftitution will of itfelf be fufticient to immortalize the name 
of the King j for, as ever will be the cafe where there are fimjlar foundations, a number 
of worthlefs people (among the Sofi and others) refort hither, choofing rather to fub- 
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fin- In lazinefs and beo-gine for moans to clothe them, than fupport therafelves by 
labour- and thefe, occafionally difperfed over the whole kingdom, will not fail to 
extol the benefaaor who enables them to live the beft part of the year in a ftate of ea e 

^Beyond this place where the pilao is attributed there is at firft a fmall corridor with 
two gates one at the beginning, the other at the end. 1 hey are not very large, it ' 
true § but entirely covered in a coarfe manner with plates of diver. _ Between thefe two 
gates of the corridor is the mofque, in which prayers are livid, and into which i you enter 
by one of the fides of its length. This mofque is of a reafonably large fixe, entn ely 
open at the top, except at the two extremities, that is to fay, the entrance and its oppofite 
fide, at which are two tribunes with vaulted roofs. This manner of building mofques 
is in Perfia very common. Thucydides relates, that even among the Greeks it was ufual 

to conftru£t temples without roofs. . , * 

After crofting this open mofque, you proceed dired to the gate of another, ^vhich is 
fmall and roofed, under the dome of which, covered without wuh varniflied nles, and 
iheeted, as reported by thofe who have leen it, within with fiiver, Shan Sofi is interred 
in a large railed tomb, covered with rich filk, in a place railed m by ltfelf ; and a little 
beyond are buried the remainder of the predeceffors and relatives of Shah Abbas, the 
descendants of Sofi. The tombs of thefe are made m the fliape of large coffins, and 

are covered with filk and gold- . . , « 

I was unwilling to enter this mofque on account of certain adorations and genuflec¬ 
tions requifite, which I deemed improper for a Chrttian; Madame Maam, however, 
entered it one day with- her veil down as cuttomary. She informed me, that tne 
covered mofque is divided into three cells one beyond the other; the two firit contain 
nothing but a vaft number of fiiver lamps fufpended, with a number or oltnch eggs, 
according to the cuftoni of the Mahometans ; handfome carpets on the floors, on which 
were large chandeliers with wax candles of an extraordinary length, which, however, 
are never lighted, but are only for fhewj and in thefe cells, the doors of which are 
’ covered with plates of fiiver, feveral mullahs are confiantly praying, relieved occalion- 
ally by otheis, from a fort of pulpit. 

After pafling through thefe two cells you enter the third, which is the place or tepul- 
ehre, beneath the dome* This likewife is full of lamps ; moreover, fufpended above 
the tomb of Shah Soft, hang eight large fiiver pomegranates as ornaments, and in from 
of the indofure of the tomb is a fmall w r indow through which a man cannot enter 
without looping. Through this window none- paffes but the King when he goes to 
fay his prayers and meditate on his paft life. The fmall windows, which are the mole 
valuable part of the mofque, are in frames of folid gold enriched with precious ftones. ^ 

Beyond this X faw nothing remarkable in Ardebil, except that the peafants of this 
part make ufe of neither horfes nor mules for carrying, but only bulls and cows, molt 
of which are black with fpots of various colours, and the breed fmaller than ours ; 
what is Angular, they have no pack-faddles, but inftead pads of coarfe fa eke loth quilted 
with cotton, which cover alrnofl the whole of their body. T his kind of houfing is very 
convenient, fo much lb, that it is frequently ufed by them when they ride, eipecially 
when they have long journies to make. 

The King, defirous of waiting lilL winter when the Turks would have confumed 
their provilions, enjoined Garchica Bey, the lieutenant-general w r ho had fent to entreat 
him, from his pofttion beyond Taurus, to be allowed to fall upon the lurks aflembled 
at three days’ journey diltant from hh army, by no means to fight them \ adding, that^ 
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if he did he fliould confider him as his enemy, and wifh the bread and fait he ate might 
be poifon to him. 

In view of inconveniencing the army of the Turks, therefore, he ordered the people 
in its neighbooufhood to quit their homes, and carry off all their effects, not leaving 
behind them any provisions whatfoever. By fimilar meafures he was fuccefsful in the 
famous victory he obtained fome years before over Bakia Chicalja, and rendered 
abortive at various periods the grand projects of his enemies ; copying the plans of 
the ancient'Medes, the Per flans and Parthians, in their various wars with the Wefiern 
nations. Thus we may fay, that names and feafons change, but cuftoms remain 
the fame, * 

The elevation of Muftafa to empire, to the prejudice of the children of Ahmed, which 
might occafion diffurbances in Turkey, as well as the apprehenfion of a war between 
the Porte and the Chriftians, induced Sultan Muftafa to wflth for peace with Perfia * he, 
therefore, after loading with kindnefs Cafum Bey, furnamed Bouroun Cafum, 1 or Cafuni 
with a nofe, fent him to the Serdar Halil Baeha, generatifiimo of the lurks, then in Afia, 
to treat of peace ; who, in confequence difpatched him for the purpofe to Ardebil, 
with an ambaffador of greater rank than that which had been before at Cafvin, who 
arrived in that city on the 30th of Auguft ; Bouroun Cafum reaching it on the 22d, 

On the 25th, however, the King, learning that the Turkifli army, reputedly three 
hundred thoufand ilrong, was but four fhorr days’ journies from Tebriz, on its way to 
Ardebil, repaired to the mofqiie of Shah Sofi, where, bathed in tears, he remained a 
long time melancholy and in earnefl prayer* 

On the 28 th he received intelligence from Carchica Bey, that he had completely 
inundated the territory of Tebriz by emptying the bed of a river, fo that cavalry could not 
advance; and that the Turkifli army w^as hemmed in in fuch manner that not a man could 
return to inform his countrymen of their fate. He informed him, like wife, that a dy- 
fentery prevailed among them, and that they were In the ufmoft diftreis for provifions. 

The King ordered Carchica Bey to fuffer the Turks to advance into the country, and 
for that purpofe to draw off part of his army, fo as that he might keep with the one 
where he was, and allow the other to fly before the enemy, in order by a circuitous route 
to get in their rear ; the latter being placed under the command of an excellent general 
called imir Gunch, Khan of Erouan, who, after leaving in his capital a ftrong garrifon, 
had joined Carchica Bey with the refid ue of his forces. By this means he propofed, 
when the Turks fliould be reduced to extremities by famine and the cold of winter, to 
attack their army in three direfiions at once, with the bodies under command of the 
King, Carchica, and Iniir Gunch. 

On the 30th of Auguff I repaired as ufual to the palace, when I learnt from the 
mehimandar, that the King had ordered the evacuation of Tebriz, and that the people 
fliould repair with their property to places of fafety. 

On the 31ft the King gave audience to the Turkifli ambaffador. He was received 
without any ceremony, or entertainment, as is ufual on fuch occafions, conferring with 
him in fecret, and not even defiring hitn to be feated. All that was overheard at the 
conference was, the King informing the Turk, that he would grant peace to his 
mailer when he fhould have taken Bagdad and Aleppo; a rhodomontade after the 
French ftyle. 

The conduft of the King towards the ambaffador was a retaliation for the outrage 
committed by Ahmed on the perfon of his reprefen tatiVe Bouroun Cafum. The con- 
. ditions of peace propofed by the Turk, as fuch matters immediately traufpire at the 
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court of Perfia, were that the tribute of filk fhould be fent which was wont; or, in lieu 
of the three hundred camel loads of that article, certain fcarlet cloth for trappings for 
cavalry of inferior value. That the Shah fhould furrender the conquefts he had made; 
that is to fay, Tebriz and its territory ; Shiumaki, with all Shir wan ; certain places in 
Media; Demur Capi, and Nakivan, with all the towns in Armenia.. That he moreover 
fhould reftitute f he whole of the country taken from the Georgians, and fend one of his 
children as a hoflage to the Turks. 

This was the fubftance of what the Serdar required on account of the Sultan; for 
himfelf, as a condition for withdrawing his troops, he demanded a prefent of value fuffi- 
eient to indemnify him for the trouble the war had occalioned him. . 

The King on this occafion had much need of nice management, notwitftanding the 
extravagant pretenfions of the Serdar ; the people, who languilhed for peace, were 
aware, that if his cupidity were fatlsfied, much more favourable conditions would be 
accepted; the fatraps, in particular, taxed the Shah with injuftice and impiety towards 
God, in warring with Mahometans. Saru Kogia, one of the molt powerful Viziers, 
hkewife, and rife Cor chi Baflia, the King’s fon-m-law, preft the King fo much to liften 
at leaf! in part to the propofals, that he felt it prudent to temporize. 

As to the filk, he flared he would willingly fend the cuftomary prefent, and engage 
to continue the fame (the Perfians, I understand, are heedleis of promifes, which they 
break as convenience fuits). As for reftitution of conquered provinces, it could not 
be admitted. His own- fon he would not- fend, but in lieu he had no objeftion to fubftitute 
as his own fon that of Zulfcar Khan; a perfon I before have mentioned, who had been 
murdered by Garchica Bey, and whofe brother, at the folicitation of Kogia Khan, had 
been put to. death by the Shah. This young Prince was a near relation of tile King, 
and by propofing fending him as a hoflage, while he fhould gratify the malice of thel'e' 
two eminent perfons, He would get rid of one whom he had reafon to fufpeft might be 
Inimical to him* And, Jaft/y, as to the prefent; in order to filence the Corelli Bey and 1 
Kogia Khan, whofe importunities were the flrongeft, under pretence that he had no 
money to fatisfy the Serdar, he commanded them to provide him with a prefent, and 
that of fome hundred thoufand crowns; that, as they were^deurous of peace, they 
might furnifli the enemy with a golden bridge to retire over. 

This propofal was a thunder-clap for thefe two advocates of peace ; it was in vain 
for the wife of the Corcbi Baflia, who was the King’s daughter, to tender certain filk 
cloths and rich brocades as a prefent to the Serdar, her father affured her. he was 
entirely mercenary and wanted money, and her hulband or his partner being unable 
as well as unwilling to raife the fum required in the fpace of time allowed, their oppo- 
fition in confequence entirely ceafed. Having, therefore, furmounted all obftacles in 
his council, he was left at liberty to follow his own inclinations, fecure of the fedulous 
co-operation of the Corchi Baflia, who had the chief of his poffeflions to protect about 
Ardebil. To footh the ambaflador, however, and make amends for his firft neglect, 
he gave him a royal feaft, and prefented him with a number of horfes, and. a purfe of 
a hundred tomans, about 500I, fterling. 

On the 3d of September, he granted him a private audience anew. In this the am- 
baflador dropped from his firft claims, requiring limply the filk, and his foil as 
hoflage; or, if His Majefty fhould be unwilling to yield his fon, any other perfon of 
condition who might pafs for fuch. ’ The King immediately conceiving- the ufe they 
might make of fuch an inftrument of infurre&ion, played-off one of his nfual' manoeuvres, 
and drawing his fword: « This is my fon,” laid he, “ if you can, wreft him front 
ine.” The ambaflador ©bferving that many poor wretches mull perilh in the war £ 
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and that it was lamentable that fo much blood of MulTulmen lliould be fpilt. * c Fo t 
that,” replied the King, * c it is you muft be refponfible to God, who attack me while 
in quiet and offending no one; nay, it has been your annual practice thus to come 
and infult me, even in my very palace, and that without the flighted: provocation. 
You may advance/' continued he ; ** the mofque of Shah Soft is indeed the tomb of my 
anceflors, but their remains have been removed, which you will not have the pleafure 
of infulting ; you may advance, but think not I will face you now, 1 fhali not hefnate 
a moment to fire every quarter of this city. You {hail find no where anything but a 
wafted country ; and when you have entangled yourfelf fufficiently, when I fliall fee the 
opportunity, I fhali make you feel the weight of myfeymitar, and utterly exterminate 
the invaders / 3 Hereupon, pretending to be in a rage, he called for the calanter of the 
city, and exprefsly enjoined him, in prefence of the ambaffador, to caufe the town to be 
immediately evacuated by the inhabitants, who with their eft efts fhould be direfted to 
withdraw to-a place of fufety $ and that if any were refraftory to his orders, they fhould 
be cut in pieces, 1 he calanter immediately ifliied Ills orders j the King, however, fecretly 
direfted tlint they were to have effeft only in the neighbourhood of the ambaffadoris 
houfe, before which they fhould file fo as to be feen by him, making a circuit of a league, 
and returning in parties fecretly by another gate. This was, however, but a frivolous 
artifice, which, no doubt, would be feen into by the ambafTadon 

On the 30th, he again gave him a royal entertainment previous to his departure, 
which took place either on that or the fucceeding day. And on the 3d September, by 
couriers from Carehica Bey, the King learnt that, the Turks having advanced, he had 
demolifhed and quitted the fort-refs of Tebriz, of which they had taken poffefEon, after 
its having been abandoned by its inhabitants, who had carried off every thing, and that 
all the neighbouring country had been previoufly defolated. 

The King, upon this intelligence, ordered Ardebil to be evacuated in effeft \ which 
took place, and was a moft afflifting feene. 

On the next morning, Bahadu Khan appeared at court; his government lays between 
Ardebil and the CafpianSea. He came before the King in the fame condition in which 
he arrived, booted, his bow in his hand and quiver at his waiffc. To this perfon. a 
defeendant from the Pagan Kings of Perfia of the dynafty of Cofrhoe, and governor 
of various fortreffes and ports on the Cafpian Sea, but of no cities, the care of protect¬ 
ing the emigrants was delegated by the Shah ; recommending to him to fee that they 
met with fuccour and friendly reception on their way. At the fame time he ilfued 
orders that fuch of the inhabitants as could bear arms fhould remain; and that the 
various banditti on the frontiers, the commanders of whom are known to the King, 
under promife of pardon, fhould hover on the flanks of the Turkifh army, which is 
never entrenched, and ferve as light troops to cut oft' their fupplles, and pillage their 
camp in the night. 

On the 10th of September a Tatar fpy arrived, bringing intelligence, that a divifion 
of the Turkifh army, confiftmg it was faid of forty thoufand, with fix days provifions, 
had been detached from Tebriz, under command of the Georgian Prince Teimuraz, 
expeftedly to fall on a hidden on Ardebil. The King immediately gave direftions* 
that fuch inhabitants in the city and neighbouring villages as had not yet left fhould 
quit them, and take the road £0 Mazanderan, or fame more diftant part of Media or 
Irak: that every thing at Cafvrn fhould be in reatiinefs for the inhabitants quitting that 
place, if it fhould appear requifite, and in the mean time, that all the merchandize and 
property there belonging to His Majefty fhould be tranfported thence,as fafely as poflible 
to Ferhabad and Hifpahan : that everyone in Ardebil fhould hold himfelf in readinefs to 

leave 


PIETRO DELLS VALLe's TRAVELS IN PERSIA. 


89 


leave the city on the following day for the llrong fort where the King had placed his 
baggage to wait for the enemy; and that preparation fhould he made for felting fire to 
every part of the city upon our evacuation, as well as the various towns and villages 
in its neighbourhood. 

On the nth September, juft as we were about to .mount our horfes, and fire the city, 
intelligence of the moft grateful defcription was received from Carchica Bey, giving 
account of a viftory moft unexpectedly obtained over the Turks. This Corchi Baftia, 
on the '.Turks entering Tebriz, had withdrawn to Ugiun, one day’s journey from that 
city, on the direfl: road to Cafvin, leaving the way open as preconcerted to Ardebil, 
under expectation that they would- in courfe direct their march thither. The Turks, 
however, conceiving that this ftep was a mark of weakness ; and underftanding from 
the ambaflador who had been at Ardebil that no pillage would be obtained there; and 
that the King himl'elf, vdth the fmall army he had with him, was in the greateft confter- 
nation, and had refolvcd on flying before them, determined 011 attacking Carchica Bey j 
after routing w hom, they might eafily purfue their plan of ruining Ardebil, without 
having any apprehenfion from him in their rear. As, however, rhey knew from the 
orders he had received, it would to difficult to induce the Corchi Baftia to hazard a 
pitched battle, they attempted to take him by furprize. With this intent, they felefled 
their beft troops, as well Turks as Tatars, to the amount of from forty to fifty thoufand, 
as we had before heard, which were detached lightly equipped, and calculated for dif- 
patch, to fall upon Carchica Bey in the night-time or by dawn of day. In ftating 
Ardebil as their deftination, the fpy was deceived, as well as in their being commanded 
by Teimuraz Khan, who at that time was indifpofed and not with the army. Unfortu¬ 
nately for the Turks, while on their march, a Perfian in their army of the name of All 
Bey, influenced by that amor patria fo natural to man, when mounted with the reft, 
clapped fpurs to his horfe, and favoured- by darknefs and the fpeed of his animal, 
quickly reached the camp of Carchica Bey. 

This nobleman found the array completely off its guard, and, pafiing the drowfy centi- 
nels, reached the very tent of Carchica Bey entirely unperceived. Here, after making 
a great noife, he fncceeded in gaining admittance to the general, to whom he fuccintHy 
related his danger. The general immediately iffued orders for the troops to faddle their 
horfes, and load the baggage waggons, not to create diforder or a panic amid the fol- 
diers; fo that before day-break, this prodigious body of cavalry was in readinefs to 
march in military array, and divided in four immenfe fquadrons at fome diftance from 
the baggage, and a row of tents which formed ihe market or bazar; leaving from a 
thoufand to fifteen hundred horfe, who were directed, in cafe of the enemy appearing, 
to engage their van, and draw them, as they retreated, among the baggage and the tents, 
which were left ftanding. 

So orderly was every thing managed, that none of the foldiers had any idea of their 
having to engage, but merely imagined that they were about to decamp for fome other 
fpot, as was frequent with them. But Carchica Bey feeing a favourable opportunity 
had fo contrived, that he was apparently reduced either to comply with the King’s in- 
jun&ions and abandon in difgrace his camp and baggage, or attempt to deliver them 
from the enemy by an engagement. 

The enemy came up fhortly after day break, and the Tatars made a furious charge 
on the troops of Shiraz Imaunculi Khan, by whom they were valiantly received, and a 
defperate conflict enfued. Carchica Bey, who was in the rear, upon this ftated, that he 
could not in conformity to the King’s orders hazard an engagement, but ftiould en» 
trench himfclf. Upon this Imaunculi Khan fent word that he was unavoidably drawn 
vol. ix. n into 
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into battle, tod that the Corchi Balha muft think ferinufly of fighting and inimediateTy 
join him, as not with (landing the bravery of his troops they muft oih^rwife be over* 
powered, enjoining him if he would not fight to draw up his forces, as their appear* 
ance might intimidate the enemy and encourage his men. In the mean titn he 
fifteen hundred men of the van who had done their duty, agreeable to the orders 
received, pretended to fly, and drew the enemy among the tents, where they im* 
mediately began pillaging and maffacremg fiich as they found in the bazar, giving 
over the purfuit. At this inftant, Carchica Bey feeing things in the ftate he wiflied 
them, and holding himfelf juftifted with refpeS: to his orders in the opinion as well of 
Imaunculi Khan as the reft of the nobles in the army who blamed him for his inertnefs, 
joined his forces to thofe of the Khan of Shiraz, and fell with the utmoft fury on the 
Tatars with his four fquadrons. The Tatars bravely fuftained the (hock, but finding 
themfelves at length overpowered by the Perfians and not fupported by the Turks, who 
came up but (lowly, owing to fome impediment on the road, or their cowardice, which 
induced them rather to be fpedtators of the battle than actors in the field, were at length 
obliged to give way in diforder ; the Khan of Caffa, who had behaved himfelf bravely, 
and was wounded in feveral places, retiring at the entreaty of his people. 

The Perfians, upon the Tatars being put to the rout, followed up their advantage 
clofely for feveral miles, driving before them not only the Tatars but alfo the dilatory 
Turks whom they niet on the road, putting to the fword moft of thofe whom the want 
of fleetnefs of their horfes put within their reach, and making very few prifoners* 
Of thefe, the only ones of condition were the Balha of Van, a grey-haired old 
man, a Captain of Tatars, and a Georgian of note in his own country, a Captain of 
Janiflaries *. Among the dead, the number of which is uncertain, were feven or eight 
Balhas, whofe names are mentioned. On the fide of the Perfians, no one is fpoken of 
as killed of any confequence; fuch a victory, however, cannot have been purchafed 
without great lofs. In his account of the battle Carcliica Bey excufed himfelf for his 
difobedience of His Majeftyhs orders by the Angularity and urgency of the cafe, and 
dated, that if His Majefty disapproved of his conduft, he was ready to lay his head at 
his feet. The Shah expreifed himfelf fatisfied with what he had done, and commended 
him for his (kill* 

This intelligence occafioned the revocation of the former orders. The whole day 
long nothing was heard but mafic and rejoicing, and an infinite number of people 
repaired to the mofque in order £0 return thanks for the vidlory. Ali Bey, who was 
nobly rewarded by the Corchi Bafiia and his officers, had apartments affigned him ia 
the houfe of Bahadur Khan. 

His Majefty pardoned the Tatars and his chief prifoners, but ordered all the Turks 
to be put to death, as well as fome of their fpies who were taken; their execution was 
barbarous, it confided in cutting off their feet or legs, and leaving them in the different 
ftreets to bleed to death and be trampled on by paffengers. 

On the i6ih September, Emir Gunch Erouan Khan came to confer with the Shall, 
and after a promife from the King that he would not conclude peace without hearing 
more from the army, he returned to join the Corchi Baiha- 

The Turkifh ambaffador appeared again at court with new propofals. Thefe went, 
that the Turks were willing to make peace without reftitntion of any conquefts, upon 

# This word is con'ftantly written thus; it fhouLd be Yeni cheri, as pronounced in Turkey, the meaning 
a new fbldier. The Germans not having in their language the found of eh* fubftitute an j, and pronounce 
it Yeinferi or fart, fpelling it with, a J, founded by them as Y with' us 1 . Retaining the German ipeJlirtg, the 
word i& consequently but improperly pronounced by us Janiffory. 
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condition only of the annual prefent being fent, or in lieu of it a certain quantity of 
Icarlet cloth, forae horfe trappings and other trifles, provided the army were allowed to 
return by the road of Maraga and Curdiftan, the country through which they came 
being exhautled, and that the King would furnilh them with a quantity of corn, flraw, 
and fboes for their horfes, with other articles of which they flood in need. 

The wary King, while he confented to the tribute, refuted to allow them a paffage 
through Curdiflan, and infilled on their return by the fame way they C3mej upon their 
agreeing to which he would fumifh them with the requifite provifions. With this 
anfwer the ambaffador returned, accompanied by Bouroun Cafum Bey for the conclu- 
fion cf peace on thefe terms on th<* part of the Serdar. 

On the 20th September, the King being in better humour than on the preceding 
days, went without the city to divert himfelf with falcons and other birds, and on this 
occafion, fantaftic as he was, he remained feated on the bare ground in the midll of 
the fields expoi'ed to the rays of the fun without any covering above his head, but not 
forgetting the bottle, and in this poflure made his meal, without any cloth, of a road fowl 
which was brought to him, the court feated around him. In the afternoon, we were 
informed by the mehimandar that the Turks were advanced on the road from Tebriz 
as far as a large town of the name of Serah, on the road to Ardebil, whither he ap¬ 
peared to advance, while Carehica Bey in purfuance of the Royal orders retired before 
them. We were in confequence, to provide againfl any treachery, direfted to fend off 
our heavy baggage to the King’s camp, referving only a laden horfe called afeiz kane, 
that we might be ready to accompany the King at notice with greater difpatch. 

On Saturday 22d of September, the fir ft day of Bairam, or the greater Eafter 
feftival of the Mahometans, the King repaired to the mofque, whither the ornaments 
of greateft value which had been removed had already been brought back, and where 
after prayers the King himfelf ferved out the pilao to the poor. 

On Sunday fome Armenian Chriflians, coming from Turkey, who had paffed through 
the Turkiih army, brought account that the Serdar had received new orders from court, 
by which he was commanded to repair immediately to the affi fiance of the Porte, about 
to be attacked in different quarters by the Chriflians; and that Erzerum, through which 
they had paffed, was thronged by emigrants flying from Trebifond in confequence'of 
the ravages committed by the Coffacks on the fhores of the Black Sea. 

This news was verified on the return of Cafum Bey with the treaty of peace figned 
by the Serdar, who had fent with him not only the fame ambaffador who had been 
twice before with the King, but alfo Gebegi Bafha, a perfon of great authority, 
colonel general of the gens d’armerie and artillery, who, with another of no lefs 
refpeflability among the Turks, was deputed to ratify the treaty. 

Upon the retreat of the Turks, which took place immediately, the King difbandect 
thofe of his troops which came from Mazanderan and the Turkmans, and on arrival of 
the laft ambaflador pubfifhed his intention of leaving Ardebil for Cazvin; fo that 
many among us, and I of the number, fet forward on the road, not being difpofed to 
fubjeft myfelf to the inconvenience naturally attendant on the march of the ordu or 
King’s camp. On the 2 2d October, therefore, I left Ardebil in the evening, merely 
to begin the journey, and after travelling half a league halted at a village called Talk 
Kiefen, from the number of ftone-cutters by which it is inhabited. 

On the next day, after marching three leagues and a half, I flopped atTagi buyuc 
a village at which I bad retted on coming. Tuefday I travelled five leagues, lodging 
in the village ot Ghivi, at the houfe of a very obliging and extremely agreeable lady.° 

M 2 Beyond 
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Beyond Ghivi the road to Calvin divides, I took therefore a different one to which 
I came, and after three leagues on Wednefday paffed the night in a town called Horn- 
Thurfday we journeyed through a valley extremely well peopled throughout its whole 
extent, and arrived by night at a fmall city called Shial, five leagues from Hoin. 
Khial Is built on the ilupe of a mountain, in the narroweft part of the valley* above a 
fraall river which runs through it ; it is, however, fo inconfiderable a place as hardly to 
deferve the title of a city. 

We advanced but three leagues in this valley on Friday, owing to our litter being 
overturned ; fortunately, however, without any injury either ta Madame Maani or the 
camel which bore it ; taking up our abode at a caravanferai. On Saturday we con*- 
tinned our courfe over a dlfagreesble road, no lunger full of mud as that of the 
preceding day, but abounding in acclivities, and after journeying alrnofl three leagues 
came to a village beyond the mountains, near which, owing to our camels being ex* 
tremely jaded, we refled for the niglu by the fide of a running ftream, where we few a 
number of paftoral Turkmans with their flocks, frightened hither by the din of war 
from their province of Ghilan, 

On Sunday we merely completed the remainder of the three leagues of the previous 
day, flopping at the firft village we came to, in the territory of Taron, called Derram. 
The fueceeding day, while yet here, the King with the whole of the ordu pa fled us, the 
greater part of the army continuing its route, but his Majefty remaining below the vil¬ 
la rge under tents. On Tuefday the royal houfliold let off rather late, we following 
it at a diftanee, travelling for three leagues through a country abounding with cotton * 
from Derram to Cafvin the fields being covered with fcarcely any thing elfe, In the 
evening we pitched our tents on the margin of a fmall river, whole courfe we had fol¬ 
lowed, keeping on its left fide the whole of this and part of the preceding day. We 
reached a village called Ibrahim Oba, or Abraham’s hut, on Wednclday 31ft of 
October, after having journeyed five leagues. 

A& travelling along, accompanied by Tochta Bey, Imamculi Mirza, the King's ytmngeft 
fan, who was greatly attached to me, inquired of my people with the baggage ro whom 
the litter belonged, and learning it was mine, coilverfed for feme time with them feated bn 
the ground, his led horfe with his Seizchane having fallen ilL While thus difeourfmg 
with two of my men who flopped to anfwer bis queflions, he faw a little bitch pafs by 
on one of our camels, which, however defpicable it would have been with us, in Perfia 
ferved as a pet, and admired the animal extremely ; finding, however, that his praifing 
her would not induce the fervarus to have the civility of offering it, he even begged her 
of thejn; and on her being prefen ted, not knowing how other wife to fecure it till ho 
fhould overtake his baggage, upon his led horfe coming up he unfaflened his garters* 
and joining them together he tied one extremity round the neck of the bitch, and holding 
the other in his hand, led her along. 

On Thurfday, the firft of November^ we arrived at a fpot where the bridge which 
formerly croffed the river being in ruins, we were obliged to ford it, It is the fame we 
paffed in going to Ardebil, in the valley of Perdelife^ and is called Kiril Uzen, or red T 
colour, from ns flowing over red fand which communicates its colour Sometimes to the 
water. This river, to which feveral fmall ftreams are tributary* much increafcd in 
volume, empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. 

In the evening, on account of my not being difpofed myfelf to ford this river with my 
baggage horfes, and making a long tour to pafs it over a bridge, it was late before I 
reached my people at a village called Kielle, or head, about half a league beyond the 
river, and four good leagues from our laft place of rolling. 
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Friday, the 2d of November, after four leagues of road, we arrived at a fmall village 
of only four or five houfes, called Kara Tikian Corchi Baiba, or the black thorn of the 
Baiha of the Corchi, leaving before we came to it the river Shiahrud, which falls a 
little lower down into the Kizil Uzen, on the left; having all the while cioie on our 
right the mountains of Ghilan, which branch from Mount Taurus. 

On Saturday we travelled fix leagues through an extreme narrow valley very un* 
pleafantly, on account of the numerous and crooked defiles we had to pafs, and our being 
frequently obliged to ford a fmall ftream which winds on a bed of rock and ftones. Late 
at night we pitched our tents in the neighbourhood of fome peafants’ huts, where we 
procured provifions and forage for our horfes. 

On Sunday, having cleared the defiles of the valley, we entered on a high and level 
country, and encamped below a village called Ramulhan, only three ihort leagues from- 
Cafvin, where on Monday we arrived, but found the ftreets fo filthy in confequence of 
the heavy rains of the preceding night, that our horfes were up to their girths in mud*. 
Notwithftanding the confequent condition of the country, the King, unwilling to mm 
the inhabitants out of their houfes, encamped his army on the wet ground. 

On Saturday, the 17th of November, the King, after having previoufly given audience 
to the various ambaffadors from Spain, Mogholiflan, and Mufcovy, received their prefent 3 
and given them grand entertainments in the Meidan or fquare at Cafvin, on which oc- 
cafion, it being by night, the fquare was illuminated with fuch a profufion of light as 
to make the night vie in fplendour with the day, he left Cafvin to pafs the winter in Fer- 
habad, as is ul'uaL with him. The nobles at court hereupon difperfed each his way, 
excepting a few exprefsly appointed by the King to attend him. For my part, having 
caught a cold which brought on a lingering fever, not feeling any difpofuion to revifit 
Ferhabad, and requiring the comforts of Hii'pahan, 1 took leave of His Majefty, to winter 
in the capital. 

Before his departure, however, the King taking umbrage at the Mufcovite prefent, 
which among other things comprifed a large number of calks of brandy, imagining that 
they tacitly thereby acculed him of drunkennefs, fent back the chief to the ambaffadors, 
telling them at the fame rime that for his part he had not occafion for fo much, and that 
as he knew they were ufed to drink deep he was unwilling to-deprive them, of what he 
was aware was fo gratifying to themfelves. 

On TueEday, the 20th of November, I departed from- Cafvin for Hifpahan- by the 
direft road, which was different to that by which I travelled to Ferhabad, and as I was 
too weak to undertake the journey on horfeback, I went in the litter.. 

We pitched our rents the firft night about three leagues and a half from Cafvin, near 
a village in ruins on the road. Wediiefday, a little before dawn in the morning, as we 
were loading our horfes, I faw for the firft time a comet, the largeft of the two which 
have been, vifi bie for two months back. Its form, was that of a fcymitaiv 

This day we travelled feven leagues, and arrived early in the evening at a village 
called Ara Sengft, were we palled the night, and were joined by Father Melchior ties 
Anges, prior of the Anguftin convent, who had paffed us in the morning on his way 
to Ferhabad, on bufinefs with the King refpe&ing encroachments on the part of the 
governors of the provinces bordering on Ormus, and. who receiving a courier fhortly 
after he paffed us, by which- the King had fent orders to thcfe governors to defift£ and 
intimated his intention of examining the affair himfelf on- his return to Hii'pahan ,.whi oh 
would Ihortly take place; the good Father trod back his fteps. His company and that 
of his companions fo much railed my fpirits, and I.found myfelf famuch better, that. L 
began to mount my horfe again. 
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;On Thurfday we rode fix leagues, and refled at night at a caravanferai in mid ft of a 
waid uninhabited country* 

We travelled eight leagues on Friday, and arrived at night at a fmall city called Sava 
Oa Saturday, after fording the river called by the name of the city, we lodged at a 
caravanferai in a dcfart country called Geuher-abad, five leagues from the place at which 
we laft refted. r 

On Sunday night, five leagues beyond, we halted at a caravanferai in the city of Com 
which the author of the Geographical Epitome (Ferrari) maintains was anciently called 
Choana, and is a city of Media. I am alfo of his opinion, and believe Media to extend 
farther, and even to comprife Caflian, more towards the foutb, and extend to certain 
mountains which apparently are its boundaries, although the inhabitants of the country 
place them in Irak, * 

Com is a city of middling fize, inferior in population and the number of its houfes to 
Caflian, but much fuperior in point of elegance and fituation. We entered the city by 
a handfome ftone bridge, which generally is fmall, but very wide when fwollen by the 
rains defending from the mountain. Near the bridge is a handfome mofque; its 
ftreets and bazars are good; its fquare large and very fpacious, although not of a regular 
or proportionate figure; in fhort, the whole city appeared to me commodious and 
handfome. 

We remained in this city the whole of Monday to reft our beafts, and finding m y- 
felf much better I indulged myfelf with melons and cucumbers, which here are excellent. 
On Tuefday we travelled four leagues only, and paffed the night at a wretched cara¬ 
vanferai, dependant on a village called Sifm. On Wednefday night we reached Caflian 
feven leagues from Sifin. On the road I was much inconvenienced by the cold and 
■violence of the wind, notwithftanding the fur drefles I wore. Here we took up our 
abode at the King’s caravanferai, fituatedin the fuburbs of the city, 

Sunday, Father Melchior being fummoned toFerhabad by theambafiador, we parted 
he towards that place and I for Hifpahan, travelling by night fix leagues, and flopping 
two hours before dawn at a caravanferai called Kogia Cafum Natanzi, ° 

Monday night we journeyed eight leagues; retting in the morning at a caravanferai 
in the neighbourhood of the royal garden called Tegiabad, Thence, the next night, to 
the caravanferai Lala Bey, eight leagues; and on Wednefday night, after the like dif- 
tance, came to a town called Berian, only one league from Hifpahan. Here I took 
repofe for a while, fending forward to advife of my arrival, that the King’s officers 
might appoint me a refidence, that which I before had being occupied by the Spanifli 
ambaffador. 

The houfe we were to dwell in being ready, I repaired to it on Saturday the Sth of 
December, when, taking to my bed, I was confined to the 16th, recovering my ftrength 
afterwards by degrees, fo that with the new year of 1619 I found myfelf in good fpirits 
and health. 

In this interval the Armenian Chriftians of Chiolfa repaired to Ferhabad to make 
certain prefents to the King; he, as they had been given to underftand, being difpleafed 
at the length of time fince they had made their laft. One of "rhefe, on his return on the 
13th of February, informed me that at prefent Ferhabad contains 40,000 houfes belonging 
to Armenians, 12,000 to Georgians, 7,000 to Jews and to Mahometans from the pro¬ 
vinces of Shirwan, Ghilan and other countries, 25,000, and thefe exclufive of thofe 
inhabited by the attendants of His Majefty and perfons belonging to the court. I 
mention this that you may form an idea of the brilliant beginning of this city, founded 
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by forco, and fome computation of its probable extent lhould it fiourifh, which is 
problematic after the death of Shah Abbas. 

With the relation of two curious matters I fhall conclude my long letter. The one, 
that although I have but feven women fervants and fome few men, we fpc- ik with cor- 
re£tnefs in our houfe ten different languages. I fay fo many are fpoken perfectly feparate 
from feveral others with which we are partially acquainted. The languages fpoken are 
the Latin, Italian, French, Spanifli, modern Greek, the Turkifli, Arabic, Perfian, 
Georgian, and Armenian. I confefs, however, that I alone am mafter of the Latin, 
French, Italian, and Spanifh ; but feveral fpeak the fix others, and not one of my people 
is there but underftands at leaf! three or four. I myfelf comprehend, in meafure, the- 
whole, except the Georgian and Armenian, of either of which I have little knowledge. 
The other curious matter, which relates to furgery or natural hiffory, and what I cer¬ 
tainly ought not to omit mentioning, is the punifhment inflicted on fuch as commit rapes 
or fodomy, which is fimilar to that ufed in ancient times in Egypt, according to 
Diodorus Siculus, andconfifts in the amputation of the offending parts. Strange as this 
operation, the culprit never dies in confequence, but is cured fpeedily by the application 
of allies alone. 

The Vizier of Mazanderan, who was my mehimandar at Ferhabad, underwent this 
chaffifement moft wrongfully, as he protefted to me. The King being informed that 
he had carried off a young boy from a certain part of which he was governor, in order 
to fet an example to his other minifters and governors, feutcnced him to undergo the 
law, which took place and left him deprived of manhood. A young wife he had was 
fo much chagrined on the occafion, that fhe left his haram in fearch of another more 
ufeful companion, but one of more mature years compenfated for her lofs by her unre¬ 
mitted fidelity and kindnefs to him. 

Soon, however, as the knife had done its office, it was difeovered that he had been 
falfely accufed; in confequence of which the King was greatly hurt, and ordered the 
tendereff care fo be had of him, that hefhould have alhes applied, and be kept in a dark 
apartment for feveral days. At length he recovered his ftrength, but not what he had 
loft, ThisTame vizier, while I was at Efcref, fentenced to a fimilar punifhment a young- 
man who was one of his domeflics, and charged with having violated a fingle woman. 
What is remarkable, when this operation is effeaed on grown-up perfons, it does not 
caufe them to lofe their beard. 

Ilifpaban, nd April, i6ig. ■ 

About to clofe my letter, it has occurred to me that I ought to inform you of a mat¬ 
ter I have omitted. The Perfians obferve no order in fighting ; the different khans, 
fultans, or captains, appointed by the King or the generaliffi mo, mixing their fuzileers with 
their bowmen and fuch as fight with lances indifcriminatelv. And fairly may we fay of 
the Perfian archers, that they retreat rather than run away ; for, fimilar to their ancef- 
tors, the Parthians, they turn their back to the enemy as they draw the bow to fhoot - 
with greater power, the fuzileers copying them, after having fired their piece. 

In their march they keep no ranks, but each goes as he pleafes, uniting in a body only 
when in fulpefted places, or in the neighbourhood of the enemy’s army. The baggage 
and the women are placed in the rear when nigh the foe on advancing, and on retreat 
precede the army. 

, I have in my garden here among other articles fome yellow jeflamme, the leaves of 
wnich are larger and thicker than thole of our common jeflamine, in other refpefts the 
plant is the fame. 1 am uncertain if this be or not a curious thing in Italy j if you fiiould 

think. 
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think it fo, I will forward you fome of the feed in a letter. Yellow rofes are alfo fre¬ 
quent in. all the gardens of Hifpahan, firailar in their leaves and lhape of the flower to 
common rofes, but differing in fragrance, the fmell of them being far from pleafant. 

LETTER VI. 

THIS letter being chiefly filled with a description of the triumphal entry of Shah 
Abbas the Great into Hifpahan, of the fplendid entertainments given by him to the 
various ambaffadors at his court, and matters relating rather to hiftory than an account 
of travels, is fuppreffed, 

LETTER VII. 

IN this the author gives the propofals of Spain for a traffic in fiik with Perfla, and a 
portrait of Madame Maani, two matters which, as uninterefting to the reader, are 
palled over. 

LETTER VIII, 

Hifpahan, 4 th April, 1620. 

IN the middle of November laft I changed my abode, a matter which is common 
with the King's guefls, as fuits their convenience or occurrences ; the houfe in which 
I dwelt before not belonging to the King, but being rented by him, the owner wifhcd 
to repoffefs it, and as two houfes in the neighbourhood of where I formerly lived had been 
vacated by the Spanifh ambalfador, I agreed with the mehimandar to remove to one of 
them, in which I am now. 

On the 21ft of November I was witnefs to a circumftance here as extraordinary as it 
was inhuman. Certain differences arifing among the Jews of Hifpahan, they accufed 
each other before the King. In particular, three Rabbins were falfely charged with being 
addicted to magic and other flagrant crimes, one of them being faid to poffefs a letter 
which, on any one reading, either by virtue of poifon or witchcraft, caufed his death. 
Whether the J inculpations were merited or not, judging by the event they fliould 
have had foundation, as the culprits were ordered for execution ; the fentence of the 
King being, that they fliould be expofed to dogs, kept by him purpofely for de¬ 
vouring criminals of this defcription and nation, held in contempt by the Mahome¬ 
tans, and treated as infidels. His Majefly, however, propofed to them the ufual alterna¬ 
tive of becoming Muffulmen, after the furious animals were brought into the fquare. 
Except one, the reft were fo much intimidated that ihey readily accepted the koran; Aba, 
for that was the name of the one conflant in his religion, braved death in preference to 
apoflacy, and was torn in pieces by the furious beafts, invoking to the ktft, in his 
agonies, the name of God and the founder ol his law. 

In order to difplaythe difference which exifts between the violent and barbarous govern¬ 
ment of this country and that more mild and civilized under which we live in Europe, 
Ifliall relate an incident which occurred at court towards the clofe of laft December. 

I,a!a Bey *, the King’s treafurer, his firft minifter and intendant over all matters 
relative to merchandife, attending him one day at his lever, on account of having 

* The ftory of AH Bey of the A-tchbifhop of Cambray, in the fables compofed by liim for the ufe of 
the Dauphin of France, is taken from the latter part of this relation. 

5 neglsded 
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ncctecled to forward certain affairs with which he was entrufted, and having failed in 
attention to His Majefty's orders, the King was fo highly enraged as to ftnke him with 
a flick which he had in his hand, and not content with this, directed the porters to 
beat him, which they did fo unmercifully as to leave him for dead. Abbas, not willing, 
however, 5 to lofea man who was fo necelfary to hint, caufed him to be taken up and car¬ 
ried home, whither he fent his own phyficians, with attendants, ordered to keep watch 
over him conftantly, that he might not, in defpair, commit any violence on himfelf. 
Shortly after, on his being cured of his bruifes, he was taken into perfect favour with 
the King, and ferved him afterwards conftantly with fidelity, forgiving and forgetting 
the difrrace to which he had been expofed. This man is of mean origin, a Curd by 
birth, and was fo poor when taken into the fervice of the Shah, that the thread-bare 
drefs* he wore formed all his fortune. This, however, he preferves with the utmoft 
care, that it may conftantly remind him of his priftine ftate. At prefent he is extremely 
rich and powerful, and when told by the courtiers around him, that the King may fome 
day call him to account, his anfwer is, “ he knows nothing of accounts, and has none 
to render to the King ; that all that he poffeffes has been derived from the employments 
with which His Majefty has honoured him, and all confequently belongs to his mailer. 
The Shah,” adds he, “ may take the whole when he will, and leave me again to refume 
the humble habit I ftill keep by me, and which I formerly wore.” Thus does he turn 
the fneers of the courtiers into ridicule, while the King has implicit confidence in him, 
which he is reputed honeftly to deferve. 

The Mahometans in Perfia celebrated, on the 15th of February, a feftival, called 
Isfend, from the name of a plant which makes its appearance the firft of any, and is 
confidered the harbinger of fpring. This feftival is not appointed by the lunar but the 
folar year, on the day when the fun enters the twenty-fifth degree of Aquarius, 

And now, as for what regards me individually, 1 have again changed my place of 
abode, being diflarisfied with the houfe in which I palled the fpring, on account of its 
being gloomy and dull; and rather than be fivbjeft to change continually, to which the 
guefts of His Majefty are liable, I have hired one, with which I am greatly pleafed, for as 
long a time as I choofe to keep it. This houfe is handfoine, cheerful, well planned in 
point of convenience, and has attached to it a beautiful garden, through which flows 
a running dream which fupplies a refer voir in the audience chamber. The garden has 
a raifed efplanade of a bow fitot in length, built very neatly of brick, where I walk to 
ftudy, as f prefer the open air to the houfe. The houfe, moreover, lias an interior 
apartment in the lhape of a crofs, formed by four handfome rooms, furniounted by a 
high and noble dome, by which the light is admitted, fo that the rays of the fun penetrate 
but obliquely, and do not reach below. The Paromifades, which I take to be the 
people of the prefent Zabeliftaun at the extremity of this empire, according to Diodorus, 
were accuftoined to build their houfes in this manner; that is to fay, with arched 
domes, with only one hole in the middle of -the dome as a palfage for the fmoke and 
entrance for the light. The Perfians of the""prefent day build moll of their houfes in 
this manner. On the roofs are terraces, affording profpects of the country without 
expofure to any one. In Ihort, I am delighted with my new acquifition. The garden 
is full of trees, fome planted for the fake of iheir foliage, others for their fruit, of flowers 
and plants to pleafe the fenfes and ferve as well for food. 

With this I (hall finifli my letter, faluong you cordially and all our mutual friends, 
wifliing you health and prosperity. 
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LETTERS IX. X. XI. and XII. 

THESE letters limply comprife a hiftory of the politics and events of the times, col¬ 
lected in various records, or matters merely perfonal to the author. 

LETTER XIII. 

V 

THIS is replete wholly with a panegyric on Shah Abbas the Great. 

LETTER XIV. 

From Hipaban, 24th Sept . 1621. 

I MAY fay with St. Jerome, that my wilhes are completed lince I have received your 
letter of the 27th of Nov. 1620, which to me has been a molt refrefhmg beverage after 
two years of thirft. As for the drugs and medicaments of which your f: iend complains that 
lam filent, it altonilhes me, as I have repeatedly written to him that no one here knows 
any thing of Amomum, not even in Media where it is reputed to grow. As for Hama- 
ma, the druggilts are ignorant of the plant, and fell nothing that bears funditude to it 
in name but a certain feed of which I fenc you a fpecimen from Bagdad, in 161 6, together 
with tliofe of Other drugs, without ever receiving any mention of them from you in 
return. I have likewife fent to our friend Horace a final! bag of the flowers of the bid- 
mulk or the mufk-tree, as common in Perlia as it is rare in Europe, the appellation of 
which is given on account of its fragrant, mulk-like flavour. I fend him the ripe flowers 
on account of the grain being fovery light and delicate as to be difficult of prefervation 
when feparated from its envelope. 1 kifs your hands. 

LETTER XV. 

Shiraz , 217? October 1621. 

AFTER repofmg a while from the fatigue incident on the journey to this place, 
where we obtained a reception from the Englilh in their factory, I cannot refrain from 
prefenting my refpefts, and imparting to you the curiofities which we noticed on our 
way hither from Hifpahan. I fhall, therefore, premife what I have to fay with inform¬ 
ing you, that, having fome time before taken my leave of His Majefty, I could not pre- 
fume to appear in any public place while he was prefent, and had no further bufmefs 
there than to prepare for my travels. 

On Friday, therefore, the ill of October, our baggage and cattle being gone before, 
and awaiting us on the high-road to Shiraz, lhaded by trees without the gates of the city, 
we proceeded to join them, after taking leave of our friends ; and that night travelled 
four leagues. Hopping at a town or callle called Huffeinabad,where we met with indifferent 
fare. When the places at which we Ihould ftop might not be comfortable, we propofed 
lleeping under our tents in the open country. We had likewife provided necefiary drefles 
for our horfes, after the faftiion of thofe ufed in the King’s camp; which, as I do not 
recoiled: ever to have mentioned, I ilia! I take this occafion of defcribing. 

The horfes are constantly kept expofed to .the open air, as well by night as by day, 
provided, however, agsinft the weather, and particularly in winter, not only by a cloth 
as with us, but alfo by an over-cloth, which is thick and made of hair, called a lhawl, 
which keeps them warm, and preferves them from the air, rain, and even fnow, Ihould 
it chance to fail. They let apart a fpace of tolerable large fize proportionate to the 
number of horfes, which they broom and clean very neatly. In this they are tied one by 
the fide of the other, in the fame maimer as we are wont in our ftables, to a rope of fuffi- 
cient length, fattened tight to two flakes of iron at each end, driven foine depth into 
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the ground, leaving the halter by which they are tied of fufHcient length to allow them 
the liberty of moving in freedom. To keep them quiet, and prevent their committing 
any violence, they are fattened by the two hind feet to a cord, which divides into two 
branches, with a nook at each end for the infertion of the feet, of fuffiaent length to 
allow of their laying down and ftanding at eafe. This method they always follovv in 
their ftables at home alfo ; and is of fuch ancient praftice as to have exitted in the time 
of ^yriis, according to Xenophon. Xnftead of making a bed of ttraw foi them, they 
lift fand or duft. They are not flittered to feed from the ground, the cuftom of keep¬ 
ing their neck continually bent making them heavy-headed, but they put their feed in 
a large bag, which is fattened to the neck of each horfe, as is done by our carmen and 
coachmen at Rome. The food they give them in this bag confifts of corn, bran, and 
chopped ttraw ; the corn is barley, as no oats grow in Perfia: in May they feed them 
on orafs and green barley. They are remarkable in this country for a ufage uncommon 
with us, but which it might be well to follow. The firft queftion afked on buying a 
horfe of any one is, the quantity of food it has been accuftomed to ; and the reafon 
ihe” triveis, that if they were to exceed the proper quantity, which is in proportion to 
its fize and condition, it would create humours, fwollen legs, and render the animal 
unferviceable. When worked, they augment the portion given at other times. The 
Pei funs differ from us like wife in this particular : they ufe the fame kind of bit for all 
their horfes alike; it is a kind of baftard fnaffle, and the only difference between one 
another is in its fize, which is fuited to the mouth of the horfe. They make ufe of no 
curb, but with the fimple buttle break in and manage their animals with the greateft 
dexterity, even in full gallop on the moft flippery ground, and defeending the tteepeft 
precipices without fear of their Humbling ■, taking no pains as we do to make them hold 
their head erect with their neck arched like the rainbow. 

The natural fwiftnefs of the horfes of this country, and their final! doe-like head, 
flam! in lieu of all the Jettons of the riding-fchool. To make them go, neither fwitch 
nor fpur is neceflary; in dead of thefe every horfeinan is provided with a whip, much 
Jinaller than thofe ufed by poftillions with us, and made of twitted cord of parchment 
with a lilk lafh at the end ; with which upon their touching them behind, they dart 
forward with as much celerity as if you drew blood with arfpur: feme perfons, indeed, 
fix a fmall {harp piece of iron in the heel of the boot, but all are perfectly free from the 
incumbrances with which our feet are loaded to fatten on the fpur. The faddles are 
of the Turkifh or Arabian fafiiion, of wood covered with leather or velvet without any 
Huffing, and are consequently very hard and unpleafant- Thefe faddles are, however, 
ufed only by a certain few, confifting of old people and perfons attached to ancient 
modes. The cavalry ufe the faddles common to the Ufbeck Tatars, as being 
more commodious. Thefe are covered with a good pad, and made in a fanciful 
manner, very high in front and behind, fo that the rider may turn with great fwiftnefs 
without any danger of being unfaddled. They have, moreover, the advantage of being 
much lighter, neater, and not near fo awkward as onrs. Perfia abounds fo plenteoufly 
in horfes, that the beft I had, and which I ufed as a war horfe, coft no more than thirty 
fequins (15I. fterling), faddleand bridle included : another, I gave feven fequins for it 
in the market at Hifpahan, and it ferved-me in the regiment for more than a year, after 
which I made prefeut of if to my brother-in-law, who took it with him to Bagdad. 
Although thefe horfes coft little, they are fo excellent that I am entirely weaned from 
my partiality for thofe of Naples or Rome. There are few among them very high 
or very ftrong, and ftill fewer race-horfes, as they are not folicitous of increafing the 
breed of thefe, principally confining themfelves to the ufeftil breed, full of ipirit, 
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capable of bearing fatigue, and fit for the faddle. They have among them feme trained 
to canter, the noftrils of which are very wide to facilitate refpiration ; thefe will keep 
continually the fame pace for feven or eight leagues at a ftretch, without fatiguing the 
rider in the flighteft degree. A trained horfe of this defeription colls from eighteen 
to twenty ieqnins. 

On Saturday evening, 2d October, after refdng below the village of Hufleinabad, the 
moon being up, we continued our journey, bending our courfe directly fouth, and on 
Sunday by day-break, after travelling five or fix leagues in the night, we ftopt at a 
caravanferai near a village called Mehiar. Two hours after funfet we let oft', accom¬ 
panied by Ghulamali, a Mahometan courier in the fervice of the Portugucze, who over¬ 
took us on the road, going exprefs from our monks to Ormus, and was directed to ferve 
me as a guide ; and after five or fix leagues, the fun being rifen to fome height, we 
halted at the caravanferai of a large town called Comfhe, till three hours after night¬ 
fall, when wc departed. On Tuefday, journeying eight leagues by moon-light, we veiled 
in a garden in the midfl of a town with a caftle called Amenabad. Soon as the moon 
rofe on the following night we mounted our horfes anew, travelling this day no more 
than four leagues on account of there being no place where we could halt, except at a 
great diftance from the village at which we Hopped, called Izdkaft, (or God’s will.) 
This village or town is fituated in the opening of a filial! mountain, in a low and con¬ 
fined fituation, inclofed by rocks on the weft and north, and expofed to the eaft and 
fouth winds. We refumed our progrefs at the clofe of day, and after eight leagues 
difmounted at the village of Dehighirdu, or the village of walnut-trees ; fo named from 
the abundance of them about the place. Here, under the fliade of four large trees in 
the midfl of the court of the caravanferai, we fpent the day. After fupping, we went 
no more than two leagues to the town of Kulkizer, at which we arrived on Friday 
morning, a little before dawn. Here we faw a number of houfes inhabited by Georgians 
and Circaffians, fent hither by the reigning fovereign, in addition to thofe belonging to 
the natives of the province. At a league beyond this town we crolfed a handfome 
bridge over a final! river, which bears the name of the lail town. The Perfians and 
Turks call certain open buildings erected in a garden or on an eminent fituation, Koulk, 
or Kiofck, from one of which this town takes its name, Kulkizer, fignifying the golden 
Klolk. Our place of reft on Saturday morning was at the village 01 Albas, at the foot 
of a mountain, near a rivulet which falls from its fides. On this mountain is a large 
garden furrounded by walls and planted thick with poplars. Near the fame village is a 
caftle built on an eminence furrounded. by two inclofures of walls, the one at the fu [li¬ 
mit, the other at the foot of the hill. Thefe walls, fimple curtains joined to outworks 
bv lines of communication of no great ftrength, and moftly in ruins. The ditches are 
full of water, and their banks covered with large willows, which form a handfome 
crown for the caftle, and ferve to give lhade to the plain, in which are a number of 
Circaffian and Georgian dwellings, as well here as in all the neighbouring towns. 

We left the village of Aftias three hours after night had affiimed its reign, and 
travelling four leagues reached a caravanferai, not yet wholly completed, in a town 
called Ugian, the revenue of which is fet apart for the maintenance of the fepulchre of 
an ancient Prince of the Blood Royal, called Seid Ahmed, who died as he was palling 
through this place. This Prince was a fon of Shah Son; he founded a perpetual 
eftabllftunent for travellers, who are received and maintained here gratuitoufly. 
Here we were ferved with an excellent foup, and a fowl cooked in a much better 
manner than at Ardebil. Ugian is called by the inhabitants Ardebil the Lefs. The 
building is a Ihort diftance from the village, and has a garden walled-iu for the 
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benefit of the guardians of the tomb; the caravanferai is in the middle between the 
village and the fepulchre, which is not fuperb, confiding only of a fmall dome railed on 
pillars, and fome other pieces of architecture. Hence we did not depart till midnight, 
waiting for the moon rifrng to have light on our way through the mountains, which 
was difficult and dangerous. By favour of the moon we traveled the remainder oi the 
plain and paffed the mountain, in doing which we were frequently obliged to dn mount. 
By dawn of day we reached its oppofite foot, in a fpot venerable among the Mahometans 
as the place of fopulturc of their Imauns, called Imaunzade Ifmail; after which we 
entered a narrow valley three or four leagues in length, inclofed by mountains, and 
having completed altogether fix or feven leagues, arrived in the afternoon at a large 
town called Mayin, inhabited by Orcadians and natives of the country. Here, how¬ 
ever, finding only a final! ruinated caravanferai full of people, we were obliged to pafs 
on and encamp in a plain near a large-garden. On our road over the mountain and 
through the plains I remarked a number of piftacnio-trees, which 1 had nnitaken roi 
turpentine-trees. 1 hey are called by the Arabs batom j by the I urks chiaclacuchi. I 
diftmguifhed lifeewife other plants, which from their roots fend up a number of green, 
long and feparate fhoots, Jtronger and more Hiff than the ruflies of which we make 
mats, and which produce a kind of bitter almond, lhe almonds, however, I did not 
fee, as it was not their fruiting feafon. The following night we rofe with the moon a 
little before day, and continued our journey by a conftant and almoft imperceptible 
afeent for three leagues, attaining at length the fummit of a plain by half an hour after 
noon, and reaching the banks of a river which flows from north to l'outh, over which is 
a bridge of brick, "which, notwithftanding it be old, and the parapets at its fides in a 
ftate of decay, is yet call Puli New, or New Bridge. This river is called Kur, retaining 
to our days thus the name of Cyrus, which is Kur with a Batin termination. On the 
banks of this river was it, according to Strabo, that Cyrus, when an infant, was expofed, 
and received his name from the place where he was leit, rather than that where he 
was bom, which was at Agradat. After palling the Kur, (which there is no doubt 
is the lame as the Araxis mentioned by Diodorus and Quintus Curtius, fince it flows 
near Perfepolis, that there is none other deferring of the name of river, and that 
Araxis, in the ancient language of the country fignilied the river; lo, perhaps, ftyled 
bv way of eminence,) we relied at a houfe by it fell, inhabited by a family which receives 
paffengers. Before we crOfTed the bridge we perceived on the eallem bank, oppofite 
to us, two large rocks, on the fummit of which formerly were two caltles built of the 
Hone hewn from their bafes, the neared of which to the bridge was called Calaai Sakt 
(the llrong caftle), the other Calaai Sbekifkte (the ruined cattle). The banks of the river 
are covered with certain trees rcfembling our juniper, a fort of cedar of Lebanon, but 
finaller, called by the Peffians ghiz, the wood of which is very handfome ; as, however, 
thefe trees grow to nofize in this country, it is not adapted for any large cabinet-wprk, 
and ferves only for gunffocks. Quintus Curtius, indeed, relates that the palace of Perfe¬ 
polis was built of cedar, and on that account was fo foon confumed when fet on lire 
by Alexander; which if the cafe,Perfia mull then have produced cedars of large fize ; 
fuch, however, grow there no more. The remainder of the day we puffed under the 
/hade of thefe trees, and the following night in the houfe. The next day at dawn, the 
13 th of October, leaving the high road to Shiraz, we rep a ited the Puli new, anti followed 
the courfe of the river towards thole famous ruins called Chehil miliar or the forty 
columns, the illuftrious remains of the ancient Perfepolis, which I fo ardently and fo 
long had wilhed to fee, and to reach which required but little divergency tram our 
road towards the eaft. After proceeding for four leagues in. this direction, and palling 
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a fmall river called Pelevar, which flows from north to fouth, and which empties itfelf 
into theKur, firll watering one of the moft beautiful and fertile countries in Perfia s and 
worthy of the large and flourifhmg city it formerly contained, we arrived on the fpot at 
two o’clock in the afternoon, where we pitched our tents on the margin of a rivulet, 
refolved to take a minute furvey of the curiofities it offered. 

Perfepolis, a city celebrated in facred and profane biftorv, was Iikewife called Ely- 
mais, as we are told in Scripture, in thefixth chapter of the firft book of the Macha- 
bees, and the ninth chapter, book fecond, where It is deferibed under both names. 
Some, indeed, contend that Shiraz, the capital of Perfia Proper, or Farfiftan, is the 
fame with Perfepolis, but certainly fuch are in error, Shiraz not being a city of ancient 
foundation," and, moreover, being ten parafangs or leagues dlfbmt from thefe ruins, in 
a fouth weftern diredtion, which indifputaMy was the file of that ancient city. Their 
pofirion is-in a beautiful and wide-extending plain of a round figure, encircled almofl on 
every fide by fmall hills in form of an amphitheatre, the diameter of which may be 
about four leagues. At the extremity o 1 this plain, which we eroded from the eaft* 
the ruins are diicernible, at the fool of the mountain on which according to Diodorus 
the Royal Palace of Cyrus was built, with this exception, that Diodorus hates it to have 
been built at four plerhres (four hundred feet according to foine) from the mountain, 
whereas the ruins are immediately contiguous to irs bafe. The term Minar applied to 
thefe ruins by the Perfians is from the referable nee of the columns to certain towers of 
that name, whence in Mahometan cities the hour is called to fummon the people to 
prayers ; the term cbehil meaning forty, which was, no doubt, the number ot the 
columns (landing at the time the appellation was originally given. Thefe ruins front 
the plain towards the weft, and have at the back of them the mountain towards the 
eaft. From the remains it is impoffible to comprehend what was the form or extent of 
the building, as well on account of its ruinated ftate as the destitution on the part of 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood of any hiftory which might throw light in pa(t 
times. It might have been either a temple or a palace ; but I am rather induced to 
conjecture it to have been a temple. I (hall, however, give as good a deferiptiou of it 
as 1 can, and affign the reafbns for my opinion. 

At the foot of the mountain, called by the inhabitants of the country Cub i rahmet, 
or the Mountain of Mercy, and by the ancients, according to Diodorus, the Royal 
Mountain, turning your back on the plain and the weft, and fronting the mountain and 
the eaft, you fee before you two large marble ffoircafes* one of which fronts the fouth, 
the oppofite one the north, both exaflly fimilar. Thefe ftaircafes are thirty feet wide, and 
fleep after die manner of the Perfians ; the wall for the fupport of them terminating 
in a point, and rifing a foot above each ft air. Each ft air is a foot and a half broad, and 
three or four fingers 1 breadth in height; feventeen of them alone are fimgle blocks. 
Each ftaircafe has two flights, the one higher and broader than the other ; the fecond 
flight of that which fronts the fouth facing the north, and that of its oppofite the reverfe ; 
and thefe two upper flights are uncovered and feparated from each other by a wall of 
large ft ones, which fupports both the one and the other. In one of the firft (lights 
there might be about fifty-three fteps; I fay about, for being broken it was impoflibfe 
to count them exactly. At the fummit of this flight is a large landing-place, fquare and 
proportioned infize to the ftaircafe ; this, with the walls and the whole of the edifice 5 is 
of large blocks, hard and well polifhed, and calculated* as Diodorus obferves, to laft 
for ever. It appeared to me, however, to be rather built of (tamed marble than 
white ; although that of the ftairs approached very nearly to black. In the fecond 
flight I reckoned about forty-eight flaks, and at the top I came to a kind of large even 
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fquare, in the mid ft of which 1 perceived the ruins of a building. I was unable to 
comprehend whether or not this was a grand and fuperb corridors, with a porch or 
veftibule leading to fome other apartment of this edifice, as there was no veftige of any 
fuch remaining. The firft obje&s wliich presented themielves were two mo niters with the 
body of a horle, and the head of a man. The body was, as it were, barbed over with 
mail, like the flat heads of large nails, reprefenting the armour of iron plates related by 
Quintus Curtius to have been worn by the horfes in the army of Darius. I he head, 
from which depended a large beard and long hair, was covered with a handfome round 
cap with a flat top to it, fur mounted by a large round ball. Thefe animals had wings 
refembling tfaofe given to griffins, and their faces were turned towards the top of the 
flairs. On their {boulders they upheld a large {tone wall, as thick as the breadth of 
their back allowed, fo that thefe monfters were merely the fupporters of two walls, on. 
the top of which whether there were any other figures or pieces of architecture I could 
not diftinguifh. Thefizeof thefe monfters was proportionate to their bafe, which was 
twenty-eight of my feet,and the di (lance from each other lefs than the length of that bafe. 
Behind thefe were four itraight columns oppofite to each other, of fimilar proportions 
and at equal diftance, two by two, the fame as the monfters ; two of which remain Hand¬ 
ing, and two proftrate on the ground. Beyond thefe columns are two other monfters 
'fimilarly difpofed to the former, but with a varying afpect, their looks being directed to 
the mountain and their backs towards the columns, enciofed as it were by the four 
monfters ; whence one may readily conjecture, that this was the fite of the building 
fupported by thefe four monfters, two at each extremity, and the four columns in the 
middle. Neverthelefs there is no mark of there having ever been any fiery above, 
or even any covering. The fquare or expanie in raidft of which thefe moniiers are 
placed is very extenfive, and terminates with the mountain, fo that as it could fpread no 
farther towards the eaft, the remainder of the building ftretches towards the fouth in 
manner following : From the middle of this large place going to the fouth, I difcovered 
on the left a large fquare refervofr of marble even with the floor, which poflibly ferved 
to hold water to wafh with, each fide of it was about twenty-four feet long, two palms 
in thicknefs, and feven feet in depth. Farther on, 1 came to another double ftaircafe, 
likewife of marble, by which you afcended from eaft to weft, and from weft to eaft, each 
of them of thirty-one fteps, not quite fo large but little fmaller than the firft.. This 
double ftaircafe is in the middle of the front of an interior apartment of greater extent 
than the ftaircafe, fo that there is a confiderable vacancy beyond at the foot of the flairs 
along the wall, which ferves for their fupport. In this fpace, which by a divifion is 
feparated into two rows, one above the other, on both fides are feveral figures in pro- 
ceflion, all of them having their faces directed towards the Hairs, as if about to afcend 
and enter the houfe. Before the double ftaircafe, in a large fpace, which feems a frontif- 
piece worked between the two ftaircafes, were other figures in relief, of much greater 
fize, confufedly grouped together without divifion. Time, which fpares nothing, had 
levelled with the ground, and prevented all refearch into what they could have been. 

I was alfo at lofs to comprehend what was reprefented by the proccffion of the other 
figures, but conceived them meant to pourtray the pomp of a facrifice, (particularly 
fhould this fuperb edifice, as I conjecture, have been a temple,) the fuile of a triumph, 
or a King defirous of (hewing himf'elf with magnificence, as Xenophon deferibes Cyrus 
ro have done at his departure, or poflibly the ordered pageantry ufed in making pre- 
fents, as mentioned by Elian to have been anciently the practice, and as is the cuftoin 
now. Whichfoever it may be, the figures are ranged in this manner at the two extre¬ 
mities of this front. That towards the eaft, as well as that to the/wefhvard, is the figure 
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of a large lion tearing to pieces another great animat, which on one fide is a unicorn, 
and on the other a wild goat, if my memory ferve me truly. Near the lion is a long 
ilifcription, which fills the whole fpace of the wall from the greateft height of thefe 
figures to the bottom; as, however, the characters are utterly unknown, no one has 
been able to tell the language in which they were written. AH that I can fay, is, that 
they are of prodigious fize, not joined together to form a word, but feparate like the 
Hebrew characters, and farther apart, which makes me conceive that each character is 
a diftinCt word. I have copied from among them, five of thofe which moll fre¬ 
quently occur in the belt manner 1 was able. As, however, the lines were completely 
filled, I was unable to afcertain whether they were written from right to left after the 
eaftern manner, or the contrary as we are wont. The five characters which I copied 
are thus formed. 

The fecond is compofed of four figures of fimilar fhape, wedge formed or pyramidal, 
three of them perpendicular with the point downwards, and the fourth beneath them 
horizontal: I am induced to believe they were read from left to right, after our manner 
from the bafe being at the left, the point towards the right, and the point always being 
downwardsj the fame appears in the fourth character, compofed of a Angle pyramidal 
figure Hoping from left to right, and likewife in the final! wedge-like figure in the 
middle of the third character. If it be objected that the pyramidal figure may begin 
from the point and not the bafe, in anfiver it may be affirmed, that if fo, the point fhould 
begin at the top, and not the bafe as is the cafe in every inftance; fines in all characters 
their beginning, the head, is univerfally from the upper and not the lower part. 1 hefe, 
however, are merely conjectures of mine, which pofiibly maybe wrong. I have further 
remarked, that all thefe characters are compofed of the fame wedge-like figures, and 
angular ones of a much finaller fize, and that the number and pofition of theie alone 
conftitute the diverfiry of the letters. After this infeription the perverfion of the finall 
figures in relievo fucceeds, fome of which reprefent men of low condition, being meanly 
clad with long pantaloons like thofe worn on the ftage, and their fmall caflock fitting 
clofe to the waifl, where it is faftened by a band, and hanging in folds and increafing 
in width below to the middle of the thigh, forming altogether a drefs which clofely 
refembles that of the inhabitants of the province of Mazauderan of the prefent day, as 
well as that of the people who inhabit the fea coaft. The coftume of thefe portraits how¬ 
ever differs from the drefs of the prefent day in this refpeCt: the figures have long hair 
and beards, and in lieu of a turban the head is encircled by a narrow band almoft 
refembling the ancient crowns worn by the Emperor of Rome. Thefe men alfo carry 
a large flail lomewhat refembling a half pike, which is not borne on the flioulders, but 
upright, the point upwards. In the other hand they hold various other things j fome, 
inftruments of mufic, round and compofed of two circles, almoft refembling the brace¬ 
lets of our women; others bafkets of fruit, meat and round balls; fome, again, are 
leading two lambs or fheep with crooked horns, and others a camel, an afs, a mule, a 
bull, a calf, or a horfe. The leading fuch animals makes me conjefture the proceffion 
rep relents that preparatory to a facrifice; as moll of them are of thofe formerly 
■flain as viCUms by various nations at the altar, and the horfe in particular by the Per- 
fians to the fun, as related by Xenophon and many other authors; and, if the pro- 
ceflion of a facrifice, we may fairly conclude that the edifice was a temple. As 1 ex¬ 
amined the reft of the proceffion, 1 noticed forae who carried certain hammers in their 
hand, and others fomewhat fufpended to their fafh, which terminated in a point behind 
and before in form of a triangle, except that the lines were fphericat and not ftraight. 
This I apprehend is to reprefent the fkin of fome animal for holding water, although the 
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ihape of it vary from thofeufed in Europe now. Others, again, carried large fhields 
which covered the whole of their body, while fame accompanied on foot carriages 
with two wheels drawn by a Angle horfe. Both Xenophon and Quintus Cur tins make 
mention of thefe carriages confecrated to Jupiter and the fun, and relate that Cyrus 
as well as Darius had fuch led before them when they travelled in the country. 
Among thefe figures are fome few which appear to be of fuperior condition to the reft, 
tvho, otherwife dreft in the fame manner, have a kind of a hoed narrowing to a point as 
low as the middle of the back, and thence defending to the ground; while others 
wear a final! pointed cap plaited round - 7 but the moft remarkable and diftinguifhed 
among them have robes which reach to the feet, the lower part of which is in folds, 
and a jacket which covers the upper part has fleeves down to the middle of the hand ; 
they have moreover a collar round the neck, thus fanftioning the teftimony of Agathias, 
who ftates fuch to have been worn in his time by principal perfonages among the Medes 
and Perfnms. At the girdle they wear a dagger, fimilar to the cuftom of the Arabs even 
now, the blade of which is broad and curved like a feythe, the handle clofe to the 
breaft. This weapon is undoubtedly the Acinax of the Perfians noticed by Horace, 
and fome of our ancient authors. Betides this, they have a ftaff in their hand, lefs as a 
fupport to their age apparently than a mark of authority, fimilar to that borne by the 
field marfhals, CJne of their number marches before the whole band and leads on 
with the left hand the fir ft of thofe who follow him with their pointed caps and hoods, 
Oi thefe who feem the mo ft diftinguifhed and walk firfl towards the top of the flair- 
cafe, leading on the whole proceflion, in addition to the drefs I have described them to 
wear, feme have a round cap larger at top than at bottom, and much refembling that 
-of a Roman fenator, except that it has no rim, being fluted and plaited equally all the 
way round to the middle, where the plaits are joined to a button fomewhat prominent at 
the top. Be Odes the pike which they carry in the hand, they have a bow over their 
Ihoulder, through which the arm pafles, with a quiver full of arrows hanging at their 
back. The dreiles of fome have large fleeves flounced after the manner of the Jhirts of 
the Arabs, Between the figures which form the proceflion fevcral cyprefs trees 
appear at intervals, which only ferve as an ornament, and are of no better execution 
than the perfonages or the animals. The value indeed of this work cron lifts in the 
antiquity of the drefles being correctly reprefented, and the magnificence of the /tone of 
which the building is conftrudled, rather than in the brilliancy of the execution, which 
is not by the hand of a mafter. 

Afcending this fecond ftair-ca% and fronting the fouth, I came on a large floor, at 
the entrance of which is a vacant fpace which reaches from one extremity of the building 
to the other, from eaft to weft, between apparently a portico or fhort ftreet of columns, 
of fuch prodigious dimenfions that one could fcarcely be clafped by three perfons. 
The chief of thefe are proftrate, no more than five and twenty (landing on their bafes, 
the number of them being much diminiflted fince the name of Chehil minar or forty 
pillars was given to this fuperb edifice, that number preemptively ftanding at the time 
it was given. Time, that great deftroyer, has fince then levelled fifteen, the bafts of 
which are yet to be dilcerned, and is daily undermining thofe which remain. The plan 
of them is as follows. In,the firfl place, at the entrance of this large porch, are two 
rows of columns which fill the whole breadth of the front of the edifice from eaft to 
weft, A little beyond, towards the fouth, is another empty fpace capable of having 
contained two other rows of columns, at proportionate diftance from each other. 
The middle contains fix rows of columns running from north to fouth, and two of th e 
whole breadth placed from eaft to weft, with two others oppofite to them which extern j 
vol, ix, p eaft ward* 
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eaftward to the mountain on the left, fo that the fix rows in the middle are enclofod on 
four fides ; the uiftance from one column to the other is twenty-fix feet. They 
are not all of fimilar dimenfions or elevation, fame being higher than the others, which 
makes me conceive that they did not ferve as fupport to a roof, particularly as there 
is not the flighted: veftige on the floor of any having fallen in- I conclude, therefore,, 
as it appears" to have had no roof, that this edifice cannot reafonably be imagined to 
have been a royal palace. Beyond thefe columns towards the foutb you come to a 
larre place fifty paces in length, where are two apartments, the one on the right hand 
fronting the plain, the other on the left towards the mountain. In the entrance of that 
on the right is a f'mall marble court: neither of them properly fpeaking are chambers,, 
but fquare open apartments without any roof and enclofed not by walls but door and 
windo w frames of marble, fo difpofed that each face of the fquare has a large door in the 
middle, and one finaller on each fide of it, or a fmall door in the middle with a large 
one on each fide, befides other openings fimilar to our trellis work and Venetian 
blinds. The plan of thefe fmall fquare places, full of doors and windows, lead one to 
imagine that they were formerly rooms, particularly as thofe of the Peril ans are con- 
ItruCted after the fame manner even at prefent; but the want of any dome or roof, or 
the trace of fuch having ever exifted, makes me incline to think otherwife; neither can 
I conceive it to have been a burial-place, as there is no tomb vifible nor any fign of in¬ 
terment. May it not, therefore, have been a temple in which prayers and facrifices 
were offered to the Gods under the canopy of heaven alone, as was ufual among many 
ancient nations, and is frill common with Mahometans. In the interval between one 
of thefe grand portals, in the middle of the front and the fmall ones on the fide, is the 
figure of a perfon of diftinction in a drefs which reaches to the ground, the robe being 
plaited from the waift downwards, and the fleeve large and flounced. He holds a 
itaffin his right hand either as a fupport or a fymbol of authority, and wears in his 
head one. of thofe round caps, flat on the top, which I have before defcribed, but with¬ 
out the ball above j his hair and beard are long, and his pofture denotes his intention 
of entering, his eyes and face being turned towards the fouth. Behind him is a fervant, 
bare-headed, and his hair fattened by a band; in one hand he holds a large umbrella 
over the head of his mailer, and in the other a flick curved at the end like the crozier 
of our bilhops, which he carries upright under the umbrella behind the head: if the 
firft figure be that of a King, this may reprefent a fceptre, or fome mark of diftinction, 
if it be a prieft j one of which I doubt not it is. In the other great portals, on the fides 
fronting the riling and fetting fun, are reprefentations of men wreflling, or fighting 
with lions, dreft in their long plaited robes like the other figures I have defcribed. At 
the back of this fquare inclofure, in another open fpace, which is paved, and feems to 
have been a fmall court, are two large pillars ereCi, with infcriptions on them, the cha¬ 
racters of which 1 was unable to decypher on account of their height from the ground. 
Beyond this court, I came to another, much larger, but of fimilar architecture, in a 
large vacant fpace built upon on the oppofite and not on the fame fide with the edifice, 
where was a figure of a man of quality with his umbrella exquifitely well represented, 
on one of the fupports of the great gate in the middle, the pofture of whofe body varied 
from the direction of the fight, that is to fay, while looking towards the north, as if 
going to the infide, his body fronted the fouth as if about to go out, whence it fhould 
feem that this was the. moll interior part of the building. Proceeding from this' en- 
ctofure continually towards the fouth, I came to another place ornamented with fix 
rows of columns grouped in a fquare, in the midft of which, under ground, that is to 
fay, under a pavement of large ftones, I difcovered a conduit of water. Each of 
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thefe columns was about four feet in diameter, and four breadths diftant from its next, 
with the appearance of a former portico or large wall of Hone, with windows all around 
them * this was the extremity of the edifice towards the fouth : beyond, nothing is 
vifible but pieces of mafonry and immenfe foundations which juft appear above the fur- 
face- I had forgot to mention, that at the firft entrance of the fecond bal 1 , which fuc- 
ceeds the fecond ftair-cafe towards the eaft, diftant from the foot of the mountain, and 
correfponding to the firft columns, there is another fquare enclofure of the fame form 
as the reft- It is entirely away from the building, and was originally contrived in all 
probability merely to fill up the void between it and tile mountain* 

We palled the whole of Thurfday, 14th October, under our tents and about the 
ruins of Chehil minar, whence I rode about a league on horfeback towards the north 
to fee fome ancient figures at the bottom of the mountains which furround the plain, 
called by the inhabitants Naklhi Roftan (the pictures of Roftan), conceiving them to 
be reprefentations of Roftan and foine of his memorable sdbons. This Roftan is 
an ancient, here highly celebrated by the Perfians for his prowefs and gallantry, who 
lived, as they fay, under the reigns of Cyrus and Cainbyfes, and the various regiments; 
and individuals who pride themfelves upon being called after his name fufficiently teftify 
that what is related of him is not wholly fabulous- Palling therefore through a town 
called Mehrchoufcon, the neareft to the Chehil minar, at a league beyond it, I arrived 
at the fpot. Here at the bottom of the mountain I faw a large fquare cut in a rock of 
hardeft ftone* In this pannel were various figures cut in relievo of gigantic ftature : 
one reprefen ted a Knight on horfeback dreft in long folded robes, his head covered 
with a cap fimilar to that I had noticed at the Chehil minar on the image of a perfon 
of diltinttion, who held in his left hand a club fuch as that given in our portraits of 
Hercules, and in the right a ring, which another Knight, dreft nearly like the firft, is 
endeavouring to wrench from him- The only difiererence between the drefs of the 
two Knights confifts in the latter having nothing on his head, and his hair hanging 
down of fome lengthy the horfes of both are clofe together- In another place, a 
Knight on horfeback, dreft like the firft, has his left hand placed on the guard of his 
fiivord, which is not curved like thofe of the Orientals of the prefent day, but ftraight 
and pointed like ours, while with the right fome what raifed and extended, he holds 
that of a man on foot, Handing upright before him- Behind this perfon is another, 
his head bare, who kneels before the horfe of the Knight- In another part, again, I 
faw certain matrons and young ladies of whom the inhabitants relate a number of fables, 
pointing out one as the miftrefs of the valiant Roftan. There are alfo many fepulchres 
cut in different placed in the rock. Adoredly no method more certain could be ufed 
to perpetuate the memory of an individual than by means of thefe figures, which, cut in 
the live rock, and fecured againft the injuries of time and the violence of man, bid fare 
to endure as long as the mountain itfelf. Diodorus relates that Semiramis, after cutting 
a perpendicular front in a rock near the fpot, where die caufed her immenfe garden to 
be planted in Media in order to commemorate in perpetuity the execution of this work, 
caufed her likenefs with thofe of her guards to be cut in it- Near the relievos I have 
deferibed, I faw in different parts certain works which bore evident marks of being 
fome ancient places of fepulture. In the firft place, two pedeftals, fquare, with the 
angles fomewhat ornamented, and a hole in the upper fur face to prefer ve the allies of the 
dead, if the Perfians were wont to bum carp fee; of which, however, I do not remember 
ever to have read. Thefe two pedeftals, which are but a litfte apart from each other, 
are not detached from the rock, but have been roughly chiefllcd out of it. On another 
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fide of the mountain, which is more perpendicular, even, and ftralght, looking like a 
‘wall, I perceived above feveral openings refembling windows, fome larger than others, 
and capable of holding a man. I cannot conceive what purpofe thefe can have ferved, 
unlefs as receptacles for the dead, according to Diodorus, who fays, that the ancient 
Kings of Perfia were buried in grottoes cut in the top of mountains, in which they were 
not defpofited by hands but by means of machines* Finally, in different places on 
the Hope of mountains, I faw representations cut on a perpendicular and very even 
front, and framed about by the ftone of the front, of a houfo with a door in the middle, 
and feveral columns on each fide fupportmg the architrave, frize, cornice and frontif- 
piece, according to all the rates of architecture and figures cut in thefromifpiece, which, 
however, from their being fo very much above me, 1 could not minutely diftinguifli. 
The fubje£t, however, appeared to be a man leading on a bow, one of the extremities 
of which was in his hand, and the other on the ground, with his eyes directed towards 
an altar, as if he was eidier about to offer up a facrifice or confult an oracle. Above 
thefe figures, thofe whofe fight was better than mine, told me they perceived among 
the relt a figure which appeared to them to be meant for the devil. This might pof- 
fibly be, and the perfonage be Jemlhid, or as fame call him, on account of his beauty, 
Chofhid, which in the ancient language of Perfia means the Tun, who reigned in Perfia, 
a long time before Cyrus the Great, and who is /till held in remembrance for having 
been a famous magician, having had power over malignant fpirirs, on which account 
the Perfians likewife call him Diubend or the devil’s link. The Perfian hiftorians re¬ 
late that this Prince caufed a number of ft at ue$ or effigies of himfelf to be made and 
diftributed all over the kingdom, with exprefs command for his fubjects to adore them* 
I fhould readily conceive that this might be Nebuchadnezzar, whofe dominion might 
poflibly have extended to fome parts of Perfia, were it not that Jem (hid Is of greater 
antiquity than either the Nebuehadnezzars, Daniel, Judith, or even Shalmanafar. The 
gates cut in the reprefentation are fhort at the top, are formed of the fame live rock 
with the reft, and are about a third part open at the bottom, wide enough to allow of 
entrance, by ftooping, to the interior, which is empty. And, as there are two fimilar 
reprefentations of like architecture in fhe mountains of Chehil-minar, into one of which 
admifiion is eafy on account of the afeent up the rock not being fo fliarp nor equally 
perpendicular, I entered it the evening before I vifited the ruins. The account given 
by Diodorus of the fepulchres of the Kings, I found exactly correfpond with my ob- 
fervations ; thefe are, as he deferibes them, cur in the body of the mountain, of a 
fquare figure, higher than the ftature of a man, and with three large niches. In the 
middle of this grotto I law a long ft one lying on the ground feated acrofs the middle, 
which poflibly might be the place of the tomb, if the niches were not. In thefe, I* faw 
other large ftones badly polilhed, the ufe of which I was unable to conjecture. Thefe 
niches are much deeper than the reft of the cavern j and the channel that I faw on the 
out fide cut in the rock, which fee ms to be a conduit for water, made me judge that they 
might be refervoirs, yet of what utility could water be in fuch places ? I faw likewife 
under the mountains a large fquare chamber, fome what elevated in form of a tower 
built of marble, and enclofedon all fides with only one door at the top, in an almoft 
inacceflible fpot, which I conjectured, was alfo a fepulchre, Thefe buildings, cut in 
the rock, and erefled at the foot of the mountains, make me imagine, firft, that the 
city filled the whole of the plain, and fecondly, that its inhabitants did not poffefs the 
ingenuity requifite for tranfporting large ftones to any diftance, as the moft fuperb build¬ 
ings and moft excellent fculpture are either on the mountain kfeif or at his foot; 
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unlefs, indeed, the planners were actuated by a defire particularly with refpeft to the 
figures of making them laft for ever; and preferve them in better condition th in by any 
other means could be done. 

After two days’examination of and refle&ion on the curiofities I have deferibed, on 
Thurfday three hours after funfet we left Chehil-tninar after flipper, and proceeded 
towards the city of Shiraz, the capital of the province of Farfiftan, and the chief refi-o 
dence of the governor ImancuH Khan. By the neared road Shiraz is ten leagues 
diftanr. but on account of-a bridge being broken down which laid on our way, we 
were obliged to go two leagues about to crofs the Kur, by another bridge, Culla 
Bend Emir, two leagues from Chehil-minar. We travelled all night long, wan¬ 
dering about on each fide, on account of the abfence of the moon, and the whole 
of thefe plains, which are lowed with rice and other grain, being watered and inter- 
fefted by a number of final 1 rivulets, of which we had to feek the fords: at length, on 
Friday morning, a little before day, we paffed the bridge of Bend Emir. After eroding 
the river, we lounded a mountain which we kept on our left for fame time, and 
defending a pretty deep valley, at length arrived at a village called Zercon, only fix 
leagues diftant from Chehil-minar, although by our wandering we had journeyed 
much more. Here we refted in a houfe, the malter of which afforded ns great accom¬ 
modation. At the fecond or third hour of the night we mounted our horfes anew, 
and rode onward till funrife, by which time we reached the gardens of Shiraz, on 
Saturday, 6th of October. Shiraz is fituated in a finall plain, entirely furrounded by . 
hills- On entering it by a narrow pafs between the mountains, we rode beneath a 
large arch ornamented on the fides by different figures of lions and other animals, and 
having a number of inferiptions by various hands. This arch goes over the whole road 
and joins one mountain to the other. It has, in confequence, obtained t'ie name of 
Tenghel Ekbar, or the pals of the Molt High. On leaving this pafs, we entered 
upon a long, broad, and ipacious caufeway, adorned by gardens on each fide, 
and embellidied by a number of buildings, which form the chief ornament of Shiraz. 
We were much delighted with the profpecd about us, but our pleafure was increafed 
on reaching, midway to the city, the margin of a large canal eighty-three paces in 
length, by fifty in breadth, the water in which was level with the furface of the ground. 
The canal was divided by the road, which here has walls on each fide of it, with arches 
on them, allowing a view of the water. Hence we continued our way as ftraight as a 
line to the city. A little beyond the canal we perceived a fmall and ancient niofque, 
fomewhat away from the road on the left, called from a perfon who filled that office, 
by whom it was built and who was buried there, the mo'que of the Calanter. Near 
this place is the muffele, or place where public prayers are read, on a ftream 
of clear water, which runs from the canal, and which is covered and (haded by large 
green leafy trees, whofe agreeable fituation induced us to unload our baggage here and 
reft ourl’elves till we could hire a houfe in the city to fuit us. This having effected, we 
entered the city by the bandfome caufeway, paffing through the middle of the meidan, 
or public fquare, which is rather without the walls, and is a favourite place of refort 
for the gay, as well as over an elegant ftone bridge, not over a river but a ravine 
through which, in the winter, or after rain, the water flows, which rulhes in torrents 
from the neighbouring mountain. After palling the gates, we came to a long ftraight 
ftreet, at the end ot which we found a large bazar or market, vaulted over according 
to the cuftom of the country, furniihed with fliops all round, and on one fide of it we 
took up our abode, in a houfe that had been got ready for us belonging to one Huffein 
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Bey, a native of Bagdat, but who, from in-ancy, had lived in Perfia, where he had a 
wife and children. 

We had no intention of making any long flay in this city, but Amply to red here 
awhile- Wherefore, we had fcarcely arrived ere we began feeking for new mule¬ 
teers to take us forward, as thofe which had brought us to Shiraz were engaged to go 
no farther. While, therefore, our baggage was loading, I employed my fed in examin¬ 
ing every thing remarkable. 

This city is large, and one of the beft and molt populous in the empire. It is not, 
however, of any great antiquity, as is eafily perceived by the inferiptions about it, its 
architecture, and other indices, which plainly fhew it to be a work ol the Mahometans, 
who are incurious architects. In fhort, it contains within its walls nothing that is ele¬ 
gant, nor can boaft of any thing whatfoever that is extraordinary. Its ftreets for the 
inoft part are narrow, crooked, badly paved, the houfes badly built. The palace of 
the khan is not far diftant from the houfe where we were lodged, and fronting a large 
fquare. It isinclofed by walls, with vaulted galleries around, which have a good effeCt. 
Oppofite to the gate of the caffle, at the entrance of this large fquare, is a final I 
houfe, whence every evening nmfic is given as in Hifpahan, and whither the officers 
belonging to the Khan repair to pay their court according to the general cu/lom of 
the Pcrfians. In another neighbouring iquare is a public college for education, newly 
built, called Medriffe, the handfomeft and mofl fiourifhing of any in the kingdom. 
This new ftruflore is erected on the fpot w here criminals formerly were executed, and in 
a fmall vacancy in front of it mountebanks ereCt their ft ages to divert the people. 
There is another fquare, the moll fpacious of any in Hifpahan, called the bazar or 
horfe-market, in which is a royal palace and a large garden, and this undoubtedly is 
the moll elegant and fuperb houfe in the city, where the Englifh dwell, fotne of them 
being conflantly here for the regulation of their affairs. Near the palace of the Khan, 
below the fmall houfe, whence mufic is given to the public, is another covered market, 
the bell fancied and moll handfomely boiit of any in the city. Of all the numerous 
mofques, I faw but one deferring notice, lately built by one Aga-riza, a rich Mahome¬ 
tan from India, who carried on an immenfe trade in Perfia, particularly with Shiraz. 
Finally, the laft thing which I law deferring notice was an animal (a hysena), called by 
the Persians caftar, as ftrong as a large maftiff, but which had not grown to its full 
lize. It was of the colour, form , and appearance of a tiger, but had the muzzle of a 
hog. I am told that it will eat human fieffi, and to obtain it makes its way to the tombs 
it finds in the country, for the carcafcs they contain. 

Having nothing more to write of to you refpeflring Shiraz, I ffiall finifh this with an 
account of my affairs and family, premifing that all of us enjoy good health, and that 
our travels have hitherto been pleafant. For rnyfelf I have recovered my ftrength 
and appetite to fuch a degree, that I can occafionally eat a large fowl for my breakiaft. 
The little time we flayed in this city did not allow us to make any acquaintance. One 
Armenian Chriftian alone, out of refpedt to the mafter of our houfe, came to viflt us, 
and Ihewed us great civility. To-morrow we mean to depart. With my mo ft humble 
fervice which I proffer to yourfelf, I beg you to prefent my beft refpeds to all our 
friends at Naples, 
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LETTER XVI. 

From the Gardens of Shiraz, ijih July 1611, 

IF 1 l^ave fuffered nine months to elapfe without writing to you, attribute it not to 
fault in me or forgetfulnefs,— no, your image is too deeply engraven on my mind to 
allow of time effacing it: 1 have met with a misfortune, weighed againft which, every 
other calamity were light, —— I have loft my dear wife, Madame Maani, _w hofe life was 
my only bleffing, whofe death makes life a burthen. You will moft likely have heard of 
my lofs by means of the Carmelites, who, no doubt, will have communicated the event 
to Rome. I am ready to imagine that your commiferation will have been deeply 
excited, and that although you know her but by her fair report, you will much have 
lamented the premature death of fuch a perfon, and in whofe efteem you held fo high a 
place. However, it is pad; it was the will of God, and file, I hope, in heaven, reaps 
the harveft of her worth: for me, in this vale of mifery, deprived of my dear partner, 
I wander about a wretched inftance of human calamity. I have travelled about a great 
deal, in great meafure without other object than to feek a remedy for the wound I have 

On tfie 2 2d October, lad year, all of us being in perfea health, we left the city of 
Shiraz by the fame gate at which we entered, with defign of taking the road to 
Ormuz; and in order to prepare for our departure with lefs embarraffment, we pitched 
our tents near the mofque of the C-alanter, on the banks of the canal, where I am at 
prefent. We hired for our journey fome excellent camels, as well for the tranl'port of 
our luggage as to carry our litters; and on Sunday, the 241I1 of October, every thing 
being ready, as night began we quitted our ftation, and turning our backs on Shiraz, 
proceeded towards our deftination nearly in a fouthern direction. After travelling 
three leagues, we pafled a bridge over a ravine, through which flew occafior.ally the 
torrents which gufli from the mountains, but which when we pafled was dry. A little 
beyond the bridge is a earavanferai, which, although entire, is without inhabitants, as 
well as a ruinated caftle in the neighbourhood, owing to the want of water. Here the 
road divides; that on the right hand, which is the moll frequented, leading to Lar, the 
moft eaftern and leaft beaten going to Pafla, which is that we took, it being a left dan¬ 
gerous road to travel in time of war. As, however, there was no place where we could 
lodge except at a confrderable diftance, we unloaded our camels in a handibme plain 
out of the high road, where we (topped the remainder of the night, and almoft all the 
following day, which was the fecond of bur journey. Two hours before night-fall we 
departed hence, and continued travelling till day-break between two long mountains 
and two floping hills; beyond them, near the foot of one of which on the right, the 
road runs ; the other being at fome diftance on the left, in a large plain almoft entirely 
white and covered with fait. At length, after journeying four leagues, we arrived at 
a place called Jiganli, where, on the. banks of a rivulet of good water, we faw a few 
houfes, inhabited by Turkmans, and a race of people called Behi, who, by means of 
the water of this ftreatn, fertilize their fields and cultivate cotton. We left Jiganli two 
hours before firnfet on Tuefday, and travelling fix leagues during the night, halted r.t 
a large town called Selviftan, or the cypreft plantation, on account of the number of 
tliefe trees growing there, which, however, was formerly much greater. Without the 
town is ihbtomb of a certain Sheik, Ifuf, held in veneration by the Mahometans, near 
which we pitched our tents. This town of Selviftan, and feveral others around, not- 
ivithftanding they be inclofed by the territories under the government of Imanculi 
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Khan, of Shiraz, are not dependent on him, but on Nadir Khan, who holds them di- 
re&ly from the King, About an hour before the fall of night we continued our way, 
travelling over very pleafant hillocks covered with thofe final 1 trees called chaclacuchi 
by the Perfians, and others of various kinds. Behind us we left a caravanferai at which 
caravans are wont to reft, when, felicitous of getting forward, journeying altogether 
five leagues and a half, and halting two hours before funrife, repofmg with our beafls 
under a large tree of chaclacuchi, in an open country inclofed by mountains, without 
any covering but the fky. We remained the whole of Thurfday under this chaclacuchi, 
which was a male tree that did not produce fruit, but only large grains refembling thofe 
of the laurel, which grow, five or fix in a groupe, on the edges of its leaves, vaulted, and 
curved like a bow ; and in thefe grains final! flies are engendered. In other refpefts, 
thefe chaclacuchi rtfemble the female trees, of which I have previoufly given you a 
deferiprioru Here I muft obferye, that there prevails univerfally in Perfia a practice of 
diftiiiguifhing a difference of fex not only in trees and plants, as is the cafe in fame 
inftances with us, but alfo in every thing elfe, as well natural, fuch as vegetables, meat, 
fruit, and the like, as artificial, fuch as flax, filk, cotton, and even in the elements, as 
in water and air ; calling male, as related by Seneca to have been ufual with the Egyptians, 
that of its kind which is the ftrongeftand molt robufl,and that on the contrary the inofl ten¬ 
der and delicate, the female; thus, according to their philofophy and obfervadons, which are 
far from bad, they judge to what ufe each fex is adapted. For example, female water 
is better for drinking and more falubrious than male, being more delicate, and parti¬ 
cularly fo for per fans of handfome complexion ; of fame animals, the fiefli of tile male 
is fuperlor to that of the female for perfons of a ftrong flomach, poileffing more fub- 
ftance ; and, on the contrary, that of the female for perfons of weak habit, being mod 
eafy of digdlion. Male air is fittteft for the breathing of men of robull make, 
female air for children, and thus of other things. This I have deemed a matter curious 
enough to make public. 

Thurfday, two hours before night, we left our covert to travel in the dark, among 
hillocks covered with the fame description of trees laft-mentioned, and, after fix leagues, 
arrived on the territory of the great Paffa. Here we arrived at two o*dock in the 
morning, and trod upon the remains of the ancient Paffagarda, which, according to 
Pliny and Quintus Curdus, was the place of fepulture of Cyrus the Great. On coming 
to this fpot, on one fide is an old cyprefs tree, the handfomefl: and larged I ever 
beheld, whofe trunk alone, which fpreads into various large branches, is of fuch prodi¬ 
gious fize that five men together cannot clafp it, and whofe branches fpread from their 
trunk at leaf! five-and-twenty of my feet. Its height is proprotionate to its fize, al though 
it does not terminate in a point like the generality of cyprefles, Its dimenfion is a proof 
of its antiquity, and the caufe of the reverence Jliewn it by the Mahometans. From a 
finall item of one of its branches runs a certain fluid, which is a kind of gum that the 
Perfians, particularly the ignorant among them, look upoa as miraculous blood, feeing 
it exudes on every Friday, which with them is a holy and facred day. And in a large 
hole in the middle of the trunk, capable of containing two perfons, they areaccuftnnuxl 
to light candles as in an auguft and venerable place, according to their ufage of holding 
large an d ancient trees in cltceru, deeming them the retreat of the fouls of the bldL 
On this account they call them pir, which fignifies an old man in Perftan, and in 
Arabic fiveik or iman. "Phis veneration of the Mahometans for large and ancient trees 
is, no doubt, a remnant of Paganifm* as fuch were in high efiimation among the 
Gentiles, 
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On the following day, upon advancing farther into the territory of Paffiigarda, I dif- 
tinguifhed little remarkable but palm trees, which are oat found in the other provinces 
of Perfia. I faw, moreover, a great quantity of orange trees and double narciffi, which 
clfewhere would be efteemed a rarity in the month of October. We did not quit the 
territory of Pafia fill after the fir 11 hour of the night, and on leaving it came to two 
roads, one of them leading to Lar, which we left on the right, the other, which we took, 
towards the call. This being lefs frequented, we wandered from, regaining it with 
difficulty after a five leagues' ride, when we reached a town by day-light, called com¬ 
monly by the people of the neighbourhood Timariftan or, for abbreviation's fake, Temif* 
tan • a little below which place we unloaded our baggage, as well to eafe our animals as 
reft ourfelves. Here our wheat bread became fcarce, the inhabitants of the towns 
towards the fea ufing none but barley m f advifed of which, we had laid in aftockfufficient 
to laft us at leaft for fcveral days* Night beginning to diffufe irs cool occafioned us to 
leave Temiftan, to travel by rugged defcents, which gave us a great deal of trouble, 
till more than three hours after fun-rife the next day, which was Sunday the 31ft of 
OSober* In the night we had travelled eight leagues, and difmoanted at a town, con- 
■ filling of about thirty houfes or huts, built in the midft of a large plantation of palm and 
date trees, and called Zizevan. An hour after fun-fet we continued our journey for 
five leagues in the dark, palling through feveral hamlets with much inconvenience, on 
account of the rivulets full of water which crofted the road, without any bridges over 
them, and which our camels found great difficulty in fording* Faffing through thefe 
hamlets we left behind us the city of Darabghierd, w hich (till retains the name of Darius, 
who is the founder, and which is the chief refidence of Shemfeddin Khan, who is gover¬ 
nor of feveral towns in the neighbourhood, which he holds direct of the King, as well as 
his command over a number of foldiers* He is called a cazaque. On Monday the ift 
of November we halted at noon under fome date trees, at the entrance of a large town 
called Dekair (that is fo fay, good town), the hou/es of which are not joined to each 
other, but feparated by intervals, being mixed in a wood of palm trees, the fruit of 
which, with barley bread, ferves as food for the inhabitants. In the evening a large 
company of ladies from the town, who had been into the country, according to the 
cuflom of the Mahometans, to pray at the tombs of their anceftors, came to our tents, 
where accidentally I was alone, entering them with great familiarity and without invitation, 
with their veils up and their face uncovered, which is very unufual among the Maho¬ 
metans, eating with avidity of my wheaten bread, which to them was a delicacy, and 
converfing with much "freedom. We remained here till the, following Tuefday, not 
leaving the place till an hour before night-fall, receiving in courfe of the day a fecond 
vifit from thefe ladies, for whom Madame Maani ferved up a collation which to them 
muff have appeared both ample and fuperb; after which we travelled three leagues 
through a defert country, reaching by midnight the banks of a running ftream, 
where we halted under an old wail in this vaft folitude, called Moghokiel, and where 
at day-break I pitched my tents near a pond whence the rivulet flowed, and whither 
the cattle of the neighbourhood refert to drink* This place we left an hour and a half 
before fun-fet, and after journeying three leagues relied at midnight under large 
giz trees, about which were a quantity of myrtles and running water, half a league 
before the Tepulchre of their Imanzade, a little beyond* On Thurfday, in the evening, 
we left this place, and travelled through a pais between low bui very fteep mountains, 
like walls on each fide ; at the entrance of which is a ruinated caftle, built for its defence 
at a time when the country was not under the domination of Perfia, but that of a particu¬ 
lar Prince, Khan of Lar, at whofe deceafe the Sovereign of Perfia made himfelr mafter 
vol* ix* q of 
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of bis dominions, and deftroyed the fortifications which guarded the pafs* On Friday 
by day-break, after having journeyed five leagues, we reached a large town of two 
thmifand houfes, badly conftru&ed, and confufedly built among palm trees called purg, 
but written furg, where we difinounted, and unloaded our camels in a convenient fpot 
at a diilance from the buildings. We refumed our journey an hour before fun-fet, 
and after two leagues ridings being apprehenfive of having milled our road, and fearful 
of lofihg ourfelves in thefe deferts, we waited till the moon or day fhould light us on our 
way. It wanted but an hour to dawn when we recommenced our journey, at firft by 
favour of the moon and afterwards the fun, travelling for five leagues through difficult 
pafies, keeping the mountains on the left, which we had occafionally to afcend and at 
others to go down. In the morning we found ourfelves in a very narrow pafs j at 
length, towards evening, we reached a wood of palm trees in a valley at the foot of the 
mountains, in front of a town called Tafcut or Tafcivit, The moon riling about mid¬ 
night, we continued our courfe for five leagues by a very even road, keeping almoft 
always on our left this long chain of mountains, and another at a greater diftance on 
our right, till we arrived at a final! village of <ten or a dozen houfes, near which we 
halted about noon in a final I wood of palm trees, to take repofe under a large tree of a 
fpecies I had not feen before, called by the Arabs, nebe, by the Perfians, konar. It yields 
a frnall fruit with a kernel, refembling our cherries but ripening fooner, of a yellowifii 
colour inclining to red, and of no unpleafant tafte, It pofleiTes, moreover, this property, 
that its leaves, reduced to powder and foaked in water, produce a lather, and ferve 
inftead of foap, and is the only thing ufed by the ladies of the country for wafiiing their 
faces. We took with us a bag of it to fhew in Italy, as it will keep any length of 
time. After minutely examining the fruit and leaves of the tree, I recollected that in 
a handfome and large vineyard belonging to my uncles, the Alberini, at Rome, there are 
two large trees by the fide of a fountain, of the fame fpecies, which conftantly preferve 
their verdure, and are the only ones of their kind at Rome. The little village of Seid 
Geuder, where we took up our abode, is dependent on the large town of Tarom, called 
by feme a city, on account of its being the chief of feveral neighbouring towns, although 
at prefent in a very runious ftate. We did not chcofe, for reafons that we had, to go 
thither ourfelves, but fent our people for provifions; who brought us back intelligence 
that the Porcuguefe bad put to death a great number of Kizilbalhi, and fet many places 
on fire belonging to the Perfians on the fea fliore. The inhabitants of Tarom did not 
"appear to be very forry for this, on account of having been vaflals and much attached to the 
deceafed Prince of Lar, now ill treated by theKizilbafhi, and never well inclined to the 
King of Perfia or his empire. This rupture, which was the beginning of open war be¬ 
tween the Perfians and Portuguefe, was not very agreeable to me on account of the 
obftacles I forefaw it would throw in the way of mv travels. The whole country about 
Tarom, as well as its proper territory, is entirely covered with palm trees, under which, 
as well as through the remainder of the country, they fow an abundance of cotton as 
well as other feed. As for wheaten flour, it is not to be met with, except in large towns, 
where it is eaten by the rich alone; the chief food of the inhabitants being dates, in 
which article they carry on a confiderable trade. The chief part of the population is 
very poor and wretched. Here, for the firft time, I noticed the flioes or rather fandals 
worn by the people being made of woven palm leaves, of which the foie is made tole¬ 
rably thick, the upper part confifting only of two firings interwoven with fimilar leaves, 
which clafp the foot pretty tight, and join in the middle towards the point, which they 
pafs between the great toe, and thus keep the firndal firm on the foot. Among the vil¬ 
lages on the fea fide this fort of fandal is in general ufc. A pair of them 1 have bought 
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Vo flicw as a curioflty in Italy. I made, likewife, another observation, which was, that 
the drefsof tbefe villagers, except the hair of the head, which, as with ail Mahometans, 
is (horn and covered with a fraall turban or one of their little pointed caps, perfectly 
refembles that of the figures of low condition which I had noticed at Chehil-minar. 

To continue the courie of our journey : as we arrived rather late on Sunday the 7th 
of November at our halting place, we did not leave Seid Geuder the next day, on 
account of the heat becoming l'o extreme, that notwithftanding it was one of the coldelt 
months of the year, for coolnefs fake I ftripped to my fliirt, as I had been accuftomed 
to do in Hifpahan in the midft of fummer. The nights, indeed, were fomewhat cool, 
and fliewed us the difference of the feafon. From this llage we did not fet out till Mon¬ 
day at midnight, and in the interval fent to Tarom for barley-meal and chopped ftraw 
for our camels, which unlike thofe of the Arabs require fubftantial food, and are not 
fatisfied with grafs j we likewife furniftied ourfelves with other provifions which might 
be requifite on our journey, with which we traverfeda large plain from one extremity 
to the other ; and after paffmg a ftnall river which croffes the road, the water of which 
is faltifli, and which, on that account, has obtained the appellation of Abffiur, or fait 
water, we reached on the following Tuefday two or three hours before noon a fmall 
hamlet of ten or twelve houfes, well fliaded with trees, called Pelengon, that is to fay, 
the panthers, pofiibly from thofe animals being found in its neighbourhood. Befides 
the giez, which l had frequently feenin other places, I remarked among thofe trees a 
plant unknown to me, called by the natives charg. It is a Ihrub which grows to a great 
height, and from the root throws out around feveral fmall branches, or rather fucklers, 
covered with large thick oval leaves, cottony, and full of a kind of milk, ask the whole 
of the plant j which milk is of fucli a malign nature, according to the relations of the 
people of the country, as to blind upon its being rubbed on the eyes. Its leaves grow 
in pairs, one oppofite to the other, in fuch quantity that the whole branch is covered 
with them to its tip, in fquares, and pointing four different ways. At the extremity of 
thefe final! branches grows a Jiandfome duffer of flowers of a white colour, dulkyifh 
without, and within of a reddiih violet, refembling the columbine. This Ihrub produces 
no fruit fit to eat; I am, however, inclined to believe it poffeffes medical virtues, as the 
people of the country apply the leaves with l'uccefs to bruifes. They likewife eat a 
fmall feed growing in the middle of the flower, and poffeffing the quality of the poppy, 
which they have been for foine time accuftomed to eat daily, in common with moft of the 
Perfians, in fuch quantity that it is furprifmg it lhould not kill them, fome eating as much 
opium as would equal a walnut in fize. They are of opinion that it is good for their health, 
and relieves thefpirits, making them forget all care; this it actually does, feeing it poffeffes 
a great ftupifying quality. However, they are fo greatly addicted to the ufe of it, that 
it cannot be difpenfed with; it being to them the greateft puniflunent to be obliged to 
abftain from it a Angle day. Thofe who endeavour to break themfelves of the ufe of it, 
cannot do this but by taking in its ftead an immoderate quantity of wine or other intoxi¬ 
cating liquors, and even'then feel themfelves unealy without it. In the town of Gelen- 
gon, we found a rabdari, or keeper of the highroads. He was captain of a company 
whofe rendezvous was at another place, two leagues beyond. He examined our bag¬ 
gage, but in the moft obliging manner poflible, not opening otu* trunks or packages, and 
was fatisfied with a fmall tax, which was his due, amounting to four abbaflins, equal to 
four Roman teftoons. For this fmall tribute he not only let us pafs, but moreover fent 
a man forward to efcort us part of the way, and direct us on our road. In this you have 
an inftance of the lightnefs of thetaxes in Perfia; in recompence andfor this trifling exac¬ 
tion, alfo, they are obliged to keep the way free from thieves;,--and, il any thiiig be loft cr 
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ftolen, are obliged to make it good to the owner out of their own purfe. When, we 
began our journey night had already fet in two hours, and we had gone two leagues 
when we reached the office of the rabdari; when, as the moon was not yet rifen, and 
our road, which laid through the mountains, was difficult and unpleafant, we halted at 
the entrance of this pafs, at a fpot called Dertenghi-chebar-rud, or the narrow gate of 
the four rivers, on account of its being the paffage in time of rains through which four 
torrents* which gufh from various parts of the mountains, difcharge their waters* 
When we paffed it was only a fmall rivulet, which is never dry. This name of Derteng, 
or narrow gate, is common in Perfia to other fimilar paffages between mountains. One, 
among others, I faw on the confines of Perfia, on the great road from Bagdad, of the 
fame name; the Perfians thus imitating the Latins, who, with the fame meaning, give 
fimilar names, fuch as the Portae Cafpise, Porte Caucafiae, Porte Cilicioe, &c. 
When we entered this narrow pafs, in the bed of one of the torrents, we had two hours 
of daylight before us, and kept the river continually on our right till we arrived at a 
fmall rivulet of fak water, which we found running by the fide of the bed of the tor¬ 
rent between the mountains, and on its banks a number of plants with long narrow 
leaves, the fruit or feed of which grows in a pod of fome length, almoft like that of the 
caffia, but not fo thick. The people of the neighbourhood maintain that this plant is 
venomous; in Perfia it is called char zabre, or aftes* poifon 5 poffibly it is the fame with 
the oleander, fo common with us : as, however, I am a novice in botany, I cannot judge 
in this initance any more than in that of various other plants and ffirubs which I faw 
without knowing what they were. At length, after travelling no more than two 
leagues, the fun having nearly reached its meridian, we found the heat fo exceffive that 
it obliged us to bait on a fpot where travellers are ufed to ftop, under the {hade of a 
large gicz tree, called giez mir azard, on account of Mir Azard, a notorious robber, 
having been {lain here* An hour before night-fall we continued our journey, travelling 
throughout the night by a bad road and difficult pafles, ftill among the mountains and 
in the bed of the torrent. On Thurfday by an hour after day, having jouraied four 
leagues, we refted at the fide of a pond banked in, which the people of the country 
keep as a refervoir for the fupply of the neighbourhood, as far as to a town pretty dis¬ 
tant, called Gtihne, where I remarked another tree covered with thorns, which bears 
no fruit but only leaves, which are eaten by cattle j it is called by the inhabitants kabur. 
I took it for an acacia, fuch as I had feen in Arabia Petrea, which yields the gum ara¬ 
ble, although when I faw that in Arabia its leaves were much fmaller than thole of this 
tree* The Perfians are at no pains in collecting the gum of the kahur, poffibly from 
their ignorance of its value. At night fail we recommenced our courfe, and after three 
or four leagues over an even and plea fan t road between the mountains refted two 
hours before day under a tree, near fome falrifh water, the only which we could obtain 
that was good in a place called Curi-hazi-gon, or the merchants’ tomb. A little after 
fuafet we remounted our camels, and after travelling about four leagues on a road not 
fo agreeable as the laft, yet not very bad, flilt among the mountains, we came to a wood 
of palm trees, where were fome huts which people inhabit at the time of gathering the 
fruit, a little before dawn on Saturday. Here we met with a fpring of freftt water* 
The rams of the place is Ser Zebi-rizevon. At funfet we left this place, after regaling 
and fully fatisfying fome other rabdaris who dwell here. The following Sunday, after 
travelling four leagues by a much lefs tirefome road than the preceding, although not 
very excellent, we difmounted an hour before day light at a fpot which is one of the 
quarters of fome rabdaris belonging to the band we met with the day before. We ihewed 
them a paper figned by their comrades, with which they were content; and as this 
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place was inhabited by rabdaris alone, and afforded neither convenience for Seeping nor 
provifions, we travelled two leagues farther on, by a level road, keeping conftantly the 
mountains in fight on both Tides of us, and after fix leagues travelling, three hours 
after funrife in the morning, we relied ourfelves on the banks of a llream or trelh 
water, called Abi Dunger, the extremity of the principality of Lar, and the trontiers 
of the country which belonged to the King of Ormus, before his country was wretted 
from him. On the fun fetting we refumed our journey, and Ihortly came to a lmall 
river of fait water, called by the villagers in their language Rud Shind, or the fait rivu¬ 
let. After paffmg this rivulet we continued our road to the firll town, called Chuchiu- 
lulion, which we entered on Monday, the 15th of November, 'l'his is a town con- 
fifting of more than forty houfes, away from each other in a wood of palm and other 
trees; This town is the firll of the province of Moghodan, or the country of palms. 
Here the heat is fo great that, notwith (landing it be the middle of November, I fleep in 
the open air without any canopy whatfoever, and in my (hirt, without fuffering any 
inconvenience from this indulgence. I fee little boys, the children of the poor, run 
about at this feafon entirely naked, fave a band of linen to conceal their diftinaion ot 
fex: and thofe even in fuperior circumfiances wear limply the lighted drefs imaginable j 
the women, in general, wear only a (hifr, which covers half the arms and the body 
to the waid, and from the waid downwards -wrap themfelves round with a large piece 
of filk or cotton of different colours, which breadthwife reaches to the feet, and is long 
enough to wrap round the body twice, but altogether is not of more confidence than a 
petticoat. On their feet they wear fandals of plantain leaves, but no dockings, rheir 
head-drefs is a piece of filk or cloth, funilar to that worn round the lower part of their 
body but fmaller, which, thrown over the head, hangs down in part on the moulders 
behind, and falls over the face after the manner of the Perfians. On their arms they 
wear a number of bracelets from the wrift to the elbows^ which are not covered by the 
fieeves of the /Ii ift, and fimilar ornaments round their legs. Ihefe are made of dif¬ 
ferent metals ; draw which looks like gold, amber, crydal, and the like, and are com- 
pofed of fmall round flat pieces joined together. All of them, likewife, the rich as well 
as the poor, wear pendant from the nofe, not large rings as is common with the Arabs, 
nor fmall neat ones on the fide, as is ufual with the Perfians, but a piece of gold, either 
plain, enamelled, or fet with precious dones,of arhoniboidal figure, rather narrow, and 
fomewhat tefs long than their nofe, which hangs fomewhat on one fide. Owing to the 
exceflive heat of the fun the people are of an extreme dark complexion, but have very 
regular features, and are well made. We had intention of embarking fecretly at 
Bifnderi-defer, but we learnt that the Portuguefe had landed there and dedroyed the 
place, fo that we gave up all hope of reaching Ormuz, from that port particularly, as 
the Khan had prohibited all intercourfe between the (bore and the ifland ; that in con- 
fequencc all the craft had been drawn on the drand, and that military were Rationed at 
all the places whither veffels were accudomed to refort, to prevent their landing. r i he 
intelligence which we received at Chuchiululion determined our waiting there for an 
opportunity of taking water unperceived. The chief of the town informed us, 1 hat 
barks frequently came to different fpots whicb were not guarded, to procure provender 
for their camels, and that our only means of getting away would be by one of thefe; we 
in confequence promifed him a handfonie reward if he would affid us, which induced 
him to fend his brother and another perfon to watch for any boat which might arrive; 
for, notwithdanding the imerdifl of the King, the inhabitants of this part, who carry on 
a confiderable traffic with thofe of Ormuz, beneficial to each, dill maintain correfpon- 
dence. Two perfons were deputed on this errand, in cafe of finding a bark that one 
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might remain, while the other fhould return to us with advice of where it was. On-the 
16th of November thefe two men departed at night, and we remained at Chuchiululion, 
retaining the camels we had hired. 

In the meantime we fwam in joy; Madame Maani, who paffionately defired to have 
a child, communicated to me the pleafing intelligence of her being pregnant, and fancy 
pictured the happinels I fhould find when, after terminating my travels, I fhould at 
length reach Italy and home. Our joy, however, was fotnewhat damped upon the 
return of our meffengers with an account that there was no likelihood of any more 
boats venturing on fliore. 

We waited yet fome time at Chuchiululion, till apprehenfive of caufing uneafinefs to 
the chief of the town, and under {landing that the Sheheriari, which is the title of the 
governor of Moghoflan, dependent on the Khan of Shiraz, was every day expected to 
pafs, from whom I might meet with impediment, l refolved on leaving that town and 
retiring to a place of fafety, in cafe of the paffage being flopped. Tf earing, therefore, 
that the Englifh caravan with filk had taken refuge in Mina, the capital.of Moghoflan, 
not to be expofed to the attacks of the Portuguese by their venturing unprotected near 
the coaft, we bent our way thither. After travelling five leagues on the road we came 
to a village of huts, built among palm-trees, called Puzrach, where we arrived in the 
morning two or three hours before day, leaving it again an hour before night-fall; and 
on Friday the 3d of December, having journeyed four leagues, we reached the fmall 
fortrefs of Mina, built on a hill, under which is a village of huts in a wood of palms, 
where we unloaded our camels, and took repofe beneath the trees, waiting for funrife, 
to feek where the Englifh were lodged. 

At break of day we learned that thefe gentlemen were lodged in a large houie in the 
neighbourhood, which had a garden attached to it, and was the palace of the Khan of 
Shiraz. We fent thitherto enquire for their interpreter Jacob, who formerly lived 
with me, and who acquainting the Englifh with our arrival, they deputed to me Mr. 
Robert GifFord, an old friend of mine, and a Catholic, with offers of fervice from their 
chief, prevented by indifpofition from waiting on me himfelf. He informed ine at the 
fame time, that all hope of paffing to Ormuz through their means was vain, as the orders 
of the King were fo ftri& that a bird was not fuffered to go thither, much lefs a boat; that, 
however, if I chofe to wait till the termination of the invefliture of Ormuz by its capitula¬ 
tion, or a peace, which might foon follow the arrival of the Englifh fhips of war, then ex* 
peeled, they would ufe all their influence in getting me a pafl’age to fome port of Arabia j 
if not direct to the fettlements of the Portugueze, at leaft to thofe of their neighbours 
and friends: and that finally, as a lafl refource, they would take me to Surat in India, 
whence I might either proceed with them to England, or travel thence by land 
to Goa. Seeing no remedy, therefore, I was conftrained to abide at Mina, where, with 
permiffion from the Englifh, in order to be more comfortable, I built myfelf a large 
houfe, after the manner of the country, of branches of palm interwoven, as our fmall 
tents were not proof againfl the rain, which fell unexpe&edly on the two preceding 
nights, and in fuch abundance as to wet every thing beneath them, and oblige Madame 
Maani to fly in her fhift for fhelter to the litter. My houfe, which in that country was 
a capital one, was completed in a day, and coft, materials and labour together, no more 
than thirty fhahi, or a fequin and a half (15s. flerling). On the 16tlr December I took 
the latitude of Mina, w'hich I found to be 26° 35' N. 

We fuffered all of us from the bad air of Mina, and Madame Maani, being attacked 
by a fever, was prematurely delivered of a dead child, to our great affliction. Her 
fever, however, in fpite of eveiy remedy continued to increafe, and in eight days after 
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file paid the debt of nature, on the 30th December. Picture to yourfdf my fufferings 
on the occafion; the anguifh of my mind increafed the illnefs which confumed me 
daily, and finding ourfelves fo unpleafantly lituated here, as much from the malignity 
of the climate as the total abfence of all comforts and even of many neceffaries, we 
refolved on removing to Lar, notwithftanding it was forae days’ journey diftant; and 
having had the bcdy of my much lamented wife embalmed, I intended it to be entombed 
where, when it may pleafe God to take me, my bones flaa.ll be laid, I obtained per- 
miffion from the governor of the province to tranfport it wherever I might choofe to 
go. The fir ft and fecond day after our departure we encamped in a defart country, 
as our guides would not take the neareft way by the fea-fide, that they might avoid the 
bad and marfhy roads they would otherwife have to pafs, by which we came ; but after 
eroding the Mina river, they ftretched away from the fea, lengthening our journey one 
day by this circuit. On the third we arrived at Chuchululion. Thence, taking a 
different road to that by which we firft arrived there, the fourth day we reached Iffin ; 
the fifth, after eroding a fait river, Kufhiar ; the fixth, Kahuriftan, called fo from the 
profufion of kahur, or acacia-trees growing about it ; here, on account of the violence 
of my fever, we halted two days; on the eighth we arrived at a caravanferai., called 
Guri bizirgon, or the merchant’s tomb, in the neighbourhood of that at which we 
lodged on coming; on the ninth, after taking another road, we relied at a caravan- 
ferai, called Tenghi dalan, in a fiat country; the tenth at Chormud ; the eleventh at a 
caravanferai, called Boadini; the twelfth at another, called Bafili,* or Valili; and on 
the thirteenth, which was the 30th of January, arrived at Lar. hor my part, on 
reaching Lav, I was more dead than alive; my fervants, however, were, recovered 
by the change of air. At Lar I was placed under the care of an admirable phy- 
fician, who Ihortly difiuiffed my lever, and with his medicines and diet recruited my 
flrength. 

The phyfician who preferred for me, whofe reputation was great, perceiving by the 
converfation we had together that I was not an ignorant man, made a favourable report 
of me to feveral men of letters with whom he was intimate, and who ranked high in 
this city. Being a quiet place without any court, its inhabitants void of ambition, 
undiflracled by commerce, and not alarmed by the din of war, or peftered witn mili¬ 
tary, are, as a confequence, prone to literature; and to fiich a degree that I can truly 
affirm, in no place wbatfoever in Alia where I have been, nay, I may fay in the world, 
have I met with individuals fo learned and deep read in fcience as thofe of Lar. My 
acquaintance was much fought after, and much courtefy was fiiewn me by them, as well 
during my illnefs as after my recovery. 

About the 20th of February I left my bed, but ftill was fo weak that I could not 
walk acrofs my chamber without the affifiance of a Hick. At this period there fell a 
little rain, the only time it had rained throughout the year ; whence you may judge of 
the temperature of this climate. 

The city of Lar is the capital of a great province, or kingdom, formerly pofleffed by 
a fovereign who made himfelf independent, either jultly or unjuftly, till Abbas the 
reigning Shah made war againft him, about three-and-twenty years ago, rather' 
from the pride of conqueft than cupidity ; and, after dethroning the Prince, carried 
him away prifoncr to court, whence, after fome flight reproaches, he fent him back to 
Shiraz, to the Khan of the province, who had had the management of the war. This 
unfortunate Prince died on his ivay thither. Since that period this country has become 
united to the empire of Perfia. Lar is at prefent the refidence of a Sultan, dependent 
on the Khan of Shiraz. The palace oflbrahim Khan, who was formerly the fovereign 
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of this ftate, is at prefent unoccupied, being referved for the Khan of Shiraz on his 
occafional excurfiorss hither; it has a fquare in front of proportionate fize. The bazar 
begins at the extremity of the fquare oppofite to the palace, and is extremely long, 
extending in a right line; is well built, arched over, of fufficient height, well propoi'- 
tioned, airy, and light. In the middle of the ftreet is a dome, oppoiite to which two 
other ftreets diverge, which make part of the bazar, forming a crofs. Beyond the 
market, at the end of this large ftreet, on the right hand, at one of the extremities of 
the city, I fawa caftle built on an eminence, which proje&s fome diftance into the 
plain, on each fide iurroundfd by wails alone,-and of little confideration. 

On the yrh of March I took the-latitude, which I found to be if if N. ; a great 
mathematician of this city, however, informed me, that the latitude was 27 j., fo that 
poflibly my obfervation was not fufficiently exact. I noticed, that the greateft cold 
experienced here alfo is at the beginning of March ; it is, however, very tolerable, and 
laftsforfo fhorta time, that before the conclufion of the month the city isfcarcely habit¬ 
able, on account of fwarms of flies. At this period alfo orange-flowers, jafmine, and 
rofes make their appearance, and barley (hews itfelf in the ear. Water is very fcarce 
-in this city, the only obtainable being rain-water.; which, as it does not rain in this pari 
fometimes for years together, the inhabitants preferve when it falls in immenf'e refer- 
voirs, capable of containing fufficient for feveral years duration. On the 2 iff of March, 
the feftival of Neurouz, or New Year’s Day, I noticed that a number of fhops were 
fhut, as well on that as for feveral fucceeding days ; upon enquiry, I found that none 
were allowed to exercife their calling until they had firft made their gift to the new 
governor, and obtained permiflion. Upon this being obtained, one of each trade pa¬ 
rades the ftreets, accompanied by fifes or flutes in token of joy. I faw a butcher, before 
whom certain people carried on their heads whole lheep ready cooked, and covered 
with laurel. This euftom of baking whole animals at once is common in this country, 
and on fome occafions they bake one within another ; for example, a capon in a fheep, 
a fowl within a capon, and within the fowl again a finalier bird : fuch a difh is called 
perian. This praftice is very ancient, Herodotus mentioning it to have been practifed 
in his time. The’people here are grievoufly burthened with taxes, and in conlequence 
hold the King and the Kizilbaftii in utter abhorrence. 

At a feaft, to which I was invited by the Cady Rokneddin, I faw a fpecies of orange, 
which I had never before beheld either in Afia or in Europe. Thefe oranges are large 
and handfome, of a flame-colour externally, and deliciouily fweet; what, however, is 
moft remarkable about them is their rind, much thicker than that of oranges in gene¬ 
ral, which is very tender, and is better eating even than the infide itfelf, being of a very 
pleafant fpicy flavour. I have preferved fome of the feed of them, as well as of fweet 
lemons, but doubt whether they may keep to Italy. 

On Wednefday, 8th of June, I left Lar in the night, on account of the extreme heat 
of the weather not admitting of our travelling by day; and, after traverfing a mountain 
difficult to pafs, halted in the morning near a town called Kurdeh, on the margin of 
one of the large refervoirs which they are accuftomed to make in this country. The 
fields, on account of a want of water, although they had been, were not at prefent in a 
ftate of culture. The wind which blew was fo hot and burning, that it left traces of its 
courfe. On account of the violent heat having pulled off my trowfers, my legs thus 
being bare became inftantly red and inflamed, and caufed me to experience fo much 
pain that I was unable to put my feet to the ground, although at the fame time it was 
venomous the wind felt refrefliing. My fervants experienced fimilar effefts from its 
infl uence with myfelf. The Perfian almanacs diftiiRtly point out the time of its preva¬ 
lence. 
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lence* and call it bad feman, or the poifonous wind. Its baneful confequentes, however* 
are confined to the more fouthern provinces. An hour after funfet we continued our 
journey two leagues* as far as to a caravanferai in the neighbourhood of a town called Bin 
We were conftrained to make very fhort ftages on account of the dearth of water 
through the country* none being to be found except rain-water preferved in ciftems. 
The next night* after riding two leagues* we ftopt in a narrow valley between feme low 
mountains* where was a cittern* the place was called Ghiclu Ghiende Saturday night 
we travelled three leagues* and reached a place called Jezdcheft, inhabited by people 
who live in black tents like the Arabs, changing their quarters In fearch of herbage, 
but never removing from a fpace comprized within a fquare of two leagues, Thefe 
people are Perfians, and our guides* whofe tents were pointed out to us with thofe of 
the reft, formed part of their number. At night-fall, continuing our way, we encamped 
on Monday morning in a defart country, by the fide of a pond, near certain fcpukhres* 
which fhewed the place to have been formerly inhabited ; after pafilng the day here 
under our tents we departed in the evening, and travelled an equal diflance with what 
we had done the night before, that is to lay* four leagues * flopping at a place called 
Beni MirL The following evening we journied on four more leagues, reding at a fmall 
walled town called Nefirabad ; the next day with difficulty* owing to our camels being 
weak from want of their accuftomed barley and bran* we reached a town called Char- 
cuon, belonging to the Begum, or great Queen, and confequently independent of the 
Khan of Shiraz, notwithftandmg it laid within his diftrift. Here we difcharged our 
camels, entirely exhaufted, Thurfday night we left Gharcuon early, but did not arrive 
at Paffa till very late, owing to our guides having miffed the way. On our arrival at 
Paffa I retted beneath the fame tall cyprefs I had done in coming, but not with equal 
comfort ; I had loft what made the defart cheerful ; my Maani was no more. Look¬ 
ing over feme garden walls, I perceived, balking in the fun, an extraordinary number 
of tarantula, or lizards, four times as large at ieaft as the largeft I had ever feen in 

our country. . 4 

On Sunday, rgth of June, a little before dawn, fomewhat fatigued from having 
travelled five leagues the preceding night, we refted in one of the fmall towns 
within the jurifdi&ion of Selviftan, called Hafan Havafk, or of good air. Beginning 
again our courfe at night we made fix leagues, and halted among the Turkmans of 
Giganli, near the fpot where we pitched our tents before. Lhe next night, four leagues 
brought us to the bridge of Paffa ; and thence two or three leagues more to Shiraz* 
where we arrived on Wednefday, 22d of June. I did not chooie, however, to entei 
the city, but turning a little out of the high road into that which leads to Hifpahan, I 
difmounted near the mofque of the calantar under the trees by the w r ater fide. 

On the 1 ft of July, I rambled a fhort diflance from where we took up our abode* to 
fee the tomb of Kogia Hafiz, an Hluftriom poet of Perfia, whofe odes are in great 
celebrity. In a tolerably fpacioiis garden, ornamented by feveral works of architeflure, 
the chief which prefented itfelf refenibled a fmall chape! with a dome , within tins place, 
this exquifite poet is entombed* The lepulchre is large, and engraved all over from 
the top to the bottom with various characters, and is loaded with epitaphs even about 
the bale. The front is taken up with a molt excellent epigram on his name. On one 
fide of this fepulchre are others of two difciples of Hafiz, and on the other, tha* of a 
certain Seid, whofe name I have forgotten. The whole of the exterior court is lull or 
fimilar tombs of lefs repute ; however the whole edifice was built iii honour of the poet, 
and is called by the Mahometans Ziara* Such in Perfia is the eftimation in which inL! ^ 
VOLiIX. K 
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of letters are held. Near where he is entombed, his book is preferved as a monument 
of his mind* which is called the Divan* and is written in letters of gold. It is not, 
however, that which was written by himfelf, and which formerly was preferved here; 
the King having caufed that to be removed into his own library. I vifited here likewife 
the tomb of Sheik Saadi, another famous poet, who befides a Divan, or collection of 
poetry, wrote the Guliflan, and the Boftam 

Many happy days and years to Sigrnor Marius! Long may he live for himfelf, and 
for the public ; and with him all our common friends, whom I faiute affectionately. 


LETTER XVII. 

Combru . 

THE laft I wrote to you was from the gardens of Shiraz, on my way to Hifpahan, 
for the purpofe of taking my departure thence to Europe by the way of the defart and 
Turkey; I have been prevented, however, from purfuing this plan, owing to the 
impoffibility of my meeting with camels for my baggage, owing to their being all 
employed in tranfporring the booty made at Ormuz ; I, therefore, waited at Shiraz 
until by a courier I underflood that the Englifh were about to embark for Surat with 
their filk. Having therefore fo good an opportunity of vifitiog India, I abandoned my 
firft project of travelling through Turkey to Europe, as being replete with inconvenience 
and danger, and refolved on vifiting the fea-ihore a third time from Shiraz. I believe 
I omitted to ftate to you before that the Shiites, contrary to the opinion of the Turks 
and the Sonnites, hold it lawful to marry for a limited time ; at the expiration of which 
the parties are free to feparate, or, if Satisfied with each other, may contract a lafting 
marriage- Such females as thus have married for a time and feparated are not, on 
that account, the lefs efteemed. Moft of the marriages at Shiraz are after this man¬ 
ner ; and fuch is faid to. be the difpofition for changing of the women of this city, that 
a curious tale is related, which is court antly in every one’s mouth ; of two women 
who were intimate friends meeting together, one afked the other how long fhe had lived 
with her prefent hufband, and being anfwered two months ; tc Poor creature,” faid 
the firit; ct and how is it pofGble you could endure one man fo long I” 

On the 2©th of Auguft Shiraz was in a tumult of joy, upon the news arriving of 
the Shah having made conquelt of the city and province of Canduhaiv It feeins it 
capitulated fubfequent to the garrifon, and the chief of its inhabitants having abandoned 
it with their property. 

On the 26th of Auguft I left Shiraz for the fea-fliore, intending to pafs by Darab¬ 
ghierd, which I had not yet feen ; and continued the fame road we had travelled before 
as far as to Zirevan, arriving there on the 5th of September. On the evening of that 
day we took the road leading through Darabghierd, leaving that which led through 
Deh Chair, by which we pafltd the year before, and arrived there by day-break, having 
travelled four leagues. All I can tell you of Darabghierd is, that, from the form of its 
habitations, and a number of paim-trees growing in the place, it has more the appear¬ 
ance of a borough than a city, nothing but its great extent and its numerous popula¬ 
tion giving ir a fuperiority over the neighbouring towns. It has only one remarkable 
beauty, which is a fircam running through the great fquare and market-place, in the 
former of which it traverfes a final! bafonof water of a round form. The meaning of 
its name* Darabghierd is, Darius enclofed it with walls {cinxit Darius)* The day of 
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our arrival was fpent in receiving vifits; and upon the approach of night we mounted our 
camels, and arrived on Thurfday at the peach-garden of Moghokiel; and on Friday at 
the mofque of the tomb of an Imanzadi. On Saturday we halted under the palm- 
trees of the village of Furg, and relied on fucceffive nights at the town of Talk vie, 
Seid Geuder, where we (lopped all Tuefday, Peturgen, Dertenghi chehar rud, Guhne, 
Guri Bazirgon, and thence at Serzehi rizevon, where we found no inhabitant, every 
one having lied from fear of the foldiers, who in this quarter conduced themfelves 
very indifferently to what they are ufed when under command of the Shah. Here we 
quitted the road of Abibungher, and took that which runs fou .h to Combru; we 
paffed in the night through a town called Chah Chakor without halting, making five 
leagues from our place of departure, at the end of which we encamped under the (hade 
of the luli dagheli, a tree whofe branches hanging to the ground take root and pro¬ 
duce a new tree, and this fo repeatedly as to form a foreft of arches, fufficient in fome 
inllances to Ihelter an immenfe number of people. Its leaves are thick, oval, forne- 
what refembling thofe of the quince, but much thicker and larger. Its fruit is very 
fmall, of a greyilh fcarlet colour, but when quite ripe inclining to black; the wood of 
it is extremely light. 

In the evening we left this natural houfe, and arrived at Combru two hours before 
day-light, on the 21ft of September. This place is large, fpacious and well peopled 
on the fea-lhore, and having now changed its mailer, has likewife changed its name, 
being now called Port Abaffi. In this city people of whatfoever religion they may be 
or country, who refort hither to trade, are welcome, and have the free exercife of their 
religion. We lodged here in the houfe of a lew, in which we met with every con¬ 
venience and accommodation as well in board as lodging. 

While remaining at Combru for the arrival of the Englilh, on the 4th of October 
the city experienced four or five dreadful fliocks of an earthquake, which were 
repeated the fucceeding night fo violently as to throw down feveral houfes, with one 
of the towers of the fortrefs. 

I fend you this by Mr. George Strachan ; who for benefit of his health, affe&ed by 
his refidence at Mina, is about to go home to Lar, and afterwards to Hifpahan. 
Mentioning Lar, I have to obferve to you, that the coins of that province being of 
pure metal, difficult to counterfeit, and taken by weight, pafs currently all over 
the Ealt. I falute you and all my friends; to whom I befeech you to make my 
refpe&s. 

The author remained at Combru till the 15th of January 1623, when he left 
Perfia, embarking on board the Whale, an Englilh fliip bound for Surat. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF GEORGIA. 

Prefented to His Holmefs Pope Urban VIIL by Pietro delle Valle in 16271, 

T HE country at prerent called Georgia comprehends all that known to the ancients 
under the names of Colclus and Iberia, with part of Armenia, and pollibly of 
Albania. This tradl, according to Strabo, includes the country of the Muscovites, for 
it extends in length from the moll eaftern extremity of the Black fea, where it begins, 
to the Cafpian; it has towards the call only a fmall maritime diftri& of Albania, be¬ 
longing at this time to the King of Perfia; in which are fituated the cities of Backu 
and Dorbent, called by the Turks, Dornircapi (Iron-gate), and defending a little 
towards the South, a fmall portion of Shirwan, the capital of which is Schamachi, ap¬ 
parently a part of the ancient Media Atropatenis, A little towards the weft Georgia is 
bounded by the Black fea. North of it are the Cafpian mountains, branching from 
mount Caucafus and ftretching from one fea to the other, inhabited at this time by certain 
barbarians and thieves, called Lezghi, chiefly Mahometans, and foine very poftibly ftill 
idolaters or aiheifls. It is not improbable they may be the Soani or Phthiropiiags 
mentioned by Strabo. Finally, towards the fouth it has for boundary that part of 
Armenia bordering on Media, and lower down on the moll weftern fide, towards Tre- 
bifond, if I miftake not, fome part of Cappadocia. 

The whole of this country, throughout which the fame language is common to all 
the inhabitants, was governed formerly according to their account by one King, until 
he divided his dominions among his four children, all of whom he made fovereign 
Princes. With the eldeft, however, to whom he gave the middle and better portion 
of the divifion, he left a certain pre-eminence above the others, whence this Prince is even 
nowrefpefted by all the reft, is confidered ,as the elder branch, and is honoured by the 
title of Mepet Mepe (King of Kings), the other princes taking the ilyle of Princes 
of Georgia only. 

The number of Princes at this time is fix; for in addition to the four of royal blood 
before mentioned, there are two others, who were chief ntinifters of the Mepet Mepe, 
and governors of two confiderable portions of his dominions on the Black Sea who 
revolting, feized upon and made themfelves abfolute lords of the provinces they go¬ 
verned. Acquiring in procefs of time, authority and reputation, they not only rofe 
to an equality, but formed an alliance with the others. At prefent they are all upon an 
equal footing, and frequently intermarry; remembrance is however yet kept up of the 
diftinclion of the Mepet Mepe, for when he mounts his horfe, the two princes formerly 
his vafials and minifters, when by, are wont to hold the one the bridle the other the 
ftirrup as an acknowlegement of his fovereignty. As to the divifion of the country fmce 
its partition into fix diftinfi Sovereignties, the Mepet Mepe is lord of a dominion in the 
centre of Georgia, called in the 1 .nguage of the country Imeriti, the mnermoft, the 
ftrongeft part of the whole, and undoubtedly the Iberia of the ancients. The name 
of the reigning Prince of this part is Ghiorghi or George; on addrefiing him, for fliort- 
nefs fake, he is not called Mepet Mepe, the only name he figns, but Ghiorgi Mepe 
or King George. The Turks, however, for what reafon lam ignorant, call not 
only the country but the ruling prince Balh-yachivi, or bareheaded. 


Eaftward 
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Eaihvard of this ftate is another province called ICacheti, which, if I mtflaks nor, 
forms a part of the ancient Iberia, and probably of Albania. I his is the dominion of a 
Prince defceoded from the youngeft of the Tour brothers of the blood royal; his re- 
fidenceis the city of Zagain. Thefe princes, however, as well as the gentry of the 
country (for, unlike the ufual cuftom of the eaft, the Georgians are dikinguifhed by an 
hereditary nobility, and intermarry only according to rank as in Europe), thefe princes, 

I fay, as "well as the gentry called Afnaures refide chiefly in and prefer the country, 
looking upon towns as fuitable only to people following trades and commerce, which 
they confider beneath them; and fo powerfully does this ffntiment prevail among the 
Georgians, fuch even as are not Afnaures, provided they be able to fubfilt otherwife, 
difdain to live in towns, and difpife all handicrafts and trade, leaving the exercife of 
thefe to foreigners, fuch as Armenians, and Jews, the number of whom in the country 
is very conliderable, and others of linniar aflivity. . 

As for them their cliief occupation is arms, the ecck'fiafflcal profdfion, which, how¬ 
ever few among them follow, or, in which many are employed, the culture of their 
own eflates, which are extremely productive not only of fruits 01 ah d ‘icription, but 
alfo of filk which they colled in quantities. Molt of the inhabitants pofibfs fome por¬ 
tion of land, and fo many being employed in the field was the caufe why they were 
termed Georgians by the ancient Greeks (r^foO, or hufoasdmen. From this pro- 
penfity of its inhabitants, the towns in this country are few in number and incon- 
fiderable, but the fields are well populated in every part, and covered with good 
houfes, although principally of wood. They have, moreover, a number of chambers, 
well conftrutted in themielves, but commonly in but indifferent repair. 

The Prince who formerly reigned over this province of Kucheti is ftill living, but 
deprived of his dominions, as I lhall hereafter relate, and is called Teimuraz; Abbas, 
the prefent King of Perfia, was friendly dilpoied towards this prince, and on his wife 
dying fent to him father John Thaddeus de St. Eli zee, a barefooted Carmelite, at prefent. 
in Perfia, and at that time chief of the million, with compliments of condolance. 
Prince Teimuraz, who is of the Romilh communion, on that account, as well as from 
his being fent by King Abbas, Ihewed him great civility, and was extremely .affable to 
him ; eaufmg him to celebrate mafs in his principal church in prefence of the metro¬ 
politan, and intended himfelf to have been there on die occafion, but by fome ineait3 
was prevented. He offered him alfo territory for the eflablilhment of a convent of his 
order, and to build a church upon in Ihort, the Prince himfelf as well as the metro¬ 
politan, whofe name was Allah Verdi, a prudent man, and well affected to the Holy 
See, exhibited an extreme attachment and refpeft towards the llomilh church. 

Of ihe two Princes defeended from the two other brothers of the blood royal, the one is 
Sovereign of a dominion fouth of Kacheti and Imiretti. The name of the country is 
Cardel or Carduel. It forms part of the greater Armenia, the name of its capital 
Teflis. It formerly was lubjeft, (and even in the memory of our fathers) to Prince 
Simon, who died afterwards in prifon at Conftautihople, famous in hiltory for the wars 
he waged again!! the Turks. This Prince, from the letters written by him to Paul III. 
of happy memory, if thofe letters were truly of his writing, as I believe them to have 
been, was evidently well affe&ed towards the Holy See. One of thefe letters, together 
with the note previoufly addreffed by that Sovereign Pontiff to the Prince, is mterud 
in a book publilhed by Thomas de Jefus, a barefooted Carmelite, and entitled de pro- 
cumnda faluie omnium gentium. 

Latterly, this Hate was governed by Luarfab, a young Prince of grea p'om'fe, the 
grandfon of the Laid Simon, but fome few years ago, while I was in Perfia, he came to 

a wretched 
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a wretched end, being pm to death in prifon, where he hrd been confined For feveral 
vears, without leaving any iffue, not having confumtnated with the bride to which he had 
been betrothed. His principality came afterwards under the dominion of another 
Prince of his boufe, his nephew, or coufin, but a Mahometan, and not as an abfolute 
Sovereign, but in vaffalage under the King of Perfia, as I fhall defcribe. 

The other Prince defcended from the blood royal, held dominion over a country 
weftward, comprizing a part of Carduel: it bordered upon Armenia, Cappadocia, 
and the frontiers of Media. At prefent, this date no longer exifts, as will appear. 

The two lafl Princes defcended from the minifters of whom l have fpoken, and not 
from the ancient Kings, poffefs dominions fituated on the Euxine or Black lea. The 
one towards the north ismafterof the country which lays between the Cafpian moun¬ 
tains and thofe of Dadian, (a word importing vagabond, from the way of hie anciently 
followed by its inhabitants, refembling that ol the Arabs), but of late years, fince this 
cuftom has been changed, the country is one of the fined and belt cultivated in Georgia. 

This province, the ancient Colchis, is called by the Turks, Mingreiia. The Prince 
which reigns over it at prefent is young, his name to the bed of my recollection, 
Levan. In 1615, a Jefuit from the eftablifhment at Condantinople, who vifited the 
Chridians of this country to inform himfelf of their difpofirion, returned while I was 
yet at Condantinople. I was with him without other company for three or four days, he 
being taken ill on his return of a contagious diforder which reigned in that city. The 
good father related to me that he had feen this young Prince, at that time, but twelve 
years of age; that the mother, who lived in a coarfe, rudic manner, governed during 
his minority; that he had induced the Prince into the church, to offer up the head of 
a wild boar which he had killed ; that the Prince had loaded him with kindnefs and 
fhewed great attachment to him, but that for want of knowing the language of the 
country, and of any who could interpret for them, they were at a lofs to underdand 
each other ,and incapable of treating on any matters. Nothing beyond has tranfpired 
of the journey of this Jefuit, either owing to his dying of the plague, or his papers being 
lod in a temped; at fea. But I hope that his brethren at Condantinople, as they are fo 
contiguous to this date, that a voyage thither may be effected in a week, or even in 
lefs time in cafe of favourable weather, will not have given up the million ; poffibly, 
indeed, they may already have either deputed miflionaries, or be on the eve of fending 
fome. 

South of Mingreiia on the Black fea, and bordering on Cappadocia and Trebifond, 
reigns the remaining Prince not defcended from the ancient Kings. This date called 
6urid, is in my edeem either a part of Cappadocia or Colchis. The Prince's name 
I think, is Jefe. Of his family, I believe, is the Metropolitan now at the head of the 
whole of the Georgian church not fubjeft to the King of Perfia. Over that part de¬ 
pendent on the latter which lays more towards the eaft, there is another primate no¬ 
minated by that Sovereign. The lad fucceeded to that Allah Verdi, whom I before 
have mentioned; and was living while I was in Perfia. A different one called tikewile Allah 
Verdi, (if that name be not rather an appendage to the perfon holding the primacy), 
had a lifter, at prefent in exidence in Perfia, whither die was tranfported together with 
numbers of her nation on occafion of that famous tranfmigration of the Georgians, on 
which I fhall touch as I proceed. This lady married the ton of a fider of the old Allah 
Verdi deceafed. She has two filters, one of which was go flip with me, I having flood 
as fponfor for three of her ions brought thither on the migration from Georgia. They 
are at prefent living in Hifpahan, where they have refided a number of years in a very 
wretched maimer, as I was witnefs to, differing every privation rather than apodatize, 
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the King refilling them any allowance, but upon condition of their changing their 
religion. They fupported their mifery with great patience, notwithftanding they had 
been educated in Georgia in profufion and grandeur, and after having difpofed of all 
they had brought from their own country, they were fupported by their labour, and 
occafionally by alms from the monks at Kifpahan. Thefe good fathers continually 
protected them as well as the other Europeans refident there, each as long as we re¬ 
mained in that city relieving them to the extent of his ability. 

Georgia has exifted almoft conftantly from early time in the manner I have here 
defcribed. As to temporalities, it has ever maintained itfelf independent, which is 
certainly a prodigy, its fituation between the two great empires of Perfia and Turkey 
being confidered, and the inveteracy they have conftantly fliewn againft it, rather on 
account of the religion of its inhabitants, than for any other caule; that they fhould 
l'o have upheld themfelves, divided by party differences as its Princes frequently have 
been, almoft without knovvlege of artillery, with few or no fire-arms, with fo irnall a 
number of fubjefe compared with their opponents, and what is above all, without the 
means of receiving fuccour from any other power, owing to their infulated pofition. 
Thefe collective circutnftances evince in their governors a great portion of courage ; 
while, in fpite of aft attempts at oppreffmg them, with their fovereignty they have 
even to the prefent day upheld themfelves, as have their fubjects allb, true votaries of 
the Chriftian faith. On this account it appears to me not only that they deferve great 
praife, but that the church itfelf is highly indebted to them for the bravery and 
prowefs they have exhibited in the wars they have waged at one time with the Per- 
fians, at another with the Turks, frequently defeating their armies; and efpecially 
for the conftancy with which they have defended and preferved the pure religion of 
Jefus. 

In the prefent age, either as a punifitment for their fins, or otherwife by permiffion 
of the Moft High, the Georgians have been forely oppreffed j and that, more than 
to any other caufe, owing to their diforganization and feuds : hence, notwithftanding 
they yet have confiderable power, they have loft a great part of that they formerly 
poffeffed. For, of the fix Princes which I have defcribed, one defeended from their 
ancient Kings, whofe dominions bordered on Armenia and Cappadocia in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Tabril and the confines of Media, and who ferved againft his will, at one time 
in the armies of the Turks, at another in thofe of Perfia, in their continual wars, had 
his territories by degrees incorporated with thofe of the Turks, who finally feized upon 
the whole of them, under the vain pretext of his being the foinenter of thefe troubles. 
I am told that there yet exifts a young Prince of his family who lives at the court of 
the Grand Signior, foliating there in vain, as an indemnification for the dominions 
rzvifhed from him, the government of fome province. 

Of late years, upon a frefh war breaking out between the Perfians and Turks, 
Ihorily before my travelling into Perfia, two other Georgian Princes of the ancient 
royal houfe were fpoiled of their principalities; and, although not utterly ruined, were 
reduced to a wretched condition. Poflibly, however, fome new revolution, which is 
not unlikely to happen, may reinftate them. Thefe two Sovereigns are the Princes 
Teimuvas and Luarfab, both whom, their territories laying on the frontiers of Perfia, were 
in meafure dependent on that empire. The greater part of the Princes of Georgia even 
were accuftomed to receive their education at the court of that power, and thefe two 
latter pafied feveral years of their infancy there. In the war of which I fpeak, while 
peace was negotiating between the Perfians and Turks; whilft yet the armies of either 
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power were in prefence of each other, and while, whom thefe Princes depended on 
was yet under difcuffion, each claiming them as his vaflals, the King of Perfia affirmed 
to the Turkiih ambalfador that they conftantly owned allegiance to him, and that 
as a proof they waited on him in his camp as often as required. The ambalfador, 
who would not allow his claim, anfwered, that if they were thus fubmiffive, it might 
be proved by his fummoning them at the inftant. 

Upon this the King fbmjnoned them, hut thefe Princes, feeing the Turkifli army fo 
dofeupon them, were fearful of declaring tbemfelves, and prevaricated firft with one 
then with the other, excufiag themfelves handfomely towards the Perfians, but re¬ 
futing to enter their camp. This piqued the Perfian exceedingly, and brought him 
into a degree of difrepute among the Turks; he, however, diffembled his refentment 
at the inftant, as he could do no other; but after the Peace was concluded and the 
Ottoman army withdrawn, lie, by his ufual intrigues, managed to effect a difunion 
between Luarfab and Teimuraz, fueh even as almoft to engage them to refort to arms, 
notwithftanding their affinity, for Teimuras had efpouied as a fecond wife the filler of 
Luarfab; extremities, however, were prevented, while their two armies were on foot, 
by the interpofuion of certain noblemen, their vaflals, who reprefented to and fatisfied 
them of the divifion being fomented by the King of Perfia, for the purpofe of ruining- 
both. Upon looking into the intrigue, they difeovered that this King had fecretly 
conveyed a letter or order to either, couched in the felf fame terms, exhorting each to 
attack, make away with the other, and feize upon his dominions, in which attempt he 
pledged to fuccour him, and maintain him in poffeffion of the territories he fliould 
conquer : profefling to each he addrelfed the ftrongeft friendfliip and the greatefl aver- 
fion to his adverfarv, on many accounts which he fuggefted. Notwithftanding this 
elucidation, fo eafy of deception is this nation, it failed to put them on their guard, or 
teach them wifdom. 

in addition to this, the King fomented difeord between Teimuraz and his mother, 
or at leaft excited miftruft. This princefs, called Ketevan Dedupali, or Queen 
Ketevan, poffeffed great abilities, was of exemplary conduct, related to Luarfab, and 
being a widows had governed the ftatc for years during the minority of Teimuraz, and 
had valiantly defended it againft Conllantine Menfa her coufin, a Mahometan Prince, 
who, upon the death of her hufband, Daud, the brother of Conftantine, had mercilefsly 
and cruelly maflaered her old father Alexander. After him another brother attempted 
an invafion of the ftate, and would have fueeeeded but for her giving him battle, 
defeating him, and putting him to death, together with a number of perfons who fup- 
ported him. Upon thefe feveral accounts flie was exceedingly efteemed and loved 
by the people. The King of Perfia, to excite miftruft in the mind of Teimuraz, infi- 
nuated that his mother intended to marry a certain officer, whom, for his valour and 
prudence, lhe had employed in different departments of the government; and that in 
filch cafe, flie would contrive the ruin of Teimuraz, for the purpofe of fecuring the 
principality to the children lhe might have by her fecond hulband. 

Teimuraz nouriliiing this idea, and ignorant of the fnare laid for him, put this 
officer, the bell ftay of his country, to death, and withdrew all authority from his 
mother j afterwards this young man, unexperienced and not beloved by his nobility, 
found himfelf encircled with trouble. For the King of Perfia excited frelh difeontent 
n the ftate, and rendered him contemptible in the eyes of the nobles, on account of his 
being a child, treating them on their vifits to Periia with the greateft diftin&ion and 
familiarity, making mem confiderable prefents, and in every thing which regarded 
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their religion, admitting perfect toleration *, fo that by degrees they became attached 
to this monarch, weaned of their affeftion for their natural fovereign, and elteemed as 
the height of felicity their having him for lord. . 

After employing fuch artifices for fome time, the King of Perfia, in 16x3, fell ad at 
once upon Georgia with a large army, under pretence of Teimuraz having married 
the Princefs Kauralhian, filler of Luarl'ab, who had previoufiy been promifed to him. 
Wherefore, on Iiis arrival upon the frontiers of the dominions of Luarfab and Teimu¬ 
raz, he ordered thefe two Princes to repair to his camp, to render account of this and 
bring him the bride, dating his firm resolution of pofleffing her, and in lifting on the 
diffoludon of her marriage with Teimuraz, which already had been confummated j as ii 
fuch a practice were allowable with the Chriftians aS with the Mahometans. 

The Georgian Princes were aftoniflied at this unexpected fumraons, and what aug¬ 
mented their confufton was the treachery of a number of noblemen, who afforded a 
free paffage to the troops of Perfia, and introduced them into the heart of the country j 
into which, without this perfidy, from the natural fortifications which furround it, and 
its difficult paffes, it would have been impofitble for him to have penetrated. Thefe 
Princes, exceedingly perplexed, knew not what mealures to adopt, and LuaiJab, the 
mod fimple of the two, refolving on obedience, furrendered himfelf, and was fent by 
the Perfian into the province of Aflerabad, on the Calpian Sea, a confiderable diflance 
from Georgia, where he was placed under the care of the khan of that province, and 
treated rather as a guelt than a prifoner, being allowed to go wherever he chole. The 
King of Perfia did not commit any devaftation upon or even enter the territories of 
Luarfab, but eftablfthed there as a governor one Riarfei, or Bagred Mirza, either an 
uncle or couftii of Luarfab, w T ho had fome years before tui'ned Mahometan in X eifia. 
He had a fon a Moflem as well as his father, but bom in this religion, who governed 
in that country when I was there, not indeed as a fovereign prince, but as a khan and 
vaffal of the King of Perfia, the better part of whofe forces were commanded by 
officers of the Chriftian faith, which likewife was the religion of the chief part of his 

fubje&s. _ ... 

After Luarfab had refided in this manner for fome years in Aflerabad-, that he,might; 
be more fecure of hisperfon,the King of Perfia caufed him to be removed to Farfiltan, 
or Perfia Proper, one of the provinces the moll diflant from Georgia, where he was 
clofely confined for fome time in a fortrefs, at a fliort dillance from the capital, called 
Shiras. At lafl in 1621, or about that time, when his fubjefts had the greatefl hopes 
of his liberation, and the King appeared tnoft anxious to fee and be favourable to him, 
exactly the reverfe occurred. For this fovereign all at once was difgufted with the 
Prince, in confequence of the revengeful infinuations of one Murza, a man of higheft 
confideration among the Georgians, and very powerful, whofe filter Luarfab had 
either promifed to marry, or after marrying had repudiated, who perfuaded the King, 
with whom he was high in favour, that he never could maintain a fecure and peace* 
able poffeffion of the dominions of Luarfab as long as he lived; for being fo well be¬ 
loved by his people, they would conftantly nourilh hopes of feeing him again their- 
fovereign, as long as he exifted, their hearts and good-will being wholly his- Infti- 
gated by this motive, or elfe from the difeovery of a confpiracy about this time among 
the Georgians to deftroy him, Abbas refolved on qualhing their hopes, which, in cafe 
of any iniurreftion, might caufe thefe people to appear in array again!! him, and caufed. 
Luariab to be ftrangled in prifon with the bow-ftring. 

Teimuraz was more cautious, never trulting himfelf to the cuftody of the King of 
Perfia, declaring when cited, that he was apprehenfive of his anger, as he was 

vol. ix. s. offended; 
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offended; that it was iinpoffible for him to part with his wife, as neither the Chriftian 
religion nor his own honour allowed him to give her up to another; but in order to 
fatisfy him of his fubmiflion, he fent to him his own mother with his two unmarried 
filters, and two young children, his oflspring by the lady contefted. ^ 1 his meafure was 
adopted by Teimuraz under expectation that the Lady Ketevan, his mother, a woman 
of conlummate ability, and who had feveral times before negotiated different affairs in 
Perfia with the King, with whofe manner and difpofition flie was perfenly acquainted, 
would be able to appeafe that Monarch, and procure him peace. The meafure, how¬ 
ever, was fruitlefs, the King being inexorable, and appearing to be paffionately attached 
to the Princefs Kauraihian, well knowing that Teimuraz neither could nor would 
liften to the infolent propofal made to him of giving her up, he infilled on Teimuraz 
appearing before him. Hut as the Prince refufed obedience, the King retained the 
Princefs Ketevan, and fent her, together with her children and grandchildren, to the 
city of Shiras, where, when I was there, Ihe was maintained with the refped due to 
her rank. After this the King of Perfia entered Georgia with his army, that is to fay 
the province of Kacheti, dependant on leimuraz, which was made accellible by the 
treafon of feverable nobles, who fided with him in hopes of great rewards, and opened 
to him the moll difficult paffages through the mountains. 

Teimuraz perceiving his enemies all at once in the midft of his country* without any 
army on foot to oppofe them, or time to raife one, was fearful of trufting himfelf to 
fubjefts whofe fidelity he had full reafon to fufpeft, and having no other relource, he, 
with his wife and a number of Georgians, who faithfully adhered to him, betook 
themfelves to flight; firft taking refuge in the more interior and ftrongeft part of 
the country of Inierke, where this Prince firft reigned, and afterwards flying to Odifci 

or Dadian. . . -. _ _ 

Many noblemen under falfe hopes voluntarily fubmitted to the King of 1 erha, and 
apoftatizing enrolled themfelves under his banners. Others of more generous difpo¬ 
fition, but who had no time to fly, were overcome by force. Thus the whole people, 
in immenfe numbers, became the prey of the fpoiler. 

The King, upon his entrance into Georgia, after obferving the natural ftrength of 
its fortifications, and reflecting on the injury to which he would be expofed from the 
inhabitants provided they Ihould become united and under a good government, was 
not onlv undefirous of retaining the country, but conceived it beft to withdraw 
thence the whole of his army as foon as poffible. He was, however, unwilling to mil's 
the advantage he obtained by the fubjugation of fuch a numerous people, of infinitely 
treater value than the country itfelf; and duly weighing the deflation which would 
follow the entire depopulation of a whole province, he caufed all the inhabitants, males 
as well as females, to leave their houfes, noblemen as well as plebeians, young and old 
of all deferiptions, caufing them to take with them their moft valuable effects, as many 
as they could, and placing them in front of his army, he marched them rapidly into his 
own dominions, afterwards diftributing them among thofe provinces fartheft from 
Georgia, the thinneft of inhabitants. Hence the provinces of Khennan or Caramania, 
Mazanderan, on the Cafpian Sea, and feveral others of that empire, are now princi¬ 
pally inhabited by Georgians and Circaffians ; for a number of Circaflians but a fhort 
time before, from a dearth of provifions in their own country, paffed into that of 
Teimuraz, and became the vaffals of this Prince in common with the Georgians, 
twins and intermarrying with them. Thefe, therefore, were treated in the fame man- 
nar as the Georgians, and, alike difperfed over the different provinces of Perfia, enjoy 
equal liberty with the other fubjeds of the crown. Although they are found in many 
4 12 other 
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other provinces, in FarfiftanandMazanderan, they are in fuch numbers, that through¬ 
out whole cities and dittrifts there are no other inhabitants. For their fubfittence the 
King grants them lands, for which they pay, in common with the Mahometan fubje&s* 
an inconfiderable fine. Thefe people, who form the chief of the inhabitants of thefe 
provinces, preferve their religion, which, however, is very grofs Cbriflianity, owing to 
their having no priefts or minifters to inftruft them, or at lead fo fmall a number as to 
be infufficient for the tuition of fuch a multitude of people varioufly difperfed ; and 
even fuch as thefe are fo ignorant themfelves, as to be of little utility. Many noble¬ 
men, however, impatient of hardfhips, and mod of the foldiers, with feveral among the 
people^ moved by ambition and avarice, in order to participate the bounty of the King 
largely dealt out to thofe who change their religion, and again numbers induced by 
neceffity, have turned Mahometans, and dill continue to do fo. By means of thefe 
the army of Abbas has been frequently augmented ; he employing thefe ferfs, as they 
are called, as a counterpoife againft and to reftrain the infolence of the Quifilbafhi. 
The number of thefe renegadoes in his fervice, exclufive of Armenians and Circaf- 
lians, is computed at 30,000, all embodied together. Some of them hold commands 
in the army, have governments, and have rilen to various dignities, even to thofe of 
fultans and khans. 

Diftinft from thefe Georgians, who are free in Perfia, there is moreover an infinite 
number not only of the common people, but of the nobility, who in the diforder confe- 
quent on the irruption of the Perfians into their country, were made flaves by the Per- 
fians. So many are there of this description, that there is not a houle of any confe- 
quence in Perfia but is full of men and women of this country. Not a latrap but has 
his wives entirely of the Georgian nation, the women of that country being famous for 
beauty, and even the King has fcarcely any other for his attendants, his palaces fwann- 
ing with them, as well females as men. All of thefe nearly have abjured their reli¬ 
gion, either in fad or in femblance, under the impreflion common among them, that 
God knowing the fecrets of the heart, it 1$ enough they fhould remain faithful inter¬ 
nally to their religion, and that it matters not what profeffion they exteriorly make. 

This unfortunate meafure of tranfporting the inhabitants of Georgia was attended by 
the mod dreadful diforders and exeefFes. Murders, people dying of ftarvation, rob¬ 
beries, rapes, children (tilled in defpair by their own parents, or thrown by them into 
rivers, others maffacred by the Perfians tor want of good complexions, others again 
torn from their mothers* breads, and thrown into the ftreets and highways, to become 
the prey of wild beads, or be trodden to death by the horfes and camels belonging to 
the army, which for a whole day together trampled upon carcafes : fuch is the picture 
of this fhocking expedient ; and afterwards, how agonizing the reparation of parents 
from their children, hufbands from their wives, brothers from their fitters, divided 
from each other, and forwarded to different provinces! So numerous were thefe 
wretched ruined people on this occafion, that they were publicly fold at a cheaper rate 
even than beads. But let us draw a veil over this frightful feene, and proceed to fpeak 
of Teimuraz. After wandering for feveral days in the territories of the other Princes 
of Georgia, he at laft withdrew to the Turks, among whom he latterly continued to 
dwell, receiving from the Grand Signor* as I was informed, the government of the 
city of Cogni, with fome lands in Cappadocia, inhabited principally by Chrittians of the 
Greek church, the revenue from which government ferves for his fupport. He has 
continually endeavoured and ftill feeks to be revenged on the King of Perfia. He it 
was, who, in i6t8, was the in (ligation of that great army of the Turks and Tatars 
penetrating into Perfia, in which expedition he accompanied it. This army made 
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greater progrefs into Perfia than any one had ever done before, almoft reaching 
Ardebil, a la actuary of the Periians, and the place of fepulture of the reigning dynafty 
of that country, which Teimuraz was ardently defirous of deftroying, to avenge him- 
felf for the del traction of the churches in Georgia. In this war, the molt perilous of 
any in which Abbas was ever engaged, I accompanied him. The Turks, however, from 
bad conduct, want of (kill and courage, did not reap the advantage they might have 
done upon theoccafion, and finally concluded, as is commonly the cafe with them, by 
effecting nothing; nay, their retreat rather refembled a flight, a number of their men 
being cut off, which caufed the Perfian to return to court in triumph, Teimuraz repair¬ 
ing to his government. Since then lie has remained quiet, waiting a more opportune 
inltant, which, at the fartheft, muff occur on the death of Abbas, whom he has every 
chance of furviving, being much the younger of the two, and of which he is fecure, 
owing to the difappoiutment thefe Georgians have experienced in their expectations, 
who apoftatized in Perfia after their treachery to Teimuraz ; the King not having 
required them as they wiflied, nor treating them any longer with the fame kindnefs he 
did before they became his vaflals, nor in matters of religion acting as they expected, 
receiving none into his fervice, nor affording to any one, whether noble or a foldier, 
the leal! afli fiance, other than on condition of turning a Mahometan. For thele rea¬ 
sons the Georgians look on him with difguft, and repent their conduct, fo much lb 
even, that they exclaim openly they have been deceived, and that if the paft could be 
recalled, they would act differently. Hence, I doubt not, although Abbas as a prudent 
and much dreaded Sovereign may be able to maintain his ground as long as he lives, 
that upon his death (as is always the cafe in Perfia) the iword will be drawn at his 
.funeral; when, provided the Georgians retain their prefent difpofition and be united, 
provided they have a chief pofTeffed of abilities, Teimuraz by their aflillance may 
eventually effect great things in Perfia, nay pofiibly affume the fucceffion: againfl this, 
there is but the natural temper of his people, fickle and prone to change. Nor will 
it any ways furprife me, if the dominions of Luarfab fhould again become fubjeft to 
fome Cliriflian Prince, either by the abjuration of Mahometanifin on the part of the 
prefent governor, or by the people depofing him and placing fome Chriftian on the 
throne, fimilar revolutions not being unufual in Georgia. 

The Princefs Ketevan, the mother of Teimuraz, was, as I have noticed before, con¬ 
duced to Shiras with her two grand-children. While I was there file refided Hill in 
that city, and was treated with great refpect. She, with all her family, confifting of a 
number of male and female attendants, remained firmly attached to the faith of Chriff, 
obferving all the duties of religion as well as fhe was able; but at that time flte had no prieft 
with her, or any regular minifler of her country to fulfil its duties. On this account, one 
of her attendants officiated, attached, as I conceive, to the church by fome degree, as he 
was a good Chriftian, and being looked upon as lueh by the Mulltil men, they were 
folicitous of removing him ; for which purpofe they accufed him of fome weighty crime, 
andfuborning falfe witneffes to prove it, put him to death, burning him alive at Shiras. 
He met death with conffancy, firm in his faith, and bearing his fate with refignation. 
As for the other clerk Hie had with her when I was there, he managed the whole affairs 
of the houfli Id as an intendant, and was rather a courtier than a divine; and, whether 
owing to ignorance or any other caufe I know not, he never laid mafs. She had with 
her, moreover, a monk, but merely a novice of his order, and a lay brother, who was 
of no fervice. As, however, the Carmelites and Auguftin friars have now a convent 
and a church at Shiras, I doubt not they will have afforded coniolation to the Princels, 
and preferve her ftcady in the faith, particularly as they were never wanting while I 
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was there in rendering her affi fiance in temporal matters, as long as fhe lived* I fay 
as long as fhe lived, for in palling through Baffora fome months ago, I received mtelh- 
gence of the death of this Princefs on the 22 & of September, 1624* Shefuffered mar¬ 
tyrdom in a moll cruel and glorious manner in the city of Shiras, by order of the King 
of Perfia, on account of her per fi fiance in the faith, I am ignorant wherefore they were 
felicitous of forcing a renunciation upon her, and can fay nothing of the particulars ; 
for them I refer to the memoirs of Father Gregory Or fin i, a Dominican, the vicar 
general of Armenia, who in his travels palling through Perfia fhortly before me, at a time 
this newly happened, gave a relation of the circum (lance. This Father was at Baffora 
when I met him, and heard of it from his mouth, and thence he afterwards brought a 
minute detail of the matter with him to Rome. As for the grand-chiidren of this 
princefs, the one called Levan, the other Alexander, they were brought up by the King, 
who would never fuffer them to fee their grandmother, as he educated them in Ifiamifm* 
left (he fhould convert them, notwiridlanding they redded in the fame city. The 
fame year that Luarfab was put to death in prifon, Abbas caufed them both to he cafe 
Crated, defirous of deflroying in them, with all hopes of poflerity, any defire they might 
conceive of returning to the country of their anceitors. 

In my time, the grandmother, not to hurt her feelings, was kept ignorant of this cir- 
cumftance; and, on having occafion to fee her domeflics, they enjoined me the firft 
thing not to mention it. Teimuraz has, however, other children by his fecond wife* 
boys as well as girls: Providence not allowing, poilibly, that his family fhould be wholly 
ex tin ft. When fome months back I was at Aleppo, news had arrived there that 
Teimuraz, on account of being urged by the Turks to turn Muffulmaru had fought 
refuge in Mufcovy with a Chriftian Prince, as well as himfelf a feftary of the Greek 
church, after which he attempted but fruitlefsly through his interference, he being on 
intimate terms with the King of Perfia, to obtain the liberation of his mother. It was 
even faid that this interference was the caufe of Abbas infifting on her apoftatizing, as 
in cafe of her turning Mahometan it would juftify his refufal, or objedling would give 
a colour to his putting her to death. However this may be, the latent (parks of hatred 
in the bread of Teimuraz were kindled into a flame upon this new outrage, and, joined 
by the Muscovites, he breathed nothing but war and revenge. Thefe, moved to pity 
and indignation at fuch an atrocity, afforded him aid, and taking his route through 
CIreaflia and by the Caucafian mountains, which lay between Georgia and Mufcovy, 
this Prince re-entered Georgia, and not only in his own country but aifo in that of the 
murdered Luarfab had attacked the Perfians with great hopes of fuccefs ; the way 
being paved for him by a terrible (laughter of Mahometans, on the part of the fame 
Mourn, chief of the Georgians, and arenegado, who, as I have before related, was the 
?ir(t inffigator of all their calamities, and governed this country for the young Prince, 
in the hands of the King of Perfia. Moura at length becoming fufpeiied by Abbas, 
from the great authority he poffefled, the wily King intended to put him to death ; this, 
however, being difeovered by Moura, he repented his conduit to Luarfab, and forgave 
the injury he had received, already too amply revenged. It is faid he has renounced 
Ifiamifm, and made profefTion anew of Chriftianity ; that, by a piece of artifice, he has 
deltroyed feveral general officers belonging to the Perfians, who had fhortly before ar¬ 
rived in that country, and either dethroned or put to death the young Mahometan 
Prince. He is, it is further faid, induftrioufly employed in rendering Teimuraz Ibve- 
reign of all thofe countries, and delivering his nation entirely from the tyranny of 
Perfia, and the religion of its falfe prophet. This news, however, I do not give for 
fact, but relate it merely as it was current. 


Not- 
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Nothwithftanding the misfortune which, as I have related, befel Teimuraz and the 
murdered Luarfab, the dominions of the latter are on their old footing, fliii governed 
by a relative of his family, but a Muffulman and a fubjeft of Perfia, unlefs the Hft- 
mentioned news be true, and it be relieved from his yoke. Teimuraz is ft ill alive, 
although deprived of his dominions ; bis country and his children enflayed by Perfia, 
his mother martyred, and part of his territories depopulated and laid watte. In 
ihort, hitherto he waits for what fortune or rather Providence may have in ftore for 
him. 

There are three other Georgian Princes, that is to fay, of Imeriti, Odiffii, and G uriel, 
who have conftantly flourifhed, and continue to do fo, preferving their dominions in 
profperity, without fuffering from the Mahometans. The territories of the two Princes 
of Odxfhi and Guriel lay on the Black Sea, fomewhat expofed indeed to attack from 
the naval power of the Turks; but pbffeffing, in confequence of their pofition, the ad¬ 
vantage of a confiderable trade in filks and other articles with Conftantinople and the 
whole of Greece. In order to keep friends with fuch powerful neighbours, and that 
they may have no moleftation from them, they profefs a dependance on lurkey, and by 
dint of prefents and continual fervices manage to fecure for themfelves peace and tran¬ 
quillity. They, however, never admit the Turks into their country to affume command, 
nor allow a paffage even for their army to any other part. On the contrary, they 
preferve fuch perfedt liberty, that notwithftandtDg the Polifh CofTacks, who dwell at the 
mouth of the Dnieper on the Black Sea, be conftantly inimical to the Turks, and are 
ever injuring them, the Georgians neverthelefs receive them as friends, being Chriftians, 
and intermarry with them; nay it is faid that the King of Poland maintains a friendly 
intercourfe and correfpondence with them, and that veffels frequently traffic between 
the two countries, a circumftance likely to be of great confequence to the Georgians, 
the Coffacksat prefent being mafters of the Black Sea, and very powerful; add to which, 
the King of Poland by means of this fea, in cafe of thdr being difturbed by the Per- 
iians or Turks, might render them affifiance, andthefe again be of fervice to the Coffacks, 
the ports of the countries affording fecure retreats to cruizers, in their different ex¬ 
peditions, Moreover, it is not impoffible that their pofition may in fame future time 
be highly advantageous, fhould any great enterprife be undertaken hereafter by the 
Europeans againft Conftantinople, in facilitating an attack upon it by fea as well as by 
land. 

As for the dominions of the Prince of Jmeriti, from their laying more in the heart of 
the country, farther diftant from the Perfians and Turks, and being well defended on 
all Odes by mountains, rivers, and difficult paffages, he is independant of either one or 
the other ; exteriorly indeed he pretends friendlhip to both, at the fame time miftrufting 
each, and admitting neither one nor the other to march their armies through his 
territories. In this he fhews his policy, as either, on account of difference of religion, 
would ruin him if he could : for the Mahometans, notwithftandmg they profefs and 
appear to be friendly to Chriftbns under their government, never tolerate them except 
when induced by intereft or neceflity, and incapable of afting otherwife ; for ultimately 
they have ever ended in exterminating them, as the cafe with the Greeks of Conftan¬ 
tinople, of more recent date with the late Kings of Hungary, and in various other 
inftances known to all the world. 

After thus having rendered a full account of the temporal condition of Georgia as I 
found it, I Iball now fpeak of the fpiritual. The Georgians at a very early period em¬ 
braced the faith of Chrift, to which they were converted by a foreign female Have, about 
the year 330. By this Have many great miracles are faid to have been performed ; 
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her name, however, is unknown, even to the inhabitants of the country, notwithftand- 
ing they have retained her hiftory ; her only denomination in our martyrology being 
that of Serva fanta Chrifti . From the Greeks, I believe, they firft received the faith 
in the time of the Emperors of Conftantinople, and in confequence adopted the Greek 
ceremonies ; thofe they now obferve. The office of the church is read in their own 
language, which is written in two forts of chara&ers, the one called Cudfuri, ufed in 
churches and for their facred books, the other Chedroii, for common ufe; and although 
this he not the character of the church, the holy books are neverthelefs written in it 
for the benefit of feculars. The Georgians have conftantly followed the tenets and 
ritual of the Greek church, and poffibly are yet involved in its errors. Among the 
Greeks, indeed, thefe are lefs numerous than in the other of the ealtern churches, and 
the Georgians admit even fewer poffibly than the Greeks ; but as they form a nation little 
addicted to ftudy, arms being their chief occupation, they are confequently ignorant, 
and but few among them pay attention to thefe matters, living like good Chriftians in 
the faith. As, however, there are fome of their country much more addifled than the 
Greeks to the examination of their own books, it follows, that one meets with an invincible 
ignorance in them, which is excufable. Moreover, being uninformed of the latter councils, 
after the holding of which the Greeks ftill retained certain errors front which the Georgi¬ 
ans continue free, (as is juftly remarked by Baronius in his Martyrology, and Gabriel 
Prateolus in his Catalogue alphabetize des Heretiques\ they Hand more juftified for thofe 
to which they adhere than the Greeks. In addition to this, they are free from the prefump- 
tion of the Greeks with refpect to the fupreniacy of the church; and notwithHanding 
they in certain matters acknowlege the Patriarch of Conftantinople, they are not fubject to 
him,appointing their metropolitan among themfelves,nor fuffering any juriidiftion on his 
part over their church. They have likewife a great refpetT: for Rome, St. Peter and 
St. Paul, much reverence for the Pope, and are void of that a verfion entertained by the 
Greeks to fupremacy. They are neither proud, perverfe, nor hypocritical; neither 
are they deceitful in their treaties like the Greeks, but, on the contrary, mild, docile, 
honeft, ffmple, and fo eafy to be deceived, that, as I have before related, they owe to 
this the whole of the misfortunes which have befallen them from the Mahometans. In 
addition, they are fubjeft to Chriftian Princes, form a republic, and poffiefs a government 
as well for temporal as fpiritual affairs; a matter of chief importance, feeing that thofe 
nations which have not any chief, nor any eftabliffied form of government in the Eaft, 
are made fubjeft to infidel fovereigns, who at bottom are the enemies of all Chriftians. 
With fuch how is a general union poffible ? What councils for the purpofe can there 
be affembled ? And in cafe of a fynod, what refolutions could there be adopted ? Or 
who, on their being framed, would obferve them ? And, Haves as they are, might not 
any difference which ffiould follow ; might not calumny afford a pretext to the Ma¬ 
hometans to deftroy them, and perfecute the whole body of Chriftians under their 
dominion ? But all this is poffible among the Georgians, on account of their poffeffmg 
a regular government, a religion and a King of their own nation, ruling with defpotic 
fway according to the manner of the Eaft ; nor is there a doubt but great advantage 
would refult from fuch an undertaking, provided it were zealoufly begun, and the 
inhabitants were inftrufted by competent perfons acquainted with their language j 
although, for what caufe I know not, while the Holy See has employed itfelf zealauflv 
for the reunion of the reft of Chriftians in the Eaft, and has been lavifli of expence 
to reclaim and reunite the Greeks and other nations, it has hitherto paid no attention to 
the Georgians, who are not more diftantly fituated, nor more inacceffible than the 
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others, not Iefs dear to God, nor lefs deferring of the care of the Romifli Church, 
This confederation has prompted me, acquainted as I am with their affairs, and ftrongly 
attached to them, as well fpiritually as by the ties of friendfhip fubfifting between my- 
felf and many perfons belonging to that country, to reprefent this matter to you, and 
implore Your Holinefs in the moft prefling manner to exercife your wifdom in fuc- 
couring them ; for the fewer errors to which they may hereafter be fubjeft, the greater 
the merit which Your Holinefs will evince in the eyes of God, and the more brilliant 

your glory before man. . ,. . 

In order, however, that your Holinefs may not be ignorant of the means by which 
this is to be effected, and the ways by which fuccour may be fent, I have to inform 
you that there are three. 

The firft and fhorteft is by Conftanfinople, whence one may travel to that country 
by land, pafling from Scutam into Alia in fafety with caravans, or companies of mer¬ 
chants, who are conftantly going thither through Irebifond, and eftefl the journey in 
a month; but much more cafiiy and by a fhorier courfe by fea ; the tranfit feldoni 
taking up more than from five to eight days. I he moft fit perfons for fuch an entei- 
prize would be the Jefuits, the Dominican friars, and the Francifcans, who have a con¬ 
vent there and a church $ but efpeciaily the Jefuits, on account of its being their pecu¬ 
liar province to devote themfelves to the fpiritual health of their neighbour, to in/truct 
and eftablifh colleges and fchools, which, as is evinced by experience, is the bed and 
moll excellent of all methods. However, in pafling from Conftantinople into Georgia, 
I conceive there may exifl fome difficulty, owing to the objeftiou of the r l urks to 
people of our religion entering that country, particularly if known to be monks or 
priefts; neverthelefs, I have no doubt, but individuals poffeffed of prudence and a 
knowlege of Turkey, at the fame time familiar with the languages, by affuming a 
different drefs, and fimulating the character of a merchant, or foine other avocation, 
may travel thither with little danger of difcovery, going in fmall numbers and at differ¬ 
ent periods. 

The fecond way is by Perfia, and much more eafy, by accompanying the cafila, or 
caravan of merchants, firft to the dominions of Luarfab, at prefent lubje£t to the Per- 
fians, and thence to the other and all oT the dates of Georgia. For this purpofe, from 
that quarter the Portugueze Auguftins might be difpatched, who have churches in 
Perfia, or more properly the Carmelites; as well as that in their abftinence from meat 
they much referable the oriental friars, as that from the aufterity of their mode of life, 
they would have more influence upon the monks and prelates of the country and afford 
a more excellent example for the people. They would have greater facility in their 
enterpize from the late martyrdom of the Princefs Ketevan at Shiras, whole body is 
faid to be interred in the convent of the Auguftins, through the means of the relations 
of the metropolitan. Allahverdi, and feveral others of the chief of the Georgians, with 
whom I have formed an intimacy. In this cafe it would be requifite I fbould acconir 
pany them;' and that every thing fhould be conducted with the greateft caution, 
fecrefy, and add refs, that the King of Perfia might have no fufpicion of any other 
defign intended under this cover, which might expofe the adventurers to much injury, 
as well as the Georgians themfelves. 

The third and laft courfe is by the way of Poland. From the extremities of this 
kingdom one may readily reach the Black Sea, and thence in a very few days arrive in 
Georgia. This voyage may alfo be effected by defcending the Dnieper, paffmg by Kiovia, 
feid to be the Tamos of Pontus, whither Ovid was baniftied. In Poland there would be 
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no want of monks for this purpofe either among the Jefuits, Dominicans, or Carmelite 
friars, all of whom have convents in that country; nor would the furtherance of the plan 
on the part of the King be wanting, fa good a Catholic and fo pious as he is; nay, 
we ihould meet with alii ft an ce From his ValTals the Coflacs, through whofe means mif-* 
iionaries might enter Georgia in perfect fecurity, with abifliop, even nuncio or ambaf- 
fador, it neceilary. The Ruffians alfo in Poland might be of foine avail, as following 
hitherto the Greek ritual; although fome among them be Roman Catholics, they 
might be inftrumental in inducing them to perfevere in the Catholic faith, arid would 
fet them a valuable example. But Your Holinefs who, feparate from your confum- 
mate wifdom, are moreover infpired by the Holy Spirit, will readily difcover many 
other and preferable methods to what I can point out, I, therefore, befeech you to 
accept this account, containing the fummaryof all the information I poffefs, as a 
teftimonial of my reverence for the Holy See, and zeal for the propagation of the 
religion and the fervice of Chrift ; with which I conclude: molt humbly killing 
Your Holinefs’s feet. 
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THE TRAVELS OF SIR JOHN CHARDIN, 

BT THE WAY OF THE BLACK SEA, 

THROUGH TU£ COUNTRIES Qt 

CIRCASSIA, MINGRELIA, THE COUNTRY OF THE ABCAS; GEORGIA, 
ARMENIA, AND MEDIA, INTO PERSIA PROPER; 

With a very curious and accurate Account, not only of the Countries through which he travelled, but of 
the Manners and Cuftoms, Religion and Government, Commerce and Inclinations of the feveral Nations 
that inhabit them ; Relations To much the more curious, as thofe Countries and the People dwelling in 
them, had not been tolerably defer!bed before by any Author *. 

i. A fticcinft Introductory Account of the worthy Perfon by whom ihefe Travels were 
written ; of the Value rf them ; and of the peculiar Excellencies by which they are dij- 
tinguijhed. — 2. An Account of the Thracian Bofphorus ; of the delightful Profpecls in 
failing through it ; and the beautiful Countries upon the Coajl . — 3, The Author's 
Arrival at Caffa ; a Defcriptmi of the Country of the Grim Tartars^ and of the Con- 
ditkn , Cu/loniSy and Manners of that Nation* *■— 4. The Cberks, Abcas y and other 
barbarous Nations ihat y however , Jlyle themfdves Chrijlians y largely defended ; with 
fame very curious Remarks on the State and Strength of thofe Nations. — 5* A more 
particular Relation of the Mingreitans y Cara Cberks y or Black Circajftans y and other 
Inhabitants of that Country t known to the Ancients by the Name of Colchis* — 6. The 
large and fruitful Country of Mingrelia exactly defer ibed ; with a View of the Govern- 
merit) Forces y Way of living, and dijfolute Manners of all Ranks and Degrees of People 
who inhabit it . — 7. Of the terrible Corruption y in point of Religion^ which reigns 
amongJl them ; and from whence it appears to be a wild and extravagant Mixture of 
Atheifm and SuperJlition y kept up by the Arts and Frauds of their Priejis y who are tittle 
better than Cheats and Jugglers. — 8. The Principality ofGuriel y and the Kingdom of 
Imeretta y anciently called Iberia ; with the Countries adjacent defer ibed -, and the Manner 
in which they lojl their Independency y and became Tributaries to the Turks. — g. The 
Author continues his Journey through Mingrelia ; is prefent at the Ceremony of baptiz¬ 
ing two Children y of which he gives a large and particular Account . — 1 o, The famous 
Mountain Caucafus deferibed; and a View of the Condition of its prefent Inhabitant s 
— 11 .A large and circumjlaniial Detail of the Country arid Inhabitants of Georgia ; 
with a Defcription of the capital City of TejjlLu and the State of the Roman Catholic 
Millenaries in that Country* — 1 2. The Author s Travels through the Countries at 

the Foot of Mount Taurus y forming a little Principality inhabited by the Coffins __. 

13. An Account of the famous City of Erivan y and of the Country of Armenia y of which 
it is the Capital ; as well as of the People who inhabit it. — 14. A Digreffton concern¬ 
ing the Marriages of the Perfians y and the Reafons why Divorces y though lawful 
amongfl them 9 are feldom prahlifed. — 15* The Author's fubfeauent Obfervatians in his 
Travels through Armenia, and of the Fortrejfes creeled to prevent the Incurfwns of 
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the Turku — 1 6. Of the noble Province of Azerbeyan, anciently called Media ; nwith 
an Account of a fpurious Kind of Cochineal prepared by the Inhabitants . — 17* ^ Pf m 
fcription of~the large, populous, and magnificent City of Tauris ; the prodigious Fertility 
of the Country round about it; and a Comparifon between the different Climates of 
Media and Parthia ; with many other curious Particulars. —■ 18. A Defcription of the 
lafi-mentioned Province ; and of the Cities of Ebher and Cafbin, in the Neighbourhood 
of which grow the JineJi Grapes in the World. — 19. An Account of the famous City of 
Rey, formerly one of the largeji in Afia; of which there are now jcarce any Ruins 
remaining. — 10. The City of Com, and the glorious Tombs of the Perjian Saints therein 
fully deferibed ; with an Account if the adjacent Country .— 21. A Defcription of the 
City of Qajhan ; with an Account of the feveral Manufactures carried on there , and of 
the fruitful Country about it. — 22. The Author's Account of two other Roads leading 
from Warfaw to Jfpahan, and from Ifpahan to Mofcow. — 23. Remarks and Obferva - 
tions upon the foregoing Section. 

i, tt TE have very large and confiderable colle&ions of travels through the empire 
V V of Perfia, and the provinces depending upon it; and, indeed, there are very 
few countries that better deferve to be vifited, or which afford either the traveller him- 
felf, or whoever perufes his accounts, more entertainment than Perfia. Notwithftand- 
ing this, many inconveniencies would arife from inferting numerous accounts of travels 
through this country, becaufe of neceflity it mull produce many repetitions, which 
would appear tedious and troublefoine, as well as perplexing to the reader, i lie 
method therefore that we fliall take, is to give in this fetlion the I ravels of Sir John 
Chardin, from Conftantinople into the Pevfian dominions; and in the fublequent 
feflions we fhall give a defcription, in as regular a method as is po/Hble, of the whole 
empire, diftinguifhed into its feveral provinces, with whatever occurs remarkable or 
worthy of notice in the works of other celebrated travellers, fo as to preferve the mar¬ 
row and quinteflence of their relations, without embarraffing ourfelves with things of 
lefs confequence and particulars, that without the Ieafl prejudice to the deygn of this 
work may be as well omitted. By this means we fliall bring into a reasonable com- 
pafs all that is requifite, and give a diftintt and clear notion of the paft and prefent 
condition of one of the moft powerful and famous empires of the earth. 

The reafon we made choice of Sir John Chardin’s Travels, by way of introduction, 
was his taking a different route from molt other travellers, viz. by the Black Sea, and 
the countries that border upon it, which are fcarce deferibed by any other traveller, or 
at Ieafl: are deferibed by none with equal plainnels and perfpicuity. It rifes from hence, 
that, generally Ipeaking, we have only confuted and imperfect conceptions concerning 
thefe countries and their inhabitants, which, however, it is of fome importance that we 
fhould know more diftinftly; becaufe as they made a great figure in ancient hiftory, 
fo it is not at all impoffible, that as low and defpic'able as they now feem, they may 
hereafter come to change their circumftances, and appear with new luftre, if not in 
ours, yet in the eyes of our pofterity. It is very' evident, that from their fituation they 
are very confiderable; and if their inhabitants were well governed, and lived in tolerable 
correfpondence with each other, they might be now, as they were heretofore, equally 
formidable to the Grand Signior, fucceflbr to the Greek monarchsof Conftantinople, 
and to the Perfian emperors. We have a late inftance of this in the cafe of Nadir Shah, 
who received from thefe defpifed and barbarous people, that check which proved firfl 
fatal ro his authority, and in the end to his perfon. The author of thefe travels was a 
gentleman of a good family in France, and of a liberal education ; he applied himfcU 
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to commerce very early, and profecuted with great fuccefs the moft confiderable 
branch of foreign trade, that of dealing as a merchant in jewels, which he underllood 
perfectly, and by which he acquired, with an unfpotted character, a very large and 
affluent fortune. He made feveral excurfions into the Eaft, by different roads, and 
refided feveral years in Perfia; had very great and uncommon opportunities of enter¬ 
ing deeply into the fubjefits of which he has treated, and digefled his accounts with 
great accuracy and perfpicuity; fo that they have been efleemed not only here but in 
France, and throughout Europe in general, as the moft perfeft in their kind that have 
hitherto appeared. 

This gentleman, when the perfeeution againft the Proteftants broke out in France, 
came over hither, and brought with him great riches. He was received with much 
refpeft at court, and King Charles the lid, as a mark of his favour, bellowed upon him, 
in the month of March 1693, the honour of knighthood. He publifhed the firft edition 
of his Travels in our language, in a large folio volume, but they have been fince feveral 
times printed with many corrections, great improvements, and conftderable augmenta¬ 
tions in French. He continued to refide here, and purchafed a confiderable eflate, fa 
that in the reign of Queen Anne, we find him frequently mentioned by fuch as took 
occafion to fhew how much the wealth of England was improved, and its trade increafed,. 
by encouraging foreigners of the Proteftant religion to come and fettle amongft us. 
Sir John died at a good old age, on Chriftmas-day 1712. He left behind two Tons and 
feveral daughters. 

His eldeft foil was created a baronet of this kingdom by His late Majefty King George 
the Eirft ; and having purchafed from Grantham Andrews, Efq. of Sunbury, the noble 
feat of Kempton-Park, in the County of Middlefex, and not far from Hampton-Court, 
fixed there, and is ftiil living and unmarried. The old gentleman employed a great 
part of the latter period of his life in completing his book of Travels, and intended, as 
himfelf informs us, to have written a diflinct treatife, explaining a great variety of paf- 
fages in the Scripture, from the cuftoms and manners of the eaftern nations, with which 
no man was better acquainted than he; but by many unlucky accidents was hindered 
from fulfilling that promife, to the no final! concern of the learned world ; who ex¬ 
pected with great impatience fo ufeful and inftruftive a book, of writing jvhich he was 
extremely capable, and of feeing any thing of the fame kind, the public fince his deceafe 
feem to defpair. 

2. Sir John Chardin left Paris, Aug. 17, 1671, with an intention to go to the Eaft 
Indies, and travelling by way of Milan, Venice, and Florence, arrived at Leghorn 
in the end of O Sober, and embarking in a fhip, under a Dutch convoy, arrived at 
Smyrna, March 2, 1672, and twelve days after at Conftantinople.. He remained in 
this city four months, and in the mean time there happening a quarrel between the 
Grand Vizier and the French anibaffador, which caufed a report, that the Grand Vizier 
intended to arreft the ambaffador, and all the French nation, he was afraid that his 
goods, which were very rich, and very confiderable in quantity, would be feized ; And fo 
fought all means to get out of Conftantinople, and to proceed on his journey to Perfia. 

The caravans in thofe hot months did not travel; but the Porte being about to fend 
a new commander, with fome foldiers and money, as they do. yearly, to the fort of 
Azoph, which (lands upon the lake Mceotis, he obtained paffage in a Turkifh faiefc 
belonging to that fleet, and embarked, July 271, at a port in the Thracian Bofphorus, 
This channel, which is about fifteen miles in length, and about two in breadth, in moft 
parts, but in others lefs, fo called becaufe an ox may fwitn over it, is certainly one of 
the lovelieft parts of the world j for the fhores are riling, and covered over withhoufes 
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of pfeaftire, woods, gardens, parks, delightful profpefts, and wilderness, watered with 
thoufands of fprings and fountains : the pafiage through it, in fair weather, is exceed¬ 
ing diverting, by reafon of the great number of barks which are continually failing to 
and fro, and the profpectof Conftantinople from the top of it, which is about two miles 
Aidant/is the moft charming that ever eyes beheld. There are four caftles {landing 
by it, all well fortified with great guns, two of them eight miles from the Black Sea, 
and two at the mouth of the channel, which is the moll dangerous place for fliipwrecks 

in all the Euxine Sea. . . 

On the 3d of Auguft, in the morning, he arrived at Cafta, a port m the 1 auric 
Cherfonefe, or"Peninfula, fo called, becaufe it was firft inhabited by the Scythians of 
Mount Taurus. It is thirty-five leagues from north to fouth, and fifty-five from eaft 
to weft. The ifthmus, iliat joins it to the continent, is not above a league in breadth- 
It is inhabited by the Crim Tartars, who dwell in cities and towns ; whereas their neigh¬ 
bours the Nogays and Cahnues dwell in tents, as the reft do on the continent. 

Caffa is a great town built at the bottom of a little hill, upon the fea-fliore, and 
encompaffed with ftrong walls, that advance a little into the fea. It hath two caftles : 
the one, which Hands on a riling ground on the fouth fide, is large, and commands all 
the parts thereabouts, and is the refidence of a balha; the other is not fo big, but is 
well furnilhed with guns. They reckon about four thoufand houfes in it, of which 
about three thoufand two hundred are Mahometans, Turks, and Tartars, and the reft: 
Chriftians, Greeks, and Armenians. The houfes are fmall, and built of earth 3 as are 
alfc their bazars, mofques, and baths. The foil about it is dry and Tandy, bearing little 
fruit, and the water is bad, but the air is very pure and wholefome. All provifions are 
very cheap and good, mutton not being above a farthing a pound, and other things 
proportionable.' r l he road of Caffa is fheltered from the winds, except on the north 
and fouth-eaft fides, and the fliips lie clofe to the fhore fafely in ten or twelve fathom 
water. There is a great trade driven here in falt-fifh and cavearc, which being taken 
out of the lake Mceotis, that is twenty-fix miles diftant from it, in great quantities, are 
tranfported into Europe, and as far as the Indies. Theyalfo export corn, butter, and fait, 
with which they furnifh Conftantinople, and feveral other places 3 for the Caffa butter, 
is the beft in jll Turkey.. 

from Caffa he went in a fhip bound for Colchis, Aug. 30, and the next day arrived 
at Donflow, or the fall-pits, fifty miles from Caffa, on the fhore. Here are great marfhes 
of fait, which is made by letting in the fea-water, and fuffering it to congeal by the fun. 
The people fay, that two hundred veffels are laden here with fait yearly, paying only 3s. 
a day to thofe that load it. About a mile from the fhore is an habitation of the Tartars, 
where there is not above ten or twelve houfes with a little mofque, and round about it 
a great number of tents, with feveral waggons clofe covered, which ferve them inftead 
of'houfes. The tents for themfelves are very handfome, being made with poles, and 
covered with large light furs well ftretched upon them 3 their infide is commonly hung 
with tapeftry, and the floor is laid with the fame. Every family hath two other tents 
belonging to them, covered with a great farplar of wool, one for their fervants, and 
kitchen, in which is a pit five feet deep, to make a fire in to drefs their meat, and the 
other for their horfes and cattle. 

They ftore up their com and forage in magazines under ground, which they cover 
fo cxattly, that none can find them but themfelves. They can remove their tents with 
a fmall trouble, and in a very little time, and carry them away in carts drawn by oxen 
and horfes, of which they breed a great number. They prorefs the Mahometan reli¬ 
gion but mix with it ftrange fuperftitious and ridiculous opinions of for tune-tel ling and 
B ’ divination. 
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divination. From Donflow he failed all along in the channel to Cape Cuodas,. which 
Ptolemy calls Cirocondoma, where the coafts that bound the lake Moeotis, which are 
very high lands, are feen at about thirty miles diftance. 

4. From the channel of the lake Mccotis, to Mingrelia, is reckoned fix hundred 
miles along the coafts, which confift of pleafant woods, inhabited by a fort of Tartars, 
called Circafiians, and by the Turks, Cherks, but fo thinly, that the country looks 
like a defart. The ancients called them Zagasans, or mountainers; and Pomponius 
Mela, Sargacians. They are neither iubjefts nor tributary to the Port, becaufe their 
country producing nothing valuable, the Turks think it not worth the toil of conquer¬ 
ing it. * The veffels that come from Conftantinople to Mingrelia trade with this 
people, but with their arms in their hands, and by hoftages, for they are infidelity 
and perfidioufnefs itfelf, and will never fail to Heal where they find an opportunity. 
The trade with them is managed by exchange, the Cherks bringing down flaves of all 
fexes and ages, honey, wax, leather, jackals, zandava, and other beads’ ikins, for fuch 
commodities as they want. 

Circaflia is a pleafant Country, and the foil is very fruitful, bringing forth great 
plenty of all forts of fruit without trouble, as cherries, apples, pears, walnuts; but 
their chief wealth confifts in cattle, as well-fhaped horfes, which are fo fwift and good, 
that they will tire the wild beafts, and catch them in plain courfe; goats, deer, and 
llieep, the wool of which is as fine as that of Spain, which the Mufcovires fetch to 
make felts. They fow no grain but millet for their own bread, and barley for their 
horfes; and their women till and manure their ground: their drink is water and 
boza, which is a liquor made of millet, as intoxicating as wine: they live in wooden 
huts, and go almoft naked. Every one is a fworn enemy to thofe that live in the 
provinces round about him. Their beds are made of fheep-fkins fowed together, and 
fluffed with millet-leaves, beaten in the threfhing as fmall as oat-chaff. They were 
formerly Chriftians, but now have no religion; no, not fo much as the light of nature 
among them, fave what they place in the obferving certain fuperftitious ceremonies, 
borrowed both from the Chriftians and Mahometans. 

The Abcas border upon the Cherks, pofTeffing about an hundred miles upon the 
fea-coafts, between Mingrelia and Circaflia. They are not fo favage as the Cherks, 
but are as much inclined to thieving and robbery; fo that the merchants trade with 
them with the like caution, and after the fame manner. September the 10th, he 
arrived at Ifgaour, a port in Mingrelia, where all the veffels that trade thither fie. It 
is a defart place, without any habitations, only the traders that come thither build 
themfelves huts and booths of boughs For the time of their abode, which is ufually as 
long as they find themfelves fafe from the Abcas. 

5. Colchis or Mingrelia is fituated at the end of the Black Sea: it is bounded on the 
eaft by the little kingdom of Imeretta, on the fouth by the Black Sea, on the weft by 
the Abcas, and on the north by mount Caucafus. The Corax and Phafis, two famous 
rivers in the ancient hiftories, now called Coddours and Rione, part it, the firft from 
the Abcas, and the other from Imeretta. The length of it is about one hundred 
and ten miles, and the breadth fixty. It was once fortified againft the Abcas, by 
a wall of fixty miles in length, which is long fince demolifhed, and become a thick 
foreft. 

The inhabitants of Caucafus that border upon Colchis, are the Alanes, Suanes, 
Gigues, Caracioles, or Cara-cherks, i. e. black Circaffians, fo called by the Turks, not 
from their completion, for they are the faireft people in the world, but from their 
country, becaufe it is always darkened with fogs and clouds. They were alfo anciently 
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Ghriflians, but now profefs no religion, but live by robbery and rapine, having nothing 
that can entitle them to humanity but fpeech. They are very tall and portly, and their 
very looks and fpeech lhew their favage difpofitions, being the molt refolute affaffins 
and daring robbers in the world. 

The ancient kingdom of Colchis was much larger than Mingrelia now is, extending 
itfelf to the lake Mceotis on the one fide, and Iberia on the other. The country itfelf 
is uneven, full of hills and mountains, valleys and plains. It is almoft covered with 
woods, except the manured lands, which are but few, and tbofe preferred by grubbing 
up the roots, that are continually fprending into them. The air is temperate, as to 
heat and cold, but very unwholefome, by reafon of the continual wet, which 
being heated by the fun, breeds peftilences and feveral other dillempers. It 
abounds with waters, which defeend from mount Caucafus, and fall into the 
Black Sea. The principal rivers are the Caddours, of old called Corax ; the So com, 
called by Arrian, Tertfen, and by Ptolemy, Thaffaris; the Lang us, of old Aftulphus ; 
the Gobi, called by Arrian, Cobo; the Cianifcari, called anciently, Cianeus; the 
Tacheur, called by Arrian, Sigemus, and the Shenifcari, i. e. River-horfe, called there¬ 
fore by the Greeks, Hippos: and the Abafcia, called by Arrian, Caries; and Ptolemy, 
Cantus; which two laft mix with the Phafis about twenty mites from the place where 
it falls into the fea. 

The foil is very bad, and produces little com or pulfe, and the fruits are almoft 
wild, without tafte, and unwholefome, unlefs it be their vines, which thrive well there, 
and produce moft excellent wine. The earth is fo moift in feed-time, that when they 
fow their wheat and barley, they never plough it at all, but fprinkle it upon the earth ; 
for they fay, that fhould they plough it, the land would be fo loft, that all their corn 
would fall. They plough their lands for their other corn, with plough (hares of 
wood, which make as good furrows as iron, becaufe their land is very moift and 
tender. Their common grain is gomm, which is as final 1 as coriander feed, and 
refembles millet. Of this they make a pafte, which they ufe for bread, and prefer it 
before wheat; which is not to be wondered at, for it is very acceptable to the palate, 
and conducive to health, being cooling and laxative. They have alfo great plenty of 
millet, fome rice, with wheat and barley, but very fcarce. The people of quality eat 
wheaten bread as a rarity, but the meaner fort very feldom or never tafte of it. 

The ordinary food of the. country is beef and pig, of which laft they have great plenty,, 
and the beft in the world. They have alfo goat’s flefli, but it is lean, and not well- 
tafted. Their wild-fowl is very good, but fcarce. Their venifon is the wild boar, 
hart, ftag, fallow deer, and hare, all which are excellent food. They have partridges, 
pheafants, and quails in abundance, with fome river fowl and wild pidgeons, which are 
good meat, and as big as a crammed chicken. Their nobility fpend their whole time 
in the field, ufmg lanner-hawks, gof-hawks, hobbies, and others, for their fports, to 
catch water-fowl and pheafants; but their moft delightful paftime is the flight of the 
falcon at the heron, which they catch only for the tuft upon his crown, to put upon 
their bonnets ; for they let him go again when they have cut it off, that it may grow 
lip anew. 

6, Mount Caucafus produceth a great number of wild beafts, as tygers, leopards,, 
lions, wolves, and jacals, which laft make gieat havock among!! their cattle and 
horfes, and often difturb their houfes with their dreadful howlings. They have large 
numbers of horfes, and thofe very good ones, which every man almoft keeps in great 
ftorc, becaufe their keeping ftands them in little or nothing, for they neither flioe 
them, nor feed them with corn. They have no cities nor towns, except two by the 
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feaTide ; but their houfes are fo thick up and down the country, that you can hardly 
travel a mile but you meet with three or four. There are nine or ten cattles in the 
country, of which the 1 chiefeft is called Ruis, and it is the court of the Prince. Their 
houfes are all built with timber, which is plentiful, and the poorer fort never raife 
above one ttory, nor the rich above two* The lower rooms are always familhed 
with bed and couches to lie down on or to fit upon, becaufe of the moifture of the 
earth, but are inconvenient, becaufe they have no windows nor chimneys* 

They have but one room for their whole family, and fo lie all together. The men 
me well fhaped, and the women fo handfome, that they feem born for commanding 
love. They all paint their eyebrows, and'their faces abominably. They drefs them- 
lelves with all the curiofity they can, their habit being like the Periians, and their head 
attire like the European women, even to the curling of their hair* They are witty and 
civil, but to balance that, haughty, deceitful, cruel, and impudent. The men have 
alfo as many nuichievo*:s qualities, and there is no wickednefs to which they are not 
addicted * but that which they moft praclife and delight in is theft* This they make 
their employ merit and glory. They juftify it as lawful to have many wives ; becaufe, 
they fay, u They bring us many children* which we can fell for ready money, or 
exchange for ncceflary conveniencesyet, when they have not wherewithal to main¬ 
tain them, they hold it a piece of charity to murder infants new born, as alfo they do 
fuch as are fick and patt recovery ; becaufej they fay, “ they free- them from a deal of 
inifery* 3 ' 

The gentlemen of this country have full power over the lives and effotes of their 
tenants, to fell and difpofeof their wives and children as they think fit, and every coun¬ 
tryman is bound to furnifh his lord with as much corn, wine, cattle, and other provi- 
fions as he wSffEb. The lords decide the quarrels of their vaffals ; but if, they them* 
felves are at variance, they decide it by arms, which makes them go all armed with a 
lance, bow, and iword. Their habit is peculiar; they wear very little beard, and 
cover their heads with a thin felt cap in fummer, and a furred bonnet in winter : over 
their bodies they wear little fhirts, which fall to their knees, and tuck into a ftrait pair 
of breeches,; but they never have above one fhirt and one pair of breeches, which 
Jafl them a year, and in all that time never walh them above thrice, only once or twice a 
week they make it (for a certain purpofe) over the fire* 

The whole family, without diftinciion, eat all together, both males and females. 
The King with all his train* to his very grooms, and the Queen with her maids and fer- 
vants. They dine in the open courts in lair weather, and if it be cold, they make a 
roofing fire, for wood cofts them nothing. Upon working*days the fervants have 
nothing but goram, and the matters pulfe, dried filh, or flefh; but on holy~days, or 
when they make entertainments, they kill a hog, ox, or cow, if they have no venifon. 
They are very great drinkers, both men and women, and at their feafts provoke their 
friends as much as they can to drinking. They‘drink their wine pure, and beginning 
with pints, proceed to much greater quantities* Their difeourfe at their merry meet* 
mgs is, with the men, about their wars and robberies, and among their women obfeene 
tales of their amours* 

M ngrelia is but thinly peopled, by reafon of their wars, and the vatt numbers fold 
* to the Perfians and Turks by the nobility. All trade in it is driven. By way of barter, 
for they have no fet price of money among them j the fpecies current are piaftres, 
Eu ch crowns, and abaffis, which are made in Georgia, and ftamped with the Perfian 
ftamp. The revenues of the Prince of Mingrelia amount at mod to twenty thoufand 
crowns, wh ch arifes from the cuftoms of goods exported and imported, the Haves he 
foils, politicos and fines; and this he lays up, for his Haves ferve him for nothing, 
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and his crown-lands fumifli his court with more provifion than he can fpend. He is 
not able to raife above four thoufand men fit to bear arms, and thofe are ali cavalry for 
the molt part, for he has not above three hundred foot to join with them. His court, 
upon folemn feftivals, confifts of two hundred gentlemen, but upon other days of about 
one hundred and twentv. 

J 

7. The religion of the Colchians was formerly the fame with the Greeks, being 
converted, as the eedefiaftical hiftorians fay, in Conftantine’s time, by a Have: but the 
Mingrelians fay, St. Andrew preached among them in the place called Pigivitas, where 
now Hands a church, whither the Catholicos, or chief bifhop. goes once in his life-time 
to make the oil called myrone by the Greeks ; but now the Mingrelians are fallen into 
a profound abyfs of ignorance and darkneft, and have not the leaft idea of faith and 
religion, but look upon life eternal, the day of judgment, and the refurreftion, as mere 
fables devifed by men ; nor do their clergy perform any ecclefiaftic ;1 duties, for there 
is hardly one of them that can either write or read. They have utterly loft the true 
knowledge of the fcrvice of God ; but the priefts- -make a public ] ieffion of foretel¬ 
ling things to come, and make the people believe, that their books {how them the 
courfe of future events. 

The Catholicos of Mingrelia is head of all the clergy of that country^ as alfo of 
Abca, Gureil, Mount Caucafus, and Imeretta ; but the Prince appoints or depofeth 
him as he pleafeth. His revenue is very great, for he has four hundred vaflals under 
him, who furnifli his houfe with all things necetlary for human life, and many fuper- 
fluilies.^ He tells their children to the Turks ; and when lie vifits the diocefes under 
his jurifdi&ion, it is not to reform the clergy, nor inftrua the people, but to fpoil them 
of their goods, and rake together great fums. He will not confecrate a bifliop for lels 
than fix hundred crowns, nor fay a mafs for the dead under eight hundred, nor any 
other mafs under one hundred. 

The fan fifty of this prelate confifts in a continual abftinence from fiefli and wine in 
Lem, and in long prayers day and night j but he is fo ignorant, that he can hardly 
read his breviary and initial. He has fix bifliops under him, who take no care of the 
fouls of their people; nor ever vifit their churches and diocefes. They fuffer the 
priefts to live in all manner of errors, and the people to contaminate themfelves with 
the groffeft vices; they underftand not the form of baptifm, let polygamy be praftifed, 
and permit the mothers to bury their new-born children alive. All their bufinefs is 
in leafting and banqueting, where they are drunk almoft every day. They are rich, 
and go very fumptuoufly appareled, opprefling their vaffals, and felling their wives and 
children to maintain their luxury. They abftain from flefli as the Greek bifhops do, 
and place the whole Chriftian religion in the praftice of fafting, and think not them¬ 
felves obliged to do any other duty. Their cathedral is pretty neatly kept, and well 
adorned with images, which they deck with gold and jewels, believing that in fo doing 
they fatisfy God’s ju{lice, and atone for their fins. They are clothed in fcarlet and 
velvet,as the feculars are, and differ from them only in this, that they wear their beards 
long, and their bonnets black, round, and high. 

There are alfo in Mingrelia certain monks of the order of St. Bafil, who wear the 
lame habit, and live after the manner of the Greek monks, wearing black bonnets, 
eating no flelh, and Puffering their hair to grow; but they mind nothing of religibn, % 
but to obferve their {alls exactly. They have alfo nuns of the fame order, who obTerve 
their fafting days and wear a black veil, but they have no nunneries, nor are-under airy 
tows or fubordination, but quit their habit and temperance when they pleafe. 
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The priefts of Mingrelia are very numerous, but a fort of miferable creatures. They 
till their own ground and the lands of their lords, being no lefs flaves than the fecu- 
lars; nor have they any refpe£t fliewn them, but when they blefs their food at meals, 
or fay mafs. Their parilh churches have no bells, but they call the people together 
by knocking with a great flick upon a board, and they are kept as nafty as ftables, the 
images being foul and broken, and covered with duff. The worfhip which they pay 
to their images is idolatrous, for they adore them not with a relative adoration, but pay 
their devotion to the material fubftance. They worfhip fuch moil, as are fineft 
adorned, or famed for their cruelty, and if they fwear by any of thefe, they 
will never break the oath. St. Giobas is one of their mod formidable images, and 
him they will not approach nearer than they can juft fee him, but pray to him, and 
leave their prefent at that diftance; for they report, that he kills all that approach 
him very near. 

The Chriftian faints they have no value for, unlefs it be St. George, whom they 
account their chief faint, as do alfo the Georgians, Mufcovites, and Greeks. Their 
mafs is after the Greek manner, and the priefts celebrate it without any other facer- 
dotal habit but their furplices. Their cup or chalice is a goblet of wood, aud the 
cover is of the fame matter; and their patten is a wooden difh. In Lent they never 
fay mafs but on Saturdays and Sundays, for they hold that the communion fpoils their 
faffing. They confecrate unleavened or leavened bread, without any difference, aud 
never mix water with wine, unlefs it be very ftrong. 

They laugh at tianfubftantiation, and fay, “ How can Chrift get into a loaf? for 
what reafon fhould lie leave heaven to come down to the earth ?” They anoint the 
foreheads of their children with the oil called myrone, as foott as they are born; but 
baptize them not till a long time after, and then they waflt them all over with water: 
but none will baptize their children till he is able to make a feaft for the prieft, god¬ 
fathers, and gueffs, and that is the reafon many of their children die unbaptifed. They 
do not believe that ordination imprints a character not to be defaced; and, therefore, 
they ordain anew fuch priefts as have been degraded. Their marriages are a contra£t 
by way of bargain and fale, for the parents of the maid agree upon the price with the 
perfon that defires her; the price of a divorced woman is the leafl, of a widow fome- 
thing more, but of a maid moft. When the bargain is made, the young mail may 
company with the damfel till the money is paid, and it is no fcandal if fhe be with 
child. If any one has married a barren woman, or of an ill difpofitiou, they hold it 
not only lawful, but requifke to divorce her, as a match not made by God, who only 
does good. There is none that underftands the Bible, or reads it, but the women will 
repeat feveral ftories of the Gofpel, which they have by tradition. They obferve the 
fame faffs almoft as the Greeks, for they keep the four great Lents, viz,, the firft before 
Eafter, which is forty-eight days; that before Chriftmas, which is forty days; St. 
Peter’s fall:, which is near a month ; and the laft, which the eaftern Chriftians obferve 
in honour of the Virgin Mary, which continues fifteen days. They make the fign of 
the crofs when they drink wine and eat pork, but not as any mark of Chriftianity. Their 
prayers arc all addreffed to their idols for their temporal benefits, viz. their own prof- 
perity, or ruin of their enemies. They offer Sacrifices like the Jews and Gentiles. 
They never make holiday upon Sundays, or abftain from works but at the feftivals of 
Chriftmas and Eafter, which they celebrate only in eating and drinking to excefs in 
their houfes. Their greateft feftivals are when an idol is carried through their coun¬ 
try, when they put on their belt cloaths, make a great feaft, and get ready a prefent for 
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the idol. Their mourning for the dead is altogether barbarous, and like that of people 
in defpair, the women rend their deaths, tear their hair and flefli, beat their breads, 
cry, yell, and gnaih with their teeth, like people mad or poffeffed; the men alfo tear 
their deaths and thump their breads* 

8. Their neighbour nations live and aft after the fame fafhion aimed in all refpects, 
only they that live near Perfia and Turkey are more civil in their manners, and more 
honed and juft in their inclinations; whereas thofe that border upon the Tartars and 
Scythians are more barbarous, having no idea or outward form of religion, and ob- 
ferving no laws. 

On the confines of Mingrelia lie the principality of Gomel and kingdom of Imeretta. 
The country of Guriel is very final 1 , bordering upon I meretta on the north. Mount 
Gaucafus on the eaft, Mingrelia on the weft, and the Black Sea dn the fouth, It lies 
all along by the fea-fhorc from the river Phafis to the cattle Gome, which is held by 
the Turks. The inhabitants are of the lame nature and manners as the Mingrelians, 
and have the fame inclinations to lewdnefs, robbery, and murder. 

The kingdom of Imeretta is fomething bigger than the country of Guriel, and is 
the Iberia of the ancients. It is encompalied with mount Gaucafus, Colchis^ the 
Black Sea, the principality of Guriel, and part of Georgia. It is twenty-fix miles in 
length, and lixty miles broad. The country is full of woods and mountains, like Min* 
grelia, but the valleys are more pleafanr, and plains more delicious, producing corn, 
pulfe, cattle, and herbs of all forts. There are fame iron mines. They have alfo 
fome money current among them, which is coined in their kingdom, and feveral 
towns ; but their manners and cuftoms differ little from the Mingrelians. The King 
has three good cattles, one called Seander, feated on the fide of a valley, and two on 
mount Gaucafus, called Regia and Scorgia, being both almoft inacceffible, as being 
built in places that nature itfelf has wonderfully fortified, the river Phafis running be¬ 
tween them. The fortreis of Cofatis was once in this Prince’s jurifdiction, but the 
Turks are now matters of ft. 

The King of Imeretta governed the Abcas, Mingrelians, and people of Guriel, after 
they had all four freed themfelves from the power of the Emperors, firft of Gonftan- 
tinople, and then of Trebifond; but in the laft age, fetting up for themfelves, and 
revoking from one another, they were involved in continual wars among themfelves, 
till calling in the affiftance of the Turks, they were all made tributary to them. The 
King of Imeretta pays eighty boys and girls, from ten to twenty years of age* The 
Prince of Guriel pays forty-fix children of both fexes j and the Prince of Mingrelia 
fixty thoufand ells of linen cloth made in that country. The Abcas feldom paid any 
thing at firft, and now pay nothing. The King of Imeretta and Prince of Guriel fend 
their tribute to the bafha of Akalzike, but achiaux gathers it at Mingrelia. 

9. Leaving Ifagour, October 4, he paffed by the mouth of the river Adolphus, 
called Langur by the Mingrelians, one of the biggett rivers in Mingrelia, and on the 
jth came to Anarghia, a village two miles from the fea, confiding of two hundred 
houfes, but fo fardiftant the one from the other, that it is two miles from the firft to 
the laft. Hither the Turks come to buy Haves, and have barks ready to carry them 
away. It is thought, that the fair and large city, called Heraclea, flood in the fame 
place. At this town there is plenty of provifions, and that very cheap, viz* wild 
pigeons, fowl, porkers, and goats in abundance, and wine is plentiful. From Anar¬ 
ghia he failed up the river Altaiphus, and went to a place called Sapias, which is the 
name of two little churches, of which the one is a pariftt church of Mingrelia, and 
the other belongs to the Theaiins, a fort of friars, who firft came into Mingrelia in 
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1627, and were admitted there as phvftcians, and have built themfelves feveral apart¬ 
ments about it, after the manner of the country. They have feme Haves, and two 
families of country people their tenants. They have good employment as phyfreians, 
but none will embrace their religion, their very Haves refuting to communicate in their 
fervices; fo that they would have long finee left the country, had it not been for the 
honour of the Roman church and their own order. 

After a month’s ftay with the monks, it not being tide to travel bccaufe of the troubles 
of the country, he returned again to Anarghia, and having hired a Turkifh feluke, for 
Gonie, November the 10th, Raid till the 27th to take in loading and pafiengers. 
While he Raid here he was invited to two chriltenings, and curiofity engaged him to 
be prelent at them. The manner was this ; the prieft being font for about ten o’clock 
in the morning, fat himfelf down in the buttery, and fell to reading a book half torn, 
about (fie bignefs of a New Teftament, in oftavo. He read very fail, and with a low 
voice, in Rich a carelefs manner, as if he regarded not what he did, any more than 
the reft did what he faid, for the father, godfather, and child, who was about five years 
old, went to and again all the time. 

When the prieft had read an hour, there was a bucket of warm water got ready, into 
which when the prieft had poured about a fpoonful of oil of walnuts, he bid the god¬ 
father undrefs the child; which done, he let him upon his feet in the water, and 
walked his body all over well, and then the prieft gave him a final! quantity of myrone, 
or oil of undlion, with which he anointed the top of his head, ears, forehead, nofe, 
cheeks, chin, fhouIders ? elbows, back, belly, knees, and feet, the prieft ft ill reading till 
the godfather dreffed the child, and then the father bringing in wine, bread, and pork, 
they ail fat down to eat and drink, and were all extremely drunk before they parted* 
Their mafs they perform with the fame irreverence and careleflhefs. 

Departing from Anarghia in fair and clear weather, he difeovered the high lands of 
Trebifond on the one fide, and of the Abcas on the other, and came to the river 
Kelmhel, which though not fo broad nor rapid as Langur, yet is deeper, 

10. On the 30th he came to the river Phafis, which, taking its rife in mount Cauca¬ 
sus, runs at firil in a narrow channel, though fwifriy, about Cotatis, and fometimes fo 
low that it is eafily fordable ; but where it difehargeth itfelf into the fea, which is about 
ninety miles from Cotatis, the channel is a mile and a half broad, and fixty fathoms 
deep, being augmented in that courfe by divers ft reams. The water is muddy and 
thick, but very good to drink. There are feveral iflands at the mouth of it* which 
being covered with thick woods, make a delightful profpefl* Arrian fays, that upon 
one of thefe iflands flood the temple of Rhea, but there are no remains of it now, though 
there are fome hiftorians who fay, it was (landing in the time of the Grecian empire, 
and was, in Zeno’s reign, dedicated to the worfhip of Chrift. On this river, and the 
Black Sea about it, are plenty of pheafants, or phafiani, fo called from the river Phafis. 
All the coafts of this river arc a low' Tandy foil, covered with woods fo thick that one 
can hardly fee fix paces up the land. 

On the 30th he arrived at Gonie, which is about thirty miles from Phafis, the fea- 
coafts being exceeding high land and rocks, forne being woody, and others naked. 
Gonie is a large cattle, in the territories of the Prince of Guriel, built four fquare, of 
hard and rough ftones of a very large fize. It hath no trenches, but walls only, and 
two great guns. In it are about thirty fmallpoor houfes, made of boards, and without 
is a fmall village of about as many more, all inhabited by mariners, and other boorifh 
people. There is a cuftom-houfe here, the officers whereof are extremely rude, and 
imperious, and fevere to the people of the country, but extravagant to the Europeans, 
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not regarding any man’s perfon, nor any recommendations from the Porte, but fearch- 
ing all things Hi idly, and exacting what they pleafe. 

From Gome he went to the caflle of Akalzike. The way' lies over Mount 
Caucafus, which is one of the higheft mountains, and one of the mod difficult to pafs 
over in the world. The top is always covered with fnow, over which the natives pafs in 
a kind of fandals, made flat like a racket, to keep them from finking. It is ufua! for 
the guides here to make long prayers to their images to keep the winds from riling, for 
if the wind be high, it buries all the travellers in fnow-. 

This mountain, though not inhabited for fome leagues together in many places, yet 
is fruitful to the very top, yielding honey, wheat, gom, wine, and fruits, and feeding 
hogs and large cattle. The vines are fo luxuriant, that they run up to the very tops of 
their higheft trees, fo that the people cannot gather them. The country people dwell 
in wooden huts, of which every family has four or five. The women grind their com 
as they want it, and bake their bread on (tones, or upon their hearth, and yet the cruft 
is very white, and the bread good. Thefe inhabitants are for the moft part Chriftians, 
after the Georgian ceremonies; they are frefli complexioned, and their women are 
handfome. At the bottom of the hill is a very fair valley, rich and fertile, being watered 
by the river Kur, which has many villages, and in them the ruins of feveral caftles and 
churches, which, the people fay, were deftroyed by the Turks. 

Akalzike is a fortrefs built upon mount Caucafus, fortified with double walls, and 
flanked with towers built with battlements, after the ancient manner, and defended with 
a few great guns. Upon little hillocks about it Hands a large town of 400 houfes, 
which have nothing of antiquity, but two Armenian churches. It is inhabited by 
Turks, Armenians, Georgians, Greeks, and Jews, who have their churches and 
fynagogues. The river Kur, anciently called Cyrus and Corns, which rifes in the 
Mount Caucafus, runs by it. A baflia lodges in the fortrefs, and his foldiers are quar¬ 
tered in the adjacent villages. It was built by the Georgians, from whom the Turks 
took it. 

From Akalzike he went to Gory, and palfed by Ulker, where the Turks have a 
caflle built on a rock, with a ganifon and cuflom-houfe, under the command of a 
Sanziac, and two leagues farther, you crofs over the mountains which part Perfia and 
Turkey, from whence you fee feveral villages, in which are the ruins of many caftles, 
fortreffes, and churches, and the iniferable remains of the grandeur of the G eorgians, 
before the Turkilh and Perfian wars deftroyed them. 

At the foot of the mountain lie a town and fortrefs, both called Surham. It (lands 
on a very lovely plain, full of cenfes, villages, hillocks, houfes of pleafure, and little 
caftles belonging to the Georgian lords, and lias a fortrefs containing a garrifon of 
100 men. All the country is very well tilled, and mighty pleadhnt and delightful as 
far as Gory, except that on the right hand lies a great city altnoft in ruins, as not con¬ 
taining above 500 houfes inhabited, whereas formerly, by report, it had 12,000. 

Gory is a finall city, feated on a plain between two mountains, upon the banks of the 
river Kur, and by it is a caftle on a hill, garrifoned by native Fferfiam-. The houfes 
and marketplaces are all built with earth, but the people are all very rich and wealthy, 
and it is furnifhed with all neceflaries for human life at a cheap rate. 

11. From Gory he departed, December the 16th, and travelling upon the banks of 
the river Kur, through pleafant plains, with great numbers of villages on all hands, he 
palled through Calicala, a city almoft totally ruined, and came on. the 17th to Teflis, 
the capital city of that part of Georgia, lying in the province of Carthueli. The country 
of Georgia, which is under the jurifdiition of the Periians, borders at this day to the 
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eaff upon Clrcaflia andMufeovy, to the weft upon Armenia the Teller, and to the north 
upon the Black Sea and the kingdom of Imeretta. It is extended from Tauris and 
Erzerom to Tanais, and was anciently called Albania, It is a country very woody and 
mountainous, unlefs in the middle, where it is more even and level. The river Kur 
runs through the midft of it, and empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. 

The Grecians are thought by fome to have called it Georgia, from Georgoi, huf- 
band man ; but others will have the name derived from St. George, the patron faint of 
all the Chriftians of the Greek church. The temper of the air is very kindly in 
Georgia, being very dry, cold in the winter, and hot in the fummer. The fair weather 
does not begin till May, but then it lafts till the end of November, The foil being well 
watered, produces all forts of grain, herbs, and fruits in abundance, fo that a man may 
live their delicioufly and cheap. Cattle are there very plentiful and good, as well the 
larger as idler fort; their fowl is incomparable, efpecially their wild fowl ; their 
boar's flefh is as plentiful and good as any in Colchis ; and, indeed 3 the common 
people live upon nothing elfe alrnoft but young pigs, which are excellent meat, and 
never offend the ftomach. The Cafpian Sea, which is next to Georgia, and the Kur, 
that runs quite through it, fupplies it with all forts of ialt and frefh fifh. There is no 
country that drinks more and better wine, and they tranfport great quantities of it into 
Media, Armenia, and to Ifpahan, for the King's table* They have great quantities 
of filk, but know not how to weave it, and therefore they carry it into Turkey to 
Erzerom, and the parts adjoining, and drive a great trade with it. The complexion of 
the Georgians is moft beautiful, you can fcaree fee an ill-favoured perfon among 
them ; and the women are fo exquifitely handfome, that it is hardly poffible to look 
upon them, and not be in love with them, They are tall, clean limbed, plump and full, 
but not over fat, and extremely flender in the wait! ; but this beauty they fpoil with paint- 
ting and dreifing, with fumptnous habits and jewels. The Georgians are naturally very 
witty, and would be as learned men and great artiffs as any are in the world, if they had 
the improvements of arts and feiences ; but having a mean education and bad examples, 
they are drowned in vice, are cheats and knaves, perfidious, treacherous, ungrateful, 
and proud. They are irreconcilable in their enmities ; for though they are not eafily 
provoked, yet they preferve their hatred inviolable. 

Drunkennefs and luxury arefuch common vices among them, that they are not fcan- 
dalous in Georgia* The church-men will be as drunk as others; and they keep male 
flaves in their houfes, which they ufe for their concubines, at which no body is offended, 
becaufe it is fo commonly pra&ifed, that cuftom makes it thought lawful; yea, and 
they fay, he that is not drunk at their great feftivals of Eafter and Chriftmas, cannot be 
a good Ghriftian, and deferves to be excommunicated. The Georgians are very great 
ufurers, and will lend no money without a pawn. The loweft intereff they take is two 
per cent, for a month. The women are as vicious and as wicked as the men, and con¬ 
tribute more than they to that general debauchery which overflows the country. In 
their common converfation they are civil and courteous, grave and moderate* Their 
habit is much like the Poionian, and their bonnets like theirs, their vefts are open 
before down the breaft, and faftened with buttons and loops ; their hofe and fiioes are 
hke the Per flans, and their women's cloathing is wholly in the fame taftc. 

Thelioufesaf their grandees, and all their public edifices, are built according to the 
Pernan model, and they imitate the Perfians in their fitting at table, in their beds and 
manner oi diet* I he nobility exercife an abfohite tyranny over the people, who are 
their vaflals, making them labour as long as they pieafe for them, without food or 
challenging a right over their effates, liberty, and lives, and felling their 
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children, or making them their own Haves. They were converted to Chriftianity by an 
Iberian woman, in the fourth age, but have nothing left of Chriftianity but the name ; 
for they do not obferve the leaft precept of Jefus Chrift ; they place all their religion in 
falling, and making long prayers. 

There are feveral bifliops in Georgia, with a patriarch, whom they call Catholicos, 
and an archbilhop, whofe fees, as often as they are vacant, are difpofed of by the Prince, 
though he be a Mahometan, and he generally gives them to his relations, and the pre- 
fent patriarch is his brother. The churches in Georgia, efpecially in their cities, are 
kept fomething more cleanly than in Mingrelia, but in the villages are full as nafty. The 
Georgians and their neighbours build their churches upon high mountains, in remote 
and inaccelfible places, and bow unto them at great diftances, but fcarce go into them 
once in ten years, leaving them to the injuries of the weather, and for the birds to 
build their nefts in. They can give no other reafon for all this, but that it is a cuftorn • 
though we may fuppofe, it is rather to avoid repairing and adorning them. Georgia 
was made tributary to the Perfians by llhmael the Great, and though it has feveral times 
revolted, yet ftill comhiues in fubjeftion to them. 

The city of Teflis, the capital city of Taft Georgia, is one of the faireft cities in all 
the King of Perfia’s dominions, though not fo big as foine. It is feated at the bottom 
of a mountain, and on the eaftern fide of it runs the river Kur, which riling in the 
mountains of Georgia, joins itfelf to the A raxes. The moll part of houfes built by the 
river-fide, Hand upon a rock, and the whole city is encompaffed with ftrong and beauti¬ 
ful walls, except on the fide next the river, and is defended by a fortrefs on the fouth 
fide, wherein are none but native Perfians. This fortrefs is a fanctuary for all manner 
of criminals. 

Teflis has in it fourteen churches, which is very much in a country where there is fo 
little devotion. Six of them are appropriated to the Georgian fervice, and maintained 
by them, and the other eight belong to the Armenians. The cathedral called Sion is 
built all of hewn Hone, and Hands on the bank of the river. It is an ancient building, 
in good repair, compofed of four bodies, and has a great duomo in the middle. The 
great altar Hands in the middle of the church, and the infide is full of paintings, after 
the Greek manner. The Armenians have alfo feveral inonafteries here j in one of 
them, they fay, they have St. George's Ikull. 

There is not any mofque in Teflis, though it be under a Mahometan Prince, and 
though the Perfians have attempted to build one feveral times, they could never aecoin- 
plifli their defign, for the people mutinied and beat down their work; which action, 
though very affronting to the Perfian religion, yet the Emperor of Perfia is afraid to 
come to any extremities with them, left they ftiould revolt to their neighbours the 
Turks, and fo Teflis and all Georgia enjoy their liberty to retain almoft all the exterior 
marks of their religion ; for, on the top of all the fteeples of their churches Hands a 
crofs, and in them they have bells, which they often ring. Every day they fell pork 
openly, as well as other victuals, and wine, at the corners of the ftreets, which vexes the 
Perfians to fee, but they cannot help it. Some few years fince they built a mofque in the, 
fortrefs, and the Georgians could not prevent it; but when the prieft, after their cuf-- 
tom, came up to the top, to make profeflion of his faith, and call the Mahometans to 
prayers, the people fo plied him with vollies of ftones, that he was forced to fly down 
jn hafte, and never dared to appear there any more. 

The public buildings, viz. their market-places, inns, and magazines, are well built of 
Hone, and kept in good repair. The Prince’s palace is a noble and beautiful building. 


152 sir. john chardin's travels into Persia. 

being adorned with hails and rooms of date, gardens, pa iaries, and (pacSdUB courts, to 
which the viceroy of Caket’s palace is not much inferior. 

The out parts of the city are adorned with feveral houfes of pleafure, and many beauti¬ 
ful gardens, of which the Prince’s is the bigged; but the trees are fuch only as ferve tor 
/hade and coolnefs. 

The Capuchins, who were lent into Georgia about the year 1657, by die Pope, have 
an habitation in this city, as alia at Gory, where they are highly edeemcd as phyficians, 
which is the title they give themfelves, but they make very little progrefs in the conver- 
fion of the Georgians ; for befides that thefe people are very ignorant, _ and take little 
care to indruft themfelves, it is fo rivetted into their heads, ihat fading, as they obferve 
it, is the eflential part of the Chridain religion, that they do not b lieve the Capuchins to 
be Chridians, though they fad as they do, becaufe they are informed, they do it not 
in Europe. 

The citv of Teflis is very well peopled, and there are as many drangers refort thither 
as to any place in the world, for there is a great trade driven there, ariu the court is very 
numerous and magnificent, becoming the capital city of a province. The Georgians 
do not call it Teflis, but Cala, i. e. The Fortrtfs, which is a name they give to all habi¬ 
tations enconipaifed with walls, and fame geographers call it, Tebele-Cala, or the 
hot city, either by reafon of the hot baths, or becaufe the air there is not fo cold and 
boiderous as in other parts of Georgia, 

12. On the 28th he departed from Teflis, and palling through Sogan-lou, or the 
pla<-e of onions, danding upon the river Kur, came to Kupri-Kent, or the village of the 
bridge, becaufe there is a very fair bridge over the river Tabadi, in the arches of which 
are made little chambers and porticos, and in every one of them a chimney, on purpofe 
to lodge drangers, and in the middle ones balconies, to take the cool air in the fumrner ; 
Melick-Kent, or the royal village, and fo to Dely-Jan, a village of 300 houfes, feated 
upon the river Acaldapha, which runs at the foot of a high and dreadful mountain, part 
of Mount Taurus. Here is plenty of water, and the ground is very fertile, and a great 
many villages to be feen on every fide, fome of which dood fo high upon the points of 
the rocks, that they were almod indifeernible. They are inhabited by Georgian and 
Armenian Chridians, but not intermixed, becaufe they have fuch an inveterate enmity 
one againd another, that they cannot live together in the fame villages. The mod part 
of the houfes of thefe villages are no better than caverns or hollow places made in the 
earth j the red are built with timber, and covered with turf. - 

Thefe fort of buildings are very convenient, being cool in dimmer, and wurm in 
winter. The borough of Dely-Jan, and all the country round about for fix leagues, is 
governed by its own natural Princes, from father to fon, and holds of Perfiaas Georgia 
does. It is called the country of Cafac, the people being dout and fierce, defcended 
from the Cofaques, who inhabit the mountains on the north-ead of the Cafpian Sea, and 
is at prefent under a Prince called Kamdii-Can. He lodged at Kara-Phifhifh, a large 
horough, feated at the bottom of the mountains which feparate Georgia from Armenia. 
It dands on the banks of the river Zengui, and pafling Bichni, where there is ail Arme¬ 
nian monadery, our author arrived at Erivan, Jan. 7, 1673. 

13. Erivan is a great city, but dirty. The vineyards and gardens make the greatdl 
part of it, there being no ornamental buildings in it. It is fituated in a plain, encom- 
pafled with mountains on every fide, between two rivers, the Zengui and £)u irk- 
boulack. The fortrefs itfelf may pafs for afinall city, containing 800 houfes, inh ibited 
by Perfians only ; for though die Armenians have /hops there to work and trade in in the 
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day-time, yet they return to their houfes in the evening. It is furrounded with three 
wails of earth, and brick made of clay, with battlements, and flanked with towers, and 
ftrengthened with ramparts, according to the cuftom of the ancients, and in it is ccnflaiitly 
maintained a garrifon of 2000 men. The governor of the province’s palace is within 
this caftle, and is a very fpacious and delightful place in fummer. 

The city (lands about a cannon-fhct from the fortrefs, but the fpace between is filled 
up with houfes and market-places, which are fuch pitiful firuflrures, that they may be 
removed in one day. There are feveral churches in this city, of which the epifcepal 
fee, called Ircou-ye-rize, and Catovike are the chief; the reft are fmall, funk deep 
in the earth. Near the epifcopal church is an old tower, built of free:(lone, of antique 
work, with feveral inferiptions, but none can read them ; nor is it known when, by 
whom, or for what ufe it was built. At a little diftance from it is the Grand Meidan, 
or great market-place, 400 paces fquare, where they ufe all exercifes, both for horfe 
and foot, as caroufais, racings, wreltling, and managing of horfes for war. There are „ 
many baths and fair inns in it. The air is good, but a little thick and cold, for their 
winter lafts long, and they have fnow fometimes in April. The country is very de¬ 
lightful and fertile, and produces fruits in great plenty, efpecially wine, which is there 
good and cheap. 

7 ’he Armenians have a tradition, that Noah planted his vineyard near Erivan, and 
fome pretend to (hew the place, about a fmall league from the city. The river and 
lake, which is twenty-five leagues in compafs, fumifti the city with excellent fifh of nine 
forts, of which the trouts and carps are famous all over the Eaft. In the mid ft of the 
lake is a fmall ifland, where (lands a monafterv, whole prior is an archbifliop, and takes 
upon him the title of patriarch, refufing to acknowledge the grand patriarch. The 
Armenians hold this city to be the mod anciently inhabited place in the world; for 
they affirm, that Noah and all his family dwelt there, both before the deluge, and after 
he came out of the ark, and that the earthly paradife was there. But all this is a (lory 
without foundation, reported by perfons equally ignorant and vain-glorious. 

Two leagues from Erivan (lands the famous monaftery of the Three Churches, the 
fanfluary of the Armenian Chriftians. The Armenians call it Ecs-miazin, which name 
alfo the principal church bears. It is a fubftantial but dark ftru&ure, all built of large 
freeftone. The monks (hew feveral relics preferved in it, as a finger of St. Peter, and 
two of St. John the Baptift, a rib of St. James, bilhop of Jerufalem, and an arm of St. 
Gregory, &c. but they mud be very credulous and fuperftitious that can believe them 
fuch. The two other churches that flood near this are St. Caianaand St. Repfima, the 
names of two Roman virgins who fled into Armenia, as they fay, in the ninth perlecu- 
tion, and differed martyrdom in the fame places where thofe churches (land. 

Within the territory of Erivan, which reaches about twenty leagues round it, there 
are twenty-three convents for men. and five for women, which are fo poor, that being 
continually employed in getting a livelihood, they never perform holy duties but upon 
holidays. They hold the opinions of the Monophyfites, but in other points are very 
ignorant. Two leagues from Erivan eaft ward, is to befeen the famous mountain where 
Noah’s ark is faid to have refted. The Armenians hold, that the ark is dill upon the 
top of the mount called Maus, but that no man can afeend to it. The governor of Eri¬ 
van is a Beglerbeg, i. e. a lord of lords, and has aifo the title of ferdar, or general of the 
army. His revenue is 32,000 tomans, which is above 112,000 1 , fterling a year, befidcs 
fines, prefents, and indirect ways of enriching himfelf, which amount to 50,000k more. 

14. While he (laid at Erivan, he faw a wedding of the governor's (leward's brother. 
Matrimony in Perfia is very expenftve, fo that only men of eftates will venture upon 
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it, left it prove their ruin. The meaner fort content themfelves with a concubine or 
Have. The Mahometans that follow the tenets of Haly, take their wives after three 
manners, viz. by purchafe, hire, or marriage. All thefe ways their religion allows, and 
the civil law acknowledges the children bom in any of them legitimate. The wives who 
are flaves are called Canize. Of thele the law allows a man as many as he can main¬ 
tain, and takes no cognizance how they are ufed. He is mailer of their challity, yea, 
of their lives, and it is their honour to ferve their mailer as his wives. The hired wives 
are called Moutaa: of thefe alfo a man may take as many as he pleafeth, and as long 
as he pleafeth, for the price'agreed on, and at the end of the term they may part with 
them, or renew the bargain. A handfonie young maid at Ifpahan may be hired foi 35 ** 
a vear, belides cloaths, diet, and lodging. If any break off before the end of the term, he 
mull pay the whole fum ccntraaed for, and the woman, after difmiffion, mult tarry 
forty days before Ihe lets herfelf to another. Thefe days they call the days of puri¬ 
fication. . 

The efpoufed wives are called Nekaa, and of there the Mahometan religion allows a 
man to marry four; but they never marry above one, to avoid expence and dilhrder, 
for every one will command, and their mutual jealoufy caufes a perpetual confuuon^ 
wherefore, if they cannot content themfelves with one woman, they ufe their flaves. In 
Perfiathey ufually marry by proxy, becaufe the mail never i^es his wife till after he has 
confummated the marriage, which fo me times he does not till feveral days aner his wife 
has been at home. One would think, that this way of marrying fhould produce unfor¬ 
tunate matches ; but it doth not, for marriages are not more happy in any country than 
this. If either of the parties diflike one another, and refolve to unmarry themfelves, 
the Mahometan religion permits a divorce, and they may feparate either before a judge 
or a churchman, giving each other a talaac or bill of divorce, and then the parties are 
at liberty to marry again where they pleafe themfelves. 

Upon this diflblution of their marriage, if the man has fued the divorce, he is obliged 
to return the woman her dowry ; yet if the woman fought it, ihe Jofeth her portion j but 
if the perfons repent the ad, they may renew the marriage again three times : yet, the 
Perfians rarely make ufe of this licenfe to part with their wives, only lome citizens and 
tradefmen make their advantage of it. Perfons of quality count it fo difhonourable, that 
they will rather die than divorce their wives, and the meaneft fort cannot part with the 
portion, and fo if they deft re a divorce, which is rare, they efted it by ilhufmg their wives, 
to force them to fue for a divorce, and thereby facrihce all to their liberty. 

The Armenian patriarch lives in this city, and has an epifcopal palace. He, with all 
the reft of his clergy, is much addicted to fimony, as are alfo all the Eaftern fe£ls. Their 
chief gain lies in felling the oil called my rone, at a dear rate, which they teach the people 
to believe is a remedy that phyfically cures all the diftempersof the foul, and confers the 
grace of regeneration and remiffionof fins, faying, that in baprifm it is the oil, not the 
water, which is the matter preferibed. The patriarch confecrates this oil, and fells it to 
the biftiops and priefts, who get great fums by it. 

15. April the 8rh he parted from Erivan, and travelling through a country fome- 
what hilly, but full of villages, came firft to Daivin, and then to Kainer, leaving the 
mountain of Noah on the right hand. On the 10th he went on the fame road, which 
led him through a fertile and fair country, and leaving Sederec, a great town, and the 
capital of the province of Armenia, called Charour, where the Sultan refides, came 
through Nouratchin, and over the river Harpafony to Naechivan, which is thought to 
be the ancient Artaxate. It is now little elfe but a heap of ruins, not containing above 
two thoufaud houfes which are inhabited, and thofe in the heart of the city, with inns, 
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baths, and other public houfes, where they fell tobacco and coffee, whereas formerly 
the Ferfian hiftory allures us, that k contained forty thoufand. 

Five leagues to the north lies a great city, called Abrener, L e* the fertile field, and 
feven others near to it, all whofe inhabitants are Papifts, and their bifhops and curates 
Dominicans, who perform their church fervice in the Armenian language, Thefe towns 
were brought into fubjeftion to the Pope by an Italian Dominican of Bologna, Twenty 
villages more acknowledged the fame ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion, but are returned to 
their firft religion, and their obedience to the Armenian patriarch; and it is not likely 
that the reft can hold out long, for the governors of the province ufe them violently, 
and lay heavy impofmons upon them, for withdrawing from their jurifdiction. 

From Nacchivan, he paffed to old Julpha, through a dry ftony country, where 
there is nothing to be feen but hills of ftones. It is a ruined city, and thought by 
feme authox^s to be the ancient Ariammene* It is faid to have contained four thouiand 
hordes, though the ruins do not fhew above half fo many* At prefent there ls nothing 
but holes and caverns in the mountains, fitter for beafls than men to live In* 

This city was ruined by Abas the Great, for the fame reafon as Nacchivan, viz. to 
hinder the invafions of the Turks for want of provifions. By Julpha runs the river 
Araxes, which feparates Armenia from Media. It rifes in the mountain where Noah's 
ark is faid to have refted, from which perhaps it takes its name, and empties itfelf 
into the Cafpian Sea* It is very large, and of fo rapid a courfe, efpecially when it is 
fwelled by the thaws of the fnows that come down from the mountains, that no bridges 
can ftand upon it, nor dams reftft its force, and the noife of the waters aftonifhes the 
ears of the beholders. 

16. Media, which formerly ruled all Afia with an imperial dominion, at prefent makes 
but one part of a province, though the largeft in the Perfian empire, called Azerbeyan 
or Afapaican. It borders on die eaft upon the Cafpian Sea and Hyrcania, on the fouth 
upon Parthla, on the well upon Araxes and the Upper Armenia, of which Affyria is a 
part, and on the north on Dageftan, which is that mountainous country that borders 
upon the Mufcovite Coffacks, and part of Mount Taurus* The Perfians affirm, that the 
name of Azerbeyan implies, the country of fire, by reafon of the famous temple of fire 
which was there erected, where was kept that fire which the fire-worfhippers hold to 
be a god. Nimrod is faid firft to have brought in this worfliip, and there is a certain 
feel called Guebres which ftill maintain it* 

From Julpha he travelled through a country full of little hills, leaving a fpacious plain 
upon the left hand, where many bloody battles between the Turks and Perfians were 
fought, and particularly that between Selim, the fon of Solyman the Great, and Ifh- 
mad the Great, to Alacou, and from thence, through a more even country, to Marant, 
a very fair town, confiding of about two thoufandfive hundred houfes, and which has 
fo many gardens as take up as much ground as the houfes. It is feated at the bottom 
of a mountain, at the end of a plain, watered by the little river Zeloudou, from which 
the people have drawn fevarid cuts into their grounds and gardens. 

In the places adjoining grow plenty of fruits, the bell; in all Media ; but that which 
is moft peculiar to thefe parts, is this, that here they gather cochineal, though In no 
great quantities, nor for any longer time than only eight days in fummer, when the 
fun is In Leo; for before that time, the people fay, it doth not come to maturity ; and 
after the worm, from which they draw the cochineal, makes a hole in the leaf in 
which it grows, it is loft. The Perfians call cochineal kermis, from kerm, which 
jlgnifies a worm; becaufe it is extracted out of worms. The Armenians have a tra¬ 
dition, that Noah lies buried here* 
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17* From thence he travelled among the mountains to Soph) an, a little village full 
of rivulets and gardens* and fruitful to a wonder, and fo he went to Tauris, which m 
fifty-three Perfian leagues from Erivan. This city is very large and potent, being the 
fecond in Perfiain dignity, grandeur, riches, trade, and number of inhabitants. It is 
neither walled nor fortified, and the little river Spingtcha runs acrofs it, which fomc- 
times carries away the lioufes on the fide of it, and makes dreadful havock. On the 
north-tide runs the river Agi, or the fait river, whofe water is made fait by the little 
rivulets, which palling through the lalt marfhes, fall into it, and fo can nourifti no fifh* 
It is divided into nine wards, and has fifteen thoufand houfes, and as many fiiops in 
their market-places, among which are three hundred inns, and feme lb large, as to lodge 
three hundred people, and many cabarets for coffee, tobacco, and ftrong liquors. 
There are three hundred and fifty mofques, three hofpitals, which relieve the poor 
with victuals twice a day, and a fair hermi, called HalFs eye* 

The inhabitants have been formerly computed to be five hundred and fifty thoufand* 
This city is full of ft rangers, who come hither to trade from all parts of Afia, becaufe 
it is full of all forts of merchandize, and abounds with artifts in cotton, filk and gold. 
The faireft turbans in Perfia are made here ; and it is faid, there are fix thoufand 
bales of filk eonfuraed in this manufafture* The air of Tauris is good, healthy, and 
dry, but the cold continues long, becaufe it is expofed to the north, and tile fnow lies 
nine months in the year upon the mountains; the winds blow every day, morning and 
evening, and mins often fall* 

It abounds with all things neceflary for human fupport, as corn, fifh from the Cas¬ 
pian Sea, venifon, and other wild beafts- Bread may be bought there at three pounds 
a penny, and iielh at three halfpence a pound. There are faid to grow no lei's than 
60 forts of grapes in and about Tauris* Near it is a quarry of white marble, a mine 
of gold, and another of fait* There are feveral mineral waters, all fulphureous, of 
which lome are cold, and others boiling hot. Moft of our geographers of beft note, 
as Ortelius, Ananias, Molets, &c* are of opinion, that this city is the ancient and 
celebrated Ecbatana, fo frequently mentioned in holy writ, and in the ancient hiftory 
of Afia, but there are no remains of the magnificent palace of Ecbatan, where the 
monarchs of Afia kept their courts in fummer, nor of DaniePs, to jollify this notion. 

From Tauris he travelled firft to Vafpinge, a great borough, furrounded with 
gardens and groves of poplars and tylets, and watered with feveral brooks, which make 
it very pleafant; then to Agi-agach, by which are the plains which afford Ehe beft 
paftures in all Media, and perhaps in the whole world, where the cholceft horfes in 
the whole province are put to grafs from April to June, to purge, refrefb, fatten and 
ftrengthen them. Ihefe plains are the Hippopothon of the ancients, of which they 
write that the Kings of Media kept here a breed of fifty thoufand horfes. 

The road from hence leads by feveral circles of large hewn ftones, which the 
Perfians affirm to be the places where the Caous or giants, when they made wars in 
Media, held their councils* it being a cuftom among thefe people, that every officer 
that came to the council brought with him a ftone, to ferve him inftead of a chair, 
and fo carries you over hills and dales, all fruitful and delightful, to admiration, 
through T unman, fo called, becaufe that in the fields about it there is a great number 
of fcepherds with their flocks, that are called by that name, to Purvare, an handfome 
large village at the bottom of an hill, and upon the banks of a little river* 

From thence he proceeded in hjs journey, and croffing the river Miana feveral times, 
by reufon of its windings, pa (fed through the town of the fame name adjoining, both 
fo called becaufe they part Media from Parthia, aod afcended a rid^e of mountains, 
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which are a branch of mount Taurus, at the top of which (lands a caftle, called the 
Virgin’s Caftle, becaufe Avtaxerxes is laid to have built it on purpofe to ixnprifon a 
princefs of the blood. 

As (bon as you have paffed thefe mountains, and the river Kefil-buefe, which is at 
the foot of them, you perceive a change of the air ; for whereas Media is moift and 
cloudy, fubjeft to high winds and much rain, the Parthian air is dry to the higheft de¬ 
gree, without clouds or rain for fix months fometmies, and the foil fandy, fo that 
nothing will thrive without good hufbandry and pains. 

1 8. Parthia, which was fa long the feat of the empire of Alia, is now a large pro¬ 
vince of the Perfian monarchy. It is the proper demefnes of the Shah, and therefore 
has no governor, as the reft of the provinces. It is extended 200 leagues in length* 
and 150 in breadth, being bounded by the province of Choraflan on the eaft ; by Fars, 
which is properly Perfia, on the fcuth, by Azarbeyan or Media on the weft, and 
Guihn or Mezamieran, which compofe the province of Hyrcania, on the north. 

The air is dry, and though the mountains produce nothing but thirties and briers, 
yet the plains are fruitful and pleafant, where there is water. This province has above forty 
cities, which is much in Perfia, becaufe it is not peopled according to its extent. The 
Parthians took their original from the Scythians, who were the Tartars, who now in¬ 
habit the north of Perfia, called Uzbecs* and formerly Ba£hrians. The firft village 
you come at is Zerigan, which is famed for its antiquity, being founded, according to 
the Perfian records, in the reign of Ardechir-babezon, feveral ages before Chrift, and 
then pafliog over delightful plains, you come to Sultany. 

This city is feated at the foot of a mountain. It feems'afar off a very neat well-built 
place, but does not appear fo when you are within it; yet fame of the public buildings 
are very remarkable, both for the materials and architecture. It contains about three 
thoufand houfes, and befides, there are very vaft ruins, which makes it probable, that it 
was once the largeft dry of the kingdom, as their hiftories relate. Provifions are very 
plentiful and cheap there, and the air wholefoine, though very changeable, the morn¬ 
ings, evenings, and nights being very cold, and days hot. It is faid to be the moft. 
ancient city in Parthia. The predeceiiors of Ifhmael Sophi, and the laft Armenian 
Kings, rcfided there, and then it is faid, that it contained four hundred Chriftiam 
churches £ but being demoliftied by Tamerlane, and feveral other Turkifh and Tar¬ 
tarian Princes, the Chriftians have deferted it. 

From hence he travelled through a lovely country, and parting through feveral 
villages, furrounded with meadows, and groves of willow and poplar, he came to 
Ebher, a fmall city for the buildings, as containing not above 2.500 houfes, but taking 
up a large extent of ground, becaufe they have fo many large gardens. A fmall river 
runs through the mid ft of it. It is thought to be anciently called Barontha. The 
fituation is delightful, the air wholefome, and foil plentiful. It is governed by a. 
darogue, or mayor 3 and the Mirtfhekkbafhi has his tahvil, or falary, charged upon the 
revenue of this city. The Perfian geographers alfert, that this city was built by Kei- 
Cofrou, and that Darab-Reihoni, or Darius, began to build the caftle f and that 
Skender-Roumi, i. e, Alexander the Great, finilhed it. At Ebher they begin to fpealc 
the Perfian language, which is fpoken all the way to the Indies, more or lefs pure, as 
the people are more or lefts dill ant from Schiras, where it is fpoken in the greatelb 
perfection* 

19. From Ebher he travelled to Perfac, leaving Cafbin live leagues on the left 
hand. This great city (lands in a delightful plain, three leagues from Mount Aiou- 
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vent, one of the higheft and moft famous mountains in Perfia. It is fix miles in cir- 
cumfererence, containing 12,000 houfes, and 100,000 inhabitants, of which there are 
forty families of Chriftians, and one hundred Jews, bur all very poor. It was formerly 
walled, but they are now all fallen down. The chiefeft ornament and grace of Cafbin 
is the King’s palace, and the great number of the feats of the Perfian grandees, who 
attend upon the court, which has its continual refidence there. There are but few 
mofques in Cafbin, but the royal mofque, called Metfttid-lha, is one of the larged and 
faired in all Perfia. This city has no great plenty of water, but it is fupplied, with all 
it has, by lubterraneous channels called Kerifees. 

The air is thick, and not very healthful, and the foil dry and fandy, yet it abounds 
with meat, and all manner of provilions, which are brought thither from the countries 
adjoining, which having many well-watered plains, feed a world of cattle, and produce 
prodigious quantities of corn. The faired grape in Perfia, called fhahoni, or the royal 
g r ape, being of a gold colour, and tranfparent, of which the ftrongeft and moft luf- 
cious wine in the world is made, grows here. The air is very hot in dimmer all the 
day long, but the nights are fo cold, that if a man expole himfelf never fo little to the 
air, after he is undrelfed, he is dire to fall dck. Some of our European geographers 
affirm it to have been the city, which the Greeks called Ragea, or Rages, afterwards 
Europa and Arfacia, and now Cafbin, from a King of that name. It is governed by a 
darogue, or mayor, chofen every year, whofe office is worth to him Goo tomans, or 
2000 pounds. 

Having palled Cafbin, he came to Kaiare, and having lodged there, travelled the 
next night (for that is the general way of travelling all over the eaft, to avoid the heat 
of the fun, which would hurt both man and bead in the day-time) by Segs-abad, which 
dgnifies the habitation of dogs, to Sava, a great city, feated in a fandy and barren plain. 
It i; two miles in circuit, and walled round, but fo miferably built, that, unlefs it be in 
ihe midfl, it runs to ruin for want of inhabitants. The hidories of Perfia unanimoufly 
agree, that the whole plain of Sava was formerly a falrmarfh, or lakej but how it was 
dried is not certainly known : ibme fabuloufly report, that Haly, Mahomet’s fon-in- 
law, drained it by a miracle, and to preferve the memory of it, the people built this 
city in the mid ft of it. 

ig. Juft over againd Sava, eaftward, at four leagues diftance, ftands a place of 
pilgrimage, moft famous for the devotion of the Perfians. They call it Echmouil, 
that is to fay, Samuel; for they believe, that this prophet was there interred, and 
over his tomb is built a moft fmnptuous maufolaeum, in the midft of a magnificent 
mofque. Over-againft it is ftill to be feen fome remnants of the city of Rey, which is 
reported to have been once the biggelt city of Afia, next to Babylon. The Perfian 
hiftories relate, that it was divided into ninety-fix quarters, every one of which had 
forty-fix ftreets, and every ftreet 400 houfes, and ten mofques ; that there were in it 
6,400 colleges, 16,600 baths, 15,000 towers of mofques, 12,000 mills, 1,700 channels, 
and 13,000 inns, and people almoft numberlefs. 

The chronicles of the Magi make Clius, the grand-child of Noah, to be founder of 
it; and Ptolemy calls it Raquaia; but the vulgar opinion is, that it was founded by - 
Houftieing Pifhdadi, or the chief juftitiary, and enlarged by Marroutflier, his fucceffor. 
It was deftroyed by the Mahometans, who being divided into two fefts, viz. of Shia 
and Sunnis, made war one upon the other for fixty years together. The feci of Sunnis 
called in the afli (lance of the Tartars, and,, by their help, bore down the fe£l of Shia. 
I11 thele wars the Tartars, by their frequent incurfions, deftroyed the potent city of 
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Rey, and reduced it to nothing before the 600th year of their Hegyrs. The foil about 
it is fertile and pleafant, and produces great plenty of fruits; but the air :s unhealthy, 
making the lkin fwarthy, and breeding agues. 

Departing from hence, he paffed by a hill, called Couh-Teliftn, which has this re¬ 
markable and peculiar to it; that as you approach nearer and nearer to it, it fiiews a 
different form, and varies both in its bignefs and figure; that the top or point of it is 
always in fight, and you would think, that it turned that fide, which way foever you 
flood to look upon it. It confifts of a black earth, that crumbles like that of the burn¬ 
ing mountains; but it is not known to have vomited fire. T he people of the country 
fay, that they that afcend that mountain never come back again. 

20. Having paffed it, he came to Com, a large city, feated in a plain, by a river- 
fide. It contains 15,000 houfes, as the people fay, and is furrounded with a moat and 
wall, flanked with towers, but half ruined. On the river-fide are two fair keys, and 
at the eaft of the city a fine bridge. It contains many large and beautiful market-places, 
both for wholefale and retail: though it be a city of no great trade, yet they export 
large quantities of fruit, dried and raw, and particularly pomegranates ; foap, fword- 
blades, and earthen ware, both white and varnifhed, which hath this peculiar property, 
that it cools the water in fummer both wonderfully and fuddenly, by reafon of its con¬ 
tinual tranfpiration. It contains a great number of fair inns, tnaufolasums and mofques, 
wherein the grand-children and descendants of Ali, which are the Perfian faints, called 
Yman-Zade, fons of the apoftles, lie interred. One of thefe mofques is the moft cele¬ 
brated in the eaft: it has four courts, of which the firft is planted with trees and flowers, 
like a garden, with terraces on each fide; the fecond is not fo beautiful as this, but 
the third is nothing inferior to it, being furrounded with apartments two ftories high, 
and having a terrace, portico and canal. In the fourth are the chambers and lodgings 
for the priefts, governors and ftudents, that live upon the revenues of the facred place. 
Fronting thefe courts ftand the body of the ftru&ure, confifling of three great chapels 
upon a line. To the middlemofl: belongs a portal, eighteen feet high, of white marble. 
The top is a large half-duomo, over-laid without with large fquare china tiles, painted 
with morefco work, and embellifhed within with gold and azure. The folding doors 
are plated with filver, gilt with vermillion. 

In it Hands the tomb of Fatima in the inidft, which is overlaid alfo with China tiles, 
painted a-la-morefco, and overfpread with cloth of gold, which hangs down on both 
fides. It is enclofed with a grate of maffy filver, ten feet high, diftant half a foot from, 
the tomb, and at each corner are apples of fine gold. In the two chapels on each fide 
ftand the tombs of the Jail Kings of Perfia, viz. Abas and Sophi, both very magnificent^ 
but on that of Abas are written in large characters of gold, feven elegies upon Mahomet 
and Haly, made by the learned Hafan-Cafa. 

Thefe are rare pieces of eloquence, and in them may be feen not only the genius of 
Perfian poetry, but the tram ports of the Mahometan devotion. This city contains 
feveral other beautiful and fumptuous edifices, and would be a very pleafant place, 
were it not for the heat, which is exceflive, there being no place in all Perfia where the 
fun fcorches more violently, yet is the air wholefome, and foil fruitful, efpecially in 
piftachios. The people are very courteous and civil. The river that pafleth by it is 
but a fmall current in fummer, but being fwelled with the fnow-waters that fall from 
the mountains, it fomctimes overflows great part of the city. 

From Com he travelled four leagues over very fertile plains, abounding with fine 
villages, to Caflem-abad, a town confifting of 300 houfes, belonging to the Queen- 
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mother, as her dowry, from whence he paffed over a dry fandy plain, without villages 
or water, to Abifhirin, or fweet water, becaufe there is a fountain of fair water, and 
went from thence to Cafhan. 

21. This city is feated in a large plain, near a high mountain, a league in length and 
a quarter of a league in breadth, running out from eaft to weft in form of an half-moon. 
There is no river near the city, but it is fupplied with water by canals, deep wells, and 
cifterns. It is encompaffed with a double wall, flanked with round towers, after the 
old faftiion, and hath five gates. The city and fuburbs, which are the moft beautiful, 
contain 6500 houfes, as the people fay, forty mofques, three colleges, and about 200 
fepulchres of the defendants of Ali. The principal inofque {lands right againft the 
market-place, and has a tower, like a fteeple, of free-ftone. 1 he houfes are built of 
earth and brick, but arc none of them remarkable for their beauty. 

The bazars and baths are well built and kept, and the royal inn is the faireft in all 
Perfia. The wealth and trade of Cafhan confift in the manufadory of all forts of fluffs, 
and tilfues of gold and filver, plain and flowered, fattn and velvet; there is no city in 
Perfia that makes more. Cafhan ftands in a good air, yet fo violently hot that it 
is ready to ftifle you in fununcr, which is occafioned by the refleftion of a mountain 
that ftands on the fouth of it; but the greateft inconvenience that attends this city, is 
the great number of fcorpions which infeft it, and the parts adjoining, when the fun is 
in Scorpio* and therefore there is nobody but has by him feveral experienced remedies 
againft the fling of this creature. 

Cattle and wild fowl are not plentiful, but the country abounds in corn and fruits. 
They furnifh Ifpahan with fruits, efpecially melons and water-melons, all the feafon. 
Several European authors think this city to be Ambrodux or Ctefiphon of the ancients. 
It is faid to be founded by a virgin, who therefore laid the firft flone of it when the 
fun entered Virgo, and named it Cafhan from her grandfather. It is governed by a da- 
. rogue or mayor, who holds his place two years. 

From Cafhan he paffed over a mountain, and then defcended into a deep valley, very 
narrow and about a league in length, which is well filled with houfes, vineyards, and 
gardens, fo clofe one to another that they all feem but one village. Several delightful 
and clear ftrearas preferve the fummerfo wonderfully cool here, that therofes were not 
blown, nor the corn or fruit ripe, when the harveft was quite got in at Cafhan. Several 
modem authors aftert, that Darius was murdered by Beffus in this valley, and that not 
improbably, becaufe hiftorv fays Beffus fled to Baclriana, and Nabarzanes to Hyreania, 
and here the road begins to thefe two provinces, and fo by Moutfhacour, a large vil¬ 
lage of 500 houfes, to Ifpahan, which is fo thick encompaffed with villages, that you 
would think you are in the fuburbs two hours before you come near them. 

22. There are two other roads, which it is neceffary that travellers fhould be ac¬ 
quainted with, which I fhall briefly defcribe, viz. from Warfaw to Ifpahan, and from 
Ifpahan to Mofcow. 

Warfaw, which is feated upon the left hand of the Virtu la, is the ordinary refidence 
of the King of Poland. Beginning your travel here to Ifpahan you muff go to -Lublin, 
which is fix days’ journey, and in five more you may get to Iluove, where the cuftom- 
ers open all the bales of the merchant’s goods, and exafl five in the hundred. From 
Iluove you go to Jaflovieer in twelve days. This is the laft city of Poland next Mol¬ 
davia. Here, if you fell any goods, you mutt pay five per cent. 

From thence you go to Yafhe in eight days. This, is the capital city of Moldavia, 
and the refidence of the Wayvod, which the Grand Segnior fends to govern that 

country. 
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country. Here all bales" of merchandizes are opened, and there is a roll of all that 
the merchant is to pay; which amounts to five per cent. 

From Yaflie the way lies through Ourihaye, to which you come in three days. 
This is the laft city in Moldavia. From hence to Akerman you go in four days, and 
the cuftoms amount to four per cent, but they take the merchant’s account. From 
Akerman you go to Ozou, where they take two per cent, and fo to Precop, where they 
pay two and a half per cent._but they trull to the merchant's word at both places. 

From Precop the-road lies to Kaffa, where alfo the cuftom is three per cent. And the 
journey from Warfaw to Kafta is fifty-one days by the waggon, which is the ufual way 
of carriage in that country, and the cuftoms in all come to eighteen and a half per cent, 
to which you muft add the carriage and paffage by fea to Trebifond, where you pay 
three piafters for every mule’s and four for every camel's load. To avoid fomething 
of this charge, the Armenians flop their goods ufually at another port, called Onnie, 
which is a very good port, and where they never pay above a piafter and a half for a 
camel’s load. 

There is another road from Warfaw to Trebifond fhorter by three days' journey, viz. 
from Warfaw to Yafhe, in the former 1'oad, and from thence by Galas, a city of Mol¬ 
davia, Megin, and Mangalia, the beft port in the Black Sea to the weft, to Trebifond, 
from whence to Erzerom five days’ journey, from which to Ifpahan you go the ufual 
road. 

The other road from Ifpahan to Mofcow lies thus: you muft travel the ufual road 
before-mentioned, to Shamaki, and from thence to Derbent, which the Turks call 
Demir-C.api. This is the laft city in the Perfian jurifdiction, by which the river Sha- 
mourka runs. From Derbent you may travel to Tetark in eight days, where hiring 
barks with twelve oars, you may be at Aftracan, by the help of a little fail which they 
put up, if the wind ferves, in four or five hours, but if you row only it will take up nine. 
When you embark upon the Cafpian Sea, you muft provide yourfelf water for the firft 
three days, becaufe the water on the coaft is bitter for that time, but afterwards it is 
Very good. At Aftracan the merchants are all fearched by the Cuftomers, and they 
take five per cent. 

From Aftracan to Mofcow you take {hipping in great barks, that make ufe both of 
oars and fails, rowing againft the tide, and weigh all you carry aboard, for which you 
muft pay fourteen caya, and three abaffis and a half for every pound. From Aftracan 
you fail to Corinya, and fo in order by Sariza, Sarataf, Samarat, Senurifkat, Coulombe, 
Cafan, Sabouk-fha, Godamijan, Triguina, Mouron, and Cafin, to Mofcow, which they 
count 2950 fhagarons, or 590 Italian miles. 

At Sarataf you may go alhore, and fo go by land to Mofcow, in waggons, when the 
fnow is gone, and on fledges while it lies, and then the way lies through Ihferat, Tym- 
neck, Canquerma, and Valodimer, a city bigger than Conftantinople, to Mofcow, which 
journey may be fmiflifcd in thirty-five days; but this way is never ufed but upon necef- 
fity, when the river is frozen, becaufe in the paffage from Sarataf to Inferat, which is 
ten days’ journey, there is nothing to be had for man or horfe. At Mofcow the cuftoms 
are the fame as at Aftracan, viz. five per cent, and all the Afians, viz. Turks, Perfians, 
Armenians, and others, lodge in a fort of inns; but the Europeans lie in a place by 
them tel ves all together. 

23. There are few countries in the world that are fo little vifited by European 
travellers as thofe about the Black Sea, and indeed there are feveral reafons for it. I11 
the firft place, the Turks will fuffer no trade to be carried on by fea in any other than 
their own vefiels, and fo jealous they are on this head, that when the Ruffians were 
vol. ix. y mailers 
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matters of Afoph, and lhared by that means in the navigation of the Black Sea, they 
were never eafy. It is, in the next place, a very rare thing, even for fuch as travel for 
pleafure through the dominions of the Grand Signior, to flrike out of the common road 
purely to gratify their curiolity, nor indeed in l'uch a country as this would that be al¬ 
ways fafe. And laftly, the common reports of mott of thefe countries place both them 
and their inhabitants in fo bad a light, that few have any curiofity to be better acquainted 
with them. Our author's journey was by mere accident; he took this route to Perfia 
is the inoft convenient at that time for his purpofe; and it was alfo by accident 
M. de la Mptraye took many years after the fame route, and their accounts agree, 
generally fpeaking, very well; but fome points in both feem to ftand in need of 
explanation. 

Our author has given but a very fhort account of the Grim Tartars, and therefore it 
is necefiary to fay fometbing more of them. Authors differ very much as to the con¬ 
dition of this nation, that is to fay, whether they ought to be confidered as free and 
independent, as allies or as fubjedls to the Turks. Inftead of endeavouring to difcufs 
the queftions, we lhall leave them to the decifion of the reader, after reporting a few 
matters of fa&. There are not many towns in this Tartary, and in thofe that have any 
fortrefles, the Turks have garrifons. The Tartar Princes are rarely admitted into and 
never allowed to lodge in them. Caff a, we have elfe where {hewn, was once a very fine 
city, and is ftill a good port, which is in the power of the Turks; fo is Baluclawa, 
which is ftill a better port, and, if we may depend upon the Turkilh writers, is not ex¬ 
ceeded by any in the world, either for the depth of water, or fecurity from winds. The 
town of Chirck, upon the Straits of Daman, has alfo a very fine port, but it is an 
open place, and belongs to the Tartars. The capital of this country, properly fpeaking, 
is Bafcia Sarai, which is the refidence of the Khan, was taken by the Ruffians in the 
late war, and totally deftroyed. The Khan of the Tartars, though a fovereign prince, 
is appointed and depofed by the Grand Signior, but he is always fucceeded by a prince 
of his own family ; and this preemptive fucceffbr, whether he be the brother or the fon of 
the reigning prince, is tty led Sultan Galga. The fecond prince of the family is tty led 
Hor Bey, the third, Noradin Bey, and the reft of the young princes have 'particular 
titles. It is to be obferved of the Tartars in general, that even the meaneft and rnofl 
ffupid of them is fo much mafter of his genealogy, as to know exaaiy of what 
family he is defcended, and to what tribe his family belongs. The truth of the matter 
is, that they refemble exactly Highland and Irilh clans, and like them, are commanded 
by chiefs. 

Every diftind family or clan of the Tartars, is by them ftyled Horda, and the chief, 
Murfa, or as others write it, Mirza. Amongft the Grim Tartars there are four great 
tribes, to which all their hords belong, and the chiefs of thefe four tribes are the coun- 
fellors of the Khan, without whofe confent he can undertake nothing of importance. 
Hereditary right is the fundamental law of all the Tartars, and the dignity of Mirza, or 
chief, defcends from father to fon. The Khan of Crim Tartary can bring eighty thoa- 
fand me n into the field, but his contingent, when called to affift the Grand Similar con¬ 
fix of thirty thou land horfe. All the world knows that thefe Tartars are very far from 
being handfome, but they are, generally fpeaking, brave, hardy, active, and enterprifiner, 
and their horfes refemble them, for worfe looking or better beafts for fervice, the world 
does not produce. As for riches, they confift in horfes and in flaves; and as for their 
manner of living, it is equally coarfe and barbarous in the opinion of. all other nations 
and honourable and happy in their own. They are very hofpitable and kind to one 
another, fo that every man is at home m his neighbour's houfe. Neither are they lefs 
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civil and refpe&ful to fuch ftrangers as come among them, who are very welcome to 
what they have, and would be as welcome if they had more- One thing is remarkable, 
when any ftranger conies to their tents, he is ferved by their children, and not by their 
flaves, let the quality of the mailer be what it will. A gentleman who was m the ter vice 
of Charles XII. palling through this country in his way to Bender, where that Monarch 
then was, lodged in the tent of a principal Mirza, and when it was time to goto red, 
his fon made up for the ftranger a bed of Ikins, by the fide of which he fet a httlv f ool, 
with a pipe, a box of tobacco, and a bottle of excellent Iherbet. In the morning he 
came and rolled up the bed, prefented him cakes, butter, coffee, and milk, and brought 
him likewife his boots. The father, who was a kind of Prince, when the gentleman 
•expreffed fome aftonilhment at his putting his foil upon fuch offices, made him this 
anlvver; “ Friend, this world is a lottery, in which there are many blanks to a prize j 
« though I have many ffavcs, yet, by the fortune of war, my fon may become a Have; 
« h is fit, therefore, he fliould learn to behave in all conditions; the Khan does the fame 
« thing ;’and befides, let me toll thee, ftranger, that among the Tartars, we hold the 
mean eft office done to a friend as the high eft honour, and therefore never fn&re 

“ it with our flaves.” * 

As the Tartars are chiefly known to the reft of the world by their excurfions, we 
cannot deferibe them better, than by Ihewing in what manner they act on fuch occafions, 
wherein, without doubt, they difeover an extraordinary genius for this manner ot 
making war, which, however barbarous it may feem to us, anfwers all the ends of war 
to them, by furniftiing flaves and booty in abundance, which fupplies them with the 
means of happinefs in tone of peace. It is very true that they run through great 
hazards and hardfliips in time of war, but then thefe hazards and hardihips are all 
that they fuftain, for when they return to their tents they are free and independent, 
have neither care nor folicitude, but are princes in their, own family, and live in what 
manner they like belt, without any apprehenfions or conftraint. To us. indeed, even their 
repofe and luxury appears a molt /hocking and hideous courfe of life; but it appears 
otherwife to them ; and, after all, if there be any thing certain in this world, it is this, 
that the true ftandard of happinefs is opinion. But to come to the point; every 1 artar 
that goes into the field, carries with him two horfes, which are taught to follow without 
being led, and are consequently ufeful to, without embarraffing their matter. On thefe 
horfes they lay a fack of rye meal, and another with bifeuit and fait, which is all the 
baggage and provifions wherewith they are encumbered. It is only a few of the com¬ 
manders that are provided with tents j the reft pals the night in the following manner. 
They carry with them four (harp Hakes, which they drive into the ground and upon 
thefe they fix their mantle, which ferves for a bed; their wooden laddie fupplies the 
place of a pillow, and a coarfe thick cloth, which is thrown acrofs the horfe’s back under 
die faddle, becomes a coverlid. The horfes are tied to the pickets with pretty long 
cords; and while their matters fleep, the beafts very handily remove thefnpw with their 
forefeet, and feed upon the grafs that is under it, taking now and then a mouthful of 
fnow to moiften it. When a horfe tires, his mafter cuts his throat upon the lpot, and 
diftributes his flefli among his friends, who make him the fame compliment when 
occafion offers. The beft part of the flefli they cut in flices, of an inch thick, and thefe 
they place very neatly under the faddle of the horfe they ride upon. When they have 
travelled three or four leagues, they difmount, turn all the pieces of flefli, and mix them 
very carefully with the fweat, which they turn up with their fingers, then to horfe again, 
and at night they fup upon this dainty diih, which they take ready dreffed from under 
■their faddles. 
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Id this manner they will traverfe two or three hundred leagues of ground, without 
ever lighting a fire, which they carefully avoid to prevent being difcovered ; and they 
chufe the depth of winter for their expeditions, that the bogs, lakes and rivers being 
frozen, they may avoid ail interruptions, and profecute their march with great expedition. 
Thus fhe Tartars march one hundcrd in front, that is three hunderd horfes ; every one 
of them has two, which ferve for relays, as has been faid before; their front may 
extend eight hundred or one thoufand paces, and they are eight hundred or one 
thoufan^ in file, which reaches four long leagues, or three when they keep clofe; 
for at other times they extend above ten leagues. This is wonderful to thofe that 
have not feen it, for eighty thoufand Tartars make up above two hundred thou¬ 
fand holies. Trees are not thicker in the woods than horfes are at that time in 
the field; and to fee them at a diftance, they look like a cloud.riling in the horizon, 
which increales as it rifes, and flrikes a terror into the bold eft ; I mean thofe who 
are not ufed to fee fuch multitudes together. Thus thefe mighty armies march, 
halting every hour about half a quarter of an hour to give their hori’es time to ftale ; 
and they are fo well managed, that they do it as foon as they ftop ; then the Tartars 
alight too. They remount immediately, and go on, all which is done only by the figual of 
a whittle; and when they are come within three or four leagues of the borders, they 
lie ftili two or three days in fome place chofen for that purpofe, where they think they 
are concealed; there they give out orders, and refrefli their army, which they difpofe 
of in this manner; they divide it into three parts, two-thirds are to compofe one body, 
the other third is fubdivided into two parts, each making a wing, one on the right, the 
other on the left. In this order they enter the country. 

The main body moves fiowly, which, in their language, they call Coche, with the 
wings, but continually, without halting day or night, allowing but an hour to refrefh 
till they are got fixty or eighty leagues into the country, without doing any harm: 
but as foon as they begin to march back, the body holds the fame pace; then the 
general difmiffes the two wings, which have liberty, each on its own fide, to ftrayten 
or twelve leagues from the main body; but that is to be underftood half of the way 
forward, and the other half fideways; each wing, which may confifl of eight or ten 
thoufand men, is again fubdivided into ten or twelve fquadrons, of five or fix hundred 
men each, who run up and down to the villages, encompafs them, making four corps 
ds garde about each village, and great fires all the night for fear any peal'ant {houtd 
efcape them : then they fall to pillaging and burning, kill all that make any refifhmce, 
and take and carry away all that fubmit, not only men, women, and fucking babes, 
but the cattle, horfes, cows, oxen, lheep, goats, he. As for the fwine, they drive and 
ftut them up in a barn, or fuch like place, and fire the four corners; fo great is the 
loathing they have for thofe creatures. The wings being allowed to ftray bur ten or 
twelve leagues (as has been faid), return with their booty to their main body, which is 
eafily done; lor they leave a great track, marching above fifty in front; fo that they 
have nothing to do but to follow, and in four or five hours they join their body again, 
where, as foon as they are come, two other wings, confuting of the like number as the 
former, go out on the right and left, to make much the fame havock ; then they come 
in, antHwo others go out, and fo continue their excurfionr without ever dimimiliing 
their body, which, as has been mentioned, makes two-thirds of the armv, and move 
gently, to be always in breath and ready to fight their enemy, if they lhould meet 
them, though their defign is not to meet, but to "avoid them as much as pollible. They 
never return the fame way they broke in, but take a compafs the better to efcape; for 
they always fight ia their own defence, nay, and they nmfi; be forced to it, without they 
, ' a know 
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know themfelves to be ten to one; and yet would they confider of it before they fell 
on; for thefe Tartars do not enter Poland to fight, but to pillage by way of furprize. 
When the Polanders meet them, they make work, forcing them to get home fader than 
their ufual pace. At other times, after they have fufficiently plundered and robbed, 
they enter upon the defart plains in the frontiers, thirty or forty leagues in length, 
and being in that place of fafety, make a great halt, recovering breath, and putting 
themfelves into order, if they were in any confufion, on account of meeting the 
Polanders. _ _ = 

At their return from fuch an incurfion, the Khan receives his tenth of the whole 
booty, which is afterwards divided amongft: the feveral hords, and every Mirza receives 
the tenth of the lhare that belongs to his hord; after which, what remains is divided 
fairly and regularly amongft all that ferved in the e^curfion. It is, undoubtedly, one 
of the moft ftiocking fpeftacles that can be beheld, to fee the unhappy people of all ages, 
ranks, and fexes, that have been thus carried away, feparated from each other, and 
torn away by their relentlefs mailers, who either keep and employ them in fervile work, 
or fell them, if they think proper, to the Turks, Pcrfians, Circaflians, or any of the 
adjacent nations, or to the merchants who come up into their countries on purpofe to 
buy Haves. It is from their fortune in thefe kind of excurfions, that the Tartar princes 
become rich and potent; for what they receive from their parents is very inconfiderable, 
and they make no fcruple of telling ftrangers, when they admire the number of their 
tents, horfes, cattle, and Haves that what they have was acquired by their fwovd and 
bow ; and that if they had been lefs lucky in their expeditions, they had been as poor 
and as milerable as any of their fubjefts. By leading this kind of life they become very 
aftive and vigorous, capable of enduring prodigious fatigue, fo as to go without fleep 
for many nights together, and with little or no food for many days; but when they 
come to have more leifure, they will fetch this up by fleeping forty-eight hours upon the 
ftreich, and will crowd three or four meals into one. Their good and bad qualities are 
peculiar to themfelves, and feem to be derived entirely from the kind of life they lead ; 
for though they will fight very bravely, yet they muft be forced to it, chufmg much 
rather to fly, if it be practicable. They will drink very freely upon certain occafions, 
but upon fuch occafions only, for at other times they are both abftemious and feber. 
The Crim Tartars are very far from being jealous, and are, generally 1 peaking, con¬ 
tent with one wife, i'eldom making ufe of their Haves as concubines; but then they are 
mercilefs niafters, treat their llaves in the fame manner as their cattle, and fell them 
with as little ceremony. Under misfortunes they are patient, or rather fullen, but 
what little education they have makes fome difference amongft them, as appears by fuch 
of their Khans as are banilhed to R hodes, which is the common place of their exile 
when depofed, w'here they live very handfomely, and without any dejeftion of fpirit. 
Indeed this misfortune happens fo frequently, that they cannot be much furprized at ir. 
I11 the court of the Khan’s palace at Bafcia Saray, there are two tombs of princes who 
died in poffeflion of that dignity, and,, it is fuppofed, were erecled there as curiofities 
in that refpecl. I have dwelt the longer upon this fubjeCl, becaufe I take it to be both 
inftruftive and entertaining. 

In order to apprehend clearly the nature of our author’s Voyages and Travels, we 
muft confider the countries that lie upon the Black Sea, which is everywhere firnt in by 
the land, except at the narrow Streighis of Conftautinople. On the well fide lies the 
European coaft, viz. the maritime parts of Moldavia, Bulgaria, and Romania, extend¬ 
ing from fouth to north, that is, from Conftautinople to Oczakow, in a ftraighi hue, about 
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three hundred and twenty miles. On the north fide lies the Little Tartary, the penin- 
fulaof Crirn, and the great country of Circaffia, that circumfcribe the Palus Meotis, 
which communicates with the Black Sea by the Sireightsof Daman or Theman, which 
have the peninfula of Grim on one fide, and Circaflta on the other. Thus it appears 
that Circaffia makes the north-eaft boundary of the Black Sea, and ftretches itfelf quite 
to the Cafpian. The countries lying on the weft fide of the Black Sea, and to the 
fouth of Circaffia, are Mingrelia, Immoretta, and Guriel, of which our author has 
givens large and very good defcription. 

Thefe countries are all mountainous and narrow, having behind them towards the 
Cafpian, the large country of Georgia, which borders imm ediately on the Perfian 
dominions, having Circaffia on the north, the countries of Mingrelia, Immoretta, 
Guriel, and Armenia, on the weft, the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, and the territories of 
of Perfia to the fouth. The feveral nations that inhabit thefe countries are, properly 
fpeaking, Tartars, or very little better; and though there are fome towns, and even cities, 
yet moft of the inhabitants live in tents. The Princes of the Circaffians are hereditary 
chiefs of clans, like other Tartars, and it is certainly a degree of complaifapce to efteem 
them Chriftians. It muft be however allowed, that they are not quite fo barbarous, or 
to fpeak with greater propriety, fo far removed in their manners from ours, as other 
Tartars, notwithftanding their unnatural and deteftable cuftom of felling their children; 
for it ^certain that they take a good deal of pains in their education, but with no other 
view than that of bringing them to a better market. The boys, befides riding, hunting, 
{hooting, and martial exercifes, are taught feveral languages, and as they are very active 
in their perfons, have quick wits, and are of bold and enterprifing natures, they 
rife frequently to great preferment, both in Turkey and in Perfia; as for the girls, 
they are iikewife taught the Turkifh and Perfian tongues, mufic, dancing, and to re- 
ipeat amorous novels and romances. If it may be accounted wonderful to fee parents 
part with their children with fo much eafe as they do, it is certainly not at ail iefs if range 
to fee the children quit their fathers and mothers not only without pain, but with the 
utmoft alacrity, the girls more efpecially. This arifes from the ftories they are told, 
.of the vail fortunes that their countrywomen have made in different parts of the world, 
which fills them with afpiring thoughts, and to fay the truth, their fl a very is none of 
the 1 hardeft, for the merchants-who buy them take as much care as is poffible to improve 
their education, and are fo far from making any attempts upon their chaftity, that they 
are the moil jealous guardians of it in the world, becaufe all the hopes they have of 
felling them to advantage .are founded in the extreme fondneCs the Mahometans have 
for virgins, and when they are fold, it is at fo high a price, that thofe who buy them 
muft be both able and difpofed to maintain them in affluence. 

There is no need to add any remarks on the remaining part of this feflrion, becaufe 
whatever requires farther explanation will be fet in a clear light in the fubfequent fec- 
tions; only it may not be amifs to obferve, that fince the declenfion of the Perfian 
empire, the Ruffians have taken many of the Circaffian and Georgian princes under 
their prote&ion, and.it is highly probable that in time the reft will follow their example, 
which perhaps may render the country more acceffible, and prove the means of drawing 
the inhabitants out of their prefen t ftate of barbarifm. If this could be done, and they 
once civilized, and brought under one fovereign, or even two or three that lived in toler¬ 
able harmony with each other, there is no doubt that they might be able to defend them- 
felves againft any that fhould attack them, and by the happinefs of their fituation, between 
jhe Euxine and the Cafpian Seas, and the many valuable commodities their country 
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produces, they might very fpeedily eftablilh a much more profitable as well as reputable 
commerce, than that which they have hitherto carried on. The late Scbah Nadir, 
who had great views with refpecl to trade, was very defirous of forcing a paffage to the 
Black Sea, where he intended to have eftablilhed a port from which he expected vaft 
things, but very probably thefe great defigns will fell with him, and as the prefent 
generation is not like to fee his equal, we mull leave to pofterity the hopes of beholding 
thefe countries and their inhabitants in a better fituation than they are at prefent, for 
which they feem to have been defigned by nature j in a worfe, however, they 
cannot well be. 
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A 

COPIOUS AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL DESCRIPTION 

I , 

OF THE 

GREAT EMPIRE OF PERSIA, 

ITS SITUATION, EXTENT, DISTRIBUTION OF ITS PROVINCES, CLIMATE, RIVERS, SEAS, 
SOIL, PRODUCE, AND THE CHIEF CITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY J 

AS TO AFFORD A PERFECT IDEA OF ITS CONDITION IN PAST AND PRESENT TIMES. 

Collected from the Writings of the moil famous Travellers, particularly from thofe of Herbert f Qhardhi, 
Tavernier, Thevenot, Le Bruit* and others, their feveral Remarks and G bfervatioas being ali digefted in 
into a regular and eafy Method, 



i* The Situation and Extent of the Perjian Empire , with a fuccinB Account of the Reafons 
why a clear and perfect Notion of the Territories which compofe this Empire is of fuch 
Importance towards a right Idea of general Hijiory and Geography. — 2< A dijlinbt and 
accurate Defcription of the feveral Provinces under the Dominion of the Perjian Em¬ 
peror , their ancient and modern Names ^ Situation, Extent, chief Cities, and Ports. 
— 3, The Air and Climate of Perfia in its different Parts ; with an Account of the 
hot and Jiifling Winds fo dangerous to Travellers on the Sea-coajl* —- 4* The Rivers in 
this Country, and the various Methods made ufe of fo dffufe the Water by Canals and 
Aqueducts ; and an Account of the Seas upon which it borders . — 5, Of the Appearance 
of the Country in general , and of the Diverftiy of Soils in Perfia . — 6. Of the particular 
Phtfbandry ufed in this Country, the Produce of Arable Lands and Gardens. *— 7* Of 
the Variety of Fruits, Trees, Flowers, and Shrubs , that grow therein . — 8, Of medicinal 
Drugs that are brought from Perfia , particularly Opium, Affafmtida, and Bezoar. —* 
9. A large and curious Account of the Animals , tame and wild. In the feveral Provinces 
of Perfia *— 10. Of the Fowls , Birds, and Fifh .in this Country, and the Reafon why 
the latter is fo fcarce at If pah an* — 1 1. Of the Minerals in Perfia, and of precious Stones , 
particularly the Turqmis, held to be peculiar to this Country • — 12* Of the Manner of 
building in Perfia, how well adapted to their Climate, and of the Methods ufed to keep 
their houfes cool and pleafant, even in the hottejl Seafons* — 13. A particular Defcription 
of the capital City of Ifpahan or Spahawn, with its peculiar Beauties and Blemijhes* — 
14. A dijlinci Defcription of the Royal Palace and of the Imperial Mofque . — 18. Of the 
Bagnios, Gardens , and Bridges in the City of Ifpahan , and in its Neighbourhood* 

16. A large Defcription of the Borough or Suburb of J alpha, with an Account of the 
Armenians who inhabit if. — 17, The noble City of Chirac deferibed, with an Account of 
the adjacent Country, and its Produce, — f8. An Account of the noble Antiquities 
at Tchelminar, the Remains of the ancient Perfepolis, juftly efieemed the mojl glorious 
Antiquity in the World\ — 19. Of other Places of Note in Perfia, more cfpecially upon 
its Sea-coafl, and of the Defign of Schah Nadir to have removed the Capital of the 
Perjian Empire , with the Reafons upon which that Project was founded* — 20. A 
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Cmp&rifm between the pajl and prefent State of Perfia, in regard as ‘well to the 
Fertility and Riches of the Country, as if the great Cities and Ports. — 21» Remarks t 
hijlorical, political, and critical, upon the foregoing Section. 

I. r | 'HERE is fcarce any country in the world which makes a greater figure in hifto- 
1 ries, facred or profane, ancient or modern, than this of which we are fpeaking. 
In the Scriptures the deliverance of the Jews by Cyrus; the protection they received 
from his fuccefibrs; the memorable prefervatipn of the whole people from the dark 
and deep laid plot of Hainan, all refer to this potent empire and its monarchs. In refer¬ 
ence to the Greek hiftory, the earlier parts of it turn entirely on the difputes between 
the free ftates of Greece and the great King, as the latter contain nothing more than 
the hiftory of the fubverfion of the Perfian empire by Alexander the Great, and the 
divifion of its feveral provinces after his deceafe among his captains. In regard to the 
Roman hiftories again, we find the Parthians continually difputing the progrefs of their 
arms in the eaft, and the moft confidcrable part of the Conftantinopolitan hiftory, before 
the irruption of the Saracens proved fatal to both empires, comprehends the difputes 
between the fuccefibrs of Conftantine the Great and the Emperors of Perfia. From 
the time the Saracens became mailers of this country, the fuccefiion of their Caliphs 
forms a principal branch of the Oriental hiftory down to the extinction of their duminion. 
Since that time the feveral conquerors of this empire have fufficiently diftinguilhed them- 
felves to deferve notice, and even the frequency of revolutions in this country make the 
hiftory of it more curious and more entertaining. We know very little of the etymo¬ 
logy of the word Perfia, fome fay it was fo called from the hero Perfeus, fon of Jupiter 
and Danae, but that feems to be a very ridiculous fable ; others derive it from Perfes, 
a nobleman of that country, in times of great antiquity, but with relpeft to this alfo 
there wants both probability and proof $ neither is the third account of the matter, 
which derives its name from Paras, that fignifies a horfe, very farisfa&ory j and as for 
the modern Perfian word Fare, it is vifibly derived from Perfia, and therefore cannot 
help us to explain it. As to the oriental writers, they know it not at all by this 
name, but ftyle it conftantly Iran. In order to apprehend the meaning of this 
name, which is abfolutely neceflary to the underftanding their hiftories, we are to 
know', that an ancient King of this country, or rather of the Upper Afia, whofe name 
was Ferri doun, had two fons, Tour andjrag, who fucceeded him in his dominions, the 
former had all the country on the other fide the river Oxus, which by the way, the 
Orientals ftyle Gihon, and the other the country on this fide, lienee arifes the diftinc- 
tion of all the countries in the Upper Afia (China and the Indies excepted) into Toman 
and Iran ; the former comprehending Great Tartary, and all the countries bordering 
or depending, upon it, and the latter Perfia in like manner, with all its dependencies. 
As for the modern Writers in the Perfian tongue, as they ftyle their fovereign Shah, fo 
they give his dominions the title of Shahiftan, or the territories of the Shah. 

• We will proceed next to the fituation of this country, and this is beft fliewn by mark¬ 
ing the dominions of thefe Princes that confine it • for as to the diftinft and precife 
limitations of this empire, it is impollible to lay them down with accuracy or certainty, 
becaufe they depend upon the power of its monarchs, which fluctuates every day. On 
the eaft it has the dominions of the Great Mogul, the ocean and the Gulph of Perfia 
towards the fouth, the territories of the Grand Signior on the weft, and the country of 
Circaflia, the Cafpian Sea and the river Oxus, which divides it from the Ulbeck Tartary, 
on the north. It may not be amils to oblerve, that the northern and fouthern bounda¬ 
ries feldom or never vary, as being fixed by nature j but on the eaft and weft the Per- 
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fians fometimes encroach upon, but in later times have been oftener encroached upon 
by their neighbours, as will appear more clearly when we come to fpeak particularly 

of its provinces. . 

As to its extent, it reaches from fouth to north about twenty degrees, that is, from 
twenty-five to'forty-five degrees of north latitude. It contains pretty near the fame 
number of degrees of longitude, the neareft of its provinces lying in the longitude of 
forty-five, and the moft diftant about fixty-fix degrees eaft from the meridian of Lon¬ 
don. According to the ordinary computation, allowing for the divifion made by the 
Cafpian Sea, it is a fquare of between eleven and twelve hundred miles, which fliews 
plainly, that it is one of the moft confiderable countries of Afia; and if it was as 
thoroughly inhabited as the excellency of its fituation, climate, and foil deferve, its 
monarchs would be, doubllefs, as powerful as any fovereign Princes in the world ; 
though at prefent, from a multitude of concurring accidents, it feems to be thinner in 
people, and weaker in point of government, than any of the other four Afiatic empires. 
As Perfia, properly fo called, is but a very final! country in comparifon of what now 
goes under that name, fo the different times and occafions by which the other diftri&s 
that now depend upon it were annexed thereto, render it extremely difficult to fix the 
number, the names, and the fituation of its provinces, about which hardly any two geogra¬ 
phers or travellers have been hitherto able to agree; therefore the reader will not think it 
ftrange, if the account we give of them differs from fhofe he has met with before. 

2. In order to deliver as plain an account of this matter as is poffible,' we fhall ob- 
ferve, that the moft accurate of the Perfxan writers themfelves divide their country into 
thirteen provinces, and therefore it appears moft reafonable to follow that divifion ; 
and it may likewife be convenient to purfue their method of defcribing them ; as this 
is a thing altogether arbitrary, and there feems to be the fame cauie to take it one 
way as another, provided that when the method is once chofen it is clofely purfucd, 
that the reader may be able to trace it exaftly, without confufion, and even to form 
in his head, as it were, a fcheme of the whole country that is laid before him. We 
fhall begin ’then with the north-eaft, and fo paffing along fouthward, defcribe all the 
countries of Perfia that lie towards the frontiers either of Tartary or India. We fhall 
then defcribe the provinces on the ocean and thePerfian Gulph, together with fuch as 
lie within land; thofe on the frontiers of the Turkifli empire will follow thefe, and we Uiall 
end with the provinces that lie north-weft and north on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea. 

I. Aftarabat, or Eftarabat, is fituated on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea, to the fouth 
pj opening of the river Amu or Oxus j it hatu Choralan on the cad, and on 
the fouth the province of Mafanderan, on the weft the Cafpian Sea, and part of Tartary 
cm the north. It is but fmall, having thirty-five leagues in length from weft to eaft, 
and fifteen in breadth from north to fouth; for which reafon many of our geogra¬ 
phers include it within the great province of Chorafan. In regard to fertility, as well 
as to its climate, there is not a finer country in Perfia. A ridge of hills that run 
through it furnifh abundance of fmall rivulets, and fome fine rivers that, running 
through it into the Cafpian Sea, clothe the country, for a great part of the year, with 
continual verdure. The capital of this province has the fame name with the province 
iifelf, and is one of the heft built cities in Perfia; and as it is a frontier towards Tar- 
tar y s ' j t i s tolerably fortified, and his commonly a good garrifon. It Hands upon a 
gulph of the fame name, and has a very good port for fmall veffels that do not draw 
anv great depth of water. There are in it both fi lk and woollen manufaftures, and 
the inhabitants drive a great trade in a fort of camblets, that are much efteeined both 
for beauty and ftrength. The country about is well cultivated, and as for the weftern 
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part of the province, it Is a perfe£t orchard, abounding with fruits of all kinds, as well 
as with fine trees for fiiade and for timber ; but the fame thing cannot be faid of the 
eaftern part of the province, which being expoled to the Inroads of the Ufbeck Tar¬ 
tars, is fo depopulated, that, in fpite of the kindnefs of Nature, it looks like a perfect 
defart. 

IL Chorafan is efteemed the Faired, richeft, and mod fertile province of the whole em¬ 
pire, and is the country known to the ancients by the name of Baftria ; it is divided by 
the mountains of Balclc from Great Bucharia, has the principality of Candahar on the 
eaft, the province of Segiftan on the fouth, the provinces of Ye rack and Mafanderan to 
the weft, and the province of Efterabat and the river Amu on the north. It is thought 
to be about one hundred German leagues in conipafs. The climate is very temperate, 
the foil extremely fruitful, abounding with rich fruits, fine pafturages, producing 
excellent com, wine, and filk, and affording befides rich mines oi gold, filver, and 
precious ft ones. It was formerly the beft peopled, the beft planted, and the bell built pro¬ 
vince in Perfia, but of late the incurfions of the Ufbeck Tartars have laid one half of 
it wafte ; and though for a few years they were kept in awe by the Shall Nadir, who 
drove them out of this country, for which he had a peculiar affeftfon, yet it is not to 
be fuppofed, while the affairs of the Perfian empire are in confufion, that they can be 
long reftrained. The chief city of this province is Mefchid, or Thous, of which we 
fhail have occafion to fpeak more hereafter; and befides this, there are many other 
tonfiderable places, fuch as Nichabour, Herat, Tcharkez, Amonoye, &c. 

III. Sabluftan, bounded on the north by the provinces of Chorafan and Candahar, 
which latter is lometmies reckoned a part of this province, on the eaft by the dominions 
of the Great Mogul, and on the fouth and weft by the province of Segiftan* The cli¬ 
mate is tolerable, but the foil is extremely mountainous and barren \ the inhabitants 
are, generally fpeaking, boorifh and rude, at leaf! in comparifon of the reft of the Per- 
iians, yet the capital of the province, which is the city of Boft, is large, well built, well- 
inhabited, and the country about it is exceedingly well cultivated j all which arifes from 
its lying in the direct road to the Indies. It is a place of great trade, abounds with 
manufactures and ft rangers from all countries, and with the diftridt about it, looks fo 
very unlike all the reft of the province, that it feems to have dropt into it from the 
clouds. Some other towns there are, but of no great importance, only it is fit to 
remark, that the people of this country make the hardieft foldiers, and are the beft 
infantry in the Perfian empire. 

IV. Segiftan, which feems to have been the Drangiana of the ancients, is bounded 
by Sabluftan on the north, the territories of the Great Mogul on the eaft, by the pro¬ 
vinces of Makeran on the fouth, and-by part of the province of Kerman on the weft. 
This country is tolerably fruitful, and is particularly remarkable for its palu>trees and its 
excellent dates* but it is greatly expofed to winds, which fometimes drive the fands in 
fuch a manner, as to cover the houfes, and even whole villages. It was formerly famous 
for its gold mines, which, if we may truft the Perfian authors, were the richeft In the 
world, the veins fometimes ptifhing to the very furface ; in which they are counte¬ 
nanced by fome very ancient Greek authors* This province has produced both heroes 
and learned men, who have from thence borrowed thefumameof Segiftani, w hich by 
thefway is a practice very common in Perfia. The capital is the city of Zereng, more 
commonly ftyled Segiftan, but a place of no great note. There are befides two other 
places of fome figure in this country, Cobin and Maftich. 

V. Macran, or Macheran, fuppofed to be the ancient Gcdrofia, is bounded by 
Segiftan on the north, by the dominions of the Great Mogul on the e&ft, by the ocean 
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winter begins in November and continues till March, with fevere frofts and fnow, 
which falls in great quantities on their mountains, but not fo much in the champaign 
country; from the month of March till May the wind is ufually high, and from thence 
to September they have a calm ferene heaven, without fo much as a cloud ; and 
though it be pretty hot in the daytime, the refrelhing breezes which blow conliantly 
morning and evening, as well as in the night, make the fummer very tolerable, efpe- 
cially fince the nights are near ten hours long. The air is fo pure, and the ftars fhine 
with that luftre, that one man may know another very well by their light, and people 
travel much more in the night than the day. In this part of Perfia there are very 
feldom any hurricanes or tempells and very little thunder and lightning, nor is it fub- 
jeft to earthquakes, and the air is fo extremely dry in the fummer feafon, that you will 
not find the leaft dew or moifture on any thing that is laid abroad all night, or even 
in the grafs, and it very feldom rains in the winter. No country is more healthful than 
the interior part of Perfia, as appears by the hale complexion of the natives j they are 
ftrong and robult, and, generally fpeaking, enjoy conlfant health. As for foreigners 
who come thither, it is a common obfervation, that thole who are healthy at their 
arrival continue fo, and that thofe who are lick feldom recover. 

The air in the fouthern part of Perfia, particularly about Gombroon, is very un¬ 
healthy in the fpring and fall: our European faftors never pafs a year without a 
dangerous fit of illnefs, which frequently carries them off". It is an ordinary thing for 
two of them to agree, that if one of them die the furvivor fliall poffefs the other’s 
fortune. Nor is this any great prejudice to their relations, for if a man leaves private 
trultces, or makes the Company his executors, the heir of the deceafed will meet with 
great difficulties in recovering the teftator’s effefts. The months of June, July, and 
Auguft, are healthy enough, but fo vei y hot, that both natives and foreigners get up 
into the mountains at that time. The hot winds which blow from the eaftward, over 
a long traft of fandy defarts, are ready to fuffocate them, and fometimes there happens 
a peftilential blaft, which ftrikes the traveller dead in an inftant. It rains but very 
feldom here any part of the year, and the water they fave then is very unwholefome. 

The provinces of Georgia, Shirvan, and Adirbeitzan, are very dry and warm in the 
fummer, but fubjeft to ftorms and tempells in the winter, and as fevere frolls for fix 
months as any countries on the continent in the fame latitude ; but as this part of Per¬ 
fia is very mountainous, there is frequently a vafl difference between the air on the 
north and the fouth fide of the mountains, and in a few miles travelling people think 
themfelves in a different climate ; but however cold the mountains in the north may be, 
they are extremely healthful. On the contrary, the flat country of Gilan and Mezen- 
deran, which lies upon the Cafpian Sea, and was the ancient Hyrcania, is very damp, 
full of /linking moraffes, and unhealthful, infomuch that the inhabitants in the fummer 
retire into the mountains, all the water they have being foul and corrupted in the hot 
feafon j and here, and in Chorafan, it is faid earthquakes are very common. 

4. It is obfervable, that there is no country in the world of fo large an extent as 
Perfia, where there are fo few navigable rivers; there is not fo much as one river in 
the heart of the country that will carry a boat of any burthen; and you may travel 
feveral days’ journey, without meeting with any water whatever, in fome parts. The 
river Oxus, indeed, which divides Perfia from TJfbeck-Tartary, is a large ftream, but 
as there are no branches of it that arife in the Perfian dominions, it is of little uYe to 
them. The rivers Kur and Aras, anciently called Cyrus and Araxes, which rife in the 
mountains of Ararat, and run through Georgia, Shirvan and Adirbeitzan, and having 
joined their ftreams, fall into the Cafpian Sea, are much the molt confiderable rivers in 
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in the Perfian dominions* However, there are feveral final! rivulets which fall from 
the mountains, and are conveyed by fubterraneous channels or otherwife to their prin¬ 
cipal cities* 

Water being fo fearce in Perfia, there is no place, where they hufband it 
better, or have more ingenious contrivances, to convey it to their cities, and into 
their corn-fields and gardens. This is the care of the government, and there is a 
great officer in every province, who has the charge of the conveyance and diftribution 
of the waters. They turn all their little rivulets and fprings to thofe parts of the country 
where they are moll wanted ; they dig wells alfo of a prodigious depth and breadth, 
out of which they draw the water with oxen, in great leathern buckets, which being 
emptied into citterns, is let out as there is occafion for the fervice of the country. They 
have alfo vaft fubternmeous aquedu&s, through which they convey water twenty or 
thirty leagues to the places affigned, Thefe are two fathoms high, and arched with 
brick, and at every twenty paces diftaoce, there are large holes like wells, which were 
made for the conveniency of carrying on the arch without working under ground too 
far, and the more eafy repairing them, he dittribotion of the river and fpring water, 
is made one day to one quarter of the town, and another day to another, as occafion 
requires, when every one opens the canal or refervatory in his gardens to receive it,- 
for which every garden pays a certain fum yearly to the government, particularly about 
Ifpahan; and as it is very eafy for one to divert his neighbour's water into his own 
channel, this is a fraud that is Severely puniflied. They give a greater rate for river 
water, than they do for fpring-water, which is not found fo proper for the improve¬ 
ment of their grounds, 

Befides the ocean, there are two feas belonging to Perfia, one on the north, and 
he other on the fouih-weft, viz, the Cafpian Sea, and the Gulph of Bo flora or Perfia, 
which have been already mentioned. The Cafpian Sea is about a hundred leagues in 
length, from north to Jbutb, and ninety leagues in breadth, and has near a hundred 
rivers running into it, of which the chief is the Wolga, at the mouth whereof Hands 
Aftracan; but this fea has no comm unication with any other, and though fo many rivers 
fall into it, there is no vifible way by which it difeharges itfelf of its waters, but they 
remain, always of the fame height, and do not either ebb or flow. The Ruffians have 
in a great meafure the foie navigation of this fea, which is very profitable to them, and 
might be made much more fo by the new trade that has been fet oil foot, from Europe 
to Perfia, through Ruffia, 

The S hah Nadir was very defirous of becoming a maritime power on this fide alfo, and 
employed a gentleman of a certain country, to build him Ihips of force for this pur- 
pofe, but confidering the revolutions that will probably attend his death, thefe defigns 
are like to fall to the ground. The Perfians were formerly entirely matters of the 
gulph that feparates their country from Arabia, for which they were in a great mea¬ 
fure indebted to us, who alii fled them in difpofleffing the Portuguefe of the ifland of 
Ormus, upon which they had opened a very advantageous port, allowing us half the 
cuftoms arifing from the goods imported and exported here. But Shah Abbas the 
Great, thought that conflagration too large, and therefore when he transferred the 
commerce to Iris new port of Gambroon, or Bander Ahalli, i. e* the port of Abbas, 
he allowed the Eaft India Company no more than one thoufand tomans, which makes 
three thoufand three hundred thirty-three pounds fix flullings and eight-pence of our 
money. It was in this gulph, on the coaft of the ifland of Baherem, that they had the 
finell pearl fifhery in the world, which produced annually above fifty thoufand pounds, 
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on the foutbj and by the province of Kerman towards the weft ; it is looked upon as 
one of the worft provinces in Perfia, the air being very indifferent, and the foil barren j 
it is but indifferently peopled, and the inhabitants are efteemed barbarous and faith- 
lefs. The chief towns in it are Makeran, Pafiir, and Geft; the north part of it is 
entirely a defart of ten days* journey; it has, indeed, a port at Guadel, but of no 
great confequence, for it is capable of receiving only finall velfels, and is befides not 
very fecure. 

VI, Kerman, which is without doubt the Caramania of the ancients, a very large and 
noble province, which may be well efteemed one of the moft beautiful in Perfia. It is 
bounded by Segiftan and Makeran towards the eaft, the ocean towards the fouth, the 
province of Pars towards Lhe weft, and by a defart which feparates it from the province 
of Yerac Agenii, towards the north. Some part of it is mountainous and barren enough, 
but the vallies are wonderfully fertile, producing fruits, roots and flowers in vaft abun¬ 
dance ; it is in this province that fuch vaft quantities of rofes grow, as enable the inhabit¬ 
ants to carry on a confiderable trade in rofe-water, which is highly efteemed not only 
throughout all the eaft, but in Europe; they have alfb very rich mines in this 
country, particularly thofe of Turquoifes, of which we ftiall (peak hereafter; ad¬ 
mirable fteei, out of which they fabricate ail kind of arms, and they have befides great 
inanufa&ures of tapeftry. But after all, the principal glory of this country is its fheep, 
the wool of which is efteemed the fineft in the world ; and they have a very Angular 
way of coming at it, for at a certain feafon of the year they pull it from the backs of 
the animals with their fingers, fo that the fheep are entirely naked; this wool is all 
wrought in its natural colours, and without dye ; it is of three forts, the firft brown, 
the fecond of a fpeckled grey, and the third of a milk-white ; this laft is the moft 
efteemed j for there is none of it that ever goes out of the country, for it is entirely 
employed in making garments for their moulhas, or men of the law, and priefts, who 
wear nothing elle. There are in this province more of the Gubers, Gaurs, or fire- 
worlhippers, who are the remains of the ancient Perfians, than in all the empire befide* 
and thefe frugal and induftrious people manufacture from the other two forts of wool* 
feveral kinds of light fluffs, which in point of beauty and luftre are not at all inferior 
to filk. 1 he city of Kerman is the capital of the province, it is large and well peopled 
provifions are cheap there, and in the neighbourhood they have a manufacture of 
earthen-ware, which comes very near porcelain. The fort of Gambroon, and the illand 
of Ormus, are by fome authors reckoned dependent upon this province, which has 
produced ieveral great heroes, learned phyficians, excellent poets, and in a word 
famous men of every kind ; amongft the reft, the celebrated Achmet Kermani who 
was poet laureat to I amerlane, and compofed in Perfian verfe the aCts of Alexander 
the Great, of Gingifchan, and of his patron. 

VII. Ears or Farfiftan, as the Perfians call it, is the ancient Perfia Proper, the Orien¬ 
tals fay that it derives its name from Fars, the fon of Azaz, that is Arphazad the fon of 
Shem, th« fon of Noah; but what authority they have for this is more than I can de¬ 
termine : it is bounded on the eaft by Kerman, by the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth 
by the province of Chufiftan towards the weft, and by a great defart called Nau- 
bendighian upon the north, which feparates it from Yerac Agemi. This Tandy defart 
is of a vaft extent, and reaches to the frontiers of the province of Chorafan ■ it is the 
fame we have mentioned before, in fpeaking of the province of Kerman. This is a rich 
and noble country, abounding with all the neceffaries of life, but moreefpeciallv famous 
for producing in the neighbourhood of Shiraz, the richeft and fineft wine in Perfia - 
but the imperial grape ot iauns is efteemed moft pleafant and lufcious for eating. 
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They have alfo an admirable glafs manufafture in this province, where they blow 
bottles of an enormous fize, fome that are faid to hold three gallons of our meafure ; 
but they keep their wine in earthen veffels, as we (hall have occafion to Ihew hereafter. 
The chief cities in this country are Shiraz, which will be defcribed elfewhere. Lar, 
formerly the capital of a little independent principality; Bander Congo, a port upon 
the Perfian Gulph, to which we may add, though, as I have faid, fome comprehend it 
under the province of Kerman, the famous port of Gambroon, or Bander Abafli. On the 
oppofite fhore of Arabia there is a final! territory, called from the principal place 
therein, Elcatiff,'which formerly belonged to the Perfians, and was Sometimes annexed to 
the government of Earfiftan, which is one realon why I mention it here, anothei is, 
that in feveral maps, and in many oriental authors, the Perfian Gulph is from hence 

called the Sea of Elcatiff. . , _ . , 

Vm. Chufiflan, the Sufiana of the ancients, is bounded on the ealt by the provinces 
of Fai liftan and Yerac, by the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth, by the territory of Baffora 
on the weft, and by the province of Curdeftan on the north; the capital of this country 
is Schoufter, believed with reafon to be the city of Shufhan mentioned in the book of 
Efther, famous for a noble palace built here by the Perfian Monarch Artaxerxes, who 
is the Ahafuerus of the Scripture, and for the tomb of the prophet Daniel, of neither of 
which there are now any remains, though a Perfian author of great credit allures us, 
that the latter was Handing in his time, and that he had feen it. 

IX. Curdeftan, or Curdiftan, part of the ancient Affyria, bounded on the weft by the 
dominions of the Grand Signior, by the province of Chufiftan on the fouth, by Erac 
Agemi on the eaft, and by Arderbeitzan or Media on the north ; it is with very little 
reafon that this country finds a place among the provinces of Perfia, for the Curds are 
a nation that fometiines own the protection of the Porte, and foraetimes profefs a de¬ 
pendence upon the Shah, but are in reality fubjefts to neither; they are, to fay the 
truth, a very extraordinary race of highlanders, governed by their own hereditary 
chiefs, and the reafon that I ftyle them extraordinary is, becaufe their force confifts in 
horie, 5 of which fome chiefs can bring hundreds, others thoufands, and it has been 
known, that a chief has brought twenty thoufand into the field, where they behave as 
well as any troops in the world. As to their religion they call themfelves Mahome¬ 
tans, but except circumcifion and abftinence from wine, in both which they are very 
ftrift, they obferveno other precepts of the Alcoran, and have neither moulahs nor 
moiques, except in two or three of their great towns. The mountains, of which this 
country is full, are rude and barren, but the vallies are fertile and pleafant, producing 
great quantities of tobacco and vines ; of the former they make a great profit, but they 
make no wine of the latter, which they convert into raifins. The chief city in this 
country is Beth's, and befiaes this, there are fome other places of note, indifferently 
built, but well inhabited. Thamas Kouli Kan attacked thefe people often, but with very 
little fuccefs, and they have more than once defeated both the Perfians and the Turks 
in pitched battles, yet they aft generally on the defenfive, and feldom fight out of their 

own country. * .. . 

X. Erac Agemi, or as fome write, Azemi; the reafon of this addition is to difhngmfh 
it from a province of the Turkifh empire which is called Erac Arabi, and is precifely 
the ancient province of Babylon ; whereas Erac Agemi is the ancient Parthia. This 
noble province is bounded on the north by Aderbeitzan and Ghilan, by the province of 
Chorafan on the eaft, by Chufiftan and Farfiftan on the fouth, and by Curdeftan on 
the weft. The chief city is the capital of the Perfian empire, viz. Ifpahan, or Spahawn, 
fituate in the latitude of thirty-two degrees, forty minutes north, and in the fiftieth 
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degree of longitude eaft from the meridian of London ; there are alfo in this province 
feveral other confiderable places, fuch as Calbin, fuppofetl to be the ancient Arfafia ; 
Com, defcribed in the laft feftion ; Sava mentioned there likewife; Hamadan, a very- 
fine city on the frontiers of Curdeltan, the country about it extremely fruitful in rice, the 
mountains in the neighbourhood fupplying feveral fine rivulets, which render its terri¬ 
tory wonderfully fruitful. The Turks became mafters of it by ftorm in 1623, and 
almofl: totally deftroyed both it and its inhabitants. Calham, which lies about feventy 
m iles north of Ifpahan; Yezd, which is fituated one hundred and five miles to the 
eaftward of that capital. 

XI. Gilan, under which the modem Perfian geographers comprehend not only the 
country properly fo called, which comprehend precifely the Hyrcania of the ancients, 
but alio the provinces of Mazanderan and Tabreftah ; l"o that, confidered in this light, 
it is a very extenfive country, bounded by the Cafpian Sea on the north, by the pro¬ 
vince of Chorafan on the eaft, by that of Erac Agetni on the fouth, and by the great 
country of Aderbeilzan on the weft. The whole of this province is wonderfully fair and 
fruitful. It is diftinguilhed from almoft all the provinces of this great empire by forne 
very particular advantages. In the firft place, its fituation is very peculiar; for on theon* 
fide it is covered by thefea, and towards the land it is furrounded with mountains and 
rocks that rife like fo many natural fortifications, with this lingular circumftance, that 
while they are rude, inacceflible, and terrible on that fide, which is turned towards the 
reft of the provinces of the empire, they are on the infide refpe&ing this province, of 
gentle afcent, covered with perpetual verdure, and covered with groves of citrons, 
oranges, olives, and figs. The very fumraitsof the mountains fliaded by cyprefs-trees 
and other excellent timber, which may be eafily tranfported to the fea-fide; for through 
this rampart of rocks, nature has formed feveral paffages fo wide, and with fuch a Hope 
as render them perfectly eafy, and yet fo well fenced on each fide, that a finall barricade 
will render them impregnable. Another Angular benefit which this country enjoys, is 
its unbounded and amazing fruitfulnefs, which with very little cultivation pours out 
fuch prodigious abundance of all things necelfary and delirable as is fcarce to be be¬ 
lieved ; for it is equally famous for its filk, its oil, its wines, its rice, its tobacco, and a 
Taft variety of fruits. In other parts of Perfia their houfes are but mean, and the 
moveables of the common people very coarfe ; but here, on the contrary, every peafant 
has a good boufe, and moftof his furniture is made of box, of which they have the 
largeft and fineft trees in the world, and a large garden full of citrons, oranges, figs, 
and vines, fo large, that the branches of them are frequently as big as a man’s'body. 
A third commodity, in fome meafure peculiar to this province, is a vaft abundance of 
fifl) iii their rivers, and in that part of the Cafpian Sea which wadies their coails ; from 
whence, as the people draw an immenfe profit, fo the Shah derives from thence a great 
revenue. The capital of this province is Refech, which Hands in the latitude of thirty- 
feveii degrees of north, a large and populous city ; beftdes which there are Keflter, 
Aftara, and other confiderable places within its bounds. Two things more deferve 
our notice; one is, that the people of this province are of the Turkifh, and not of the 
Perfian religion, that is, they are followers of Omar, and not of Ali: the other, that 
by the treaty between the Emperor Peter the Great and the Shah in 1723, this pro¬ 
vince was yielded to the Rufiians. Mazanderan and Tabreftan are alfo very confider¬ 
able countries, but fo like to Gilan in their produce, that it is not necelfary to deferibe 
them particularly. 

XII. Aderbeilzan, which comprehends the greateft and beft part of the ancient 
Media, is a very noble and beautiful country, bounded by the province of Shirvan on 
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the north, by Giian and the Cafplan Sea on the eaft, by Erac Ageim and Curdeftan on 
the fouth, and by the river Aras or Araxis on the weft, which divides it from Georgia. 
The famous city of Tauris or Tabris, which is defcribed in the foregoing fection, is the 
capital of this country, and was one of the fineft cities of Perfia, till deftroyed by the 
Turks in their laft war with the Perfians, when they are fa id to have put one hundred 
thotifand perfons of all ranks, ages and fexes to the Avoi d. Ardevil is another great 
and fine city in this country, Handing about thirty miles from mount Tauris ; and Sul- 
tania, which was deftroyed by Tamerlane, was fcarce inferior to any city in Perfia, as 
the ruins that ftiil remain fufficicntly teftify at this day. It is ft ill a good town, contain¬ 
ing about fix thonfand inhabitants ; but is particularly remarkable for a molt noble 
mofque, in which is the tomb of the founder of this city, the famous Sultan Mahomet 
Chodabende. This mofque has three great gates, all of polilhed fteel, and the tomb is 
feen through a grate of the fame metal, finely wrought in foliages and branches of trees ; 
and though fome of thefe are of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, yet they are fo exquifitely 
linilhed, that there is not fo much as a joint to be perceived in the whole; from whence 
the inhabitants perfuade themfelves, and would willingly perfuade ftrangers, that it is 
made of one entire piece, and affirm that it was feven years in making. 

XIII. Shir van, or, according to the Perfian orthography, Schirwan, contains the 
northern part of Media, and is by many authors made only a part of the foregoing pro¬ 
vince ; but we comprehend within it, for the fake of keeping within bounds, the little 
province of Dageftan, and fo much of Georgia and Armenia as belongs to the Per¬ 
fians ; and taking it in this light, it is thus bounded ; by Circaflia and the Ruffian terri¬ 
tories on the north, by the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, by Aderbeitzan on the fouth, and 
by the Turkiih Armenia and Georgia on the well. Schamakie is the capital of this 
province, and Hands in the latitude of forty degrees fifty minutes north, between two 
mountains well fortified, and is a place of great trade. Derbent, or Debircan, which 
fignifies an iron gate, is a famous pafs between the mountains and the Cafpian Sea. 
Baku is the only tolerable port on the weft fide of the-Cafpian; it is large and fafe, 
hut not deep j the town is frnall, but well peopled, and commanded by a citadel ; it 
was given up to the Ruffians by the peace of 1723. The province of Dageftan is at 
prefent for the mod part in the hands of the Tartars, and to curb this fierce nation, 
who are able to bring twenty thoufand men into the field, the Ruffians built the fortrefs 
of St. Andrew, not far from Turku, which is the capital of this country, as Teflis is of 
that part of Georgia which belongs to Perfia. That part of Armenia which belongs to 
this country is ft) led Aran, and the capital of it is Erivan, which has been before de- 
feribed. Within the bounds of this province ftands alfo the city of Nackfivan, which 
the inhabitants are fully convinced is the oldeft in the world, having been built by Noah 
and his children upon their coming out of the ark, of which, if you will credit them, 
there are Hill fome remains on the mountains that are not far from hence. Thus we 
have completed a regular and geographical defeription of all the parts of this great 
empire, which will enable the reader to comprehend perfectly all that follows in the 
enfuing fe&ion. .And we dare alfo afl'ure him, that he will find it of very great ufe 
towards under Handing all the liiftories of and travels through this country, already 
publilhed, as well as the accounts we may hereafter receive from thence, which might 
otherife appear very unintelligible. 

3. Perfia, extending from the twenty-fifth degree of latitude to the forty-fifth, the 
longeft day in the fouth is thirteen hours and a half, and in the north above fifteen 
hours. In fo great an extent of country it is natural to fuppofe that the air and feafons 
are very different, as in fail we find them to be. In the middle of the empire, their 

winter 


A DESCRIPTION OF PERSIA. 


176 

winter begins in November and continues till March, with fevere frofts and fnow, 
which falls in great quantities on their mountains, but not fo much in the champaign 
country ; from the month of March till May the wind is ufually high, and from thence 
to September they have a calm ferene heaven, without fo much as a cloud; and 
though it be pretty hot in the daytime, the refreihing breezes which blow conftantly 
morning and evening, as well as in the night, make the fumnier very tolerable, cfpe- 
cially lince the nights are near ten hours long. The air is fo pure, and the liars iliine 
with that luftre, that one man may know another very well by their light, and people 
travel much more in the night than the day. In this part of Perfia there are very 
Feldom any hurricanes or tem pelts and very little thunder and lightning, nor is it fub- 
jeft to earthquakes, and the air is fo extremely dry in the fummer feafon, that you will 
not find the lead dew or moilture on any thing that is laid abroad all night, or even 
in the grafs, and it very feldom rains in the winter. No country is more healthful than 
the interior part of Perfia, as appears by the hale complexion of the natives; they are 
ftrong and robuft, and, generally fpeaking, enjoy conllant health. As for foreigners 
who come thither, it is a common obfervation, that thofe who are healthy at their 
arrival continue fo, and that thofe who are fick feldom recover. 

The air in the fouthem part of Perfia, particularly about Gombroon, is very un¬ 
healthy in the fpring and fall: our European factors never pafs a year without a 
dangerous fit of illnefs, which frequently carries them off. It is an ordinary thing for 
two of them to agree, that if one of them die the furvivor lhall poffefs the other’s 
fortune. Nor is this any great prejudice to their relations, for if a man leaves private 
truftees, or makes the Company his executors, the heir of the deceafed will meet with 
great difficulties in recovering the tellator’s effects. The months of June, July, and 
Auguft, are healthy enough, but fo very hot, that both natives and foreigners get up 
into the mountains at that time. The hot winds which blow from the ealtward, over 
a long traft of fandy defarts, are ready to fuffocate them, and fometimes there happens 
a pellilential blalt, which llrikes the traveller dead in an inftant. It rains but very 
feldom here any part of the year, and the water they fave then is very unwholefome. 

The provinces of Georgia, Shirvan, and Adirbeitzan, are very dry and warm in the 
fummer, but fubjeft to dorms and tempefts in the winter, and as fevere frofts for fix 
months as any countries on the continent in the fame latitude; but as this part of P£r- 
fia is very mountainous, there is frequently a vail difference between the air on the 
north and the fouth fide of the mountains, and in a few miles travelling people think 
themfelves in a different climate ; but however cold the mountains in the north may be, 
they are extremely healthful. On the contrary, the flat country of Gilan and Mezen- 
deran, which lies upon the Cafpian Sea, and was the ancient Hyrcania, is very damp, 
full of flunking moraffes, and unhealthful, infomuch that the inhabitants in the fummer 
retire into the mountains, all the water they have being foul and corrupted in the hot 
feafon; and here, and in Chorafan, it is faid earthquakes are very common. 

4. It is obfervable, that there is no country in the world of fo large an extent as 
Perfia, where there are fo few navigable rivers; there is not fo much as one river in 
the heart of the country that wall carry a boat of any burthen; and you may travel 
feveral days' journey, without meeting with any w ater whatever, in fome parts. The 
river Oxus, indeed, which divides Perfia from Ufbeck-Tartary, is a large dream, but 
as there arc no branches of it that arife in the Perfian dominions, it is of little ufe to 
them. The rivers Kur and Aras, anciently called Cyrus and Araxcs, which rife in the 
mountains of Ararat, and run through Georgia, Shirvan and Adirbeitzan, and having 
joined their dreams, fall into the Calpian Sea, are much the mod conliderable rivers in 
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in the Perfian dominions. However, there are feveral finali rivulets which fall from 
the mountains, and are conveyed by fubterraneous channels or other wife to their prin¬ 
cipal cities. 

Water being fo fcarce in Perfia, there is no place, where they hufband it 
better, or have more ingenious contrivances, to convey it to their cities, and into 
their corn-fields and gardens. This is the care of the government, and there is a 
great officer in every province, who has the charge of the conveyance and diftribution 
of the waters. They turn all their little rivulets and fprings to thofe parts of the country 
where they are moll wanted ; they dig wells alfo of a prodigious depth and breadth, 
out of which they draw the water with oxen, in great leathern buckets, which being 
emptied into cifterns, is let out as there is occafion for the fervice of the country. They 
have alfo vail fubterraneous aqueducts, through which they convey water twenty or 
thirty leagues to the places affigned. Thefe are two fathoms high, and arched with 
brick, and at every twenty paces diftance, there are large holes like wells, which were 
made for the conveniency of carrying on the arch without working under ground too 
far, and the more eafy repairing them. 7 ^ e diftribution of the river and fpring water, 
is made one day to one quarter of the town, and another day to another, as occafion 
requires, when eveiy one opens the canal or refervatory in his gardens to receive it, 
for which every garden pays a certain fum yearly to the government, particularly about 
Ifpahan; and as it is very eafy for one to divert his neighbour's water into his own 
channel, this is a fraud that is ieverely punilhed. They give a greater rate for river 
water, than they do for fpring-water, which is not found- fo proper for the improve¬ 
ment of their grounds. 

Befides the ocean, there are two feas belonging to Perfia, one on the north, and 
he other on the fouth-weft, viz. the Cafpian Sea, and the Gulph of Boifora or Perfia, 
which have been already mentioned. The Cafpian Sea is about a hundred leagues in 
length, from north to fouth, and ninety leagues in breadth, and has near a hundred 
rivers running into it, of which the chief is the Wolga, at the mouth whereof ftands 
Aftracan; but this fea has no communication with any other, and though fo many rivers 
fall into it, there is no vifible way by which it difcharges itfelf of its waters, but they 
remain, always of the fame height, and do not either ebb or flow. The Ruffians have 
in a great meafure the foie navigation of this fea, which is very profitable to them, and 
might be made much more fo by the new trade that has been fet on foot, from Europe 
to Perfia, through Ruffia. 

The Shah Nadir was very defirous of becoming a maritime power on this fide alfo, and 
employed a gentleman of a certain country, to build him ffiips of force for this pur- 
pole, but confidering the revolutions that will probably attend his death, thefe defigns 
are like to fall to the ground. The Perfians were formerly entirely mafters of the 
gulph that feparates their country from Arabia, for which they were in a great mea¬ 
fure indebted to us, who affifted them in difpolfeffing the Portuguefe of the ifland of 
Ormus, upon which they had opened a very advantageous port, allowing us half the 
cuftoms arifing from the goods imported and exported here. But Shah Abbas the 
Great, thought that confideration too large, and therefore when he transferred the 
commerce to his new port of Gambroon, or Bander Abaffi, i. e. the port of Abbas, 
he allowed the Eatl India Company no more than one thoufand tomans, which makes 
three thoufand three hundred thirty-three pounds fix fliillings and eight-pence of our 
money, ft was in this gulph, on the coaft of the ifland of Bahcrem, that they had the 
nneli peai filhery in the world, which produced annually above fifty thoufand pounds, 
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but in the late unfettled ft ate of their empire, the Arabians have feized or rather re¬ 
covered this fifhery, and are in poffeflibn of it, at lead for the prefent. 

5. As we have now given a clear account of the rivers and Teas of this counry, we^ 
will next fpeak of the foil and its produce ; and in the firft place we muft obferve, that 
there is not a country in the world, which has more mountains and fewer rivers than* 
Perfia, and feme of their mountains are looked upon to be the higheft on the face of 
the earth* Mount Taurus, which receives different names as it branches kfelf out into 
different provinces* runs quite through the country, from weft to Gaft, The loftieft 
of thefe mountains are thofe called Arrarat in Armenia, the mountains which feparate 
Media from Hyrcania, and thofe between Hyrcania and Parthia or Erak. Thofe alfo 
which divide Ears or Perils from Carmania are exceedingly high, the mod famous of 
which is called mount Jarron, but they are generally dry barren rocks, without rrees 
or herbage upon them, except thofe of Gylan or Hyrcania* and the mountains of 
Curdeftan, which are covered with woods and very fruitful, where they are manured. 
There are vafl Tandy tiefarts, feveral days' journey over in this kingdom, where there is 
fcarce a drop of water to be found, and the land in general upon the frontiers lies un¬ 
cultivated, to difcourage their enemies from invading them ; and in fad there is not 
the leaft fubfiftence to be met with for feveral miles, whether you enter this empire 
from Turkey or India. There are however fome fruitful plains and vallies, in which 
their principal ciiies ftand, which yield plenty of grain, and herbage, and no country 
is more fruitful than the provinces which lie upon the Cafpian Sea, as has been already 
obferved. But then Hyrcania is very unhealthful in fuminer time, which fome appre¬ 
hend proceeds from the multitude of fnakes and infeds, which lie rotting upon the 
ground when the waters are dried up, as well as from the foulnefs of the water itfelf, 
which is fo thick and muddy that there is no drinking it at that feafon of the year. 

As to Perfia in general, there is not a tenth part of it cultivated, not but that there 
are many vallies which bear neither grafs nor grain at prefent, which formerly when 
greater care was taken to turn the waters into them, were fruitful countries. In fome 
provinces, there are hundreds of fine aqueduds, choaked up and buried in ruins, fo 
that it is not fo much a defed in the foil, as the want of people, or at leaft of hufband- 
men, which renders Perfia barren* The foil in fome parts is a hard gravel, and in 
others a ftiff whitifti clay, almofl as hard as ftone, but either of them are fruitful enough 
when well watered, and will bear often two crops, and fometimes three in the compafs 
of a year \ and if we give any credit to ancient authors, there was not a more plentiful 
country in the world than Perfia was formerly; the reafon of this alteration fome aferibe 
to the different difpofitions of the people, who have inhabited it* The ancient Perfians, 
the fire-worlhippers, it is faid, were obliged by the precepts of their religion to culti¬ 
vate the foil, and it was by them accounted a meritorious ad to plant a tree, to bring 
the water into a field, and make a barren fpot of earth produce grafs or grain, while 
the Mahometans ieem to have no genius for improvements, or even to keep up what 
their anceftors have built or planted, but let every thing run to ruin* however, one 
reafon of this negled may be, that the properties of the people are in no fecurity, and 
no wonder they have but little inclination to make improvements, when they have no 
certainty of reaping the advantage of them* 

6. Near great towns they improve their grounds with the dirt and dung of the ftreets, 
but at a greater diftance, they throw their fields into little level fquares, which they 
bank about, and then turn the water into them, letting it ft and in the field all night, 
which having foaked it, the water is let out next morning, and the fun Alining with aim oft 
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perpendicular rays upon the moifl earth, renders it fit for the production of any fort of 
grain or plants. Where the ground is light they plough with two or three oxen or buf¬ 
faloes ; but in Gilan and other countries, where they meet with a fliff clay, it is as much 
as eight or ten oxen can do to draw their ploughs which are very large. Rice, wheat 
and barley, are almolt the only kinds of grain growing in Perfia; oats they have none, 
and little or no rye. Their feafons are not the fame in the north as in the fouth, but 
when they are fovving in one part of the country, they are reaping in another, and in 
fame places it is not more than three months between feed-time and harveft. 

Their land never lies fallow, but it is fown once every year, at lead, it is fo melio¬ 
rated and enriched by being flowed, and the heat of the fun afterwards working on the 
mud, that it is never out of heart. As to the rice, it mult be conlkmtly fupplied with 
water till the harveft; but for other grain, the land is only flowed before the fowing, 
to render it prolific. Their kitchen gardens are well furniflied with moft of the roots 
and fallads we have in Europe; they have no lefs than twenty feveral forts of melons 
during the feafon they laft, which is about four months, the common people make them 
their conftant food, thofe which come to maturity firft in the fpring are round and 
linall, thofe that rippen in the latter part of the feafon are the bell and Jargeft, fome of 
them weigh eight or ten pounds, and are as fweet as fugar itfelf; at the tables of per- 
fons of quality rhey have them all the year round, there being a way to preferve them 
under ground till the feafon returns again, and it is faid, fome perfons will eat eight 
or ten pound of melons at a meal, without being ficlc. The belt melons grow in Cho- 
rafian near Tartary, and they are carried as far as Ilpahan for the Shah*s ufe, and as 
prefents to their friends. Cucumbers are another fruit much eaten by the common 
people, one fort of them has fcarce any feeds in it, and is eaten without paring or drefs- 
ing, and is not reckoned unwholefome. 

y. Of grapes they have feveral kinds, and fome of them are fo large, that a fingle 
grape is a mouthful. They make their wine at Ifpahan of the Kifinilhs, a little round 
grape, and without any ftone that can be perceived, but much the beft wines are made 
at Shiraz. They keep their grapes all winter, and let them hang a confiderable time 
on the vine, wrapped up in linen bags $ the air is fo dry, that it preferves all kinds of 
fruit as long as they can defire. Dates are reckoned one of the moft delicious fruits in 
this country, they are no where fo good as in Perfia, the pulp which enclofes the ftone 
is a clammy fubftance, as fweet as honey ; they are laid on heaps when they are ripe, 
and melting, candy or preferve themfelves without fugar. Foreigners are advifed to 
eat moderately of them, becaufe they heat the blood, and occafions ulcers in thofe who 
are not ufed to them, and fometimes weaken the fight, but have no ill effefts upon the 
natives; the tree which bears them is flender, but very tall, and like other palms, has 
no branches but on the top, and the fruit grows in clufters of thirty or forty pounds 
weight; the tree does not bear till it is fifteen years old, but continues bearing above a 
hundred years. There are in Perfia moft of the fruits which are to be had in Europe, 
and they would be in much greater perfection, if they knew any thing of gardening, 
but they underftand neither grafting, inoculating, or the art of managing dwarf-treesj 
all their trees run up very high, and are loaded with wood. They have excellent apri¬ 
cots of feveral kinds, which are in feafon one after the other, and their neftarines and 
peaches weigh fixteen or eighteen ounces a-picce; there is an apricot red within, 
which is called, the egg of the fun; thefe are dried and exported in vaft quantities; 
they are boiled in Water, which is thickened by the juice of the fruit, and makes a per¬ 
fect fyrup without fugar. 

Apples 
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Apples and! pears grow chiefly in the north part of Perfia, they have alfo pome¬ 
granates of feveral kinds, with oranges, quinces, and prunes, and fuch variety of 
fruits, that Sir John Chardin fays, he has feen above fifty forte at an entertainment, 
fome of which grew three hundred leagues from the place. The piftachio nuts are 
almoft peculiar to Perfia, and are tranfported all the world over; here are alio fraall nuts, 
filherds and almonds. Olives grow in Hyrcania, near the Gafpian Sea, but they neither 
know how to preferve them, nor draw oil in the bell manner from them. They have 

alfo plantations of fugar and tobacco. , . 

Among other trees in their gardens, they have the cyprefs, the palm, and the mul¬ 
berry, of the laft there are large plantations for their filk worms, which they do not 
fuffer tb grow up to be great trees, becaufe the leaves are bell when the ffioots are 
young. They root up the trees therefore when they grow old, and plant their grounds 
afrelh. But the tree which is in as greet efleem as any in Perfia, is the Senna ; the 
body of this tree is very large, and frequently forty or fifty feet high, and llraight as the 
mad of a Ihip, having no branches but on the head of it; the bark is of a bright grey, 
and the wood lerves them to make doors, rafters, and lot other ufes in builuing. 1 he 
trees that are molt common in Perfia are the plane-tree, the willow, the fir, and the 
cornel-tree; the plane-tree the Ferfians imagine is a prefervative agaiuft the plague, and 
other contagious diftempers, and obferve, that the plague has never raged in Ifpahan 
fince this tree was planted in their ftreets and gardens. The trees alfo which bear the 
gall nut is very common in many parts of Perfia, and there are trees which yield 
gum maltich, and frankincenfe; that which produces frankincenfe very much re- 
fembles a pear-tree, and abounds chiefly in Car mania. 

There are Iikewife trees which produce manna of feveral forts: the beft manna has 
a yellowilh call, a large coarfe grain, and comes from Choraflan or Ba&ria; there is 
another fort called Tameriflc* becaufe the tree it drops from is fo named, and is found 
in large quantities in the province of Sufiana; and there is a third fort gathered about 
Ifpahan, which falls from a tree much like the tamerilk, but larger ; the leaves of this 
tree drop liquid manna in fummer-time, which the natives take to be the fweat of the 
tree congealed upon the leaf in the morning; the ground under it is perfectly fat and 
greafy with it, and this has as fweet a tafte as other manna. 

The cotton-tree is c&mtnon all over Perfia, and they have another little tree, which 
yields a kind of filken down, ufed for quilting and fluffing of pillows; there is alfo a 
a plant, called hannah, that bears a feed which they beat to powder, and colour their 
hands and feet, and fometimes rub over their faces with it, apprehending it keeps their 
{kin fmooth, and preferves their complexion : they fometimes bruife the leaves of it, 
which ferves them for the fame purpofe. 

There are found in the defarts of Carmania, two little flirubs of a poifonous quality, 
the firft is called galbad famour, or the flower. that poifons the wind ; fome people 
imagining that it is this occalions thofe killing winds which blow in this province in the 
hot feafon ; the other flirub is called Herzebre, the trunk whereof is about as big as a 
man’s leg, and grows about fix feet high ; its leaves are almoft round, and it bears a 
flower like the fweet-briar. There arc fcarce any trees to be found on the mountains, 
or wild fields in Perfia ; thefe are for the mod part deftitute of all manner of verdure, 
while in their cities, and the villages for three or four leagues round them, the ftreets 
as well as gardens are fo well planted, that the houfes are hardly to be difeerned at a 
diftance; when you have travelled fome few leagues, indeed you meet not either with 
houfe, tree, or Ibrub, for many miles, but all looks like a barren defart, notwith- 
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(landing which, great part of this foil, were it watered, would be as fruitful as the 
other, and actually was fo fome ages fince, when a more induftnous generation than 
the prefen t pofTefTed the country. 

From their trees, I pafs on to their flowers, and of thefe there is a great variety to be 
found in fome provinces. The fouth part of Perfia has much the feweft ; exceffive 
heat being as deftr active to them as extreme cold ; but nothing can be more beautiful 
than the fields of Hyrcania, where are whole groves of orange-trees, jefiamins, and all 
the flowers we have in Europe. The eafi: part of this country, which is called Mazan- 
deran is one continued parterre from September to April; the whole country at that 
time is covered with flowers, and this, though it be their winter feafon, is alfo the bed 
time for fruits. In the other months the heat is fo exceffive, that the natives find them- 
felves under a necefiiry of retiring to the mountains. 

In Media the fields produce tulips, anemonies, and ranunculuses; about Ifpahan, 
and fome other towns, jonquils grow wild. They have alfo daffodils, lilies, violets, 
and pinks in their feafon, and fome flowers which laft all the year round ; but they 
have the greated quantify of iiilies and rofes; they export abundance of role-water to 
other countries; in the fpring, there is vail: plenty of yellow and red gillyflowers, 
and another red flower which re'embles a clove, of a beautiful fcarlet colour, and 
every fprig bears thirty of thefe flowers, which form a fine head as large as a tennis- 
ball. 

Their rofes are white, yellow, and red, and others white on one fide and yellow on 
the other ; but not wi t h I t an d i n g all this great variety of beautiful flowers, their gardens 
are not comparable to thofe of Europe. As flowers are fo common they are very little 
regarded; you fee them intermixed with fruit trees and rofe bufhes without any order; 
but large walks planted with trees, fountains, canals, cafcades, and pleafure houfes, at 
proper diftances, are all that muft be expected in their fmeft gardens; nor 
do the Perfians take any manner of pleafure in walking in them, any more than in 
the fields; but fet themfelves down in fome alcove or fummer-houfe as foon as they 
come into them, totally negligent of that exquifite variety that every foreigner is 
charmed with. 

8 . Perfia alfo affords great plenty of phyfical drugs, as caflia, fenna, antimony, 
nux vomica, gum armoniac, galbanum, fal armoniac, and a kind of rhubarb, with 
which they purge their cattle; but thd bell rhubarb comes from China, or rather from 
eaftern I'artary, which lies to the northward of China. The Perfian poppies are in 
great efteem from the quantity of juice they yield, and the ftrength of it; they grow 
four feet high in fome places, and have white leaves. They extratt the juice from them 
in June, ■ when they are ripe ; by making little incifions in the head of the poppy, a 
thick liquor didrlls from them, which is gathered very early in the morning before 
fun-rife. Ii is faid to have fuch an effect on the people, who are employed in this 
work, that they look as if they had been buried and taken up again, and their limbs 
tremble as if they had the palfy. The liquor which is thus drawn from the poppies 
in a little time grows thick, and is made up into pills. The Perfians give it the name 
of afioun, and we, probably from thence, call it opium. The Perfian bakers drew 
poppy-feed on their bread, which incline thofe that eat it to fleep, and the eating it is 
^not reckoned unwholefome after their meals; (he common people eat the feed at any 
time 31 mo ft for pleafure, 

Sattron grows ’plentifully in Perfia, and aflafoetida is to be had every where almod, 
which is much admired by the natives of Perfia as well as India, and frequently eaten 
with their food; that which to usis molloftenfiveof all fcents, by them is ufteemed aperfumer 
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Affafoctida is a liquor which diftills from the plant called hiltot; It thickens after it is 
drawn, and grows as hard as gum ; there is the white and black kinds of it, of which 
the white is reckoned the beft to eat. The fmell of this drug is fo very ftrong, that if 
any goods be near it in a fhip, the fmell is communicated to them, let them be wrapped 
up every fo clofe, and it is almoft inipoffible to clear them of it; nay, it affe&s the colour, 
and therefore Sir John Chardin tells us, the vefl'els ufed in tranfporting it are frequently 
broke up and burned, to prevent other goods from being fpoiled by being carried in 
them, from which no package can fave them. 

The Perfian bezoar is efteemed preferable to that of India, which having already 
described, we fliall not dwell upon it here. It is fufficient to obferve, that the reafons 
it is not fo much efteemed in Europe as it was formerly, are thefe; in the fir ft place, 
it is frequently fophifticated, notwithftanding that feveral methods are in ufe for de¬ 
tecting thel'e frauds, of which I fhall mention a few. The genuine bezoar, at leaft 
that which comes from Perfia, has a very fine fmell refembling that of ambergris 
but not near fo ftrong; if thrown into hot water, and left there for three or four hours it, 
Iofes nothing either of its colour or weight; if pricked with a hot iron, no fmoke arifes; 
if rubbed upon a leaf of Dutch vellum, it leaves a yellow impreffion; if broke or cut, 
it appears to be cornpofed of feveral coats unequally difpofed, in the fame manner as 
appears in cutting an onion. Another reafon why it has loft its credit, is the humour 
people have of embracing the contrary extreme to that of their anceftors ; heretofore 
bezoar was fold very dear, and was held to have many and great virtues, and now it is 
fashionable to affirm that it has little or no virtue at all; which though it has driven it 
out of ufe, has not much beat down its price, becaufe in the eaft, and even in other 
parts of Europe, it is ftill in efteem. 

A third reafon is, our giving it in too fmall dofes, fo that its- virtues are not dif- 
cernible. A famous Perfian phyfician had a great fecret for curing lunacy, which he 
fold to a French gentleman for a large fum of money, and this fecret confifted in giving 
equal quantities of bezoar, mufk, and camphire, as I found in a French manufeript of 
receipts, in which it is faid, that very Angular cures were performed by it; but the 
quantities of thefe drugs in a dofe were not mentioned. 

In the province of Chorafan they frequently find human bodies preferved in the fand, 
the flefh of which they fell under the name of mummy, for medicinal ufes ; and there 
are alfo fuch bodies found in a cavern not far from the borough of Abin, in the province 
of Farfiftan. It is however necefiary to inform the reader, that in the Perfian and 
and' 1 urkifli languages, the word mourn, from whence we have formed mummy, 
fignifies literally a foft clammy fubftance, of the confiftcncy of balfam, which explains 
fufficiemly what is meant by mineral mummy, which is a kind of natural balfam 
diftilling through the rock of a large cavern in the province of Lar, efteemed fo pre¬ 
cious, that the Shah keeps it entirely for his own ufe, the doors of this cave being 
iealed by the governor of Lar, who opens it only once a year, to take out the balm 
the quantity of which feldom exceeds ten ounces. A multitude of virtues are aferibed 
to it, particularly in the cure of fractures, in which it is faid to perform wonders; but 
it may very well be doubted, whether any of this was ever brought into Europe. 

9 * .Vo will now proceed to Ipeak of the animals that are found in Perfia, and in re¬ 
ference to thefe, the camel, fora beaft of burthen, much excels all the reft, whether 
we confider the weight he carries, the difpatch he makes, or the little charge of keep¬ 
ing him. Of thefe camels there are feveral kinds ; fome have tw'o bunches upon their 
backs, and others but one, and there is a third fort ingendered between a dromedary 
01 camel, with two bunches, and a female with one, which are efteemed much the beft, 
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and fold for twenty or thirty pounds a-pieee, for they are feldom tired, and will carry 
nine hundred or a thoufand weight. Thofe which travel between the Perfian Gulph 
and Ifpahan are of a much lefs fize, and do not carry above five or fix hundred weight; 
but thefe, notwithftanding, are almoft as ferviceable as the other, for they are much 
fwifter, and will gallop like a horfe, whereas the others feldom go farter than a foot 
pace. Thefe fwift camels are kept by the Shah and great men, and ferve to tranfport 
their women from place to place, and carry their baggage ; they are ufually adorned 
with embroidered cloths, and filver bells about their necks ; a firing of fix or feven of 
them are tied together when they travel, and governed by one man ; they ufe neither 
bridles nor halter to hold them, or whips to drive them, but they are dircfted by the 
driver’s voice, who fings or plays to them as they travel; good ufage only moves them, 
for they are naturally fo obftinate, it is in vain to beat them if they tire. 

When they are to take up their burthen, the driver touches their knees, whereupon 
they lie down on their bellies till they are loaded, groaning however, and giving figns 
of uneafinefs, under a fenfe of the fatigue they are about to undergo; they let them 
graze by the road-fide, with their burthens on their backs, on weeds and thirties, and 
fometimes they feed them with balls made up of barley meal and chaff, into a pafte, 
with which they often mix the cotton feed ; but the catnel is the leafi feeder of any 
heart, confidering his bulk. It is very happy alfo that they can live without water two or 
three days together, there being fcarce any to be met with in thofe defarts the caravans 
are forced to crofs. They fhed all their hair every fpring, and are perfeftly naked. 
Of the camel’s hair, abundance of fine Huffs are made, as we fliall (hew in fpeaking of 
manufactures; thefe creatures are very tame and tradable, except when the luftful fit 
ts upon them, which lafts thirty or forty days, and then they are very unruly, which 
makes their drivers increafe their burthens at that time, to keep them under. When 
once the male has covered the female, he grows fluggifh, and does not care for ftir- 
ring out of the liable: they go with young eleven months, and fome fay twelve. 

Oxen, buffaloes, affes and mules, are alfo ufed indifferently for carrying of partem- 
gers, or burthens, and their land being plowed by buffaloes and oxen, thefe hearts are 
very feldom killed for food, though fome Perfian governors, in the fouth of Perfia, 
have extorted confiderable films out of the Indian Banians, who refille thereabouts, 
under pretence they would order them to be butchered, if the Banians did not redeem, 
their lives by a confiderable prefent. The affes of Perfia are much larger and fwifter 
than ours, and will perform a journey very well. 

But the finefi hearts are their horfes, thefe are beautiful creatures, and no where 
better managed than in Perfia.. Ihey have fine forehands, and are exactly well pro¬ 
portioned, light and fprighily, but only fit for the Caddie, or at leaft, not ufed for any 
other pur pole; they are never gelt, and wear their tails at their full length ; but 
though they are lovely creatures to look on, they are neither fo fwift as the Arabian, 
nor fo hardy as the Tartar horfes, and the Shah therefore has always a ftable of the 
Arabian breed. Horfes are very dear in Perfia, fome of them being fold for two or 
three hundred pounds, and feldom any that are good for lefs than fifty. It is not fo 
much the fcarcity of them, as the felling fuch numbers to India and Turkey, which 
enhances the price. 

I hey have mules alfo that cany very well, and are vahied, fome of them at thirty or 
forty pounds a-piece, and fome affes at not much lefs, after they have been taught to 
pace. r Ihe ordinary food for horfes is barley and chopt ftraw; they have no mangers 
m their ftables, but give their horfes their com in bags. In the fpring they cut 
green giais foi their horfes, but never make any into hay to be eaten dry ; fometimes 


A DESCRIPTION OF PERSIA* 


184 

they feed their horfes with balls made of barky-meal, as in India ; inftead of litter their 
own dung is dried, and beaten to powder, and laid a foot deep lor them to lie on ; 
and if any of it be wetted, it is dried in the fun the next day. Their horfes 1 hoofs are 
much founder and harder than ours, and they are fliod with thin plates, as the oxen 
are, on account of their travelling over the ftony mountains. They daub their horfes 
legs in winter with a yellow herb, called Hannah, and foretimes anoint their bodies 
with it as high as their breaft, to keep out the cold as it is faid ; but it feeins to be 
rather by way of ornament, for in feme places it is done all the year round. 

The Shah has large /tables of horfes difperfed throughout the kingdom, almoft in 
every city, for the public fervice. A horfe is feldom denied to any man that demands 
one, if he will keep him, but then fuch perfons are accountable to the governmentlor them, 
when they fliall be called out into the field 5 but they have the liberty of riding them 
in the mean time. Thefe troopers’ horfes are fomedmes quartered upon people, who 
would gladly be excufed from the trouble and charge of keeping them, and if any 
horfe dies in their hands, oath muft be made, that it did not die for want of corn, 
or looking after. Their horfes are fubjedl to many diftempers, fomeumes their legs 
fwell, and a humour rifes on their breaft, which proceeds from eating too much barley; 
and in this cafe, they clap a hot iron to the fwelling, or lance it, and keep the fore 
open, by running a willow twig through it, but a hot iron applied to the part is the 
moll general remedy for lame or diftem pored horfes. 

Of ibeep and goats there are great plenty in Perfia ; the natives feldom eat any other 
meat, their flieep are large and remarkable for their fat tails, which weigh eight or 
ten pounds, and fome it is faid are above twenty pounds in weight; they are remarkable 
alfo in fome parts of Perfia for having more horns than ours. Some have fix or feven 
horns ftanding ftraight out of their forehead, fo that when their rams engage, there is 
ufually a great deal of blood fpilled in the battle. The Pcrfian goats are not only 
valuable for their fle/li, but the fine wool they yield, of which great quantities are an¬ 
nually exported, more efpecially from Carmania. Hogs there are fcarce £0 be met 
with, for as the Mahometans, who are the governing part of the country, abhor this 
animal, their Chriftian fubjefts do not endeavour to increafe the breed, unlefs towards 
Georgia and Armenia, where the Chriftians are numerous. 

Wild hearts there are not many, either in the middle or the fouthern part of Perfia. 
Deer they have fome, and antelopes, which are much of the fame nature, except that 
they are /potted, and have finer limbs. In Gikn and Curdiitan, the woody parts of 
the country, wild hearts abound, fuch as lions, tygers, leopards, wild hogs, jackals, 
&c. And in Media and Armenia, there are abundance of deers, wild goats, hares, and 
rabbits, and there are fome found on the mountains almoft all over the country, but 
not many. 

Infeds they are not much troubled with in the heart of Perfia, which is very dry, 
unlefs it be with fwarms of locufls, which vifit them fometimes in fuch numbers, that 
they look like a cloud, and perfectly obfeure the fun, and wherever they light deftroy 
the fruits of the earth ; but there are certain birds which generally vifit the country 
about the fame time, and eat up the locufts, and fo prevent the ruin of the hufbandmen. 
That part of of the country which lies upon the Cafpian or Hyrcanian Sea, is full of 
ferpents, toads, fcorpions, and other venomous infers, which in fummer-time die, 
many of them for want of water, and infeft the air, rendering that part of the country 
very unhealthy at that feafon. 

Scorpions particularly there are of an immoderate fize, and there fting is mortal, if 
proper remedies be not immediately applied, and at belt a perfon ftung by one of them, 
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is in fuch torture, that he becomes raving mad for fome time. Mufquitoes or gnats are 
very troublefome in the flat country, near the Cafpian Sea ; and there is a white fly no 
bigger than a flea in Perfia, which makes no noife, but its (ting is like the prick of a pin. 
Here is alfo the millepedes, almoft; like a caterpillar, and whofe bite is as pernicious 
as the fling of a fcorpion ; the Perfians call them hezarpai. or a thoufand feet. 

xo. There are the fame forts of tame and wild fowl in Per fra as in Europe; as 
geefe, hens, ducks, partridges, fnipes, &c.; but more of them in the north than in the 
lbuth part of the country. Turkies have been carried to Upahan, but they do not 
thrive. The breed of pigeons they take all imaginable care to increafe and propagate, 
on account of their dung, with which they raife their melons. Their dove-houfcs arc 
five times as large as ours, of a round figure, and handfomely built of brick; of thefe, 
it is faid, there are not lefs than three thoufand in the city of Ifpahan only. 1 he dung 
is always fold for four-pence the bifty, or twelve pounds weight, and the government, 
it ieems, lay a final 1 tax upon it. Their partridges are reckoned the largefl and belt 
tailed that are to be met with. 

The pelican, which the Perfians call tacob, or the water-drawer, is as remarkable as 
any of their fowls, for the body of it is faid to be as large as a fheep, its head at the 
fame time wonderous final!, but a large bill of fixteen or eighteen inches long, as big as 
a man’s arm, and under the bill there is a large bag, travellers tell us, which will hold 
a pail of water ; they build their nefts m the defarts, where there is no water, and con¬ 
sequently no inhabitants, for their fecurity, and frequently go two days’ journey for water 
for their young ones; but then they bring enough in the receptacle above mentioned to 
lall for fome time, if we may give entire credit to thefe accounts. 

There is another extraordinary bird mentioned by travellers, in the province of 
Chora fan, which has fuch an appetite towards the water of a certain fpring in that 
country, and fuch fagacity in difcovering it, that they will follow any perfon that carries 
it in a bottle feveral hundreds of miles. As to eagles, hawks, falcons, and other birds 
of prey, there is no country where they have more, or where they are better inftru fled, 
than in Perfia. The Shah has eight hundred or a thoufand of them, and there is no 
man of any figure without his hawks and his falconers; and their hawks ax - e taught not 
only to fly at birds but at hares, deei*, and all manner of wild beafts, and by fixing 
themfelvcs on the head of the animal, and beating him with their wings, he is fo terri¬ 
fied and diftrafted, that the dogs and huntfmen which follow have very little difficulty 
in taking him ; and the Perfians, it is faid, breed up the very crows to fly at game. 

There are the fame kinds of finging birds in Perfia as with us, fuch as the linnet, the 
chaffinch, the nightingale, the lark, &c.; and fome birds there are which are taught 
to fpeak, but no parrots or parroqucts on this fide India. However, there are feveral 
party-coloured birds to be feen in Perfia, with a plumage of blue, green, and yellow, 
beautifully mixed. Of fpaiTows there are fuch numbers, that they are very troublefome 
to the hufbandmen, who are forced to place their fervants in the fields all day long 
when the harveft approaches, to keep them from their corn. 

In the heart of Perfia there are fcarce any fifh to be met with, the few rivulets they 
have hardly fupplying the country with water for ncceflary ufes, and in the fummex\, 
rime they are almoll all dried up; even the river Zenderhood, to which the government, 
at a prodigious expence, have joined other ftreams for the’fupply of the city of Ifpahan, 
is perfectly loft in the fandy defarts about twenty leagues from thence; and it may he 
doubted whether there be one ftream which rifes in the middle of the kingdom that 
ever reaches the fea in the furnmer; though in the fpring, when the fnow melts on 
the mountains, ihey make a confiderable figure. In the Cafpian Sea and the Perfian 
Culph there are great plenty of fea-fifh of all kinds alinoft, and the rivers Kur and 
von. ix. e b Arras', 
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Arras, which fall into the Cafpian, have plenty of river-fifti, but they lie at two great a 
diftance from Ifpahan to fupply that city ; fo that fifli is very rarely eaten there. 

11. We are to fpeak next of the metals and minerals in this country j and to proceed 
methodically, we ought to begin with thofe of gold and filver, if any were now wrought in 
Perfia, but there are not; for, notwiihftanding what old writers relate of the rich 
mines’in Baftriana, and that almoft all the Perfian authors agree, that there are mines 
of this metal in Chorafan, yet from the neighbourhood of the Tartars they have been 
} onfr negte&ed ; and it is the fame with refpeft to the filver mines in other places, 
though from the accounts lately given by Tavernier, one would Mpeft that the Perfians 
arebut indifferently Hulled in the art of mining, and that of refining of metals; they have, 
however, good mines of iron. Heel, copper, and lead. The iron and fteel mines are in 
Hircania, Media, and the provinces of Erak and Chorafan ; their Heel is fo full of fuh 
phur, that if the filings are thrown into the fire, they will give a report like gunpowder; 
it has a fine grain, but is as brittle as glafs, and the Perfian artificers, who do not un- 
derftand how to give it a due temper, cannot for that reafon make wheels or fprings, or 
any minute pieces of workmanlhip. Their copper mines are mofi of them near Seris, 
in the mountains of Mazanderan ; they mix it with Swedifli and Japan copper, and the 
proportion is one part foreign to twenty of their own metal. 

The lead mines are, moft of them, near the city of Yefd, and in thefe are found the 
greateft quantity of filver. Sulphur and l'altpetre arc dug in the mountain Datnaverd, 
which divides Hircania from the province of Erak. Antimony is found in Carmania, 
but it is a baftard fort. Emery is had near Kiris ; vitriol and mercury they have none, 
and their tin is imported frotn abroad. There are two kinds of fait in Perfia, the one 
upon the furface of the ground, the other dug out of the rock : there are plains of ten 
or twelve leagues over quite covered with fait, as others are with fulphur and alum. 
The fait is fo hard in fome parts of Carmania, that the poor people make ufe of it inftead 
of ftone to build their cottages. 

Their marble is either white, black, or red, and fome veined with white and red ; 
it is dug near Hamadan, and in Chufiftan fome of it will break into large flakes or 
tables like flate, but the belt comes from Tauris, which is almoft as tranfparent as cryftal. 
This kind is white, mixed with green. In the country about Tauris alfo is found the 
mineral azure, but this is not fo good as that which comes from Tartary, lofing its 
colour by degrees. In the provinces of Ears and Shirvan there is found abundance of 
bole armoniac, and fo rich and fat a marl, that the country people ufe it inftead of 
foap. There are fome mines of ifinglafs in the lame country. In feveral parts of Perfia 
we meet with naptha, both white and black; it is ufed in painting and vamifh, and 
fometimes in phyfic, and there is an oil ext rafted from it which is applied to feveral 
ufes. The moft famous fprings of Naptha are in the neighbourhood of the town of 
Baku, which fumifli vaft quantities; and there are alfo upwards of thirty fprings 
about Shamafchy, both in the province of Shirwan. The Perfians ufe it as oil for 
their lamps, and in making fire-works, of which they are extremely fond, and in which 
they are great proficients. 

But the moft valuable produft of the Perfian mines is the turquoife, concerning which 
there have been fo many miftakes made, that notwiihftanding we find ourfelves preffed 
for room, we cannot avoid treating fomewhat largely upon this fubjeft. In the firft 
place, ft is afferted that it derives its name from Turkey, which is true enough when 
rightly underftood, but abfolutely falfe according to the common acceptation ; for there 
neither is or never was any of thefe (tones found in the dominions of the Turks, but 
in the country of Turcomania, which was indeed the feat of that nation, though for any 
thing I know, this has never been obferved by the writers upon this fubjeft. Thefe 
ftoces are diftinguilhed into oriental and pccidental. The oriental turquoifes come from 
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Perfia, and from Perfia only; and thefe are diftinguiftied into thofe of t he old and 
thofe of the new rock; the former are taken out of the mines of Nicapour and Caraffbn, 
and, as Sir John Chardin juftly obferves, differ greatly from other Rones that bear the 
fame name. They are hard, firm, of a beautiful blue, inclining a little to a green, take 
a fine polifli, and are never obferved to lofe their colour- The Shah endeavours to 
preferve thefe entirely for himfelf; and though after chuffing the largeft and the fineft, 
he permits the fmaller turquoifes to b'e fold, yet foreign merchants are not contented 
with that manner of dealing, but have ft ruck out a better. The officers belonging to 
the mines, and their fervants, frequently deceive the Shah, and inftead of fending him 
the fineft and largeft, vend thofe for their own profit, but always to Europeans, that 
they may be lefs liable to difeovery; and by this means very fine turquoifes find their 
way into thefe parts of the world. The new rock is at five miles diftant from the old, 
and the Rones are fofter, lefs firm, veiny, of a green, inclining to blue, and are apt in 
procefs of time, to lofe their colour. The occidental turquoifes are found in Bohemia, 
France, and other countries, but they are not valued, and have generally the fame faults 
with thofe taken from the new rock. 

Dr* Cromwell Mortimer, in the laft tranfa&ions of the Royal Society, for the months 
of January and February 1747, has given us a much better account or thefe {tones than 
X ever met with before ; and diftinguifhes them very juftly into true and falfe turquoifes; 
the former, he fays, is a true mineral fubftance, impregnated with copper ore, which is 
highly probable, for there is no country in the world that has more copper mines than 
Perfia ; the latter is an ivory or boney fubftance, tin&ured alfo with fome metallic 
juice, and probably that of copper, which is a difeovery worthy of notice, as it frees 
this fubje£t from abundance of difficulties, under which it has hitherto laboured, 

12. After having taken a view of the country, and of its produce, we will fpeak 
next of the habitations erodted upon it, and this will naturally lead us to the principal 
cities that yet remain to be deferibed ; but without taking a previous view of what with 
them paffes for magnificent buildings, fuch deferiptfons would be in a manner unintel¬ 
ligible* The houfes of perfons of quality here are generally built in the middle of a fine 
garden, and make little or no appearance to the ftreet, for there you fee nothing but a 
dead wall, with a great gate in the middle of the wall, and perhaps a ikreen or wall 
within the gate, to prevent people looking in ; fo fond are they of privacy and retirement. 
Another thing that the Perfians differ from us in is, that they feldom have more than 
one floor, which is laid out in this manner; in the front of the houfe (lands a little 
piazza, or cloifter, open before, where they fit and tranfael their ordinary affairs; beyond 
this is a large hall, eighteen or twenty feet high, which is ufed at great entertainments, 
or on any foieirm occafions : on the farther fide of the houfe is another piazza, with a 
bafou or fountain of water before it, beyond which runs a walk of fine trees, as there 
does alfo from the ftreet to the houfe: at each corner of the hall is a parlour or lodging 
room (for it ferves for both purpofes) ; between thofe parlours on the lides, there are 
doors out of a hall into an open iquare fpace, as large as the rooms at the corners ; 
there are alfo feveral doors out of the hali into the piazza, before and behind the houfe; fo 
that in the hot feafon they can fet open nine or ten doors at once in the great hall, and 
ii there be any air fttrring, they will have the benefit of it- 

In fome palaces there is a handfome bafon, and a fountain playing in the middle of 
the hall, which contributes ftill more fo the coolnefs of the place. The walls of their 
houfes are built fumeUmes of burnt bricks, but more commonly of bricks dried in the 
iun. lbe walls are of conffiderable thicknefs, and the roof of the great hall is arched, 
and five or fix feet higher than the other rooms about it. The roofs of the buildings on 
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every fide of the hall are flat, and there is a pair of flairs up to the top, where the Per¬ 
sians walk in the cool of the day, and fometimes carry up a mattrefs, and lie there all 
night, there being balufters all round the top of the building. As for the kitchens and 
other offices, they are at a diftance on the right or left, and it is obfervable, that all 
their rooms, except the hall, fland feparate, and there is no paflage out of one into 
another, but only from the hall j chimneys there are fome, but ufually, inftead of a 
chimney, there Is a round hole, about four or five feet broad, and a foot and a half 
deep, in the middle of the room, in which a charcoal fire is made, and the place covered 
with a thick board or table, about a foot high, fo dole that no fmoke can get out, and 
over that table is thrown a large carper, under which they put their legs in cold 
weather, and fit round, there being a paffiige for the finoke by pipes laid under the 
floor. The doors of their houfes are narrow, and feldom turn upon hinges as ours do, 
but there is a round piece left at the top and bottom of the door which is let into the 
frame above'and below, on which they turn, and the very locks and bolts are frequently 
made of wood. 

As to their furniture, it confifts only in carpets fpread on the floor, with culhions 
and pillows to lean on, and at night there is a mattrefs brought to fleep on, and a quilt 
or two to cover them, but very feldom any flieets are ufed. As to their fervants, they 
■fie about in any paflage upon mats, and take up very little room. The floors of the 
rooms are either paved or made of a hard cement, on which they lay a coarfe cloth, 
and ever that a carpet: the fides of fome of their rooms are lined with fine tiles about 
a yard high, and the reft of them well painted, or hung with pictures. 

13. Ifpahan, or as it is pronounced, Spahawn, is fituaced in thirty-two degrees forty 
minutes north latitude, and in the fiftieth degree of longitude, reckoning from the meri¬ 
dian of London. It ftands in a fine plain, almoft fur rounded with mountains, which lie 
about two or three leagues from it, and the form is pretty near oval. The river Zen- 
derhood runs by it at about a mile diftance, but there are feverat channels and pipes 
above the town, which convey the water from it into canals and bafons, for the fervice 
of the court and city. The town is without walls, and about ten or twelve miles in cir¬ 
cumference. Thofe who extend it ten leagues take in the town of Julpha, and feveral 
others. There were formerly twelve gates to the town, but four of them are now 
clofed up, the others are always open; as for the walls, which fome travellers mention, 
it is probable there was a mud wall formerly, but there is no part of the wall vifible at 
prefent. There is an old caftle, it is true, without artillery, which runs to ruin, but 
is no more tenable than the town. 

The ftreets of Ifpahan are for the moft part narrow and crooked, and either exceeding 
dirty or dufty, for fcarce any of them are paved, and though there are no coaches or 
carts, yet all people of fafliion riding through them with great trains of fervants, renders 
the paifage not very pleafant. There are, however, fome very fine fquares in the town, 
particularly the royal fquare or meidan, into which there opens two of the palace gates. 
On the fides of this fquare, which is one-third of a mile in length, and more than half 
as much in breadth, are buildings with fhops on both fides, where every particular trade 
has a quarter afligned, aid there is a fecond ftory where the mechanics have their 
working-fhops. There feems to be little difference between thefe exchanges and ours, 
but that thofe of Ifpahan have no windows, but great openings at proper diftances to 
let in the fight, and people ride through them as they do along the ftreets. 

In the middle of the fquare there is a market for horfes and cattle, and all manner of 
goods and provifions are expofed to fale, though the great Shah Abbas, who built the 
fquare, defigned it for manly excrcifes, and particularly thofe of horfemanlhip, and 
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handling the bow and lance, at which no people are more dextrous than the Perfians* 
On that fide of the fquare next the palace there is a fine row of trees planted, and a hand- 
fome bafon of water, and fome great brafs guns, which were taken from the Portuguefe 
at Groins, ferve to make a (how* 

There Hands a great mofque at the fouth end of the fquare, and another mofque on 
the eafL fide over againft the great gate of the palace ; feveral ftreets in Ifpahan are 
covered and arched over, which makes them pretty dark and this feerns to be peculiar 
to the Perfian towns* Another thing they feem to be particular in is, that their houfes 
and (hops are never in the fame places, and it is a common thing fora tradefman to go 
half a mile in the morning to the bazar, or market-place, where his (hop is, and in the 
night-time they lock up their valuable goods in cherts and counters, and the reft they 
leave packed up, fometimes in the open fquare, and it is very rare anything is loft; fo 
careful are the watch appointed to guard their market-places, or fo very little given to 
thieving are the people in this part of the world, and no doubt the fpeedy and exemplary 
punilhments inflicted upon pilferers is one great means to deter them from it* 

As to foreign merchants, they lodge their goods in the public caravanferais about the 
city, which ferve them alfo inftead of inns for lodging and diet ; but there is this differ¬ 
ence between an inn and a caravanferai, that every perfon finds his own bedding and 
cookery in the caravaalerai, whereas in our inns we have not that trouble- There are 
two things, however, that render a caravanferai preferable to an inn; one is, that a 
perfon is not fubjeft to the extortions of an innkeeper, but buys his provisions at the belt 
hand ; and the other, that let the merchant take up ever fo many rooms, he (hall not 
be difturbed in them, and pays but a trifle for his warehoufe or lodgings ; and upon the 
road he pays nothing. There are not, it feems, lefs than fifteen hundred of thefe 
public caravanferais in Ifpahan, which have been erefted by charitable people for the 
tile of flrangers ; moft of them are built after one model, and differ only in the dimen- 
lions* There is a handfome portal at the entrance, on each fide of which are (hops, 
from whence you enter into a fquare, about which there is a cloifter or piazza, and within 
are lodging-rooms and warehoufes for goods : there is alfo ftabfing and conveniences 
for horfes and other hearts on the outfide, or they may be brought into the fquare and 
fattened there, as is frequently done upon the road, more efpecially where there is 
danger of robbers. 

As to taverns, there are none at Ifpahan, their religion prohibiting wine. However, 
fome of the Perfians will drink pretty plentifully in private. There are very handfome 
coflee-houfes in the principal parts of the town, where people meet and talk politics, 
though they have no printed papers in them, and there we meet with fome amulements 
peculiar to the country, as the harangues of their poets, hiftorians, and priefts, who 
hold forth and get a crowd about them ; and it feems they expeft a final! prefent from 
their audience for their amulements and inftmftions. 

14, The buildings of the palace, with the gardens belonging to it, take up above a 
league in compafs* The two gates which come up to the royal meidan or fquare, are, 
one of them called alicapi, and the other, doulet cuna; over one of them is a gallery 
where the Shah ufed to fit and fee martial exercifes performed on horfeback. No part 
of the palace where the court refides comes up to the royal fquare; but having entered 
the principal gate, there is a hall or court on the left hand, where the vizier and other 
judges adminifter juftlce on certain days ; and on the right are rooms where offenders 
are allowed to take ian&uary. From hence to the hall, where the Shah ufually gives 
audience, is a handfome walk: it is a long room, well painted and gilded, and Cup- 
ported by forty pillars; it is divided into three parts, one a ftep higher than the other, 
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on which the great officers ftand according to their rank. As to hereditary nobility, 
there is no fuch thing in Perfm. On the third afcent is the royal throne, raifed about 
a foot and a half above the floor, and about eight feet fquare, on which is fpread a rich 
carpet; here the Shah fits on it crofs-legged upon foiemn occafions, having a brocade 
cufhion under him, and another at his back. 

As to the reft of the apartments of the palace, and particularly the haram, or women's 
apartment, neither foreigners or natives can give an exaft defcription of them, none 
being permitted to enter but the eunuchs; but in general we are told, that they confift 
in feparate pjeafure-houfes difperfed about the gardens, much of the fame form with 
the houfes fir ft defcribed, and that their great beauty confifts in the fine walks, fountains, 
and cafcades about them. Beyond the gardens the Shah has a large park, walled in, 
where the ladies hunt, and take their pleafure with the Prince. In this city are above 
one hundred and fifty mofques or temples, covered with domes or cupolas, which ap¬ 
pearing through the trees that are planted almoft over the town, in the ftreets and 
gardens, afford a noble profpecl: ; but the common buildings are fo low, that they are 
hardly difcerned by one who takes a view of the town on the outfide. 

All Chriftians being prohibited to enter their mofques, or even to come within their 
courts, under fevere penalties, it is not eafy to meet with a particular defcription of them. 
There is a gate which leads to the great mofquc covered with filver plates. Through 
this tower you proceed to a court with a piazza or cloifter on each fide, where the priefts 
lodge who belong to the mofque. Oppofite to the great gate are three large doors which 
open into it. The five ifles the mofque is com poled of are beautified with gold and 
azure. In the middle is the cupola, fupported by four great fquare pillars; the ifles on 
the fides are lower than that in the middle, and borne upon thick columns of free-ftone ; 
two great windows towards the top of the middle ifle give light to the whole mofque ; 
on the left hand towards the middle Hands a kind of pulpit, with ftone fteps to go up 
to it ; the bricks and tiles on the outfide of the building are painted with various colours, 
after the manner of Perfia, and the floor of the mofque is covered with carpets, all 
people putting off their flioes as they enter it; there are no feats or pews as in the 
Chriftian temples, or any kind of imagery or pictures. The outfide is ftone, and the 
walls lined fifteen feet high with white polifhed marble; and in the- middle of the fquare, 
before the mofque, is a large bafon, where they wafh themfelves before they enter the 
temple. The mofques have, moft of them, cupolas, with fteeples or towers, whither the 
mollas go up tofu mmon the people to their devotions, according to the Mahometan 
mode, making no ufe of bells. 

15. The numerous hummums, or bagnios, in this city is another fubjeft of travellers* 
admiration; fome of theie are fquare buildings, but moft of them globular. The 
ftone of which they are built is ulually white and well polifhed ; the tops are covered 
with tiles painted blue; the infides are divided into many cells or chambers, fome for 
pleafure and others for fweating, and the floors are laid with black and white marble. 
'J he Perfians bathe almoft every day, looking upon it to be extremely conducive to 
health, an efte&ual remedy for cold or aches, and many other diftempers. But what 
is admired as much by foreigners as any thing about Ifpahan, is the charbag, being a 
walk above a hundred yards wide, and extending a mile in length, from the city to the 
river Zenderhood; on each fide are planted double rows of trees, and in the middle 
runs a canal, not continued upon a level, but at every furlong’s diftance the water falls 
into a large bafon and forms a caicade, and the fides both of the canal and bafons are 
lined with hewnflone, broad enough for feveral men to walk abreaft upon them. On 
each fide of this walk are the royal gardens, and thofe of the great men, with pleafure- 
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houfes, at fmall diftances, and altogether form as agreeable a profpedt as can be 
imagined. 

At the end of this walk is a bridge over the river Zenderhood, which leads to the 
town of Julpha; there are alfo two other bridges, one on the right and the other to the 
left, by which the neigbouring villages have a communication with the city, and which 
moft of our travellers are pleafed to call its fuburbs, though they are tllftam a mile from 
Ifpahan, and on the other fide the river. Thefe bridges are taken notice of for the 
oddnefs of the architecture, for it feems on each fide, both above and below, are 
arched paflages, through which people ride and walk from one end of the bridge to 
the other, as in the covered flreets of the city ; and at little difhnces there are openings 
to admit the light. The arches of thefe bridges are not very high, there being no vef- 
fels to pafs under them, for this river is not navigable any more than the reft of the 
Perfian ftreams. It is true, in the fpring, on the melting of the fnows on the mountains, 
it makes a pretty good appearance, but at the latter end of the fummer the channel is 
exceeding narrow and fhailow, infoniuch that there is not water enough for the gardens 
which belong to the city j to fupply the want whereof they have abundance of wells 
about Ifpahan, of very good water for ail domeflie ufes* 

16, The town, or rather the borough, of Julpha, Hands on the fouth fide of the river 
Zenderhood ; and though there are many who look upon it as a fuburb of Ifpahan, yet 
it certainly deferves to be ccnfidered by itfelf, as being a very large and a very con- 
fiderable town, the buildings of which are more regular, and to the full as magnificent 
as thofe of Ifpahan. It is generally reckoned two miles in length, and about a mile ia 
breadth, and is, beyond compavifon, taking all circumftances together, the fineft place in 
Ferfia; for, with refpedt to houfes, trade, manufactures and induftry, there is nothing 
comes near it; and as to beautiful walks of trees, cooling fiiades, delightful fountains, 
pleafani gardens, and magnificent fummer^houfes, they are every where ro be met with. 
The principal inhabitants are the Armenians, and befides thefe there are Georgians* 
GircaJIians* Mingrelians, and other Chriflians, but no Mahometans who dwell in it. 
The foundation of this place and the rife of the Armenians* who are now as confider- 
abie merchants as any in the world, are events that deferve our notice. 

It was the famous Shah Abbas who fir ft took notice of the candour, affability, dili* 
gence, penetration, and integrity of the Armenians, in the management of their little 
concerns in their native country, where they were liable to the incurfions of the Per* 
(Ians and the Turks. He was not only an ambitious and powerful but a very wife and 
prudent prince ; he was defirods of introducing trade into his dominions, where, till 
his reign, it was hardly known ; and no lefs delirous of infpirmg his fubjedts with the 
fame views, who were little acquainted therewith. In order to accomplifh thefe great and 
laudable defigns, he thought it proper to eftablifh a ftaple commodity, by way of 
foundation, and for that purpofe fixed upon filk, Pie then tranfported twenty or 
thirty Armenians into the province of Gilan, where they acquitted themfeives fo well, 
that in a very fhort fpace of time vaft quantities of filk were made there. Encouraged 
by this happy beginning, he demolifhed the town of Old Juipha in Armenia, as has 
been (hewn in the former fedtion, and tranfported the inhabitants into the neighbour¬ 
hood of Ifpahan, where, by his royal munificence, and under his powerful protection, 
they built the place of which we are now fpeaking* and by his direction undertook to 
difiribute all the filk that was not wrought up by Perfian manufafturers, through Afia 
and Europe, a reaionable price being firft fixed, which at their return they were obliged 
to pay, all the profit being left to themfeives ; when it was neceffary, the Shah ad^ 
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vanced them money for carrying on their commerce, but by degrees, and as they grew 
wealthy, the government no longer took any lhare in their trade. 

In this manner, from the right notions of one man, and from his juft views for the 
benefit of his fubjeefs, arofe all the trade of the Armenians, who are now become a 
nation of merchants, and carry on the molt extenfive dealings of any people in the 
world ; for befides their eftablilhments here, and in all the great cities of Perfia, they 
fpread over the whole Eaft, carry on a prodigious trade in lluffia, and have factors of 
their own nation in molt of the great trading cities in Europe. In fhort, they are be¬ 
come as noted in this refpett as the Jews ; but what redounds eternally to their reputa¬ 
tion, their application to trade, and their dealings as brokers has not in the lealt leffened 
their character for candour or probity; they are diligent, affable and difereet, but con¬ 
tent with a moderate profit ; ferve thofe that employ them faithfully ; are grateful to 
their benefactors; love each other as brethren, and are extremely ufeful to all the 
countries in which they are fettled. This digreffion in favour of fuch a fort of men, 
and in order to explain the prudence and public fpirit of Shah Abbas their patron, and 
luch of his fueceffors as chofe to tread in his fteps, we thought might be agreeable to 
the reader, though it carried us a little out of our road, to which we fhall now return, 
in order to continue the defeription we have promifed of the principal cities in Perfia, 
before thofe confufions began that have produced fuch fatal alterations. 

17. The city of Shiraz, or Sheraz, as we pronounce it, lies about two hundred miles to 
the fouthward of Ifpahan, in twenty-nine degrees fifty minutes of north latitude, and is 
ufually reckoned the fecond city of the kingdom. It is the capital of the province of 
Ears, or the ancient Perfia ; fome will have the name derived from Cyrus the Great, 
there being a tradition that he was buried there; others fay it is derived from Slierab, 
which in the Perfian tongue fignifies a grape, becaufe that fruit abounds in this place; 
and others from the word Sheer, which fignifies milk ; but as it is not very material 
from whence the name is derived, fo I believe it is impoflible to determine at this day. 
The town is feated in a pleafant fertile valley, about twenty miles in length, and fix in 
breadth, and has a rivulet running through it, which in the fpring has the appearance 
of a large river, and fometimes inereafes to fuch a torrent as to bear down the houfes 
in its way, but in the fummer is almolt dry. There are no walls about the place, nor 
does it contain above four thoul’and houfes at prelent: the coinpafs of it is reckoned 
to be about feven miles, but then it is to be confidered that much the greateft part of 
this fpace is garden. 

The public buildings taken notice of are the viceroy's palace, the mofques, bagnios, 
the vaulted ftreets and caravanferais, which being of the fame model as thofe of Ifpahan, 
do not need a particular defeription here •, only it is obfervable, that they let moft of 
their buildings run to ruin, as in other towns of Perfia; every generation chufing to 
build new houfes, rather than ufc thofe of their ance/tors. It is remarked alfo, that 
there is no place where the Mahometan fuperflition prevails more than here, there being 
a mofque or temple to every twenty houfes alrnoft, their don>es covered with blue var- 
nilhed tiles, make a pretty appearance among the trees ; here is alfo a college where 
the liberal arts are flu died, of which the fame is great for breeding many per Ions ol 
renowned learning. 

The ftreets of Sheraz are for the mod part narrow and dufty, but there are fome 
broad ones with canals and bafons faced with ftone: but what Sheraz is mo;f remark¬ 
able for, is the fine gardens and vineyards about it. The cyprefs-trees, of which their 
walks are chiefly compofed. are the tailed and largcft that arc any where to be found, 
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and grow In a pyramidal form ; intermixed with thefe are feveral broad fpreading trees, 
and all manner of fruits, as pomegranates, oranges, lemons, cherries, pears, apricots, 
dates, &c- None of thefe are planted againft the walls, as with us, but ftand in the 
alleys, and fometimes irregularly, as in a wildernefs- They have alfo abundance of 
fweet flowers of various colours, but not planted in that regular order as in the gardens 
of Europe, Their vineyards and wines are preferable to any in Perfia, and the canals, 
cafcades, fountains, and pleafure-houfes in their gardens, are not at all inferior to thofe 
of Ifpahan. The Shah's garden here is no lefs than two thoufand paces fquare, and 
furrounded with a wall fourteen feet high \ but of late years the gardens, as well as 
the buildings of Sheraz, have been pretty much neglefted. 

i S, Thirty miles to the north-eaft of Sheraz are found the noblefl ruins of an ancient 
palace or temple, that are now to be feen on the face of the earth ; even Rome itfelf, 
as it is faid, has nothing comparable to thefe venerable remains of antiquity ; the place 
at this day is called Chilmaner, or forty pillars. ‘Mr. Herbert fays, it was built 
upon a mountain of dark-coloured marble, and the fteps hewed out of the folk! 
rock i but others who have viewed it more narrowly fince obferve, that the fteps are 
com po fed of large ftohes, fifteeen or fix teen feet in length, and of fuch a thicknefs, 
that fix or feven fteps are cut out of one ftone, the whole being fo artificially joined, 
that they appear to be but one piece, which might eafily occafton Mr. Herbert to mif- 
take, Itisfeated at the north-eaft end of that fpacious plain where Perfepolis once 
flood, and generally held to be part of the palace of Darius, who was conquered by 
Alexander the Great. The front of this palace flood towards the weft, and was about 
five hundred paces in length, the whole taking up near ihreefcore acres of ground. 
The afcent to it is by ninety-five fteps, thirty feet in length, and twenty inches broad, but 
not more than three inches deep, fo that ahorfe may eafily go up or down them- The 
ftaircafe divides as you afcend, one branch winding to the right, and the other to the 
left, each having a wall on one fide, and a marble balluftrade on the other ; afterwards 
both branches turn again, and end at a large fquare landing-place, from whence you go 
into a portico of white marble, twenty feet wide. On it are carved in bas relievo two 
beafts as big as elephants, but their bodies are like horfes, and their feet and tails like 
oxen. 

Ten feet farther ftand tw r o fluted columns of whitifh ftone, about fixty feet high, be* 
tides their capitals and bafes, and as thick as three men can fathom ; a little farther ftand 
two other pilafters, carved like the firft, only that the beafts on the latter have wings 
and men’s heads- Beyond this portal or hall is fuch another double ftaircafe, leading 
to the upper rooms, twenty-five feet broad, but incomparably more beautiful than the 
former; for on its walls are carved in bas relief, a kind of triumph, confi fling of a great 
train of people in diftind companies, carrying fome banners, and others offerings, and 
after all comes a chariot drawn by feveral horfes, with a little altar upon it, from whence 
the flames of fire feem to afcend. On the other fide are carved wild beafts fighting, 
and among others, a lion and a bull are cut with great exadnefs, and fo hard is the 
ftone, that to this day the moft curious part of the workmanfhip is preferred. On 
the top of the fecund ftaircafe is a fquare place, which has been furrounded with co¬ 
lumns, whereof feventeen only are now /landing, but there are a hundred pedeftals ; 
thofe that are left are of red and white marble fluted, fome of them fixty, and others 
feventy feet high, and twelve of them near three fathoms round. Thefe, fome anti¬ 
quaries imagine, fupported the temple of the Sun- 

On the fame floor near thofe columns is a place fifty feet fquare, enclofed with walls 
fix or feven feet thick, of a much finer marble than any that hath been yet mentioned, 
vql* ix# q c * and 
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Slid fo wonderfully carved, that it would take up feveral days to view all the figures ; 
which way ibever a man turns himfelf in this fecond floor, there appears figures cut in 
bas and half relieve. Here you fee men fighting with lions, and in another place a 
man holding.a unicorn by the horn ; in a third, you fee the figures of giants, and in a 
fourth, a Prince giving audience to his people or ambaiTadors; and numberlefs other 
l'cenes. Here are alib abundance of infcriptions, in lading characters, which have been 
tranfcribed and brought into Europe, but none of them nnderftood at this day by the 
learned, anv more than they are by the people of the country : this glorious palace, or 
temple, with the whole city of Perfepolis, the nobleft and wealthiefl then in the world, 
was burnt to the ground by Alexander the Great, about the year of the world 3724, 
at the perfuafion of Lais the Athenian harlot, as is faid, in revenge for the towns the 
Perfian Emperors had dedroyed in Greece. 

19. In the former lection, and in this, almod all the great cities have been deferibed 
as they flood in time pad, and as they are represented to us by fuch as had leen them; 
vet thele accounts bear but very little relation to thofe places at this day ; for in the 
courfe of the civil wars and confufions with which this empire has been overwhelmed, 
there is hardly any one of thefe cities that has efcaped. Tauris has been plundered 
over and over ; Schiras burnt to the ground ; and even Spahawn has luffered not a 
little. The port of Gambron, or Bander Abaffi, has been always confidered fince the 
time of Shah Abbas, as one of the riched jewels of the Perfian diadem ; and, not with- 
Handing the badndk of the air, and fome inconveniences that attended the port, it was 
always a place of great trade, and might have been a place of much greater trade, it 
the fucceeding monarchs of Perfia had been princes of the like fpirit, and had conceived 
as jud notions of commerce as he did. 4 

By their fault it was, that the greated part of the Perfian trade came to be carried 
on by land through Turkey, which was neither agreeable to the intereds of the Per- 
fians, nor requifue for ti anfporting their commodities to Europe, for which other 
means might have been employed. But when Shah Nadir had afliimed the empire, 
and by his amazing fuccefles had acquired fo great a power, that he thought himfelf 
in no kind of danger from his neighbours, he began to entertain notions of commerce, 
which, like all his other notions, were of a damp peculiar to himfelf, and which do not 
feem, from any of the accounts that we have met with, to have been at all underdood 
in Europe. He faw plainly, that the Turks were prodigioudy enriched by the carry¬ 
ing on of the Perfian trade for filk through their country, and this he was refolved to 
prevent at any rate. It was with this view, that he formed a project, which we have 
more than once mentioned, of forcing a pafl’age to the Black Sea, and thereby opening 
a direct trade with Europe, which, with all his power, he could never eft*ect. He then 
turned his thoughts towards the Cafpian ; and having recovered the province of Gilan 
from the Ruffians, and provided effectually againft any iinpreffions they could make 
upon his territories by land, he refolved to carry on the trade of Perfia that way, by 
the affidance of the Armenians, and to reftore the credit of that nation, which had 
been very much funk in Perfia, - by the vad Ioffes that had been fudatned by their 
e tablifhment at Julpha, which, in the courfe of the civil wars, has been ahnoft totally 
ruined. 

But befides thefe fchemes he had another, the grounds of which it would take up 
too much room to explain ; and, therefore, I lhall content myfeif with barely faying, 
that from certain motives, that appeared to him reafonable, he determined to remove 
the capital of Perfia, and in (lead of fixing, as his predeceffors had done, the imperial 
refidcnce at Ifpahan, he refolved to transfer it northward, and fo place the feat of his 
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empire in the province of Chorafan, to which perhaps he might In foine meafure b? 
determined by his fondnefs for his native country. He fixed there upon the town of 
Mefched, which had been formerly the capital of the province. It is to be obferved, 
that the word Metfchid fignifies, both in the Perfian and Turkilh languages, a houfe or 
lemple confecrated to the i'ervice of God, and it is from thence that we have framed 
our word Mofque. The name of this city therefore implies a great mofque, and it was 
lo called from one of the fined in that part of the world, erected over the tomb of the 
Iman Riza, a great faint; which rendered it a place frequented by pilgrims, who 
out of charity erected there feveral public ftmCtures of great magnificence. It was 
befides famous for its manufactures of all forts, fuch as gold and filver brocades, 
tapeftry, rich filks, and woollen (luft', as beautiful anti as dear as filks; there was be¬ 
fides a manufacture of earthenware, which was looked upon as the bell in Afia, on 
this fide China ; fo that an age ago this city for mofques, public baths, caravanferais, 
bazars, and other public ftru&ures, was not in the lead inferior to any city in Perfia ; 
but the Ufbeck Tartars had fo totally di-flroyed it, tiiat it made but a very indifferent 
figure when the Shah Nadir made choice of it for the feat of his empire. 

The city of Mefched is fitu;ited in the latitude of thirty-five degrees twenty minutes 
north upon a finall dream that falls into the river Kurgan, which Teparates the province 
of Chorafan from Aftarabat; and it may be very truly affirmed, that a happier lituation 
there is not in the world. The air is extremely mild and temperate, the foil about it 
wonderfully fruitful, and while it continues the capital of the empire, there is no doubt 
that the 1 artars will be kept at a fufficient didance. Whi 1 e Shah Nadir was employed 
in his expedition againft the Mogul, his etdeft fon Riza KuU Mirza refided there with 
the title and authority of Shah of Perfia ; by his care the city was rebuilt and redored 
to its ancient luftre, and fuch privileges granted to the inhabitants, as not only came up to 
but exceeded thofe that former Shahs had granted to the people of Ifpahan. This young 
Prince was not contented with barely attending to the civil government of the empire, 
he was delirious of difplaying alfo his military capacity, which induced him to attack the 
Khan ofBalkh, the fovereign of the fouthern part of Great Bucharia; which country, 
together with its capital, he reduced, and thereby gained not only an acceffion of terri¬ 
tory, but one of the greated and bed cities in thofe parts, Balkh having been, for feveral 
ages, the center of the commerce carried on by land to and from the Indies. 

By this eftablifhment, and thefe conquefts, the face of affairs in Perfia is abfoliitely 
changed, and this is a thing that has not hitherto been fudiciently confidered. It is 
poflible, and, indeed, it is probable, that the fouthern provinces of the Perfian empire 
will fuffer extremely by this alteration; and it is not altogether unlikely, that if a civil 
war arifes from the death of the late Shall, a new principality may be erefted in the 
fouthern parts, of which Spahawn, or Tome other great city, may become the capital; 
but ftill Mefched will, in all probability, remain the feat of the Perfian empire, and the 
monarchs who govern there will extend their conquefts northwards, through countries 
formerly indeed dependent upon the Perfians, but which have been for many ages in 
the hands of the Tartars; and if this fhould be the cafe, we muft confider ourfehres 
extremely happy in having fet on foot a trade through Ruflia into Perfia by the Cas¬ 
pian Sea; by which the molt lucrative part of the commerce of that empire will fall 
into mar hands, and may be juftly efteemed the fruits of our great naval power, and 
the effects of fending our fquadrons into the Baltic, which gave the court of Peterf- 
burg fuch an nnpreffion of our power to affift or diftrefs them, as it is our iniereft to 
take care that time Ihould never efface. 
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20 . We promifed to fay fomewhat of the ancient and prefent ftate of the country 
and people of Perfia, confidered in a comparative light, and we will endeavour to exe¬ 
cute this as fuccin&Iy as pollible. The learned Dr. Hyde wrote an admirable treatife 
in Latin, of the religion of the ancient Perfians ; a work equally curious and ufeful, and 
which, notwithftanding, was foill received by the public, that the Doctor boiled his tea¬ 
kettle with the greatell part of the impreflion, which has made it lo fcarce, that from its 
natural price of ten fhillings, or lefs, it is now fold for two guineas ; and even at that 
price will not be efleemed dear by fuch as can judge of its real value. It is from this 
learned book that we are informed of what we Ihould otherwife never have known, 
that the ancient Perfians, on whom the Greeks bellowed the name of Barbarians, were 
in reality the bell governed, the politeft, and the mod civilized nation upon the face of 
the earth. Their religion was far more incorrupt than thofe of Egypt, Greece, or 
Rome, for they worfliipped only one God ; and though they were over-run with fuper- 
flition, they never degenerated into atheifm or idolatry. 1 he common people were, 
from principle, extremely indullrious ; they cultivated their country with the utmolfc 
care, infoinuch that thofe diflrifts that are now fandy defarts were then perfeft gar¬ 
dens ; and many rich and populous cities were feated in places that at this day are 
wafte and howling wildernefles. Yet there even Hill remain clear and indifputable 
proofs of the truth of what this learned gentleman has aflerted, and thefe are of two 
kinds ; Firft, The ruins and remains of this ancient magnificence, which even the iron 
teeth of Time have not been able to deltroy, as appears from what the reader has been 
told of Perfepolis; and next, from the temper and difpofition of that remnant of the 
ancient Perfees, Gubers, Gaurs, or fire-worlhippers, that are Hill left in this country 
and in India, and who are, beyond all controverfy, the moll quiet, indullrious, and 
moll inoffenfive nation, if we may yet llyle them lo, on the face of the globe. 'I he 
feat of their prefent habitations is the wildeft and worft part of the province of Kerman, 
and yet even there the finall diftridts they poffefs, appear a kind of paradife in com- 
parifon of the country about; and by them thofe woollen duds are wrought, which 
the modern Perfians, from a true principle of luxury, think too good for any body’s 
wear but their own, and therefore never fuffer them to be carried out of their 
dominions. 

As for thefe people, it is no wonder that they have brought the fame difcredit upon 
the large and fruitful provinces they inhabit, that the Turks have done upon the land of 
Canaan ; and, indeed, it is the genius of the Mahometan religion to deface all marks 
of former improvements, as well as to receive no benefit from fuch examples. The 
wars, by which this empire has been continually walled fince it fell into the hands of 
its prefent poffeflbrs, has contributed not a little to thin it of people ; fo that now there 
are not above a twentieth part of the people in Perfia that there were at the time that 
Alexander invaded it. Befides this, there are feveral nations fcattered up and down it, 
that are rather vaffals than fubjefts to the Shahs, and live after the manner of the Tar¬ 
tars in their tents. The want of a fettled nobility, and the little fecurity that the people 
in general have for their fortunes, is another great obllacle to the cultivating their 
lands, and the improvement of their cities. We may add to this, the revolutions and 
civil wars which have been fo frequent in Perfia ; as alfo the incurfions of the Tartars 
and other barbarous nations, from which they are hardly ever free. As to the lazinels 
and luxury of the Perfians, though it is in one fenfe a caufe of the wide difference be¬ 
tween the pall and prefent ftate of their empire, yet confidered in another light, it is 
the fource of what little commerce they have j for as they are not willing to work 
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themfelves, they are very ready to let other nations dwell amongft them ; and provided 
they reap the fruits of their induftry, treat them fairly and civilly enough, without any 
mixture of that haughty, infolent and unbridled- temper which is fo hateful and fo into¬ 
lerable among the Turks. Befides, as they fpend without the feaft confideration all they 
get, this occaitons a quick circulation of money, fo that the Armenians, Indians, and 
other foreigners that live amongft them, pick up a tolerable livelihood, and ; are not 
impofed upon and oppreffed as in the territories of the Grand Signior. 

It is the want of people that makes a great part of Perfia lie wafte and barren ; and 
the natural fertility of the country is another caufe of this, for even the few parts 
that are now cultivated produce much more than is neceffary for thefubfiftence of its in¬ 
habitants ; and it is from thence that their trade and their riches arife; for fince there are 
no mines now wrought in Perfia, what gold and filver they have comes into that 
country by the purchafe of their filks, and other rich, commodities; whence the reader 
will eafily difcem how powerful and how happy the people might be under a fettled 
government, that paid feme tolerable refpefl to the welfare of its fubjefte; but after 
all, this is hardly to be hoped for while in the hands of the Mahometans, who, on the 
one hand, are very little inclined to any kind of induftry rhemfelves, and, on the other, 
are very apt to be jealous of their Chriftian fubje&s thriving, though they are the better, 
for it. While the Ruffians were matters of Gilan, which was but for a very Ihort fpace, 
the inhabitants were fo fenfible of the change, that there was nothing they, dreaded fo 
much as returning again under the dominion of their old matters; and when.this ac¬ 
tually happened, great numbers of them quitted their habitations, and retired into the 
neighbouring parts of Georgia, Dageftan and Armenia, that they might avoid falling 
under the yoke of Thamas Kuli Kan, notwithftanding that was as light, at leaft in time 
of peace, as any of the former Shahs. 

21. It is to very little purpofe that we increafe the ftock of our knowledge by read¬ 
ing, unlefs we enable ourfelves to make fome ufe of it by reflection; as a trader does 
net thrive by having his warehoufes flocked with goods, but by his knowing where and 
how to carry them to market. We fee plainly from the defeription of the Perfian em¬ 
pire, at the beginning of this feCtion, that in point of territory the Shah's of Perfia are 
very little inferior to any of the great monarchs in the univerfe; but we know experi¬ 
mentally, that for all this the princes of this country, from the time of Shah Abbas, 
have made but a very indifferent figure, and are not like to make a better in time to 
come. This Ihews us the terrible effects of arbitrary power, a thing altogether infup- 
portable; but from the wifdom of fome great princes, who by diffembling. and. letting 
:t down, preferve it. Shah Nadir had this in his-will,.but never in his power ;, he had 
acquired his authority by being at the head of an army, and he found it impoffible to 
fuftain it any other way than by remaining at the head of it; for he neither durll dif- 
band his troops, nor could he truft them any longer than they were employed ; this 
was the true reafon of his Indian expedition, and this mutt be the cafe till fuch time as 
the army by which he attained his fovereignty is in fome meafure worn out, and then, 
perhaps, the feebtenefs of the ftate may draw upon it foreign invafions. 

If either the extent or the quality of countries could make princes eafy or happy, the 
fovereigns of Perfia might be fo without making Haves of their fubjefts or. difturbing 
their neighbours. We may from hence alfo difeover the value of right principles- with 
regard to induftry and commerce, which always include due refpefit to liberty and pro- 
perty, without which the former can never fubfift, and the latter can never be attained. 
If we could with any probability fuppofe that a well-conftituted government could take 
place, and be thoroughly eftabHftied in Perfia, it i$ very evident, that in the fpace of a 
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century, not only the affairs, but the very face of the country would be changed; their 
great cities would be repeopled, the trade through Perfia to India and Tartary would he 
revived, their filk-works and manufactures would be reftored, and multitudes of people 
would flock into all their provinces for the fake of that plenty which, in fuch a fituation 
of things, they would be lure to enjoy. But as this fuppofition is on the one hand im¬ 
probable, fo, on the other, it is very evident that for this very reafon the Perfian mo¬ 
narchy muff, for a long feries of years, continue broken and weak ; for it is by com¬ 
merce only that the people of that country can become formidable; for while, on the 
one fide, they want a naval power to maintain the ibvereignty of the Cafpian Sea, to 
which they pretend, and, on the other hand, to have no fortrefles of great ftrengtji to 
fecure their frontiers againft the Ufbeck Tartars on the north, and the Turks on the 
weft, they will always be in danger from both thofe neighbours, 

Thefe things are fo plain that they cannot be denied or doubted. The Angle infer¬ 
ence I would draw from this is, that fo far as human forefight reaches there teems to 
be a difpofition in Providence to overturn the Mahometan powers every where ; for if 
we compare the prefent ftate of things with the paft, we cannot help feeing that they 
are much in the fame fituation that the Greeks were at the time their empire began to 
decline; and though it may be feme centuries before their total deftruftion comes on, 
yet we muff fhut our eyes againft evidence if we are not convinced that it is coming. 
We muff indeed allow that there are fome vifionary people here in Europe who appre¬ 
hended mighty things from the Shah Nadir, and believed that he would overwhelm the 
Turkilh empire; but there was no kind of reafon for this, except the known weaknefs 
of that empire; and if it were not for this, we might with more reafon expefl: that the 
Turks, at this juncture, fhould make fome impreflion upon Perfia, which however 1 
am perfuaded will not happen. But if the feuds of Chriftian princes were once laid 
afleep, there is no improbability in the conje&ure, that the Ruffians might make them- 
felves inafters, at leaft, of fome of the provinces of this empire which lie neareft to the 
Cafpian Sea; and, whenever it ffiall happen, it may prove a beginning to much greater 
revolutions, fince there are multitudes of Chriftians in the adjacent countries, who are 
either of the Greek religion or very little removed from it; and if their fpirits fliould 
once revive, the weaknefs of the Mahometans, both here and elfewhere, would be 
quickly feen, I know very well how little heed the prefent generation will give to re¬ 
marks of this nature; but I flatter myfelf, that how weak or how impertinent foever 
they may be now efteemed, experience will juftify them to pofterity. 
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DISPOSITION AND TEMPER OF THE PERSIANS, 

Their PerfonSj Habits, Manner of Living* their Artificers and Mechanics, the Rcfpcft paid to Mer¬ 
chants, the Method in which their Inland Trade is earned on, the pall and prefeut State of the Englilli 
Commerce, and other Particulars j together with fomo curious Ob fer vat ions on the Nature of the Silk 
Trade, and a Computation of the annual Balance in favour of Perfia* 

Golleiied as well from Private Memoirs f as from Accounts that have been puhlijhed. 


I. An Introductory Account of the Subject of this Section, the Difficulty of Drawing Na¬ 
tional Characters, the likelieft Way of coming at the Truth, the general Temper, Difpo- 
fition and Genius of the modern Perfians. — 2. Of their Perfons, Drefs , great Value of 
their Turbans, and of the Magnificence and Profufion into which ail Ranks of People 
are apt to run in that Country, in every Thing that regards Appearance and Equi¬ 
page. — 3. Of the Women’s Habits, their Painting, their Head-drcffes ufually adorned 
with Feathers, frequently fet out with Jewels , and more efpecially with Pearls , which 
were ejieemed the bejl in the World, fo long as the Perfians were pqffbjfed of the JJland 
of Babaren. — 4. The manner of living in Perfia , the Method of eating and drinking, 
their Cujloms at their Meals , the commonnefs of Cooks-Shops and Ordinaries amongjl 
them, and of the open and general Hofpitality in Perfia. — 5. A View of their Enter¬ 
tainments, the Ceremonies and Civilities that pafis upon fuch Occafions, their laudable 
Temperance and great Sobriety, and of the Manner in which, by the Ufe of Opium, they 
/apply their Want of Jlrong Liquors. — 6 . The Manner of Travelling in Perfia, the 
Nature of Caravans, how they japply the Want of Wheel-Carriages, of their Foot-Pojls, 
and of the wonderful Swiftnefs of their Shatirs or Running-Footmen. — J. Of their 
Artificers and Mechanics of all Sorts, the Neat nefs of fame and the Inexpert nefs of 
other Workmen, and of the Nature of their Companies, and the Rules by which they are 
governed. — 8. 0 / the Silken , Woollen, and Mohair Manufactures that are carried on 
in this Empire, the Management of their DomejUc Traffic, the great Ufe of Brokers ; 
the Manner in which their Foreign Trade is carried on, and the Reafons that Under 
Mahometans from becoming Merchants ; with fome political Remarks upon that Sub- 
jeet . — 9. The Nature of the Englijb Trade in Perfia, the Mea/ures, Weights, Money, 
generally ufed in that Country, and the Alterations that have happened by the Removal 
of the Capital from Ifpahan to Mefched . — ) o. A fuccinCl View of the fevered Routes ■ 
by which Foreign Commodities are introduced into Perfia, with a clear View of the Ad¬ 
vantages arfing from the new Trade to that Empire, through Ruffia. — 11. A fhort 
Reprefentation "of the Value of Silk , confidered as the Staple Commodity of Perfia, and of 
the Advantages that would refult to this Nation by the joint Endeavours of the Ruffian, 
Levant, and Eajl India Companies, to import Pcrfian and China Silks on the (hcapejl 
Terms pofiibk . 

1. A FTF.R taking a -view of the country of Perfia, and its produfl of all kinds, it is 
/V very natural for us to come next to the inhabitants, for whofe fake the other 
defeription was held necelfary, and made intirely with a view to render this more clear 
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and intelligible. It muft indeed be owned, that there is fomething very difficult and 
hazardous in attempting to characterife a whole nation, and nothing is more common 
than .inftances even of great authors falling into iniftakes on this head; yet as the thing 
is neceffary, (o it is alfo very feafible; nations certainly have their charafters as well as 
private men, and thefe are frequently hit, though to be fure fometimes they are mif- 
taken. 


The means of hitting them, is to obferve carefully the points in which all travellers 
agree, for thefe, without doubt, are founded in truth and nature; when a fufficient 
slumber of thefe are fixed, they will ferve to guide you in the reft, for the humours of 
men, though of feveral forts, and vaftly different from each other, yet have a connection 
among themfelves, that is to fay, one humour afforts with and joins eafily with another, 
while there are fome humours that never come together, or are found in the fame 
breafts. That there really is fuch a thing as national characters appears from hence, 
that the inhabitants of the fame country, through a great diverfity of ages, and de- 
fcribed by authors of various difpofitions, keep pretty nearly the fame changer; of 
■this the defcription of the people of Paris, by the Emperor Julian, is a remarkable in- 
ftance, and others might be mentioned, if that before us were not as good a one as any 
of the reft; for whoever confiders attentively what is faid of the temper, genius and 
cuftoras of the Perfians, independent of their religion and government, by the Greek 
and Latin writers, and compares thefe with the writings of modern travellers, will be 
amazed to lee what a conformity there is between them, and be from thence convinced 
that national charafters are nothing lefs than imaginary. But to come to the point, and 
to that defcription which will juftify this obfervation, at the fame time that it carries on 
the thread of our difcourfe, and performs the proper bufmefs of this feftion. 

Ihe Perfians are. men of bright parts, and abundance of vivacity, fond of glory, and 
known to excel their neighbours of India in point of courage, infomuch that the Mogul 
prefers them to the greateft polls both in his court and army; and as they were ob- 
lerved anciently to be of all men the moil civil and obliging, they retain the fame dif- 
pofmon to this day, efpecially towards foreigners, who admire their hofpitality and 
benevolence; they are far from being guilty of that brutilh behaviour towards Chrif. 
nans as the lurks are; what they feem to he moll juftly and univerfally charged with 
is vanity and profufion in their deaths, their equipages and number of fervanrs; as to 
voluptuoufnefs in eating and drinking, this does not appear to be their vice, at leaft we 
are much more guilty of it in Europe; for the greateft part of their food is rice, fruits, 
and garden fluff; they have not any great variety of fleffi, neither have they many 
ways of drefling it; pilo feems to be the Handing dilh, even among thefe of the beft 
quality. And as for lhong liquors, though they drink them now and then by Health, 
■drunkennefs is very far from being, common ; liquor is never forced, and every man 
may retire from an entertainment without ceremony when he lees fit, without a breach 
or good manners. 


No people have a greater genius for poetry, infomuch that there is not a feftival or 
entertainment made but a poet is introduced and defired to oblige the company with his 
compofitions; and thefe gentlemen are often found with a crowd about them in coffee- 
houfes, and other places of public refort. The Perfians are by fome looked upon to 
be very covetous; but by this they mull mean covetous in getting, for as to hoarding 
up money they « generally abfolved. They only get that fhey may fpend, and when 
they have furmfhed themfelves with an equipage, houfe and gardens fuitable to their 
mind, they rather lay out their money in building caravanferais, mofques, and on other 
public occafions, than let it lie by them, infomuch that fome travellers obferve that there 


are 



/ njfurn/ /*/ ///-vyvr 




_> ssAJS/yy/ 




//syys/s 













































































OF THE INHABITANTS OF PERSIA* 


201 


m'e no people in the world that take lefs thought for to-morrow* A man who happens 
lo have eight or ten thoufand pounds fall to him, fhall in a few weeks lay it out in pur- 
chafing wives and flayes, clothing and furniture, without confidering where he fhall 
meet a fupply, and in two or three months after you will fee him difpofing of them 
again for fubfiftence* Thefe people, it is obferved, have a great command of their 
paffions; they are not eafily moved, and when they are, it proceeds very feldom to 
blows. The quarrel generally ends in ill language, and perhaps feme hearty curies; 
and to fum up all, they call one another Jews or Chriftians, They are of a very in- 
finuaung addrefs, and a mod obliging behaviour; few European nations are more 
polite. 

2. The Perfians are generally of a good ftature, well fhaped, clean limbed, and of 
agreeable features, and, in Georgia and the northern provinces, of an admirable com¬ 
plexion; towards the fouth they are a little upon the olive. However, the great men 
having had their wives and concubines chiefly from Georgia and Circaffia, for a hun¬ 
dred years paPt, their complexions are very much mended even in the fouthern pro¬ 
vinces. Their eyes and their hair are generally black, and they wear only one lock 
on the crown of their heads, like other Mahometans, by which they expeft Mahomet 
will lift them up to Paradife. 

As to their beards, the Shah and the great officers of (late, and foldiery* wear only 
long whifkers on the upper lip, which, joined to a tuft of hair on the upper part of their 
cheeks, grow to a very enormous fize, infomuch that feme of them, it is faid, are near 
half a foot long. Their mollahs and religious people wear their beards long, only 
clipping them into form, and the common people clip their beards pretty feort, but 
none of the Perfians ftvffer any hair to grow upon their bodies. They wear large tur¬ 
bans on their heads, feme white, and others ftriped with red or other colours, and the 
great men have flowers of gold and filver woven or marked on the cloth. They have 
alfe a feuII-cap under their turban, and all together does not weigh lefs than feven or 
eight pounds, fometinies a great deal more. Next to their fkins they wear a fhirt of 
coloured filk or calico, generally blue, which they feldom or never wafli; this fhirt has 
an open.bofom, but neither neck nor wriftbands, and is made clofe to the arm; they 
have alfe a pair of breeches, or rather drawers, clofe before, they reach half down 
their legs; their (lockings are made of woollen doth, but not at all fhaped to the leg; 
over the fhirt they wear a waiftcoat, and upon thefe a coat with clofe fleeves, and but¬ 
tons and loops before, tied with a falh ; this is wide at bottom, and hangs a little below 
their knees; befides this, they put on another coat frequently, without fleeves, the 
upper mod coat being the fhorteft, and in the winter time over all they have another 
loole coat lined with furs: inftead of fhoes they have piqued flippers, turned up at the 
toes, and made of Turkey leather, which are neither tied nor buckled, and when they 
ride they have boots of yellow leather; their bridle,, faddles and houfing are immo¬ 
derately fine, being almofl covered with gold; the houfing is fc large that it aim oft 
hides the hinder part of the horfe, and whether on foot or on horfebaek they wear a 
broad fword, and a criee or poniard. Their ladies have alfe a dagger at their fides, 
especially thofe of high rank. 

3. The garb of the-women is not very different from that of the men, except it 
be^ that the women neither wear turbans on their heads, nor ladies about their 
waifts, and their coats or veils reach almofl down to their heels. If ever they go into 
the ftreets, which women of quality feldom do, they have a white veil which covers them 
from head to foot. The girls wear a ftiffened cap upon their heads, turned up like a 
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hunting-cap, with a heron’s feather in it, their hair being'made up in treffes, and falling 
doAvn their backs to a very great length, and the quality have pearls and jewels inter¬ 
woven and mixed with their hair. The married women comb their hair back, and 
having bound it about with a broad ribbon, or rich tiara, fet with jewels, which looks 
like a coronet, let the reft of their hair fall gracefully down their fiioulders, than which 
there cannot be a more becoming drefs. As for gloves, neither men nor women ever 
wear them, but their arms and fingers are ufually full of rings and bracelets enriched 

As" black hair is the moft common, fo it is in moft efteem, and the thickeft and 
broadeft eye-brows are thought the fineft ; the women, if their eye-brows be not black, 
will colour them, and commonly paint their faces; they rub their hands and feet with 
an orange-coloured pomatum. Some will have feathers ftand upright in their tiara, 
and others have a firing of pearls or precious ftones fattened to it, which hangs down 
between their eye-brows; they wear alfo jewels in their ears, and rows of pearls fall 
down their temples as low as the neck, and in fome provinces bordering on India, they 
have jewels in their noftrils, which to the Europeans do not feem very becoming, for 
hanging down to the mouth it makes them look as if they had hare-lips, but the ladies 
of lfpahan never wear thefe nofe-jewels. Their necklaces are either gold or pearl; 
they fall upon the bofom, and there always hangs a little golden box to ihem, filled 
with moft reviving perfumes. 

As their clothes are of the richeft flowered and brocaded filks, it appears that their 
drefs is no inconfiderable article in Perfia, where people of mean fortunes endeavour to 
vie with the quality, and will have fine clothes though they want food. An ordinary 
turban cannot be purchafed under ten pounds, and they frequently give twice as 
much ; and they muft have variety of them, left they fhould be known by their clothes. 
Their fafhes alfo are brocaded, and coft from twenty to a hundred crowns, and over 
this they have frequently another of camel’s hair, of which the workmanfhip is fo cu¬ 
rious that it feldorn cofts lefs. Thofe who wear fables, which they will not be without 
if they can pur chafe them, feldorn pay lefs than a hundred pounds for a clofe bodied 
coat; all this, with the rich furniture and equipage they have when they ride out, 
amounts to a vaft fura; and this, as it well may, keeps them exceeding poor. The 
common mode of living is thus: 

a. Early in the morning they ufually drink a dtfh of coffee. About eleven they go 
to dinner, when they eat melons, fvveetmeats, fruit, cheefe, curds or milk, but their 
principal meal is in the evening, when you may depend on a difh of pilo, which is boiled 
rice well buttered, and feafoned with a fowl, a piece of mutton or kid ferved up with 
it: they have an excellent way of boiling their rice all over the Eaft, the water is per¬ 
fectly dried away, by that time the rice is enough, after which they feafon it with fpices, 
and mix faffron or turmerick with it, giving it a yellow, or what other colour they think 
fit; but there is very little variety either in their food or way of dreilmg it; if they 
have a large joint, it is baked inftead of being roafted, but their ufual way is to cut their 
flefh into little flices, and fpitting or fkewering them together, roaft them over a charcoal 
fire, and whether they boil or roaft, it is always done to rags, or it would be impofiible 
to pull the meat to pieces with their hands, as they do without knives or forks. Pork 
is never eaten here any more than veal, nor do they eat hares or other animals pro¬ 
hibited to the Jews, beef but feldorn ; they do not deal much in venifon, filh or wild 
fowl, they drefs only plain diflies, being ftrangers to bailies, ragouts and other com¬ 
pounds, and feldorn have any other fauce than a flice of lemon or ionic pickles. Bread 
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they have baked in thin cakes the moment they ufe it, but eat much more rice. They 
ufe no beaten pepper, only whole, and not abundance of fait in their feafoning, 
nor is there any brought to table: meat is never falted before it is dreffed. They 
ufually kill their meat and fowls the fame day they ufe them, and fet by nothing to be 
eaten cold. 

They fit down crofs-Iegged at their meals, and a cloth is fpread upon the carpet. 
Then one of the perfons who has the provifion before him, diftributes rice and flefii to 
the company. They ufe no fpoons, except for foup and liquids, but take up their rice 
by handfuls. They feldom fit above half an hour at table. They walh both before 
and after their meals, making ufe of their handkerchiefs inftead of a towel. The com¬ 
mon people of Ifpahan feldom drefs their vi&uals at home, but when they have fhut up 
their (hops of an evening, go ftraight to the cooks, of which there are great numbers in 
that city, and buy pilo for their families. The cooks have kettles or coppers fixed in 
brick-work in their fhops, and ftoves, over whieh’tbey drefs moil of their meat, making 
fcarce any ufe of chimnies. It is remarkable of the Perfians, that they are fo far from 
(hutting their doors at their meals, that they invite every one to eat with them who 
happens to come to their houfes. 

5. When a perfon makes an entertainment, it is ufually a flipper, notwithftanding 
which the guefts generally come at nine or ten in the morning, and fpend the whole 
time at the place to which they are invited. They difcourfe, they fmoke, eat fweet- 
meats, and pafs away the time with a thoufand amufements; fometimes they hear poems 
repeated in honour of their prince, fometimes the fmging women are introduced, who 
fing. and dance, and play and fliow antic tricks to divert the company j and if any one 
of the guefts are difpofed to withdraw with any of thefe dancing-girls, they are fliewn 
into a private room, and when they return nobody takes any notice of it. When fupper 
is ferved up, the fon, or fome relation of the mailer of the houfe, takes the honours of 
the feaft upon him, and helps the guefts to their meat. 

They generally provide variety of fherbets on thefe occafions, their ufual drink being 
nothing but fair water, and even this, it feems, they drink with ice ; it is the employ¬ 
ment therefore of abundance of people about Ifpahan, in the wintcr-feafon, to heap up 
vaft quantities of ice together, and keep it in repolitories under ground all the lum- 
mer, when they fell it to great advantage. Wine is made in feveral provinces of Perfia; 
but the Armenians and other Chriftians drink the greateft fliare of it. The officers 
will indeed fometimes indulge themfelves in this liquor, and other people drink it as 
they pretend for their health, but that is not common ; much the greateft part of it is 
either tranfported to the neighbouring countries, or drank by the Chriftians who are 
difperfed through the Perfian dominions. 

But thofe who abftain from wine out of confcience, becaufe it is prohibited by law, 
raife their fpirits with opium, bang, poppy-feed, and other intoxicating ingredients. 
The Perfians, like other eaftern nations, take pills of opium, which fome of them gra¬ 
dually increafe to fuch a dofe as would deftroy half a dozen Europeans. Within an 
hour alter they have taken the pill it begins to operate, and a thoufant pleafant fcenes 
prefent themfelves to their imagination; they laugh and fing, and fay abundance of hu¬ 
morous things like men intoxicated with wine; but after the effeff of it is gone oft', they 
find their fpirits exhaufted, and grow penfive and melancholy till they repeat the dofe 
again; and fome make it fo neceflary to them that they cannot live without it. There 
is alfo a decoftion of the feed of poppies, fold in molt cities of Perfia, and in thefe houfes 
you will fee people looking and talking as men do when they are drunk: as long as 
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they keep to the letter of the law, and abftain from wine, it is no matter how much they 
diforder themfelves, they think they ffiall never be accountable for that. 

6 . There are no wheel-carriages in this country,,but all people travel upon camels, 
horfes, mules or affes. The women, who are to be concealed as much as poflible, are 
put into a fquare-wooden machine, of which they hang one on each fide of a camel; 
they are about three feet deep, and juft large enough for one to fit down in, and over 
head are three or four hoops like thofe which fupport the tilt of a waggon, with a cloth 
thrown over them. Their afles are much larger and nimbler than ours, and will trot 
ten miles at a pretty good rate, but they are very obflmate, and frequently throw their 
riders. People ufually travel in this country with the caravan, confiding of four or five 
hundred camels, befides other beafts, and there is no place where they travel with greater 
fecurity and lefs expence, there being caravanferais at proper diftances, where they 
have their lodging gratis, and purchafe provifion at the belt hand ; and though the 
roads are frequently fteep and mountainous, yet fuch care is taken in laying bridges 
and caufeways, and to level and enlarge the ways, that a traveller feldom meets with 
any difficulties but what are eafily funnounted. 

Here are no general polls, but if any perlbn has letters to fend, he difpatches a ffiatir 
or footman with them on purpofe, who will travel a thoufand miles in eighteen or 
twenty days, and not alk more than twenty pence or two findings a day for his trouble: 
they carry with them a bottle of water, and a little bag of provifion, which ferves them 
thirty or forty hours: they generally leave the high road, and crofs over the country 
the neareft way. There are a great many families which make this their only employ¬ 
ment, and breed their children up to it, obliging them to run from their infancy. 

The Shah and all the great men have feveral of thefe lhatirs or footmen in their re¬ 
tinue, but before a man can be admitted one of the imperial footmen, he mull give a 
very extraordinary proof that he does not want heels or breath; for he mult run Irom 
the great gate of the palace, called Aly Capi, to a place a league and a half from the 
city, twelve times in one day, and every time bring an arrow along with him, which is 
delivered him by thofe who ftand at the end of the race, to fhew that he has run the 
whole courfe; and this he performs, between fun-rife and fun-fet, in thirteen or fourteen 
hours at moft, being no lefs than a hundred and eight miles. It is always fome fa¬ 
vourite fervant of the Shah’s who is admitted to this honour. On the day of trial the 
elephants and horfemen are drawn up in the royal fquare, with the mufic, drums and 
trumpets founding, and as if it was a feftival. Ail the great men make pref nts to the 
ffiatir, and feveral of them ride the courfe with him to ingratiate themielves with the 
Shah ; and the mob attend him every time he returns with their ffiouts and acclama¬ 
tions. The chains and viceroys who admit a fhatir into their fervice, make him run 
the fame number of miles, and they are rarefied and prefented by all their dependents 
in the fame manner the royal ffiatirs are, though not fo largely ; for it is a very com¬ 
mon thing to fee the Shah’s ffiatir prefented with above a thoufand pounds on fuch an 
occafion. This is a very ftrong mark of the fpirit of this nation, and of that difpofitioji 
they have to difplay their generality, fometimes at the expence of juftice, but without 
regard to prudence always. 

7. With refpeCt to their artificers, manufacturers and common tradefmen, the regu¬ 
lations that are made in this country are extremely well-contrived, for every company 
has a head or mafter, who with a fmall number of his brethren, form a kind of council, 
and fettle fuch rules and orders, for the general benefit of fuch as are engaged in the 
particular brand! of trade he fuperimends, as to him and them feem requifite. Whoever 
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intends to let up a trade, goes to the matter and regifters his name and abode, and no en¬ 
quiry is made who was his matter, or whether he underftands the bufinefs or not ; nor 
is there any rettraint laid upon them that they fhall not encroach upon any other pro* 
feffion; for inftance, the braziers are at liberty to make fitver veflels, as they frequently 
do, without being in danger of any difturbance from the filverfmiths. Neither do they 
take apprentices for a number of years, but hire their fervants, and allow them wages 
from the firft day they entertain them. Every trade alrnoft is bound to work for the 
Shah whenever he requires it, and. thofe who are not, pay an annual tax to the govern¬ 
ment for an exemption. 

Their armourers make very good broad fword blades, and damalk them as well as 
any European. The barrels of their fire-arms are not amifs, they make them very 
ftrong, and as thick at the muzzle as at the breech. Their flocks are but ill contrived, 
being thin and light at the butt, and not fit for a man’s fhoulder ; and for locks to 
their guns, or any other locks that have fprings, they do not pretend to make them 
any more than watches or clocks, which they either purchafe abroad, or employ Eu¬ 
ropean workmen to make for them. Knives, razors, fcilfars and fome other cutlery 
wares they make very weli, and little fteel mirrors, which they ufe inttead of looking- 
glafles; they are almott all convex, and the air is fo perfectly dry, that they feldorn 
ruft or grow dull. The art of making looking-glafles they do not under ft and, but 
have them from Europe. However, they have a manufacture of glafs, which ferves 
for windows and bottles. The glafs of Shiraz is the heft in the country. 

As the ufe of the bow is what the Perfians value themfelves much upon, there are 
no where better bows made; the chief materials are wood and horn, with finews bound 
about them ; they are painted and varnifhed, and made as fine as poffible. The bow- 
ftring is of twilled filk, of the bignefs of a goofe-quill; their quivers of leather, em¬ 
broidered or worked with filk. This is a trade they are as well verfed In as any thing, 
efpecially the gold or filver embroidery, either on cloth, filk or leather: They cover 
their faddles and houfings almott with embroidery, and their ftitching of the leather is 
much beyond any thing we do. Their faddles are made after the Morocco model, and. 
the ftimips mighty fhort; they have a kind of breaft-plate to them, and where we ufe 
bra fifes about our furniture, their men of quality have gold. The leather which we 
call Turkey leather, from its coming to us through that country, is all made in Perfia. 
The fhagreen alfo comes from thence, which is made of the fkin of an afs's rump. 
The tanners drefs their coarfe {kins with lime, and ufe no bark, but fait and galls in¬ 
ttead of it. 

The making earthen ware is another manufacture the Perfians excel in ; it is much 
beyond the Dutch, and fome fay almott equal to china ware. The places where it is 
chiefly made, arc, Shiraz, Metfch, Yefd, and at Kerman: and mending of glafs and 
earthen ware, is a particular trade in Perfia; they will drill holes through them, and 
fatten the pieces together, fo that a broken bowl or plate will hold .liquids, as well as 
it did at firft. Their gold wire drawers, and thread-twitters are artifts alfo in their way; 
they will draw a piece weighing a drachm, to the length of three hundred Perfian elk. 
Their lapidaries.underftand the grinding of foft ftones, and cutting them pretty well. 
Their dying is preferred to any thing of that kind in Europe, which is not aferibed 
fo much to the artift, as to the air, which being dry and clear, gives a* livelinefs to 
the colours, and fixes them. 

The Perfian tailors work very neatly; ami as the mens’ clothes are made of the 
richeft flowered and brocaded filks, they are fitted exactly to rheir bodies without the 
leaft wrinkle, and their fowing is incomparably beyond that of our workmen, as the 
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fine materials they work on require it fhould. They work flowers alio upon their carpets* 
cufhions and window-curtains* fo very nicely* that they look as if they were painted. 

With tailors* we muft not forget to mention their barbers, who are no lefs excellent 
in their way; for they will fhave the head almoft at half a dozen ftrokes* and have fo 
light a hand, that you can fcarce feel them ; they ufe only cold wafer* and hold no 
bafon under your chin as with us, but have their water in a cup* about the bignefs of 
a little china difh : after they have fhaved a man* they cut the nails of his feet and 
hands, with a little iron inftrument like a bodkin, fharp at the end ; then they ftretch 
his arms* rub and chafe his flefh* which is an amufemfent, that the Europeans as well 
as the natives are pleafed with* in thefe hot countries. But notwith(landing this, thefe 
arufts are nothing comparable in their way to thofe of India* and thefe again tail as 
fhort of the Tffiincfe barbers. 

8 , We are now to proceed to the more material parts of the Perfian commerce, 
from whence their national riches flow, and by which they draw to themfelves the 
wealth of other countries; for as we before obferved* gold and filver are no longer 
the produce of Perfia* but are brought thither in payment for their commodifies. 
Silks are the principal manufactures of the country* fuch as taffaties, tabbies, iatins 
and filk mixed with cotton or camel and goats-hair* brocades and gold tiffue* of the 
fingle brocade there a hundred forts, the double are called duroy or two faces* beeaufe 
both fides are equally good ; they are the rieheft that are to be met with any where ; 
and the gold velvet which is wrought in Perfia is admirable ; all their rich fluffs are 
very durable ; the gold or filver does not wear oft or tarnifh while the work iafls* but 
keeps its colour and brightnefs. The fineft looms for thefe fluffs are at Ifpahan* Cafhan 
and Yefd. Thofe for carpets are chiefly made in the province of Kirman* what are 
commonly called Turkey carpets are indeed Perfian-but obtained that name from being 
brought to us by way of Turkey. 

The camel hair fluffs are made in Carmania* it is mighty foft and frnooth* and almofl 
as fine as beaver wool* but the fluffs they make with it are not very ftrong, Camlets 
and filk* and worded druggets are made in the fame province. Goats-hair fluffs are 
made in Hyrcania, and near the gulf of Baflbra, There is fome callico-cloth made 
in Perfia, and they know how to paint and ftain it* but it is not comparable to the 
Indian callicoes. A merchant is a very honourable profellloa in Perfia, and the more 
fo, beeaufe there is no fuch thing as hereditary nobility, which defcends from father to 
fon ; as to thofe in great ports* their honour and their profits terminate with the office; 
and their lives and fortunes are both in perpetual hazards* efpecially under a u T eak and 
cruel Prince. The trader feeins more independent than any other fubjecl* and notwith¬ 
standing the government be defpotic, they are ufually encouraged* beeaufe they bring 
in a confiderable revenue to the crown ; and another thing is, the greateft minifters do 
not think the bufinefs of a merchant beneath them* even the Shah himfelf* within our 
remembrance* has had his faftors and agents in the neighbouring kingdoms* and ex¬ 
ported filks* brocades* carpets, and other rich goods* and his agents at the Mogul's 
court* and elfewbere, have frequently had the chara&er of ambaffadors conferred upon 
them* when indeed their bufinefs was chiefly commerce. 

All bufinefs of confequence is carried on in Perfia by brokers, who are very cunning; 
after they have agreed and talked over the matter at the fellers-houfe, they agree about 
the price upon their fingers* putting their hands under a cloth ; the finger's end it 
feems ft and for one* the bent finger for five, and the flraight for ten* the hand open for 
a hundred* and if fhut a thoufand * and they keep fo even a countenance all the while 
they are transacting-the affair, that it is iinpoffible for a ftunder-by to gather any thing 
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from tlie circumftances. But notwithftanding the Mahometans are the governing part 
of the country, they are not the greateft foreign traders. The Armenian Chnlbans, 
and Banians of India, have much the largeft fhare. _ 

The Mahometan Perfians trade from one province of their own country to another, 
and to India pretty much, but the Armenians manage the whole European trade ; one 
reafon whereof is, that the Mahometans do not care to go into Chriftian countries, 
becaule they cannot there obferve the cuftoms their religion prescribes, for then law it 
feems forbid them to eat fleili killed or dreffed by a man of a different religion, 01 dunk, 
out of the fame cup with him, and even prohihits the touching of perform in fomecit - 
cumftances, whom they look upon to be polluted. Another thing, which is a disad¬ 
vantage to their trade is, that the taking up money at intereft is unlawful, though they 
are at liberty to make what advantage they can in buying and felling. It appears nom 
hence, that from the very nature of their religion, all Mahometan powers Hand ex¬ 
cluded from commerce, and this is the true fecret of the decienfion ol their govern¬ 
ments ; for as trade produces flapping, as fliipping in proofs of time begets naval 
power, and as it is a maxim, juftified bv experience, as well as founded in reafon, that 
naval power will in the end get the better of all other power ; it follows that the Ma¬ 
hometans wanting this, can only prey upon each other by land, from whence revolu¬ 
tions in ppw®, but no acceffion of power can ever arife. Whereas if Chriftians fhoulJ, 
turn their arms upon the Mahometans, fo as to make conquefts, and come into pol- 
feffion of their countries, the cafe would be altered, their commerce would follow them, 
and the new erected principalities would in a Ihort fpaceof time acquire a naval power, 
and fo be in a condition to extend their conquefts at the expence of their Mahometan 
neighbours. - 

9. We are indebted to Mr. Lockyer for the beft, indeed for the only tolerable 
account we have of the method trade is carried on in Perfia, and therefore from him 
we mult borow what is neceffary for the reader’s information upon that fubjeeb- Their 
great weights are maunds only, and thefe differ according to the nature of the- 
commodities to be delivered by them. Sugar, copper, tutanag, all torts of drugs, &c. 
are fold by the maund fabrees; which in the factory and the cuftoin-houfe is neareft 
fix pounds and three quarters, avoirdupois; but in the bazar it is not above fix 
pounds and a quarter, which one ought to have regard to in buying out of the fhops. 

Eatables and all forts of fruit, as rice, raifins, prunels, almonds, onions, &c. are 
fold by the maund copara of feven pounds and three quarters in the factory, and from 
feven pounds and a quarter to feven pounds and a half in the bazar, line goods, as, 
gold, filver, mulk, acheen, camphire, bezoar, coral, amber, cloves and cinnamon, oils, 
dried china, filk, &c. are fold by the mifeal, fix of which are commonly counted ail 
avoirdupois ounce; its juft weight is 2 dw. 23 gr. 24d. ps. troy. The maund fliaw is 
two maund tabrees, ufed at Ifpahan. All bargains in Gambron are made for Ihahees, 
and the company keep their accounts in them, reckoning them worth four-pence each, 
though that coin is rarely met with, but in its ftead coz and mamoodas are current 
every where. Horfes, camels, houfes, &c. are generally fold by the toman, which 
is two hundred ihahees, or fifty abafles, and they uiually reckon their eftates that way; 
fuch a one, they fay, is worth"fo many tomans, as we fay, pounds in England. The. 
luree is ufed about Ifpahan, nor are abaffes to be got without allowing feven or eight 
per cent, for the difference in exchange, yet returns to Fort St. George, and other 
parts of India, are commonly made with them.- Next to thefe, zechins are the raolt 
profitable; there are feveral forts of them, but the Venetian is better than the reft by 
one aud a half or two per cent, at Surat, anti feveral other ports on the Malabar coafts, 
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whither vaft quantities are fent every year. When a parcel of Venetian ducals are 
mixed with others, the whole goes by the name of zechins of Surat; but when they 
are feparated, one fort is called Venetians, and all the others gubbers indifferently. 

The Englifli Eafi India Company, as has been obferved, do not only receive the 
him of three thoufand three hundred and thirty-three pounds fix {hillings and eight- 
pence of the government of Perfia, in lieu of the fervice the Company did them in 
taking the ifland of Orraus from the Portugueze, but they have au exemption alfo from 
cuftoms, and whatever fhips trade under their prote&ion have the like exemption, only 
paying the following port charges, viz. two per cent, on the tale of goods to the Com¬ 
pany, one per cent, confuiage to the agent, one per cent, to the broker. Boat or 
iranky hire for landing goods is thirty mamoodas per 2000 maund tabrees. Hamalg&e, 
or cooly hire at weighing, one coz of every twenty maund tabrees. The Company do 
not meddle at all with the trade between Perfia and India; this they leave altogether 
to their faftors and fervants, and to fuch country fhips and private traders as put them- 
feives under their proteftion, and are content to pay the port duties above-mentioned. 

It is to be obferved, that the Turkey company having always had an opportunity of 
fending great quantities into Perfia from Aleppo, abated much of the commerce which 
the agents of the Eaft-India company would otherwife have carried on in that empire. 
Of late the Ruffia company have alfo interfered in this trade, by trarifporting great 
quantities of Englifh goods by the Cafpian Sea; and it is generally believed, that ib 
long as we maintain an amicable correfpondence with the court of Peterfburgh, this 
trade will not only go on, but increafe, which muft be attended with great advantages 
to the nation. As this appears to be a matter of far greater confequence to us than 
any thing that has occurred in this fe&ion, it is but reafonable that the point fhould be 
fully explained, as well for the advantage of the prefent age, as for the benefit of 
pofterity. 

to. In order to fet this affair in as clear a light as it is poffible, we fhall obferve, 
that all foreign commodities are brought into Perfia by four great routes ; and that by 
each of thefe, more or lefs of Britifh commodities have been, or may be introduced 
into this country, where there always has been, and, if we are true to our interelf, 
there always muft be, a very high demand for them. Of thefe routes the firft is that of 
Balfora, or Baii'ora, a great city at the bottom of the Perfian Gulf, fubject toils own 
Prince, and a kind of emporium or magazine of Turkifh, Perfian, and Indian com¬ 
modifies. The goods that are brought hither for the Perfian market, come by land by 
the caravan from Aleppo, in about thirty days, and are tranfported from thence either 
to Bandar Abafli, or lfpahan. It is by this caravan that the Turkey company tranfport 
Englifh cloths into Perfia in exchange for filk, which they purchafe at Aleppo, and 
consequently this trade is either greater or lefs, according to the good correfpondence 
between the two empires of Turkey and Perfia. By this means alfo we were led into 
errors about carpets, leather, and other commodities which pafs for Turkifh, becaufe 
imported by the Turkey company from Turkey, though really of Perfian growth and 
manufacture. 

The next great route is that of Gambron, or Bandar Abafli, with refpect to which we 
have already given a large account from Mr. Lockyer. Goods are brought hither by 
fea, but not directly, as many apprehend, from England ; on the contrary, they come 
from fome Indian port, and consequently are charged with a very high freight, and with 
other incident charges, which render them very dear; notwilhftanding which, in times 
of peace, and when things are well fettled in Perfia, the Shah keeping his court at 
Ifpahan, there was large vent for them, and our agent there lived with all the pomp 
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and fplendour of a prince. The reader will eafily difcero from hence, how great a 
change miiil have been wrought in the traffic carried on by this canal, by the dis¬ 
turbances which lafted fo many years in Perfia, and by the change of the capital of 
that empire, which is now removed to a prodigious diftance from Bendar Abaffi ; and if 
he defires any proof of this fa£t, their calling the Englilh agents from Ifpahan and 
Bandar Abaffi may pafs for inconteftible evidence. 

The third route is that through India to Soft, which, as we have fliewn in the de- 
fcription of the Perfian empire, is the eaftern magazine, as Bandar Abaffi is the fouth- 
ern, and Baffaro is the weftem for all that enter into Perfia. By this means it is very 
far from being impoffible that the Eafl India Company fhould introduce Englifh goods 
into this empire; but whether they are actually carried thither by this road, is more 
than I am able to fay j and if they are, I prefume it is done by Indian, Armenian, or - 
Jewifh merchants. 

The fourth or Iaft route is by the Cafpian Sea, and the Englifh commodities that are 
fent this way, mu ft of neceffity pafs through Ruffia. For the carrying on this trade, 
magazines mult be erefted at Aftracan, and from thence the goods are tranfported into 
the provinces of Gilan or Aftrabat; from which Iaft province the caravans go in a week 
to Mefched, which is the prelent capital of Perfia. 

It may be faid that this is going a great way about, and taking a vaft compafs before 
our goods arrive at market. To this there are two anfwers; the firft is, that let the 
inconveniencies that attend this commerce be what they will, they mull be borne, for 
we have before fliewn that little or nothing can now be expected from tranfporting of 
goods to Bandar Abaffi, much lefs from Aleppo, which lies ftill at a much greater dif- 
tance from Mefched; fo that we are under the neceffity of taking this compafs, if we 
will not entirely lofe the Perfian commerce, and therefore it is to no purpofe to com¬ 
plain, even fuppofing the obje&ion were well grounded. The fecond is, that- there is 
not either truth or force in the objection; for goods may be tranfported from Pe- 
rerfburg from thence, through Ruffia to Aftracan, crofs the Cafpian to Gilan, and 
fo to Mefched, and the returns made the fame way in half the time that they could be 
made by the way of Gambron. 

We may add to this, that we now go to the market and fell our goods, or rather 
barter them, for Perfian filk upon the fpot, whereas formerly we went a great way 
about; and notwithftanding this, the Perfian factors went alfo a great way to get at 
us, fince before we could fhip the Perfian filk, it muft either be carried by land to- 
Aleppo, which was three months’ journey, or to Bandar Abafli, which was above two. 
Befides, it is highly probable, that when our commerce at Mefched is as well fixed as 
it was at Ifpahan, we fhall be able to tranfport Englifh cloths into the remoteft parts of 
Tartary, and thereby reap mod of thofe advantages that were heretofore wifhed for 
and cxpe&ed from the difcovery of a north-weft paflage. It was by this very canal, 
and in fpite of all the inconveniencies with which it has been fuppoled to be attended, 
that the Dutch difpofed of prodigious quantities of their cloths in Perfia, which for that 
purpofe were bought up by the Armenian merchants ; and it was by this way alfo that 
the French were in hopes of eftablifbing a trade to Perfia, as appears by a very curious 
memoir prefented to the French miniftry upon that head, the fubjeft of which is inferted 
in the Dictionary of Commerce, one of the heft and inert ufeful works that was ever 
publifhed : but there is ftill fomewhat behind with which the reader ought to be ac¬ 
quainted, in order to frame a true notion of the value and importance of this trade, 
about which fo many difputes have been of late years railed in this kingdom. 
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u. We have already enumerated the commodities of Perfia, and fliall not therefore 
pretend to meddle with them again ; for, in order to give the reader a view of the trade 
of this empire, it will be fufficient for our prefent purpofe to infift barely upon the filk, 
of which there are four forts; the firfl is, that which in Perfia they call ihirvan, but 
which we in Europe call hardafs; the fecond, is what they call karvary, but we ufually 
flyle it legee or rather legy, from the little town of Legiam in Gilan, from whence the 
greateft part of it is brought; the third is in their language called ked-coda-penlend, 
which is as much as to fay, tradefinen’s filk; the lafl is what they and we call fherbaffie, 
or, as the common people ftyle it, Turkey filk, from the miitake which has been fo 
often mentioned. 

Of all thefe kind of filks, the provinces of Georgia, Gilan, Mezanderau, Shirwan, 
Chorafan and Kirman, produce annually, about twenty-two thoufand bales, each of 
about two hundred and fourfeore pounds weight. Of thefe it is computed, that not 
above two thoufand bales are wrought up in all the manufactures of Perfia, from the 
coarfefl: carpets, to the riqheft brocades. At this rate, there are between five and fix 
millions of pounds of filk yearly, carried out of Perfia, and as it is worth about ten 
{hillings a pound on the fpot, the reader will eafily apprehend, that raw filk is a kind of 
gold mine to the Perfians, fince it furniflies them with between two and three millions 
annually, above one-half of which is received in ready money. 

In the next place it is to be {hewn, how the bringing in valt quantities of filk turns 
to the advantage of this nation. In refpedt to our filk manufactures, what we bring of 
this fort ferves only for the fhoote, for the warp of all our raw filks is, as we have elfe- 
where told the reader, organzine or Italian filk, which is prodigioufly dear. If there¬ 
fore we can abate the price of this, we may the better afford to pay for that; or if we 
can obtain the quantities we want, in exchange for our manufactures, this will prove a 
very great faving; and whatever can be fayed in this way, will enable us to work fo 
much the cheaper. 

It has been fuggefted, that it might be attended with inconveniencies for our Turkey 
and Ruffia Companies to interfere with each other in this trade, which I confefs, fui%. 
paffes my comprehenfion; and I am fo far from believing that any bad confequences 
will refult from thence, that I think it may be demonftrated, this is the only, or at 
lead the moll practicable and belt, method of making companies ufeful, by engaging 
them to vie with each other in exporting Britilh commodities and manufactures, and 
provided this can be done, it is of no real confequence to the nation who does it. But 
there is another thing that, joined to this, would be of ltill greater confequence, and 
that is, the Eaft-India Companies, exerting themfelves in procuring of filk from China, 
which would fupply the place of the Piedmontefe or organzine filk; and thus by the 
united efforts of thefe three companies, it is very pofiible that twenty or thirty per cent, 
might be laved in the prime colt of filk to this nation ; and of what prodigious benefit 
fuch a faving would prove in our manufactures, and how much it would contribute to 
enable us to work cheaper than our neighbours, I leave every fenfible and ltudious 
reader to judge. 

I know very well, that in order to bring fuch a project as this to bear, there mult 
be fome application made to parliament for an alteration in the duties ; and I am per- 
fuaded that no great difficulty would be found in obtaining this, if the reafonablencfs 
of the thing was fairly fhewn, and as it might be, fully made out. Our great misfor¬ 
tune is, that commerce is not fufficiently explained or underttood, the realon of which 
l take to be, that none concern themfelves about the theory, but thefe who are engaged 
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in the practice} and as thefe muft be always interefted, it will very rarely happen that 
they can be impartial judges. It is from this motive that I have fo often turned my pen 
to this fubjeS, with a view, if poflible, to excite a more general attention to what is 
certainly in itfelf the mod confiderable and important object of all political con-- 
federations*. 
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AN ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF PERSIA, 

THE NATURE OF THE SHAKES POWER* THE DISTRIBUTION OF CIVIL* ECCLESIAS¬ 
TICAL AND MILITARY GFFXES, THE INTERIOR POLICY OF THE EMPIRE* THE 
REGULAR FORCES KEPT UP THERE, BOTH HORSE AND FOOT, AND THE NATURE 
JIND AMOUNT OF THE PUBLIC REVENUES* 

THE WHOLE DIGESTED 1HTO ORDER FROM THE BEST AUflOKITIES. 


I. An Introductory Account of the Reafon and SubjeB of this SeBion, in •which the Con - 
Jlitution of arbitrary Monarchies is explained, and applied to the prefent Purpofe. — 2. Of 
the Power ofthePcrfan Monarch , how far abfolute and terrible; and how, notwith- 
Jlanding, mild and equal enough, with refpecl to the Bulk of the People. — 3. Of the 
ConjUtuthn of the P erf an Court, the principal Officers therein , their Remits and Subor¬ 
dination , and the Duties of their refpeBive Offices. — 4. Of the EcdefiaJUcal Conftsta¬ 
tion in Perfa, and the Difference between the Head of the Mahometan Church there, 
and in Turkey. — 5. Of the Government of the Provinces , the feveral Checks contrived 
for the Safety of the Prince, and the Prefervation of his Subjects. — 6, Of the Regular 
Troops or old Standing Army of the Perftan Empire, how compofed, under what Dif- 
cipline, a?id the Methods by which it was fulffifled. — 7. Of the new Standing Army 
introduced 'by the Shahs . inti rely dependent upon them, how modeled and provided for, 
and corrupted and rendered ufelefs. — 8. Of the Art Military among the Perfans, their 
Manner of making War, sibling ojfenftvely, defenfvely. and particularly their Methodfor 
Jecuring themfelves againjl Invafons. — 9. Some farther Obfervations on the military 
Affairs of this Empire , on the Advantages enjoyed by, and the Difadvantages under 
which the Perfans labour , from the Regulations eflabliffied amongft them in this 
rcfpeB. — 10. Of the State of Property in this Empire, whence the Imperial Revenues 
arife , hew levied, and their Amount. — 11. Obfervations and Remarks on feveral 
Particulars delivered in the Courfe of this SeBion. 

t. \ S at this juncture the Perfian empire, by the murder of the Shah Nadir, is in 
/l fuch confulion, that it may be in fome meafure confidered as diffolved and no 
longer a government at all; fo it might feem excufable, if we had pafled by this fe&ion 
altogether; yet confidering that even in abfolute monarchies, revolutions are but con- 
vulftve motions, and that as foon as they ceafe the body politic recovers its natural con¬ 
stitution, we could not but think it very requifite, for the reader’s information, that 
a view fhould be given of the form of the Perlian government, and this for three rea- 
fons: firft, becaufe we are very apt to confound all abfolute monarchies one with an¬ 
other, and to fuppofe that there neither is, nor well can be, any difference between 
them ; whereas, in truth, the form of liich governments may, and actually do vary, 
as much as any other of the milder forms, as the reader will fee by this inftance. 
Secondly, of all the abfolute monarchies in the eaft, the conftitution of the Perfians 
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was very juftly held to be the beft; and therefore it deferves, of all others, to be re¬ 
presented to the view of the reader, who from hence will learn by what modification 
the arbitrary power of a fovereign may be rendered in fotne meafure beneficial to his 
fubje&s. Thirdly, becaufe, in all human probability, the Britifh nation may hereafter 
have a clofer communication with and enter into a more extended trade amongft the 
inhabitants of Perfia than in times pail; fo that it is highly requifite we ihould enter, 
at leaft, briefly, into a fubject that may to us or our pofterity become of extraordinary 
importance. 

It is by no means fit that fo large and fo regular a collection as this fliould be governed 
by temporary views, or that we fliould take the liberty, becaufe this country is at pre- 
fent unfetded, to flip over its government, which we have a moral certainty will be 
re-eftabli fhed, perhaps before this very collection is completed. Befides all this, there 
are a great variety of articles which naturally fall within the compafs of this fcCtion, that 
tend to give us a fuller and more perfeCt notion of the ftate of this empire and its inha¬ 
bitants, than can be obtained by the perufal of any fingle book of travels, in which the 
ftate of the country is represented, as it flood at the time the author vifited it: but 
notwithftanding that, the force of thefe confiderations have determined us to infert this 
feclion; we /hall not forget the obligation we are under to keep things within their due 
bounds, and fliall therefore labour to deliver, as fuccinaly as it is poffible, without pre¬ 
judice to their perfpicuity, the feveral articles that we -think ourfelves obliged to handle 
for the reader’s inftruction and entertainment, and in order to render our account of 
Perfia confident with the general plan of this work. 

2. The Shah of Perfia is an abfolute monarch, and has the lives and eftates of his 
fubjects entirelyat his difpofal. There is no prince in the world more implicitly obeyed; let 
his orders be ever fo unjuft, or given at a time when he is fo little matter of his reafon that 
he knows not what he fays or does, nothing can fave the greateft fubjeCt if he determines 
to deprive him of his life or his eftate; neither zeal for his perfoa, merit, or paft fervices, 
will avail in the leaft. If he be in a humour to ruin them, it is done by a word of his 
mouth, or by a fign, and executed in an inftant, without any form of law or evidence 
of fads. The common people, who are at a diftance from the court, have much the 
better of the quality in this refpeCt; there are very feldom inftances of any oppreffion 
or fevere judgments executed upon thefe, but they feera to enjoy as much fecurity as in 
any country in the world; and perhaps the magiftrates are the more inclined to govern 
equitably, in regard they know nothing can Ikreen them from the refentment of their 
Sovereign, if they are guilty of any finifter practices. The Perfians, out of confidence, 
it is faid, obey all the commands of their Prince without referve, and believe that his 
orders ought to be obeyed againft the very laws of nature, infomuch, that if the fon be 
commanded to he his father’s executioner, or the father the ion’s, it muft be complied 
with: but if he command any thing in prejudice of their religion, they are not obliged 
to him, but ought to fuffer any thing rather than violate the law of God. 

Yet nothing makes the Perfian government appear fo tyrannical, as the cuftom of 
executing the governors of provinces, and great officers of ftate, without giving them 
an opportunity of making their defence, or being informed of the crime they are charged 
with. It is ufual for the Shah two or three times in a year to fend every governor the 
calaat, or royal veil, and thefe are fent by fuch perfons as the court intends a favour to ; 
for the charn or governor to whom they are fent, always makes a confiderable prefeat 
to the mefienger. 

When he comes within two or three miles of the place where the governor refides, 
the meffenger fends him word to come and receive the calaat, but inftead of a fine coat, 
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the governor is fometimes presented with a halter, and is difpatched without any farther 
ceremony. 

This makes the governors very circumfpect in their conduct, and they are always 
under difmal apprehenfions when they hear the calaat is arrived, knowing how common 
it is to have their bell actions mifreprefented to their Prince. The Perfians fay in de¬ 
fence of this practice, that the court feldom proceeds with that feverity but in extraor¬ 
dinary cafes, where the fact is notorious, and there is danger of rebellion, if they Ibould 
cite the perfon accufed to anfwer; that if it be otherwife, they always give him an 
opportunity of anfwering his charge. 

As for thofe about the court, whom the Shah fooks upon as Haves he has purchafed,. 
he does not think himfelf obliged to obferve thefe formalities, but dooms them to be 
puniDied, or put to death, as he fees fit. The Shah,of Pfcrfia has no council of flate, as. 
in the European governments, but he afts as he is advifed by his prime miaifter and 
great officers; that which moft perplexes the miniftry, is the cabals that are carried on 
by the women in the haram ; the refolutions that are taken here frequently thwart their 
bell laid fchemes, and the minifters do not only run the rifk of having their couofels- 
rejected, but they very often turn to their own deftruftion, if they are not fuitable to the 
inclinations of the ladies moll in favour. This is not an evil peculiar to Perfia, but a. 
kind of curfe, throughout all eaftern courts; and perhaps-ibme in the weft are not 
altogether free from it. 

3. The royal family of Perfia are, generally fpeaking, more unhappy than the Princes 
of the Ottoman blood, for though they are not put to death fo frequently as the for¬ 
mer, yet they ufuallv have their eyes put out, and live in that miferable condition many 
years. They have the Tartar title of Mirza added to their names, which is equivalent 
to our title of Highnefs, and is never given but to thofe of the imperial line. Thefirft 
minifter in the empire is the atamadoulet, a word which fignifies the fupport of the 
empire. In petitions, or when they fpeak to him, they ftyle him the Grand Vizier, or 
Vizier Azem. No bufinefs of confequence is tranfafted in the ftate but by the direction 
ef this minifter, nor any grant or aft of ftate of the Shah’s held to be valid, till counter- 
fealed by him. 

The reafon whereof is faid to be, that their Shahs being bred np in the women’s 
apartment, and perfeftly ignorant in affairs of ftate, it is neceffary, for the fafety of the 
people, and the prefervation of the government, that their orders Jhould be confideredi 
by tome wife minifter before they are put in execution. The grand viziers in Turkey, 
it is obferved, feldom die a natural deathon the other hand, the prime minifter of 
Perfia, if it be thought fit to difeharge him, is ufually permitted to retire, and end his 
days, in peace with his family. The fecond poll in the government is that of the divan 
beghisor bey. This great inagiftrate is the laft refort in all caufes, civil and criminal, 
unlefs where the Shah in perfon fits in judgment. The divan bey can command any 
caufe to be removed to his tribunal, from any court in the kingdom; and during the 
late reigns it has not been known that their Shahs have ever fat in a court of juftice, or 
concerned themfelves in examining the decrees of the divan beghi. 

In the third rank come the generals, and firft the generaliflimo, when there is one. 
The next place is the general of the courtchis, which are a body of thirty thoufand 
horfe, of Turk or Tartar original. The third is the general of mulketeers, a body which 
lerve on horfeback, but fight on foot like our dragoons. The fourth is the general of 
the coulars, or royal Haves, as they are called; and the laft the matter of the ordnance. 
After the generals, the vacanavilh, or fecretary of ftate, poffeffes the next poll. This 
officer registers the public afts, and has the care of the records; he aifo appoints a 
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deputy m every province of the empire, who tranfmits all affairs of confequence to him 
to be laid before the miniihy. The Iait great officer is the mirab, or lord of the water. 
Every province has its particular mirab, who takes care to diltribute the waters of the 
rivers and aqued lifts in fuch proportion, that every part of the country may have an 
equal Ihare. 

Thefe are all the principal officers of ftate. Thofe of the houlhold are firft the nasir, 
who is both lord treasurer and fteward, and it is with this gentleman that all ambaffadors 
and foreigners tranfaft their affairs, but there is a comptroller, and feveral other officers, 
which are a check upon him, as he is on the prime minifter, and thofe two have a very 
great influence in the court of Perfia. But to. prevent the Shah’s treai'ury being mifap- 
plied, no fums are paid out of the treafury, but the order paffes under the feals of the 
prime minifter, the nazir, the divan bey, and two other officers of the revenue. . The 
next is the ichicagafi balfa, who commands all that attend in the outward palace, and 
the guards. 

When the Shah goes out, this lord marches before him with a great ftaff, covered 
with gold and precious ftones; he does not lit, as feveral officers do of inferior quality, 
but ftands always ready to obey Elis Imperial Majefty’s orders, and fee them execnced. 
And after him is the great huntfman, who has not lefs than a thoufand huntfmen and 
falconers under him. After this officer the principal phyfician and principal aftrologer 
take place, which are ports of great honour and profit. 

4. As to ecclefiaftical officers in this empire, the grand pontiff is ufually ftyled the 
fedre in Perfia; they alfo give him the titles of prince, head of the true church, fubfti- 
tute of Mahomet, and lieutenant of the twelve imans, or caliphs, who fucceeded their 
patriarch Haly. The churchmen and bigotted part of the Perfians hold, that the domi¬ 
nion of the laity is in ufurpation, and that the government belongs of right to the 
high prieft ; but that of the majority is, that the regal power exercifed by their Princes 
is derived from God, and that the high prieft and his brethren ought not to meddle with 
politics, yet the fedre and his fubftitutes are the- ordinary judges in all civil as well as 
ecclefiaftical caufes; lawyer and divine are terms of the fame fignification in Perfia, their 
ecclefiaftical and civil laws being indeed the fame. The temporal judges have no writ¬ 
ten laws to go by, but their decrees are founded upon ancient cuftom, or the equity 
of the cafe, and the judges in their temporal courts are ufually men of the fword. The 
fedre is the fupreme judge in the ecclefiaftical courts, and takes place in all public 
affemblies next to the atamadoulet, or prime minifter. 

The fecond ecclefiaftical judge is the ancient of the law, whom the Perfians ftyla 
cheik iflam j his jurifdiftion is little inferior to the fed re’s, and the people feldom appeal 
from one of thefe courts to the other, but to the divan beghi, who is the fupreme judge 
in all caufes, ecclefiaftical as well as temporal. The cadi is the third ecclefiaftical judge 
in Perfia; he takes cognizance of the fame caufes with the two former, but his authority 
is confined to fome particular town or diftrift. The mufti is the fourth, who has not 
that authority here as in Turkey, for he cannot controul or reverfe the proceedings of 
inferior courts, but is reverenced, however, as a perfon well (killed in the ecclefiaftical 
laws, and his opinion frequently demanded by the other judicatures, who, notwithftand- 
ing, aft as they think fit. Thefe judges do not fit all in one court, but have each; their 
refpeftive tribunal, and the people apply indifferently to the one or other, as they are 
inclined. 

5. There is in every province of this empire a chan and a vizier; the vizier has the 
government of all thofe towns and villages which are the King’s demefne lands, or which 
belong to the crown in propriety, and the chan of the province in general.. Tins word 
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chan, or ciiun, as we pronounce it, and cham, fignify the fame thing, namely, a 
puiffant or mighty prince j and this is the title of all the Tartar Princes in Afta; and 
the Perfian provinces being of the extent of kingdoms, and formerly diftinft fovereign- 
ties, the Perfian court have thought fit to give their governors the titles of Sovereign 
Princes ; and the Shah of Perfia is frequently ftvled now, as his predeceffors of old. 
King of Kings. Indeed the chans, in their refpeftive provinces, live almoft in as much 
ftate as their fovereigns, having exactly the fame kind of officers as are in the Shah’s 
court, with the fame titles, there being i'carce any difference but in numbers and penfions. 
The chan commands the militia of the province, and affigns lands for their maintenance; 
he reviews them at certain times, and fees that they are fit for fervice, their arms and 
horfes in good order, and that they all perform their exereifes well $ but every 
foldier is permitted to live in his own houfe in time of peace. 

The chans, or governors of provinces, have their polls for life, and if they behave 
well, their children after them. There are two degrees of thefe chans, the great eft is 
called beglerbeg, or lord of lords ;~the other is ftyied coulembeg, or lord of Haves. 
The governors of the frontier provinces are for the moft part beglerbegs, as the chan 
©f Armenia, from whom the chans of Churs, Marega, and other diftrifts, in time of war, 
receive their orders, and are obliged to march under his ftandard. Sometimes thefe 
inferior governments are made independent of the chan of the province. In every 
province there are three officers put in by the government, who are independent of the 
chan, namely, the Janitelim, his lieutenant, the vizier, or receiver-general of the 
Shah’s revenues, who hath alfo the management of the lands belonging to the crown, 
and the government of all places where the crown lands lie ; and the vacanavifh, or 
fecretary, whofe bufinefs is to take an account of all tranfaftions of moment in the pro¬ 
vince, and tranfinit them to court. 

One principal defign of placing thefe officers about the chan, is to obferve his conduct, 
and oppofe him if he ffiouid undertake any thing againft the ftate. Befides thefe, the 
governors of cities and caftles, who are called darogas, are put in direftly by the Shah, 
and have their lieutenants and vacanavifh alfo independent of them; and the fame 
perfon who is governor of the city is never made governor of the fortrefs which belongs 
to it. The ininifters of ftate, and generals of armies, have alfo their lieutenants and 
comptrollers to fuperintend their conduct, with fecret orders how to aft on certain 
emergencies; but it is obferved, that unlefs in matters where the fafety of the ftate is 
concerned, thofe officers have a very good underftanding, and agree fo well together, 
that the Shah is no lefs cheated and deceived than if the management was in one hand! 
Befides, the daroga or governor, the vizier, and vacanavift, there are alfo in every 
town the cadi, or civil judge, before whom all ordinary caufes are heard; the head 
officer among the trading people, the provoft or fheriff; and every particular trade has 
a warden or niafter. I here is an officer alfo who has a watch, and is principally con¬ 
cerned in keeping the peace in every great town in the night time. 

The governor of every town is the judge in the laft refort in criminal and civil cafes 
too, if he pleafes to interpofe, and may inflict any pains on offenders fhort of death. 
Capital punifhments are very rare in Perfia, and the fen fence is, in moft cafes, paffed 
by the Shah himfeif. The ufual punifliment is a fine, which always goes to the Shah 
or rather to the governor of the province, who generally brings the crown indebted to 
him in his accounts. When a governor or vizier is fent into any province, he has his 
infti uftions in writing ; wherein are contained the extent of his government! of the 
revenues, and the maimer in which he is to treat the people; and inftruftibns, in like 
manner, are given to every qfficer of ftate when he enters'on his poft. On the other 
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hand* when a governor or other officer returns from his command, which he never 
does but by exprefs order of the court, he waits without at the gate of the palace, and 
gives notice by fome of his friends of his arrival, and that he begs to throw himfelf at His 
Imperial Majefty's feet * whereupon orders are ufually given for his admittance ; but 
fem crimes, if the perfon has mifbehaved in his poll, in/tead of an anfwer in the ordinary 
ftyle, orders are iflued to take off his head, 

6* The Perfians are naturally a brave people, but the {loth and ina&ivity of their 
Princes had of late rendered them not fo formidable as they ufed to be. In the laft 
century, under Abbas the Great, they made confiderable conquefts on the fide of 
Turkey, as well as India, though their troops were always much inferior in number to 
the armies either of the Grand Signior or Great Mogul; but they funk in our time fa 
much below what they were in that reign, that every little Tartar and Arabian Prince 
infulted their frontiers, and robbed them of fome part of their territories, before the 
late Shah Nadir affumed the government. 

The forces of Perfia are divided into the troops of the /late and the Shah's, The 
troops of the flate are entertained by the governors of the refpeftive provinces, and paid 
out of certain lands appropriated for that purpofe, and are divided into militia and 
regular troops. The regular troops are called courtchis ; they were originally of Tar* 
tary, a /lout hardy race of people who lived in tents. Thefe are thefoldiers which are 
properly called Coofelba/hes, or Red-heads, fo ftyled when they came to the afliftance 
of Cheic Sefi, the founder of the late Imperial family ; for which fervice he allowed 
them the honour of wearing red caps or turbans, of a particular form, like that he wore 
himfelf. Thefe coofelba/hes remained in their tents, as well in time of peace as war ; 
and employed themfelves in feeding, buying and felling of cattle, from whence they 
were called courtchis, or fliepherds. 

The fervice they did to Cheic Sefi, and their zeal for the religion of the Imans, pro* 
cured them great refpedl, and they pofleffed the chief ports both in the court and army ; 
and from thefe the Perfiah foldiery, and afterwards all the Perfians in general, obtained 
the appellation of coofelba/hes, a name formidable to the Indians, Turks, and Tartars 
in the laft age ; and it was by this generation that the Turki/h language was introduced 
into the court of Perfia, and the northern parts of that kingdom, where they fpeak it 
much more than the Perfian. The coofelba/hes held the firft rank in the kingdom till 
the reign of Abbas the Great, who endeavoured to fupprefs them upon account of the 
unreafonable influence he obferved they had in all affairs of ftate, depofing and fetting 
up what princes they thought fit, like the Turki/h janizaries. He was fo jealous of his 
own fon, on account of the refpefl: he had obferved they paid him, that he eaufed him 
to be put to death, and difperfed the coofelba/hes in fmall detachments through all the 
the provinces of the empire. Thefe troops ferve on horfeback, carrying a bow and 
arrows, a fword, poniard, and lance, with a hatchet at the faddle-lkirts ; and for defen- 
five arms have a fhield and helmet; they are commanded always by their own officers* 
and their general is called Courchibathi, or commander of the courtchis. 

Both the courtchis and militia have their pay out of the lands of the ftate of the refpec- 
tive provinces, and enjoy it asxheir inheritance, from father to fon, if they do not refufe 
to bear arms : they are obliged to march to the place of rendezvous on twelve hours* 
notice, and every year pafs in review before a commi/Tary fent from court, or before 
the governor of the province. 

7. The troops of the Shah are two bodies, which Abbas the Great inftituted. One 
confifts of twelve thoufand men, and are called the mulketeess, becaufe inftead of bows 
and arrows they carry mufkets, and though they march on horfeback, yet like our 
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dragoons they fight on foot. Shah Abbas ufed to oppofe them to the Turkifli janizaries, 
of whom he had obferveil the enemy made great advantage in their engagements with 
him. Before this time neither foot-foldier or fire-arms were ever heard of in Perfia, 
and their neighbours the Tartars have no foot among them to this day. The other 
body confided of ten thoufand horfe ; thefe were called coulars, and carried fire-arms 
alfo inftead of bows. They were called coulars or Haves, to fignify their devotion to 
their fovereign ; or asfome lay, becaufe they come from thofe countries from whence 
the Perfians had their Haves, as Georgia, Circaflia, &c. Part of them are fcnt as pre- 
fcnts to the Shah when they are young ; and the reft are defended from the people 
of thofe countries, who are fettled in Perfia. They alinoft all profefs the Mahometan 
religion, though defccnded from Chriftian parents. Abbas the Great had a particular 
affection for this bcdy, and ufed to call them his horfe janizaries. They are tall and 
well-made feilovvs, in whofe courage and fidelity the Shah has a particular confidence; 
for as they fcarce know the country or relations from whence they fprang, and can have 
no other views, than to recommend themfelves to their mailer by their fervices, they 
are entirely devoted to the Crown, and obey every order without hesitation ; and from 
among thefe, the court ufually prefers men to the higheft pofts; fo that confidcring the 
number of Georgian women which are married into Perfia, and the pofts the men who 
derive themfelves from thence poffefs, the Perfian court may, one half of them, pro¬ 
bably, be of Georgian extraction. 

It is obferved, that in Perfia, as well as India, the word flave is an honourable 
title, and preferable to that of fubjeCl: nay, a certain French author tells us, that the 
word Koulam Shah, or King’s Have, is equal to that of Marquis in France ; becaufe all 
that have that denomination are fure to be preferred to fome poll if they behave well. 
Befides thefe there are two other jfmall bodies, the one called Sophis or Sephis, inllituted 
fora guard to the King’s perfon by Cheik Sefi ; thefe are not above two hundred men, 
and wear the Sophi’s cap on their heads, and for their arms have a fabre, a poniard, 
and an axe, which they carry on their Ihoulders. The fecond, called the Ziezari, or 
the fix hundred, who are all of the fize of grenadiers, ftout young fellows, inllituted 
by Abbas the Second for a guard to liis perfon, anno 1654. The monarchs of Perfia 
before that time had no guards in the palace, or when they went abroad, for the 
fephis only ferved to make a Ihow at feftivals and on public occalions; they wear 
long red caps of the form of a fugar-loaf, and their arms are a mufket, fabre, and 
poniard, which are adorned with filver, and exceeding fine; they are under the 
command of the general of the mulketcers, and a fmall party of them do duty at the 
palace gates. 

All the the troops of Perfia are comprehended under thefe two names of courtchis 
and coulars, that is, lhepherds or Haves, by which they underftand the foldiers of the 
old or new eftablilhment. The Shah finds all the troops with horfes, arms, and accou¬ 
trements ; but every man provides himfclf with clothes according to his fancy, the fol¬ 
diers having no particular livery, any more than the fervants of the King’s ho Lifehold, or 
of any great man. There was in the reign of Abbas the Great a body of twelve thoufand 
men, that belonged to the artillery, but they were dilcharged in the reign of Abbas the 
Second, and the Perfians had no artillery, unlefs fome ufelefs guns in the front of the 
palace at lfpahan, and in fome other great towns, which are more for Ihow than fervice, 
till they were new difciplined of late years by Shah Nadir. 

8. Their armies were never large, confidering the extent of the empire: Abbas the 
Great, who made fuch confiderable conquefts, had never more than a hundred and 
twenty thoufand men in his fervice in all the provinces ; and the foldiers have been fo 
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111 paid in the late reigns, that they have deferted, and gone into foreign fervice, or ap¬ 
plied therafelves to other employments, which the courtiers winked at, putting their 
pav in their pockets, and never filling up their places. The Perlian troops not being 
troubled with artillery or baggage, make prodigious fwift marches, and fall upon an 
enemy frequently in his camp or quarters, wirh incredible fury, when he leafl fufpects 
fuch a vifit. At other times they cut off his provifions, and turn the waters from their 
-ufual courfe; and having fufficiently harafled him in a long march through a defert 
country, when he is fatigued and difpirited, fall upon him. When an enemy makes 
head againlt them they will fly till they have drawn him into fome difadvantageous 
ground, and then return to the charge again. 

In their retreat, as has been obferved, they flioot more arrows than when they ad¬ 
vance ; as hiftory acquaints us was the practice of the ancient Parthians. The Perfians 
never throw up any intrenchraents about their camps, their fortification is fome moun¬ 
tain or difficult pafs ; but in fieges they intrench, and ufually take a place by under¬ 
mining it; and, it is thought, that no people underftand mining and fubterraneous 
works better than the Perfians. It was thus they took Erivan, the capital of Armenia, 
from the Turks the laft time. This city, in a very fliort fpace, found almoft every part 
of it undermined ; but as the Perfians do not trouble themfelves with artillery, fo neither 
have they any bread-waggons or futlers amongft them, and yet their camp is generally 
as well fupplied as a camp need to be, the country people continually following them 
with provifions. Indeed, as rice and fruit is almoft all they want, it can be no difficult 
matter to fupply fuch fmall bodies as take the field inPerfia, efpecially as they are per¬ 
petually in motion, and feldom ftay long in a camp. 

When they are apprehenfive of an invafion, their conftant method is to withdraw 
all the people on the frontiers, and deftroy the country in fuch a manner as the enemy 
may find nothing to fubfift on, not leaving fo much as a fpire of grafs, or a tree upon 
the ground; but they give the hufbandmen time to fecure their grain, fruits, and 
forage, by burying them, with moft part of their utenfils, in deep pits, which they will 
do in fuch a manner that it is almoft impoffible to difcover them; and as the earth is 
very dry, they receive no manner of damage. The army having thus deftroyed the 
country for eight days’journey together, they encamp near it in feparate bodies, and 
as they fee occafion, fall upon the enemy and diftrefs him in his march ; fometimes 
they fall upon one quarter of his camp and fometimes on another, in the night-time j 
and if they cannot by this means put a flop to his march, they retire farther into the 
country, dliving the people (till before them, and deftroying every thing as before ; 
and by thefe means they have defeated the greateft Turkifh armies. 

When the enemy are retired every man returns to his lands again. As for the 
houfcs, thofe of the common people are no great lofs, they are foon run up with clay 
or fuch materials as they find upon the place. The Perfians are faid to found their 
conduct upon this dilemma; either the enemy will invade us with great numbers, or 
but few ; if he brings great numbers, confidering the extent of defert ground he muff 
march over, it is impoffible he fliould fubfift; if their numbers are but fmall, we fhall 
harafs them in their march fill they come to nothing, without running the hazard of 
a battle. 

g. The Perfians are excellent markfinen, as well with their fire-arms, as their bows 
and arrows. Their colours are made of rich filks, in much the fame manner as our 
horfe ftandards; for a device they write fome pafiage of the Alcoran, or part of their 
confeflion of faith, and fometimes have a lion, with the fun riling over his back, wrought 
in them. The great ftandard-bearer, whom they call Alenidar Balia, is one of their 
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principal military officers. The management of the foldiers’ pav is much commended,, 
becaufe they do not fuifer it to pafs tlirough their officers’ hands, but every man receives 
it of the farmers of fuch lands as are appropriated for that purpofe; the officer’s pay is 
very good j the general of the mu&eteers, and the general of the coulars, have each of 
them above three thoufand pounds a year; and as the lands affigned for the payment 
of it are valued mighty low, it is thought to amount to four times as much. 

In time of peace they ufually keep a body of fix or feven thoufand men in Chaldea 
towards Babylon, to prevent the incurfions of the roving Arabs. The governor of 
Armenia has about five thoufand men under his command, and the governor of Georgia 
a like number. In Chorafan they have ufually eight thoufand men to bridle the 
Ufbeck Tartars, and filch another body in the province of Caudahar, towards India, 
and thefe troops being the out-guards of the empire, and almoft in conftant action, were 
efteemed|pretty good ; but as for the reft, who are cantoned in the inland country, they 
enjoyed fo long a peace, that even travellers obferve, they had not the air of foldiers. 

In thofe parts of the country where they have fea for a boundary, they keep fcarce 
any troops, infomuch, that in Gilanand Mazanderan, which lie on the Cafpian Sea, the 
Coflacs have landed final! parties, and plundered the country for feveral days together ; 
and here the Mufcovites very lately fixed theinfelves with very little oppofition, though 
it be one of the richeft and molt fertile countries in the empire. The Perfian generals 
are perplexed with nothing fo much as the ftupid conduft of the court, in attending to 
the predictions of their aftrologers. Thefe men are ever averfe to war, becaufe they 
are obliged to take the field with the Prince, and therefore feldom fail to pronounce 
it unlucky to enter into one on any confideration whatever; and if ever they are 
brought to approve of a war, they mult prognoflicate the lucky minute when to en¬ 
camp, and when to march, &c. So that the generals lofe the great advantages which 
might be made fometimes, by waiting till they conlult the ftars. The favourite women, 
and the eunuchs are no lefs averfe to war than the aftrologers; for in lofmg their 
Prince they lofe their all, and, therefore, they conftanly fall in with the aftrologers, to 
divert their lord from every enterprize which carries a race of danger. 

All this mult be underftood of the old line of which Thamas the fon of Huflein, 
depofed by Mer-Weys, and afterwards reftored, depofed again, and at laft put to death 
by Thamas Kuli Kan, or with his privity, who thereupon affimied the title of Shah 
Nadir, was the laft. It is a thing furprifing that, confidering the great extent of coaft 
which they have upon the Perfian Gulph and the ocean on the fouth, and the number 
of their provinces bordering upon the Cafpian Sea, they ftiould never think in earneft, 
or to fpeak with the greater propriety, Ihould never think at all of raifing a naval force, 
which if they had done, would have rendered them fecure at home and refpected 
abroad. 

The only reafon that can be affigned for this is, their neglefl of trade, which defeat 
in their conftitulion, if the ingenious reader will attentively confider, he will without 
difficulty difeover, that it is the foie fource of the frequent troubles, rebellions, and 
revolutions, which have fo often brought the Perfian government to the brink of ruin. 
This will be the more obvious to the reader, when we come to Hate the nature of pro¬ 
perty among the Perfians, from whence it will appear, that the landed intereft in that 
country is tolerably fecured ; but as the like provifion is not made for the monied 
intereft, people do not turn themfelves fufficiently to thofe methods of fubfiftence that 
would make the government eafy, and themfelves happy. 

ro* 1 he lands of Perfia are either fuch as are cultivated, or fuch as are uncultivated, 
and uninhabited, of which the latter are ten to one more than the former. The lands in 
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occupation are of four kinds; the lands of the ftate, the Shah’s demefne lands, the 
lands of the church, and laftly, thofe belonging to private men. The lands of the ftate 
contain much the greater part of what is cultivated, and are in the pofleffion of the 
governors of the refpefiive provinces, who out of them take their own revenue, and 
aflign the reft for the payment of their officers, and the troops they are obliged to 
maintain; for every foldier has his pay affigned him upon fome village or farm, in the 
fame manner as in Sweden. The demefne lands are the Shah’s particular eftate, out of 
which are paid the officers of the huufhold, and the troops he maintains over and above 
thofe which are maintained at the charge of the refpecltve provinces, and the refidue 
are given among the courtiers and favourites; of managed by the viziers and intend-, 
ants, who remit the produce of them into the treafury. 

The lands which belong to the church, are the donation of Princes or private men, 
and are accounted facred, fo that they are never taxed or confifcated for any crime 
whatever ; and after one year’s pofleffion, the title of them cannot be called in queftion, 
on anyaceount whatever. The lands of private men are held of the crown for the term of 
ninety-nine years, paying an inconfiderable quit-rent; and at the expiration,of the term 
of ninety-nine years, they are allowed to renew their Ieafe for the fame number of 
years, on advancing one year’s income. As to the cultivated lands, if any perfoii" de¬ 
fires to build upon them, or to convert any part of them into ploughed fields or gardens, 
the King’s officers procure him a grant for ninety-nine years, under a fmall rent, which 
terms are renewed as other private eftates ; fo that all ranks of men derive their eftates 
immediately from the crown, and by this method have a perpetuity, on payment of their 
fines and acccuftomed rents. 

The officers of the Shah, as well as private owners, let out their lands to hulband- 
men, upon condition of receiving a third part of the produce ufually, but the rent is 
more or lefs according to the particular agreements of the parties; and the grain in 
Perfia being fubjeft to be deftroyed by hail, drought, locufts, and other infe&s, the 
tenants never fail to infift on an abatement in thefe cafes. When the deftrufHon 
is very great, the hulbandmen take the withered branches of trees, and the da¬ 
maged ears of corn, and refort to the Shah’s officers, complaining of the feafon, 
and their inability to pay their ufual rent, if they have received never fo little hurt; 
their complaints are very loud, and they frequently make an advantage of the misfortune. 

Private landlords are lefs fubjett to be impofed upon in thefe cafes, having the lands 
under their infpeaion ; but then their tenants are not fo much oppreffed, and fubjeft 
to fuch hardffiips as the tenants of the crown. The Shah’s officers frequently pretend 
they have no authority to make abatements ; and thereupon whole villages go up to 
court, and deliver their petitions to the Shah in perfon, infomuch that there is feldom 
lefs than feven or eight thoufand people attending at Ifpahan on thefe occafions. The 
court uftully fends orders hereupon to the provinces to make fuch allowance as the 
nature of the cafe requires, or depute commiflaries to enquire into the truth -of the 
complaint, but in either cafe the crown is ufually defrauded ; for the countrymen fo 
well underftand the force of bribes, that they commonly lhake a purfe, and procure a 
favourable reprefentation of the cafe from the officers fent to check them. 

The Shah and private owners have the like profits of the huibandmen’s cattle, as they 
have of their com, as the third fleece, and the third part of the breed ; and of fruit, the 
crown has ftill a greater Ihare, there being not that charge of manuring and cultivating 
fruit-trees as there is of the grounds which produce grain. 

The governors of provinces receive the fame profits out of the lands of the ftate, 
towards the payment of the officers, and troops of the province, as the Shah does out 
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of his own lands, and every province befides makes large prefentsfrom time to time to 
the court, of the belt the country affords, whether filk, grain, fruits, cattle, or whatever 
is in efteem among them ; and thefe are fent up in fuch quantities, as are fufficient to 
fupply the Shah’s houfliold, and therefore may be accounted a confiderable part of the 
revenue. The Shah has alfo thefeventh fleece, and the feventh of the breed of the cattle, 
in thole lands which are not appropriated to his ufe; and this is a great addition to his 
revenue, for the fhepherds of Perfia, like the ancient patriarchs, polfefs vaft flocks and 
herds, on which they continually attend, living m tents, and removing from one place 
to another, as they can meet with paftnre-for them; for thofe lands which are not the 
property of particular perfons, are at liberty for all men to graze upon, though the 
the Shah’s ; and this payment of the feventh beaft feems to be an acknowledgment of 
his property in them. Thefe wealthy fhepherds the people of the eaft call Saranetchin, 
from whence we have the word Saracen, that is to fay, an inhabitant of the fields; 
for they live in tents, far from towns, two or three hundred together, and fometimes 
you fee a thoufand or two encamped in one place ; they perfectly cover the plains with 
their flocks and herds, that fometimes you may be two or three hours in palling through 
them ; and the Shah has an officer called khomban Baffii, or chief of the fhepherds, 
refiding in every province, who takes the feventh of the cattle for the Shah’s ufe, viz! 
of flieep, affeSj mules* camels* and goats * as to horfes* it feems the Shah is entitled to 
every third colt; of filk and cotton alfo, it is laid the Shah has a third part over the 
whole kingdom. 

Minerals and precious ftones belong to the Shah only, and he has two per cent, of 
all money. The money that is raifed by the waters is another confiderable part of the 
revenue, for every perfon pays for their being let into his fields or gardens ; nothing 
will grow m that parched country without it. A tribute is alfo paid to the crown by 
all people who are not of the religion of the country, whether natives or foreigners 
and this amounts to a ducat a head ; and there is a tax of ten-pence on every (hop 0 f 
the handicraft trades, and twenty pence on the reft. The cuftoms and port duties are 
another branch of the revenue, but thefe do not amount to much here, for they have 
no.confiderable port except Gambron. As for the merchandize carried into Perfia or 
out of it by land, they only pay a fmall fum for a camel’s load, and proportionably for 
every mule or ox, without examining what the packs contain. But that part of the 
revenue which is merely cafual, exceeds all the reft, viz. what arlfes by theconfifcated 
eftates, and the prefents which are made by the great lords, governors of provinces, &c. 
and particularly thofe which are made on New-year’s Day. They prefent the Shah with 
wrought fi ks, horfes, affes beaudful boys and girls, gold.filver, precious ftones, per¬ 
fumes, and every thing which is rich and curious, and may ferve for ufe, ornament, 
or the pictures of life ; and as there are feveral handicraft trades which pay no duties 
*° k tbe c y° wn ’ as carpenters, mafons, andfome others, thefe are obliged to work for the 
bhah when he requires it without pay ; whatever buildings or palaces the Shah erefts 
or repairs, he has only the materials to find, the warden or chief of the trade is obliged 
TI lber of r w ? r r men ’ which &ves the treafury a great deal of money, 

Thl mtw he f l i j hofe people raa y wel1 be efteemed part of the revenue, 
he maintenance of ambaffadors, and the providing them with carriages, is done alfo 

at the charge of the_ country, and cofts the Shah Nothing. When he has a mind to 
reward any perfon for any fignal piece of fervice, this is done alfo at the expence of 
another, he fends him perhaps to one of the chans or great courtiers, with the calaat 
or royal veil, for .which the chan makes the meffenger a prefent nfuallv of ten times 
the value or more, according to the poft he is in. The Shah fometimes exprelTes the 
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very fum he expefts Ihould be paid, which is commonly exceeded out T of refpeQ:, and 
as a proof the perfon values the Prince's favour- But notwithftanding the impofidons 
above-mentioned, the people do not feem to be opprefled or impoverifhed ; even the 
tradefmen and huibandmen appear to be in eafy circumftances,,and few of them but 
have rings on their fingers and arms. One great advantage to the fubjedt is 3 that fcarce 
any of the duties are farmed* and in times of fear city the court is very indulgent and 
ready to make abatement of their rents and taxes in proportion to the occafion. As to 
poll or perform! taxes there are none in Ferfia, uiiLefs that which is levied upon thofe of 
a different religion ; nor are neceffary proYifions of any kind taxed. 

What the revenue of tne crown may amount to in the whole is very uncertain, de¬ 
pending fo much as it does upon eafualttes y thofe who have attempted to compute it 
fay, that one year with another the revenue amounts to four millions of our money; 
which, con Catering their troops are moft of them paid out of the lands of the Hate, that 
are not reckoned into this account, is very coufiderable; but as the fplendour and mag¬ 
nificence of the Perfian court is much beyond any thing we have in Europe, poffibly 
very little of it may remain in the treafury at the year’s end. The court, whether it 
remains at Ifpahan, Mefched, or any other capital, or removes from one province to 
another, as it ufed to do during the fummer, if we confider the women, the eunuchs* 
and other officers and fervants, feldom confift of lefs than ten thousand perfons which 
belong to the houfehold, not including the troops, or the great men and their- depend¬ 
ents, which it muff require an immenfe fum to maintain. The officers of the revenue 
fend every year up to court the ftate of their province, and what every town and village 
produces, examined and atteffed by the principal inhabitants of the refpeOive places, 
which are looked upon as fo many debentures; and thefe given in payment to thofe 
who are entitled to penfions or falaries from the crown. In like manner every gover¬ 
nor pa v s all the officers and foldiers of his province, with affignations on the lands be¬ 
longing to the province; there is very little money dilburfed on thofe occafions, and 
where the pay is final!, as that of the common foldiers and inferior fervants, one man is 
deputed from the troop or company to receive the wages of the reft* and the refidue* 
after all demands are fatisfied, is remitted into the imperial treafury. 

It may not be amifs to add a few words concerning the feals under which a£ls of ftate 
are palled in Perfia; they have five feals, which are ufed in five feveral branches of 
bufmefs, one in all fuch affairs as-concern the demefne lands, A fecond for commif- 
fions, letters patent, &c. The third only in military affairs. The fourth about the 
revenue; and the fifth in things relating to the houfehold. There are no arms en¬ 
graven upon them, but on one there are the names of the twelve imans or patriarchs; 
on the others, a ferap of the Alcoran, or fome pious expreffion, fhevving their depend¬ 
ence on God, and his prophet Mahomet. The form of one of the feals is round, two 
others are fquare, and the other two are of an irregular form. The largeft are about 
the bignefs of a crown-piece, and the others about half that hignefs. They are made 
of turquoifts, rubies, emeralds, or feme other precious ftones. The principal feal the 
Shah always wears about his neck, and on every Friday all inftruments which require 
thefe feals are carried to the palace, and fealed in the Shah’s prefence. The itnpref- 
fion is made on the paper with a kind of thick ink, and not on wax as with us; the 
fume ufage prevails in moft of the eaftern courts 

i t. The generality of the world will agree, from this view of the Perfian policy* 
that there is no reafon, fo long as their government continues in a fettled condition* to 
look upon the whole nation as flaves and beaffs of burthen. It is very certain that 
there are great errors in this, as well as in all the conftitutions founded in the Khoran, 
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and it muft be fo, For that book itfelf is a mere fyftem of tyranny; and which is worfl 
of all, it is pretended that this fyftem came from God. It is upon this principle that the 
abfolute power of their princes is built: for as to all the qualifications befides, they 
are brought in from the remains of the old Perfian government, which by their appa¬ 
rent wifdom, and natural reftitude, have continued in ufe through all invafions, and in 
fpite of all changes of government. Thus the governors, treafurers, and fecretaries of 
of provinces are predfely mentioned, both by facred writers, and by the Greek hif- 
torians, as well as modern travellers. The profound rd'peft borne to the Shah is the 
remains of that reverence paid to their emperors of old, of which the heathen writers 
are full, which Alexander would have transferred to himfelf, and for which chiefly the 
Romans looked upon the Parthians as a barbarous nation. 

But above all, the new-years gifts are the ftrongeft teftimonies of the difficulty there 
is in extirpating ancient cuftoms among any fet of people. This was the practice in 
the moft early times, and the Perfian emperors with all their pride were then very 
humble to and familiar with their people. They ate and drank wirh them in public; 
they gave audience to all who defined it, and as they received prefents even from the 
meaneft, fo they received every man’s petition, and granted almoft every man his 
requeft. 

There are many other things in which the modern Perfians refeinble very much 
their remoteft anceftors, but in nothing more than in their natural inclination to and 
wonderful genius for poetry. This is fo universal, that every chan, and indeed every 
rich and powerful man, keeps a poet in his houfe, to whom occafionally they give 
themes, and it is wonderful how well and how fuddenly they execute them. Thefe 
fort of people alfo frequent coffee-houfes, and other public places, where, for the 
amufement of idle people, they repeat their performances with infinite fpirit, and with 
inimitable grace. It is certain that the Perfians are very nice in their rhime, but fome- 
what loofe in their numbers, that is to fay, they regard cadence more than quantity. 
Yet no nation in the world has more of that enthufiafm, which is the eflence of poetry, 
the very found of their veries fufficiently diftinguiflies the fubjeft, even to the ears of 
thofe who are little acquainted with their language ; fo that foreigners are never at a 
lofs to know whether their poems are merry or melancholy, humourous or grave, in¬ 
tended to inftrud, or calculated only to divert. 

In fhort, almoft all their learning confifts in poetry, for their proverbs are in rhime, 
fo are their fables, and they have hiftories in verfe of a great length, which, though 
fufficiently crowded with fable, are feldom or never without a ground of truth. It is 
true that their modern writers, many of them, make ufe of profe, but even this is in¬ 
termixed with verfe. and they are alfo very apt to quote verfes in converfation, which 
they are oblerved to do with great propriety. But it is worth our notice, that no kind 
of working is here fo much in fafhion as fatyr, which is moftly national, and falls, ge¬ 
nerally fpeaking, upon their neighbours. As for example, they reprefent the Turks as 
brutes and barbarians ; and whenever they have a mind to reprefent a blockhead, they 
are fore to paint him in a rurkifh drefs. The great indolence, effeminacy and luxury 
of the Indians, are likewife common topics of raillery, and fo are the faults and follies 
of the Tartars 5 the pride and felf-fofficiency of the Georgians; the cunning and felf- 
intereftednefs of the Ruffians, and the covetoufnefs of the Europeans are frequently ex- 
pofed by their wits. 

They are far from being ignorant of mufic as a fcience; they leam by rule, and 
they play by note, though in a manner fo different from ours, that it is a long time be¬ 
fore it becomes pleafant to a ftranger’s ear. There is no fuch thing as finging in parts, 
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but they fing one after another, and they generally fing to fonie ftringed inftruments, 
like the lute or viol: their men fing better than the women, but there are not many of* 
them that praftife it, finging being looked upon as a fcandalous employment in Perfia, 
as well as dancing. People of condition will not fufl'er children to learn either the 
one or the other, but it is left almoft entirely to the common wenches and proftitutes, 
as it is indeed all over the Pall. It is reckoned an indecency in people of any reputa¬ 
tion to fing, and it would render a man contemptible who fhouM attempt it in com¬ 
pany. The Perfians call their finging-women, Caine, intimating that they derive their 
Ikill from the daughters of Cain, who they pretend were the firft inventors of finging 
and mufic in the Eaft. 

They have a great number of inftruments both of firing and wind mufic, fame in 
fhape like our hautboys and flutes, others like the viol, harp, virginals, kettle-drums 
and trumpets; but furely their trumpet is the moft monftrous inftrument for fize and 
found that can be met with ; it is commonly feven or eight feet long, and proportion- 
ably wide at the great end, and as much as a man can hold up; tbefe and their drums 
in a manner drown all other founds, though the lefler inftruments, as has been obferved, 
have no great harmony in them : and indeed their mufic, as it is called, ferves chiefly 
inftead of clocks, to let people know the time of day or night, founding conftantly at 
certain hours, for bells they have none; and when the Shah or any great man goes out 
of his palace, you have always notice of it by thefe drums and trumpets, who ftand 
over the palace gate, or in lbme balcony or gallery, and play upon fuch occafions, 
being heard at a vaft diftance. In fome places the mufic and dancing girls make part 
of a great man’s equipage, and run before him when he goes abroad. 

It is obfervable that the firings of their inftruments are never made of gut, the touch¬ 
ing of any thing belonging to a dead animal, efpecially the entrails, being held a pol¬ 
lution ; they make them therefore of twilled filk or brafs wire, and it is not only in¬ 
decent, as has been obferved, for people of condition to play upon a mufical inftru¬ 
ment, but it feems alfo to be prohibited by their religion, and therefore their ecclefi- 
aftics and devotees will not fo much as be prefent at fuch entertainments. 

Aftronomy is ftudied in Perfia purely for the fake of aftrology, which laft they term 
the revelation of the ftars. The people of the Eall look upon aftrology as the key to 
futurity, and they have an infadable curiofity for prying into things to come. This 
feems to be the principal end of their ftudies, and they look upon a perfon to be ftupid 
and ignorant to the laft degree who fpeaks flightly of this fcience. The aftrologers of 
Perfia, at leaft the moft celebrated, are all natives of the province of Charafan or Bac- 
tria, and the moft noted among them of the town of Genabed. The Shah never enter¬ 
tains an aftrologer who is not of that town. The reafon that the aftronomers here have 
more (kill in their art than elfewhere, it is faid, is becaufe the air is drier and purer, by 
which means they have a better opportunity to obferve the motions of the ftars. If 
we confider the number of aftrologers that are found in Perfia, the rank they hold, 
and the large penfions they receive from the crown, we may eafily guefs at the confi¬ 
dence that people put in them ; they are paid by the government no lefs than four 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum. 

1 o the poll of chief aftrologer to his Imperial Majefty there is annexed a penfion of 
ten thoufand pounds per annum, and to the fecond aftrologer five thoufand pounds 
per annum, and to the reft according to their Ikill. They have alfo in prefents an¬ 
nually two hundred thoufand pounds, and yet they are fometimes arbitrarily punifhed, 
and put to death for the moft trivia! offences, and even for aftions the moft innocent in 
themlelves, according to the caprice of their prince. Sir John Chardin relates, that in 
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the reign of Sefi, when the Shah and all the great men were affembled to fee fome cri¬ 
minals of ftate cut in pieces, and the chief of the aftrologers was there among the reft; 
the Shah viewing attentively the countenances of his courtiers, obferved that the prin¬ 
cipal aftrologer Ihut his eyes at every ftroke of the fabre, as not able to behold fo hor¬ 
rible a daughter; lie thereupon called to the governor of a prince who fat near him, 
and bid him put out the eyes of that dog who fat at his left hand, fince he did not ufe 
them, which was executed in an inftant on the unhappy aftrologer, which part of his 
deftiny the ftars never revealed to him. 

There are conftantly a certain number of aftrologers in waiting at the royal palace, 
and always fome of the chief of them about the Shah’s perfon, except when he is in the 
baram with his women, who advertife him of the lucky or unlucky moments. Every 
one of them carries an aftrolabe hanging at his girdle, in a neat little cafe not bigger 
than the hollow of one’s hand; they are confulted not only in affairs of importance, 
but frequently upon the leafl trifles; for in fiance, if His Imperial Majefty fliall go 
abroad ; if it be an auipicious hour to enter the haram; if it be a proper time to eat, 
or to give audience, &c. When thefe queftions are afked, the aftrologer immediately 
takes out his aftrolabe, obferves the fituation of the ftars, and by the affiftance of his 
tables makes his aftrological conclufions, to which they give entire faith as to an oracle, 
offending againft which would be dangerous. 

Their aftronomers obferve pretty juftly the eclipfes of the fun and moon, and often 
foretel the very moment wherein ihofe luminaries will be obfeured; but there are in- 
flances of their being miftaken half an hour, and efpecially in eclipfes of the fun; but 
they differ from us in nothing more than in the calculation of the vernal equinox, there 
being fometiines an hour’s difference between them and the Europeans. Comets, they 
apprehend, always portend fome great calamity, but generally fuppofe their malign 
influences are directed againft fome other empire than their own. They had neither 
celeftial globes, or charts, or telefcopes to obferve the conftellations, till the Europeans 
imported them; they have fmee indeed endeavoured to imitate their celeftial globes, 
and had only fome reprefentations of the conftellations before in a book, called The 
Schemes of Abdal Rhamen. It is obfervable, however, that the figures were much 
the fame as on our globes ; the longitudes and latitudes of the ftars are alfo marked, 
but a little different from ours. The Perfians generally make forty-eight conftella- 
tions, and the names of them, for the mod part, are the fame we give them; but fome 
of them are different. The only inftruments they ufe in any of their operations, are 
the aftrolabe and Jacob’s ftaff; and as it is with thefe alone they take the elevation of 
the pole, it cannot be fuppofed that their latitudes are very exact; their aftrolabes, it 
is true, are very curioufly made, and commonly by thofe who ufe them. 

The Perfian almanack is called takumi; it is properly a mixture of aftronomy and 
judicial aftrology, containing an account of the conjunctions, oppofilions, afpefts, lon¬ 
gitudes. latitudes, and, in fliort, the whole difpofition of the heavens. It contains alfo 
prognoflics of the inoft notable events, as war, famine, plenty, difeafes, and other acci¬ 
dents of human life, whh the lucky or unlucky times for tranfaffing all manner of 
affairs, directing the people to regulate their conduCt accordingly. The feftivals alfo 
are marked, as in our almanacs, but whereas we divide the year into four parts, they 
make only two, winter and fummer. What is moil obfervable is, that though’there 
are great numbers of thefe almanac-makers, and though they frequently difagree even 
in their aftronomical calculations, as well as their predictions, they are neverthelds 
looked upon as infallible ; a thing ff'arce to be credited, if we had not fome examples 
of the fame kind nearer home. 
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Their prognoftications are generally taken from-the moon, their artifts believing that 
this fublunary world, as it is called, is much more influenced by this planet than by the 
fun. And thefe aftrologers, like other oracles, endeavour conftandy to deliver them- 
felves in dubious and equivocal expreffions, which may bear various meanings ; fo that 
if their predictions prove true in any fenfe, or but in part, they are fure to meet with 
applaufe, though they fhould fail in i'ome circumftances. They feem to regard the 
earth more than the heavens, and to be governed by the confideration of probable cir¬ 
cumftances rather than the conftellations, and their predictions on that account are fre¬ 
quently found true. For inftance, their almanacks are always publilhed in the fpring, 
when the winter is palled, and according to the weather they then had it is no difficult 
matter to foretel, whether they (hall have good or bad crops in the fummer, efpecially 
in a climate where it does not vary as in Europe ; and from the fame premiles they 
will be able to pafs a tolerable judgment on the health or ficknefs of the eniuing feafons. 
But above all, as the aftrologers are always about the court, and have fo great a fliare 
in the adminiftration of affairs, and fuch credit with all the world, they may be fup- 
pofed to make very ftirewd gueffes in relation to politics. They cannot but obferve the 
humours and difpofitions of the Prince and'Ins favourites, the likelihood there is that 
one will be reftored, and another difgraced. Nay, they know very well what an 
influence themfelves have in thefe cafes, infomuch that there very rarely happens a 
confiderable alteration in the ftate but it is brought about, and is, indeed, the eifeft of 
fome of their own predictions. 

But aftrology is not the only foible of this kind, for they have various other forts of 
divination, which have grown into ufe by degrees, under the feveral changes of their 
government. It is true, that for the moll part their aftrologers pradlife thefe, but 
not exclufively, for there are others who pradlife them likewile, more efpecially geo- 
mancy, which is the favourite method of divining throughout all the eaft. Charms 
and amulets againft difeafes and enchantments are another part of their fuperftition; 
you will not find a Perfian without his amulet, and fome of them almoft loaded with 
them, they put them alfo about the necks -of their dotneftic animals ; thefe amulets 
have certain infcriptions on paper, and fometimes on precious ftonc-s, and thefe infcrip- 
tions they wear in little bags about them ; they contain fome paffages of the Alcoran, 
or fentences of their faints or- prophets, applicable to the difeafe or enchantment they 
would avert: the Perfians alfo are extravagantly fnperftitious in relation to days and 
times. They depend in thefe cafes as much on the diviners and aftrologers, as a child 
upon its nurfe ; for inftance, when the Shah is upon a journey the aftrologers will make 
him rife at midnight, anti begin his march in the worft weather that can happen, and 
perhaps out of the high road, to avoid the unfortunate hour, or his evil ftars, as from 
ignorance or knavery they moft impudently call them. 

Wemuft not, however, imagine, notwithftanding thefe follies are very general, that 
there is not i'ome kind of real and ufeful learning amongft this great nation. Moral 
philotophy is in high credit with them, and is not only taught bul pradtifed ; they 
have many excellent and judicious books upon this fubjedl, in which the viciffitudes of 
human life, and the folly of placing happinefs in fenfual enjoyments, are very fully and 
very finely ftated. As for the ordinary parts of education, and fuch as may fit youth 
for common btifinefs, they have as many conveniences as other people. There are 
abundance of fchools in every town, where, befides the Perfian, is taught the Arabic, 
which is their learned language; the Alcoran, and their other facred writings, are alf 
in this language; and the Alcoran is looked upon as the ftandard of good language 
both for grammar and rhetoric. People of condition chufe to have private tutors for 
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their children, rather than, fend them to thefe public fchools; and no nation, it is laid, 
is more intent on the education of children, and breeding them up to manly exercifes 
than the Perfians. Their fchools are called Mekteb, which fignifies an entrance; this 
being, fay they, the gate by which the lads enter into the fciences. 

There are, as has been faid, many in every town, and the expence of Schooling is 
very fmall. They learn the Perfian and Arabian languages, with writing and accounts, 
w hich when they are arrived at fome perfection in, they are removed to fome college, 
or Medres, as they call them, which fignifies a place where their doarines or principles 
of their religion are taught. Iheir colleges are all endowed, and iome of them \eiy 
richly ; the largeft have fifty or fixty apartments, and to each of them belong two 
chambers. In thofe colleges that are belt endowed, every fcholar has about two fliil- 
iings a day allowed him, which he lays out as he thinks fit, for they do not common 
together. 

There are fome colleges where the ftudents have no more than a penny a day, and 
yet intereft is made to get into one of thefe on account of having a lodging gians, and 
fome other cafual advantages. Many here are, who get in without any defign to 
ftudy, and live and grow old in thofe houles, and are allowed to have their wives and 
children with them, whofe principal defign feems to be in eafe and idlenefs. There are 
abundance of colleges in the great towns of Perfia, and fome in the villages, i he Per¬ 
fians lay out the greatefl part of their charities in public foundations. In the firft place, 
they ufually build a caravanferai for the lodging of travellers gratis ; afterwards a 
bagnio, a coffee-houfe, a bazar, or market-place, and they purchafe alfo a garden, and 
thefe they let out, and apply the revenues arifing from them towards the building and 
endowing of a college. The founder and his heirs have the appointment of the head 
and governors of the fociety ; and if the founder's eftate happens to be forfeited to the 
crown, the Shah has the nomination. In Ifpahan there are fifty-feven colleges, moft of 
them of royal foundation, or which have devolved to the crown; there are profeffors 
who teach the fciences in every college, to whom the fcholars make an annual allow¬ 
ance for their trouble ; but as there are feveral who read le&ures gratis, the fcholars 
frequently refort to thefe, and forfake their proper tutors. 

Thofe ftudents who are men of parts and learning, may have a falary in any great 
man’s houfe for inftr lifting his children ; for thefe never fend their children either to 
fchools or colleges, but have them educated in their own houfe. The head of the houfe 
admits or excludes whom he fees fit, and pays the ftudents their penfions monthly, fo 
that they thew him abundance of refpecb. Befides their colleges, there are in every 
town thofe who teach the liberal arts gratis, and thefe are frequently great officers who 
have been difcarded, or have voluntarily retired from court. Thefe frequently allow 
their difciples books and paper, and entertain them at their own expence certain days 
in the week, and fomecinies clothe their pupils and give them money, and by this 
means they endeavour to recover their reputation with the people ; for nothing gives 
a gentleman fuch a reputation in Perfia, as the inftrufting great numbers of fcholars 
at their own expence, and their being patrons of learning and learned men. Thefe 
are circumftances that muft effectually prove, that the Europeans have no right to treat 
the Perfians-as a rude and barbarous people. 

As the cuftoms and manners, fo the reading and learning of all nations muft differ, and 
the wider and more remote thefe differences are, the readier the vulgar on both tides feem 
to be in deriding and contemning each other ; but as this humour proceeds from the fame 
principle in both cafes, viz. that of prefuming themfelves to be the ftandard by which 
the wifdom and civility, the learning and politenefs of all other nations are to be de- 
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ter mined ; and as this is a point not to be defended, it ought to be given up as no better 
than a popular error in both. It has been already obferved, that a great part of the 
modern conftitution of Perfia is derived from the ancient form of government that 
prevailed under their old Emperors, that is, the feries of Princes, who governed that 
which is fo well known to the learned world, by the title of the fecond general empire, 
allowing the Aflyrian to be the firft. It is, therefore, well worthy our notice, that con- 
ftitutions judicioufly fettled, are of fo permanent a nature, and have fuch an interior 
ftrength and folidity, as not only to refill; the power of time, but even of repeated in va- 
fions, to which it is certain, that no country in the world has been more liibject than 
this of which we are fpeaking. We may from hence difcern, that though nations 
wafte away, and are loft, as well as all the monuments of their power and greatnefs, 
yet the effefts of their wifdom remain, and the coquerors themfelves are content to 
receive and fubmit, for their own fakes, and from a conviction of their excellence, to 
the laws of the conquered. 

We know that this has been heretofore obferved of the Egyptians; we know that in 
much later times it has been confefied in reference to the Chinefe, but I do not re¬ 
member to have feen this remark made before as to the Perfians. Yet I arrogate 
nothing to nivfelf upon this head j for whoever reads Dr. Hyde’s learned book, and 
compares it with the modern accounts of Perfia, mall difcover it at firft fight. At this 
day the whole plan of the Perfian conftitution, except the ecclefiaftical part of it, which 
is changed by the introduction of Mahometanifm, is very near the fame that it was three 
thoufand years ago ; and yet the Perfees, who are the remains of the ancient people of 
Perfia, to whom that conftitution belonged, are now reduced to fo inconfiderable a 
remnant, that it is doubted whether there may be ten thoufand fouls left in Perfia of 
this race. Thofe that are left, indeed, preferve their primitive cuftoms, and are au¬ 
thentic witneffes of the truths reported of them by the moll learned writers. It is, 
indeed, true, that there is another finall colony of thefe people in the Indies, and it may 
not be amifs to put the reader in mind of a conjecture, mentioned in Commodore 
Rogge win’s voyage, that foine illands, difcovered by him in the South Seas, are actually 
peopled by the relicts of thefe ancient Perfians. 

I had myfelf an opportunity of converfing for feveral years with a very fenfible phy- 
fician, who went that voyage, to whom I was indebted for many of the particulars pub- 
lilhed therein ; and who is dead fince they were publifhed. Of this gentleman I very 
carefully enquired what the reafons were which induced him and his companions to 
advance that notion, which at firft fight is none of the molt probable. He told me the 
caufes were chiefly three ; Firft, that their complexions, in the fentiments of thofe who 
bad feen fome of the Gubers in Perfia, very much refembled them, and were very 
unlike either the inhabitants of Afric, or of India j for whereas the former are of a 
black, and the latter of a reddifh or iron colour ; thefe were of a light olive, and yet 
their afpeCts differed abfolutely from the Chinefe and Tartars. The fecond caufe he 
afligned, was their worfhipping the fun and fire; turning towards the eaft when they 
prayed, and ufing a low or whifpering voice, all of which are fuitable enough to the 
Gubers, or Gaurs, as the Turks call them. The third was the innocency of their 
manners, the quiet and peaceable life they lead, the pains they took in cultivating their 
lands, and their great induftry in feveral ingenious manufactures. I fhall not take upon 
me to determine what credit is due to thefe conjectures, but fhall content myfelf 
with observing, that they are worth remembering; and confidering perhaps, our 
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One thing more I recoiled that paffed upon this fiibjed, and it was this that inge¬ 
nious gentleman obferved to me, that though we had various travels through and 
accounts of Perfia, yet we had no general or correct hiftory of it, by which a curious 
perfon might fee in a little time, what changes had happened therein, from the earlieft 
ages down to the prefent, which he thought might be of very great ufe, even though it 
were digefted into a very narrow compafs. Upon mature deliberation, I faw the truth 
and expediency of this in the ftrongeit light, and that nothing difabled us fo much in 
this part of the world from forming a right judgment of affairs in thofe parts, as the not 
having diftind and corred views of the fuccellions of their Princes. 
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A \TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA , 

IN THE YEARS 1786-7. 

WITH A SHOUT ACCOUNT OF THE REMAINS OF THE CELEBRATED PALACE OF 
PERSEPOLIS, AND OTHER INTERESTING EVENTS. 

By WILLIAM FRANCKLIN, 

ENSIGX OH THE HON. company’s BENGAL ESTABLISHMENT, LATELY RETURNED FROM PERSIA. 



O N the 27th of February 1786 ,1 embarked on board the fhip Yarmouth, Captain 
Greenly commander, for Bombay, in my way to Perfia, having obtained a fur¬ 
lough from the Council, for three years. 

On the 7th of March we left the pilot. — 22d March we made the land, about 12 
o’clock P. M. — ran pafl: our port in the night about twelve miles: — 23d, all day 
nearly becalmed ; anchored at fix in the evening: — 24th, at day-light, made fail» 
at feven, faw the flag-ftaff at Point de Galls ; at twelve, went on lhore. 

Point de Galle.~\ Point de Galle is a fmall fort, fituated on the fouth-well fide of 
the ifland of Ceylon, belonging to the Dutch Eaft India Company, and has a com¬ 
mandant and a fmall military force; the commandant is fubjeft to the orders of the 
governor of Col umbo, the chief residency on the fame ifland j the inhabitants, ex¬ 
cepting the Dutch, are a mixture of Malabars and native Portuguefe; but great num¬ 
bers of the latter, efpecially of the lower clafs of people. There is a tolerable tavern 
here, the only one in the place; the living very cheap. Here is little trade at this 
place, excepting on account of the Dutch Company. Topazes, amethyfts, and other 
precious Hones, are found on the ifland of Ceylon, and brought here for fale ; but it 
is dangerous to purchafe them, when fet, without being fltilled in thofe commodities ; 
the people who fell them being very expert in making the falfe (tones appear like true 
ones, by colouring them at the bottom. No kind of fpice, nutmegs, or any other 
rarities for which this ifland is fo celebrated, are to be met with at this place; nor did 
we, on our approach to the ifland, perceive any of thofe odoriferous gales defcribed 
by travellers, as exhaling from the cinnamon and other fpices with which this ifland 
abounds. The harbour is circular; at the entrance of it lie many rocks, juft above 
the furface of the water, which make it very dangerous for ftrange fliips to go in, 
without a pilot; the waves beat with amazing violence againft the fortifications. 
Along, and almolt all around the harbour, are the country haufes of the inhabitants, 
which have a pleafing effeft to the eye; the road to thefe, by land, is through a grove 
of cocoa-nut trees, which forms an agreeable Iliads. However, this place mull be very 
unhealthy, as very high hills lie dole behind the houfes, and exhale noxious vapours 
both morning and evening, which make it very precarious to the inhabitants in point 
of health ; they are in general fickly, but particularly Europeans. I obferved, in the 
courle of a few hours’ ltay on lhore, feveral people whofe legs were fvvelled in a molt 
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extraordinary manner; this the natives account for, from the badnefs of the water, 
and the vapours which arife from the adjoining hills. I have heard that the inhabi¬ 
tants of Malacca are liable to the fame difeafe, and from fimilar caufes. 

Fifh is to be had here in great plenty; poultry of all kinds is very fcarce; the fruits 
are chiefly plantains, pine-apples, and pumple nofes; the cocoa-nuts are alfo in great 
plenty and very good; the bread is tolerable, but the butter execrable, it being little 
better than train oil ; and indeed this is the cafe in all the Dutch fettlements, and molt 
other foreign ones, the French and Englifli excepted. We flept on Ihore that night; 
and, not being able to fell any part of the cargo, the next morning went on board, 
and failed immediately. On the 29th faw the land a little to the eaftward of Cape 
Comorin, and the 3 ill of March came to anchor in the roads of Anjengo, where we 
found the Company’s fhip the Duke of Montrofe, waiting for a cargo of pepper. On 
the 1/l of April went on ihore at day-light, and returned on board in the evening. 

Anjengo S} Anjengo is a finall fort and Englifli refidency, the firft that you ar¬ 
rive at upon the Malabar coafl: from Cape Comorin : the inhabitants are Malabars and 
native Portuguefe, mixed. It is reported to be one of the firfl: places in India for in¬ 
telligence, and the Englifli have received great fervice from it in that refpeQ: during 
the late war; it would be ftill more advantageous if the road to Europe by way of 
Suez was open, but that has been for forne time fbut up, on account of fome unhappy 
differences. At Anjengo there is a port: to feveral parts of India; this is but lately 
eftabiifhed. On the 2d of April, failed ; 6th, faw a (hip at anchor in Cocheen roads, 
which we could not enter, being driven off by the moft violent gale of wind I ever 
experienced; it hilled fix-and thirty hours without ceffation, the fea running moun¬ 
tains high. Fortunately, the fhip received no damage, excepting the lofs of the main 
yard, which was broken in two. On the 8th we found ourfelves, by obfervarion, to 
the northward of our port: on the 9th, came to anchor in Cocheen roads, and went 
on fliore immediately. 

Cocheen.'} Cocheen is a large fettlement belonging to the Dutch Eaft India 
Company. It is very populous, and a place of great trade ; the inhabitants are a mix¬ 
ture of a variety of Eaftern nations, being compofed of Malabars, Armenians, Per- 
fians, Arabians, Jews, Indians, and native Portuguefe. The Jews occupy a whole 
village, a little to the weft ward of the town; they live feparate from the reft of the 
inhabitants: I went into feveral of their houfes, and could not help obferving, in this 
people, a ftriking peculiarity of features, different from any I had ever feen; a re- 
femblance feemed to run through the whole, as if they were all of one family : they 
feldom or ever marry out of their own tribe, by which the likenefs is preferved, from 
father to fon, for a long time. I am told there is the fame fimilarity of features to be 
obferved amongft the jews of Am ft er dam in Holland, and other parts of Europe. 
This certainly ferves to diftinguilh them more as an original people than any other. 
They have a good fynagogue here, and are lefs opprefled, and have more liberty, than 
in moft other parts of theEaft. The rajah of Cocheen refides here, but lives in an 
indifferent ftate, being fo much opprefled by the Nabob Tippoo on the one hand, and 
the Dutch on the other, as to have little or nothing left for himfelf. lie is a Gentoo. 
Cocheen, in former times, was a place of confiderable celebrity, and was one of the 
places pitched upon by the firfl: Portuguefe lettlers in the Eaft,'after the difeovery of 
the paffage round the Cape of Good Hope by Vafco. de Gama; but that people have 
now very hi tie left ol the vaft wealth and power they formerly enjoyed ; a revolution 
of three centuries has reduced them below mediocrity in the general fcale d£ Euro¬ 
pean adventurers. Ihe fort is a very large one* and very well fortified on the land 
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fide; towards the fea not fo well, but il is fecured by a very dangerous bar, which 
will not admit of /hips coming nearer the /hore than three or four miles. There are 
fonte regular Dutch troops in the garrifon, and a few native militia ; there was alfo 
here part of a French regiment, which the Dutch borrowed during the late war. 
Provifions of every kind are to be had here in the greateft plenty. The iolh 
failed ; on the 15th, we came to anchor in Tellicherry roads; 16th, having received 
a very polite invitation from my friend and fchool-feilow Mr. Inee, I went on fhore, 
and fpent feveral very pleafant days with him. 

Tellicherry .3 Among other places I faw in and about Tellicherry, I had a view 
of the fortifications, or rather of the regular lines drawn round Tellicherry, for the 
defence of the place againft the Nabob Hyder Ali, during the late war. Thefe lines 
are exceedingly llrong; they take in a fpace of about three miles and a half in circum¬ 
ference, and are well defended by batteries and redoubts; a river runs parallel to the 
weftern angle, which breaking off from thence runs among the hills: here the Engli/h 
troops fuftained a fevere liege for feveral years, againft the army of Hyder, under*the 
command of SadikKhan; however, on the arrival of Major Abingdon with a rein¬ 
forcement from the Bombay fettlemenr, the garrifon made a rao/i fpirited and fuccefs- 
fxil fally, in which having defeated the enemy and killed great numbers of them, they 
at length compelled them to raife the fiege; obtaining, at the fame time, a confiderable 
booty of horfes, tents, and elephants. The general of the enemy was dangeroufly 
wounded and taken prifoner, and died a few days after, of that and a broken heart, at 
i ellicherry. I am informed that if he had lived and returned to the prefence, he 
would have been calhiered, as the Nabob Hyder had fet his heart on the reduction of 
the. place. He lies buried clofe to the fort of Tellicherry ; a tomb has been erefted 
to aim, in which lamps are continually burning, which many Muffuhnen vifit out of 
refpeft to the memory of the deceai'ed. The lines in iorne parts appear rather out of 
order, as they have not been thoroughly repaired /ince the fiege of the place, and I 
am inclined to think a great number of troops would be requifite for their defence 
againft a refolute enemy, owing to their great extent; they are now repairing through¬ 
out, as the government entertain pn idea of the importance of the place, which is cer¬ 
tainly confulerable, in cafe of a war with Hyder, as by his being in poffe/fion of it he 
might greatly injure the other fettlements of the Engli/h on the Malabar Coaft. 

ihe garrifon of Tellicherry confifts generally, in time of peace, of one battalion of 
fepojs, a company ol artillery, and fometimes a company of European infantry; they 
are alfo able to raife about three thoufand native militia. The view of the country 
round Tellicherry is very pleafant, confifting of irregular hills and vallies. The boun¬ 
daries of the Engli/li are terminated by the oppofite fide of the river, and at a very little 
difiance is a ftrong fortrefs of the Nabob Hyder; if the lines were once to be forced, 
the place would foon fall, the fort of Tellicherry ilfelf having tio kind of defence. 
Tellicherry is efteemed by all who refide there, to be one of the heakhieft plac&s in 
India, Europeans feldom dying there; it is alfo much reforted to by convalefcents: 
the fea produces plenty of very fine oyffers, and provifions of all kind's are to be had 
in abundance. 

I obferved, in the Company’s garden, the pepper vine, which grows in a curious 
manner, and lomething funilar to the grape ; the pepper on it, when fit td gather, ap¬ 
pears in fmail bunches; it is in fize fomething larger than the head of a linall pea; 
the pepper, however for the Company’s /hips’ cargoes, is brought from fome difiance 
in the country. 1 ellicherry alfo produces the coffee tree. 
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On the 28th, in the evening, we failed j and on the 29th we anchored in the roads 
of Goa, off the Fort Alguarda, 

Goa.~] Goa is a large city* and was once populous; it is the capital of the Por- 
tuguefe fettlements on this fide the Cape of Good Hope; it is the refidence of a Cap¬ 
tain General fent from Portugal, who lives in great fplendour. The city (lands upon 
the banks of a river of the fame name, about twelve miles diftant from the entrance 
of the harbour : the view up this river is truly delightful, the banks on either fide are 
adorned with churches, and country feats of the Portuguefe, interfperfed with groves 
and vallies; the river has feveral pleating openings as it winds along, its banks are 
low, but the hills behind rife to an amazing height, and add grandeur to the fpeftacle, 
greatly tending alfo to beautify the profpeft. The city of Goa itfelf is adorned with 
many fine churches, magnificently decorated ; and has feveral hand fame convents. 
The church of Saint Auguftine is a noble ftrudlure, and is adorned in the infide by 
many fine pictures; it Hands on the top of a hill, from whence you have an extenfive 
view of the city and adjacent country: it is a cireumftance that has always been ob¬ 
ferved, and very juftly, that the Portuguefe have ever chofen the fpots for their con¬ 
vents and churches in the moft delightful iituations, I have obferved it in the Brazils, 
and the inhabitants of Goa have by no means failed in attention to this point, all their 
public buildings being well fituated. The body of this church is fpacious, and the 
grand altar-piece finifhed in the mod elegant ftyle, The building of the choir is of 
Gothic architecture, and therefore of antiquity- This church has a convent adjoining 
to it, in which live a fet of religious monks, of the order of St, Auguftine : fome of 
the brothers of this convent have given popes and cardinals to the Roman See, as ap¬ 
pears by their portraits which are hung up in a neat chapel dedicated to St, Auguftine* 
the patron of the order- Adjoining to this church is a convent of religious women, 
who have taken the veil, and are therefore prohibited from all kind of intereourfe with 
the world : thefe chiefly confift of the daughters and nieces of the Portuguefe inha¬ 
bitants of the place; and a fum of money is generally given with them, on their en¬ 
trance into the convent, A little lower, on the declivity of the hill, (lands another 
church, dedicated to the Bon Jefus, in which is the chapel of Saint Francifco de 
Xaviere, whofe tomb it contains : this chapel is a moft fuperb and magnificent place ; 
the tomb of the faint is entirely of fine black marble, brought from Lifbon; on the 
four fides of it the principal actions of the life of the Saint are moft elegantly carved 
in bafib relievo \ thefe rep refen t his converting the different nations to the Catholic 
faith ; the figures are done to the life, and moft admirably executed: it extends to the 
top in a pyramidical form, which terminates with a coronet of mother-of-pearl. On 
the fides of this chapel are excellent paintings, done by Italian mafters; the fubjefts 
chiefly from feripture. This tomb, and the chapel appertaining to it, mull have coft 
an immenfe fum of money ; the Portuguefe juftly efteem it the greateft rarity in the 
place. I11 the valley below is another convent for young ladies who have not taken 
the veil j out of this convent the Portuguefe and others who go there may marry : 
fome of the ladies have final! portions, others none. As far as I could learn, the ce¬ 
remony obferved on taking out one of thefe ladies is as follows: When a gentleman, 
after vifiting often at the grate, (hall have chofen one to whom he wifhes to pay his 
addreffes, an exchange of rings between the parties is firft made; after which the 
lover is permitted to vifit his miftrefs in the convent, in the prefence of one of the 
matrons \ then if he ft ill holds his purpofe, he is obliged to make a folenm promife of 
marriage, in the prefence of the arehbiihop of the place j which being done, he may 
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take her away whenever he pleafes : after which the archbilhop marries them. It is, 
however, to be obferved, that the lover, whoever ho is, rnulf firft make profcflion of 
the Roman Catholic perfiiafion, otherwife no connection would be allowed. I faw 
three of the young ladies, who were really fine girls, and could not help making fome 
reflections on their unhappy fituation; Ihut up in a wretched convent, where they 
mult pine away their youth, unlefs capricious chance lhould befriend them in the ap¬ 
pearance of a hulband : and being deprived of the company of men, for whom they 
were formed to grace fociety and create affection, they mult, if capable of reflection, 
think themfelves moft unhappy. 

The Captain-General of Goa is alfo Commander in Chief of all the Portuguefe forces 
in the Eaft Indies. They have here two regiments of European infantry, three legions of 
fepoys, three troops of native light horfe, and a militia; in all, about five thoufand men. 
Goa is at prefent on the decline, and in little or no eftimation with the country powers; 
indeed their bigotry, and fuperftitious attachment to their faith is fo general, that the 
inhabitants, formerly populous, are now reduced to a few thinly inhabited villages; 
the chief part of whom have been baptized ; for they will not fuffer any Muffulman 
or Gentoo to live within the precinCts of the city; and thefe few are unable to carry 
on the hufbandry or manufactures of the country. The court of Portugal is obliged 
to fend out annually a very large fum of money, to defray the current expences of 
the government; which money is generally fwallowed up by the convents and fol- 
diery. If other meafures are not purfued, Goa mult, in a very few years, fink to 
nothing: though it is evident that the internal decay of the government has been oc- 
cafioned by the opprefiion and bigotry of the priefts, and the expulfion of fo many 
ufeful hands yet the court of Portugal cannot be prevailed upon to alter its mea- 
lures, although the flourilhing fituation of the Englifli and other European fettlements 
(and of which one caufe is certainly the mild and tolerant principles adhered fo in points 
of religion, provided it interferes not with the affairs of government) is continually 
before their eyes. The Nabob Tippo has lately /hewn an inclination to attack them, 
but was fuddenly called off by the Marratas: the Portuguefe much fear he will return; 
and fliould he, there is little doubt but that the place will furrender to him. The glo¬ 
rious times of Albuquerque are now no more ; power and wealth have long fince taken 
their flight from the difeoverers of the Eaft! There was formerly an inquifition at 
this place, but it is now aboli/hed ; the building /till remains, and by its black outfide 
appears a fit emblem of the cruel and bloody tranfa&ions that palled within its walls! 
Provifions are to be had at this place in great plenty and perfection; the Captain- 
General lives in great Hate ; he is a well-bred man, and fond of the company of the 
Englifli, whom he treats with great hofpitality.—24th, failed; May 13th faw the light- 
houfe at Bombay, about nine in the morning. 

Bombay.^ The ifland of Bombay is in the poffeflion of the Engli/h Eaft India 
Company ; it is fituated on the Coaft of Conkan, in Lat. 19 North, and Long. 72. 
-Eaft ; it was granted, as part of the marriage portion with the Infanta of Portugal,' to 
.Charles II. The harbour is capable of containing three hundred fail of /hips with the 
greateft fafety: there is alfo a moft excellent dock, in which /hips of his Majefty's 
fquadron, and others, are repaired, refitted, and completely equipped for lea. They 
build alfo here all forts of veffels ; and the workmen in the yard are very ingenious 
and dexterous, not yielding to our beft fliip-wrights in England. This ifland is very 
beautiful, and as populous for its lize as any in the world ; merchants and others com¬ 
ing to fettle here from the different parts of the Deckan, Malabar, and Coromandel; 
as well as the Guzerat country: amongft thofe of the latter place, are many Perfee 
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families j tfeefe are defcended from the remains of the ancient Gubres, or worfliippm 
of fire ; moft of the country merchants, as well as the menial fervants of the ifland, 
are of this faith. They are very rich, and have in their hands the management of all 
mercantile affairs. Their religion, as far as I could gain any information, is much 
corrupted from the ancient worfhip \ they acknowledge that feveral Hindoo forms and 
ceremonies have crept in amongft them, probably in compliance to the natives, in order 
to conciliate their affections- I have heard it obferved, however, that the Hindoo 
religion does, in itfelfi bear fome analogy to the ancient Perfian worfhip: it feems 
their facred book, the Zend, which is faid to have been written by their celebrated 
prophet Zerdufht (called by us Zoroafter), is at prefent only a copy of a few centu¬ 
ries ; which mu ft, of courfe, invalidate its authenticity ; as that prophet, according to 
the Perfian hiflorians, lived more than three thoufand years ago ; and indeed it is an 
indifputable fact, that what religious books were in being at the time of the Grecian 
conquefts of that country, were carefully collected and burnt, by the exprefs orders of 
Alexander, and were totally deftroyed at the fubfequent conquefts of that country by 
the Saracens: at which period alfo happened the introduction of the Mahomedan re¬ 
ligion* By thefe means their religion and language underwent a total change, the 
very traces of both which have long fince dil appeared, as is evident by the many fruit¬ 
less efforts made to decypher thofe infcriptions Hill difcernible on the walls of Perfe* 
polis, bearing not the lead analogy to any character now exifting. Hence it inay be 
inferred, that what is now given as the ancient character and language of this cele¬ 
brated people, is no more than an invention of a later date, and there remains not a 
probability that their real Zend will ever be known- Tlie ifiand of Bombay is about 
eight miles in length, and twenty in circumference : the moft remarkable natural cu~ 
riofity the ifiand produces is a fmall fifh ; this fifh, according to the defer!ption of a 
gentleman who has feen it, and from whom I received my information, is in form 
fome what like a mufcle, about four inches long, and has upon the top of its back, and 
near the head, a final! valve, on the opening of which you difeover a liquor of a ftrong 
purple'colour, which, when dropped on a piece of cloth, retains the hue. It is found 
chiefly in the months of September and October j and it is obferved the*female fifh 
has not this valve, which diftinguifhes the fexes. It is not improbable to fuppofe that 
this fifh is of the lame nature as the ancient Murex or fhell fifh, by which the Romans 
attained the art of dyeing to fuch perfection; and is fimilar to that found formerly on 
the coafts of Tyre- The Company's forces at this Prefidency confift of eight bat¬ 
talions of fepoys, a regiment of European infantry, and a corps of European artillery 
and engineers- During the late long and very fey ere war, the Bombay troops have 
diftinguifhed themfeives in a peculiar manner, and the campaign of Bedanore, and the 
fieges of Teflicherry and Mangalore, will long remain teftimonials of high military 
abilities, as well as of their bravery and patience under fevere duty- The breed of 
fheep on this ifiand is very indifferent, and all the neceffaries of life are much dearer 
than in any other part of India- A work on this ifiand is worthy of obfervation ; it 
is a caufeway on the fouthern part, about a mile in length, and forty feet in breadth, 
eight of which on each fide are of folid ftone; the remainder in the centre is filled up 
with earth, a cement of clay, and other materials ; the whole forming fuch a body as 
will endure for many ages. This work keeps up the communication with the other 
parts of the ifiand during the feafon of the Monfoon, which would other wife overflow 
it* and caufe infinite damage. 

Dec* 13^5 after being detained feven months at this ifiand, for want of a pafiage, 
I at length embarked on board an Arabian fhip, bound for Bufibra, in company with 
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Captain Mitchell and Lieuts. Janies and Curry* of the Madras military eftabhfhmenr, 
who were on their way to Europe over land* We had on board an exaft Epitome of 
Afta, being a collection of Armenians, Perfians, Arabians, Ethiopians, Jews, Greeks, 
and Indians, ivho created as much confufion of tongues as at the building of the tower 
of Babel. On the 24th, in the evening, we faw Cape Rofalgatej and on the ift of 
January, 1787, came to anchor in the harbour of Mufcat. The entrance into this 
harbour is truly pifturefque \ it has a bold Ihore, with a range of hlgn mountains ex¬ 
tending about fixty miles in length from Cape Rofalgate (which is oppoftte the Scin- 
dian Gulpll), to Mufcat, and forms a very grand natural profpeft: the ruggednefs of 
the rocks marking very charafterifHcaily the country of Arabia. The inner harbour 
is guarded by two forts, very indifferently fituated. Mufcat itfelf is a place of eon- 
fiderable trade, as well with the Arabian and Ferftan Gulphs, as with Surat, Bombay, 
and the Coafts of Malabar and Coromandel, The town, as is ufual in moll Eaftern 
countries, is badly built, and the ftreets very narrow ; they have, however, a good and 
well furnilbed bazar, roofed at the top ; the ftreets croli each other at right angles, 
and to each is allotted its particular merchandise for fale. Mufcat lies in lit. 23° 15' N. 
oppoftte to the Gulph of Ormuz, and is governed by an Imauin, or independent prince, 
over the province of Oman, of which Mufcat is the capital. This province of Oman 
is a part of Yemen, or Arabia Felix 5 the Imaum reftdes at a di fiance of two days 
journey inland, where he lives in fplendour j his Vakeel Sheick Khulfaun received' us 
with great civility. The whole country round this place* is one continued folid rock, 
without a blade of grafs, or any kind of verdure to be feen ; but* this barrennefs the 
natives affirm to be amply recompenfed by the. fertility and . beauty of the inland coun¬ 
try ; as indeed it ought to be. The reHeftion of the fun from thefe rocks muff ne- 
celfarily caufe intenfe jaad almoft infupportable heats, which during the fummer feafon 
are lb great, that all fhenatives, who are able, retire inland as foon as they commence; 
this, added to the fatal effects of the fmall-pox, for which they have no cure, being 
ignorant of the application of medicine, caufes the people in general to be afflicted with 
diforders in their eyes ; fo much fo, that you fcarcely meet one perfon out of three,, 
who has not vifibly fuffered from either of the caufes above mentioned. Several Gen- 
too merchants refide here, for the convenience of trade; alfo a broker on the behalf 
oi the Englilh Eaft India Company ; but the government will not admit (though often 
urged to it) of any European faflory being eftablilhed, The police in Mufcat is ex¬ 
cellent. On the 25th of January, Captain James Mitchell, our fellow-palfenger, died, 
to the great grief of us all ; we interred him the fame day, on Ihore, at Mufcat; a 
Dutch Ihip lying in the harbour, commanded by Captain Stewart, laluted the corpfe 
on going on ihore with nine guns, as did alfo an Englifh fnow, .there at the fame time. 
His funeral was as decently conducted as circumftances would admit, and every atten¬ 
tion polfible was paid to his remains. On the 26th we failed for Buffora. On the 
4th of February, we alfo loft Lieutenant Thomas James, another of our companions ; 
whofe body we committed to the deep. Shortly after, Mr. Curry and myfelf, who 
were the only two remaining, fell fick of violent fevers, which lafted near a month, 
and reduced us fo much, that we had reafon to expert the fame fare. On the 28th 
of February, arrived at Abu Shehr. Lieutenant Curry and myfelf went on fhore, 
where we were received by Mr. Galley,'the Company's reft dent at that place* 

Abu Shehr^ Abu Shehr is a fmall fea-port town on the coaft of Perfia, and is 
under the government of a Sheick, who is tributary to Shirauz. The Englilh Eaft 
India Company have a faftory here, butT believe little bufinefs is carried on, owing t© 
the ruinous Hate of Ferfia; caravans come frequently to this place from Shirauz, and 
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bring the commodities of that city, which are exported to different parts of India. 
On the gth of March, my good friend. Lieutenant Curry, quitted me, and proceeded 
to Builora : our parting was painful to us, as we had lately experienced many trying 
feenes together, which cemented our friendfliip ; but our feparate deftinations made 
it neceffary. An opportunity offering fliortly afterwards of proceeding to Shirauz, I 
eagerly embraced it, although not yet quite recovered from my fever, and accordingly 
determined to fet out with a cafiia or caravan, juft then on the point of departure. 

Set out for Shirauz.'] On the 15th of March, I left Abu Shehr; our cafita con- 
filled of about thirty mules, and twenty or thirty horfes; thefe and camels being the 
only mode of travelling made ufe of in this country. Our firft day’s march was about 
four furfengs, or fixteen Englilh miles; the road at fetting out lay over a barren plain, 
but the latter part of the way coming to fame verdure, we halted at a place called 
Checanduck. The Perfian furfeng is the ^xp^a-a.vyet, Parafanga of the Greeks, and 
is equal in meafurement to nearly four Englilh miles. The 16th, we travelled four 
furfengs, the molt part in the night, and arrived about eight o’clock in the morning, 
near Berazgoon, a confiderable and populous village, furrounded by a brick wall, and 
flanked with turrets, under the dominion, and dependent of Shirauz. Halted that day 
and the next, for the purpofe of (hoeing the horfes and mules belonging to the cafiia, 
preparatory to our afeending the mountains, which we were now approaching. 18th. 
Moved at four in the morning, and about eight encamped near the village of Dowlakie, 
diftance three furfengs. 19th. Moved at four in the morning, and a little after fix 
entered the narrow pafs which is the road to the four mountains, and is exceedingly 
difficult, from the great number of loofe Hones. At nine encamped at fome diftance 
on the other fide of the village of Dowlakie, at the foot of the firft mountain. We 
reckoned this day’s journey three furfengs. The heat of thefe three laft days was 
exceflive j but they told me it would foon be changed to a piercing cold. 20th. 
Marched at four in the morning, and began to afeend the firft mountain, which is very 
high, and the road almoft impaffable, from the vaft number of large loofe Hones that 
had faUen down on each fide in the way: near two miles of the latter part of the 
afeent is almoft perpendicular, and fo very narrow as only to admit of one perfon or 
beaft of burden palling at a time : the feene was truly difagreeable and even danger¬ 
ous, from the fteep precipices, and frequent flipping and falling of the horfes and 
mules; our only means of fafety on one fide depending on a fmall parapet wall, about 
three feet high; on the other the mountain towering up into the clouds ftrikes the 
beholder with an awful dread; a broad and rapid river runs at the bottom, which by 
its roaring adds to the terrific grandeur of the feene. Having at length attained the 
fummit, we were furprifed by the appearance of a level extenfive plain; whereas, 
after climbing fuch a height, we might naturally have expetted a defeent. This plain 
is about four furfengs, or fixteen miles, in extent; it is fituated between the moun¬ 
tains, and abounds in game, particularly the red-legged partridge, which we faw in 
great abundance. A little after nine we encamped at the village of Khiflit; we here 
began 10 experience a fenfible alteration in the weather. At Dowlakie, in the valley 
below, we were almoft fcorched to death with heat; whereas the air on the top of 
this mountain, and the plain of Khiflit, is very lharp and piercing, diftance three fur¬ 
fengs. 21 ft. Being the Perfian feftival of the Nooroze, or New Year’s Day, we 
halted. ^ In the ancient times of Berfia this day ufed to be celebrated with great joy 
and feftivity throughout the empire, and has fince been kept as fuch under the Maho- 
■medan government. 1 he people of the cafiia made themfelves as merry as their cir- 
eumftances would admit of; and although in general the food of thefe people is no 
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more than a few dates and butter-milk, yet on this occafion the Cheharwadar, or 
mafter of the cafila, feutto the neighbouring village, and procured lome mutton, which 
he gave to his men, and partook with them of a comfortable pilau. 22d. Moved at 
four in the morning; about fix afcended the fecond mountain, which is flill higher 
than the former, but the road not fo dangerous: we arrived, about nine, at the village 
of Comariger at this place the Rah Dar, or toll-gatherer, demanded one toman (about 
thirteen rupees), as a toll, although the cuftorn for every paffenger, whether European, 
Jew, or Armenian, is only one piaflre, which is equal to one rupee. He alleged that 
I was a Feringy ' Chriftian), and therefore ought to pay more: as I had no refource, 
I Ihould have been obliged to comply, had not the mafter of the cafila oppoled the 
impofition, and threatened to complain on our arrival at Shirauz; on which the toll- 
gatherer debited. This day we travelled three furfengs. 23d. Moved at four in the 
morning; about nine arrived at the city of Kazeroon, di fiance five furfengs. 24th. Pro¬ 
ceeded at five, and at half paft eight arrived at the foot of the third mountain, fituated 
on the confine of the plain, where the city of Kazeroon is built; d‘fiance three fur¬ 
fengs. 25th. Moved at four in the morning, and began to afcend the third mountain, 
which although not fo high and fteep as the two former, yet is fuffidenrly fo to make 
the afcent uneafy and difficult; a great part of the road on one fide is made of mafons’ 
work entirely, the materials hewn out of the mountain: it has a parapet wall of about 
three feet high, like the former: its afcent is winding. About eight o’clock we ar¬ 
rived in a mod delightful valley, by an eafy and gentle defcent; entirely covered with 
a fpecies of the oak and birch, which being fituated between two high mountains, is 
extremely pleafant; the air began now to be piercing cold, and we perceived the fnow 
lying very thick on the mountain before us, which we were to pafs the next day ; 
proceeded on through the valley, and encamped about nine o’clock at the foot of the 
fourth and laft mountain, in our journey to Shirauz ; diftance travelled this day three 
furfengs. 26th. Marched at two in the morning, and began to afcend the mountain, 
which thePerfians call the Peera Zun, or the old woman, by way of diftin&ion. This 
is higher than all the former, and near twelve miles in length ; we were near five hours 
in gaining thefummit, when a profpeft opened to our fight, fcarcely to be equalled in 
beauty, nor can imagination well conceive a more delightful one ; although we beheld 
it whiift the ruggednefs of winter was not yet well worn off, flill the great quantity of 
wood on its fide denoted it to be a inoft delightful place for a fummer refidence ; the 
view from the top is molt ftrikingly romantic, the three preceding mountains feeming 
beneath your feet; the fuminit is covered with fnow, and in many places where the 
rain had fallen, was ice of confiderable thicknefs. Below, on each fide, we beheld- 
the vallies all opening to the beauties of fpring, well watered by running ftreams, the 
great lake on the plain of Kazeroon appearing in its full extent. I cannot but confefs,. 
that the fatigues of the former part of the way were amply made up by the defight- 
fulnefs of this profpefl, the fiiarp clear air giving an increafe of cheerfulnefs and hila¬ 
rity to my fpirits. By a fteep defcent we gained the plain below in about half an hour, 
and at nine o’clock encamped near the village of Defterjin. This day we travelled four 
furfengs and a half. 27th. Moved at four in the morning; at a little after eight, ar¬ 
rived at the village of Khoon Zineoon : near this village runs a very pleafant river, 
which extends to Shirauz. Mr. Niebuhr has laid this down as the Rodheuna, pro¬ 
bably from the people who gave him his information, calling it Rood Khoona, as that 
name in Perfian implies a ftream, or river; the natives of the place mentioning it by 
the appellation of Rood Khoona Zineoon, or the river of Zineoon. 28th. Moved- off 
at four, and at half-paft nine arrived at a caravanferai in ruins, near the village of Chinar 
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Rehadar. This day we travelled four furfengs. 29th. Moved a little after five, and 
at nine arrived in fafety, by the ble/fing of God, at the city of Shirauz, the place of 
my deftination, four furfengs. 

Shirauz.'] Shirauz, the capital of Farfiftan, or Perfia Proper, is fituated in a valley 
of great extent and furprifing fertility ; this valley is twenty-fix miles in length, and 
twelve in breadth, and is furrounded on all fides by very high mountains: it lies, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Niebuhr, in 29“ 30' 31^, about a hundred and ninety-fix miles to the 
North-esft of Abu Shelir. The purity of the air of this place has at all times been 
celebrated, and with great joffice. The city in circumference is one furfeng and fixty 
meafured paces; the fortifications, confidering the country, are tolerably good; a 
wall extends quite round the city, ftve-and-twenty feet high, and ten thick, with round 
towers at the diflance of eighty paces from each other. Shirauz has a moft excellent 
dry ditch around it, the work of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan ; it is fixty feet in depth, 
and twenty in breadth, and would alone, exclufive of the other works, enable the 
city to hold out a long time a gain ft anv power in Perfia, where artillery is but little 
known, and lefs ufed. The city of Shirauz has fix gates, of which the following are 
the names : ift. Derwaza Bag Shah ; 2d. Derwaza Shah Meerza Hamza; 3d. Der¬ 
waza Sadi, fo called from its leading to the tomb of that celebrated poet; 4th. Der¬ 
waza Cufi'ub Khana, adjoining to the fle/h-marfcet; 5th. Derwaza ShadaVe ; 6th. Der¬ 
waza Kazeroon, leading to that city. Each of thefe gates has an appointed guard 
allotted to it, of one hundred men; and four Khans or officers, who every morning 
and evening attend at the citadel in order to pay their compliments to the Khan, or in 
his abfence to the Beglerbeg. It is the duty of thefe guards to prevent all perfons 
departing from the city who have not per million fo to do; and it any perfon, ob¬ 
noxious to government, efcapes, the officer’s head anfwers for it. 1 was frequently 
flopped by them in going out, before 1 obtained an order from the government to have 
free egrefe and regrefs whenever I pleated. The gates-of the city are /hut at funfet, 
ami opened at funrife, during which periods no perfon is permitted to pafs in 
or out. 

Within the city, at the upper end, neareft to the gate of Bag Shah, /lands the Ci¬ 
tadel, which is built of burnt brick, and is a fquare of eighty yards circumference, 
flanked with round towers, and encompafled with a dry folfe of the fame breadth and 
depth as that of the city; this is called by the Perfians the Ark, and is alfo the work 
of Kerim Khan; here Jaafar Khan, the prefent pofTeflpr of Shirauz, refides ; it alio 
ferves occ&fionally as a date prifon. At the door of the Ark is a painting, done in 
very lively colours, representing the combat between the celebrated Perfian hero 
Roftum, and Deeb Sifeed, or the White Demon. The ftory is taken from Ferdoufi’s 
Shah Nama, and the figures are at full length, but ill proportioned. Oppofite to the 
citadel, in a large handfome fquare, is a gallery where the Khan's raufic, confiding of 
trumpets, kettle drums, and other inftruments, plays regularly at funrife and funfet. 
When the Khan is in camp, or on a journey, thefe are always placed in a tent near 
him: one fide of this fquare leads to the Dewan Khan, or chamber of audience, and 
the other opens into a ftreet which leads up to the great mofque. The Dewan Khana 
is a very handfome building, fituated at the upper end of a large garden, to which 
you are conducted through an avenue, planted on each fide with the Perfian Chinar 
tree, a fpecies of the fyeamore. This chamber is a large building, of an oblong form, 
with an open front; the infide, about one-third up the wall, is lined with white marble 
from Tauris, and the ceiling and other parts are ornamented with a beautiful gold 
enamelled work, in imitation of the lapis lazuli: there are feveral pictures in it; 
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two of which, reprelenting the late Vakeel Kerim Khari, and hrs deleft fon Abul 
Futtali Khan, are tolerably well executed; and i was told by the natives that they 
were good refemblances. In'front there are three handfome fountains, with ftone 
bafons, which are conftantly playing, In the great fquare before the Citadel Is the 
Tope Khana, or park of artillery : it confifts of feveral pieces of cannon mounted on 
bad carriages, moft of the guns (which are Spanifh and Portuguefe, excepting two 
Englifii twenty-four pounders) are fo dreadfully honeycombed, that they would cer¬ 
tainly burft on the firfr dileharge. 

« Shirauz has many'good bazars and caravanfcrais : that diftinguiflied by the appel¬ 
lation of the Vakeel* s bazar (fo called from its being built by Kerim Khan), is by far 
the handfomeft; it is a long fireet, extending about a quarter of a mile, built entirely 
of brick, and roofed Something in the ftyle of the piazzas in Covent Garden ; it is 
lofty and well made ; on each fide are the fhops ot the tradefraen, merchants, and 
others, in which are expofed for fale a variety of goods of all kinds : thefe fhops are 
the property of the Khan, and are rented to the merchants at a very eafy monthly 
rate. Leading out of this bazar is a fpacious caravanferai, of an oftagon form, built 
of brick; the entrance through a handfome .arched gate-way : in the centre is a place 
for the baggage and merchant!tie, and on the fides above and below commodious 
apartments for the merchants and travellers ; thefe are alfo rented at a moderate 
monthly fum* About the centre of the above-mentioned bazar is another fpacious 
caravanferai, of a fquare form, the front of which Is ornamented with a blue and white 
enamelled work, in order to reprefent China-ware, and has a pieafing effeft to the eye* 
This building is larger than the former, and is chiefly refer ted to by Armenian and 
other Chriftian merchants ; there are befides feparate bazars in Shirauz, for the dif¬ 
ferent companies of artificers, fiich as goldfmiths, workers of tin, dyers, carpenters, 
joiners, hatters, and ihoemakers; thefe confift of long ftreets, built very regularly, 
and roofed. ^ 

The Jews at Shirauz have a quarter of the city allotted to themfelves, for which 
they pay a confiderable tax to government, and are obliged to make frequent prefents : 
thefe people are more odious to the Perfians than thefe of any other faith ; and every 
opportunity is taken to opprefs and extort money from them; the very boys in the 
ft reel being accuftomed to beat and infult them, of which treatment they dare not com¬ 
plain* The Indians have a caravanferai allowed them in another quarter of the city, 
for which they are alfo under contribution* There is a mint at Shirauz where money 
Is coined in the name of Jaafar Khan, the prefent pofTeffor, the procefs of which is very 
fimple, like moft in other places of the Eaft, the gold or filver being laid in a dye fitted 
for the purpofe, and ftruck with a large hammer, which completes the operation. 
Here alfo the public Serais (or money-changers) fet and regulate the exchange of gold 
and filver* 

Mofques , Shirauz is adorned with many fine mofques, particularly that built 

by the late Kerim Khan, which is a noble one : being very well difguifed in my Per- 
fian drefs, 1 had an opportunity of entering the building unobferved ; it is of a fquare 
form; in the centre is a ftone refervoir of water, made for performing the neceilary 
ablutions or wafhings, previous to prayer; on the four fides oi the building are arched 
apartments allotted for devotions, fome of the fronts of which are covered with China 
tiles ; but Kerim Khan dying before the work was completed, the remainder has been 
made up with a blue and white enamelled work of the kind before deferibed* Within 
the apartments, on the walls, on each fide, are engraved various fentences from the 
Koran, in the Nufkhi character ; and at the upper end of the fquare is a large dome, 
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vvirh a cupola at top, which is the particular place appropriated for the devotion of the 
Vakeel; this is lined throughout with white marble, ornamented with the curious blue 
and gold artificial lapis lazuli, and has three large filver lamps fufpended from the roof 
of the dome : here mullahs or priefts are conftantly employed in reading the Koran. 
This mofque has very good detached apartments, with places for ablutions and other 
religious ceremonies: at a little diftance, on the outfide, the late Vakeel had laid the 
foundation for a range of very handfcme buildings, which he defigned to have been 
occupied by mullahs, dervifhes, and other religious men but, dying before the work 
was brought to perfection, the troubles in Perfia fmce that period have prevented any 
other perfons from finilhing them, and in this imperfect ftate they remain at prefent, 
much to be regretted ; as it would have added greatly to the beauty of the whole. 
In the centre of the city is another mofque, which the Perfians call the Musjidi Noo, 
or the new mofque; but its date is nearly coeval with the city itfelf, at leaft fince it 
has been inhabited by Mahomedans: it is a fquare building of a noble fize, and has 
apartments for prayer on each fide ; in them are many infcriptions in the old Cufick 
character, which of themfelves denote the antiquity of the place; in the centre of the 
fquare is a large terrace, on which the Perfians perform their devotions, both morning 
and evening; this terrace is capable of containing upwards of two hundred perfons, 
and is built of Jlone, raifed two feet and a half high from the ground ; there are here 
two very large cyprefs trees of an extraordinary height, which the Perfians affirm to 
have flood the amazing length of fix hundred years : they are called Aafhuk Maalhuka, 
or the lover and his miflrefs, and are held by the people in great veneration. The 
mofque has a garden adjoining to it, and places neceffary for performing ablutions. 
In another quarter of the city is a fquare building of a very large fize, formerly a 
college of cenfiderable note, where the arts and fciences were taught; and is the fame 
as that mentioned by Sir John Chardin, who vifited this city in the laft century. It 
is now, however, decaying very fafl, but there are ftill mullahs and religious men re¬ 
ading in it ; at prefent it goes by the name of MudrufTa Khan, or the Khan’s college; 
but literature and the fciences have long fmce been negleCted at Shirauz, and the pre¬ 
fent fituation of the country does not feem to promife a fpeedy revival. 

There are places in Shirauz diflinguifhed by the name of Zoor Khana, the houfe of 
ftrength or exercife, to which the Perfians refort for the fake of exercifing themfelves. 
Thefe houfes confifl of one room, with the floor funk about two feet below the furface 
of the earth, and the light and air are admitted to the apartment by means of feveral 
fmall perforated apertures made in the dome. In the centre is a large fquare terrace 
of earth, well beaten down, fmooth, and even; and on each fide are fmall alcoves 
raifed about two feet above the terrace, where the muficians and fpe£lators are feated. 
When all the competitors are affembled, which is on every Friday morning by day¬ 
break, they immediately ftrip themfelves to the waifl; on which each man puts on a 
pair of thick woollen drawers, and takes in his hands two wooden clubs of about a 
foot and a half in length, and cut in the fhape of a pear; thefe they reft upon each 
fljoulder, and the mufic ftriking up, they move them backwards and forwards with 
great agility, ftamping with their feet at the fame time, and ftraining every nerve, till 
they produce a very profufe perfpiration. After continuing this exercife about half 
an hour, the matter of the houfe, who is always one of them, and is diftinguilhed by 
the appellation of Pehlwaun, or wreftler, makes a fignal, upon which they all leave 
off, quit'their clubs, and, joining hands in a circle, begin to move their feet very brifkly 
in union with the mufic, which is all the while playing a lively tune. Having conti¬ 
nued this for a confiderable time, they commence wreftling; but before the trial of 
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Ikill in this art begins, the mailer of the houfe addreffes die company in a particular 
fpeech, in part of which he informs the candidates, that as they are all met in good 
fellowflnp, fo ought they to depart, and that in the contelt they are about entering 
into, they fliould have no malice or ill-will in their hearts; it being only an honourable 
emulation, and trial of ftrength, in which they are going to exert themfelves, and not 
a contentious brawl; he therefore cautions them to proceed in good^ humour and 
concord. This fpeech is loudly applauded by the whole aflembly. 1 he wrefilers 
then turn to their diverfion, in which the mailer of the houfe is always the challenger; 
and, being accuHomed to the exercife, generally proves conqueror, by throwing each 
of the company two or three times fucceflively. I have fometimes, however, feen him 
meet with his equal, efpecially when beginning to grow fatigued. I he ipeftators pay 
each a Shahee, in money, equal to three-pence Ehglitli, for which they are retrefhed 
during the diverlion with a calean and coftee. This mode of exercife, I Ihould fup- 
pofe, mull contribute to health, as well as add ftrength, vigour, and a manly ap¬ 
pearance to the frame. It ftruck me, in its manner or execution, to bear fome re¬ 
semblance to the gymnaltic exercifes of the ancients. 

The Baths.'] The baths in Perfia are very commodious, and well worthy the at¬ 
tention of a ftranger; they generally confift of two large apartments, one of which 
furnilhes an accommodation for undreffing, the other is the bath ; on the fides of the 
firft are benches of ftone, raifcd two feet from the ground, on which are fpread mats 
and carpets, where the bathers fit to undrefs, and from thence they proceed to the 
bath through a long narrow paffage. The bath is a large room of an octagon form, 
with a cupola at top, through which the light and air are admitted •, on the fides of 
this room are fmall platforms of wood railed about a foot from the ground, on which 
the people who enter to hathe perform' their devotions, a ceremony' the Perlians always 
previoufly obferve: at the upper end of the room is a large bafon or refervoir of water, 
built of ftone, well heated by means of ftoves made at the botton, with iron gratings 
over them; and adjoining is another refervoir of cold water, of either of which the 
bather has his choice. When he comes out of the hot bath, which is generally in 
the fpace of ten or twelve minutes, the people of the houfe ftand ready to perform 
the operation of rubbing, and to eflefl this he is laid at full length on his back, with 
a pillow to fupport his head; a brulh made of camel’s hair is then ufed, which com¬ 
pletely rubs off all the dirt the body has con traded. After rubbing fome time, they 
rinfe the whole body with feveral bafons of warm water, and the perlon is recondufted 
to the drefling apartment, where he fluffs and dreffes at leifure, receiving a calean to 
fmoke. The Perfians are much more fcrupulous than any other Eaftern nation in 
permitting foreigners to go into their baths, which if attempted with their knowledge, 
they prevent. By means however of a fmall prefent, and on account of my living 
in a Perlian family, and going privately at night, I had always free accefs ; although 
Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the Buffora factory, then refiding at Shirauz, going one 
night, after he was undrefied, was informed by the keeper of the houfe, who under- 
ftood he was an European, that he mull drefs himfelf immediately, and quit the place; 
alleging in excufe, that if it was known he had admitted a Feringy, he fliould Iofe both 
his cuftom and reputation, as the bath would thereby be deemed polluted. This is 
very remarkable, as I am informed that in Turkey it is quite the contrary, foreigners 
of all denominations being there allowed to ufe any of the Baths whenever their incli¬ 
nations lead them. 

The Gul Reazee, or flattering of Rofls.] During the fpring, the baths in Perfia are 
decorated in great finery, a cuftom diftinguifhed by the natives under the name ol 
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Gul Reazee for the Mattering of roles), from the vaft quantity of thofe flowers ftrewed 
in the apartments ; this ceremony continues a week or ten days, during which time the 
guefts are entertained with mufic, dancing, cofree, Iherbet, &c. and the dreffing apart- 
jnent is decked out with paintings, looking-glaffes, dreamers, and other ornaments, at 
the expence of the mailer of the humaiim, who compUmems his cuftomers on the 
occafion, though a fmall prefent is generally made by them to the muiicians. The 
baths are ufed alternately by nien and women every other day, but each fex generally 
ufe them but once a week, or in every ten days at fartheft. 

The bath bulk by Kerim Khan is particularly beautiful; it has for the outer apart¬ 
ment a large handfome octagon, to which light is conveyed from the top ; on the fides 
are platforms of done, raifed three feet from the ground, each of which has a fquare 
refer voir of water, and a large fountain, which, by condantly playing in the centre ot 
the room, renders the place very cot?] and agreeable ; the fides are adorned with pictures 
and tapeiiry ; the inner apartment is lined throughout with Tauris marble, and the 
dome and fides ornamented with the imitation of the lapis lazulh To this bath none 
are admitted but thofe of a higher rank, it being chiefly ufed by the principal Khans, or 
officers of the army, and their families. 

Shah Cheraug *] In the centre of the city, adjoining to the mofque called Musjidi 
Nog aforementioned, is a building of a very large fize, which is called by the Perfians 
the Shah Cheraug, or the king’s lamp, and is eonfidered as a place of the greatefl 
fanftity about Shirauz, being the maufeolmn of the brother of one of their Imaums, or 
heads of the faith ; this place is of confiderable antiquity, nor is the exaft date of its 
foundation ascertained j but by an extract I procured from the chronicles of the place, 
it appears to have been repaired by the celebrated lhdnce Azzud ad Driwlah Deikmee, 
of the family of Buy ah, who was Ameer al Umrah to one of the Caliphs of the houfe 
of Abbas, and was a Prince of great abilities, learning, and piety. He reigned in the 
fpurth century of the Mahometan Hijra. 

Having with great difficulty procured an extract from the chronicles of the place, 
which are kept in the mofque, 1 fhali here infert a tranflation of them ; and it will ap¬ 
pear by this extraS;, that the building was formerly magnificent, but is now going to 
ruin. The lafl perfon who repaired it was Kerim Khan, who gave it a complete new 
covering, but fmce his time it has been neglefted, and has fuffered much by the rain 
and other accidents, owing to the very great age of the building \ however, there are 
at prefent feme of the Imaums Zadas, or defendants from their Imaums, refiding in it, 
who are fupported by what little remains of the former ample revenues of the place* 

Extract from the Aafar Ahumud ), or Chronicles of the Shah Cherdg , the Sepulchre of 

Ahumud Ihn Moufa «, 

It ie related, from the regifter of moft refpedtable chronicles, that in the days of 
Sultaun Azzud ad Dowlah Deiliemee, it was thus revealed to that Prince in a dream, 
that Meer Mah untuned (the fan of the religious, chief of the tribe of the worihippers of 
God, the moft learned of the holy orators, and prime head of the expounders of the 
Koran), as allb Ahumud Ibn Afeef ad Deen Kubeer (chief of the fpeakers of truth, and 
of thofe who praife the Deity), two perfons, who from purity of heart had become 
the fervants and gaardiaqg of this holy monument and moft fanftified tomb, there 
refting from their labours, are interred. The Sultaun, therefore, was enjoined to go 
to their immediate defendants, that is to fay, Sheik Afeef ad Deen Sard and Peer 
Shems ad Deen r who are both now alive, and that he fhould by their means be pointed 
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out the facred tomb, and from them receive inftruclions for the rebuilding and beauti¬ 
fying the edifice; and as formerly in the days of Sufoot ad Deen, Mufauood, Ibn-Bedr 
ad Deen, this holy tomb, as well as that of Seiud Meer Mohammed Abudeen Moufa 
fbn fa afar (upon whom be peace!), and alfo that of Seihd Allah ad Deen HofTein Ibn 
Moufa Kafiin (the blefling of God be upon them !), had been re-built and beautified ; 
fo Ameer Sultan Azzud ad Dovvlah Deillemee, who is the Have of the pofterity of Ali, 
having been pointed out thefe things in a dream, fet forwards towards the holy place; 
and as this had been revealed to him, fo it had alfo been revealed to the domellies of 
the facred fepulchre of Sheick Afeef ad Deen Sani and Peer Shems ad Deen: they, 
therefore, when the Sultaun arrived, informed him of what they had beheld ; and he, 
agreeably to the command, came to the holy fepulchre, and ordered it to be opened; 
which being done, it appeared by meafurement that this tomb was fifteen yards in 
length, and ten yards in breadth ; and the facred corpfe was difcovered to the eyes of 
Sultaun \ zzud ad Dowla, and thofe who were with him, as well as to the grandfather 
of the author of the prefent work, who was on the fpot. Upon the tomb they per¬ 
ceived a lighted candle, fcented with camphire ; and the body of that holy perfon 
appeared quite frefli and fweet, as if but lately interred, whilft from the Melted tomb 
there was emitted the fcent of pure mulk and ambergris, and from the top of the dome 
the rays of a clear and bright light were reflected around. It is further related, in the 
Shirauz Naina, that Atta Beg Abu Bukir, the fon of Saad Zunkee, in the year of the 
Hijra 446, added many apartments to this building, as alfo did, after him, the moll 
illuftrious lady Bebee Jam Khatoon, who was either the fecond or third benefa&refs 
to it.—The hiftory further obferves, that Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and thofe who 
were with him, perceived on the finger of the corpfe a feal ring, on which was engraved 
the following words : ‘ Izzut Alla Taala Ahumud Ibn Moufa : To God Almighty be 
glory! Ahuraud the Ion of Moufa: 5 and, moreover, Sultaun Ameer Azzud ad 
Dowla drew this ring oft the finger, when fuddenly it became invifible to him, and 
was on the finger of another in company, (but God knows who!) The Shirauz Naina 
alfo relates, that at this time Sultaun Ameer Azzud ad Dowla was afflicted with a 
violent aflhma, and the moment he entered the holy fepulchre, by virtue of that facred 
body, he became perfectly cured, without the fmalieft trace of his diforder remaining; 
in acknowledgment of which great blefling, Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla determined on 
rebuilding and beautifying the facred tomb ; and thofe buildings which were to be feen 
in the days of Azzud ad Dowla, particularly the foundation of the prefent dome, the 
tower, the harain, and the ornaments of the fepulchre, as well as the college adjoining 
to the court-yard, were all done by him. He alfo appointed fixed falaries for the 
domellics of the place. The lady above mentioned, Bebee Jam Khatoon, was the 
lifter of Sultaun Ifliaac, and not only a mod noble and illuftrious Princefs, but fo de¬ 
vout and relpe&able as to be the pride and ornament of the Seljukian race: (may the 
mercy of God be upon her!) She it was that rebuilt the tower, and thofe apart¬ 
ments which are above the area, both above and below, as alfo the market-place ad¬ 
joining the Meidan *, the Nokara Khana t, and the Afh Khana j. The Fars Nama, 
the Nezam al Towareek, as well as the Shirauz Nama of Sheick Kuttob, and the 
Kitab Hizza Beiaun, all relate that the above noble character, Bebee Jaani Khatoon, 
appointed fourteen parcels of arable land, with proper aqueduGs for conveying water, 
the revenues of which were taken from the village of Meimoon, and other places in the 
neighbourhood of Shirauz, for the maintenance of this holy tomb : Ihe alfo made a 

* A ftjuare, -J- The gallery for malic. t The kitchen, > 
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prefeat of lliirty volumes of the Koran, written in letters of gold (the work of Moulana 
Yeheea) ; and there was written on the top of them, * May the curfe of God overtake 
thofe who prefume to lay hands on, or takeaway, thefe books.’ She even ordained, that, 
excepting the guardian of the fepulchre, none fhould prefurtte to look into, or meddle 
with the facred volumes; nor fhould any have concern with the lands allotted for the 
fupport of the place, or the fervants or domeftics belonging to it, on any account 
whatever except him ; which ordinations were confirmed by all fuccecding Princes and 
great men who afterwards became benefaflors to the tomb. It is further recorded, 
that Meer Hubeeb Allah, the flower of religious and holy men, and chief of the race 
of the Seiuds (defcendants of Mahomed), the molt wife, the moil; learned, and the 
mo ft exalted of his age, the difpofer of benefices, and the performer of good actions, 
who, in the reign of Shah Tehamafp a I Huffen al Hofseeui Behader Khan (whofe ha¬ 
bitation now is paradife), was chief magifirate of the province of Pars, and guardian 
of the holy fepulchre, which he held by right of inheritance from his anceftors, who 
in legular fuccefiion had enjoyed the office of Vizier in Perfia and guardian of this 
tomb, and voluntarily gave up all they poffeffed in fupport of it; for this reafon, there¬ 
fore, Meer Hubeeb Allah refolved on re-beautifying the building, in confequence of 
which the tower and the apartments, both above and below, as well as the body of the 
edifice, were by him adorned in the moll elegant manner, with curious gold enamelled 
work, in imitation of lapis lazuli, and other coftly materials, as well within the building 
as in the outer courts and offices ; and excepting the tomb of that illufirious Prince and 
Iraaurn, Abul Huffim Alt, Ibn Moufa al Reza, the chief of the Imaums, (the bleiling 
of God be upon him!) who was brother to this Imauin, there was nothing in the four 
quarters of the world could equal it, for the quantity of ground allotted for its fupport, 
the ample falaries of the readers of the Koran, or for the expences of the Afli Khana, 
the Nokara Khana, the Muezzins *, its ornaments and buildings, ail of which were 
renewed by this Meer Hubeeb Allah j no mortal ever beholding its equal in beauty, 
magnificence, and fplendor.” 

The above is as literal a tranflation as the language would admit of, which is very 
obfcure and difficult in the original. 

The Tomb of Hafiz .] The tomb of the celebrated and defervedly admired Hafiz, 
one of the moll famous of the Perfian poets. Hands about two miles diflant from the 
city walls, on the north-eafl fide, and neareft the gate of Shah Meerza Hamza. Here 
the late Vakeel Kerim Khan has erefted a molt elegant ivan or hall, with apartments 
adjoining : this building is executed in the fame Hyle as the Dewan Khana, nor has 
any coll been fpared to render it agreeable : it Hands in die middle of a large garden ; 
in front of the apartments is a Hone refervoir, in the centre of which is a fountain. 
In the garden are many cyprefs-trees of extraordinary fize and beauty, as well as of 
great antiquity: I take them to be the fame as thofe defcribed by Sir John Chardin. 
Under the lhade of thefe trees is the tomb of the poet Mahomed Shems ad Deen Hafiz, 
of fine white marble from Tauris, eight feet in length and four in breadth : this was 
built by order of Kerim Khan, and covers the original one: on the top and fides of 
the tomb are feleft pieces from the poet’s own works, mofl beautifully cut in the Perfian 
Nullaleek character. During the fpring and fummer feafons, the inhabitants vifit 
here, and amufe themfelves with fmoking, playing at chefs, and other games, reading 
alfo the works of Hafiz, who is in greater efleem with them than any other of their poets j 
and they venerate him almoH to adoration, never fpeaking of him but in the higheH 

* Crier# for the purpofc of calling the people to prayer*. 
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terms of rapture and enthufiafm : a moft elegant copy of his works is kept upon the 
tomb for the purpofe, and the infpe&ion of all who go there. The principal youth of 
the city afiemble here, and fliew every poflibte mark of refpect for their favourite poet, 
making plentiful libations of the delicious wine of Shirauz to his memory. Clofe by 
the garden runs the ftream of Roknabad, fo celebrated in the works of Hafiz ; this, 
however, is now dwindled into a finall rivulet, which takes its fource from the moun¬ 
tains to the north-eaft. The water is clear and fweet, and in that refpeft deferves the 
fame it has obtained ; it is held in great eftimation by modem Perfians, who attribute 
medicinal qualities to it j but with what juftice I cannot determine. 

The following couplet, from the works of the poet, may ferve to illuftrate the above 
paflage: 

*2jLi *lXLa. <5*0 (jSLw xJj 

Boy ! bring me the wine that remains ! for thou wilt not find in Paradife the fweet 
t( banks of our Roknabad, or the rofy bowers of Mofellay!” 

SIR WILLIAM JONES, 

Further, he obferves of Mofellay: 

jyLS jijti. i*f\**» 

Jd (jS j*'®! 

,e From Jaafar Abad to the fweet bower of Mofellay, the morning gale cometh fcented 
“ with ambergris l” hafiZ. 

Mofellay.'] This celebrated bower of Mofellay is fituated a quarter of a mile to the 
Weft ward of the tomb, but is entirely in ruins, no trace or veftige remaining of that 
pleafantnefs which you are taught to expeft 011 perufing the preceding couplet; yet.one 
may judge by the fituation, which is really a delightful one, being lofty, that it might 
formerly have been agreeable. At prefent the country round about is rugged and 
barren, and now ferves as a place for celebrating the Mahomedan feftival of the Ide 
Korban, or the ceremonies which are obferved on that day, in commemoration of 
Abraham’s offering up his fon Ifaac, whom they call Khmael. 

Heft.] A little to the northward of Iiafiz’s tomb, is a magnificent building, called by 
the Perfians Heft Tun, or the Seven Bodies, on account of feven Dervifhes, or religious 
men, who coming from a great diftance to. fefide in this country, took up their abode 
on the fpot where the above building is erected, and there remained until they all died, 
each burying the other fucceffively, until the only furvtvor, who was interred by the 
neighbours upon this fpot, and in memory of which event Kerim Khan has erefteda 
beautiful hall* with adjoining apartments: this hall is twenty-feven feet by eighteen, 
and forty feet high ; one third of the height of the hall is lined with white marble from 
Tauris, and the reft and the cieling are ornamented with blue and gold enamel: it is 
built on the fame plan as thofe of Hafiz and the Dewan Khana, and is really a noble 
building. It has alfo fome tolerable paintings, executed, in the Perfian ftyle, amongft 
which is one of Abraham’s offering up his fon Ifaac, with the angel descending ; and 
another of Mofes, when a boy, tending the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro. Over 
the doors of this hall are placed portraits of the two celebrated poets Hafiz and Sadi, 
done at full length : that of Hafiz habited in the old Perfian Jrefs. .He is painted 
with a frefh rofy complexion, and a very large pair of whilkers, and in the picture 
appears to be about ftx-and-thirty years of age $ the other, of Sheick Sadi, is the figure 
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of a venerable old man, with a long beard turned white by age, drefled in a religious 
drefs, with long flowing robes, in his right hand holding a (mall crooked iron ftaft, and 
in the other a charger of incenfe. Before the hall is a very hand Tome done refervoir, 
where the Perfians obferve their ablutions (enjoined by the Mahomedan laws) previous 
to their performing their devotions near the graves of the feven Dervifhes (each of 
which have handfome tomb-ftones over them), in a fpot of ground allotted for that 
purpofe. The garden confifts of two avenues of cyprefs trees, bounded by a high wall, 
and there is a fine fpacious terrace on the top of this building, from whence you have 
an extenlive view of the city of Shirauz, and the adjoining country. To this place, 
well as to the tomb of Hafiz, the Perfians frequently refort, and amufe themfelves until 
evening, when they return to the city. 

Dil Gujha'te.~\ On a parallel line with Heft Tun, about three quarters of a mile 
diftant, is the garden of Dil Gufhaie, fo called from the pleafantnef’s of its fituation, 
fignifying in Perfian, heart expanding : it is fituated at the foot of a high mountain, 
out of which iffues a dream of clear irefh water, for the reception of which there has 
been made a fucceflion of done bafons, fo fafhioned as to make the water fall down 
from one to the other, after the manner of a cafcade, and at about fixty paces didant 
from each other ; thefe forming feparate falls, have a pleafing effect to the eye. In 
the centre is a fummer-houfe, built of done, through which the water runs by means 
of a done channel: in this place the Perfians fit and amufe themfelves, fmoking and 
playing at games of chance, and regale themfelves with what they may have brought 
from the city. This garden is, upon the whole, extremely agreeable, the water clear 
and cold, and the air delightfully mild and refrelliing. 

The Tomb of Sadi.~\ A mile to the eadward of Dil Gufliaie, is the tomb of the cele¬ 
brated Sheick Sadi aforementioned, fituated at the foot of the mountains that bound 
Shirauz to the N.E. and is a large fquare building, at the upper end of which are 
two alcoves, recedes in the wall; that on the right hand is the tomb of Sheick, juft 
in the ftate it was in when he was buried, built of ftone, fix feet in length, and two and 
a half in breadth: on the fides of it are engraved many fentences in the old Nuikhi 
character, relating to the poet and his works. Sadi flourifhed about five hundred and 
fifty years ago, and his works are held in great efteem amongft all the Pattern nations 
for their morality, and for the excellent precepts they inculcate. On the top of the 
tomb is a covering of painted wood, black and gold, on which is an ode of the Shriek’s, 
written in the modern Nuftaleek character, and on removjng this board is perceived 
the empty ftone coffin in which the Sheick was buried. This the religious, who come 
here, take care to ftrew with flowers, rofaries, and various relics. On the top of the 
tomb is placed, for the infpeftion of all who vifit there, a manufeript copy of the Sheick’s 
works, Bioft elegantly tranferibed. On the fide of the walls ace many Perfian verfes, 
written by thofe who have at different times vifited the place. The building is now 
going to ruin, and unlefs repaired muit foon fall entirely to decay. It is much to be 
regretted, that the uncertain ftate of affairs in the country will not admit of any one’s 
being at the expence of repairing it. Men who are to-day in authority and power, 
are, perhaps, to-morrow feized on and dragged to prifon; nor can any one depend 
upon the fate of the enfuing day. Adjoining to this building are the graves of many 
religious men, who have been buried here at their own requefts. 

A remarkable Channel.~\ A little to the left of this building, under ground, is a 
very remarkable channel, to which you defeend by a flight of feventy ftone fteps, and 
at the bottom are furprifed at the fight of a handfome building, of an octangular form, 
through which the channel runs. It is built entirely of ftone, which, although the 
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work of many ages paft, yet remains complete and perfeS. This the prefent Perfians 
fuperftitioufly attribute to its having been built with what they call Pool Helaul, or 
lawful money, i. e. money not acquired by oppreflion and tyranny; for they fay that 
fucfi buildings as have been erected by tyrants foon moulder and fade away; whilft, 
■on the contrary, the works of good and juft princes endure for ages unhurt. They 
have formed thefe opinions by attending to the tradition of the place, which they fay 
was built by a king of Perfia named Gemfheed, a prince famous in the Perfian hiflory 
for his piety and juftice, and the fame who built Perfepolis, he having firll, at a vaft 
expeiice and much labour, dug out a ftream of water from the adjacent mountains, 
which was conveyed by an aqueduct to this well, from whence it flows through a ftone 
channel formed under ground, about two feet in breadth, and fupplies all the places 
adjoining to Shirauz with excellent water. The prefent natives attribute great virtues 
to the fuppofed properties of this water, and are fond of bathing in it. On the fides 
of this building are recedes and alcoves, where thofe who vifit it fit and finoke, and 
find it perfectly cool and refrelhing, even in the hotteft day of fummer. Sir John. 
Chardin mentions a fountain near the tomb of Sadi, in which, he fays, were fifli con- 
fecrated to the Sfaeick; but as there are no figns of any thing at prefent remaining 
fimilar to his defcription, I think it is probable he meant the above-mentioned channel, 
in which are caught abundance of very fine fifli. This place, though it may not be 
of the date tradition mentions, yet certainly bears marks of very great antiquity; and 
as fuch is an object worthy the attention of a llranger, which induced me to infert the 
above defcription. 

A quarter of a mile to the northward of the gate Shaah Meerza Hamza, is a large 
octagon building, in the infide of which is the tomb of Abdurraheem Khan, the fecond 
fon of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, who died in the 12th year of his age. This tomb 
is eight feet in length, and three in breadth, Handing in the centre of the room, co¬ 
vered with a piece of brocade ; it is of very fine marble from Tauris, elegantiy gilt: 
on the top and fides are infcriptions in the Perfian language, well cut, in the Nuftaleek 
character, and the room has a beautiful dome, with the cupola and fides ornamented 
with blue and gold enamelled work, imitative of China-ware. The Perfians excel all 
the Eaftem nations in this kind of enamel; and what makes it fo pleafing to the eye, 
is the brightnefs of the colours, which far exceed, in their livelinefs, any tiling that 
can be done in Europe ; and I think are equal to thofe produced in China. 

Kerim Khan, amongfl other beneficial works during his lifetime, built feveral 
fummer-houfes in the neighbourhood of Shirauz. The gardens in which they are 
placed are laid out in an agreeable ftyle, though quite different to our ideas of the 
beauties of gardening; they confift generally of long ftrait plantations of fycamore 
and cyprefs trees, planted regularly on each fide the walk, in form of avenues, and 
have parterres of flowers in the centre, with ftone fountains in different parts of the 
garden, which add much to the coolnefe and beauty of them. On the fide of the 
walls are ere&ed fcaffoldings of wood, covered over at top with thin laths, on which 
the grape vines grow, and form pleafant arbours. Indeed this truly great man well 
deferved his good fortune, as he fpent the beft part of his life in adorning Shirauz, 
which he confidered his chief city of refidence, with every thing that could make it 
comfortable and agreeable to his fubje&s; a circumftance the Perfians have been more 
fenfible of fince his death : nor is his name ever mentioned by them, efpecially the 
middling and lower clafs of people, but in terms exprelfive of the higheit gratitude 
and efteem, 
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As the religion of the Ferfians is known to be Mahomedan, and as very good ac¬ 
counts have already been given of it, I fhall touch but lightly on the fubjedtj but as 
they are of the fe£k of the Sheias, or followers of Ali, foine of their cuftoms, as well 
religious as civil, may probably differ from thofe of the Turks, who are of the feet of 
the Sunnies, or followers of Oman I {hall therefore make a few remarks on what I 
think mofl worthy of obfervation in each of them: and fir ft refpecting their mar¬ 
riages. 

Marriages of the Perjlansf\ When the parents of a young man have determined 
upon marrying him, they look out amongft their kindred and acquaintance for a fuit- 
able match; in which having fucceeded, the father or mother of the young man, or 
fometlmes his lifter, aflemble a number of their friends, and go to the houfe where the 
perfon they intend to demand lives ; being arrived, a converfation takes place, in which 
the bufinefs is opened and the match propofed. If the father of the woman is con¬ 
tented with the propofols, he immediately orders fweetmeats to be brought in, which 
is taken as a direct fign of compliance; and the company for that time take leave. 
Some days after, the females of the family of the man aflemble at the houfe of the 
intended bride, where the terms of marriage are fettled, and the ufual prefents on the 
part of the bridegroom are promifed. Thefe, if the perfon be in middling circum- 
llances, generally confift of two complete fuits of apparel of the bell fort, a ring, a 
looking-glafs, and a final! fum in ready money of about ten or twelve tomans, which 
fum is denominated Mehr u Kaween, or the marriage-portion, it being given for the 
exprefs purpofe of providing for the wife in cafe of a divorce. There is alfo provided 
a quantity of houfhold fluff of all forts, fuch as carpets, mats, bedding, utenfils for 
dreffing vi&uals, &c. After this a writing or contraft is drawn up, in the prefence of, 
and witnefled by, the Cadi, or magiftrate, or in his abfence by an akhund, or priefft 
this writing the Ferfians call Akud Bundee, or the binding contract, in which the father 
of the bride fets forth, that on fuch a day, in fuch a year, he has given his daughter 
in marriage to the fon of fuch a perfon (mentioning the name of the bridegroom and 
his father), who alfo on his part enumerates the different prefects he makes in his fon’s 
name to the bride, as well as the ftipulated money called Mehr u Kaween. This 
writing is figned and fealed by both parties, as well as the Cadi and the Mullah, and is 
depofited in the hands of the bride's father, where it always ferves as a record, in cafe 
of a divorce, to enforce the fulfilling of the marriage-articles : for on this occafion the 
huiband is obliged to make good the contract, even to the minuteft agreement, before 
the divorce can be complete. When this ceremony is finiftied, the marriage by the 
Mahomedan law is deemed perfect. It is, however, obfervable that portions are never 
given with daughters in Perfia, as is the cuftom in Europe, and in moft places of the 
EafL Nothing now remains but to celebrate the wedding, and this is generally per¬ 
formed on the fecond or third day after figning the contradl, in the following manner t 
the night before the wedding, the friends and relations of the bride aflemble at her 
houfe, attended by mufic, dancing girls, and other figns of felHvity* This night is dif- 
tinguiflied by the appellation ofS’heb Hinna Bundee, or the night in which the hands 
and feet of the bride are ftained with the herb of hinna, well known all over the Eaft* 
Previous to the ceremony, a large quantity of this herb is fent by the bridegroom to 
the houfe of the bride 5 and on the day or flaming foe is fir ft conveyed to the bath* 
where having bathed, foe is brought back to her own houfe; after which they /lain her 
hands and feet, at the fame time painting her eyebrows and foreltead with antimony 
jowder called furma; when this is finiflied, they fend back what remains of the herb 
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to the houfe of the bridegroom, where the like operation is performed upon him by 
his friends. The wedding night being come, the friends both of the bride and bride¬ 
groom, men and women, aflemble at the houfe of the bride, in order to carry her to 
that of her future hufband : they are attended by all forts of mufic, fingers, and danc¬ 
ing girls, and all are drefied in their fmartefl apparel, each of the women having on a 
veil of red (ilk. The prefents which the bridegroom has made, are all put into trays 
covered with red filk, which are carried on men f s Ihoulders* After waiting at the 
door feme time, the bride is brought forth, covered from head to foot in a veil of red 
filk, or painted muffin ; a horfe is then prefented for her to mount, which is fent 
thither exprefsly by the bridegroom; and when fhe is mounted, a large looking-glafs 
is held before her by one of the bride-maids, all the way to the houfe of her hufband, 
as an admonition to her, that it is the lafl time fhe will look into a glafs as a virgin, 
being now about to enter into the cares of the married Hate. The proceflion then fets 
forward in the following order : — firfl, the mufic and dancing girls ; after which the 
■ prefents, in trays borne upon men's ihoulders ; next come the relations and friends of 
the bridegroom, all fhoming and making a great noife ; who are followed by the 
bride hgffeif furrounded by all her female friends and relations, one of whom leads 
the borfe by the bridle ; and feveral others on horfeback clofe the proceffion* Being 
arrived at the houfe of the bridegroom, they are met at the door by the father and 
mother, and from thence are conduced up flairs : the bride then enters the room. 
The bridegroom, who is at the upper end, makes a low obeifance ; and prefently after, 
coming clofe up to his bride, takes her up into his arms and embraces her* Soon 
after they retire into a private chamber; and, on their return to the company, it caufes 
great rejoicings. They then all fit down to flipper in feparate apartments, Ehe men' 
eating with the bridegroom in one room, and the women with the bride in another ; 
It being quite contrary to cufiom for the women to eat in company with the men on 
this occafion. The weddiog-fupper is prolonged to a late hour in the night, with 
cheerfulnefs and feftive mirth. 

Rejoicings in Perfla for a wedding generally continue eight or ten days* If, after 
marriage, a man iliould be difeontented with his wife (which,is fometimes the cafe in 
this as in other countries), he is at liberty to divorce her; a man, by the Mahomedan 
law, being always enabled to put his wife away at diferetion: this is performed by 
giving her every thing he had promifed her previous to marriage, and by re-demanding 
the contrail of his wife's relations. The ceremony of divorce is called by the Perfians 
Tellaak, If again, after the divorce, the hufband fhould be inclined to take his wife 
back, he is at liberty fo to do, and this for three times fuccefiively ; and when it fo hap¬ 
pens, the contrafl muft be renewed each time : but after the third time he is exprefsly 
forbidden to re-marry the fame woman. I have heard a flory of the woman’s being 
obliged firfl to be married, then bedded, and afterwards divorced by another man, 
before her firfl hufband can re-marry her ; but I never could meet with an inflance of 
it in Perfia, or ever knew of any cufiom of that kind prevalent in the country, although 
I made frequent enquiries concerning it. It feldom happens that a man, who is once 
divorced from his wife, is inclined to take her back again ; thofe who do fo being in 
little eflimation with their neighbours : and with refpefl to the number of wives a man 
has, although by the Mahomedan law he is certainly allowed as many as he is able to 
maintain, yet in general, amongfi the Perfians, that perfon is moft efteemed who attaches 
himfelf to one. 

Contracts of marriage in Perfia, as well as in many other places in the Eaft, are 
often made between families at a very early period; and although confummation does 

k k % uot v 


2^2 FRANC KLIN’s TOUR FROM BENGAL TO BERSIA. 

not take place till many years after, yet the woman contra&ed cannot divorce herfelfj. 
or be abfolved from the contract, unlefs by the confent of her betrothed hufband, ex¬ 
cept on forfeiture of a confiderable fum of money. The fame is alfo binding on the 
part of the man. 

A widow in Perfia is obliged to wait four months, after the death of her huiband, 
before Ihe is permitted by law to marry again ; but the concubine of a perfon deceafed 
may go to another as foon as fhe pleafes. 

Cbriftenwgs or naming of Children in Perfia.] At the chriftening, or rather naming 
of children in Perfia, the following ceremony is obferved: the third or fourth day 
after the child is born, the friends arid relations of the woman who has Iain in affenible 
at her houfe, attended by mufic and dancing-girls, hired for the occafion ; after play¬ 
ing and dancing fome time, a Mullah, or prieft, is introduced, who, taking the child in 
his arms, demands of the mother what name ihe chufes the infant fliould be called by j 
being told, he begins praying, after a fhort time applies his mouth clofe to the child’s 
ear, and tells him diftinfrly three times (calling him by name) to remember and be 
obedient to his father and mother; to venerate his Koran and his Prophet; to abftain 
from thofe things which are unlawful, and to practife thofe things which are good and 
virtuous. Having repeated the Mahomedan profellion of faith, he then re-delivers the 
child to his mother; after which the company are entertained with fweetmeats and other 
refrefhments, a part of which the females prefent always take care to carry away in 
their pockets, believing it to be the infallible means of their having offspring themfelves- 
The ceremony of the Sunnut, or circumcifion, in Perfia, is generally performed during 
the Chehula, or fpace of forty days from the birth of the child ; as within that period 
it is lefs dangerous than at a more advanced age. Some there are, however, who do 
not undergo the operation until the expiration of feven or eight years ; but it is abfo- 
lutely neceffary that it fhould take place before the age of fourteen, as after that time it 
is deemed unlawful; on this occafion the parents of the child invite their relations and 
friends to an entertainment. The operation is performed after the Jewifh ritual, and in 
the manner praflifed by the Muffulmans of India. 

With great men this ceremony is uncommonly fplendid. During my refidence at 
Shirauz, I had an opportunity of being an eye-witnefs to the rejoicings made by the in¬ 
habitants in honour of the fon of Jjafar Khan, who, on the 27th of April 1had 
ceremony performed upon him. 

Fejlioal of ihe Cheraugoons.'] On the 20th, great preparations having previoufiy 
been made, all the bazars in Shirauz were fplendidly illuminated, particularly the 
grand bazar, which was adorned throughout with luftres of party-coloured lamps, 
fufpended from the roof about half way down : the Ihops of the merchants on each 
fide were drafted out in great finery, with filver paper, rich hangings, &c. j the walls 
on each fide, to a confiderable height, covered with tapeftry, looking-glafies, and many 
paintings, done in the Perfian fryle, moft of them reprefenting the ancient Kings of 
Perfia and India, in the different dreffes of their respective countries; as well as defigns 
taken from their moft admired poets. Bands of mufic, and dancing women, were 
conftantly performing night and day, throughout the different bazars, on fcaffoldings 
creeled for the purpofe ; and the whole was a feene of feftivity for feven days and as 
many nights. Among feveral ingenious things obfervable on this occafion, the fight 
prefented at the Juba Khana, or the Khan’s arfenal, was moft worthy of notice. In 
the centre of this building the armourers had fufpended in the air a brafs mortar of 
800 cwt. by fome hidden means, as nothing appeared to fupport it, either above or 
below j the only vifible thing being a number of coloured bottles flicking to it, as if 
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?o keep it buoyant in the atmofphere. I was told, however, that it was effe&ed by 
means of a wire paffed from the roof of the place to the mouth of the mortar j hut 
not being vifible to the fpe&ators, it gave a very ingenious effeft. The decorations 
on this occafion colt the fhop-keepers and tradefmen confiderable fums, as, befides the 
expences of the illuminations, they were obliged to make a handfome peifhcufli, or 
prefent, to the Khan and his fon, who alfo on this occafion gave a grand entertainment 
in the citadel, to which the principal men in the city were invited ; and the whole was 
concluded by a magnificent difplay of fireworks. 

The funerals of the Perftans.~\ The funerals of the Perfians are conduced in a 
fimilar manner to thofe in other Mahomedan countries. On the death of a Muflul- 
man, the relations and friends of the deceafed being affembled, make loud lamentations 
over the corpfe ; after which it is walhed and laid out on a bier, and carried to the 
place of interment without the city walls, attended by a Mullah, or prieft, who chants 
paffagcs from the Koran all the way to the grave. If any Muffulman fhould chance 
to meet the corpfe during the procefiion, he is obliged, by the precepts of his religion, 
to run up to the bier, and offer his afliftance in carrying it to the grave, crying out at 
the fame time. Lab Illdh III Lillah / u There is no God but God.” After inter¬ 
ment, the relations of the deceafed return home, and the women of the family make a 
mixture of wheat, honey, and fpices, which they eat in memory of the deceafed, fend¬ 
ing a part of it to their friends and acquaintance, that they alfo may pay him a like 
honour. — This cuftom feems to be derived from very great antiquity, as we read in 
Homer of facrifices and libations being frequently made to the memory of departed fouls. 

Price of Bloody The Perfians are very {IriQ: in refpect to the price of blood, or kit 
talionis, this being laid down and authorifed as a pofitive command in the Koran ; it is 
called Deiut. At Shirauz, if a man murders another perfon, he is obliged to pay a Deiut, 
either in money or goods, to the value of 800 piaftres, which is to be received by the 
relations of the deceafed ; but if this is not agreed to, and the relations infill upon it 
{'the acceptance being entirely optional), the murderer is to be delivered up to the 
neareft of kindred to the perfon flam, and is by them put to death : but fliould it fo 
happen that the murderer efcapes, the two families are at perpetual variance, until 
full fatisfaction be made, either by paying the price of blood, as related, or apprehend¬ 
ing the murderer, and furrendering him, a circumftance often attended with very 
bloody confequences. There is yet, however, another mode of compromife, and to 
which, in one inllance, I was an eye-witnefs ; which is, the relations of the murderer 
giving in marriage a daughter, or niece, to the fon of the deceafed, as the price of 
blood j and when this is the cafe, the two families becoming one, the reconciliation is 
always complete. 

The Management of the Police at ShirauzT\ The police in Shirauz, as well as all over 
Perfia, is very good. As before obferved, at funfet the gates of city are Ihut; no 
perfon whatever is permitted either to come in or go out during the night; the keys 
of the different gates being always fent to the Hakim or governor, and remaining with 
him until morning. During the night, three tiblas, or drums, are beaten at three 
different times j the firfl: at eight o’clock, the fecond at nine, and the third at hall pall 
ten. Afier the third tibia has founded, all perfons whatfoever found in the ftreets by 
the Daroga, or judge of the police, or by any of his people, are inftantly taken up, and 
conveyed to a place of confinement, where they are detained until next morning, when 
they are carried before the Hakim ; and if they cannot give a very good account of 
themfelves, are punilhed, either by the baftinado, or a fine. 
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Sketch al $ellaum t or the Head of the Faith,'] Civil matters are all determined by the 
Cazi, and ecclefiaftical ones (particularly divorces) by the Sbeick al Sellaum, or bead 
of the faith ; an office anfwermg to that of Mufti in Turkey, Juflice is carried on in 
Peril a in a very luminary manner ; the lenten ce, whatever it may be* being always put 
into execution on the fpot. Theft is generally punrflied with the Jofs of nofe and ears : 
robbing on the road* by ripping up the belly of the criminal, in which fituation he is 
expoied upon a gibbet in one of the mod public parts of the city* and there left until he 
expires in foment; a dreadful punifliment, but in the end extremely falutary, as the 
fight deters others from committing the fame crime, and renders robberies in Perfia very 
uncommon. The puni foments in this country are fo varied and cruel, that humanity 
flmdders at the thought ; and the happy Eiiglifoman, viewing them, blefles himfelf 
that he is born in the arms of freedom and liberty, where property is not only facred, 
but juftice adminiftered with mercy! 

The Faji of Ramazan.] The Perfians obferve the fall during the month of Ramazan 
(the ninth month of the Mahomedan year) with great ftridnefs and feverity. About 
an hour before daylight, they eat a meal which is called Sehre, and From that time until 
the next evening at fimfet, they neither eat nor drink of any thing whatever. It is even 
fo very rigid, that if in the fcourfe of the day the finoke of a calean, or the fmallert 
drop of water reaches their lips, the fait is in confequence deemed broken, and of no 
avail. From funfet until the next morning they are allowed to refrefii themfelves. 
This fait, when the month Ramazan falls in the middle of fummer, as it fometimes 
inuft do (the Mahomedan year being lunar), is extremely fevere, efpecially to thofe 
who are obliged by their occupations to go about during the day-time, and is rendered 
dill more fo, as there are alfo feveral nights during its exiftence, which they are en¬ 
joined tofpend in prayer. The Perfians particularly obferve two ; the one being that 
in which their prophet Ali died, from a wound which he received from the hands of an 
aflaffin three days before ; which night is the 21ft of Ramazan, the day of which is 
called by the natives Yeom al Kutul, or the day of murder ; the other is the night of 
the 23d, in which they affirm that the Koran was brought down from heaven by the 
angel Gabriel, and delivered to their prophet Mahomed ; wherefore it is denominated 
Lailut ul Kudur, or the night of power. The firft of thefe nights the Turks and others 
of the fc£t of the Sonnies do not obferve, and the latter they keep on the night of the 
27th ; but both nights are fpent by the Perfians entirely in prayer ; befides which, the 
1110ft religious men generally allot a part of each day in the month for the purpofe of 
reading the Koran. From this faft, women under particular circumftances relative to 
their fox, very old perfons, the Tick, and children under the age of fourteen, are ex¬ 
empted ; every other perfon is enjoined to keep it, as abfolutely neceflary to falvation. 
Travellers arlfo, during this month (when on actual journey), are exempted from ob¬ 
serving the fall; but in lieu thereof are obliged, on their return home, to faft an equal 
number of days in another month : though the Perfians fay, that one day’s faft in 
the month of Ramazan is more acceptable to God than all the remainder of the year 
put together. Ibis month, by way of eminence, is ftyled by the Mabomedans Al 
Mubarik, or the bleffed: and they affirm that whatever Muffultrisms die during it, will 
inoft affurediy enter into paradife ; as they believe the gates of heaven are then open by 
the command of God. People of a religious turn of mind begin this faft feven or eight 
days before Ramazan, and Jbme continue it as many more during the fucceeding month. 

^ ShmvauL] The Ide of Ramazan, or ill of Shi waul, is not obferved here as in 
Turkey, with any particular folemnity. 
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The Fejihal of the Me Korban.] The 23d of September, which this year happened 
on the loth of the Mahomedau month Zul at Huj, A. H. 1201, is kept in Perfia as a 
grand feftival, and was celebrated at Shirauz with extraordinary rejoicings ; it is called 
by the Perfians Ide Korban, or the feftival of facrifice ; being the fame, they fay, as 
that in which Abraham offered up his fon Ifaac, whom they call Ilmael. A few days 
previous to its commencement, each family takes care to purchafe a fine fat fheep, 
which they defign for the facrifice, diftmguifhed by the name of Gofefund Korban,, or 
the fheep of facrifice ; this fheep they take great care of, and he muff be without Ipot 
or blendIh, in order to reprefent the purity of Ifaac. The day being come, they adorn 
the viftirn with ribbands, beads, and other finery; alfo flaming his face, feet, an4 
different parts of his body with the herb hinna. The neighbours reciprocally vifit 
each other, and exchange the wifh of a happy ide, or feftival. Their mode of faluta- 
tion is Ide Sbitmd Mubarik bafhed! “ May your feftival be fortunate ! ,J i he vi£Uin 

being flam, they fend the different parts of him as prefen ts to their friends and to the 
poor. Some, indeed, do not referve any part for themfelves ; but every Mulfulinan is 
enjoined by his religion to give a part of what he kills that day to the indigent, who 
generally find means to make a comfortable meal. The day is fpent in the utmoft 
feftivity. Among thofe of higher rank, the following ceremonies are obferved : the 
Khan, or in his abfence the Beglerbeg, goes in proceflion to the place of facrifice, which 
is without the city, and is called the Korban Gah. A favourite camel, chofen for the 
occafion, is led forth, which is drafted out in great finery, and is confidered as facred. 
On their arrival at the place, the Khan fir ft ftrikes a lance into the breaft of the animal, 
and the crowd are permitted to rufh in, by which he is preiently cut into a thoufand 
pieces ; and happy in their eflimation is the perfon who can procure the leaf! portion 
of him, as they look upon it a great blefling, and an infallible omen of future good 
fortune. The proceflion returns to the city, where a fcaflolding is ere£ted before the 
palace, and the people are entertained with rope-dancing, fingers (male and female), 
tumblers, ram-fighting, and other diverfions until evening. The Perfians, on this 
occafion, have all of them by heart an ode made for the day, which they repeat as they 
walk the ftreets; and cheerfulnefs, with contentment, fits on every countenance. As 
I lived in a native family, I thought it proper on this occafion to make a prefent to it of 
a fheep for the facrifice, by which I afforded great fatisfaction j and we fpent the day 
in high mirth. Indeed I attributed my own comfortable fituation, during my refidence 
in Perfia, principally to my ready and general compliance with all their manners and 
cuftoms ; a practice I would advife every traveller, who wifhes to live agreeably in a 
ftrange country, to obferve; experiencing rnyfelf the benefit of it in fo ample a manner. 

Ide Kudeer.] The 30th of September, being the 17th of Zu al Huj, is alfo obferved 
here as a feftival, and is called Ide Kudeer, or the feftival of fate, being, according to 
the Perfians, the day in which their prophet Mahomet bequeathed the caliphat to Ali 
his fon-in-law, nine days before he died ; but this is denied by the Turks and others 
of the fed of the Sunnies, and has been the caufe of much animofity and blood filed. 

The Fruits of Shirauz.'] No place in the world produces the neceflaries of life in 
greater abundance and perfection than Shirauz; nor is there a more delightful fpot in 
nature to be conceived, than the vale in which it is fituated, either for the falubrity of 
the air, or for the profufion of every thing neceffary to render life comfortable and 
agreeable. The fields yield plenty of rice, wheat, and barley, which they generally 
begin to reap in the month of May, and by the middle of July the harveft is completed. 
Moft of the European fruits are produced here, and many of them are fuperior in fize 
and flavour to what can be raffed in Europe, particularly the apricot and grape. Qf 
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the grape of Shirauz there are feveral forts, all of them very good, but two or three 
more particularly fo than the reft ; one is the large white grape, called Reefli Baba, 
without feed, which is extremely lufcious and agreeable to the tafte ; the fraall white 
grape, called Alkeri, alfo without feed, and as fweet as fugar ; the black grape, of which 
the celebrated wine of Shirauz is made. This wine is preffed by the Armenians and 
Jews, in the months of October and November, and a vaft deal is exported annually 
to Abu Shehr, and other parts in the Perfian Gulph, for the fupply of the India mar¬ 
ket. The wine of Shirauz is really delicious, and well deferring of praife ; fo much 
fo, that people who have drank it for a fpace of time feldom care for any other, though 
at the fir ft tafte it is rather unpleafant to an European. They have another kind of large 
red grape, called Sahibi, the bunches of which weigh feven or eight pounds each : it 
is lharp and rough to the tafte, and makes vinegar of a very fuperior quality. The 
cherries here are but indifferent; but apples, pears, melons, peaches, quinces, nectar¬ 
ines, and the gage plums, are all very good, and in the greaceft plenty. The pome¬ 
granate is good to a proverb ; the Perfians call it the fruit of paradife. 

Breed of Horfes.~\ The breed of horfes in the province of Fars is at prefent very 
indifferent, owing to the ruinous ftate of the country; but in the province of Dulhtif- 
taan, lying to the fouth-weft, it is remarkably good. The flieep are of a fuperior 
flavour, owing to the excellence of the pafturage in the neighbourhood of Shirauz, 
and are alfo celebrated for the finenefs of their fleece : they have tails of an extraordinary 
fize, fomeof which I have feen weigh upwards of thirty pounds; but thofe which arc 
fold in the markets do not weigh above fix or feven. Their oxen are large and ft rang, 
but their flelh is feldom eaten by the natives, who confine themfelves chiefly to that of 
fheep and fowls. Provifions of all kinds are very cheap ; and the neighbouring moun¬ 
tains affording an ample fupply of fnow throughout the year, the meaneft artificer of 
Shirauz may have his water and fruits cooled without any expence worthy his confidera- 
tion : this fnow being gathered on the tops of the mountains, and brought in carts to 
the city, is fold in the markets. The price of provifions is regulated at Shirauz with 
the greateft exaCtnefs, by the Daroga, or judge of the police, who fets a fixed price upon 
every article, and no fhop-keeper dares to demand more, under the fevere penalty of 
lofing his nofe and ears; fuch being the punifhment attached to a crime of this nature ; 
by which means the pooreft inhabitants are effectually fecured from impofition, in fo 
capital an article as the neceffaries of life. 

Mam/fadtures and Trade. ] Manufactures and trade are at prefent greatly decayed 
in Perfia, the people having had no interval of peace to recover themfelves fince the 
death of Kerim Khan to the prefent period: but if a regular and permanent govern¬ 
ment were once again eftablilhed, there is little doubt but they would flourifh, as the 
Perfians are very ingenious, of quick capacities, and even the lower clafs of artificers 
are induftrious and diligent. They work in filligree and ivory remarkably well, and 
are good turners. They have at Shirauz a glafs manufactory, where they call very 
good glafs, of which great quantities are exported to different parts of Perfia; by which 
the manufacturers acquire confiderable profit. Molt of the woollen goods, filks, and 
worked linens, are brought from Yezd and Carmania, from both of which places 
they alfo export felts and carpets. A great quantity of copper is produced from 
Tauris, and other of the more northern parts of Perfia. Kom is remarkable for excel¬ 
lent fword-blades ; but at prefent all trade with Europeans is flopped ; and the ftate 
of the country does not promife a fpeedy return of it. India goods are imported 
chiefly from Abu Shehr. In matters of trade amongft the natives, the whole is under 
the regulation of the caloonter, or towa-derk, who regulates the duties to be paid to 
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the Khan on all imports; this is fometimes executed with a feverity which leaves the 
merchant little or no profit upon his goods. This officer has an apartment in the 
orand caravanferai, where himfelf or his affiilant refid es, who is called the Goom Rook, 
or cuftom-mafter, and is always prefent on the arrival of a caravan. All goods are 
opened here, even to the meaneft article, and a duty is exacted upon every thing foreign. 

'i his office affords a field for great knavery, which I doubt not is often practiced, as I 
have frequently heard the merchants complain of the oppreffive difpoittion of ihc pre¬ 
fent fupermtendant with much acrimony : this proceeding cannot, however, be pre¬ 
fumed to have the fan&ion of the Khan, as it is moll probable he is often defrauded 
without its coming to his knowledge ; for a perfon detected in the practice of thefe 
tricks would unqueftionably fulfer death. 

The climate of Shirauz.'} The climate of Shirauz is one of the moft agreeable in 
the world, the extremes of heat and cold being feldom felt. During the fpring of the 
year the face of the country appears uncommonly beautiful. The flowers, of which 
thev have a great variety, and of the brighteft hues, the fragrant herbs, fhrubs, and 
phints, the role, ihe fweet bafil, and the myrtle, all here contribute to refrelh and per¬ 
fume the natural mildrieft of the air. The nightingale of the garden (called by the 
Perfians boolbul hezar daftaan), the goldfinch, and the linnet, by their melodious 
warblings, at this delightful fcafon of the year, ferve to add to the fatisfa&ion of the 
mind, and to infpire it with the moft pleafmg ideas. The beauties of nature are here 
depicted in their fulleft extent; the natural hiftorian and die botanift would here 
meet with ample fcope for purfuing their favourite inveftigations. With fuch advan¬ 
tages, added to the falubrity of the air, how can it be wondered at, that the inhabitants 
of Shirauz Humid fo confidently affert the pre-eminence of their own city to any other 
in the world ? or that fuch beauties Ihould fail of calling forth the poetical exertions 
of a Hafiz, a Sadi, or a Jam! ? Their mornings and evenings are cool, but the middle 
of the day is very pleafant. In fummer the thermometer feldom rifes above feventy- 
three in the day-time, and at night it generally finks as low as fixty-two. The autumn 
is the worft fealbn of the year, that being the time when the rains begin to fall, and 
during the autumnal months it is confidercd by natives as the moft unhealthy ; colds, 
fluxes, and fevers being very general. In winter a vaft deal of fnow falls, and very 
thick, but ice is rarely to be found, except on the fummits of die mountains, or towards 
Ifpahan, and the more northern parts of Perfia. One thing, which is moft to be 
efteemed in this country, and renders it preferable to any other part of the world, is 
their nights, which are always clear and bright, and the dew that in moft places is of 
fo pernicious and dangerous a nature, is not of the leaft ill confequence here : there 
is none at all in fummer, and in the other feafons it is of Inch a nature, that if tile 
brighteft feimitar ffiould be expofed to it all the night, it would not receive the lead 
ruft ; a circumftance I have myfelf experienced. This drvnefs in the air caufes their 
buildings to Iaft a great while, and is undoubtedly one of the principal reafons that the 
celebrated ruins of Perfepolis have endured for fo many ages, and comparatively fpeak- 
ing, in fo perfect a ftate ; that place being fituated in much fuch another valley as 
Shirauz, and but two days’ journey from thence. The nights in Perfia, and more par¬ 
ticularly in the fouthern parts of it are moft excellently adapted for the feienceof aftro- 
nomy, being of extraordinary brightnefs, and far preferable in that point to what I 
have obferved in any country in which it has been my fortune to refide. 

Slight account of the character of the modern Perftansf In attempting to fay any 
thing of the character of the modem Perfians; I amfenfible of the difficulty of the un¬ 
dertaking, from my being fo Ihort a time among ft them. An acquaintance with the 
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real cBarafter of a people is only capable of being attained by a very long refidenee j 
yet as, during my flay in Perfia, from the fituation I was placed in, by living in a 
native family, 1 had an opportunity of feeing more of the nature and difpofition of the 
middling fort of people* and their manners and cuftoms, than perhaps has fallen to the 
lot of moft travellers, I am induced to give the few obfervalions 1 made during that 
period. The Perfians, with refpeft to outward behaviour, are certainly the Parifians 
of the Eaft. Whilft a rude and infolent demeanour peculiarly marks the character of 
the Turkifh nation towards foreigners and Chriftians, the behaviour of the Perfians 
would, on the contrary, do honour to the moft civilized nations: they are kind, 
courteous, civil, and obliging to all ftrangers, without being guided by thole religious 
prejudices fo very prevalent in every other Mahoinedan nation j they are fond of en¬ 
quiring after the manners and cuftoms of Europe ; and, in return, very readily afford 
any information in reipect to their own country. The practice of hofpitality is with 
them fo grand a point, that a man thinks himfelf highly honoured if you will enter 
his houfe°and partake of what the family affords; whereas going out of a houfe, 
without fraoking a calean, or taking any other refrefhment, is deemed, in Perfia, a 
high affront; they fay that every meal a ftranger partakes with them brings a bleffing 
upon the houfe : to account for this, we rauft underftand it as a pledge of faith and 
protection, when we confider that the continual wars in which this country has been 
involved, with very little ceffation, fince the extinction of the Sefi family, have greatly- 
tended to an univerfal depravity of difpofition, and a perpetual inclination to aCts of 
hoftility. This has leffened that foftnefs and urbanity of manners for which this 
nation has been at all former times fo famous; and has at the fame time too much 
extinguifhed all fentiments of honour and humanity amongft thofe of higher rank. 

The Perfians, in their converfation, ufe fuch extravagant and hyperbolical compli¬ 
ments on the moft trifling occafions, that it would at firft infpire a ftranger with an 
idea, that every inhabitant of the place was willing to lay down his life, flied his blood, 
or fpend his money in his fervice; and this mode of addrefs (which in fact means 
nothing) is obferved not only by thofe of a higher rank, but even amongft the 
meaneft artificers, the lowefl of which will make no fcruple, on your arrival, of 
offering you the city of Shirauz and all its appurtenances, as a peifhkufh or prefent. 
This behaviour appears at firft very remarkable to Europeans, but after a fliort time 
becomes equally familiar. Freedom of converfation is a thing totally unknown in 
Perfia, as that “ walls have ears” is proverbially in the mouth of every one. —The 
fear of chains which bind their bodies has alfo enilaved their minds ; and their con¬ 
verfation fo men of fuperior rank to themfelves is marked with figns of the moft 
abjeft and flavifh fubmiflion ; while, on the contrary, they are as haughty and 
overbearing to their inferiors. The exceflive fear and awe they Hand in before the 
great, is exemplified in a circumflance 1 fhall mention, which happened when I accom¬ 
panied Mr. Jones, of the Buffora Faftory, to the Perfian camp, in an audience we 
were admitted to with Jaafar Khan. The Khan had ordered Mr. Jones to be fhewn 
his horfes ; who having feen them, was afked which he liked the beft. Mr. Jones told 
him (through me) that he approved very much of the ftud in general, but that two 
horfes (naming them) were entitled to more particular attention. This the man who 
accompanied us, and who was in the capacity of a gentleman ufher, interpreted to the 
Khan in the following terms : “ He fays that all the horfes are the fineft that ever were 
feen ; but as to the two marked out, their equal is not to be found in any part of the 
world.” And at this anfwer the Khan himfelf fcenjed pleafed j no doubt from having 
been ufed to no other language from his infancy. 
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The PerJians, in their converfation, aim much at elegance, and are perpetually 
repeating verfes and paflages from the works of their moll iavourite poets, Hafiz, 
Sadi, and Jami; a practice univerfally prevalent, from the higheft to the lovveft; 
becaufe thofe who have not the advantages of reading and writing, or the other benefits 
avifmg from education, by the help of their memories, which are very retentive, and 
what they learn by heart, are always ready to bear their part in converfation. They 
alfo delight much in jokes and quaint exprefiions, and are fond of playing upon each 
other; which they fometimes do with great elegance and irony. There is one thing 
much to be admired in their converfadons, which is the Uriel attention they always pay 
to the perfon fpeaking, whom they never interrupt on any account. They are in 
general a pcrfonable, and in many refpe&s a handfome, people: their complexions, 
laving thofe who are expofed to the inclemencies of the weather, are as fair as 
Europeans. 

The women of Sbirauz.'] The women at Shirauz have at all times been celebrated 
over thofe of other parts of Perfia for their beauty, and not without reafon. Of thofe 
whom I had the fortune to fee during my refidence, and who were moftly relations 
and friends of the family I lived in, many were tall and well fliaped; but their bright 
and fparkling eyes were a very fir iking beauty: this, however, is in a great meafure 
owing to art, as they rub their eye-brows and eye-lids with the black powder of 
antimony (called furma) which adds an incomparable brilliancy to their natural luftre. 
The large black eye is in moll eftimation among the Perfians, and this is the m 
common at Shirauz. As the women in Mahomedan countries are, down to the 
meaneft, covered with a veil from head to foot, a fight is never to be obtained of them 
in the ftreet; but from my fituation, I have feen many of them within doors, as when 
any came to vifit the family where I lived, which many did, dire&ed by their curiofity 
to fee an European, underftanding I belonged to the houfe, they made no fcruple 
of pulling off their veils, and converfing with great inquifitivenefs and familiarity, 
which feemed much gratified by my ready compliance with their requefts, in informing 
them of European cuftoms and manners, and never failed to procure me thanks, with; 
the additional character of a good natured Feringy (the appellation by which all 
Europeans are diftinguifiied). The women in Perfia, as in all Mahomedan nations, 
after marriage, are very little better than Haves to their hulbands. Thofe mild and 
familiar endearments which grace the focial board of an European, and which at the 
fame time they afford a mutual fatisfa&ion to either fex, tend alfo to refine and polifh 
manners, are totally unknown in Mahomedan countries. The hulband, of a fufpicious 
temper, and chained down by an obftinate and perfevering etiquette, thinks himfelf 
affronted even by the inquiry of a friend after the health of his wife. Calling her by 
name, is never allowed of; the mode of addrefs muff be, “ May the mother of fiich 
a fon, or fuch a daughter, be happy; I hope Ihe is in health.” And none, except 
thofe of the neareft kin, as a brother, or uncle, are ever allowed to fee the females 
of the family unveiled : it would be deemed as an infult. —Thrice happy ye, my fair 
and amiable countrywomen, who, born and educated in a land of freedom, can, 
without violating the laws of propriety, both give and receive the benefit of focial 
intercourfe, unimpreffed by the baneful effects of jealoufy! Rejoice that thefe 
bleffings are afforded you [—-which have inculcated the fentiments of liberality and. 
politenefs, and which ftill contribute to enhance the value of fociety, and to fecure you 
a permanent and unalloyed felicity! — The Perfian ladies, however, during the days 
of courtfhip, have in their turn pre-eminence; a miftrefs making no fcruple of com¬ 
manding her- lover to Hand all day long at the door of her father’s, h^oufe, repeating 
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verfes in praife of her beauty and accomplifhments ; and this Is the general way of 
making love at Shirauz ; a lover rarely being admitted to a light of his mi ft refs, before 
the marriage contract is figned. 

Curious /peeks of contention*"} The Perfians, in their difpofitions, are much inclined to 
hidden anger; quick, fiery, and very fenfible of affronts, which they immediately 
refent on the fpot. They are a brave and courageous people ; but 1 have before laid, 
that their frequent wars have much depraved their .ancient urbanity of manners ; and 
this ferocity of difpofition has alfo introduced a ftrife, peculiar to the lower ciafs of 
inhabitants of Shirauz. When two people begin fighting, it always raifes a great 
crowd, who generally feparately take the part of one or the other in the conteft, and 
the whole prefently becomes a feene of tumult and confufion, until the arrival of the 
daroga, or judge of the police, who puts an end to the fray. Thefe riots are very 
frequent and even the boys are fond of running to them, in order to have a fliare in 
the contention. In their capacities they are ready, prompt, aryi ingenious : but thefe 
talents they too often employ in the moft diferedStable way, being the greateft 
liars in the world, pradifmg the moft improbable falfities with the graved air imaginable; 
and fo far from being a bulbed by a detection, they always endeavour to turn it oft' 
with a laugh, and even confefs themfelves, that they think there is no harm in telling 
a Ive, provided it can be of any benefit to themfelves : and they will always, in every 
bufmefs they are engaged in, endeavour firft to bring it about by lying and knavery £ 
which, if unfuccefsful ^a$ thofe with whom they deal are full as expert as themfelves,) 
they will then conclude the bargain with truth and honefty ; but either way is equally 
indifferent to them. 

The fuperjiiiion of the P erf tans.} The Perfians umverfally have a fixed belief in the 
efficacy of charms, omens, talilhians, and other fuperftitions. Refides what they have 
received fince their converfion to Mahomedanifm, they have in general retained all 
that their anceftors before praclifed. Indeed, the only difference is, that what was 
before authorifed and commanded by the Magian religion, has been fubfequently 
allowed by the religion of Mahomed. They are, of all people, the moft addi&ed to 
the idea of fortunate or aufpicious days and hours, the dks fajth aique nefajti of the 
Romans ; and even on the minuted and moft trifling occafions will feek for a lucky 
moment. Going a journey can never be performed without firft confulting a book of 
omens, each chapter of which begins with a particular letter of the alphabet, which 
is deemed fortunate or inaufpicious; and fhould they unluckily pitch upon one of the 
latter, the journey mull of courfe be delayed until a more favourable opportunity* 
Entering a new houle, the putting on of a new garment, with number lefs other com¬ 
mon and trifling occurrences, are determined by motions equally abfurd and frivolous* 
In their marriages they pay the ftri&eft attention to this point; a lucky hour for 
figning the contrad, and another for the wedding day, being efteemed abfolutely 
necelfary to the future happinefs of the intended couple. Thofe alfo who are in good 
circumftances, generally fend for a muunjim, or aftrologer, at the birth of a child, 
in order to calculate his horofeope with the utmoft exadnefs. 

Their iaUfmam*} To a man they have their talifmans, which are generally feme 
fentence from the Koran, or faying of their prophet Ali, written either upon paper, 
or engraved upon a final! plate of filver, which they bind round their arms, and other 
parts of the body ; but thofe of higher rank make ufe of rubies, emeralds, and other 
precious ftones. The women of condition have fmatl filver plates of a circular 
form, upon which are engraved fentences from the Koran; which, as well as the 
talifraans, they bind about their arms with pieces of red and green filk, and look upon 
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them as never-failing charms again!! the fafcinarions of the devil, op wicked fpirits 
(whom they call deebs), and who they lay are conftantly roaming about the world, 
to do all the mifchief in their power. They are equally abfard in their ideas of the 
heavenly bodies, at leaf! the middling and lower clafs of people, particularly in refpecl 
to the falling of the ftars, eclipl'es of the fun and moon, and the appearances of 
meteors and comets. As for their religious fyftem, they believe there are nine heavens, 
the loweft of which is that immediately above their heads: they imagine, therefore, 
that on the falling of a ftar, it is occafioned by the angels in the lower heaven giving 
blows on the heads of the devils, for attempting to penetrate into thofe regions. 
Mr. Hallway has taken notice of this circundlance in his travels; and it is the firm 
belief of the Perfians in general, and even among!! fotne of thofe who, from their edu- 
cation and fenfe, ought to be better informed. 

Curious manner of charming the fcorpiom. ] Among other cufloms of a fu perditions 
nature, they believe that fcorpions, of which there are great numbers in this country, 
and very venomous, may be deprived of the power of dinging, by means of a certain 
prayer which they make ufe of. The perfon who has the power of binding, as it is 
called, turns his face towards the fign Scorpio, in the heavens, which they all know, 
and repeats this prayer. Every perfon prefent, at the conclufion of a fentence, claps 
his hands; after this is done they think that they are perfectly fafe: nor, if they 
fliould chance to fee any fcorpions during that night, do they fcruple taking hold of 
them, trading to the efficacy of this fancied all-powerful charm. I have frequently 
feen the mail in whofe family 1 lived, repeat the above prayer,, on being defired by his 
children to bind the fcorpions; after which the whole family has gone Quietly and 
contentedly to bed, fully perfuaded they could receive no hurt by them. During the 
fummer feafon, fcorpions appear in great numbers ; they are quite black in appearance, 
and very large, and the ding of them is dangerous, but not mortal: thofe, however, 
which are found in the mo/! northern parts of Perfia, and particularly in the 
province of Caflian, are of fo dangerous a nature, as often to caufe immediate 
death. 

Not /crapulous of drinking wine.~\ The Perfians are, of all Mahomedan nations, the 
leaf! fcrupulous or drinking wine, as many of them do it publicly, and almoft all of 
them in private (excepting thofe who have performed the pilgrimage of Mecca, and 
men of religion): they alio are very liable to be quarrelfome when inebriated, which 
is often attended with fatal confequences. They eat opium, but in much lefs quantities 
than the Turks j and indeed in every thing they fay or do, eat or drink, they make 
a point to be as different from this nation as pollible, whom they deteff to a man, 
beyond mealure ; edeeming Jews and Chridians fuperior to them, and much nearer 
to falvation* They publicly curfe and abufe the three firft caliphs after Mahomed, 
Abu Beker, Omar, and Ofinan, who they fay were ufurpers and tyrants, and unjuftly 
deprived their prophet All of his right of the caliphar. It is impomble to conceive the 
great veneration they exprefs for Ali, both in their books and in their converfation : 
they efteem him to be the mod excellent and learned man that ever lived, and not 
inferior in good qualities to Mahomed himfelf, excepting in his exprefs dignity, as a 
heavenly niiflionary. They fay that Ali was the only man the world ever produced, 
who could converfe in all languages ; and that fince him no one has appeared upon 
earth with an equal knowledge. 

Excejfivc refpedfor AUd\ As one indance to what excefs the common people carry 
their veneration, 1 /hall mention a fpeech made ufe of by the cheharwadar, or mader 
of the cafila, with whom I travelled to Shirauz : — One of his affidants making ufe 
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of the common expreffion, ct O God! O Aii!” he immediately replied, “ No, no ; 
Ali firflr, God fecond.” The title of Ameer al Moumineen, or commander of the faith¬ 
ful, when made ufe of by the Perfians, is always applied to Ali j for they will not 
allow there having been rightfully any other. It is a common term of abufe amongft 
the lower clafs of people, when in a paffion, to call their opponents the foil of a Sunni, 
or follower of Omar, implying that they could not wilh him a more reproachful con¬ 
dition. The Perfians reckon, the right of fucceffion to the caliphat to confift of twelve 
Imauras, or heads of the faith, whom they deduce from the family of their Prophet; 
that is, from his daughter Fatima, whom he gave in marriage to Ali, and from thence 
to his two fons by that marriage, Huffun and Hulfein, and their children, descendants. 
They, moreover, allege, that the Prophet, in his lifetime, did publicly declare that Ali 
and his family Ihould fucceed to the caliphat, both in fpiritual and temporal matters. 
This, however, the Turks deny, affirming that the right of fucceffion was from the free 
election of the people, and that by that right the three firfb caliphs took poffeffion of 
the throne. 

The twelve Imaums T\ The twelve Imaums, in which the Perfians efteemed the true 
right of the caliphat to confift, are as follow: ift, Ali, who ought to have come imme¬ 
diately affer Mahomed, but fucceeded the fourth from him, as above mentioned. 
2d, Hufl'un, the eldeft fon of Ali, put to death by the Caliph Moaweia ; or, as others 
fay, poifoned by Ayeflia, the widow of Mahomet, for oppofmg her intrigues. 3d, Huf- 
fein, the fecond fon of Ali, killed at Kirbelai, in Eerack Arabi, in the war againft the 
Caliph Yezeed, fon of Moaweia: the death of which laft two perfons gave rife to the 
annual mourning, obferved fo folemnly by the Perfians, and others of the fefl; of the 
Sheias. 4th, Zein al Abudeen, the Ion of Hulfein, put to death by Walid the Firft, 
the fon of Abdul Meleck. 5th, Mahomed al Bawkir, the fon of Zein al Abudeen, put 
to death by order of Halhim, the fon of Abdul Meleck. 6th, Jaafar al Sadick, the fon 
of Mahomed al Bawkir, put to death by order of Abu Jaafar Dowanikee. 7th, Moufa 
Kazim, the fon of Jaafar al Sadick, put to death by order of Haroon Abbafi, at Bagdad, 
8th, Ali Ibn Moufa al Reza, put to death by order of Almamoun Abbafi. It was 
in honour of this Imaum that Shah Abbas built the famous mofque at Mefched, and 
commanded his fubjeSs to make pilgrimages thither, to prevent the carrying out the 
immenfe fums of money expended annually by thofe who went to Mecca in Arabia ; 
a very wife and politic ftroke, by which means he caufed Perfia to flourilh more in his 
reign than it had done for a long time before, or has ever fmce. 9th, Mahomed al 
Tukee, the fon of Ali Ibn Reza, put to death by order of Almamoun Abbafi. 1 oth, Ali 
al Nukee, the fon of Mahomed al Tukee, put to death at Samara, by order of Moatizim 
Abbafi. 1 ith, Huffun Afkeri, the fon of Ali al Nukee, put to death by order of 
Moatizim Abbafi. 12th, Mahomed al Miihadi, the fon of Iluffun Alkeri, who difap- 
peared in the reign of Moatemud Abbafi, and who the Perfians expett will be again 
vifible before the end of the world. He has the title of Iluzurut Saheb Zimaun, or 
lord of time, and is always mentioned by them with the higheft refpect. Thefe twelve 
Imaums are difallovved by the Turks, and others of the left of Omar, who fay that, 
excepting Ali, they were all juftly put to death for rebellious practices, againft the 
governments under which they lived : but they are efteemed as faints and martyrs by 
the Perfians, and the only true and lawful caliphs, which they confirm in the recital 
of their Kelema, or creed, by adding the words, “ and Ali is the friend of God j” an 
expreffion which the Turks omit. 

Matters of Religion managed by Sheick al Sdlaum.'} Matters of religion in Perfia, 
as before obferved, are managed by the Sheick al Sellaum, or the head of the faith, 
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an office anfwering to that of Mufti among the Turks. He takes cognizance of all 
ecclefiaftical matters, and on public feftivals and other occafions preaches in the grand 
mofque ; but he has not, like the Mufti, any power in affairs of date, being entirely 
confined to his religous office. 

In point of drefs, the Perfians differ remarkably from the Turks ; for in Turkey any 
perfon who was not a Seiud, or defendant of the Prophet, wearing the leaft green 
upon his garment, would molt probably be ftoned : whereas in Perfia, the general and 
favourite colour is green, even to their fhoes ; and people of all perfuafions and deno¬ 
minations may wear it as they pleafe. A Turk alio thinks himfeli defiled by the touch 
of a Chriftian, even on his garments. The Perfians, on the contrary, wilt eat out of 
the fame plate, drink out of the fame cup, and frnoke out of the fame cale-an, as 
readily as they would with their own children ; at Igaft I have conflantly experienced 
this rnyfelf, during iny refidence in Perfia, while living in a native family, ihe Per¬ 
fians, in forae parts of their devotions differ from the Turks, as they always pray wit^ 
open hands; whereas thofe of the Turks are clofed and placed before them, ihe 
Perfians alfo, in their ablutions before prayer, wafh their faces and beards with their 
right hand only, the other being referved for meaner occafions, and they only flightly 
touch the fore and hind part of their feet; but the Turks wafh with both hands, and 
rub all over their feet. The jaie numaz, or carpet, on which they pray, is* always 
endeavoured to be placed with the upper part of it facing to the temple of Mecca, but 
this they only guefs at. 

In religious opinions they are far more tolerant than the T urks: they acknowledge 
the authority of the Old and New Teftament, which they fay were fent from heaven, 
and delivered to Mofes and Chrift, equally with their Koran; only they affirm that the 
lull was given to purify and correct the errors of the two former, which they pretend 
have been much corrupted from their original flate, both by Jews and Chriftians. I hey 
acknowledge Jefus Chrift to have been a great prophet, but deny him to have been the 
Son of Cod, and the Saviour of mankind ; and pretend that their prophet Mahomed is 
the iaft or feal of the prophets, the number of which, they fay, amounts to one hundred 
and twenty-five thoufand ; from which circumftance he is called Khatini'al Ambeai, or 
as I have expl ined, the feal of the prophets. In their opinion, all nations are to be. 
converted to Mahomedariifm on the day of judgment; and on that day the people of 
each faith flying to their particular prophet for protection, fhall by him be lcreened 
and defended from God’s wrath, through mediation, and finally become all of one 
faith, which is to be Mahomedanifm. In like manner they apply many things to their 
own Impoftor, which only belong to our Saviour. 

Their inode of living.^} The mode of living of the Perfians is in general as follows: 
they always rife ar day-break, in order to perform their devotions. Their fir ft prayer is 
denominated numaz foobh,or the morning prayer ; it is faid before fun-rife,-after which 
they eat a flight meal, called naflita, or breakfaft ; this confifts of grapes or any other 
fruits of the feafon, with a little bread, and cheefe made of goat’s milk ; they afterwards 
drink a cup of very flrong coffee, without milk or fugar; then the calean, or pipe, is 
introduced. The Perfians, from the higheft to the loweft ranks, ail frnoke tobacco. 

Their fecond hour of prayer is called numaz zohur, or mid-day prayer, and is 
always repeated when the fun declines from the meridian. Their dinner, or chafht, 
which is foon after this prayer, confifts of curds, bread, and fruits of various kinds ; 
animal food not being ufual at this meal. 

The third hour of prayer is called numaz afur, or the afternoon prayer, faid about 
four o’clock. 
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Tile fourth hour of prayer is numaz lham, or evening prayer, which is faid aftef 
fun-fet; when this is finiihed, the Perfians eat their principal meal, called ft ami, or 
fupper. This generally con fids of a pilau, dreffed with rich meat-fauces, and highly 
feafoned with various fpices : fometimes they eat kibaab, or roafl: meat. When the 
meal is ready, a fervant brings notice thereof, and at the fame time prefents a ewer 
and water ; 'they then waft their hands, which is an invariable cuflom with the Per¬ 
fians both before and after eating. They eat very quick, conveying their food to their 
mouths with their fingers j the ufe of knives and forks being unknown in Perfia. 
Sherbets of different forts are introduced, and the meal concludes with* a deffert of 
delicious fruits. The fupper being finiihed, the family fit in a circle, and entertain each 
other by relating pleafant dories (of which they are exceffively fond), and alfo by 
repeating paffages from the works of their mod favourite poets, and amufing themfelves 
at various kinds of games. The fifth and lad prayer is ftyled numaz akhir, the lad 
prayer; or fometimes numaz ftcb, or the night prayer, repeated about an hour 
after f'upper* 

The great nfpcil of the Pcrftam for their hmtnmP} The city of Shiratiz is divided 
into twelve di ft riels* or neighbourhoods \ over each of which one of their I man ms, or 
heads of faith* is believed to prefide, as a kind of guardian angel* Every Thurfday 
night, which the Perfians call the night of Friday, the criers and other domefties of 
the mofques make a zikir, that is, a recital oi the life and good actions oi the Imaum, 
or faint, who prefides over the diftrifits, by whofe influence the inhabitants hope to 
obtain their willies, and be ablblved from their fins* Thefe Imaums are alluded to by 
the Perfians in their eonverfations ; they fwear by them, and invoke them on all occa- 
fiotis of dillrefs and adverfity, as well as return them thanks on any good fortune bew 
falling them* The mofques of the Imdum Zadas, or descendants from the Imaums, 
ferve as fan£tuaries for criminals} but the moft fanctified place in Shirauz, and which 
no one ever violates, is the Shah Cheraug, of which I have made mention already, 
where the greateft criminal call be protefred, if the inhabitants of the place fliouid 
receive him. However, perfons oftenfive to government are generally delivered up 
when demanded* This la ft-mentioned cuflom feems to bear a ftrong analogy to the 
mode praclifed in Roman Catholic countries, of the fanftuary of a church, or nionaftery, 
fereening a criminal from the punifhment of the law* 

An audience of Jaafar Kharu~\ On the 18th of July, 1787, I accompanied Mr. 
Jones, fccond of the EngHfii factory at Buffbra, to the Perfian camp, where we were 
admitted to an audience of Jaafar Khan, On our arrival in camp, at a little after ten 
A. M, we were conducted to the tent of the mmifter* Meerza Mahomed Hoffein, 
where we (laid a confiderable time* and were entertained with a calean and coffee, 
the ufual mode of treatment in Perfia to vifitors* The tent of the Meerza was a very 
handfonie one, of an oblong form, with an open front, the infide lined with a fine 
chintz, and the walls of a curious open work ; the floor was covered with a Perfian 
carpet, and with long felts, made at Yezd, but no cufhians, as the Perfians never ufe 
any in public* and very feldom in private. At half an hour after twelve, an officer 
came to acquaint us, that the Khan was ready to receive us, and deffred us at the fame 
time to follow him* We accordingly fet out, and, although the Khan’s tents were 
in a parallel line with that of the thinifter, yet, agreeably to the etiquette obferved in 
Perfia, we were obliged to make a circuit oi about thirty yards, in order to approach 
through a counaught, or fereen of canvas, painted red* On our palling this fereen* 
the fir ft officer quitted us, and another immediately coming up, conducted us towards 
the tent, and at the fame time called out to the attendants furrounding, to open to the 
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ri"ht and left, by which we had a full view of the Khan. Upon this the officer de¬ 
fined us to falute, which we did by pulling off our caps after the Englilh fafhion, bow- 
ine at the fame time. The Khan made a flight inclination with his head, and w’ were 
then conduced round the outfide of the tent, and entered at the back door. On our 
entrance, the Khan made a fecond inclination with his head, and defired us to hr down, 
which we did, at about four yards diftance ; though at a former interview Mr. Jones 
had, He was obliged to fit much further off". The Khan feemed pleafed: he aft; :d 
feveral queftions concerning Europe, the Englilh, and their manners and cuftoms: 
expreffed his wifli that Mr. Jones had benefited by the air of Shirauz, and aflured us 
both of his protection whilft we ftaid there, and ordered his fecretary to make out a 
firmaan, or order, for that purpofe. After flaying a confxderable time, we took leave 
in the fame manner as we entered. The tent of the Khan was a noble one, of an oblong 
form, and pitched with three poles, which were adorned at the top with gilt balls. 
The front is open in all weathers; the infide was lined throughout with a beautiful 
clouded filk, and the open work much the fame as that of the minifter’s : the floor 
was covered with a rich carpet, and long felts. At the upper end of the tent fat Jaafar 
Khait, upon a large felt bent double under hi in : oppofite to him flood Meerza Ma¬ 
homed Hoffein, without the tent, and feveral other officers of the army. The Khan’s 
drefs differed not from that of the other great men; he wore an orange-coloured cuba, 
or coat, and had his feimitar on. The calean which he fmoked was of gold, beauti¬ 
fully filAgreed, with a ruby in the fer poofh, or head. 

In the rear of the Khan’s tent, about the diftance of forty yards, was the haram, or 
women’s apartments: thefe were completely walled in by fcreens of red painted canvas, 
about twelve feet in height. The Khan has always a certain number of women, whom 
lie felects to accompany him when in camp j and they have the fame number of attend¬ 
ants and accommodations as thofe within the palace. 

A Jhort Account of the Remains of the celebrated Palace of Perfepolis. 

On Thurfday evening, the 30th of Auguft, I left Shirauz, in company with Mr Jones, 
for the purpofe of vifiting the ruins of the celebrated palace of Perfepolis. _ We flept 
that nfoht at a garden without the city, and at three o clock on Friday morning we let 
off: a? nine A.M. arrived at the village of Zarkan, fituated eight furfengs, or thirty- 
two Englilh miles, from Shirauz. The road to this place is chiefly through a rocky, 
mountainous country ; approaching, however, to Zarkan, you meet with lome culti¬ 
vated land. Zarkan is a large village under the government of Shirauz, and is ruled 
by a calentar, or chief magistrate. From its vicinity to the mountain, the view of this 
place is very pleating ; the "neighbourhood produces the large red grape. On the road 
we met with fome hundreds of wandering Curds, and Turkomans : they faid the name 
of their tribe was Ort, and that they were going towards Gurmafeer, a place to the 
fouthward of Shirauz, in order to fpend the approaching autumn and winter. Thefe 
people lead a wandering life, having no fettled place of abode, but move about 
with their families, flocks and herds, in a manner iimilar to the ancient Scythians: 
their complexions were the lame as thofe of the gypfies in Europe, lun-burnt and 
tawny. 

Saturday, September the ift, moved at half pall twelve A. M. At five we crofled 
the Bund Ameer river, which Mr. Niebuhr has laid down as the ancient Araxes ; over 
this river is a ftone bridge, which the natives call Pool Khan. We proceeded on through 
the plain, and at half after fix arrived at the ruins. This ftage is five furfengs : the 
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road lies entirely through the plain, which beginning about five miles to the fouth- 
ward of Zarkan, is continued up to Perfepolis, which is lituated clofe under the moun¬ 
tains. Our cafila encamped in a garden a mile and a half to the northward of the 
ruins, near the village of Merdalht, from whence the whole plain takes its name. This 
plain is exceedingly delightful; it abounds in game of i'everal forts, amongft which we 
difcovered partridges, wild pigeons, quails, and hares. 

At nine A. M. went to vilit the ruins. What remains of the celebrated palace of 
Perfepolis, is fituated on a riling ground, and commands a view of the extenlive plain 
of Merdalht. The mountain Rehumut encircles the palace in the form of an amphi¬ 
theatre : you afcend to the columns by a grand ftaircafe of blue ftone, containing one 
hundred and four Heps. The fir ft objeCt that ftrikes the beholder on his entrance, 
are two portals of ftone; I judge them to be about fifty feet in height each ; the fides 
are embellifhed with two fphinxes of an immenfe fize, drelfed out with a profufion of 
bead-work, and, contrary to the ufual method, they are reprefented Handing. On the 
fides above are infcriptions in an ancient character, the meaning of which no one hitherto 
has been able to decypher. 

At a fmall diftance from thefe portals you afcend another flight of fteps, which 
lead to the grand hall of columns. The fides of this ftaircafe are ornamented with a 
variety of figures in balfo relievo ; moft of them have velfels in their hands : here and 
there a camel appears, and at other times a kind of triumphal car, made after the 
Roman fafhion j befides thefe, are feveral led horfes, oxen and rains, that at times 
intervene and diverfify the procefiion. At the head of the Hair-cafe is another balfo 
relievo, reprefenting a lion feizing a bull; and, clofe to this, are other infcriptions in 
ancient characters. On getting to the top of this ftaircafe, you enter what was for¬ 
merly a moft magnificent hall; the natives have given this the name of Chehul Minar, 
or forty pillars; and though this name is often ufed to exprefs the whole of the 
building, it is more particularly appropriated to this part of it. Although a vaft num¬ 
ber of ages have elapfed fince the foundation, fifteen of the columns yet remain entire; 
they are from feventy to eighty feet in height, and are mafterly pieces of mafonrv ; 
their pedeftals are curioufiy worked, and appear little injured by the hand of time. 
The fliafts are influted up to the lop, and the capitals are adorned with a profufion of 
fretwork. 

From this hall you proceed along, eaftward, until you arrive at the remains of a 
large fquare building, to which you enter through a door of granite. Moft of the 
doors and windows of this apartment are ftilt Handing ; they are of black marble, and 
polilhed like a mirror : on the fides of the doors, at the entrance, are bas-reliefs of 
two figures at full length ; they reprefent a man in the attitude of ftabbing a goat: 
with one hand he leizes hold of the animal by the horn, and thrufts a dagger into his 
belly with the other ; one of the goat’s feet refts upon the breaft of the man, and the 
other upon his right arm. This device is common throughout the palace. Over 
another door of the fame apartment is a reprefentation of two men at full length; 
behind them ftands a domeftic, holding a fpread umbrella : they arefupported by large 
round ftafis, appear to be in years, have long beards, and a profufion of hair upon 
their heads. 

At the fouth-weft entrance of this apartment are two large pillars of ftone, upon 
which are carved four figures ; they are drelfed in long garments, and hold in their 
hands fpears ten feet in length. At this entrance, alfo, the remains of a ftair-cafe of 
blue ftone are ftill vifible. Vaft numbers of broken pieces of pillars, ihafts, and capi¬ 
tals, are fcattered over a confiderable extent of ground, fome of them of iuch enormous 

fize, 


FRANCKLIn’s TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. t 6 j 

ffze, that It Is wonderful to think how they could have been brought whole, and fet 
up together* Indeed, every remains of thefe noble ruins indicate their former gran- 
deur and magnificence, truly worthy of being the refidence of a great and powerful 
monarch ; and whilft viewing them, the mind becomes impreffed with an awful folam- 

jjity t_When we confider the celebrity of this vaft empire, once the patron of the 

arts and fciences, and the feat of a wife and flourilhing government; — when we reflect 
on the various changes and revolutions it has undergone, at one period a field for the 
darin^ ambition of an Alexander, — at another for the enthufiallic valour or ail Omar, 
we mult confequently feel the flranged conviaion of the mutability of all human 
events !—Exclufive of the ancient antique infcriptions already mentioned, are others of 
a modern date, able to be read, as well as fotne in the Syriac character; the whole 
of which the celebrated Mr. Niebuhr has accurately copied and publiihed. Being 
deftitute myfelf oi all materials neceftary for copying infcriptions, and at the lame time 
ignorant of the rules of architeaure, I have retrained from entering into a diffufive 
account of this celebrated palace. What I thought moft worthy of notice, I have en¬ 
deavoured to defcribe to the belt of my abilities. _ , 

Behind the hall of pillars, and clofe under the mountain. Is the remains of a very 
large building of a quadrangular form ; this may either have made part of the palace* 
or, not unlikely, a detached temple, as there is a confiderable fpace of ground filled up 
with earth and mounds of land, betwixt the two ; and as it has within-fide fymbols 
emblematical of a religious meaning. This building has four principal entrances to itj 

two from the nonh-eafi, and two from the fouth-weft. r l he walls are divided into 
feveral partitions, which are ornamented with various pieces of fculpture, the moft 
common of which have the figure of a man at full length v he is fitting in a chair, with 
his feet fupported by a ftool; behind the chair Hands a domeftic holding an umbrella ; 
the man has in his hand a round ftaff; before him are two branched candle slicks, with 
candles in them ; beyond thefe is a little boy, and behind him is a woman with a goblet 
in her hand. Underneath this figure are feveral others in long garments; fome of 
thefe are armed with bows and arrows, others with fpears, and all of them have caps 
in the form of turrets, which we learn from ancient hiftorians was the mode of drefs 
obferved by the Medes. Over the doors of this building, which are twelve in number, 
are bas-reliefs of a lion feizing hold of a bull, fimilar to that obfervable on the grand 
ftaircafe : the receffes in the walls are all lined with fine granite, and their fronts have 
handfome cornices of ftone. Befides the ufual figures, is a very extraordinary one, 
and is, I fuppofe, emblematical of the ancient religion of the Perfians : it reprefents a 
man feated on a pillar, who holds in his hand a fmall veffel; he has a girdle twilled 
round the centre of his body, the two ends of which projeft a confiderable dillance 
beyond his cloaths, and have much the appearance of wings ; he is drafted in long gar¬ 
ments, with a cap, turret-form. Underneath the figure are feveral lions (a fymbol of 
empire among the ancient Perfians) very well executed. 

Behind this ruin, a confiderable way up the mountain Rehumuf, to the north, is the 
remains of a curious place cut out of the rock, which had foimerly an afcem to it by 
fteps, but there being defiroyed by time, you are obliged to clamber up by the rock. 
As there is another building parallel to this, about the dillance of eight hundred yards 
to the fouth, I Avail defcribe them both together, and add a few obfervations of what 
I' conceive to have been their original defign. — 1 hey are lofty buildings of three fides, 
two of which are plain, and forty feet in height; the third has leveral fine lculptures 
boldly executed; in the centre is a pillar with the myftic figure already deferibed 
fitting at the top : oppofite to this Hands a man upon a pedeHal of three Heps $ in his 
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left hand he holds a bow, his right is held up, pointing to the figure on the pillar. To 
the left is an altar of ftone two feet high, upon which fire is burning, and, a little on one 
fide, is a large globe fufpended in the air, which has much the" appearance of being 
intended for the fun* Thefe two lalt-mcntioned fymbols, we are informed, were con- 
fidered by the Perfian Magi as the two grand principles of their religion, as they adored 
the Omnipotent Creator of the univerfe under thefe types, being each in their nature 
the pureft and freed of corruption of all created things : it may, therefore, be pre- 
futned they were intended to represent certain myfteries in the Magian faith. The 
man with the bow may poffibly be defigned for a chief of the Magi ;°or, to hazard a 
further fuppofition, the celebrated lawgiver and prophet, Zoroafter hiinfelf. However, 
this is only a fuggeftion, and 1 would not be thought to lay it down for a certainty! 
Every perfon, on viewing thofe noble ruins, mull have different ideas arife to him 
concerning them; but as all traces of the original religion have long fmce perifhed, 
together with their learning and language, the world muff remain in ignorance until the 
characters on the walls can be decyphered, which, alone, can clear up the much wiihed- 
lor afcertainment of the real date of the palace, its devices, emblems, and its real 
founder. Some have given it as their opinion, that thefe are tombs of the ancient Kings 
of Perfia, and of this opinion are Mr. Le Eruyn, and Sir John Chardin. 

The modern natives call this place Mujilis Gemlheed, or the affeinbly of King 
Gemflieed, as they fay that Prince ufed to vifit the place, with the nobles and great 
men of his court, in order to enjoy a delightful view of the adjacent country, of which, 
indeed, there cannot be a finer profpeft than from thence. 

Underneath the above-mentioned devices are fmall openings, which lead to a fubter- 
raneous paffage, cut out of the mountain ; it is fix feet in height, and four in breadth : 
the paffage leads a confiderable way into the rock, but is quite dark after advancing 
about thirty yards, and emits a mod noifome damp fmell. The natives call this place 
the Cherk Almas j that is, the talifman, or diamond of fate ; they affirm that at the 
end of the paffage is the talifman, and that whoever arrives thither, and afks queftions 
of future events, will be anfwered from within ; but they fay that no one has ever yet 
been able to penetrate to the extremity of the paffage, being oppofed by the Demons 
and Genii, whom they believe to dwell there; and fuperftitioufly imagine, that all 
lights taken in there will go out of themfelves. Sir John Chardin, and Mr. Le Brun 
however, penetrated a confiderable way into this paffage, till, they relate, it ended in 
a path too narrow to admit further progrefs. As no account has hitherto appeared of 
thefe fubterraneous paffages, but what the fuperftition of the natives has chofen to in¬ 
vent, it may not deemed prefumptuous in giving a conjecture, that they were originally 
intended as places for concealed treafure, a cuftom time immemorially obferved, and 
to this day fubfifting among Eattern Princes. Not having lights with us, neither 
Mr. Jones nor myfelf thought proper to explore the paffage. 

Descending to the foot of the mountain, to the fouth, you meet with the remains of a 
fmall lquare building, which has feveral doors and windows ftill Handing having- 
carved figures on them; but as thefe are only vifible to the waift downwards* it is mol 
likely the fand from the mountains has choked up the remainder: the figures are the 
fame with thofe in other parts of the palace. A little to the weftward of this building 
you afcend by a ftone ftaircafe into a magnificent court, of a quadrangular form! 
several pedeltals of pillars* and the remains of two grand portals to the eaft are ftill 
vifible : they are all of granite, and the cornices of the portals appear to have been very 
fuberb ; they are of an oblong fhape. On many of the broken pieces of the pillars are 
ancient mfcnptions, r 
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In feveral parts of the palace are (lone aqued Lifts, made for the pnrpofe of draining 
oft the water that comes from the mountains : they are of blue ftone, cut under ground 
eiftht fet deep, and two and a half in breadth. 

Thefe venerable ruins have fuffered much by the ravages of time and weather; but 
what ftill remains of them is as hard and durable as the rock itfelf. Earthquakes, 
which are frequent in Perfia, have alfo proved the means of throwing down many of 
the columns, and otherwifr injuring the apartments; and feveral of thofe which have 
not been overturned by the violence of the Ihocks, have had their tops nearly removed 
off, and in this fituation remain. The fand which is con ft ant ly walhed down from the 
mountains by the rain, in the winter feafon, has choked up numbeis of places, and 
even covered the pedeftals of feveral pillars. 

The old infcripiions difcernible on the walls, and other parts of the palace, may be 
reckoned among the greateft curiofities, as they have never yet been decyphered, either 
in the Eaft or in Europe; and what is very extraordinary, the moft learned and curious 
in the Oriental languages have been baffled in every attempt made to learn their mean- 
ing: — like the hieroglyphics of Egypt, they remain buried in an impenetrable myftery. 
Mr Niebuhr has given all thefe infcriptions in his fecond volume, moft elegantly and 
accurately copied, which may poffibly affift the curious in their attempts to elucidate 
them. It is one of the moft confiderable difficulties to folve when and by whom this 
palace was originally built* The Grecian hiftorians have given very imperfeft and 
dubious accounts of it, and the Perfians no lefs fo. By the prefent natives, the place is cal¬ 
led Tukht Gemfheed, or the throne of King Gemfheed; who they affirm built it between 
three and four thoufand years ago : he is alfo exprefsly mentioned as having erefted 
the Chehul Minar, or hall of forty pillars. It is related, in Grecian hiftory, that Alex¬ 
ander the Great fet fire to and deftroyed this rich and fplendid palace, inftigated to it 
in a fit of debauchery by the celebrated courtefan Thais. This circumftance, although 
it has the fanftion of hiftory, if one reflefts upon the appearance of what ffill remains 
of thefe ruins, any perlon on viewing them would hippofe fuch an event ltnpoifible to 
have taken place; as, in their prefent ftate, all the fire that could be applied would 
not make thefmalleft impreffion on thofe huge maffes of ftone, equal m point or dura¬ 
bility and hardnefs to the folid rock; and of fuch are the materials of the whole 
building. Thefe fentiinents arofe to me whilft on the fpot, and my opinion was 
ftrengthencd by the fuileft acquiefcence of Mr, Jones, who thought, like myfelr, it was 
abfurd to give credit to the idea of its having been burnt by Alexander. 

Having met with a ftiort account of the building of this palace, in a Perfian manu- 
fcript, being part of a work called Roufut al Sefa, or the Garden of Purity, I ihalL 

here take the liberty of inferring a tranflation. 

« i t i s related by hiftorians, that King Gemlheed removed the feat of government, 
which was formerly in the province of Sejeftaun, to Ears; and that in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Shirauz, having taken in a fpot of ground, of twelve furfengs m length (48 
Englifti miles), he there erefted fuch a palace, that in the feyen kingdoms of the 
world there was nothing could equal it. The remains of that palace, and many of the 
pillars on it, are vifible to this day ; and he caufed the palace to be called Chehul 
Minar or Forty Pillars. Moreover, when the fun, quitting the fign Prices, in the 
heavens, had entered Aries, Gemlheed having affembled all the princes, nobles, and 
great men of his empire, at the foot of his imperial throne, did on that day mftitute a 
grand and folemn feftival; and this day from henceforth was called the Noo Roze, or nrlt 
dav of the new year (when the foundation of Perfepolis was laid), at which period he 
commanded, from all parts of the empire, the attendance of the peafants, hulbandmen. 
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foldieiy, and others, in order to profecutc the defign ; requeuing that all, with joyful 
hearts and willing hands, fliould lend their afliftance in completing this work. This 
numerous aiTembly obeyed the command of their monarch, and the building was 
finifhed with all figns of mirth and feftivity, 5 ' 

It is further obferved, in the Jehan Ara, a book of Perfian chronology, that Queen 
Homaie, who flouriflied about 800 years after Gemfheed, added a thoufand columns 
more to this palace. — Such are the Perfian accounts, which are believed by the prefent 
natives to be true ones; but I fhould prefume, that until the ancient characters on the 
walls can be decyphered, no account of this place, either Grecian, or Perfian, or any 
other, can be depended upon as genuine or authentic, as they are unqueftiombly of an 
antiquity far beyond the records of any language now known in the world. 

It is to be remarked, that in the figures throughout the whole of the palace, the 
rules of art are not attended to ; the mufcles of the figures are wanting, yet the drapery 
is finely done, and the proportions in general are well kept up, though the contour is 
only obferved, which gives a farnenefs to the whole. Sir John Chardin obferves, that 
he thinks it is evident, whoever was the architect of this celebrated palace, was ignorant 
of Grecian and Roman architecture j and fuppofes that the defeats already mentioned 
were occafioned by his being obliged to finiJh the work in a hurry, and by that means 
the figures were left in the imperfefli ftate we find them at prefent. But Mr. Jones 
obferved to me that he rather fuppofed it to have been the ne plus ultra of ihofe days ; 
and remarked alfo, that the ornaments he had obferved in Sadick Khan’s palace at 
Shirauz, were in the fame ftyle as thole of Perfepolis, and that the architecture of the 
prefent Perfians was fimilar to that of ancient times; an obfervation by no means un¬ 
worthy of attention. With refpeft to the figures on the ftair-cafe, I have before 
obferved, that the variety of animals which appear, the camels, led horfes, the rams, 
the triumphal car, and the men with veffels in their hands, all give room to fuppofe 
the pomp of a procrilion is meant to be reprefented ■ and I think the pofirion may be 
corroborated by fbme part of the tranflation before infer ted. 

The materials of which the palace is compofed, are chiefly hard blue ftone; but the 
doors and windows of the apartments are all of black marble, and fo beautifully 
poliflied as to refledt an objedt like a mirror. One of the principal things worthy of 
admiration, is the immenfe flrength of the foundation. The whole of the palace takes 
in a circumference of 1400 fquare yards: —its front is 600 paces from north to fouth, 
and 390 from eaft to weft. Being built at the foot of a mountain, a great deal of it 
has been fmoothed with infinite labour, to make the ftones lie even. The height 
of the foundation, in front, is in feveral parts from forty to fifty feet, and confifts of two 
immenfe ftones laid together: the fides are not fo high, and more unequal, owing to 
the vaft quantity of land which has fallen from the mountain. It is much to be feared* 
that in the courfe of a few centuries, the earthquakes may totally deftroy the columns 
and remaining apartments ; but whatever may be their fate, the foundation muft 
endure until the rock itfelf, on which it is built, /hall eeafe to exilL 

I fhall conclude with a few obfervations on the Hall of Pillars. 

This hall appears to have been detached from the reft of the palace, and to have had 
a communication with the other parts by hollow galleries of ftone. By the pedeitals 
of the pillars, which 1 counted very exactly* the hall feems originally to have confided 
of nine diftinft rows of columns, each containing fix ; making confequently, in all, fifty- 
four. The fifteen that remain, are from feventy to eighty feet in height; the diameter 
at the bafe is twelve feet, and the diftance between each column twenty-two. By the 
pofition of the front pillars* the hall appears to have been open towards the plain; 
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but four of the pillars, facing the mountain, and which are at fonie diftance from the 
reft, leein to have been intended for a portico, or entrance from the eaft ; they are alfo 
of a different ftyle of archire&ure. The materials of the columns are a mixed fort of 

red ftone, granular. . 

The hall, fituated on an eminence, and commanding an extenfive view of the plain of 
Merdaiht, is ftrikingly grand, and conveys to the beholder the idea of an hall of au¬ 
dience of a powerful and warlike monarch. 

On Monday afternoon, the fecond of September, Mr. Jones and myfelf fet off to vifit 
the tomb of the celebrated Perfian hero, Rofluin (called by the natives Nukfhee Rof- 
tum). It is fituated three miles and a half to the north-eaft of Perfepolis: the place 
confifts of four diftinCt chambers, excavated high in the rock. The devices, in the 
upper parts, are exactly the fame as thofe of Perfepolis, reprefenting the myftic figure, 
with the altar of fire and the fun. Underneath the fculpture of the fecond chamber, is 
a gigantic figure on horfeback, cut in ftone, and very perfea; he is completely armed 
and accoutred, and drelied fomething after the Roman fafhion. On his helmet is a 
"lobe ; two figures are before him, the one kneeling down in a fupplicatmg pofture, 
and the other is in the aa of taking hold of the horfeman’s hand, as if to mitigate his 
wrath; the horfeman is looking fternly upon the figures, and the hand -at liberty is 
applied to the hilt of his fword. On one fide of the figure is an infcription in ancient 
characters but different from thofe on the walls of Perfepolis. Several attendants are 
in waiting behind the equeftrian figure, all of them as large as life ; but the proportions 
are not at all adhered to in the firft fculpture, the man being twice the fize of the horfe 
on which he rides. 

A little to the northward is another reprefentation. At the foot of the rock there 
are two figures completely armed; one of them is in the aCtion of letting go a ring, 
which the other grafps. The figure to the right has a globe on his helmet, and a 
large battle-axe in his hand : that to the left has a domeftic behind him, holding an 
umbrella. Under their horfes feet are two human heads; and a little on one fide 
appear the heads of feveral figures, attendants ; molt of them have a broad fillet 
encircling their temples, and a profufion of hair flowing Ioofe. Sir John Chardin 
fuppofes, that this may be intended to reprefent the aCtion of Alexander the Great, 
receiving the fubmiffion of the Perfian monarch Darius; but as we are informed by 
Grecian^hiftory, that Darius never faw Alexander, being murdered in his flight Ihortly 
after the lofs of the battle of Arbela, by his fervant Beffus, fo I fliould imagine the Per- 
flans themfelves would hardly have taken fuch pains to render the di(honour and ruin 
of their lawful king fo permanent and known to the lataft pofterity, in order to praife 
one who had utterly overturned their religion and their laws. Moreover, the work itfelf 
bears not the leaft trace of having been the production of any Grecian artifts, as the 
Greeks at that period were arrived at the higheft perfection in the arts and fciences; 
and "had fuch a thing been done during the time of Alexander, he would molt certainly 
have made ul'e of one of the many celebrated artifts who followed him into Afia; but 
thefe figures are difproporlionate, and executed in a rude manner. To hazard a fup- 
pofition of my own, 1 fliould rather conceive the above device was of a date prior to 
the Grecian conquefts of Perfia, and that it was intended to reprefent fome remarkable 
aCtion in the life of the hero Roftum (from whom the whole of the place lakes its 
name), and that it was cut to perpetuate the memory of it. 

Near the foot of the rock is a fquare building of blue ftone, twenty feet in height, 
by eight in breadth. This place has feveral windows ; the in fide is empty, and there 
are fmail niches in different parts of the wall. The natives affirm that the celebrated 
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Roftum was interred in this fpot; but many travellers havefuppofed it to have been the 
tomb of Darius Hyftafpes, from a paffage of Herodotus, the Grecian biftorian, 
amongft whom Sir John Chardin and Mr. Le Brune are both of the latter opinion* 

In a part of the rock, to the eaftward, is a fculpture of a figure on horfeback, the face 
of which has been much mutilated, and is fcarcely vifible; enough, however, remains 
to perceive that the figure is that of a man —* he has long flowing hair, and has a pro- 
jeftion, refemblinga horn, on the left fide of his forehead. The natives call this figure 
Iiktmder Zu AI Kemeen, or Alexander Lord of the Horns, that is, of an empire 
extending from eaft to weft ; and they affirm, that it is pofitively intended for Alex¬ 
ander the Great* Horns, we know, were confidered by the ancients as emblems and 
fymbols of power and majefty, and from this we may conclude, without a contrariety to 
reafon, that the Perfian idea of this figure is a juft one ; as Alexander is always defcribed 
by the Grecian hiilorians, having a horn on his forehead, or rather a particular lock 
of hair, refembling one; and it is alfo obferved on the coins and medals of that prince, 
which are ftill to be feen in the cabinets of the curious* Behind the figure on horfe¬ 
back are feveral others } they are in armour, on foot, and feemingly attendants 
on him. 

I-Iaving ft aid a fliort time at Nukfhee Roftum, we returned to Shirauz, Sep¬ 
tember 4th. 

Original caufe of the MohurrumS] The firft ten days of the month Mohurrum 
(being the firft of the Mahomedan year) are obferved throughout Perfia as a folenm 
mourning ; it is called by the natives Deha, or a fpace of ten days* During this period 
the Perfians, and all the followers of Ali, lament the death of Imaum Hoffein, the 
fecond foil of that prophet, who was flain in the war againft Yezzeed, the fon of 
Moaweia, Caliph of the Muffulmans. This event happened at a place called Kerbelaie, 
which in Perfian implies grief and misfortune* It is fituated in Eerack Arabi, the an¬ 
cient Mefopotamia, between the cities of CulFa and Medeena* The particulars of the 
flory are as follow; 

On the death of Caliph Ali, who was afliiffinated at CufFa, Moaweia, of the houfe of 
Ommia, fucceeded to the caliphat, which he had difputed with Ali during his lifetime. 
Moaweia, dying fhortly after, was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Yezzeed. In the inter¬ 
val, the inhabitants of Cufa [anno Hijera 60.] had fent a folemn enibaffy to Hoffein at 
Medeena, requefting him to come and take poffefiion of the government, giving 
affurance of their faithful fupport* Upon this affurance, Hoffein determined to fet for¬ 
wards, at the fame time taking with him the whole of his family (excepting hisyotmgefl 
daughter, who was at that time tick)* He began his march to Cufa on the 8th of 
Zulhuj, accompanied by a confiderable body of troops: intelligence of this being carried 
to the Caliph Yezzeed, who was then at Damafcus, he fent orders to Obeidollah, the 
governor of Cufa, to affemble an army and to crufli the rifing rebellion, by cutting oft" 
Hoffein and his followers* Obeidollah, in obedience to the command of his mafter, 
lent his deputy Ibn Saad, with ten thoufand men, giving him exprefs orders to intercept 
Hoffein in his route* The army in confequence began their march j and Obeidollah, 
remaining in the city, took care, by feizing the heads of the faction, entirely to quell 
the infurreftion ; by which means, the Cufians perceiving the fituation of affairs, re- 
gardlefs of the oaths and promifes they had made, treacheroufly left the unhappy and 
deluded Prince to his fate ; for which behaviour they are curfed by the Per flans and all 
the followers of Ali to this day* Hoffein with his army had not advanced far, before 
intelligence was brought him that the enemy had taken their ftation between him and 
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the river Euphrates, which lay in his intended route, by means of which he was en- 
* tirely cut off from the water ; an event of the moll diftrefling nature, in the fultry 
climate of Mefopotamia, where, from the violence of the heat, the weary traveller, even 
when fupplied with water, can fcarcely exilt. Deprived of that necelfary article, how 
trying mull the lituation be 1 Indeed this circumflance was the primary caufe of all 
the misfortunes which befel him : — his men, di(heartened at the idea of perilhing with 
thirft, forfook him in great numbers, deferring fo very fall that in a few days his whole 
force was reduced to the inconfiderable number of fevefity-two perfons, among whom 
wtre feveral of his own kindred, particularly his brother Abbas Ali,his nephew Cafim, the 
fon of his brother Halfan, his own fon Zein al Abudeen, a youth of twelve years of 
age, and his two infant children, Akbar and Alkur ; of the females, were his daughter 
Sekeena, his filler Zeineb, and his aunt Koolfom. In this fituation continual fkir- 
milhes and dillreffes thickening upon him were finally terminated on the 10th of Mo- 
hurrum, when Ibn Saad advancing with his whole force, furrounded his little troop, 
and they were cut to pieces, after lighting mo ft defperately. Aiker, Ho flein’s infant 
fon, was killed by arrows in his father’s lap ; and Hoffein himfelf, at length exhaufted 
with fatigue, aud fainting under a multitude of wounds, fell. His head was immediately 
cut off, and the enemy’s troops then ruining into the tent, began a general plunder, and 
took prifoners the remaining fon of Hoffein, who was lick in bed, together with the 
females of the family already mentioned ; bereaving them at the fame time of their 
ornaments and jewels, and treating them in a moll iufulting manner. A few days 
after, they were all conveyed to Damafcus, with the head of Hoffein, to be pre- 
fented to the Caliph Yezzeed. 

The tradition goes, that at this period an ambalfador from one of the European Hates 
happened to refide at the Caliph’s court, who, on the arrival of the prifoners, was 
flruck with compallion at the miferable appearance they made, and alked Yezzeed who 
they were ; the Caliph replied, that they were of the family of the prophet Mahomed, 
and that the head was the head of Hoffein the fon of Ali, whom he had caufed to be put 
to death for his rebellion.; whereupon the ambaffador rofe up and reviled the Caliph 
very bitterly for thus treating the family of his own prophet. The haughty Yezzeed, 
enraged at the affront, ordered the ambalfador to go himfelf and bring him the head of 
Zein al Abudeen, on pain of immediate death; this, however, the ambalfador flatly re- 
fufed; and, as the Perfians believe, embracing the head of Hoffein, turned Muffulman; 
on which he was immediately put to death by the command of Yezzeed. 

All thefe various events are reprefented by the Perfians during the firft ten years of 
Mohurrum. On the 27th of the preceding month of Zulhuj, they eredl the mumbirs 
on the pulpits in the mofques, the infides of which are on this occaflon lined with 
black cloth. On the 1 ft of Mohurrum, the Akhunds, and Peilh Numazzs (or Maho- 
medan priefts) mount the pulpits, and begin what is denominated by the Perfians, 
al wakaa. or a recital of the life and actions of Ali, and his fons Huffun and Hoffein; 
deferibing at the fame time the circumftances attending the melancholy fate of the 
Irnaum Hoffein : the recital is made in a flow folemn tone of voice, and.is really affecting 
to hear, being written with all the pathetic elegance the Perfian language is capable of 
exprefling. At intervals the people ftrike their brealls with violence, weeping bitterly 
at the fame time, and exclaiming, ah Hoffein ! ah Hoffein! Heif az Hoffein! Alas for 
Hoffein! — Other parts of the wakaa are in verfe, ijwhich are fung in cadence to a dole¬ 
ful tune. Each day fome particular adtion of the ftory is reprefented by people lelected 
for the purpofe of perfonating thofe concerned in it; effigies alio are brought out and 
carried in procefiion through the different neighbourhoods: among thele they have 
yol. ix. n n one- 
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one reprefenting the river Euphrates, which they call Abi Feral. Troops of boys 
and young men, fome perforating the foldiers of Ibn Saad, others thofe of Hoffein 
and his company, run about the ftreets, beating and fkirmifliing with each other, 
and each have their refpective banners and enfigns of diftinction. Another pageant 
reprefents the Caliph Yezzeed feated on a magnificent throne, furronnded by guards; 
and by his fide is placed the European ambalfador before mentioned. 

Among the mod affe&ing reprefentations is the marriage of young Cafim, the fon 
of Huflun, and nephew of Hoffein, with his daughter ; but this was never confummated, 
as Cafun was killed in a {kirmilh on the banks of the Euphrates, on the 7th of 
Mohurrutn. On this occafion, a boy reprefents the bride, decorated in her wedding 
garments, and attended by the females of the family chanting a mournful elegy, in 
which is related the circumftances of her betrothed hufband being cut off by infidels— 
(for fuch is the term by which the Sheias fpeak of the Sunnies). The parting between 
her and her hulband is alfo reprefented, when on his going to die field fhe takes an 
affectionate leave of him ; and, on his quitting her, prefents him with a burial veil, 
which llte puts round his neck : at this fight the people break out into the iuoft paffionate 
-exclamations of grief and diftrefs, and execrate the mod bitter curfes upon Yezzeed, 
and all thofe who had any concern in deftroymg the family of their Imaum. 

The facred pigeons, which are affirmed by the Perfians to have carried the news 
of lioffein’s death from Kerbelai to Medeena (having faff dipped their beaks in liis 
blood as a confirmation) are alfo brought forth on this occafion. The horfes on 
which Hoffein and his brother Abbas are fuppofed to have rode, are {hewn to the people, 
painted as covered with wounds, and ftuck full of arrows. 

During thefe various proceffions much injury is often fuflamed, as the Perfians are 
all frantic even to enthufiafm, and they believe uniformly that the fouls of thofe flain 
during the Mohurrutn will infallibly go that inffant into Paradife ; this, added to their 
frenzy, which for the time it laftsisfuch as I never faw exceeded by any people, makes 
them defpife and even court death. Many there are who inflift voluntary wounds on 
themfelves, and fome who almoft entirely abftain from water during thefe ten days, 
in memory of, and as a fufferance for, what their Imaum fuffered from the want of 
that article ; and all people abftain from the bath, and even from changing their cloaths 
during the continuance of the Mohurrum. On the 10th day, the coffins of thofe 
{lain in the battle are brought forth, ftained with blood, on which feimitarsand turbans, 
aftorned with herons’ feathers, are laid : — thefe are folemnly interred, after which 
the priefts again mount the pulpits and read the wakaa. The whole is concluded with 
curfes and imprecations on the Caliph Yezzeed. 

The Perfians affirm this to be a martyrdom, and throughout the whole of the recital 
Hoffein is diftinguiflied by the appellation of Sheheed, or the martyr. They add, 
that he alfo knew of, and voluntarily fuffered it as an expiation for the fins of all who 
believe in Ali, and confequently that all who lament the death of their Imaum, fhall 
find favour at the day of judgment: they further aflert, that if Hoffein had thought 
proper to make ufe of the powers of his Imaumfhip, the whole world could not have 
hurt him, but that he chofe to fuffer a voluntary death, that his followers might reap 
the benefit of it in a future ftate: whence arifes the belief among the Perfians, that 
at the day of judgment Fatima, the wife of Ali, and mother of the two Imaums 
Huffun and Hoffein, will prefent herfelf before the throne of God, with the fevered 
head of Hoffein in one hand, and the heart of Huffun (who was poifoned) in the other, 
demanding abfolution in their name for the fins of the followers of - Ali; and they 
doubt not but God will grant their requeft. — 1 had thefe particulars from a religious 

7 Perfian, 
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Perfian, and as they are not generally known to Europeans, I have taken the liberty of 

infertiflg them. _ 

The death of the Iraaum Huffun (who was poifoned by Ayelha the widow or 
Mahomed at Madeena) is lamented by the followers of Ali on the 28th of the month 
Sefi*, being the day which he died, but it is not kept with fo great folemnity as thofe 
of Mohurrum; although Huffun is mentioned during that period. Many perfons have 
confounded thefe together, and erroneoufly fuppofe the Deba of Mohurrum to be 
equally for both; but I was particularly inquifitive on this head, and was affured 
by feveral perfons that the diftinaion between the two was very confiderable. 

Return from Shirauz.'] On the nth of Oftober 1787, I fet off from Shirauz on 
my return to India: as I came down by the fame route as I went, I ihall only mention 
the different ftages, with a few flight obfevations, which by reafon ol my illnefs, I was 
before unable to attend to.—12th and 13th, paffed the villages of Khoon Zineoon, 
and Defterjun. 14th, We arrived at Kazeroon. 

Kazeroon.] Kazeroon, by its remains, appears formerly to have been a city o. 
confiderable note, and in fize little inferior to Shirauz ; it is fituated in the centre of 
an extenfive plain, furrounded by high mountains ; there is a fine Jake, about four 
miles eaft of the city. In the vicinity of Kazeroon, great quantities of opium are 
produced, but the Perfians do not make this very valuable commodity an article of 
trade; I fliould imagine they did in former times, as the opium of Kazeroon is much 
fpoken of in the Eaft. The city, excepting a mofque, and the governor’s palace and 
gardens, has nothing remarkable in it. 

15th, 16, and 17th, We remained at Kazeroon.—18th, We arrived at Comange.— 
As l have not before particularly defcribed the mode of travelling in Perfia, it may, 
perhaps be acceptable in this place. 

Mode of travelling in Perfia.] A cafila is compofed of camels, horfes, and mules, 
the whole of which are under the direction of a cheharwa dar or matter. It is to 
him the price of a mule or camel is paid, and he ftipulates with the traveller to feed 
and take care of the beatt during the journey; he has under him feveral inferior 
fervants, who help to unload the hearts of burden, take them to water, and attend 
them during forage. The cafila, whilft on the journey, keeps as clofe as poflible, 
and on its arrival at the Munzil Gah, or place of encampment for the day, each load 
is depofited on a particular fpot, marked out by the matter, to which the merchant 
-who owns the goods repairs j his baggage forms a crefcent; in the centre are placed 
the bedding and provifions ; a rope or line made of hair is then drawn round the whole, 
at the diftance of about three yards each way, which ferves to dlftinguilh the feparate 
encampments. During the night, the beafts are all brought to their ftations, oppofite 
to the goods they are to carry in the morning, and are made fall to the hair rope 
aforementioned. At the hour of moving, which is generally between three and four 
in the morning, they load the mules anti camels. In doing this, the paffengers are 
awakened by the jingling of the bells tied round the necks of the beafts, in order to 
prevent their ftraggling during the march. A pafiage from Hafiz may probably be 
not unacceptable to the reader, in this place, as it ferves to illuftrate the cuttom above 
defcribed. 

L ^ V in* ^ f Lr 

** The bell proclaims aloud, bind on your burdens /” Odes of Hafiz; 

When every thing is ready, the cheharwa dar orders thofe neareft the road to 

n n 2 advance, 
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advance, and the whole moves off in regular fuccefiion, in the fame order as the 
preceding drty, 

19th, coth 2lit, and 22d, we paired the villages ofKhifiit, Dowlakie, Berazgoon, 
and Chekaduk, — On the 23d, we arrived at Abu Shehr, where I met with a me ft 
pohte and bofpitable reception from Mr* Charles Watkins, the Company's Refident 
at that place. 1 J 

On the zad of December I embarked on board the Scorpion cruizer, Captain Jervis, 
for Buffora who very politely made me the offer of a paffage.—24th, in the evening, 
paned the Buffora Bar, and on the 28th came to anchor oppofite the town. 

, B«fvra,~\ '1 he city of Buffora is fituated at the extremity of the Perfian Gulph 
m latitude 31 30' north, on the banks of a frefh water river, called the Shat al Arab* 
which is a branch of the Euphrates ; that river uniting with it about fifty miles to the 
north-well of Buffora. The city is a very large one, but indifferently fortified : a mud 
wail encircles the town, having baft ions and turrets alfo of mud ; it had formerly 
a wet fofle, this is now dried up in many parts. Buffora, notwithstanding thefe 
diiadvantages, held out upwards of eight months when befieged by the Perfians in 
* 77.7 i was evacuated at the end of the entiling year, occafioned by the death of 
Kerim Khan, Vakeel of Perfia. Although the great defart extends to the very walls 
ot the city, the banks of the river on each fide are exceedingly fertile and pleafant - 
they produce corn, pulfe, rice, and feveral European fruits : but that which moil adds 
both to the pleafant fituation and profit of the place, is the date tree ; by the cultivation 
and produce of this tree, a considerable revenue arifes to the Turkifli government, 
lhe vicinity of Buffora abounds in game, particularly hares, partridges, and the wild 
hog, whole flefli is of a delicious flavour. The modern Buffora is fourteen days 
journey (by couriers) front Aleppo. There is a very grand tnofque in Buffora, and 
a 0 a cOAtFfmt of Italian miffionaries. The city is at prefent under the government 

under e whomheTcls. the ° f a Muffu!iem > appointed by the Bafta of Bagdad, 

nn-mbs ^ ^ the pmicU,ars of a revolution th at took place about eight 

Revolution at Buffora .] In the middle of April 1787, Sheick Twiny, an independent 
Arabjan chief of the tribe of Montifeeks (whofe country is fituated to the eaftward 
of Buffora on the Grand Delert), arrived at the village of Zubeor, on his return from 
tT M P fl fr ? ad ^^tia|ainft his enemies ; in which he was fuccefsfuD 

Lm onlheorfon. “ ° Ut W the ^ t0 nieet and “palate 

The Sheick of the Montifeeks had long had it in his mind to obtain poffeflion of 
Buffora which he laid claim to, and confidered as the right of his family; deeming 
Srvf fore * a m ° re fav< ? urabIe opportunity, he, without further ceremony? 
J?^ J vK k ‘f\ 3n ? th ? fe who accompanied him, prifoners, which was 
efleaed without bloodlhed and before the Turks could enterfain the leaft SdS 
of his intentions, lhe following day the Sheick fent into the city- a body of fifteen 
hunured Arabs, who took poffeflion of the ferai, or governor's palace, ^nd every 
! 11 1 ,’ w ‘ tho . ut: 0 PP 0 Cnon, there being but few Turks in the place, and not more than 
two hundred troops in all. The place was preferved in its ufual order and the 
property of individuals remained fafe. On the third day the Shieck Twinv Ld! 
hls own entry, accompanied by the remainder of his army, being about five thoufaud 

men. The Arab government immediately commenced. 1 S tboufand 

The 


* PRAHCKLIN’s TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. S?? 

The commanders of the Turkifh fhips in the river were depofed, and Arabians 
appointed in their room; and fhortly after, the Muffellem, with the council, the 
Dufterdar, or treafurer, and the principal officers under the Turkifh government, were 
embarked on board fliip, and failed for India. 

Thefe fteps being taken, the Sheiclc began to prepare himfelf for the confequences 
that might enfue, and firft he wrote letters to Conftantinople, excufing what he had 
done, by alleging and endeavouring to prove, that Buflbra had originally belonged to 
his own proper anceftors, and that, as a free and independent chief of a tribe, he had 
undoubted right to obtain what was his due. But he further obferved, that in order 
the Porte might perceive how anxious he was to fettle matters amicably, and if poflible 
procure peace, he had on this occafion forborne the victor's right, and had hitherto 
held untouched both the perfons as well as the property of individuals whom the laws 
of war gave him a power over; that order and juftice were as rightfully adminiflered 
as before. He finally concluded his letters with profeflions of allegiance to the Porte, 
on condition of his being nominated to the Bafhalick of Bagdad and Buflbra 
united in one, and hoped the Sultaun would lend a favourable ear to a requefl fo 
juIlly made. 

Thefe letters he difpatched to Conftantinople, and at the fame time providing for 
the worft that might occur, he augmented his army; after which, aflembling the 
Jews, Armenians, and other merchants of Buflbra, he requefted from them the fum. 
of fix thoufand tomans as a loan, for which he informed them a bond fhould be given. 
The merchants, though averfe to a propofal fo extraordinary in its nature, from the 
poffeffor of Buffora, yet had no other refource than compliance left them: and it was 
fome confolation to them to relied, that the Sheick had given them hopes of re-pay¬ 
ment at a future period ; and to do him juftice, there was every probable reafon to 
fuppofe, in cafe of fuccefs, he would have done fo. The fum propofed was raifed, 
and the bonds delivered. Shortly after, Sheick Twiny quitted the city, and marched 
his army to the village of Naranta. on the banks of the Euphrates, in the direct road 
to Bagdad, where he encamped and refolved to await the coming of the Balha, and rilk 
his fortune on the iffue of a pitched battle. 

It will now be neceffary to obferve, that at the furprifing of Buflbra, before men¬ 
tioned, the eldeft brother of Sheick Twiny had deferted his camp, and fled to Soliman, 
the Balha of Bagdad, claiming his protedion. This perfon whofe name is Sheick 
Ahurnud (for chiefs of families amongft the Arabs have always the appellative of 
Sheick), had been fet afide from the fucceflion at the death of their father, which ever 
after gave him a difguft towards his brother, and he eagerly longed for an opportunity 
to emancipate himfelf, and acquire a party of his own. This was offered him on the 
prefent occafion; he was received by the Balha with open arms, and the ftrongeft 
aflurances of fupport and protedion were given him. 

Soliman, on receiving intelligence of the revolution, affembled his army ; and the 
more to ftrengthen his party, he refolved to feek the alliance of an Arabian tribe bor 
dering on Buffora-to the fouth-weft. This tribe (whofe chief is called Sheick Chaubi), 
from their vicinity to the city, have it in their power to become either very ufeful or 
very troublefome neighbours, their country extending along the banks of the river 
below the town, and they alfo pofielling a confiderable fleet of armed gallivats. To 
this tribe Sheick Twiny had previoufly made an offer of alliance; but they demanding 
what he thought too much, as the reward of friendfliip at this critical j endure, he un- 
wil’ely relinquifhed the idea, which his more politic adverfary the Balha took advantage 
of, and a treaty of alliance and friendfliip was fettled between them. The Balha, on 
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this occafion, was liberal in the donation of two diftri&s of land, which he granted to 
the Chaubi. 

During the interval of thofe preparations, the letters fent by Twiny had arrived at 
the Porte: they remained- unanfwered to him, but a pofitive order was difpatched to 
the Baflia of Bagdad to fend the head of Twiny to Conftantinople, the Porte making 
no other obfervation on the matter, but difdaining to treat with the chief of a petty 
Arabian tribe. 

The Bafha. being now fully prepared, fet forward in the beginning of OQrober 1787. 
On the 23d inftant, he came up with the Arabs, and on the 25111 the Turks gained a 
complete victory over the Sheick and his adherents. The aftion was fought on the 
banks, of the Euphrates ; the conflict was bloody, and for fome time doubtful, but at 
length the Arabs giving way, a total rout enfucd, and Sheick Twiny was obliged to 
3 y from the field of battle, attended by a few followers. 

Buflbra, by this victory, once more fell into the hands of the Turks, and the re. 
eftablifhment of the Turkifh government became the neceflary confequence. Though 
every thing at prefent is quiet, and the troubles are terminated, yet the trade of the 
place has fuffered greatly thereby, and it will take fome time to reftore it. 

The unfortunate merchants, on this occafion, befides lofmg what they had lent to 
Sheick Twiny, were obliged to deprecate the anger of the Bafha by a new fine, who 
alfo gave orders for double duties to be exacted on all goods for that year ; and this, 
as the Sheick had before received the like, fell very heavy upon them. The Bafha, 
after eflablifliing a new Muflellem, returned to Bagdad. Sheick Twiny has lately fent 
fubmiffive letters ; but the Bafha has confirmed Sheick Ahumud in the chieffhip of 
the Montifeeks, and is refolved to maintain him in it. —Buffora, Eeb, ifl, 1788. 

On the 12th of February 1788,1 embarked on board the brig Futta Illahi, Captain 
Nimmo, on my return to India. I cannot, however, quit the Perfian Gulph, with- 
out making my acknowledgments to Meffrs. Maneffy and Jones, of the Buffora 
factory, who did every thing in their power to render my lhort flay with them agree¬ 
able. After- touching at Mufcat, Cocheen, and Mafulipatnam, on the 22d of April we 
ai rived in Ballafore roads ; and on the 25th anchored off Calcutta after an abfence of 
two years and two months. 
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O N the 5th November 1783, in an open well-cultivated plain, fix furfungs, where, 
halting for a few hours, the kafilah proceeded two and a half furfungs further, to 
Kandahar. This city, comprized within an ordinary fortification of about three miles 
in circumference, and of a fquare form, is populous and flourifhing ; and lying in the 
great road which connects India with Perfia and Tartary, has been long a dif- 
tinguilhed mart. 

At Kandahar are eftablifhed many Hindoo families, chiefly of Moultan and the Raje- 
poot didrifts, who, by their induftry and mercantile knowledge, have effentially aug¬ 
mented its trade and wealth. The Turcoman merchants of Bochara and Samarcand 
alfo frequent this mart, whence they tranfport into their own country a confiderable 
quantity of indigo, with which commodity Kandahar is annually fupplied from various 
parts of Upper India. This city is more abundantly fupplied with provifions, and at a 
cheaper rate than any place I have feen on the weft fide of the Indus. The grapes and 
melons of numerous kinds are peculiarly high flavoured, and are comparable with the 
firft fruits of Europe. The extenfive range of fhops occupied by Hindoo traders, 
with the eafe and contentment expreffed in their deportment, affords a fair teftimony of 
their enjoying at Kandahar liberty and proteftion. 1 

A fon of Timur Shah governs the city, with a traCt of dependent territory, which 
produces, it is faid, a revenue of eighteen lacks of rupees; and it may be juftly con¬ 
cluded, from the appearance of all claffes of people, that this collection is made without 
any extraordinary rigour. The environs of Kandahar occupy an extenfive plain, covered 
with fruit gardens and cultivation, which are interfefted with numerous ftreains of fo 
excellent a quality as to become proverbial; and the climate is happily tempered, be¬ 
tween the heats of India and the cold of Ghizni. 

It is generally fuppofed in Europe that Kandahar ftands in a country of mountains, and 
we fpeak of the lofty paffes of Kandahar, as a point not lefs clearly afcertained than the 
exiftence of the Alps. Permit me to reftify this popular error, which, like many of a 
fimilar texture, has made mountains of mole-hills, and acquaint you, that the face of 
the country furrounding the new city of Kandahar forms an extenfive plain, which as 
it approaches the fite of the old fortrefs, becomes interfperfed with hills; but they 
are of a moderate height j nor do they form any barrier of difficult accefs, or deep 
extent. 

On leaving Kabul, Bagdafir, my Georgian hoft, had given me introductory letters to 
two Turkifh refidents of Kandahar; the one kept a fmall (hop in the bazar, the other, 
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Aga Ahmed, had a warehoufe of fome note in the karavanfera. This perfon received 
me in a courteous manner, and though then in the character of a Chriftian, I did not 
experience any of that haughtinefs of manner, with which Mahometans ufually regard 
thofe of our faith. He even directed his countryman, the {hopkeeper, to provide the 
neceffaries for my journey, and to carefully guard againft any fraud. 

The immediate departure of a kafilah, and the faft approach of winter, when the road 
to Perfia is impaffable, determined me to proceed to Herat; though I wifhed much for 
a few days’ refidehce at Kandahar. Aga Ahmed made an agreement with the kafilah 
bafhi * for my palfage, and alfo that I fhould be furniflied with an attendant: this bene¬ 
volent Turk did not formally recommend me to the director's care, but enjoined him, 
on the forfeiture of his favour, to fhew me a particular kindnefs, which was only to be 
teftified by producing my written aflurance. Could I have found a fit affociate to divide 
the cares of houfe-keeping, I would have remained at Kandahar during the winter, as 
I.ftill felt the effects of the late ficknefs, and feared a relapfe from the fatigue of travel¬ 
ling ; but the predicament in which I flood wholly precluded any domeflic connexion 
with the Mahometans; and that of fomeftray Armenians, whom I found there, did not 
feern eligible. 

The road from Ghizni to Kandahar, according to my grofs obfervations, tends to the 
fouth-weft ; and the country has generally a barren afpect, with a fcanty fupply of wood 
and water. The buildings, from a fcarcity of timber, are conftru&ed, as in the Kabul 
diftritts, of fun-burnt bricks, and covered with a flat arched roof of the like materials. 

On the 8th of November left Kandahar, and proceeded to Koby, three furftings, a 
final! village furrounded by a fertile plain. At the diftance of two or three miles to the 
northward of Kandahar, is feen, on the left, the remains of the old fortification, Handing 
on the fummit of a rocky hill of a moderate height, but abrupt elevation. The road 
at this place tends over a ftony afcent of eafy accefs, fkirtcd on each fide with fcattered 
hills and wide intervals of level land. It is the form of this part of Afghanistan, which 
has given rife, I apprehend, to the European belief of the mountains and paffes of 
Kandahar. 

On the 9th, at Aufkuckana, three furfungs, a fmall village on a thinly cultivated 
plain. Our flow progrefs was occafjoned by the Kafilah bafhi remaining at the city to 
adjufl fpme bufmefs ; he had, however, wholly neglected mine, for not a perfon, when 
my fe£t was known, would even touch my garment. 

My ill fortune on the fcore of an affociate, which feemed to purfue me with an invete¬ 
rate rigour, had now given me, in the place of the fcolding nurfe and crying child, a 
theological and very clamorous difputant. This bewildered man, unhappily for himfelf, 
and for his neighbours, had conned over foine of thofe books of ingenious devices and 
quaint fyllogifnis, which are held in high note among the modern Mahometans, and 
have fixed among them a faife diftorted tafte. Even Hafis’s poems, fo confpicuoufly 
replete with wit, and with incitements to mere mortal pleafures, are tortured by them 
mi o praifes of Mahomet and his religion. This fanatical logician was unknown to the 
other paffengers, but he loft no time in difplaying to them his ftore of endowments - 
and feeing me a favourable fubjeft, he directed his full force at my head. 

1 r ad engaged the fervices of a travelling Arab taylor, and was anticipating the various 
convemej ces which they promifed, when he was driven from the profpect of an eafy 
livelihood by the threats of the logician, who denounced Mahomed’s vengeance againft 
him it he eat the bread of an infidel. The poor man, hungry and alrnoft naked, ftarted 

* Bafti in the luikifli language fignifies head, and is often applied in Perfia to the head of a focietv 
or party. ' 

at 
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at the danger, and, fearful of incurring fo powerful a wrath, refigned his new office, 
and went to live as it might pleafe God. Thus had I the dreary prolpeft of b mg 
peftercd for the term of twenty days, by this outrageous Mahometan, who, fo far 1, . & 
being confcious of any mifchief, believed that he was performing an aft of extenfive 
merit. 

On the evening of the 10th, the kafilah moved, and arrived next morning at Howrah 
Muddit Khan *, fix furfungs ; the country open, and the foil a mixture of light fand and 
earth, producing generally that fpecies of weed which has been noted in the remarks 
of the road from Kabul to Kandahar. 

On the 13th, at Khaokchamparah, fix furfungs. No marks of habitation were feen 
during the journey of tbefe two lalt days. 

On the 14th, at Greilhk, feven furfungSj a large walled village, on the fkirts of which 
runs a fmall ftream of good water; halted t\Vo days at this place, where a toll is col¬ 
lected on merchant, ize and paflengers, and where a Hock of provifions was laid in, to 
fupply our confumption through a tract of defert country, extending from this Radon to 
the weftward. My perfecuting neighbour had already deprived me of two fervants, 
when, after much entreaty, mixed with a wann eulogium on his extenfive capacity, I 
prevailed on him to moderate his refentnient againft me, and ceafe to anathemaiife thofe 
who might in future be induced, from their neceffity, to eat the bread of an infidel; 
He had, by his rhetoric, precluded me even from the ufe of a barber ; one of whom 
being obferved by him at the clofe of an operation on my head, was reprobated for his 
impurity in virulent language, and compelled to cleanfe his tazor by an ordeal procefs, 
the expence of which was defrayed by Chriftian money. On paying the charge, I ob¬ 
ferved to our logician, whom 1 now treated with little ceremony, that he fhould alfo 
caufe the fliaver to purge the money by the like trial, that he might not be polluted by 
the touch; a precaution, 1 added, that would doubtlefs have been adopted, but for a 
fear of half the amount being loft in the large alloy that debafes all Mahometan coins. 
I was, he faid, an incorrigible Kaufir, whom ill-fortune had placed with him on the fame 
camel, and which he feared could never thrive under fuch a weight of fin. 

Tiie urgent calls of hunger now gave me a third fervant, who was in his way from 
Moultan, to make the pilgrimage of Mufchid f. Think how ardent mull have been 
the zeal which incited this pilgrim to fo diftant journey, and fupported him againft the 
inclemency of winter* and the inhofpitality of a rude people, with fcarcely a covering 
to hid back, no fhoes to his feet, or ait atom of money in his purfe. Though I gave him 
fame warm clothing and fubflantial food, he was not able to keep pace with our party. 

His fuccefibr was a Kafhmirian, who had a countenance as demure as that of Gil 
Bias’s Ambrofe Lamela ; and, to the extent of his ability, as great a rogue. To enhance 
the value of his fervices, for which I was obliged to pay largely, he expatiated on the fin 
he was about to commit, eating the fait of an infidel; but 1 foon found there was no 
reftriftion to his diet. Mofl of the Afiatic nations have affixed to fait a certain facred 
property, but it is held in the higheft degree of reverence by the Mahometans, who fpeak 
of tail .as Europeans do of bread. A fervant is faid to eat the fait of his mafter; and, 
when guilty of ingratitude, he is ftigmatized with the name of a nimmock haram, or, a 
polluter of his fait; which is, I believe, the only term applied by Mahometan nations 
to fuch an offender, 

* fe 11 

* Howrah fignifics an avti&cial fountain, or refervoir of water j one of which had been conftru&ed at. 
this place by Muddit Khan, for the accommodation of travellers, 
f It is at this da^ the reputed capital of Khorafan* 
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Here I am induced to notice the ominous qualities vulgarly aferibed on fome occafions 
to fait in our own country j as when it is accidentally fpilled, lorne part is thrown over 
the left (boulder, that the fuppofed enfutng evil may be averted; a ceremony I have 
feen even obferved by thofe who were far removed from the lower clafles of life. But 
early impreffions are not eafily effaced, and they often impart to the ideas a lading 
colour; efpecially among thofe who are fecluded from the more hacknied paths ox 
the world. 

On the 17th at Shah Nadir, a ftation in the defert, feven furfungs. This refervoir, 
built by Nadir Shah, is a fquare of about twenty feet, over which is erected on pillars 
a terrace, which extending beyond the margin of the water, affords a convenient lodg¬ 
ing to travellers. 

On the 18th at Shorab*, five furfungs; fome fpots of cultivation were fcattered around 
this ftation, but no village in fight. 

On the 19th at Lungerah, a place of halt, in a defert country, where we found only 
one weak fpriftg of water, which was quickly confumed. 

On the 20th at Dilaram, fix furfungs, a fort in ruins, which is lkirted by a rivulet, 
on whofe margin are feen fome fcattering trees j a rare fight in this land ! but the adja¬ 
cent country is barren and uninhabited. 

On the 21 ft at Ruekwau, feven furfungs, a ftation in the defert. 

On the 2ad at Drauve in the defert, fix furfungs. This day the fun fliot forth his 
rays with great force, and the ground which we occupied being a bare fand, reflected 
an intenfe heat. Whilft I was panting under a very flimfy covering, I obferved that my 
neighbour, a Turkoman Seid, who had no flielter, was ftruck by the lun, and lay ftrug- 
gling in a violent agony. 

The Mahometans thought him poffeffed with the devil, and inftead of affording any 
proper aid, began an extraordinary convention with the fuppofed fiend ; efpecially my 
learned affociate ; who, in a peremptory manner, ordered the devil to depart out of the 
body of a true believer, and a branch of the holy ftock j but, feeing that the command 
had no effeft, though conveyed in Arabic and a vehement tone of voice, I requefted to 
interfere ; and lifting the incumbent from the ground, threw fome water on his face, 
and forcibly poured a quantity down his throat. The Seid foon felt the natural benefit 
of this adminiftrarion ; but the violenffe of the fliock created a temporary ftupefaftion, 
during which he uttered fo incoherent a language that it confirmed the opinion that a 
demon was fpeaking, and not the Tartar. 

Our logician addreffed the infernal perfonage in a very fpirited harangue, feverely 
reprehending his entrance into the body of one of the prophet’s defeendants, and chal- 
Icnging him, that the cloven foot might confpicuoufly appear, to repeat the Mahometan 
creed. To this tell the fhattered ftate of the Seid’s fenfes were not yet equal; nor was 
it until he had fmoked his pipe, that he diftinftly, and with furrounding applaufe, pro¬ 
nounced his creed and fliook off all diabolical connection. 

On the 23d at Ghurmow, in the defert, five furfungs. This evening my perfecuting 
companion left our party, and proceeded with fome Hindoo traders to Fera, an Afghani 
town of fome note, lying about forty or fifty miles to the fouth-weft of Drauze. But my 
joyat this riddance, like nioft joys of fublunary texture, was of fiiort duration; for the 
vacant place fell to the lot of a much more obnoxious affociate. 

I begin now to be afhamed at having impofed upon you fo large a portion of private 
ftory; yet, without it, I perceive my fubjeft would be as barren as the land I travel 

* Signifying fait, or brackilh water j but at this ftation the water was frefli. 
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over, which exhibits to the fatigued eye ope vaft fterile plain, without rivers, wood, or 
fcarcely a place of human habitation. Though perfonal recitals are ufually fufpected 
of vanity, and even in their beftfenfe partake more of the amazing than the inftru&ive 
qualities, you may perhaps gather from my anecdotes, fome fublidiary knowledge of the 
human character ; an important fubject, and not lefs various than the human iace. My 
next afiociate was the Arab taylor, already mentioned, who fucceeded to the vacant 
pannier by the affi(lance of one of his countrymen in our party, a trader of fome note. 
A conversion held when I was thought afleep, fome nights before, between the logician 
and tile taylor j in which the latter was ftrenuoufly exhorted to rob me, boded no good 
from the change; and this counfel was ftrengthened by a dodlrme very prevalent 
among the lower daffes of Mahometans, that it is meritorious and laudable to attack 
the property of an infidel. Nor was the advice loft on the taylor, who promifed an 
aftive diligence in performing the required fervice. Combining, therefore, the intereft 
of the world with that of his religion, he commenced a briik attack on my chattels; but 
-which, at that time, my vigilance preferved. His fubfequent attempts, however, were 
more fuccefsful, as were feen in the diminution of my apparel. This freebooting fyftem 
of the taylor’s kept me in conftant alarm, and difplayed every day, in ftrong colours, the 
ill confequences of my Chriftian garb. 

On the 24th at Ghiraunee, fix furfungs. A populous walled village, fituate near a 
fmall running water. Halted there the next day to make the payment of a toll, and pur- 
chafe provifions for a three days’ journey over a defert, which reaches from this place 
to the confines of Khorafan. My Kalhmirian fervant was wholly divefted of religious 
fervour, or a religious cloak. For he neither prayed nor walhed ; but, was much ad- 
di&ed to theft; and while the taylor purloined my cloaths, he was occupied in Healing 
my victuals. Yet this propenfity was, in fome degree, compeniated by his fervices, 
which found aftive employment in bringing water and fuel, baking cakes, and boiling 
my coff ee. 

On the 27th at Khoos, in the defert, five furfungs. The taylor’s payments for con¬ 
veyance not being regularly made, the feat was again put up to fale, when it was pur- 
chafed by an Ilinuoftany Mahometan, who had left his wife and family at Juanpour, in 
the diftriefc of Benares, and was thus far advanced on a pilgrimage to Mufchid. From 
the mouth of this devotee, who had formerly jjpen a marauding foldier, there iflued 
an almoft inceffant ejaculation of prayer. In truth it may be laid, that he overflowed 
in holy zeal; for he prayed and cried in a fuccelfive rotation. What an extraordinary 
character would this be thought in a country where its inhabitants, though (hunning 
no peril or fatigue in the purfuit of wealth and pleafure, will fcarcely crofs a ftreet 
to look into a church. The various precepts of education and religion, eftablilhed in 
the world, but efpecially, the different orders of government, produce fo ftrong a 
diflimilarity in the manners of men, that in inveftigating thofe of the moft oppofite 
tendency, they would feem to arife from beings of a diftinft fpecies. 

On the 28th at Gimmuch, feven furfungs, a ftation in the defert. , 

On the 29th at Ouckal, a large walled village, Handing within the limit of the 
province of Khorafan, and inhabited wholly by Perfians, It is proper here to obferve, 
that the natives of Perfia proper, particularly the foldiery, are often termed at home, 
as in foreign countries, Kuzzel Bach; a Turkiih compound, fignifying, 1 am 
informed, red head, and originally from the Perfian cap being covered at the top. 
with red cloth. 

On the 30th a halt. 

On the 31ft at Sheerbuchlh, a defert ftation, fix furfungs. 

001. Oa 


284 EXTRACTS FROM FORSTEIt’s TRAVELS RELATING TO PERSIA. 

On the i ft of November, at Zearut Ghah, feven furfungs. A fmall village, on the 
Hurts of which are feen the remains of fome tombs or religious edifices. 

On the 2d, at the city of Herat, three furfungs. The road from Kandahar to- 
Gimmuch leads to the weft, or weft by north; from thence to Herat, it has, I appre¬ 
hend, nearly a northern courfe, yet I cannot account for the fudden deviation of the 
track. The country is generally open, and interfperied with barren rocky hills of a 
moderate height. The foil is light and Tandy, producing naturally little elfe than the 
aromatic weed before noted. 

The city of Herat (lands on a fpacious plain, which is interfered with many fprings- 
of running water, fome of which are fupplied with bridges; and the numerous villages, 
furrounded with plantations, muft afford a pleafant view to the traveller, whofe eye has 
been wearied with the deferts of Afghaniftan. 

The director of the kafilah carried us to the karavanfera, where paffengers only are 
lodged ; the other places of this defcription being all occupied by relident traders. In 
the fquare of the karavanfera I perceived an Armenian, whom I informed, with little 
ceremony, left he ihould hear a Iefs favourable ftory, that I was an European, return¬ 
ing from India into my own country: but, for greater perfonal fecurity, I had affumed 
the name of an Armenian. And to quiet any fufpicion of the truth of my relation, I 
produced a letter, which the Georgian, Bagdafir, had written in my favour to an Arme¬ 
nian, who lived in a village about forty miles from Herat, My addrefs was doled by 
obferving, that though not in want of money, I flood in great need of his friendly offices, 
as he muft be well aware of the various difficulties affecting thofe of our feCl, efpeciallv 
when alone, among fo bigotted a people as thofe of Khorafan. The Armenian heard 
the little oration, which all my powers of fpeech had pointed at him, with a refolute 
coolnefs, and perceiving, I fuppole, that my acquaintance would yield no profit, he 
turned from me and went away, without even expreffing the common terms of civility. 
The frequent occafions which have occurred to me of noticing the Armenian eharaCler, 
foon cooled my refentment, and enabled me to reconcile the wearinefs and apathy of 
this man, with the common principles which govern his fedl. 

The prefent race of Armenians, like the Jews, are, with little exception, occupied in 
commerce, chiefly in its fmalleft branches, and having long loft with their country the 
fpirit of patriotifm, divefted alfo of an^,valuable attainments of knowledge, they exhibit 
hut a faint dlfcrimination of character; being generally induftrious, fervile, and dif- 
honeft; they are fcattered over various parts of Turkey, Perfia, and India, where, 
except in the Englifh colonies, they live on a precarious fufferance, being often, on 
trivial pretences, infulted, oppreffed, and plundered. To palliate the evils inherent to 
their fituation, and create a fubftirute for powers, honours, and national importance, 
they purfue the different roads of traffic with unremitting ardour, and invariablymeafure 
their pleafures _'y the mere extent of their wealth. Little fufceptible of friendfhip, 
they are rarely induced to afford, even among themfelves, mutual affiftance, or dif- 
. pofed to promote the enjoyment of fociety: the Armenians at this day are divided into 
two general claffes 5 the one, the moft numerous, eftabliftied in the Turkilh dominions 1 
the other in Perfia. 

The city of Jolfa, contiguous to Ifpahan, was exprefsly founded for the accommodation 
of the Armenians, by Shah Abbas, who, aware of the benefits that would accrue to his 
kingdom from a commercial and temperate people, gave them an ample prote&ion, 
and many indulgences. He permitted them, it is laid, to accompany their adventures 
to foreign countries, and advanced a capital to thofe not already opulent, but he always 
detk their families at Jolfa in pledge of good conduct. The Indian Armenians of the 
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Jolfa colony, and from an aftnal refidence in that; city, or fprung from families origi¬ 
nally fettled there, are all converfant in the Perfian language. The vicinity of the Per- 
fian gulf, which has long maintained an important trade with India, naturally allured 
the Armenians to a region, which at once held out to them the hope of fpeedy opulence, 
and the advantages of a temperate government. Nor did they ever think of returning 
into Perfia; but having amaffed a fufiicient wealth, purcbafed the releafe of their families 
on the payment of large funis. 

From the defer!p-ion given of the Armenian character, which I am not confcious 
of having in the lead overcharged, you will not be furprized at the mode in which I 
was received by my brother Chriftian at Herat. But I now determined to Aide into the 
Mahometan community, on the fil'd fair occafion : feeing, that without adding one 
benefit, I was like to become a martyr to our faith. In all parts of the city which I 
frequented, I was known only as a Mahometan, except in the karavanfera, where I ex¬ 
perienced unceafing Infult and derifion; for the Perfuns affeft a greater fcruple in 
communicating with thofe of a different religion, than any other fe£t of Mahometans. 
I was not even permitted to draw water out of a common well, but ordered to place 
my veffel on the ground, which was filled by a perfon hired for the purpofe, from a 
height and not touched. When I have been waiting for this fupply, the town boys, 
who in their round of diverfion would occafionally take our karavanfera in their way, 
learning that I was an impure perfon, ufed to form a circle round me, and defired to 
have the unclean part fhewn to them, and feemed much difappointed on being told 
that I was unclean all over. My journey hitherto, if not productive of other advantage, 
has corrected my former belief of Mahometan politenefs and fuavity of manners, and 
alfo I truft, qualified that infolence of carriage, which I have too frequently evinced to 
the inhabitants of our eaftern territories. 

Could one of our Indian grandees in the fulnefs of his power, feated in a palankeen, 
perhaps on an elephant, furrounded with thofe bands of ftickmen and piketnen, who dif- 
perfe every man and beaft that dares to crols his way: could this perfonage be tran- 
fported on the fudden to Herat, how fpeedily would he be diverted of his plumes, and 
reduced to his fimple value. Whenever I quitted the purlieus of my lodging, I became 
a grave hyprocritical Muffulman, with the enjoyment of all his privileges ; and the city 
containing a various defeription of people, ther<*was little apprehenfion of a difeovery. 

I daily frequented the eating-houfes, where all the talk of the day is circulated, and 
chiefly fabricated, in conjunction with the barber’s fliop, which in Herat has a neat ap¬ 
pearance. In the centre of it Hands a final 1 ftone pillar, on the top of which is placed 
a cup of water, in readmefs for operation, and the fides of the fhop are decorated with 
looking-glaffes, razors, and beard combs. Home having no pleafures for me, I was 
glad to fee them abroad; nor did I fail in procuring equal amufement and information. 
Neither Afghaniftan or the northern provinces of Perfia, permit the refidence of 
courtezans, or any women that dance or fing for the public entertainment. The north¬ 
ern Perfians affedt to exprefs an abhorrence of the Indian Mahometans, whom they 
reprobate for a general depravity of manners, and a negledt of religious duties: yet this 
temperate and demure people are much defamed, if, under their myfterious carriage of 
body, they do not pra&ife in their different vocations every fpecies of deceit and knavery. 
In India, it is a well known faft, that the Moguls, a denomination given there to all 
foreign Mahometans, throw off their northern cloak, and becoming notorious debauchees,, 
laugh to fcom the precepts of their doftors. 

Herat is a fmaller city than Kandahar, but maintains a refpcctable trade j and the- 
market-place, occupying a long ftreet, covered with an arched roof, is filled with fhop 
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of various wares. Bread, rice, and flefli-meats, with numerous fruits and vegetables, 
are equally cheap and abundant; and the grand market, held once a week, is fo 
crowded with the produce of the neighbouring villages, that a paflkgc through it is 
difficult and fatiguing. Goarfe woollens of a itrong texture are manufactured in the 
adjacent diftriCts^ a great part of which, made into garments, are exported into various 
parts of northern Perfia ; lurtouts of fheepfldn, with the wool in the infide, are feen 
hanging almoft at every fhop, and are ufed by all claffes of people in the winter feafon. 
A fmal 1 quantity of European commodities is brought to this city from the gulf of Per¬ 
fia, confining of French broad cloths, cutlery, fmall looking-glades, and prints; but 
their low prices Ihew that their demand is very limited. The police of Herat is judici- 
oufly regulated, and the adnumttration of juftice vigorous. Two men, apparently 
above the ordinary clafs, having been convicted of theft, were fufpendcd by the heels 
from a dome, which hands in the centre of the market, where they remained near an 
hour, to the terror of a gazing populace; having witneffed a part of this exhibition, I 
returned to my lodging with the interelled belief that my property, which was all in 
fpecie, concealed about my perfon, had derived from it additional fecurity. 

On exchanging fome gold at this place, I found the rate more favourable than at 
Kandahar or Kabul; yet hill one in fixteen lefs than the Indian value. Though I was 
unremittingly cautious in concealing my money, knowing that difcovery would bring an 
hofl of enemies on my head, one of my travelling acquaintances fuddenly opened the 
door of my apartment at Herat, a very unufual prafHce among Afiatics, and found me 
examining the ftate of my finances. At the fight of the gold fpread on the floor, he 
was {truck with furprize, and expreffed an eager curiofity to know the occupation that 
had procured me fo much wealth. But either my fpeedy departure from Herat, or a 
more than ordinary honefly in the Perfian, prevented the ill confequence which I had 
apprehended from the imprompt vifit. 

Khorafan *, the molt eaftern, the largeft, as well as the nioft important province of 
Perfia, participated the various and fevere revolutions which affected the ftate of the 
kingdom, from the diffolution of the Grecian dynafly, until the end of the ninth century, 
when it was involved in the Tartar dominion of the Sammani race ; and in the begin¬ 
ning of the fixteenlh century, after having experienced a fucceffion of Tartar and 
Arabian rulers, it was annexed to Berfia, by Ifmael, firnamed Sofi, from whom the 
Appellation of Sofi has been given in Europe to the Perfian kings. 

Herat had continued the principal city of Khorafan until the fucceffion of Ifmael, 
who beftowed the pre-eminence on Mufchid, from its containing the tomb of Moozau 
Reza, his fuppofed anceflor, and one of the twelve grand Imaums or priefts of the Per- 
fians. Since Mufchid became the capital of Khorafan, it has been enriched by large 
donations of the Mahometans of the feet of Ali, generally known by the name of 
Schiahs. Even Nadir Shah, the leaft difpoled of the Perfian kings to ecclefiaftical en¬ 
dowments, ornamented a mofque, which had been built over the tomb of Moozau Reza, 
with a maffy cabinet of filver, and a fpacious lamp of the fame metal. 

The religion of the Koran had exifled throughout the vafl: Mahometan empire for 
the fpace of nine hundred years without any effential change, when it experienced a 
fevere blow from the intrepidity of Ifmael, and rapid fuccefs of his arms. In the courfe 
of the firfl periods of Mahometanifm, four Arabian doctors, Maiek, Ambel, Ilanneifa, 
and Shaffee, made commentaries on the original text, which were adopted by fe&s, 
now feverally dittinguiffied by the names of commentators. But thefe explanations do 

* Khor, in the ancient Perfic, it is laid, fignifics the laft. — Sir William Jones, 
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Kot appear to have militated with much force agaitift the firil fyftem, or created any 
violent feuds among the different feftaries. 

As the grand innovation of the Mahometan religion was effefted in Perfia, and 
chiefly exifts in that region, I am induced to make a brief chronological review of forae 
of its more important epochs, previouffy to this event. It is fcen that the Tartar Ar- 
faces, having expelled the princes who fucceededto theconqueftof Alexander, eftablilhed 
a dynafty, which flouriflied for the fpace of four hundred and fifty years, and which, in 
the two hundred and twenty-fixth year of the Chriftian sera, was extinguished in the 
perfon of Artabanes, by Ardefhere *, the Artaxerxes of the Greeks, faid to have been 
defcended from the ancient race of Perfian kings. 

Should it be found, which I am induced to believe, that the Perfians and the Par- 
thians are a diftinft people, it is not improbale that the nations which ancient hiftory 
denominates Parthians, were compofed of the Tartars of the Arfacian dynafty, which 
held a long poffeflion of Perfia, and maintained fuch fierce con (lifts with the Roman 
empire. The dexterity of the archers, which conftituted the ftraigth of the Parthian 
cavalry, and an excurfivc rapid manner of fighting, which was represented as moil for¬ 
midable when they appeared to fly from battle, correfponds cloieiy with the military 
practice of the modern Tartars, in contradiftinftion to the other nations of north¬ 
ern Alia. 

The Arabians carried their conquefts and their religion into Perfia, in fix hundred 
and fifty-one of our sera, from which time it remained fubjeft to the khaliphat, until the 
middle of the eleventh century, when it was overrun and fubdued by Jogrul Beg, a 
Turkoman prince of the Seljukianf race. The fucceffors of Jogrul continued to govern 
certain quarters of Perfia in the year 118 7, when thelaft prince ot that race was conquered 
by Amalek Dinar, who, in his turn, fell under the power of Jakafh, the Turkoman 
prince of Kharafin: but, in 1218 of our sera, the Kharafmian empire, the Arabian 
khalipat, with the grandeft portion of the eaftem world, were fwallowed up in the 
power of Jenjis Khan, whofe pofterity held poffeflion of Perfia for the fpace of one 
hundred and feventy-four years, though ultimately rent into fmall principalities by a 
feries of inteftine wars. It became, after that period, an appendage to the dominion of 
Timur, and appears to have acknowledged, in feparate governments, a general depen- 
dance on certain branches of his family, until the year 1499, when Ifinael Soft, taking 
up arms again ft. the Tartar princes, role by a quick fucceffion of viftory, and afiumed 
the undivided throne of Perfia. 

It is feen in Knolles’s very eftimable Hiftory of the Turks, that Ifmael was the fon 
of Hyder, furnamed from the place of his birth, or the refidence of his youth, Ardebil, 
and that he was honourably defcended. Retiring from the occupations of the world, 
Hyder fixed his abode in the city of Tauris, where he pafied an auftere contemplative 
life, and was held by the inhabitants of that quarter in great veneration. The fame of 
his charafter foon procured him the name of a prophet, and caufed multitudes of people 
to refort to him from all parts of Perfia and Armenia. The more to feduce the mul¬ 
titude, ever delighted with novelty, he began to inveigh againft the doctrine of the Ma¬ 
hometans, which enjoins a facred remembrance of the three f firfl: fucceffors of their 
prophet, and to revive the opinions of a certain preceding dervifli, named Guini, who 
was known alfo by the defignation of Sofi. He afferted, as if infpired from above, that none 

* The fuccc fibre of this prince were denominated Saifamdesj from Saffian, the father of Ardeffeere, 

■f So named from Seljuk, his grandfirej who occupied a private ftation in the vicinity of Samarkand, 
*vhcre he held large landed poiTdGons, f Abubuckcr, Omar, and Ofmaiu 
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fhould enter the kingdom of Heaven but thofe of the fe£t of, AIi ? who was the genuine 
heir and affociate of Mahomet \ and ordained, that the memory of Abnbucker, Omar, 
and Ofman, ihould be held atcnrfed* The King of Perfia, whom Knolles calls Affym- 
beius Ulan CafTanes ** to ftrengthen his government and acquire popularity, invited 
Hyder to court, and gave him his daughter in marriage, from which fprung Ifrnaeh 
Being now brought forward on a more confpicuous theatre, Hyder grew into the gene¬ 
ral eftimation of the people, which alarming the fears of Jacoob, the fun of HtuTan, who 
had fucceeded to the kingdom, he fecretly put him to death. 

Ilmael, flying from the power of Jacoob, took refuge with the chief df afmat! terri¬ 
tory oil the fouthern borders of the Cafpian Sea, named Pyrchales f, Some of the 
friends of Hyder retired at the fame time into LefTer Armenia, then fukjeft to the Turks, 
where they promulgated their doctrine with fuccefs. Their difciples were diflinguifhed 
by a red band tied over the turban, whence it is laid they firft obtained the appellation 
of Kuffel Bafh, which in theTurkifh language, as has been already noticed, fignifies red 
head. Ifmael, during his retirement, advanced, with zeal, the tenets of his father j and, 
being by nature confpicuoufly eloquent, of a penetrating genius and auftere life, of a 
comely perfon and invincible courage, was, by the vulgar, counted more than humaru 
The nobles of the neighbouring country, allured by the endowments of Ifmael, and the 
j'pecious novelty of his doctrine, reforted to his place of abode with offers of fupport; 
and, though feemitig to ftnm them, he was inverted with authority, honours, and 
wealth* In token of his rare qualifications, and a belief in his power of prophecy, 
Ifmael received the title of Sofi, w which,” lays Knolles, 4< fignifieth, among thele 
people, a wife man, or the interpreter of the gods J.” 

The death of Jacoob, which mult have happened at an early period of his reign, and 
the tumults that enfued in Perfia, then ufurped by one Elvan Beg, who was alfo engaged 
in a warfare with his brother, named Morad, encouraged Ifmael to urge his fortune 
on fo promifing a field. Obtaining fome military aid from Pyrachales, his firrt protec¬ 
tor, he penetrated into Armenia, where he recovered the patrimony of his family, and 
was cordially received by thofe who had favoured his father, Purfuing his fuccefs, he 
penetrated into Shirvan, he took andfacked Shah Machee, the capital of the province, 
by the plunder of which he largely increafed the numbers and hopes of his army, 
Elvan Beg had now expelled Morad, and was bulled in punching fome of the principal 
citizens of Tauris, the capital of the kingdom, for having taken up arms in favour of 
his brother, when Ifmael fuddenly approaching the city, took it without oppofition. 
Elvan, deprived of other fupport, formed an alliance with his brother, but in his progrefs 
to form a junftion with the army of Morad, he was vigoroufly attacked by Ifmael J and 
flaia in battle j the conqueror marched without delay againft Morad, who was encamped 

* It is ferioufly rfegrfcUetl that tlie Greek and Rotnan writers, as alfo many of the modems, have not 
delivered to us the literal names of men and places, which occur in their hiftory of Foreign nations. This 
want of accuracy, or rather the itnpulfe of an abfurd vanity* has involved the European hi Rories of Afia in 
a triage of obfcurity; thofe, efpeeiully, which represented the feries of warfare maintained againft Perfia by 
the Rates of Greece, and ultimately the conquell of that empire by Alexander of Macedoiu The name 
given by Knolles to the Peril an king, taken from fome Latin records, is evidently a mifnomer, as no fuch 
denomination is now in ufe among the Mahometans, and we know that no change has affected their name, 
i\nce the firit eilablidiment of the khuliphat. His regal title, being a Tartar, might have been Azirn Beg, 
Signifying a great lord or prince; and his domdtic appellation, Huflan Caflim. 

y So expreifed by Knolles. 

j 'This word, I apprehend, is purely of Greek origin 3 the Mahometans had, at this period, been long 
<onverfant in Greek letters, 
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at Babylon, and compelled him to fly into the Arabian defert *: he rofe without a com¬ 
petitor to the throne of Perfiaf. 

Ifmael is perhaps the firffc prince who at once conquered a fpaclous kingdom and the 
religious prejudices of its people. Nor does it appear that any of thofe violent com¬ 
motions were excited, which ufually mark the progrefs of ecdefiaftical reformation. 
The fyftem of Hyder and Ifmael was founded on the pofition, that Mahomet had given 
his daughter Fatima to Ali, as a mark of the greateft affeffion, and bequeathed to him 
the fucceffion of the khaliphat. Bur, that in defiance of this facred teflainent, Abu- 
butker, one of the alfociated friends of Mahomet, letting afide the claims of AH, had 
aiTuraed the powers of government, which at his death, were alfo forcibly held in a 
confequent adnuniftration by Gfiftar and Gfinan. But, that the injuries of Ali, having 
ultimately roufed the divine inrerpofition, he became the ruler of the J Muffulmans. 
This doftrme being unanimoufly received, Ifmael ordained, that as the three firft kha- 
liphs were ufurpers and facrifegious violaters of the lafl: mandate of their prophet, their 
memory fliould, at the five dated times of prayer, be reprobated with every expreflion 
of contumely, and the fevereft vengeance of God denounced againft them. He alfo 
mferted, at the conclufion of the Mahometan creed, that Ali is the friend or the beloved 
of God, and dire&ed that he and his poflerity fliould be diflinguiflied by the appellation 
of imaums, or holy men ]j. In contradiflinciion to the Soonis, who in their prayers crofs 
the hands on the lower part of the breaft, the Schiahs drop their arms in ftraight 
lines \ and as the Soonis, at certain periods of the prayer, prefs their forehead 
on the ground or a carpet, the feftariesof Ali lay on the fpot which the head reaches, 
a fmall tile of white clay, hnprefTed with characters facred to the memory of Ali. 

Some clafles of the Schiahs believe that Ali was an incarnation of the deity, who per¬ 
ceiving, they fay, the million which had been delegated on Mahomet to be incomplete, 
affutned the per/bn of this khalrph, for the purpofe of fixing the Mofleni faith and power 
on a firmer bafis. The Schiahs have imbibed ftrong religious prejudices, are more 
inflamed with the zeal of devotion, and confequently Iefs tolerant to the other feds 
than the Sootiis. In Perfia they do not permit a Sooni to eat at their board, and in 
common language, without provocation or heat of temper, they call him an infidel. 
But in what light, dear fir, will you view a numerous and civilized people, who have 
produced writings that would exalt the name of the moft poliftied nations, yet in folemn 
deliberate exprelTion, imprecate God’s wrath five times a day, on the fouls and afhes of 
three men who never did them an injury, and who, in their day, advanced the empire 
of Mahomet to a high pitch of glory and power. Not appeafed with uttering the 
keenefl reproaches againft the memory of thefe khaliphs, they pour a torrent of abufe 
on every branch of their families, male and female, lower even than the feventh gene- 

* Where he was cut off by domeflic treachery. 
t Ifmael'9 acceffion happened about the year 1508, 

% ]n commemoration o± the four firft fucceflors of Mahomet, who were alfo his confidential aflbciateA 
and by their eathufiafhe courage, had been his grand tnftriiments in aggrandizing the khaliphat, the general 
body of Mahometans* except the Ferfians, are often termed Char Yaree, or thofe of the four friends. They 
are like wife called Soonk, an Arabic word, fignifying the followers of the right path. 

[I The real number confifts of eleven perfons, to which a twelfth, fimpofed yet to come, lias been added 1 
their names are Ali, Hufllti audHuffeyn, his Tons, Zyne-ul-Abedein,Mahomet Eaukur, Jaffier Sadue, Moufa 
Kazim, Ali Moufa Befa, Mahomet Tuckee, Ah Nughee, HufTm Anfcany and Mahomet Mhcdy. The 
titles befiowed ufually on Ali are, Ameer-ui-Momenejn, Mortiz Ali and Hyder. This lafl denomination, 
fignifying a lion, is particularly given to Ali, when his military exploits are rehearfetl. But when the pro- 
founded refpect is expreffed for his memory, he is entitled Ameer-ukMomendn, or lord of the faithful. 
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ration. I have leen their imagination tortured with inventing terms of reproach on thefe 
men and their pofterity, anti commit verbally every act of lewdnefs with their wives- 
daughters, and the progeny down to the prelent day. The Soonis, though aware o£ 
this unvaried ceremony of execrating the memory of men, whom they have been long, 
taught to hold in reverence, and that they themfelves are ftigmalized as infidels, do 
not even, when fully empowered, intemperately refent tins perfecuting fpirit of the- 

Ferfians. _ 

In the divifion of Khorafan, fubject to the Afghan empire, the Ferfians enjoy a fair 
portion of civil and religious liberty, and are rarely treated with infults. 

In noticing the more liberal opinions of the Soonis, in the practice of their religion, 
I am brought to the recollection of an occurrence, which places this fact in a confpicuous 
point of view. 

An Armenian merchant from Ifpahan, accompanying an adventure of fome value, 
came to the karavanfera, in Kabul, where I lodged ; and though five of his countrymen 
were on the fpot, the other refidents being Jews, Mahometans, and Hindoos, not one 
of them advanced to give him welcome, or an offer of afliflance ; and to augment his 
embarraffment, all the apartments of the ferauce were occupied. In this predicament 
flood the Armenian, and he mult have lain in the ftreet, had not a Turk invited this 
forlorn Chriftian into his own apartment; and he fed him all'o at his own board. One of 
the Armenian tribe, after fome days, talcing lliame perhaps from the Mahometan exam¬ 
ple, or expecting fome advantage’from the cargo of his countryman, tendered him a 
part of his habitation, which the ftranger at fir ft refufed nor did he accept the invitation, 
until ferioufty admonifhed of the crime of forming fo clofe a connexion with an 

infidel. - _ 

It is now' time to revert to my own ftory, and inform you, that it had been my firit 
intention to have proceeded from Herat to Refhd, the principal town of the Ghilan 
province, which lies a few miles inland from Inzellee, a Ruffian factory, on the bor¬ 
der of the Cafpian Sea. It is a computed journey of feventy days, of about twenty- 
miles each, from this city to Refhd *, but the road which leads through the leffer 
Irak t, has a deviating courfe from the dircft line. 

Being informed by the Armenians of Herat, that Ruffian vefiels navigate along the 
coaft of Mazanderan, to which a ftraight track lay from hence, though not much fre¬ 
quented, from being iubjeft to the depredation of the Turcoman Tartars, I was refolved 
to purfue this route, at once direct and wholly unknown to European travellers. 

A kafilah being about to proceed to Turfhifh, a town lying in the direction of Ma- 
zanderan, I made an agreement with the director for a conveyance; but with a con¬ 
fidential ftipulation, that I was to be received in a Mahometan chara&er j and the 
better to guard againft a difcovery of my perfon, I took the name of an Arab, a people 
little known in this part of Perfia, and the knowledge of whofe language is confined 
only to fome of the moft learned priefts. 

Some days before my departure from Herat, an Afghan Sctd came into my apart¬ 
ment, and perceiving in the courfe of converfation that I was a Chriftian, he exclaimed, 
with fenfible emotions of joy, that he had now obtained a favourable opportunity of 
% 

% From Herat to the town of Jubbus, a route of fifteen dap ; thoice to Yerd twenty-fiVe ; and t0 
Cafhan ten; and a fifteen dap ? journey to Refhd. 

f There are two provinces of Irak, the leffer and the greater j the latter termed Irak Azeem> of which 
Eagdat is the capital* chiefly depends on Turkish and Arabian emire. 
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revenging the greivous injuries fuftained by many of his holy anceftors at the hands of 
infidels, and that unlefs I paid a fine of five hundred rupees I inuft repeat the creed 
of Mahomet, and be circumcifed. Pretending an ignorance of the purpofe of this de¬ 
mand, I carried the feid, with a mifchievous intention I confefs, to the next quarter, 
where the Armenian corps, four in number, were then affembled, and requested die 
principal of them, who fpoke thePerfian language wiih fluency, to explain the fubftance 
of the fekTs demand ; and this was precifely the point to which I wanted to reduce the 
queftion. When the hungry Afghan perceived, that inftead of one Chriftian he had 
found five, his exultation had no bounds- Pie fwore by his beard, that we fhould all 
incur the fine or circumcifion. Oh! what a glorious fight, cried he, will be difpkyed 
4 :o our prophet, when thefe hardened infidels, renouncing their herefy and impurities, 
fhall become a portion of the faithful: what a triumph to our holy religion ! The ex¬ 
pedient which I had adopted, though not a fair, was for me a fortunate one; as the 
controverfy, which became ferious, was now more equal. The feid called loudly on the 
Mahometans in the name of the prophet, to affift in compelling the enemies of his 
religion either to embrace it, or by adminiftrating to the wants of his defendants, con¬ 
tribute to its fupport; the Perfian refidents of the karavanfera endeavoured to aflliage 
the Afghanis intemperance ; but they quickly withdrew all interpofition, on being told 
that the toleration of their do&rine was a greater indulgence than the maintenance of 
rheir execrable tenets deferred- The feid experiencing, however, more obfUnate 
refinance from the Chriftians than he had expected, it was evidently feen, that however 
ardent might have been his zeal for the advancement of religion, he was not the kfs 
mindful of his temporal welfare ; and permitting himfelf, after difplaymg great powers 
in this holy war, to be foothed by the fuppliant infidels, he withdrew his threats for a 
trifling fum of money, far difproporhoned to the firfl: demand- And here I mutt ob- 
ferve, that when I faw the refolute and judicious manner in which the principal Arme¬ 
nian conducted his fare of the conflict, I felt a compunction for having involved him 
in fo ferious an embarraffinent. 

At Herat I found, In two karavanferas, about one hundred Hindoo merchants, chiefly 
natives of Mouhan, who by the maintenance of a briik commerce, and extending a long 
chain of credit, have become valuable fubjects to the government; but difeouraged by 
the infolent and often oppreffive treatment of the Perfians, they are rarely induced to 
bring their women into this country- When the Hindoos crofs the Attock, they ufually 
■put on the drefs of a northern Afiaric : being feldom feen without a long cloth coat and 
a high cap. Some Jewifh traders refide alfo at Herat, where they are accufed of prac- 
tifing all that fyfletn of chicane, to which their tribe is fo notorioufly addicted in the 
weftern world. Being habituated to the manners of Upper Afia, and converfant in 
1110ft of its languages, the Jews and Armenians mix with little perfonal inconveniency 
in Mahometan focielies* 

The leading cufloms of the various nations of Afia are fimilar, or but weakly diverfi- 
fied. When they fit, the legs are eroded, or bent under them ; they perform topical 
ablutions before and after meals, at which no knife or fpoonis ufed, unlefs the diet be 
wholly liquid. They invariably adopt the like modes of performing natural evacuations. 
And all the hair of the body is fhaved, except that of the beard ; yet this laft ufage is 
more peculiar to Upper Afia, where, likewife, all degrees of people cover the head, 

* Such pecuniary aflirfiment is termed Jayzeah, ami is occafiondly levied in Mahometan countries, on 
nhok who do not profefs the faith of Mahomet, 
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affixing the idea of indecency to its being bare ; and they never enter an apartment 
covered \vkh a carpet, without pulling off their ffioes. 

On taking leave of the Armenians, I could hot help obferving, perhaps unfeafonably, 
that, inftead of contributing to my affifiance* in a land where our led already experi¬ 
enced many grievances, they had confidcrably increafed them, by withholding even the 
inferior offices of humanity ; hut that I cordially forgave a treatment which was to be 
aferibed to the excefs of caution, conftitutionally inherent to their tribe- The principal 
Armenian eameftly urged me to open myfelf to him, and difclofe the myftery which 
appeared in my character* It was not in reafon, he faid, to believe that motives of 
curiofity, as I alledged, could have induced me to incur fo much fatigue, danger, and 
expence* which were only to be compenfated by the profpeft of gain, or a pilgrimage 
to Jerufalem* But the Armenians, faid he, are now the only vifitors of the facred tomb* 
and indeed the only pure Chriffians now exifting* He was of opinion, in ffiort, that 
my ftory was a counterfeit, and concluded by afferting, that I was a jewel-merchant, 
or a fpy* I endeavoured to explain, that, among the natives'of Europe, it was a com¬ 
mon ufage to vifit foreign countries, where an obfervance of the manners and arts of 
various people improved the underftanding, and produced a more extenfive knowledge 
of mankind ; and that a frequent intercourfe with nations of diffei'ent cuftoms and re¬ 
ligious opinions, taught them to fhakeoff domeftic prejudice, and to behold all men with 
the eye of common affection. To this language, which he had probably never before 
heard, he liftened with an air of vacant wonder; but, as the dodriae did not fquare 
with his fentiments of the world, he ultimately treated it with contempt; wifhing me, 
however, a better journey, he faid, than my plan promifed. 

On the evening of the a 2d of November, I left Herat, and halted that night at Alum 
Guffour Chulhmah # , three quarters of a furfung. Here let me again crave your in* 
dulgence for the copious felf-narration already impofed on you, and for that which I 
fear is yet to come. But what can I do ? Northern Perffa is, at this day, equally void 
of events as of letters, and has but few monuments of grandeur. You muff, therefore,, 
extend a large portion of patience oventhefe communications, and by permitting me 
to fpeak for myfelf, the favourite amufement of all travellers, you will make me a fuffi- 
cient recompence for all the little chagrins which I incurred, and fome folkary hours 
which I paired in the courfe of my journey* 

The kafilah dire£tor, Aga Ali, and his family, which confifted of his mother, wife, 
and a fervant, having confented that I fhould be received among them in the character 
of an Arab, going on a pilgrimage to Mufchid, I joined the party at an appointed place, 
whither every perfon reforted except the females of our family, on whofe heads, and 
and indeed all parts of them, many indecent reproach was thrown. There was no mor¬ 
tal ill which thefe women did not deferve to feel; but, when women were concerned- 
in any undertaking, what good could refuit, exclaimed all the enraged Mahometans. 
Night approaching, the kafilah moved, and left Ali to efcort the ladies, in which fervice- 
I was alfo retained. On their arrival he began to utter fome angry language ; but it 
became manifeft that we were members of a female government, which was conduced 
by the mother of Ali* She feemed in her manners not unlike the Afghan lady whom 
I heretofore endeavoured to celebrate, but had lefs fiercenefs and deeifion ; the deficiency v 
1 prefume, arofe from the conftitutional difference between the tempers of an Afghan 
and a Perfian 5 for my new dame evinced the fame third after fupreme fway, but 

* Chdhmah, iii the Perfic, figmfies a natural fountain. 
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exercifed it with more mildnefs. Ali remaining at the town-gate to make fome toil 
payments, difpatched the ladies and me, under the charge of his affociates, who, per¬ 
ceiving our progrefs to be very flow, and the night far advanced, left us with little cere¬ 
mony. When Ali arrived, he exprefl’ed much refentment at the fcandalous del'ertion 
of his friends, and many thanks for my attention; though I could hear him murmur 
at the indecency of Mahometan women being entrufted to the charge of an infidel. But 
All’s honour might have remained fafe in the moil intemperate quarter of the world ; 
and, for my part, I was fo grievoufly loaded by a heavy mulket which he had given 
me to carry, that, had his fpoufe been a Venus, I would not have looked at her. No 
apprehenfton now exifted of a fcolding nurfe, a crying child, or a fanatic difputant; or, 
indeed, of any thing which could actually offend ; for my prefent affociate was a bag 
of rice, from whofe good neighbourhood I anticipated much fat isfattion. 

On the evening of the 24th, moved from the Cuflimah, and arrived the next morn¬ 
ing at Dhey Soorch, four furfungs. Some little cultivation was feen, but the general 
face of the country bore the fame wild inhofpitable afpeft, as in the eaftern quarter of 
Khorafan. The benefits attached to my new character, were now confpicuoufly teftified. 

I was, from my fuppofed fed, entitled Hadji, and much courted by all the paffengers, 
el'pecially when the given purpofe of my journey was underftood. No perfon in the 
defeription of a Chriftian fliould attempt to make a paflage through this part of Perfia> 
fhould it, through a train of favourable events, be accompliflied, he will be harraffed 
and defrauded, even on a principle of religion, and ever infulted with impunity. The 
attempt, indeed, I think imprafticable, and liable to fubject the adventurer to im¬ 
minent danger. 

On the 26th, at the Fool, or Bridge of Skebo, three and a half furfungs, in an un¬ 
cultivated country. This bridge, built of brick and mortar. Hands over a final! river 
whofe name I could not learn, running to the loath ward or left, and is fordable at 

moll feafons. ... 

On the 27th, at Corian, a large village, four and a half furfungs- In this neighbour¬ 
hood, I faw fome windmills, for grinding corn; they are conftrufted on tlie fame 
principles as thofe of Europe, but inffead of canvas wings, broad leaved flags are fubfti- 
tuted. The toll gatherer at Corian affefls to oblerve a peculiar vigilance in the execu¬ 
tion of his office, which he faw occafion to exercife on me. 

Paffengers, proceeding to the weftward, ufually procure a paffport at Herat; but 
being averfe to a mode which might have led to inconvenient explanations, I did 
not apply for this document. The officer, though glad of the omiffion, held out the 
utter impoffibility of palling without the fignature of government, and argued with much 
delicacy on the crime of difobedience. But feeling fome of my money in his hand, he 
ebferved that my cafe admitted a favourable eonftruflion; that I was an Arab, and a 
pilgrim of the holy tomb of Mufchid. He would therefore relax a little, he laid, in fo 
good a caufe. To put money into thy purfe, is as neceffary in Khorafan as It was in 
Venice, with the difference, that there the more decorated the garb, the greater refpeft 
was ffiewn to the perfon, whereas in Alia, the feeurity and the comforts of life often de¬ 
pend on a wary concealment of wealth, and all its appendages. 

The complaints of Afiatic travellers againft a camel-driver, are not Ms frequent than 
thofe of marine paffengers, m our country, againft the mafter of a fliip, and oftentimes 
with the like want of juft caufe. Men under reftraint and deprived of-accuftomed 
amufements, become unreafonable in their delires, and fretful from the natural difap- 
pointment of vain willies. The crofs incidents which their lituation neceffarily produces, 
and which a degree of (kill might qualify, are often outrageoufly aferibed to their con¬ 
st du&or. 
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duftor. This preliminary, though militating agamfl myfelf, I thought but honeft to the 
exhibition of certain charges againft Ali, the kafilah dire&or. The firft ftiewa, that 
having bargained with this Mahometan, on the payment of a ftipulated fum, for a con¬ 
veyance to TurfhHh, he at the firft: halting place laid me under a contribution, on a 
pretence of the extraordinary weight of my baggage, though he well knew, that the 
equipment of a mendicant could not have been more {lender. This demand was no 
fooner adjufted, than he commenced another attack, not on my purfe, though that was 
weak, but on my fame, which was vulnerable all oven 

Ali feeing me generally addrefied by the tide of Hadji, and treated with a marked 
civility, was much mortified, and began to fap the importance I had obtained. He 
whifpered to feme of thofe with whom I afiociated, that I was no Hadji, nor evenbne of 
the true faith. They exprefled great furprize at this information, but blamed him for the 
-difclofure ; nor did they ever communicate the fiery to the other paffengers, or abate 
In their former attention. 

On the 29th at Charfoorch, feven furfungs; a ftation in an uninhabited country, and 
fuppiied with one well, whofe water was barely fufficient for the fupply of our party. 

On the 30th at Turfala, three and a half furfungs ; a flation in the defert, near a well 
of brackifh water. 

On the ifl of December at Kaufly feven furfungs, a populous, and in this country a 
large village, which maintains a moderate traffic with Herat, Mufchid, and Turfhifh. 
Markets and public fiiops being only feen in the cities and principal towns of Perfia and' 
Afghaniftan, travellers are obliged to apply for provifions to the houfekeepers, who are 
often unable to provide the required quantity# Though Kauff is a village of note, 
bread in no part of it is publicly vended, and having occafion for a three days 1 fupply, 
I advanced the required price to a Perfim, who, after keeping me in waiting till mid¬ 
night, abfeonded. Bread and the cheefe of fheep’s milk, when procurable, was my 
common fare; which, with a water beverage, gave me a vigour and ftrength equal to 
the daily fatigue I incurred. And when the inclemency of the weather is confidered, 
and how broken his reft mutt be who is carried on tile back of the rougheft paced ani¬ 
mal that moves, thruft alfo into a crib not half his fize, and ftunned by the loud cla¬ 
mours of the drivers, you mult grant that no ordinary texture of conftitution is required 
to accompany the kafilahs in northern Perfia. 

Having witnefled the robufl a&ivity of the people of this country and Afghaniftan, I 
am induced to think, that the human body may fuftain the moft laborious fervices, 
without the aid of animal food* The Afghan, whofe foie aliment is bread, curdled 
milk and water, inhabiting a climate which often produces in one day extreme heat 
and cold, {hall undergo as much fatigue, and exert as much ftrength as the porter of 
London, who copioufly feeds on flefh meat and ale ; nor is he fubjefl: to the like acute 
and obftinate diforders. It is a welt known fact, that the Arabs of the fhore of the Red 
Sea, w ho live with little exception on dates and lemons, carry burdens of fuch an extra¬ 
ordinary weight, that its fpecific mention, to an European ear, would feem romance* 

On the 3d of December at Ruee, four and a half furfungs, a populous village, where 
a fall of fnow produced a change on the face of the land, to which I had been long a 
ftranger. Halted on the 4th, on account of the inflection of fome goods which had 
been damaged by the weather. Three Perfians, with myfelf, occupied the lower part of 
a wind-mill, which our joint endeavours to defend from the cold were wholly ineffectual $ 
yet my companions feemed little affe&ed by it. They were horfemen, and having no 
.attendants, were obliged to clean their cattle, and go in fearch of forage, fuel, ambpro- 
vifions; -thefe offices they performed with alacrity, nor did they once (brink from the 
■* 4 t boifterous 
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boifterous drifts of fnow and a north wind, that, I verily believe, tnuft have fwept every 
mountain-top in Tartary. My body, which a refidence of twenty years in India, had 
greatly relaxed, and a recent fieknefs enfeebled, was open to every touch ot thole 
rude Marts, and I faw, with mortification, a North Briton fcreening hinifelf from a eh- 
mate which imparted vigour to an Afiatic. My affoeiates had been liorfemen in the fer- 
vice of Timur Shah, but difgufted at his ill payments, they had retired, and were return- 
ing to their families at Nifhabor* 

On the 5th, at Say Day, five and a half furfungs, a final! fortified village, whole adja* 
cent lands, extending m a valley, feemed to be well cultivated. 

On the 6th, at Afhkara, five furfungs, a final! fortified village. A great quantity of 
fnow fell on our arrival at this place, and the weather became ib tempeftuous that the 
kafilah could not proceed. Our party went into the fort to feek fhelter, and, after 
earned entreaties, were conducted into a fmall dark room, barely capable of defending 
us againft the florin, which had now fet in with violence. I he inhabitants, aware oi 
our diftrefs, furnifhed an abundant fupply of fuel, which became as neceflary to our 
exigence as food; but when the cold was a little qualified, we experienced an urgent 
want of provifions, not an article of which was to be procured at Afhkara* "1 his di¬ 
lemma difmayed the ftoutefl of us, and became the more alarming from the apparently 
fixed ftate of the weather. Yet fuch cordial pleafures are inherent in fociety, that, 
though pent up in a dark hovel, which afforded but a flimfy fhelter againft the mounds 
of fnow furioufly hurled againft it, our good humour with each other, and ail ample 
fupply of firing, produced cheerfulnefs and content. 

One of our aflbeiates, who had received a more than ordinary education, and had a 
tafte for poetical literature, amufed us with reading Jamis’s ftory of Joleph and Zulei- 
cha which for its feenes of wondrous pathetic adventure, and the luxuriant genius oi 
the poet is happily adapted to foften the rigours of a winter's day. Nor was our com¬ 
panion deficient in accompanying the reading with that energetic emphafts and deep 
nafal tone, which in the eaffc is thought highly ornamental to the recitation of poetry. ^ 

As our pleafures and our furrows exift largely in the Imagination, and as at this 
period my ideas did not wander beyond the circle of my refidence, I felt comforts in my 
prefent iituation, equal, perhaps, to the enjoyments of the moft refined focieties. How 
often, in the fervour of my heart, have I prayed for the fortitude which is faid. to have, 
actuated the ftoic fchool, that I might fhaekle, or at ieaft qualify the paffions that are 
continually precipitating us into dependence and embarraflments, and eftablifn within 
myfelf a refource for condufting all the operations of life. But the wifii was futile, 
nor would the gratification of it accord with the oeconomy of human nature. 

The inhabitants of Afhkara were now bufily employed in commemorating the 
death of Hufleyn, the fecond fon of Ali, who was flam at Karibullab, in the vicinity of 
Bagdat, where a monument has been erected to his memory, and whither the Schiahs 
numeroufly refort, in the firfl ten days of the Mahometan month Moliurrum f, to oft ei 
up their prayers. Huflin, the elder brother, was poi toned by fome female machina¬ 
tions 5 but the celebration of this event, which is noticed at a different period- ol the 
year, does not produce that tumultuous lamentation, and often dangerous efte£ts r which 
accompany the memory of Hufleyn's fate. 

A pilgrimage to the tomb of Hufleyn, confers the title of Karribullahee ; which- 
claifes next after the Hadji, and before a Mufchidee, an appellation given to tliofe who 

* The Patriarch of ./Egypt. Znlcicha is the name given by the Arabians to the wife of Potiphar. i 

t The Mahometan months being lunar, the fealb obferved in Ram far a ad Mob ur rum are moveable. 
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vifit the ferine of Mufchid. The pilgrims of Karrifcmllah make grievous complaints of 
the mfults and oppreffioa of the Turks, Yet it would feeru that perfecurion inflames 
and invigorates their fenfe of this religious duty, fo that it is merely rated by the extent 
of difficulty and danger it occurs \ for I have known a Schiah travel from the banks of 
the Ganges, to proflrate himfelf at Huffeyn^s tomb, amidft the feoffs and rigour of the 
Turks. To prevent the Afghans from throwing a ridicule on their obfervance of the 
Mohurrum ceremony, which happened during our halt at Aflikara, the Perfians (hut the 
gate of the fort, and commemorated the day by beating their breafts, and chaunting, in 
a mournful tone, the praifes of Huffeyn. 

In India, though the proportion of the feft of Ali isfmall, and HufTeyn only known 
but by his name, this occafion never fails to excite extravagant tokens of grief and 
enthufiafm j and it often happens, that the mafquerade mourners, impelled by a violent 
agitation of their minds and bodies, and heated alfo by intoxication, commit defperate 
outrages : but the fact is, that ail the natives of India, Hindoos and Mahometans, are 
wouderoufly attracted by public exhibitions, and thofe of the mod glaring kind. 
Though any external commemoration of Hufleyn's death is repugnant to the doftrine 
of the Soonis, thofe of India cannot refill fo alluring an offer of gratifying their love of 
feow and noife. Many of the Hindoos, alfo, in compliance with this propeniity, and 
the ufage of their Mahometan mailers, contribute largely to augment the Mohurrum 
proceffions. I have heard Mr. Schwartz, the Chriflian miffionary on the eoafl of Coro¬ 
mandel, as pious a priefl as ever preached the gofpel, and as good a man as ever adorned 
focieiy, complain that many of his Indian profelytes, difgufted at his church’s want of 
glitter and buftle, take an early opportunity of going over to the Popife communion, 
where they are congenially gratified by the painted feenery, by relics, charms, and the 
blaze of fire-works. From Schiahs and Soonis, Proteftants and Roman Catholics, I 
am forcibly brought to the bufinefs of the day. It is the roguery of a camel-driver, 
on whom, fliould you ever travel in Perfia, never put your faith* Ali now gravely 
informed me, that he meant to proceed, on the next day, towards Niffiabor, but that 
he would provide a conveyance for me to Turfffffh on an ass. It was in vain to talk of 
engagements, the injuftice of forfeiting them, or the funi I had advanced ; and had not 
one of my affociates pleaded my caufe with a fpirit that intimidated him, Ali would have 
laughed at my plea. 

On the 10th, the florin having abated, the kafilah moved before day-break, and 
arrived in the evening at Hoondeabad, fix and a half furfungs, a final! village, fituatein 
a well-cultivated plain, watered by many rivulets. Ali^rtith an iU grace, procured for 
me one fide of a camel, the other being poifed by a bag of rice, consigned to the mar¬ 
ket of Turfhifh ; my companions, who had continued to treat me with much kindndfs, 
proceeded from this flat ion to Nilhabor, which lies about feventy miles to the north-well 
of Hoondeabad. 

The divjfibn of Khorafan, which has been annexed to the Afghan empire, feems to 
be wholly intrufled to the management of Perfians, who, though a conquered people, 
live in the enjoyment of every right, civil or religious, which could have been granted 
to them under their own princes. We met a party this day returning from the army, 
which Timur Shah had fent to befiege Mufchid. This city, on which depends a fimll 
tea# of territory, is governed by Shah Rock, a grandfon of Nadir Shah, and, I believe, 
the only branch of that Prince's family now in exiftcnce. 

Shi.h Rock is the offspring of Mirza Kuli, the eld eft fen of Nadir Shah, by a daughter 
of the Sultan Huffeyn, who was driven from the throne of Perfia by Mahmoud the 

Afghan. 
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Afghan# After Nadir’s death % the empire fell to the poffdlion of AH, his nephew, 
who cat off all the descendants of Nadir, except Shah Rock, then a youth, whom he 
intended to raife nominally to the throne, Ihould the Perlians fliew any ftrenuous oppo- 
fition to his government; but being, in a ihort time after his acceffion, encountered by 
his brother, who, by liberal donations, had collected a ft rang force, Ali wits defeated 
and taker prifoner in the field- Ibrahim, though at the head of a numerous army, and 
poffefiing the fouthem provinces of the empire, faw the impradticability of attaining the 
dominion of Perfia, whilft Shah Rock, who was much beloved in Khorafan, held the 
city of Mufchid, where a large portion of the treafures of Nadir were depofited* 

That he might the better fucceed in His defign of feizing the perfon of Shah Rock, 
his only rival, he declared this Prince, by a lineal defcent from Nadir and the race of 
Soft, to be the rightful heir of the kingdom, and by public deputation invited him to 
Ifpahan, that he might there be inverted with the diadem of his anceftors. The adhe¬ 
rents of Shah Rock, averfe from entruftmg him to fo powerful and fufpicious a charge, 
made an advantageous ufe of Ibrahim’s profeilions, by inftailing, with the neceffary 
ceremonials, the young Prince at Mufchid, Ibrahim, baffled in the defign of drawing 
Shah Rock to Ifpahan, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King, and proceeded to reduce 
the chiefs of Khorafan : but fquandermg his treafures by an indiscriminate profufion, 
and having difgufted his troops by an injudicious choice of officers, he was betrayed by 
them, and, together with Ali, then his prifoner, delivered to the miniflersof Shah Rock, 
who put the brothers to death* 

About this period appeared, it is faid, a defcendant of the ancient Soft family, who 
had efcaped the maffacre of the times, and improving to his purpofes the diftraftion of 
the kingdom and the minority of a young Prince, he fuborned, by a largefs, and ex- 
tenfive promifes, a party in the court of Mufchid ; and having procured, at a fecret 
hour, admittance into the palace of Mufchid, he feized the perfon of Shah Rock, and 
deprived him of fight# This act was foon punilhed by the death of the perpetrator j 
but Shah Rock, cut off by this calamity from the hope of empire, was contented to 
remain at Mufchid, in the pofTeffion of a very limited revenue. 

He has two fons, Nadir Mirza, and Wulli Neamut, who are waging againfl each other 
an inveterate predatory war. Wulli Neamut being driven from the city, has collected 
a body of cavalry, which, in Khorafan, are ever ready to rove in queft of plunder, and 
are at this time levying a general contribution on every village, karavan, and traveller, 
within his power or reach, not fparing even the pilgrims. After an ineffectual effort 
to enter the city, he folicited the affiftance of Timur Shah, who fent a fmall army to 
join him, and befiege Mufchid ; but their knowledge of artillery is fo limited, that the 
Afghans, after the campaign of a year, have only been enabled to ftraiten the fupplies 
of the befieged. 

When the extenfive conquefts of the Afghans in Perfia are confidered, the fpacious 
empire which they have fo recently founded, and their general reputation for military 
prowefs, I felt a fenfible difappointment at feeing their armies, compofed of a tumultuous 
body, without order or common difeipline* It is feen, however, that they were good 
foldiers under Ahmed Shah, who, himfelf a Prince of confpicuous military talent and a 
diTeeming patron of merit, was empowered to give his troops that force which they 
conftitutionally potlefs. Yet even under this famed leader, the Afghans, impetuous 
and haughty, from the form of their government, tvere never an obedient foldiery ; 
and the Tevere encounters which Ahmed Shah experienced from the Sicques, when he 

# Nadir Shah wafc aiTaffinated at the the ageef fixty years, near Mufchid, in the month of June *747* 
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ultimately evacuated the Punjab, are attributed to the defertlon of his troops, who, 
already enriched by the plunder of India, retired in large bodies to their own country/ 

Though far fliort of the opinion I had formed of it, the Afghan army is much fope- 
rior to that of Perfia. at the prefent day, who long deprived of a monarch, and fob- 
jefted either to a foreign yoke or the precarious authority of petty chieftains, have loft 
with their patriotifin the fpirit of enterprize. It appears that the Perfians have been 
ever ill acquainted with the ufe of fire-arms, and that their grand fucceffes were obtained 
by the formidable onfet of their cavalry. Little other proof, indeed, is required of their 
want of fkill, than a review of Nadir’s long fiege of Bagdad, which, though a fortifica¬ 
tion of mean tenability, baffled all his efforts. The match-lock-piece is the common 
weapon of a Perfian foot foldier, except in the province of Auderbeijan, and in fome 
parts of Shirvan and Dhaghiftan, where the ufe of the fpring-lock mufket has been 
adopted from the Turks j but the ridicule which has been thrown on this practice by 
the body of the people, will probably long prevent its general introduaion. The 
feverity of the winter feafon has now obliged the Afghan army to retire into quarters 
and afforded a temporary relief to the inhabitants of Mufchid, who began to feel a want 
of provifions. 

The young chief of this city, in defiance of the reprefen tations of his clergy has 
coined into current fpecie fuch of thofe ornaments with which the oftentatious zeal of the 
Schiahs had for two centuries been decorating the tomb of Mooza Reza, as had been 
preferyed from former depredations. Even Nadir, the avowed foe of priefthood, made 
his offering at the forme of Mufchid. But his defendant, fearing the whole fabric 
would fall into the unhallowed hands of his enemies, has wifely facrificed a part to 
prevent a total definition. Yet his efforts will probably be fruitlefs ; for if the Af¬ 
ghans return to the fiege, they will derive a confiderable aid from the low ftate of the 
Mufchidtreafury, which I am informed is nearly confumed. While thepriefts inveigh 
with fufficient acrimony againft the facrilegious feizure of Nadir Mirza, there is no 
limit to their invefhves agamft his brother, on whom they deprecate the fevereft divine 
vengeance, for calling in the inveterate foes of their religion, to the definition of the 
only facred city left in the poffeffion of the fet of AH. 

. °“ the * Ith at Fidgeroot, a final! fort, three and a half forfungs, fituated in a cul¬ 
tivated and generally a plain country, in whofe vicinity are feen many fortified villages 

° n , * e I2th L at . »°chabad, four and a half forfungs, a populous open village, pro. 
teaed by an adjommg fort, and diftinguifhed by a manufadure of raw filk* The dif. 
tacts of Dochabad form the weftern boundary of the dominion of Timur Shah, which 
m a direction fromjfolhmire to this place occupy, by agrofs computation, a fpace 
o -- - Britilh miles. Were this fpacious extent of territory governed by 

as vigorous and enteiynfmg a Prince, as it is peopled by a brave and hardy race of men, 
he entile conqueft of Perfia would not be of difficult attainment. But Timur Shah 
inherits no portion of his father’s genius, and his power is feldom feen or felt, except 
fome objeft of wealth, and of fafe accomplifhment, be held out to his avarice. The 
exiftence of the Emperor is then felt, and, for the day, dreaded. Here I am checked 
f ^ car that thefe opinions may be thought prefumptuous and dogmatical and that 
°P po f unitl f of acquiring information, I have decided with an unwarrant¬ 
able peremptonnefs on the character of a Prince, in whofe country I have been buTa 
mere fojourner. I have only to urge, that the language which I hale held, is prevail 
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in the coun try, and its truth ftrongly marked in all the operations of government, 
which come before the public eye. 

On the 13th at Koot, fix furfungs, a village dependent on the chief of Turffiifh* 
From the vicinity of Dochabad, a wafte extends to this place, on which is neither an 
inhabitant, or the leaft token of vegetation; and it ihould feem that nature had 
interpofed this barren fand to preclude the affaults of war, and even di[courage a 
difpofition to focial intercourfe* To the north, extends a lofty chain of mountains 
covered with fnow *, and the other quarters fhew a traff of fand, thinly marked with 
craggy hills. 

The proprietor of the camel on which I rode, had carried me to Root, his place 
of refidence, fearing to carry his wares, principally compofed of rice, to the town of 
Turfliifti, lead the chief fhould take it at an arbitrary price. He told me that his 
cattle were not deftined for that place, whither I might purfue my way in the bed 
manner I liked, except on his camel. The fort of Tur/hifh being at no greater 
diftance than two miles, I would have proceeded without hefitation, could I have 
carried my baggage, which, though of little value, was too heavy a load for me* 
After much intreaty it was tranfported, at my charge, on the back of an afs t, to the 
karavanfera at Tur/hifh , there I found every apartment occupied \ but the application 
of a final! piece of money to the gate-keeper, who regulates the diflribution or quarters, 
introduced me to a lodging, occupied by only one perfon. The ftranger acceded me 
with evident tokens of joy, obferving, that the folitary life he had paffed at Turfhifh, 
was very tirefome to him, and that he expefted a cordial relief from ray company. 
This reception was happily adapted to my purpofe, and promifed my Mahometan 
charafter a fair imroduftion. It was agreed that a joint board fhould be kept, that 
my affociate, yet weak from a late ficknefs, fhould prepare the victuals, and that I 
fhould fumifh the water, and a laborious duty it was, there being no good water at a 
nearer diftance than a mile. 

Here I mult inform you, that this was by no means a degrading duty, and is 
performed by travellers of a rank much fuperior to that I held, and alfo that few 
travellers in this country, of whatever condition, exhibit any appearance of wealth, 
fearing the opprefTions of government, and the licentious exa&ions of the toll-gatherers. 
Even men of opulence do not carry a fervant, 

Previoufly to the commencement of a journey, forieties are formed at a place of 
rendezvous, where the different offices are allotted to each ; the moft robuft generally 
provide the water; feme are employed in the kitchen, while others go in queft of 
provifions and provender for the cattle. Should no prior opportunity have offered to 
fix fuch a fcheme, it is adj Lifted on the firft halting day, and preferved on a cordial 
footing throughout the journey. It is not to be inferred that certain attentions are not 
alfo (hewn to the men of rank, who attach themfelves to thefe parties. When known, 
and they are foon diftlnguifhed, they become, by common confent, exempt from the 
more laborious occupations, and all aged perfons are invariably treated with a rcfpe&ful 
indulgence. My prefent companion, whofe name I never knew or afked, was overcaft 
with a fixed melancholy referve : nor, could I extract from him other information, 
than that he had lafl come from Afterabad. But he ftudioufly avoided giving me any 

♦ A road leads over thefe mountains to Mufchid, which is fa id to be one hundred miles north-weft from 
Tur/hifh, and about thirty miles to the northward of Niffiabor. 

f The Periiaii afles are of a ftrong make, and much ufed by dealers in fmall and ordinary wares. I 
have feen the conveyance of large parties, confining of thofc animals, which appear to be more a&ive, and 
endure more fatigue than thofe of England. 
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intelligence of the affairs of that province, efpecially of the Ruffian trade there, which 
1 much deffred to know, and of which he muff be informed ; and though he feemed 
to like my company, or perhaps my affiftance, he foon became to me an unpleafant 
colleague. In a few days, his departure to Herat left me foie tenant of a dark folitary 
lodging, with the advantage, and with the privilege of being unrefervedly admitted 
into the fociety of the karavanfera, as a pure Mahometan. 

In the courfe of vacancies, I got pofl’effion of a more commodious apartment, in 
the corner of which I found, at firft entrance, a decent looking old man finoking his 
pipe. On enquiry it appeared, that he was then wholly at large ; but that his ufuai 
fubfiftence arofe from vending certain fpells, which were powerfully efficacious in 
conferring every fpecies of worldly happinefs, and confequently in the preclufion of 
all evil. Yet he was willing to fhut up his book, he faid, ffiould any other profpeft 
of maintenance be held out. This being the perfon I was in learch of, I made him 
a cordial tender of my affiftance, and invited him to a participation of my fare. The 
offer came to him, poor man, at a convenient feafon. It was now the depth of winter, 
and he honeftly confefled to me, that his charms had fo bad a run at Turlhilh, that 
even a fcanty meal was earned with difficulty. 

The mollah, which was the title he had derived from his profeffional Ikill, with a 
natural good temper, had acquired an accommodating difpofition; he was all things 
to all men; and he found a full exercife of thofe qualities during our aflociation. 
The little regularity I obferved in our doineftic fyftem, efpecially in the hours of eating, 
was fubject of frequent complaint to the mollah, who applied to the bufmefs of the 
kitchen, in which he had attained an eminent proficiency, with an aftive attention ; 
nor was Sancho more attached to its produce; and he alfo reprehended my difregard 
to thofe difiles which he moft favoured. His cenfure generally conveyed an ejaculation 
of furprize, at the neglect of a concern the moft important to man, or at my bad 
tafte, which he alledged, mult have been vitiated in the courfe of my journeying through 
barbarous countries. 

Having enjoyed during my acquaintance with this mollah fo many conveniencfes, 
and fo plealing a quiet of mind, I often review the fcene with fenfible emotions of 
pleafure. For my ftrength, as well as my fpirits, had been much exhaufted by the 
fatigues of the read, and various inoleftations neceftarily incident to a traveller of my 
defcription.. The cold being intenfe, and the country covered with fnow, it became 
t expedient, in the firfl inftance, to lay in a flock of fuel, which is a dear commodity 
‘ at Turffufh, that we might, at leaft, communicate an external heat to our bodies } 
for our creed precluded any interior cordial, nor durft we even mention its name. 
But we were moderately recreated by a whofefome diet, large fires, a clean hearth, 
with plenty of Perfian tobacco, which is of a moft excellent kind *. When I have 
contemplated the progrefs of my affociate in his culinary occupation, in mixing with 
care and earneftnefs the ingredients of a hodge-podge, ftirring it vigoroufly with a 
large wooden fpoon, blowing and arranging the fire, till his eyes were red, I have 
been prompted to compare him to a Pruffian ferjeant, immerfed in the fury and 
enthnfiafm of drilling a fquad of recruits, and cudgelling into their bodies all the ability 
of their brains. Nor could one of our minute virtuofos have been more inflated with 
pnde at the difcoyery of a new fpecies of fnail, than the mollah, in demonftratinv the 
qualities of fome favourite difh. 0 
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The excellent fervices of my companion now left me at liberty to walk about the 
town, collefl information, and frequent the public baths. In the evening we were 
always at home, when the tnollah, at the conclufion of our meal, either read a dory 
j Yufuff aud Zuleicha, which he did but lamely, or opening his book of fpells, he 
would expound the virtues of his noftrums, which embraced lb wide a compafs, that 
few difeales of the mind or body could refill their force. They extended from recalling 
to the paths of virtue, the Heps of a frail wife, and filencing the tongue of a fcolding 
one, to curing chilblains and dedroying worms. His praSice, he told me, had been 
more extenfive than profitable, being chiefly employed by the lower dalles of people ; 
the rich rarely fought his aid. He was meditating, he faid, which l had now obviated, 
a journey to Mufchid, where he would have been enabled to pafs the winter, a 
feafon always of anxious care to him ; as for the fummer he never bellowed a thought 

""rhe duty of religion fat rather loofely on the mollah, for out of the five daily 
prayers *, he ufually ftruck oflF four, and on many days the omiffion was total. 
But obferving that I was yet more relaxed, he would gravely cenfure my negligence ; 
not that 1 was degraded in his opinion, but it was neceffary, he faid, to maintain a 
decorum of manners, that the people of the karavanfera might not make unfavourable 
remarks. Thefpiritand tendency of the mullah’s obfervation, when impartially confidered, 
difclofesthe grand tenure by which the religion of Mahomet is at this day held. It is 
on the daily recital of five prayers +, walhing as often, and a reflriaion from a certain 
food, that the Mahometan builds his hope of Paradife. And the reputation of fuch 
a perfon, in Perfia, is equal to that of our men of virtue, honour, and humanity. 
Even to that of our man of falhion. 

On the other fide, he that lhall neglefl thefe ceremonies, though he may execute, 
to an ample extent, the duties of a good citizen, is bianded with the geneiai mark 
of contumely 5 and lhould his condition of life not be diffidently eminent to command 
refpefl, he is cnt off from many of the benefits of fociety. That I may point out to 
you more efpecially the opinion' of a Mahometan on the effential efficacy of forms, I 
am induced to relate an obfervation of the mollah. In fpeaking of an Afghan, who 
had himfelf accefs to the karavanfera by an agreeable and friendly difpofition, he faid, 
that he willingly fubfcribed to the compafs of his moral merits, but wasforry to fee them 
vitiated by offering up his prayers with folded hands. Does it not aftoniffi you, that! 
the mind of a creature fo exquifitely formed by the great Lord of nature, lhould have 
become fo ftrongly fettered by the (hackles of prejudice, lhould have formed ideas lb 
derogatory of his infinite benevolence, as to be fearful of approaching his altar but in 

certain pofitions and fiedions of the body ? , 

Travelling once with fome Perfians on a fultry day, and over an ill-watered country, 
the party unexpeftedly approached a fmall Ilream, where, haftily difmounting, l 
drank a cup of water with 'avidity, one of the Perfians who flood near me, cried out 
in an earned tone, while I was finiffiing the draught, to referve a little in the bottom 
of the veffel, and throw it on the ground with an execration on the memory of 

* The firft, a fhort one. is faid before the break of day; the fecond on the earlieft appearance of fight, 
a period ufually denominated the Wokt Nemaz, or time of prayer; the third about two hours before fun- 
fet; the fourth at the clofe of the evening, this is alfo termed the Wokt Nemazj and the kith in the 
courfe of the night. The fecond and fourth prayers are moll regularly obferved. 

+ I have feen grave long bearded Mahometans, retire a few fteps from the exhibition of alarcmous dance, 
and in the fame apartment kneel to their prayers, which haftily muttering, they returned to the 
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Yezid *. On feeing that not a drop remained, he viewed me with evident marks of 
deteftation, and pronounced me a kaufir. But Perfia has long loft her men of 
genius and philanthropy. The day of Ferdoufi, Sadi* and Hafiz, is fet in barbarous 
darknefs ; and little eife is now written or Hftencd to, except the legends of pridls, 
or the chimerical exploits of the twelve Imamus, which nearly quadrate in ftyle and 
matter with our renowned nurfery htftories of Toni Thumb, or Jack the Giant-killer ; 
though with a more pernicious effedt; for the Perfian writings ftrongly tend to eternife 
among ft them a rancorous hatred to all thofe of a different creed. 

It is recorded that the cotemporaries of Hafiz were fo much offended at his bold 
difquifitions on the religion of the Koran, and witty ftridures on the loofe conduct of 
the clergy, that at his death they hefitated to perform the ufual obfequies. Yet the lat¬ 
ter Perfians have not only acquitted Hafiz of any charge of irreligion, though almoft 
every page of the poet refutes the pofition, but they affert, that under the cloak of 
his fportive, pleafurable exhortations, he defcribes the excellency of their faith, and 
the future happinefs of pious Mahometans. 

While the mollah and I were enjoying the comforts of a commodious apartment, 
andfavoury meffes, made in rotation, of beef, mutton, and camels fleffi, on a hidden, 
every room of the karavanfera was tumultuoufly filled by a large body of pilgrims f from 
the Oirine of Mufchid. What an exuberance of zeal muff have animated thefe de¬ 
votees! which neither fo diftant and perilous a journey could deter, or the inclement 
feafon of the year cool. The prefent winter was accounted more rigorous than had 
been for fome years remembered, particularly in the quarter of Mufchid and Nifhabor, 
where two of thefe pilgrims had perifhed in thefnow, and others had loft their limbs by 
the feverity of the froft. 

In that band, which ruffled into our apartment, was a per font who feemed to take 
the avowed lead; he was better equipped than his affociates, and wore on his head the 
infignia ofahadji § ; a pilgrim, who fupplied the place of a fervant, began to reconnoitre 
the room, and as foon as he noticed its filiation, he diflodged, without ceremony, and 
with much facility, from one of its corners, the very portable chatties of our poor 
mollah; and in the voice of authority, declared the place affigned to the ufe of the 
hadji, whom he reprefented to be of fuperior rank and importance. 

The hadji took his feat with a folemn air, and looking haughtily round he threw his 
eyes on me, and immediately alked, or rather demanded my name and bufmefs* The 
queftion was conveyed in a manner which fully evinced the power of the interrogator; 
indeed 1 quickly faw, from the party's deference to him, the neceffity of obferving a 
refpeftfiil conduct to this fuperb Mahometan. I told him that I was an Arab, travel¬ 
ling to Mufchid; but judge of my confufion, when the hadji began to fpeak in my 
fnppofed language. Endeavouring to fupprefs my embarraffraent at fo complete a eon- 
viflion of falfity, 1 obferved, that I had affumed the name of an Arab, for the pur- 
pole of travelling with more fafety; but that I was a native of Kafhmire, proceeding 
on a mercantile concern to Mazanderan. Such ftories, which in the call may be 
deferibed by the fmoother term, fifflulation, are in common ufe among Afiatic travel¬ 
lers; and unlefs other teflimony corroborates their relations, little credit is given, nor 
is much expefted. It is fufficient that their true ftory remains concealed. 

The chief who Hew HufTeyn the foil of Ali. 

t Tt.ey were chiefly inhabitants of Tabrid, the ancient Taurus, I believe, a town in the province 

Anderbeij&Eu 

§ lu i erlia it is a ftrip of cloth, commonly green, rolled on the edge of the cap, 
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This emendation of my account produced no apparent furprize, nor any further 
interrogation; and from the mode of the hadji’s behaviour, it was evident that I had 
not fuffered in his opinion. The laft year of my life had been occupied in an invaried 
fcene of difguife, with a language wholly fabricated to preferve it; fo that, God 
forgive me, I never wanted a ready tale for current ufe. I have now only to hope, 
that when it may be no longer expedient to fupport the part hitherto fo fuccefsfully 
maintained, I lhall be enabled to throw off the cloak with all its garniture for ever. 
The hadji was a refident of Balfrofh, the principal town of Mazanderan, where he 
maintained a confiderable traffic; he had joined the Tabrez pilgrims at Mufchid, and 
was now on the way back to his own province. The occafion of accompanying this 
party was not to be Foregone; as few roads are of more dangerous paffage, than that 
from Turfhifh to the Cafpian fea, and consequently not much frequented. The hadji, 
to whom I applied for a paffage to Balfrofli, affeCled to lay various obftacles in my 
way, and feeing my anxiety to proceed, he made his bargain conformably, that is, he 
flipulated for a double amount of the ufual hire. 

The territory of Turfhifh, which takes in about - miles from eaft to weft, 

and nearly half that fpace in latitudinal direftion, is held by AbeduIIah, an independent 
Perfian chief; he feems to be forty years of age, has a refpeftable appearance, and 
affumes that air of gravity which ftrongly pervades the manners of the high claffes of 
Mahometans. His adminiftration is well liked by the people, who feem to a£t and 
fpeak very much at their eafe. Paffengers are never interrogated, nor is a paffport 
required. 

Adjoining to old Turfhifh, called alfo Sultanabad, which is of fmall compafs, and 
furrounded with a wall, AbeduIIah has built a new town, in an angle of which flands 
the karavanfera, the only one I have feen in Perfia, which is not interiorly fupplied 
with water. The chief and his officers refide in the new quarter, where is alfo held 
the marker, which the inhabitants fay has not been fo well fupplied fince the Afghan 
troops have laid wafte the dil Iritis of Mufchid, and thereby impeded the traffic of this 
quarter of Khorafan. 

The trade of Turfhifh arifes chiefly from the import of indigo and other dyes from 
the weftward, woollen cloths and rice, which is fcantily produced in the vicinity, from 
Herat. And the chief article of export feems to be iron, wrought in thick plates. 
The fmall quantity of European cloths required at Turfhifh is brought from Mazan¬ 
deran, by the way of Shahroot, or from Ghilan, by the way of the great road of 
Yezd. About one hundred Hindoo families, from Moultan and Jeffilmere, are efta-- 
blifhed in this town, which is the extreme limit of their emigration on this fide of Per¬ 
fia ; they occupy a quarter in which no Mahometan is permitted to refide, and where 
they conducted bufinefs without moleftation or infult; and I was not a little furprized 
to fee thofe of the Bramin fe£t, diftinguifhed by the appellation of Peerzadah, a title 
which the Mahometans ufually beftow on the defendants of their prophet. Small 
companies of Hindoos are alfo fettled at Mufchid, Yezd, Kachan, Cafbin, and fome 
parts of the Cafpian fhore; and more extenfive focieties in the different towns of the 
Perfian Gulph, where they maintain a navigable commerce with the weftern coafl of 
India. 

The departure of our kafilah now drawing near, the hadji purchafed a horfe for my 
conveyance, with the money which I had advanced ; but not thinking my weight and 
baggage a fufficient burthen for the animal, by no means a robuft one, he added two 
heavy parcels of dyeing fluffs, on which 1 was to be feated. This was the moll rapa¬ 
cious Mahometan I had yet known; not fatisfied with the firfl extortion, he urged me,. 

without 
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without intermiffion, for a loan of money, even the moft trifling fum ; in other words, 
h wanted to cheat me. There are, I believe, few fuch men amongfl us as Hadji 
Mahomed. He had the reputation of being an opulent merchant, and he was con¬ 
nected with perfons of the firft rank in his country ; his deportment was grave and dig¬ 
nified ; his manners in common intercourfe were fo forcibly infinuating, that he never 
failed to pleafe, even thofe who knew and had experienced his ill qualities; he had, 
on the oftenfible fcore of devotion, made pilgrimages in Arabia, Turkey, and Perfia; he 
prayed with undeviating regularity five times in the day, befides a long roll of fuperero- 
gatory orifons. Yet this man of property and rank, of polite manners, and profeffed 
fan&ity, having in vain aimed at a larger fum, importuned me in abject language 
to lend or give him half-a-crown. But my feelings having become callous, from a 
long affociation, I fuppofe, with thofe who had none, I was enabled to withftand, with 
intrepid coolnels, the intreaties of the hadji, who feemed to take the refufal nothing 
amifs ; indeed, I imagine, he accounted me a perfon of difcretion, and converfant in 
the bufinefs of the world. 

That I might the better guard againfi: a fufpicion of the character I reprefented, 
efpecially in the mind of the hadji, who to his other acquirements united unfatiable 
Inquifitivenefs, I told him that I was a Sooni, imagining that the low eftimation in 
which this feCl is held in Perfia, would prevent further notice. The hadji did not 
approve of this character, which was rarely feen, and much abhorred in this part of 
the country; nor would it be fafe for a Sooni, he faid, to travel in the fociety of Schiah 
pilgrims, who, elevated by their late purification at Mufchid, would affurae a merit 
of inful ting and ill treating me. 

By the council of Hadji Mahomed I became a Schiah, and was received among the 
pilgrims without a fcruple. It was, believe me, with no little concern, that 1 parted 
from the mollah, who had been to me an ufeful as well as a pleafant companion ; and 
in the unreferved intercourfe which had for fome days fubfifted between us, I expe¬ 
rienced a pleafure, the more fenfible, as my fituation before had been folitary and irk- 
fome. In his dealings, I found him punctually honeft, for conceiving ail attachment 
to this harmlefs conjuror, I ufed to make enquiries at the places where he made his 
purchafes for me, but never difcovered a falfe charge. 

On the morning of the 28 th of' December, left Turfliifh, and about noon arrived 
at the village of Killeelabad, two and a half furfimgs. Our party, confifting of about 
fix or feven perfons, the Tabrez having not yet joined, halted at a finall karavanfera, 
where being plentifully fupplied with fuel by one of the villagers, to whom our hadji 
was known, we palled a cold fnowy night very comfortably. 

On the 29th, at Hadjiabad, a finall fort, three furfungs. When the chief of this 
place was informed that Hadji Mahomed was our leader, for though of a diftant pro¬ 
vince, he was well known in Khorafan, we were invited to the fort, and hofpitably 
entertained. 

This day my horfe gave many tokens of inability to fupport the heavy burthen that 
had been laid upon him. He eat little, fweated much, and often (tumbled. In one 
of his inclinations, I was thrown from my elevated feat, with a violent (hock, and re¬ 
ceived a violent contufion on the hand. Inftead of exprefling any concern at the dif- 
after, the hadji Jharply reprehended my want of (kill, and predicted ill fuccefs to my 
undertakings. 

At Hadjiabad the pomegranates are of a delicious flavour, a property indeed of 
this fruit in moll parts of Perfia. , It has a thin foft (kin, and contains a large quantity 
of juice, than which nothing, in hot weather, or after fatigue, can be more grateful. 

11 There 
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There is a fpecies of the pomegranate, in Perfia, and alfo in Afghanittan, whofe gran¬ 
ules ai*e without feed, called the Redana *; it is of a fuperior kind, and generally fcarce. 

On the 30th, at Nowblehuckum, three furfungs, a large and populous village, 
where our party was joined by the Tabrez pilgrims. From Turlhifh to this place, 
the general direction of the road lay about weft; the country is open and well culti¬ 
vated, but like the eaftern divifion of Khorafan, fcantily fupplied with wood and run¬ 
ning water. At this place, my endeavour to procure a ftock of wheat bread, to fup- 
port me during a three or four days’journey over a defart, which lay in the road, was 
wholly fruitlefs. The number of applicants for a like provifion was fo great, and 
their arguments, from the late meritorious frrvice they had performed, was fo much 
more efficacious than mine, that I was obliged to reft fatisfied with a few barley cakes. 

Being thrown, by a fort of chance, for the two laft days, into the company of a 
Ghilan feid, who had been making the pilgrimage of Mufchid, we agreed after a fliort 
preliminary, to place in a common ftock our proviftons and good offices. Man, you 
know, of all created beings, is the leaft fitted, and the leaft defirous to live alone. 
It is true, that if not funk by vice, or fafdnared by diffipation, he will occafionally fly 
from the fatigues of bufinefs, the rapid hurry of crowds, and feeking the ffiade of 
retirement, folace and exercife his intellectual faculties. But when he has breathed 
out his day of contemplation, he is often feen returning from the world he fled from, 
with a fond folicitude. It is not for me to expatiate on the pleafures and ufes of 
fociety, the fubjett has for ages fallen under the molt extenfive and erudite difcuffion ; 
nor can the pen of a journaiift give it additional luftre. I will now only obferve, that 
after a tedious fatiguing journey, it was with a high relith I fat down to a homely meal 
with the feid, whofe remarks and Angular opinions on the fubjeft of religion, never 
failed to give amufement and information. 

On the 31ft, at Durroona, feven furfungs, a fmall village, fituate near the weftern 
boundary of the territory of Abedullah; the road led, in a weftern direction, through 
a barren country. In crofting a fteep rivulet, during this day’s journey, my horfe 
precipitated me, with hadji’s bags of dye, into the middle of it, where we were dif- 
covered lying by this now enraged Mahometan. He fmote his beard until his anger 
found utterance, when he poured on me a torrent of abufe; and charging his ill- 
fortune to my fcandalous omiffion of the Hated prayers of a Muffulman, he declared 
that I fliould indemnify the lofs of his paint to the lait farthing. 

On the ill of January 1784, having travelled eight furfungs through a defart, 
which was interfperfed with low hills, and a thin Scattering wood, we halted on an 
eminence, where the fnow which covered it fupplied our water. My horfe became so 
much enfeebled, that he was unable to carry me with the other part of his load; and 
I fhould have been left on the ground, had not feme of the paffengers, who were ap¬ 
prized of the extraordinary fiim which I had paid for hire, warmly expoftulated with 
the hadji on the injuftice of his conduct. Somewhat abaffied at the remonftrance, and 
tearful, perhaps, of a more general attack on the many weak fides of his character, 
the hadji procured a horfe from a perfon who was proceeding two ftages on our road, 
and who, for a final 1 gain, confented to difinount and incur an excellive fatigue. 

The domeftic aflociate of Hadji Mahomed having feen his patron treat ine with neg- 
left and often with rudenefs, thought that he might with impunity indulge a like fpirit; 
but feeing no reafon to ftiew him the refpett which I obferved to the hadji, I was pro- 
voked this evening to give him a finart chaftifement, and in the Englilh manner; a 
Ipecies of attack as novel to him as it was efficacious,and which furprized the pilgrims, 

* Th : .s w-ovd fo the Perfic, fignifie® without feed. 
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who bellowed on me a general nppJaufe. In this occurrence you will perceive the 
effential advantages of my Mahometan character: for s in my real one, no affront* 
however infolent or opprobrious, could have warranted any active refentment; the 
only refource would have been a filent patience \ it is, indeed, often neceffary to 
affuage the offenders wrath, to avert a further outrage. The penalty that w r ould pro* 
bably be infiifted on a Chriftian hardy enough to lift his hand, in this part of Perfia, 
againft a Mahometan, would be a heavy fine, or fevere corporeal punifhment. 

The Armenians, who vifit moft of the quarters of weftern Afia, are feldom feen on 
this road, dreading equally the inimical difpofition and inveterate prejudices of the in¬ 
habitants to all thole of a different faith, and the moufflons of the Turkoman Tartars, 

On the 2d, at Towrone, five furfungs, a fmall fortified village, fituate in the diftrifts 
of Il’mael Khan, an independent chief, who alfo claims the defert, extending from 
Deronne to this place: nor is it probable that the property wall ever be difputed. 
Many travellers, it is laid, have perifhed in this track, from the intenfe heats, and a 
fcarcity of water, which, in the courfe of the firft ftage, is procured but in one fpot, 
by digging fmall wells. 

We learned that a party of fifty Turkoman horfe had yeflerday paffed under the 
walls of Towrone, in the way to their own country. Thefe fierce free-booters, who 
wage a common war on the Perfians, enflave as well as plunder thofe who fall into 
their hands. To prevent an efeape, the captives are fent into the interior parts of the 
country, where they are employed in tending the numerous droves of cattle and horfes 
with which Tartary abounds. They are alfo occafionally fold to the Kalmucks, the 
moft rude and favage of all the Tartar race *. Aflavery with thefe is fpoken of with 
horror, and accounted worfe than death. The Turkomans of this day are a tribe of 
no important note \ and their military operations are directed chiefly to the attack of 
karavans and defencelefs villages. They are no longer that great and powerful people 
which produced a Zinjis and a Timur, the conquerors of Afia, whofe pofterity were 
feen in this country, feated on the moft fplendid throne of the world. It is now re¬ 
ceived as a general pofition of hiftory, that thofe immenfe bodies of foldiers which 
fpread over and ultimately fubdued the dominion of Rome, under the names of Goths 
and Vandals, were the Tartars of Bochara, Kheiva, and the fhores of the Cafpian. 
The prefent chief of the Turkoman tribe refides at Bochara, where he keeps a mo* 
derate court, and exercifesa very limited power. The Tartars of the more eaflem re* 
gions, the modem conquerors of China, who may be ranged under the common de¬ 
signation of Kalmucks and Monguls, are divided into various roving herds, and would 
feem to be no longer a caufe of dread to the fouthem nations of Afia.. 

* One of tbe names of a native of Tartary, in the language of his country, is Tatter, and Tattaue. 
Having often indulged a curiofity in fe arching for the etymology of Afiatic names, which, though not 
tending to the devdopement of any important fads, may reflect fubordinate lights* I have been induced 
to infert them in this place. 

The term Ferung, or Ferringhee, a name commonly applied at thikday among moft of,the nations of 
Afia, except the CUinefe, feems to be derived from Frank, an appellation by which the Crufade Chriftiana 
were indiferiminately deferibed by the inhabitants of Alia Minor. 

Saracen, one of the names formerly given to the people of Arabia, may, on a ground fair enough, be 
deduced from Sahara, which, in the Arabic, fignifies a defart, and may, with equal propriety, be given 
to the inhabitant of a barren region, as the term Highlander, among us, to the relident of a mountainous 
country ; and 1 am the more induced to adopt the probable truth of this derivation, as it was pointed out 
to me by the moft accurate fcholar (the prefent Archbifhop of York) of our country. 

The Mahometan fubje&sof the Ottoman empire are known in Europe by the common name ofTurks, 
which immediately accords with one of the grand defoliations ufed by the Tartars, who \vreded that region 
from the Arabian khaliphat^ and a caufe of a fimilar nature has probably induced many of the Hindoo 
traders to apply the fame denomination to the Mahometan s o£ India. 
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Preparing this morning to proceed, I could neither find the horfe I had ridden yes¬ 
terday, nor its mailer, who it appeared had proceeded alone, an hour before the 
departure of the party. The road being covered with a deep fnow, it was with great 
fatigue and exertion I could overtake the deferter, who frankly laid, that he was ap- 
preheniive of not being paid by the hadji, but, that if I would anlwer for the payment 
of the hire, I might immediately mount his iteed. The adjuflment being fpeedily made, 
I rode on to Towrone; from whence I lent back this lame perfon, oil whom money had 
irrefirtible force, to bring the hadji’s tired horfe, which, I learned Irom foine of the 
paflengers, was Scarcely able to crawl. Fearful of being altogether abandoned by 
Hadji Mahomed, 1 found it neceffary to Speak to hint in unreferved language, which was 
ftrongly Supported by a Perfian merchant, whofe notice I had acquired, and, after much 
oppofition, became fuccefsful. 

On the 3d, the kafilah halted in a defert, eight furfungs, at a Small Stream, the only 
water Seen in the courfe of this day’s journey; the Ghilan feid and I had filled our 
bottle for mutual uSe, and the bread, cheefe, and onions, which Supplied our evening 
meal, giving me a violent thirft, I made frequent applications to our water flock, d he 
feid, feeing that 1 had taken more than a jufl portion, required that the refidue fhould 
be referved for his ceremonial ablutions. 

While the feid retired to pray, I went in fearch of fuel, and returning firft to our 
quarter, I hafiily drank off the remaining water, and again betook myfelf to wood-cut- 
ting, that I might not be difcovered near the empty veflel by my affociate, who had 
naturally an irafcible temper. When I fuppofed he had returned from his prayer, I 
brought in a large load of wood, which I threw on the ground with an air of great 
fatigue, and of having done a meritorious Service. “ Aye,” fays he, “ while I, like 
a true believer, have been performing my duty to God, and you toiling to procure us 
firing for this cold night, fome hardened kaurir, who f wifli may never drink again 
in this world, has plundered the pittance of water which was let apart for my ablutions.” 
He made Uriel fearch among our neighbours for the perpetrator of this robbery, as he 
termed it; but receiving no latisfaclory information, he deliberately delivered him or 
them to the charge of every devil in the infernal catalogue, and went grumbling 
to deep. 

On the 4th, at Khanahoody, eight furfungs, a fortified and populous village, the re¬ 
sidence of lfmael Khan, who pofleffes a fmall independent terrtory in this quarter, dhe 
road from Towrone led in a weftem direction, through a defert track, interlperfed with 
low and bare hills. 

About three miles to the eaftward of Khanahoody, a chain of mountains, of the 
medium altitude, extends in a north and fouth direction, whofe weftem face is confi- 
dcrably higher than that to the eaftward. This branch of hills, which feem to have a 
long fcope, has eftedled a grand change in the courfe of the running waters. The 
ftreams on the weftern fide have a fouth-weft current, and flow, 1 imagine, into the 
Cafpian Sea, or into the head of the Gulf of Perfia, while thofe on the eallern fide are 
probably carried to the more fouthern ftiores of the Gulf. 

From the fummit of the Khanahoody hills, is feen, to the weft and north-weft, a wide 
extended plain, thickly covered with villages and arable lands; nor does a riling ground 
in this direction interrupt the utmoft fcope of the eye. Here I mull note, that this 
quarter of Perfia has now affumedits moll unfavourable appearance; it being the depth 
of winter, when little vegetation is feen on the ground, and not a leaf on the trees. 
This day died anoU man of our party, who had been long ailing \ and what was rather 
lingular, his death happened while he was on horfeback. 

r r 2 On 
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On the 5th, at Bearjumund, three furfungs, a populous village in the diftrifls of 
Iftnael Khan. Halted on the 6th, on account of the ficknefs of our kafilah direftor. 
Two of the pilgrims, who were carpenters, made a litter for him,, which was furniihed 
with poles like a fedan, and carried by two mules, one of which was yoked before, and 
the other behind the feat. 

On the 7th, at Nafirabad, nine furfungs, a fmall fortrefs in ruins, fituate on an emi¬ 
nence. We paffed at about midway through two uninhabited villages near each other, 
Kow and Kauff, noted places of rendezvous of the Turkoman banditti, and Handing on 
one of the grand roads from Perfia to Tartary. On approaching Nafirabad, I obferved 
numerous bones of a large fize itrewed on the ground, and which 1 learned were the 
remains of fome of the elephants of Nadir Shah, who had ordered them to be fent into the 
fouthern provinces, where the warmth of climate is better adapted to the health of thofe 
animals : but many of them died on the journey. 

Perfia, fince its empire has been rent into pieces, has fuffercd fey ere devafiations, 
and has been grievoufly depopulated. The various petty chiefs, who hold themfelves 
but the ruler of a day, are often incited to opprefs the inhabitants, and impure heavy 
faxes on the merchant; yet thefe exactions might receive fome alleviation, did the 1 
governors exert any aftive efforts in defending their diftrifls from the. depredations of 
the Tartars, who, even in parties of a hundred, are fcouring the country from Mufchid 
to the Cafp : an Sea; and in the courle of this laft year, a body of them, lefs than a. 
thoufand, had penetrated to the environs of Ifpahan. Such a£ls of unrefirained 
violence, marked with every fpecies of barbarity, will point out fome of the evils which 
have at this day overwhelmed Perfia, which muft remain funk in this inglorious obfcu- 
rity, until fome future hero fhall deftvoy the prefent pigmy race, and railing die 
ftrufture of a new empire, fhall collect its ftrength, and impart to it vigorous 
action. 

All the towns, villages, and even the final left hamlets in the northern divifion of 
Perfia, though but at the diftance of half a mile from each other, are fin-rounded with 
wails, which feem to have been erected more as a flieher againil domeftie robbery and 
private feuds, than the aflault of an enemy. In confidering the perpetual alarms, 
folicitude, and machinations, which tnuft neceffarily agitate the inhabitants of this region, 
we are at a lofs whether to confider them more as objefts of reproach for the depravity 
of their manners, or of pity, at viewing the fta te of national debafement, to which they 
have been precipitated by the declenfion of their empire. 

On the 8th, at Shahroot, alfo called Buftan, four furfungs, a fmall but populous 
town. From Nowblehuekum, the road lay about weft to Towrone, whence it had, I 
apprehend, a weft-by-north direction to Shahroot *. The horfe which I had hired 
from the hadji to carry me to Mazanderan, having died this day, I was detained on the 
road to take care of my little chattels, which mult have been loft, had not fome of my 
kafilah acquaintances each conveyed a portion, though their horfes were much jaded. 

Palling over a fertile well-watered plain, which f'urrounds, to a wide {pace, the town 
of Shahroot, I came late in the evening to the karavanfera, where I found the Ghilan 
feid in pofTeflion of an apartment, which he had taken for our joint ufe. The cold 
was here extremely intenfe, and had readied the point which the Perfians, with a 
peculiar force of expreffion, term the Zerb Zimmiftan, the ftroke of winter. The 
fnow fell thickly about us, and the piercing north wind made every creature fhrinkfrom 
its bluff; nor were there many cordials at hand to qualify thefe rigours. 

* The Tab re z pilgrims left Shahroot, about five miles to the right or weftward, and proceeded towards 
their own country by the way of Simna and Calhiu. 
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Firing is fcarcer here than in any part of Khorafan ; it is of a bad quality for fuel, and 
much of it is of a green wood. Our lodging had no aperture but the door, which the 
feid, to fcreen himfelf from the cold, kept flint j nor could my molt earneft intreaty 
obtain any opening for the difcharge of the fmoke. The only material differences 
indeed exifHfig between us, arofe from this, and another defpotic arrangement of the 
feid, which ufed to caufe fome warm debates. 

It was my bufinefs, being the more aftive member, to purchafe and bring in fuel, 
and before day-light, to procure water and a light to warm the feid, and enable him to 
perform the ablution preparatory to prayer, an omiffion of which he would have dreaded 
as the precurfor of fome dire calamity. The laid confented to kindle the fire, an office 
which I could never perform without fuffering acute pain in my eyes from the fmoke* 
Thus were our labours, on principles fair enough, mutually divided ; but when we came 
to enjoy the fruits of it, this defcendant of his prophet, wrapped in a large cloak made 
of flieep flans, would take fo unaccommodating a poll at, or rather over our finali fire, 
which was in a manner embraced by the extended ikirts of his garment, that I received 
no warmth ; and I fhould not have^known that a fire was in the room, but for a pro- 
fufion of fmoke. I never remember to have fullered fo much in convenient from the 
cold$ nor could all my wardrobe, heaped at once on my body, keep me from fhivering. 
My anger would often break out to an extreme height at the feid’s total felzure of the 
fire-place, and excited very impaflioned language : but which he never failed to allay, 
by fetting forth , that he was old and infirm, that he had foregone all his domeftic com¬ 
forts, which were many, to vifit, in the depth of winter, a diftant ftxrine, and that in 
confideration of a deed fo meritorious, and alfo of his holy defcent, it was my duty to 
affift and indulge his wants. 

My difpofition towards him, and a knowledge of molt of the fafls fet forth, made his 
arguments unanfwerable ; and in return for the furrender of the hearth, I was invited 
ro Ghilan, where he promifed to give me a wife out of his family, and fuitable provifion 
for my maintenance. Such was the ordinary refult of our bickerings, and it always tended 
to make the connexion more cordial. In my little difputes on the road, the feid gave 
me vigorous fupport, and when any particular enquiry was made about my perfon, 
which it fometimes produced, he would immediately affert that I belonged to him. I 
have been received as his fon, by thofe who only knew us en paffant ; nor did our ap¬ 
pearance diferedit the belief, for we were naturally of a fine complexion, of the fame 
fiature, with greyiih eyes. 

At Shahroot we were frequently vifited by a Mazanderan fhoemaker *, the molt 
effervefeent zealot that ever counted his beads or entered a mofque. Having thrown 
afide his tools and committed the fhop to the management of his wife, he had laid out 
the greateft portion of his property on a horfe, and a large koran, and made the grand 
tour of all the celebrated pilgrimages in Perlia. But he grievoufly lamented that the 
narrow ftate of his fortunes would not permit a vifitation at the holy tomb of his prophet, 
which only could make his death eafy, and his afliirance of heaven well founded. Ex- 
clufive of the ordained prayers, he praftifed many of a fubfidiary quality, which might 
be termed the half notes of fupplication, and thefe were inceffantly whined out with a 
deep nafal tone, and fometimes when his fpirit was violently agitated, he would dif¬ 
charge them with a bellow, as if he meant to batter down the gates of Paradife 
by ftorm. 

* The Perfian ffioenrukcr is net, as in India, of the loweft ranks of the people, but daffes among the molt 
re©utable tradefinou of his country. 
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Tins flioemaker was a little man, extremely irafcible, and though immerfed in devo¬ 
tion, he did not fliew the ftnalleft remiffion in the management of his temporal con¬ 
cerns. In an altercation with the feid, about the adjuftment of a very fvnall account, 
not more than three half-pence, a furious conteft arofe which terminated wholly in 
favour of the flioemaker, his language, which run with an obftreperous fluency, ftunned 
and greatly terrified my companion, who hearing himfelf in a breath called Chriftian, 
Jew, and .Infidel, fled from the combat with precipitancy. This faid flioemaker, by 
an ill-timed intrufion, had difcovered me taking feme money out of my purfe ; and 
immediately retiring, declared to all the people of the karavanfera, that the kaflimiry, 
my travelling name at that time, was poflefl'ed of a large treafure in gold and diamonds, 
which he “himfelf had feen. 

Such aUifcovery in a country governed even by the mo ft falutary laws, might have 
endangered my property and perfon, but in this quarter of the world, where a man’s 
throat is often cut for the fee fimpie of his cloak, it placed me in imminent peril. But the 
chain of favourable events, little flxengthened by my mvn merits, which had propitioufly 
conducted me from the banks of the Ganges, through many an unhofpitable track, {till 
continued to lead me oil fafelv. 

Having no important matter to lay before you, I inuft extend my egotifms, and in¬ 
form you that Hadji Mahomed, having now arrived in the territory of the Mazanderan 
■ chief, by whom he was favoured, threw oft all referve ; he plainly told me, that, 
inftead of looking to him for a future conveyance, I ftiould think myfelf fortunate in 
not being charged with the price of his horfe, and the damage done to his wares. 
Seeing him equally empowered as difpofed to do me an injury, I cheerfully cancelled 
my engagements with him, on the provifo of obtaining his protection during the 
journey to Mazanderan. 

Shahroot, with its independent diftriCts, including Nafirabad, pertains properly, I 
believe, to the Khorafan divifibn, though it now holds of Afterabad *, which with 
Mazanderan and Hazaan-Tirreeb is governed by Aga Mahomed Khan, one of the moft 
important chiefs now remaining in Perfia. The town of Shahroot is final I and furrounded 
in feme parts with a flight earthen wall. The houfes, from a want of wood, are built of 
unburnt bricks, and covered with a flat arch of the fame materials. 

Many people are feen in this vicinity, whofe nofes, Angers, and toes, have been 
deftroyed by the froft, which is faid to be feverer at Shahroot than any part of Perfia. 
The principal traffic of this diftrict a fifes from the export of cotton, unwrought and 
in thread, to Mazanderan; and the returns from thence are made in Ruffian bar-iron 
and fteel, a little broad-cloth, chiefly of Dutch manufacture, copper and cutlery. 
Sugar, from its high price, being rarely ufed by the lower clafs of Perfians, they have 
adapted to its purpofes a fyrup called Sheerah, made of the infpiflated juice of grapes ; 
but it leemed to be of an irritating and inflammable quality ; and moft of them mix with 
their food the exprefled juice of the four pomegranate, which makes a high flavoured 
and falubrious acid. 

On the lyth of January I joined a cotton kafilah, and proceeded to Dheyf Mollah, 
a finali walled village, four furfungs. The horfe which I had hired at Shahroot was 
ftrong and well paced, and proinifed to be a very valuable acquifition, as a great part of 
•the Mazanderan road lies over a mountainous country, covered with forefts, and inter- 
feCted by rapid ftreams. 

* Shahroot lies about one hundred mifes to the eaftward of the town of Afterabad. 

■ Dhey m the Perfic, ligniftes a village. 
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At Dheh Mollah, the feid and I were entertained with cordial hofpitality; a benefit 
wholly afcribed to the inherent and contingent virtues of my companion, who from 
defcent, as well as his late arduous pilgrimage, had a two-fold claim on the benevolence 
of his countrymen. I fhould be deficient indeed in ordinary gratitude, did I not feel 
the kind offices of this feid, who fmoothed the many inconveniences which often croffed 
my way, and procured for me accommodations not attainable by common travellers. 
The fruits of this village, fome of which were yet freffi, are in great estimation, parti¬ 
cularly the pomegranate, which is not inferior to that of Hadjiabad. 1 his quarter of 
Perfia produces a variety of vegetables, as cabbages, carrots, peas, and turnips; the lat¬ 
ter of an excellent kind, andcompofes, in the leafon, a principal portion of the food 
of the inhabitants. 

On the 18th, at Tauck, a ftnall fort, five and a half furfungs. This day an intenfe 
froft, which had congealed all the {landing water, kept me {hivering with cold during 
the firft part of the journey. About eight miles to the fouth-eaft of Tauck, Hands, on 
a fpacious plain, the town of Dumgam, whofe lofty minarets are feen at a great diltance. 
This plain has become famous, in the latter annals of Perfia, for a victory obtained by 
Nadir Shah, before the period of his fovereignty over the Afghan Afhruff, who then 
held polfeffion of Ifpahan. The battle, which was fevere but decifive, twelve of thirty 
thoufand Afghans being, it is laid, either killed or taken, advanced Nadir high in the 
eftimation of Shah Thamas, who was prefent in the aftion. As a diftinguiftied mark 
of his favour, and one of the mod honourable which the Perfian princes ufed to confer 
on a fubject, he permitted Nadir to be denominated the royal Have, by the tide of 
Thamas Kuli # . 

It would afford me a fenfible pleafure, were I enabled to point out to you any mo¬ 
numents of the former grandeur and magnificence of the Perfian empire, which has 
been feen to run a long courfe of glory, and to often combat with fuccefs the legions 
of Rome; yet where are now the Roman eagles that were wont to Hun the world with 
the cry of victory ? Where are now the fteeled bands of Perfia, who infulted the 
corfe of a Roman general and exhibited a captive Ctefar, as a gazing flock to barbarous 
nations ? They have been fmote by the defir udtive hand of time,, which points with 
derilion at their puny race, and at the inftability of human power. It is in the fouth 
of Perfia, where the relics of its ancient grandeur are to be fought, but even there, the 
mif-fliapen ruins of Babylon and Perfepolis faintly mark the priffine grandeur and 
coftly tafte of its princes. 

The upper provinces, though affording the grand fupplvo brave and hardy foldiers, 
were rarely vifited by the luxurious monarchs of Perfia, who, dreading the bleak air 
and barren afpedt of the north, eflablifhed their refidence in milder climates, whither 
they carried the improvements of knowledge, and the refinements of art. Among 
the inflitutions bell fitted to give permanency to the Pdrfian .empire, were it inverted 
with individual fovereignty. policy would urge the removal of its capital to Khorafan, 
famous for the falubrity of its air, and the military ability of its inhabitants. Its fixa¬ 
tion, is alfo well adapted for checking the incurfions of the Tartar and Afghan nations; 
and it poffeffes a city t, held by the Perfians in enrhufiaftic reverenee. 

Ifpahan and Shiraz, feated in the centre of a.country enjoying a foft ferenity of air, 
and replete with the various incitements to luxury, mufl foon enervate their inhabitants, 
and promote the influence of corruption. The Perfians fay, .that Kareem Khan, one - 

* Thi* event, which i» mentioned in Frazer’s account of Nadir Shah, happened in the year 1729. - 
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of the late chiefs of the fouthem provinces was often urged by his officers to carry his 
arms into Khorafan, a conqueft which would neceflarily have given him the fupreme 
dominion of Perfia j but, though brave and enterprizing, he had too long indulged in 
the pleafures of Shiraz, and ufed to palliate his reluctance to the propofed expedition, 
by obferving that, after the long and dangerous fiege of a fmall fort, nothing would be 
found in it but a few bags of chopped ftraw for his horfe. Yet he muft have been 
aware that Khorafan would have reinforced his army with thofefoldiers who empowered 
Nadir to expel the Turks and Afghans from Perfia, and overthrow the empire of India. 
The northern regions were long the nurfery of a hardy and predatory militia, who, 
from their bleak plains and mountains, were wont to pour their force upon the nations 
of the fouth, but who, in their turn, felt the force of fiercer and more barbarous tribes, 
until continued emigrations watted the flock, and withheld the power of foreign 
conqueft. 

On the 19th at Killautau, five and half furfungs, an open village fituate on the de¬ 
clivity of a hill. This day’s journey led over a gradual afeent, interfperfed with low 
wood, and fcattered fpaces of arable land. This being the laft ftation on the road 
where bread is to be procured on the eaft fide of the Mazanderan limits, I procured a 
neceflary fupply. 

On the 20th at Killaufir, five and a half furfungs, a range of ruined buildings, on an 
eminence, a mile’s diftance to the northward of the fmall village of Hirroos. The pro¬ 
prietor of my horfe, a carrier, went out of the road from this place to vifit his family 
refidence, and wifhed much to carry me with him ; the deviation from our track being 
but fhort, I had confented to the propofal, and was about turning into the path which 
led to his village, when Idadji Mahomed arrived and prevented me. 

As this was among the very few marks of goodnefs which I experienced from the 
hadji, to notice it is but fimple juftice to his character, of which, perhaps, you are 
already impreffed with an ill opinion. Taking me afide, he enjoined me, in a manner 
which evinced an honeft concern, not, on any pretence, to proceed to the carrier’s 
village ; that the ftory of the flioemaker had circulated a general belief of my great 
wealth, and that the carriers had been heard in concerting fchernes to rob, and even 
deftroy me j that if fuch was their defign, there were few actions, he obferved, however 
atrocious, which thefe men would not perpetrate when plunder was the objeft ; and 
that the fituation of the village, which was detached, and inhabited only by their families, 
would equally facilitate the purpofe, as preclude a difcovery. 

This reprefentation determined me againft leaving the party ; but having before con¬ 
fented to accompany the carrier, to whom the caufe of the refufal could not be affigned, 
I impofed the talk upon the hadji, who immediately making it his own bufinefs, told the 
carrier, in a ftern tone, that, as 1 was under his charge, he would not permit me to be 
f’parated from him. Though the carrier continued to urge his purpofe by a long and 
ftrenuous argument, he was over-ruled by the hadji, who, by fome degree of compul- 
fion, confighed my horfe to the charge of another perfon. As we rode on, the hadji 
congratulated my near efcape from a combination which muft have been fatal to my 
perl'on, or deprived me of my property, for that many robberies were committed in 
thefe parts, and ufually accompanied by murder. 

This night I lodged in the remains of a bath, which feemed to have pertained to fome 
place of greater note, than the appearance of the ajdacent ruins indicated. The Ghilan 
feid had not joined me in the latter part of the journey, according to a ufage obferved 
by us for adjufting the concerns of our evening meal, but more prudently went to 
Hirroos, where he was well received. Being now habituated to the feid’s company, 
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which had become equally amufing and convenient,for even our little deputes had a rifible 
tendency, I fenfibly felt its Iofs. Though our acquaintance was of fuch Ihort duration, 
I already began to efteem this man as a trufty friend; fo natural and immediate is the 
propen fity to cleave to what gives us folace, and relieves our anxiety; nor is any object 
more completely veiled with this property than a pleafant companion. 

Cordial connections, and the interchange of good offices, no where make a quicker 
progrefs than in the courfe of a journey. Travellers, aware of the approach of a period 
which is to caufe a general, probably a final reparation, occupy, to the beft advantage, 
the limited extent of their affociations ; and as few felfifh views have time to fpring up, 
tnele contingent compacts ufually abound in good humour and good faith. In India 
they have in common circulation, as a fentence expreffive of the pleafures arifing from 
curfory focieties, and parties cafually formed, te Enjoy this meeting as a gift fnatched 
from fate; for the hour of departure Hands on your head.” Being now about to enter 
a province different, in its afpect and production, from that of Khorafan, I will here 
draw the line of divifion, which may be done with the more propriety at Killaufir, as 
it will alfo mark the eaftern limit of Hazaar Jireeb *, a final! diffriCt dependent on 
Mazanderan. 

From Shahroot, the road has nearly a weftern direction, through a country generally 
open. Low hills are alfo feen at wide intervals. The foil is a mixture of land and 
earth, and well cultivated as far as the vicinity of Killantau, where the vallies become 
more contracted, and leave but fmall ipaces for agriculture. The fides of the hills 
are chiefly appropriated to the paftures of flieep, which are numerous and of an excel¬ 
lent kind. 

On the 2 iff at Challoo, four furfungs, a fmall open village, on the eaftern fide of 
the bafe of a fteep hill, and clofe on the brink of a rapid ftream, which was dallied until 
a bold and beautiful effeCt on the rocks that lay thickly fcattered in its bed. We had 
now entered a country overfpread with mountains and fbrefts, in which were many oak 
trees, but their dwarfifli appearance fhewed that they wanted a kinder foil and climate. 
At Challoo, the feid largely reaped the fruits of his pilgrimage and his facred defeent. 
He and consequently his affociate, for he never failed to divide with me the good things 
that fell to his lot, were lodged in a mofque, and hofpitably treated by the inhabitants, 
who fupplied us, in the firft inftance, with great ftore of fuel, which enabled us to hold 
out againft a heavy ftorra of fnow and a piercing north wind; and without which, 
indeed, our fpacious and airy apartments mud have been untenable. 

It was with pleafure I again law an open village ; it exhibited a ruftic fimplicity and 
a peaceful confidence, which I think could not have exifted within a rampart. The 
inhabitants alfo, if their kindnels to us has not biaffed me too much in their favour, 
feemed to be more civilized and humane than the people of Khorafan. The houfes here 
are built with flat roofs, fupported with large beams, which the adjacent forefts plenti¬ 
fully Fupply. A continuance of the ftorm detained us on the 2 2d at Challoo, where we 
found no abatement of the hofpitality of the inhabitants, who furnilhed every thing that 
could render our fituation commodious. 

On the 23d, in the morning, our party moved and penetrated through a moun¬ 
tainous country, interfered with rivulets, and clofely covered with large trees, which 
being ftripped of their leaves, I could not afcertain the different fpecies, nor could the 
carriers, whofe only knowledge feems to confift in driving horfes. Halted, at the dif- 
tance of five furfungs from Challoo, under feme trees, about one hundred yards from 


* Ka/aar, in the Peiiic, fignifies a thoufand, and jireeb, a meafurment of land. 
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the fide of the road, where we kept a large fire burning throughout the night ; net 
for deterring the attack of wild beads, which are not numerous in thefe woods, but to- 
qualify the intenfe coldnefs of the air. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs through the foreft. In the evening, while I 
was riding alone, the party, which had proceeded a Ihort way before me, turned quickly 
into the wood, and came to their ftation-ground. It was in vain that I endeavoured to 
trace any marks of men or horfes; for the ground to a great extent was ftrewed with 
leaves. My horfe, on having for fome time loft fight of the party, became reltlefs, and 
I thought much terrified. It neighed incelfantly, and though a willing active animal, 
would not move in any direction but with reluctance. My lituation grew alarming j it 
was growing dark, and I found myfelf bewildered in an immenfe foreft, with fcarcely 
the hope of obtaining relief during that night. 

In fearch of a fpot to fallen the horfe, and lay myfelf down, good fortune threw in 
my way two men, who were driving a loaded bullock and an afs. Without noticing my 
embarraifment, which they might have made an ill ufe of, or even making any enqui¬ 
ries, I learned that a part of the kafilah had proceeded on the road which they were 
purfuing, and going with them about two miles, I found Hadji Mahomet, with fome 
other paffengers, refrefliing themfelves on a fmall plain, Ikirted by a ftream of water. 
The proprietor of the horfe, who had followed, expreffed much difpleafure at my quit¬ 
ting him, which he aferibed to the council of the hadji, whom he fpoke of with a fneer, 
and laughed at the fort of protection which I had chofen. 

On this night was feen by molt of the paffengers, a ftar, with a bright illuminated 
tail, which I apprehend, from its form and quick motion, mult have been a comet. 
Hadji Mahomet now became profufe in his offers of fervice; he promifed me every 
accommodation at Mazanderan, as a fupply of clothes, for I was ill apparelled, a proper 
place of lodging, and to difpatch me with fafety to the quarter of my deftination. 
This man, though one of the 1110ft acute and knowing of his feCl, did not feem to en¬ 
tertain any idea of my being a Chriftian ; yet he fufpecled the truth of iny narrative, 
or rather, he did not believe a word of it; but imagined that I was a trader in jewels, 
which were concealed about my perfon. 

Defirous of knowing the ftate of the Ruffian navigation on the Cafpian Sea, I had 
fought the information with too much earneftnefs, which created a fufpicion at Shah- 
root, that I was a Ruffian, efcaped from the captivity of the Tartars, and returning to 
my own country. But this conjecture ceafed, when it was known that I had come from 
the eaftern fide of Perfia. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs through the froft. The greateft part of this 
day's journey lying over fteep hills of a moift clayey foil, became of difficult accefs to 
our cattle. The carriers of this road ufually employ mares for the conveyance of mer¬ 
chandize, being more tradable than ftallions, and requiring lefs attendance. They are, 
indeed, as quiet as any domeftic animal, and though feeding at large during the night, 
they never ftrayed from the vicinity of the ftation. 

^ On returning this evening from a fmall excurfion into the foreft, I found that my 
Ghilan aflbeiate had left his quarter, and gone over to the perfon who has been before 
mentioned, as the travelling afliftant of Hadji Mahomet. He was atlo a native of Ghi- 
lan, well known to the feid, and being ftout and hale, had previoufly to their departure, 
agreed to be the feid s affiltant during the pilgrimage ; it was a concern of moment to 
this old infirm man, in the various accidents to which a long and harraffing journey 
was liable, to have fo capable a companion ; and the Ghilanee, to corroborate the 
linearity of his offer, had formally pledged himfelf on the koran. * There was every 
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pcafon to credit the feid’s relation of this compact, for he was an inviolable obferver of 
the truth* and I have rriyfelf often witneffed the ill treatment which he experienced 
from his countryman. But being now near home, where a retaliation might be feared, he 
had aflmned fo genuinely the femblance of contrition, that in the fpace of my fhort ab- 
fence, the feid’s full forgivenefs was obtained, and the promife of future union. On 
feeing me, the feid feenied em bar raffed, but faid nothing, and while I was preparing a 
flender fupper, my attention was roufed by a loud noife of altercation from the GhUan 
quarter, where I faw a furious debate waging between the members of the new alliance. 
The old pilgrim foon returned to me, entreating, with many confeffions of his credulous 
folly, to occupy his former ftation. 

On the 25th completed, in a journey of five furlongs, the palTage of the foreft, and 
halted on its weftern edge. This day we frequently croffed the Mazanderan river, 
which, after winding in various directions, takes a north-weft couffe through the flat 
quarter of the province, and falls into the Cafpian Sea at Mufchid Sir. This ftream is 
rapid among the hills, but fordable for laden horfes. And on reaching the plains, it 
flows with an eafy current. At a toll-houfe within the fkirt of the foreft, the merchants 
paid a fmall duty, and I was aflfefled a few pence on the fcoreof being a Granger. 

In my way. through this extenfive foreft, I did not fee the veftige of a habitation, nor 
any culture, except feme very narrow ftrips of land, thinly interfperfed at the bafe of 
the hills. But the yallies now opened and exhibited a pleafmg picture of plenty and 
rural quiet. The villages all open and neatly built; the verdant hills and dales, encir¬ 
cled by ft reams of delicious water, preferred a feene that gave the mind ineffable delight. 
The air, though in winter, was mild, and had the temperature of an Englifh climate in 
the month of April. This change of weather, effected within fo fhort a fpace of time, 
strifes from the low fituation of the province, its near vicinity to the Cafpian Sea, and the 
fhelter of the adjacent mountains. The fheep in numerous flocks were feeding on all 
fides; but they are of a lefs fize than thofeof Khorafan, and have not the large pon¬ 
derous tail which is peculiar to this animal in the countries lying between the Indus and 
the eaftern confines of Mazanderan | neither is their fleffi fo fat or well tafted. 

On the 26th at Sari, three furfungs, a fortified town, and the refidence of Aga Ma¬ 
homed Khan, the chief of Mazanderan, Afterabad, and fome diftrifts fituate in Khorafan. 
The country in this day*s journey was flat and w'oody, interfperfed with fmall ft reams, 
nnd bounded to the north-eaft and fouth-weft by a low range of hills. The kafilah 
having halted about two miles to the fouthward of Sari, the feid and I walked into the 
town, which we found had grievoufiyfuffered by the effeftsof a late fire. We were 
flopped at the gate-guard, which was under the charge of an Abyflinian flave*, who,after 
making the common enquiries, permitted us to pafs. The market of Sari is plentifully 
fupptied with provifions, among which is feen the grey mullet, a fifh abounding in all the 
rivers which fall into the fouthern fhore of the Cafpian Sea. 

Sari is rather a fmall town, but crowded with inhabitants, many of whom are mer¬ 
chants of credit, who refort thither for the purpofe of fupplying the chief and his officers 
with articles of foreign produce. A focietyof Armenians is ertabliflied in the vicinity of the 

* A native of this quarter of Africa is denominated Hub flu, among-the Mahometans, and is held in high 
eftimation in Aha, for a fuppofed charadlerittic fidelity to the fervicein which he is employed, Abyflim- 
ans are frequently feen about the perfons of Princes, where they hold Nations of confidence* And at the 
Porte, as eunuchs, they are entrufted with the whole interior management of the imperial haram* The 
females of this trib^, though deficient in thofe external charms, which are fo eagerly fought after by the 
Mahometans, and which, indeed, diffufe pleafure among ail the fons of men, are alfo greatly prized for many 
domeliic virtues, and efpecially for their chaftity, 

town, 
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town, where they exercife a various traffic, and manufacture a fpirit diftilied from grapes,, 
of which Aga Mahomed drinks freely, though his habit does not feem to operate to the 
prejudice of the people. This’chief has the reputation of being attentive to bufinefs, 
and of poffeffing an extenfive capacity, which is, indeed, obvious to common notice, 
throughout all parts of his government. The walls of the town are kept in good con- 
condition, and the ditch though narrow is deep, and Efficiently tenable againft any force 
now exilUng in this Gountry. 

A palace has been lately built at Sari, of commodious neat ftruCture, though of 
limited fize, and has a more compact appearance than any building which I have feen 
in Perfia, The front is occupied by a Imall efplanade, on which are mounted three 
pieces of cannon, with carriages of good workmanship, fixed on three wheels. Aga 
Mahomed, a Perfian, of the Kajar tribe *, is about fifty years of age, and the fon of 
Mumtaz Khan f, who in the diftraftions which involved Perfia, fubfequent to the death 
of Nadir Shah, flood forth among the various competitors for the throne, and was, for 
a fhort period, declared head of the empire, by a large party of the people. But he was 
ultimately compelled to yield to the fuperior force of Kareem Khan, by whom he was 
put to death. The family of Mumtaz Khan falling alfo into the hands of the conqueror, 
he deprived Aga Mahomed, the eldeft fon of virility. X am not enabled to give you 
any fiitisfaftory information of the events which promoted the enlargement of this chief, 
and in quick gradation inverted him with the pofleffion of an extenfive territory. 

In a country where the evolutions and caprice of fortune are exhibited in infinite 
multiplicity, and her wheel whirls with a velocity that confounds obfervation ; where 
the Have of the morning is often feen at noon exalted on the ruins of his mafter, it be¬ 
comes a perplexed difgufting talk, to trace the fteps which lead to honours and power; 
nor does it adequately reward the inquiry of reafon. Such tranfitions may befummariiy 
afcribed to the general depravity of a people, who unreftrained by laws, or even the 
habits of joffice, give a loofe to every impulfe, which promifes the gratification of am¬ 
bition, avarice, or revenge. 

Aga Mahomed has become, fince the death of Kareem Khan, the moll powerful chief 
of Perfia. He has many brothers, one of whom, Jaffier Kooly, governs Balfrofh, the 
principal town of Mazanderan ; but his conduct is narrowly watched, and his authority 
fo limited, that he cannot iflue a pafiport to a Ruffian trading veffel without the affent 
of Aga Mahomed. The forces of this chief, on occafions of fervice, may amount to 
fifteen thou land cavalry, which were embodied in the courfe of the laft year, when he 
overrun Ghilan, and plundered Refhd, the refidence of Hydeat Khan, the ruler of the 
province, who with his family and treafure fought refuge iri the Ruffian factory of En- 
zillee | until the Mazanderan troops had evacuated the country. 

It appeal's that Aga Mahomed is preparing another attack, which is thought will 
fpeedily be effected, unlefs he is deterred by the power of the Ruffians, who having 
long derived extenlive advantages from the commerce of Ghilan, feem difpofed to 
efpoute its caufe. Aga Mahomed is at this time the only Perfian chief bordering on 
the Cafpian Sea. whom the empire of Ruffia has yet made tributary, or rendered^fub- 
fervient to its policy. 


* A word in the provincial language of Mazanderan, fignifyinga rebel ora eleferter, and the name of an 
extenfive tribe, chiefly ieliding mMandm# and Afterabad. Like the Rajahpoots of India, the Kajm 
are ufually devoted to the proteffion of arms, and they compofe the largeft portion of the foldirry of theie 
provinces. I hey are mentioned by Mr. Hanway in ins relation of his tranfa&ions at Afterabad. 

T He was called I-uitah All Khan. 

X Sltuate near rtie border or the Cafpian Sea, about fix miles to the northward of Re/hd, 
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About a year ago a fnlall Ruffian fquadron arriving at Afhroff, a capacious bay on 
the Afterabad fhore, the commanding officer directed a large building to be conftrudleif- 
near the fhore, for the purpofe of accommodating his crew, and probably to lay the 
bafis of fome future plan. W hen the building was nearly finifhed, Aga Mahomed, to 
whom this procedure had given alarm, invited the commodore, an inexperienced young 
man, with his officers, to an entertainment given at Afterabad, on the celebration of 
fome Mahometan feftival. Many of the Ruffians, with their officers, went to thePerfvan. 
feaft, where they were fudden]y feized and put into confinement. Aga Mahomed then 
affected to exprefs much refentment at the conduct of the Ruffians, in having eredled, 
without permilfion, fo large and folid a building in this country. It was in vain that 
the Ruffian expatiated on the treachery of the atl, and fo glaring a violation of 
hofpitality. He was refolutely anfwered, that unlefs his men were dire&ed to de- 
molifh the building, the party fhould be detained in prifcn, and, perhaps, meet with a 
worfe fate. 

The commodore, dreading the effe&s of this threat, difpatched the neceflary orders 
to the fquadron; and when the work was performed, he and his companions were 
releafed. The officer was foon after diftniffed from the command of the Cafpian 
fquadron, and banifhed from the court. The Emprefs feverely cenfured his breach of 
military conduft, which, on account of youth, and a regard for his family, file ob- 
ferved had not been noticed with the deferved punifhment. Aga Mahomed lately 
received an addrefs from the Ruffian government, threatening him, it is faid, with a 
fevere vengeance for the infult offered to their flag, unlefs he made a fpeedy atonement. 
But it does not feem that this chief is difpofed to {hew any refpe£t to the requifition ; 
and if credit is to be given to a general rumour, another delcent on Ghilan may be foon 
expefted, the probability of which is corrobrated by a prohibition of all intercourfe with 
the inhabitants of that province. 

On the 27th we left Sari, and proceeding live furfungs, through a country inter- 
fperfed with plain and foreft, halted on the ikirt of a wood near the high road. At 
half the diftance of this day's journey, croffed a fordable ftream, which runs to the 
left or north-weft, and falls into the Mazanderan river. The carriers were Hopped at 
the paffage, and ordered to convey on their horfes a quantity of ftones, and place them 
in certain fwampy parts of the great road, leading from Sari to Baifrofli; which, it is faid, 
was firft conftrufted by Shah Abbas, and appears to have been cut through a foreft. 

At three miles to the fouthward of our laft night’s halting place, we paffed through 
the final 1 village of Alhabad, which has a daily market well iupplied with bread, cheefe, 
and fuch provifions as are adapted to the refrelhment of travellers, for the ufeof whom 
it feems to have been wholly eltablilhed. 

O11 the 29th of January our party arrived at Balfrolh, four and a half furfungs. The 
road this day was the worft I ever had travelled on, and required, in the winter feafon, 
continued labour to make it paffable. Though deep ditches are extended on each fide, 
and drains cut acrofs, to carry off the extraordinary moifture of the foil, we proceeded 
with much difficulty and hazard. The carriers, at certain ftations were required to 
deliver their refpeftive portions of ftones, and the defaulters, among whom 1 was 
claffed, were detained by the officers of government j here I might have incurred a long 
delay, had not the Ghilan feid interpofed his good offices for me as a pilgrim and his 
friend. It was then foon feen in what a favourable light we were beheld. Our hands 
were even killed in reverence. The proprietor of my horfe having no religious virtues 
to plead, and his quantity of ftones being found very infufficient, he was not permitted 
to pafs ; and while he, with many others, were endeavouring to qualify the demand. 
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the feid and I agreed to proceed to Balfrofh, that we might be fheltered again ft the 
weather, which this day had fet in with drifts of final! rain and a fevere cold. 

In high anticipation of the pleafnres in ft ore for us at the capital, we were overtaken 
by the carrier, who foaming with rage, at this my fecond defertion, as he termed it, 
aecufed me of an attempt to fteal his mare* Nor was his paffion allayed, until I pro* 
niifed him a large difti of pi Haw, to be ready at his arrival in Balfrofh. 

At the di fiance of two miles on the fouth fide of the town, is feen a fmall ifland 
in the river, where Shah Abbas erefted a palace, whole roof, with the bridge of com¬ 
munication, has lately been applied by the governor of Ba] Profit to fome domeftic 
purpofes* After paying double the ftipulated hire, and the fine in pillaw, I difcharged the 
carrier, who, like all thofe of his profeffion within my knowledge, was an arrant knave. 
But knavery conflkutes a grand branch of his profefiion, and does not heavily affeft 
the purfe of the traveller, who, if he wifhes to journey on with comfort, and have his 
name puffed, fhould heartily feed his carrier ; and, as the common nature of man 
requires indulgence, occafionally wink at his roguery. Not to govern too much has 
been a maxim of long Handing in the policy of nations, nor is it lefs neceflary to the 
welfare and quiet of domeftic oecononiy. 

At Balfrofh I was informed that three Ruffian veflels were lying in the road of 
Mufchid Sir, and would fail in a few days to Baku # . It now behoved me to aft 
warily, and to wind up with difcretign an adventure which had hitherto been fuccefsful, 
and had at this place reached a crifis, which muft either produce a happy or a dangerous 
illue. To this period I had affiimed, with good fortune, the Mahometan character, 
without which the journey, I think, could not have been performed, efpecially from 
Turfhifh to the Cafpian Sea. I had been admitted, without referve, into the fociety of 
Mahometans, and had lived at the fame board with the moft zealous and fcrupulous, fome 
being now on the fpot, would, on a difcovery of my perfon, inveterately refent the 
deceit. It was firft expedient to quiet the mind of the feid, who, lodging in the fame 
apartment, mu ft ncceffiirily become acquainted with my departure* Telling him that 
I was going to make a pilgrimage at a tombf, much referred to by the Perfians, in 
the vicinity of Mufchid Sir, and leaving a few things which would be ufeful, I bade 
him adieu with an air of unconcern, yet breathing a filent, fervent wifh, that this 
old man, whom I was never to fee again, might experience every good in the difpenfation 
of Providence. 

Mufing on the fcenes which of late had been fhifted with a rapid diverfity, and 
on the fingular, yet interefting conneftions which I had formed in the courfe of my 
journey, I travelled on to Mufchid Sir \ a fcattered village, fituate on the eaftern 
bank of the Mazanderan river, about ten miles diftant from Balfrofh, and two from 
the Cafpian Sea. On feeing the Ruffian quarter, I fent back a horfe which I had 
hired, and prefented myfelf to a perfon who was pointed out to me as the mafter of a 
Ruffian veiiel; but he did not underftand any language that I fpoke. To obviate this 
embarraffinent, an interpreter was called in, and being informed that he was a 
Ruffian, I related my flory without referve; that I was an Engliffi gentleman, who, 
from motives of curiofity and pleafure, had travelled from Bengal, through the 
northern parts of India andPerfia, and that I now intended to proceed bv the way of 
Ruffia to England. 

lhe linguift exprefled furprize at the relation, which he feemed to doubt; but a 
repelition, accompanied with that confidence which only arifes from truth, noticing 

* A port on the we Rem eoaft of the Cafpian c ea. 

| The place of interment of a fen of Mouza Kazim, one of the twelve Imaums of the PcrEans. 
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alfo that I was enabled to reward any good office, gave my relation credit, at lead: 
with the Ruffian. The mailer agreed to convey me to Baku, whither his veflel was 
configned; and obferved, that the commanding officer of a frigate lying at that port, 
would give the necefiary directions for my future procedure. The matter being thus 
happily arranged, I was invited to partake of a mefs of fifh-broth, ferved up in a large 
wooden bowl j of which the mailer, fix or feven faiiors, and myfelf, made a hearty 
meal; to me it was a regale; both from its being really a favoury one, and from the man¬ 
ner of participation, to which 1 had been long a ftranger. 

The Ruffian habitations at Mufchid Sir, are rudely conftruCted, and far from being 
clean. The fides are about five feet high, and compofed of branches of trees, twilled 
between Hakes, Iluck at final! dillances in the ground; and the roof is of thatched 
ftraw. The furniture, equally Ample and coarfe, confifts of fome narrow wooden beds, 
a long board, raifed in the centre to eat at, and a few Ilools, or buckets inverted, to fit 
on. But the practice of living hard, in all its variations, from eating Hale barley 
bread to fleeping on fnow, had formed me into a complete veteran, fo that the Ruffian 
cabin, with its aflemblage of rough utenfils, was to my fight a garnifhed hotel. And 
the knife, wooden fpoon, and platter, luxuries of a fuperior order. 

In the firft days of my refidence at this place, I fenfibly experienced a refrelhment 
of mind and body. I had been accullomed to rife in the morning before day-break, 
with my hands and feet generally benumbed with cold, when after packing my baggage, 
I was obliged to take a part in the bufinefs of the camel-driver or the carrier ; nor did 
the end of the day’s journey often bring with it more than the bared accommodation, 
or afford me much matter of intellectual gratification. But thefe inconveniencies were 
all done away, and my meals, as my fleep, became falutary and regular. Being thus 
relieved from labour, anxiety, and the inceffant talk of fupporting a Feigned character, 
I thought myfelf happy ; and as happinefs largely arifes from comparifon, and the 
excurfions of fancy, to which I now gave an ample fcopc, this was, perhaps, the 
moll pleafurable period of my life. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM OF XARAZM *. 

B ETWEEN Great Tatary on the north, and Tibet, India, and Perfia on the fouth, 
there runs a long trad of land extending from the great Kobi, or defart on the north- 
weft part of China, weftward as far as the Cafpian Sea. This country is fituated in 
a fandy defart, with which it is furrounded ; or rather is itfelf a vaft fandy defart, 
interfperfed witlx mountains and fruitful plains, well inhabited and watered with 
rivers. 

Nature feems to have divided this region into three large parts, feparated from one 
another by the intrufion of the defart, and known at prefent in thefe weftern parts, 
by the names of the countries of Karazm, Great Bukharia and Little Bukharia f. 
The original inhabitants, who are very different from the Tartars, were always great 
traders; and caravans frequently pafs through their lands from India and Perfia to 
China: but as they have been little vifited by Europeans, we had fcarce any account 
of them, but what is met with in the tranflations and extracts from the oriental writers, 
till Mr. Bentink, often quoted before, obliged the public with his notes on Abu’Ighazi 
Khan’s genealogical hiftory of the Tatars. To thefe funds are we beholden for all 
our materials, except what little may be picked out of the travels of our Anthony 
Jenkinfon to Bokhara; Benedict Goes from India to China; and the author of the 
defcription of the countries about the Cafpian Sea, added to Tavernier’s travels. 


SECT. I.— The Situation, Soil, Rivers, and Lakes of Karazm.—Name and Bounds: _ 

Soil and Produce ; —excellent Melons : — Rivers. — The Amu changes its Courfe _ 

The Khefd : — its Courfe turned. — Expeditions of Bcckowitz to the Kheftl. — The 

Khan’s Artifice to enfnare him: — he is cut off. — Lake of Aral affords much Salt. _ 

Situation and Extent . 

KARAZM, or Karezm, as this country is called by Abu’Ighazi Khan, and the 
Perfian writers, is pronounced by the Arabs Khowarazm : which name is as ancient 
as the time of Herodotus, who calls it Khorafmia, and after him Ptolemy. 

This kingdom at prefent is bounded on the north by the country of Turkeftan, and 
the dominions of the Grand Khan of the Eluths, or Kalmuks ; on the eaft by Great 
Bukharia, from which it is feparated partly by the mountains of Irder j, and partly 


* Greeks Coll. vdjv. £*476, 

% See AWighazi’s Hiftory of the Turks! fcc, p.364. 


f The laft is now fubjetft to China. 
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bv the defarts of Karak and Gaznah on the ibuih by the provinces of Aftartibad and 
Khorafan', in Perfia, from which it is Separated by the river Amu, and fandy delarts 
of a vaft extent; and on the weft by the Cafpian Sea. 

It may be about 440 miles in length from north to fouth, and 340 from weft to 
eaft ; being fituated between the 29th and 46th degrees of latitude, and the 71ft and 
78 th degrees of longitude. The country, according to a late geographical author, con- 
fifts moftly of very wide, extended, fandy plains, like thofe of Great latary, part of 
tJ. v m barren defarts, and others affording excellent pafture, with but few mountains 
or rivers. There is good land in feveral provinces, where vines, grow, of which wine 
is made ; and the water-melons of Karazm are famous 1 . Bentinck lays the country 
is extremely fertile where watered K 

The melons of this country, called by Abu’lghazi, arbus \ are the true water¬ 
melons, of the fize of ordinary gourds, or pompions, commonly round, and green on 
the outfide, but within of a much deeper colour than the common .melons; though 
fome are perfectly white, but they are not the bell:; their feed is quite black, lhaped 
like that of the pompion, but rounder, tranfparent, and difperfed all through the 
fruit \ the whole of which is eaten, excepting' the rind and the feed. ^ The fiibitarLce 
is much finer, and better relilhed, than that of ordinary melons: it is exceeding 
cooling, and one may eat as much as he will without the leaft danger. This fruit 
will keep a long time ; on which occafton our author obferves, that they carry them 
from Aftrakan (where they are near as good as in Karazm) to St. Peterlburg, for 
the court of Ruffia; and that they are as good in the middle of winter, as in their 
feafon ; but he adds, that they gather them green, and that they ripen afterwards*. 

Karazm owes all its fertility, in a manner, to three rivers, and a great lake: the 
rivers are called Amu, Khefel, and Sir. The Amu, as it is called by the Uzbeks and 
Perfians, is the Jihun 6 , of the Arabs, and Oxus of the ancients, has its Wee to 
the north-north-eaft of the kingdom of Kaflimir, toward the.borders of Little Bukhara, 
in thofe high mountains which feparate it from the dominions of the feGreat Mogul. 
It croffes the fouthem part of Great Bukharia from eaft to weft, then winding north- 
eaftward along the borders of that country, enters Karazm, and crofting it obliquely 
forty leagues from its mouth, it divides into two branches ; that on the left turning 
weftward, difeharges itfelf into the Cafpian Sea 7 , towards the borders of the province 
of Aftarabad in Perfia: but the right-hand branch, which pafled heretofore by the 
city of Urjenz, and met the fea* twelve leagues to the north of the former, about 
eighty years ago quitted its ancient channel, fix leagues from the place where it 
feparated from the other arm *, and changing its courfe more to^ the north, threw 
itfelf into the river Khefel, on the other fide of the little town of Tuk : fo that its old 
channel, before the city of Urjenz, is at prefent quite dry, which has greatly hurt 

^The Amu abounds with all forts of excellent fifh, and its Tides are the moft charming 
in the world. On its banks grow thofe excellent melons, and other delicious fruits, 
fo much efteemed in Perfia, the Indies, and Ruffia, whither they are carried. 

The river Khefel, Khefil, or Kefil, as the Uzbeks name it, rifes in the mountains, 
to the north-eaft of the province of Sogd 3 or Saniarkant ; and running north-welt 


1 Krcmpfer confounds Khorafan with Khowaraim. Amsmit* Exot, p, 135, * ^ t0 f 

know the World, or a Compendium of Modern Geography, in cdtavo, 1745, p. 253- , J"j OI T. 0 

the Turks, &c. p. 419. 4 P- 284, and by Jenkinfon, karbus. 5 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. 

p. 433, et feq* 6 So Abu’lghazi Khan calls it alfp, p, 119 of hif hiftory, ' Perhaps at a 

place called Maukiflilak' B It fell into the Gulf of Balkan-, 

vol. ix, * t between 
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between the Amu and the Sir, falls into the lake of Aral, fifty or fixty miles after it 
has been joined by the Amu, There is no appearance of this river in Kvrillow's map 
of the Ruffian empire. The fides of the Khefel are exceeding fertile wherever they 
are cultivated ; but the greater part of them are neglefted by the inhabitants; nor do 
they make ufe of the excellent paftures which border this river, though they are much 
better than thofe which they lind along the Amu. 

At prefent there is not one confiderable town to be feen upon the Khefel: nav, the 
few fmall ones that occur are half defarr, becaufe the Uzbek Tatars, both of Great 
Bukharia and of Karazm, chufe rather to be near the frontiers of the Perfians, than of 
the Eluths and Kara Kalpaks ; becaufe there is more to be gotten by their inroads on 
on fide, than the other. 

The waters of this river are extremely increafed by the junction of the Amu, before- 
mentioned : but of late years the Tatars of Karazm have alfo turned the coprfe 
of the Khefel from the Cafpian Sea 1 into the lake Aral, on the following occafion. 

Peter the Firft, Emperor of Ruffia, being informed, that much gold ore 1 was found 
on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea, at the mouth of the river Sir, called alfo Daria ^ and 
judging that a new courfe of trade between Siberia and the fouthern parts of Afia, 
might be carried on by means of that river, ordered certain perfons, (killed in maritime 
affairs, to accompany the Koffaks of Jaik in feveral of their expeditions along the 
coafts of that fea, in order to find out the mouth of the Daria. Thefe people finding 
that no confiderable river difcharged itfelf into the Cafpian Sea, between the Yem, 
or Yemba, and Amu, except the Khefel% concluded this muff be the river they 
looked for 5 efpecially as the Koffaks affured them it was called Daria, not knowing 
that Daria is no more than an appellative, fignifying a river in general among the 
Uzbeks 4 . 

However that be, having founded the entrance of the Khefel, and obferved feveral 
marks whereby to know it again, they returned and made their report: thereupon the 
Emperor, in 1719, fent one brigadier Beckowitz % by the way of Aftrakan, with 
two thoufand five hundred men, to pofiefs himfelf of the mouth of that riven He 
pitched upon that officer, becaufe he was a Chirkaffian, and understood thoroughly the 
Tatar language. The Tatars growing jealous to fee him come feveral times on that 
errand, turned the Khefel by three channels, the lands being low, northward into the 
lake of Aral, and then flopped the entrance of it; fo that Beckowitz arriving fame time 
after with his veffels to the mouth of the river, found it quite dry* 

Neverthelefs, in obedience to his orders, he landed his troops, and began to build 
forts thereabouts, as well as the ground, which he found exceeding Tandy, would 
permit* They were fcarce in a condition of making reftflance, when the Tatars of 
Khiva (fo the Ruffians call the Uzbeks of Karazm 6 ) came down upon him with 
great numbers of troops: but Beckowitz defended himfelf with fuch refolution, that 
the Khan who commanded them, defpairing to conquer him by force, had him 
privately informed, that in his heart he was fincerely affefted to the Ruffians, and 
that he defired nothing more than to fee them fettled in his neighbourhood ; but that 
he was obliged to oppofe them, to humour the princes, «fcis relations and neigh- 

1 According to D’Anville^s map it fell into Peter’s Bay, in the north part of the caftem coaft of the 
Cafpian Sea, 'This was, probably, a flory only invented to farther the defigu of carrying on 

trade by this new canal- 3 For the Sir fell into the lake Aral, hereafter deferibed, 4 Alfo 

among the Perfians. 5 Webber fays, he was a Circaflian prince, captain of the Czar’s guards ; that 

he was immenfcly rich, and had married the moil beautiful lady in all Ruffia ; and that he had been fent 
before in 1715. 1 From the Khan’s camp called Khiva. 
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hours: that it was refolved to make a Iaft effort next day, and in cafe they had no better 
fuccefs than before, he would try to bring about an accommodation. 

Beckowitz gave the eafier credit to the Khan, as he had caufed protestations of the 
fame kind to be made at the court of Ruffia, by an envoy fent for that purpofe. Mean¬ 
time the Tatars did not fail next morning to renew the attack with fuch vigour, that 
great numbers, contrary to cuftom, lighted off their horfes : but having been repulfed 
at length with lofs, the Khan fent two of his murfas to know on what account he had 
landed an army in his dominions, and what he wanted ? Hereupon Beckowitz 
demanded that the fluices made in the river fliould be flopped up, and the mouth of it 
opened again, that the current might refume its former courfe. 

The Tatars remonflrating, that it was not in their power to dam up the channels, 
the water ran into them witli fuch rapidity; Beckowitz propofed, that they fliould give 
him a certain number of hoftages, and he would go and do it with his own troops. 
As that was what the Tatars juft wanted, they readily agreed to his demands. The 
Rufiian commander having left fome men to guard the forts, fet forward with the reft : 
but the hoftages, who ferved for guides, led him through places quite defart, where 
there were only fome holes of Handing water, nofJufficient for his troops: fo that after 
five days’ march, they found themfelves quite deftitute of water. 

In this diftrefs, their guides propofed to divide into fever a! bodies, and march by 
different roads, that they might the more eafily find a fupplv. Beckowitz was 
obliged to confent to this propofal, though he faw the danger of it. In fhort, the 
Ruffians having thus feparated into parties, the Tatars furrounded them one after 
another; and flaying their leader *, with moft of his men, carried the reft; into 
flavery. After this, thofe who were left to guard the forts, reimbarked, and returned 
to Aftrakan. 

The lake Aral, that is, of eagles, before mentioned, feparates the province of Aral, 
to which it gives name, from the eaftern provinces of Karazm. It is one of the largeft 
in the northern Afia, being above thirty German leagues from foulh to north, about 
half as much from eaft to weft, and above eighty in compafs. Its waters are 
exceeding fair, yet breed great quantities of the fame fort of fifli which are found in 
the Cafpian Sea, with which it does not feem to have any communication ; nor does 
it overflow its banks, although it receives the waters of the Sir, the Khefel, and feveral 
other fm 4 ller rivers. 

The Kara Kalpaks, who poffefs the northern coaft of it, towards the mouth of the 
Sir, and the Turkmans, of the country of Aral, in fummer, convey the waters of this 
lake, by means of fmall canals, into the neighbouring fandy plains; whofe furface, 
when the moifture is exhaled by the fun’s heat, is covered with a fine cruft of 
cryftalline fait, with which the inhabitants of Karazm, and all Turkeftan, are plenti¬ 
fully fupplied \ 

According to Kyiillow’s map of the Ruffian empire, this lake is ftiaped much like 
the Cafpian Sea, and more than half as long; being three hundred and forty miles 
from fouth to north, and an hundred and fixty broad in the fouth part; though not 
half that breaddi at the north end. But, poffibly, thefe dimenfions are too great, 
as its diftanee from the Cafpian Sea, viz. two hundred miles, mull needs be too much. 
However, we may prefume, its figure is more exact than what we find it in other 

* Webber fays, that refufmg to kneel on the red clot In in order to be beheaded* they ham-ftrimg and 
mangled him barbaroufly. 1 Hiftory of the Turks* &t. p f 4^, et feq« 
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maps, efpedaHy the north part of it; becaufe feveral roads thither are traced down 
by the author. Into this great lake the Khefel difcharges itfelf on the fouth by three 
channels, and the Sir on the north by two : of which river, the reader will find an 
account hereafter in the defcription of Turkeftan. 


SECT. II.- THE PROVINCES AND TOWNS OF KARAZM. 

KARAZM is divided into many provinces, as appears from Abu’lghazi Khan's 
hifiory, who mentions feveral of them ; which Bentink has fuccinftly deferibed, as 
follows: 

i. Provinces. 

Ogurza Province. — 'Pijhga. — Karakizit. — Gilkupruk. — Gordijh. — Kumkant. — Yanghi-jhabr .— 

Burma. — Bayalkiri. — Keftlrabai. ■— Gardankhajl. — Yatighi-ariL — Bakirgan. — Kuigan. — 

Ikzi-Kutnam.—Kbiha. — Tarkhan. — Bamaburittak . — Koghertlii. — Aral. 

OGURZA is a large province, fituate towards the coaft of the Cafpian Sea. It was 
very fertile before the northern branch of the Amu, which ran through it, took 
another courfe; fince when it is become a defart for want of water. It takes its 
name from the abundance of cucumbers which it then produced; and are called 
Ogurza, both in the Tatar and Ruffian languages. 

Piffiga is a little province, fituate to the eaft of the city Urjenz. It has been 
but thinly inhabited ever fince the above mentioned branch of the Amu ceafed to pafs 
through it. 

Karakizit is a fmall province, between thofe of Piffiga and Ogurza, which is 
grown very thin of people fince the river Amu paffes no longer by Urjenz, to the weft 
of which it lies. 

Gilkupruk is a fmall province, fituate to the fouth of the fouthern branch of 
the river Amu, bordering on the provinces of Khorafan, and Aftarabad, in Perfia. 

Gordifh, a little province between thofe of Piffiga and Kumkant. It is one of the 
moft fruitful and belt cultivated in all Korazm, as being watered by the Amu ; which 
here quitted its old channel to join the Khefel, as before mentioned. 

The fmall province of Kumkant lies eaft of Gordiffi, towards the northern bank of 
the Amu ; which, in the borders of thefe provinces, divides in two branches. 

Yanghi-ffiahr' is a little province, near the right bank of the fouthern branch of 
the river, which is of no great confequence at prefent. 

Burma is one of the Iargeft provinces eaft of the town of Wazir, towards the borders 
of Great Bukharia. It is very populous and fertile; producing the moft delicious 
melons in all Karazm. 

Bayalkiri is a little province to the north of the city Urjenz; but very fandy and 
defart, becaufe it wants water. 

Kefilrabat lies towards the banks of the Khefil, or Kefil, and north-weft of the to™ 
of Tnk. This little province is very populous, and produces plenty of all forts of 
delicious fruits. 

Gardankhaft, which is a large province, fituate between the towns of Khayuk and 
Hazarafb % has pretty good pafturage; and is almoft wholly peopled by theSarts, who 
are the ancient inhabitants of the country. 

■ In the French, Jangifoar. » In the French, Haflaraffap. 
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YanghUrik 1 is a fmall province north of the Amu, and bordering on Great Buk¬ 
hara* at the foot of the mountains which feparate it from Karazm. 

Bakirgan, a large province on the north fide of the river Khefel, and north-eaft of 
the town of Tuk. 

Kuigan, another large province* north of Bakirgan and the Khefel, extends as far 
as the frontiers of the Kara Kalpaks* and Kaimuks (or Eiuths)* It confifts* moftly, 
ofvaft plains* producing excellent pafture ; like all the other fandy grounds of Grand 
Tatary. 

Ikzi-Kumani 5 is a little province towards the fouthern bank of the Khefel, and well 
of the territory of Khayuk. 

^ Khika, another fmall province on the fotith fide of the Khefel, lies eaft of the ter¬ 
ritory of Tuk, and weft of Ikzi-Kumani. 

Tarkhan is a little province fituate north of the Khefel* and weft of Bakirgan, It 
abounds in excellent paftures; but lies uncultivated, 

Bamaburinak is a little province to the north of the Khefel* towards the fouthern 
coaft of the lake Aral, and weft of Tarkhan province, 

Koghertlik is a large province fituate on the frontiers of Great Bukhara, and north 
of the province of Yanghkarik. 

7 he province of Aral, towards the Ihore of the Cafpian Sea, is very large, extending 
from the mountains of Abulkban* north of the old mouth of the northern branch of the 
Arnti* which is now dry, as far as the country of the Kara Kalpaeks, This part of 
Korazm is, at prefent, almoft folely inhabited by Turkmans* who find there* in many 
places, excellent pafture for their flocks: But generally, Aral, which takes its name 
from the lake before described* is mountainous, fandy, and barren 3 , Befides the 
provinces above defcribed, Abu’lghazi Khan mentions others in his hiftory $ particularly 
thofe of Abulkhan and DehUtan 4 . 

2 * The Towns rf Karazm , 

UrjertZy the capital:—Its ruinous StateTrade inconftderable:—Its Names ‘—Not always the Capital t 

Once great and populous ; — De/trayed by Timur:—Prefent State miferable:—Its Latitude objerved.—* 

Along ujla ve,—Sdliz ure—Fruits a nd Grain , — Tuk .— Waftr* — Kumkala .— Kaht*—Haza razk — 

Aianktjhlak—Rx cel lent Port*—Other Towns* 

URJENZ* the capital of the country* is fituate jn a great plain to the north of the 
river Amd, twenty-five German leagues from the eaftern Chores of the Cafpian Sea, 
This city was very confiderable in the ages paft ; but fince the Tatars became pofleflbrs 
of it, the northern branch of the Amu* which formerly ran by its walls, has taken 
another eourfe. It has fallen fo much to decay, that, at prefent* it makes but a pitiful 
figure, being no more than a great fcambling town, about a league in compafs: Its 
walls are of fun-burnt bricks* with a kind of ditch, very narrow, and full of rub- 
bifh in feveral places. The houfes are no better than paltry cabins of earth. It is 
true, there is a caftle built with brick ; but fo ruinous, that fcarce a fourth part of it is 
inhabitable. The brick mofques likewife are in almoft as bad a condition i for the 
Tatars, in general, are very ready to deftroy buildings, but neither to raife or preferve. 
The only thing which they take any care of at prefent is a great broad ftreet towards 

1 In the French, Jangianck. 1 This teems to be a remains of the Romani, or Kumani, a warlike 
nation, who for a long time poflefTed the country along the north. Gde of the Cafpian Sea. as far as he 
river Don, till conquered by Jeaghiz Khan and his J'ucceffors, ia Kipjak, 3 tfiftory of the 

Turks, dec- p. 435, et W* * B. 235, 
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the middle of the town, which, as the common market-place, is covered from one end 
to the other to preferve the goods fold there from the weather. 1 he deiertion ot the 
river has caufed many of the inhabitants to forfake Urjenz, and rendered very barren 
the neighbouring country, which was formerly fruitful. _ 

Although it is very conveniently lituate for commerce, being the rendezvous of all the 
buiinefs carried on between the Bukhars and the countries on the weft fide of Lhe Caf- 
pian Sea, yet, at prefent, the trade is very inconfiderable; becaufe foreign merchants, 
finding no fecurity among the Mohammedan Tatars, few will venture thither. The or¬ 
dinary duties paid at Urjenz are only three per cent, but the extraordinary amount 
very often beyond the whole merchandizes. 

The Khans of Karazm commonly winter in this town; but in fummer they encamp 
on the banks of the Amu, or in fome other agreeable place of the country, as belt Ants 

their conveniency,, , r 

To the foregoing remarks of Benrinck on Urjenz, the Engltfh tranflator adds thole 

which follow: . . 

IJHenz feems to be the fame city which was formerly called Karazm ; and which 
De Ia J Croix 1 obferves, was, after the time of Jenghiz Khan, called Korkanj by the 
Perfians, and Orkanj by the Moguls. In the tables of Abu’lfeda, Naffir addin, and 
Ulugh Begh 3 , we find two Korkanjs; Great Korkanj, or Nu-Korkanj, and Korkanj 
the Lefs, or Jorjaniyah 4 of Khowarazm, to diftingiiilh it, likely, from Jorjaniyah of 
Perfia. The firft was capital of the country ; and both were fituate on the weft fide 
of the Jihun, (or Amu) ten miles afunder 5 . Jenkinfon calls it Urjence' - : and 
Johnfon, his fellow-traveller, after a merchant of 7 Boghar, (or Bokhara) Urjenfli, 
and Urjenfe % which comes near the name given by Abu’lghazi Khan. 

Urjenz has not always been the capital of Karazm. Abu’lfeda tells us, that Kath 
was formerly the metropolis 4 : how long it continued fo, is ur.certain. When the 
governor of Jorjan, in Perfia, furprized him of Karazm, in the reign of Nuh-ibn- 
Manfur, of the Samman family, he found him in Kat 14 : but it docs not follow from 
thence that it was the capital; nor, if it did, could we affirm, it continued fo under 
the firft dynafty of the Karazmian kings, contemporary with Mahmud Gazni, neither 
can we be pofitive, upon what occafion the royal feat was removed : though, probably 
on account of the inundation which once ruined it “. This we are fure of, that the 
lecond dynafty fixed their feat at Urjenz ; and it has continued the capital ever fince, 
except now and then, that the Khans thought fit to refide for a-while at Wazir, Khayuk, 
or fome other place. 

Though at prefent fo much reduced, it was once like all the other cities of this coun¬ 
try rich and populous. In the year 1186 '% when Soltan Shahbefieged it 13 , the in¬ 
habitants, who had fubmitted to his brother Takalh, were fo numerous, that, to fhew 
how much they defpifed his power, they kept their gates open in his view; and thirty- 
fix years after, when Jenghiz Khan :4 took it in 1221, the Moguls put one hundred 
thoufand. fome fay two hundred thoufand, to the fword. Urjenz began to fkmrilh 
again under the family of the Solis, and was a great city when Timur Bek (or Tamer¬ 
lan), having in 1379, taken it from Yufof Sofi, and conquered the kingdom 16 , 


■ Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p. 438, et feq. * Hilt, of Geng. p. 240. 3 Publi fled 

by Greaves. 4 Jorjan, or Jorjaniyah, comes near Urjenz, allowing for the different pronunciation 
of different nations. 1 Abu’lfeda, p. 23. 26. 6 Purchas, vol. iii. p. 236. ’ The 

Englifh traveller, at the end of Tavernier, p. ny, fays, fome call it Yurjeach, others Jurjench. 
* Hakl. Collett, vol. i, p. 335. 9 Chowr. Defcrip, p. 27, in Hudfon’s Leffer Greek Geo- 

grapliers. ‘ t> Teix. Hifl. of Perfia, p. 160, 11 Cbowar. Defer, p. 23. 11 Of the Hejrah. (82. 

,J See D’ Herbclotin Tacafh. 14 De la Croix’s Hill, Gentch. p. 256. 11 Korkanj Minor 

was then the regal feat, according to De la Croix’s Notes. “ Hilt. Timur-bec, p. 306. 
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caufed it tto be razed in 1388, and the ground lowed with barley. It is likely it was 
repaired three years after, when, by Timur’s order, the country was re-peopled, and 
rcftored to its ancient fplendour: but from that time, it may be prelumed, Urjenz 
never was able to recover itfelf; and the government of the Uzbeks, which it has 
fince fallen under, fo hurtful to trade, joined to the inconveniences attending the 
river Amu’s being turned oft from the town, has completed its ruin 

It feems to have been in no better a ftate when Mr. Jenkinfon was there in 1558. 
His account of it is as follows : The city, or town, of Urjenz % Hands on level ground: 
its walls, as well as houfes, are of earth, and, by eftimation, four miles in compafs. 
The buildings within it are ruined, and out of good order : it hath one long ftreet 
that is covered above, which is the place of their market r it hath been won and loll 
four times within feven years, by civil wars ; hence it comes, that there are but few 
merchants in it, and they fo very poor, that he could not fell above four kerfeys. 
The chief commodities fold there come from Boghar (or Bokhara) and Perfia, but in 
fmall quantities, not worth mentioning. All the country, from the Cafpian Sea to 
this city, is called the land of Turkman, and is fubjeft to die Khan 5 . 

The latitude of this city, as given by Jenkinfon 4 , is forty-two degrees eighteen 
minutes ; which feems the more exact, as it nearly agrees with that afligned by Albiruni 
the aflronomer, a native of Karazm, and adopted by Uleg-beigh, viz. forty-two de¬ 
grees feventeen minutes s . 

The fame Englilh traveller, who travelled through Karazm in his way to Boghar. 
or Bokhara, mentions two or three other places in the country, as Mangullave, Sel- 
lizure, and Kait. 

Mangullave * is a very good port in forty-five degrees of latitude, twelve leagues 
within a bay. Both governor and people proved very bad, doubling the price of car¬ 
riages and provifions. 

Sellizure 7 , twenty-four days’ journey of the karavan from Mangullave, and two 
from Urjenz, was a caftle, where then relided the king, called Azim Khan s , with 
three of his brothers, ft is feated on a high hill. The palace was built of earth, not 
ftrong, and made a poor figure. 

To the fouth of the caftle the land is low, but very fertile, producing many good 
fruits, particularly one called a dinie: it is very large, and full of moiflure, the peo¬ 
ple eating it after meat intlead of drink. There is another called karbus 9 the fize 
of a great cucumber, yellow, and fweet as fugar. Here is alfo a certain corn, called 
jegur, whofe llalk is much like a fugar-cane, and as high, but the grain like rice, grow¬ 
ing at the top like a duller of grapes. The water that ferveth all this country is drawn 
bv canals out of the Ox us 19 ; fo that it falleth not into the Cafpian Sea, as formerly ; 
and in a Ihort time all that land is likely to become a wildcrnels for want of water 11 ; 
which prediction of the author has come to pafs. 

Tuk is a little town, fix leagues to the north-eall of Urjenz, at a fmall di (lance from 
the fouthem bank of the Khefel. 

Khaytik lies toward the borders of Great Bukharia, half a day’s journey from the 
river Khefel. It is the bell town in all Karazm, next to Urjenz; yet the houfes are 
no better than miferable cabins, being as inconvenient within as without. 


* Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 440, et feq. 1 He writes Uigence. 3 Purchas Filgr. 

vol. iii. p. 236 , et feq. 1 In a table at the end of his voyage, in Hakluyt, vol. 1. page 335, but 

omitted by Purchas. 4 See the tables of Abu’lfeda, before-mentioned. 6 This ieems to 

lie near the mouth of the northern branch of the Amu. There is another port more to the fouth, not 
unlike it in name. r Perhaps, Saltfaray, a pleafnre houfe, ' In the tranflation of 

Abu’lghiizi’s Hiftory, written Hadfim. or Hajim: but we are told, lie redded at W'zir, and was that 
year made Khan. 3 Or arbus, before deferibed. ” Or, Amu. “ Purchas as be- 
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The neighbouring country is fertile enough, but very ill cultivated. However, one 
fees there fome vines, which the Sarts, who dwell in this town, take care of. They 
make alfo a fort of red wine, which is pretty good. 

Wazir is fituate towards the northern bank of the river Am ft; but, like the reft 
of the towns, is at prefent very inconfiderable. 

Kumkala is a fmall town in the middle of Karazm, to the north of Wazir; but not 
worth taking notice of. 

The town of Kaht (Kath, or Kit ‘) is fituate on the north fide of the Khefel, to¬ 
wards Great Bukharia, and is of no confideration, but ou account of its pafiage over 
that river, though once the capital city. There were two of the name. 

Hazarafb, fituate upon the north fide of the Khefel, is alfo become inconfiderable 
fince it fell into the hands of the Uzbeks. 

Mankiffidak is a fmall town upon the fhore of the Cafpian Sea, on the north fide of 
the mouth of the fouthern branch of the river Ami. The town itfelf is inconfiderable, 
confifting of about feven hundred houfes, or rather pitiful cabins, built of earth : but 
its port is magnificent, and the only one to be found in all that fea. As it is large, 
fecure, and deep, it would, in any other hands but thofe of the Tatars, foon be¬ 
come a place of confiderable trade; but, at prefent, feldom any lhips arrive there. 
The town is inhabited only by Turkmans, who can bear the neighbourhood of the fea 
better than the Uzbeks \ 

There are feveral other towns in Karazm mentioned by- Abu’lghazi Khan 3 : befides, 
the Uzbeks of this country have fome others in Khorafan, which, by degrees, they 
conquered from the Perfians; as, Duruhn, Nafay, Iburd, Mahana, Bagabad, Yaurfurdi, 
and Maru. But, in all probability, Nadhir-lhah, the prefent king of Perfia, recovered 
them all fome years ago. 

SECT. Ilf .—the inhabitants of karazm : their manners and customs. 

KARAZM is inhabited at prefent by three forts of people; the Sarts, the Turk¬ 
mans, and the Uzbek Tatars. With regard to the firft of thefe, our author, 
Bentinck, fays only, that they are the ancient inhabitants of the country 4 , and fup- 
port themfelves, like the Turkmans, by their cattle and hufbandry. But he is more 
particular in treating of the 0 her two nations, 

1. Of the Turkmans. 

Turkmans, original :—T’Wq Branches.—Oriental Turkmans, once powerful—Their Perfcns;—Way of 
living ;—CharaSler and Number ;—Divided into Tribes. 

THE Turkmans, or Turkomans, as our hiftorians call them, came originally 
from Turkeftan. They feparated from the Kanklis, with whom they dwelt in that coun¬ 
try towards the eleventh century, with an intent to feek their fortune fomewhere elfe : 
and fettled in Karazm long before the Tatars, as Abu’lghazi Khan relates. 

They divided into two parties; of which one went round the north fide of the Caf¬ 
pian Sea, and fettled in the weftern parts of Armenia ; from thence called the country 
of the Turkomans s . Bentinck will have it, that the Othman Turks, if they be Turks, 
(for he fays they are a mixture of feveral nations) mult derive themfelves from this 

Abu’lfeda calli it Kath ; Jenkinfon, Kait ; and only fays it is a caftle, where Soltan Sara-met refided, 
Purch, Filgr. vol. iii. p. 237. : Hiftory of the Turks, S;c. p. 4^2, et feq. 3 The fame, 

P- 2 35 > and elfewhere. * Thefe fall under the donomination of Tajiks, implying traders, or a Am¬ 

ple fort of people; a nick-name given by the Uzbeks even to the Perfians. ■ Or Turkomania. 
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weftera branch : but in this he feenis to be mifkken, it being generally agreed, that 
they came into Perfia with the family of Seljuk, and fettled at Makhan, or Mahan, 
near Maru Shahi-jehan in Khorafan ; from whence, upon the irruption of the Moguls, 
under Jenghiz Khan, about the year 1219, they removed towards Natolia, where 
their kingdom firft began under Ortogrul, or rather Othman, in the year 1288 

The fecond party turned fouth, and fettled about the banks of the river Amu, and 
the Ihore of the Cafpian Sea 1 y where they ftill pnffefs a great number of towns and 
villages in the country of Aftrakan and Karazm. This branch of the Turkmans has 
been hilherto'unknown to the European hiftorans and geographers, although they are 
much more numerous at prefent than that of the wefteni Turkmans. On this occaiion, 
the Englilh tranllator obferveS, that thofe who have given extracts from the eaftern 
writers, take little notice of them; and, that others relate no more of them than what 
occurs in the Byzantine, and fuch weftern hiftorians who lived at too great a diftance 
to be acquainted with their affairs. 

He adds, that there fprung from this branch of the Turks, or Turkmans, (for the 
Turkmans and Turks, fays the tranllator, feem to differ only as the wandering Arabs, 
called Bed wins, do from thofe who dwell in cities) three great dynafties of princes, who 
had under their dominions all the countries from the Archipelago as far as the Indies; 
namely, the three branches of the family of Seljuk, who reigned at the fame time, in 
Iran, or Perfia at large, Kerman and Rum, or Natolia; to the laft of which the 
Othman Soltans owe their greatnefs. 

The Turkmans of this latter branch, according to Bentinck, are Ihaped much like 
the former; that is, are tall and robuft, with fquare, flat faces, only they are much 
fwarthier, and have a greater refemblance of the Tatars. In fummer they wear long 
gowns of calico, or thick cloth: and in winter the like gowns of iheep-lkin. 

Cattle and hulbandry afford them fubfiftence, according to the different parts they 
poffefs. In winter they dwell in towns and villages about the river Amll, and towards 
the fhores of the Calpian Sea; and in fummer they encamp where they can find the 
bell paftures and good water. They are all Mohammedans. Such of them as are fettled 
in the country of Aftrabad generally followed the Perfian fe£t; but thofe who dwell 
in Karazm conform with the Uzbek Tatars in fentiments of religion: Though nei¬ 
ther one nor the other give themfelves much trouble about it. 

They are exceedingly turbulent, fubmitting with great difficulty to the Tatar yoke. 
They are very brave, and, at leaft, as good horfemen, but not fo great robbers, as the 
Uzbeks; by whom being treated as conquered fubjefts, they are obliged to pay them 
tribute, and fuffer feveral other impofitions from thofe rigid mailers; to which, chiefly, 
is to be imputed that great animofity which they bear them : but the Turkmans, who 
dwell under the dominion of the Perfians, are much better treated. Both together 
may amount to about an hundred thoufand families. 

Thefe people are ftill divided into tribes, like all the other branches of the Turkifh 
nationy and their chiefs enjoy the fame prerogatives 3 . 

Abu’lghazi Khan, who was a great enemy to the Turkmans, and deftroyed great 
numbers of them, from time to time, mentions them on feveral occafions, fometimes 
according to the countries they inhabited, as, the Turkmans of Mankiffilak," Abu’lkham 
and Dehiftan 4 , which laft territory belongs to Perfia j but oftener by the names of 
their tribes; of which the chief are; 1. Adakli Khiffer-ili y thefe dwell on both fides 

- HHlory of the Turks, as before, p. 413, ct feq. : Jenfcinfon fonnd them pofleifed of all 

the coaft from Manguflave, where he landed, till he left the fere, four days before he reached Seilizurc. 

» Hiltory of the Turks, &c. p. 426. etfeq. and 397. * P, 235 of hi* Hiftory . 
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of the Amu, from the province of Pifliga to that of Karakizet2. Ali-ili, inhabiting 
from the province of Karakizet to the mountain of Abu’Ikhan. 3. Ti-u-azi, who pof- 
fefs the reft of the banks of the Amu, from Abu’Ikhan to the fea; thefe three tribes- 
are furnamed Utzil *. Belides them we meet with the following, viz- Taka, Sank,. 
Yamut, Irfari, Khorafan-Saluri \ (thefe five, formerly, were but one tribe) Itzki 
Saluri, Hafanlkdur, Dfaudur, Arabaz, Koldan, Adakli + , Karamit 5 , and fome others 
lefs confiderable 6 . 

Jenkinfon remarks, that all the country, from the CaFpianSea to Urjenz, is called 
the land of Turkman; and, that the inhabitants, between the fea. and the caftle of 
Sellizure, and of all the countries about the Cafpian, live without town or houfe in 
the open fields ; removing, from place to place in great companies with their cattle V 

2. Of the Uzbek Tartars. 

Name and Origin.—Uzbek Tribes.—Way of living.—Encamp for Conveniency of making 
Roads.—Their Money.—Their Cattle, and Diet.—Arms and Pa/lime. 

THE name of Uzbeks, which the Tatars of Karazm and Great Bukharia bear at 
prefent, is derived from Uzbek Khan of Kipjak, as related by Abu’lghazi Khan V 
and this culiom of affirming the name of the prince, to denote the univerfal afle&ion 
of his fubjefts, has always been in ufe with the inhabitants of Tatary. Witnefs the 
names of the Moguls, or Mongols, that of Tatars, and many others. 

When Ilbars Soltan was invited by the inhabitants of Urjenz to come and take pof- 
feffion of Karazm the Uzbeks poffeffed all the country of Kipjak eaftward. to the 
river Irtilh, and fouthwards as far as the river Sir; befides Great Bukharia, which they 
had newly fubdued under the conduct of Shahbakht Soltan :. this prince had alfo 
taken Urjenz, the capital of Karazm. However, only a finall number of Uzbeks had 
fetded in the country; till Ilbars brought the reft of them out of Kipjak. 

The body of Uzbek Tatars, in Karazin and Great Bukharia, is compofed out of 
the four tribes of the Vigurs, Naymans, Durmans, and Kunkurats. On this occafion, the 
Englifh tranflator obferves, that the two firft were of the four, given to Sheybani Khan, 
fon of Juji Khan, as related by Abu’lghazi Khan ; and, that if. all the inhabitants of 
Kipjak took the name of Uzbeks from Uzbek Khan, it is ftrange none but thofe four 
tribes fhould retain it. Nor is there any accounting why the Tatars of Krim are not 
called Uzbeks, but by fuppofing either that the name extended only to thofe four 
tribes, or, that the reft of the Tatars changed it, according to their culiom before- 
mentioned. 

The Sarts and Turkmans live by their cattle ^nd hufbandry : but the Uzbeks, for the 
moll part, by rapine; refembling, in all refpects, thofe of Great Bukharia, excepting 
that they are far lefs polite, and more reftlefs. They dwell in winter in the towns and vil¬ 
lages which are towards the middle of Karazin; and in fummer, the greater part of them 
encamp about the river Amu, and in other places where they can find good paftures for 
their cattle; waiting fome favourable opportunity to rob and deftroy. They are perpetually 
making incurfions upon the neighbouring territories of Perfia, or Great Bukharia; and 
neither peace nor truce can reftrain them, in regar d the Haves and plunder, which they 
carry off on thofe occafions, are all their riches. 

' P. 236. 1 P. 236, and 239, 3 238, * P. 238. 1 P. 236. • p. 238. 

’ Purclias, Pilgr. vol. iii. p. 237. 8 Hiftojy of the Tltfks, as before, p. J97. * i>ee 

Abulghizi Khan's Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 226. 
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Though one finds excellent pafture in divers part of the country, towards the banks 
of the Khefd ; yet the Uzbeks rarely move thither with their cattle in fuminer, becaufe 
there is nothing to plunder on that fide: The Kara Kalpaks, who are their northern 
■neighbours being as dextrous in the bufinefs as themfetves ; and that what they can 
Heal from one another is not worth the trouble of going for: befides, the Mohammedan 
Tatars do not invade one another, unlefsat open war together. As for the Cahnuks 
(or Eluths) who border on Karazm, to the north-caft, they ufually remove towards 
■the beginning of fummer from the borders of the Mohammedan 1 atars, that they may 
not be expoled to their incur lions ; and do not return till winter, when the rains and 
fnow have rendered the roads impaffable on that fide. 

Wherefore, none hut the Sam and Turkmans reap the benefit of the paftures. The 
former feek thofe which lie eaftward, towards Great Bukharia; and the lurkmans go 
in quell of them which lie towards the mouth of the Amu, and the Hi ore of the Caf- 
pian Sea: but the Uzbeks often incamp about the lidcs of that river; where they are 
at hand to throw themfelves into the Perfian provinces on the firft occafion which 
offers, and carry off wherewithal to make good cheer in winter. Although the Uzbeks 
have fixed habitations, yet, in travelling from one place to another, they carry with 
them all their effects of value, like the Eluths and Mongols, according to the way of 
living of their anceftors, before they had fettled dwellings. 

There is a piece of money called Tanga', current both in Karazm and Great Buk¬ 
haria. It is large, and, the author believes, the only filver money coined by the Khans 
of thefe provinces. This coin, which is pretty fine, and worth near the fourth part of 
a crown, is round ; having on one fide the name of the Khan, and on the other that 
of the country, with the year of the Hejrah. The reft of the money made in this coun¬ 
try, confifts in fmall pieces of copper of different forts, which anfiver to our pence, 
halfpence, and farthings. The money of Perfia paffes alfo in thefe provinces, efpecially 
towards the borders of Karazm Jenkinfon fays, thefe people have not the ufe of 
gold, filver, or any other coin: but barter their cattle for necefiaries: perhaps he fpeaks 
of the Turkmans only. 

The fame author obferves, that the inhabitants living between the Cafpian Sea and 
Urjenz (including, without doubt, the Uzbeks as well as Turkmans) have abundance 
of camels, horfes, and Iheep, both tame and wild. Their Iheep are very large, with 
great tails, weighing fixty or eighty pounds. There are many wild horfes, which the 
Tatars frequently kill with their hawks. Thefe birds are lured to feize upon the head 
or neck of the "bead; which being tired at length, with endeavouring to get rid. of 
this cruel enemy, the hunter, who follows his game, then comes up and kills him. 
In all this land there groweth no grafs, but a certain brulh, or heath, which yet is very 
fattening. 

They have no bread: they neither till nor fow. They are great devourersof flelh, 
which they cut in fmall pieces, and eat it greedily by handfuls, efpecially horfe-flefli. 
Their chief drink is four mare’s milk, like that of the Nagays; with which they will 
be drunk. They have no rivers nor places of water in this country, from Manguflave, 
where the author landed, to the bay, where he arrived, twenty ftages diftant, except 
fome wells of brackifh water, more than two days’ journey afunder. They eat their 
meat upon the ground, fitting with their legs double under them ; which is their pofture 
alfo when they pray. 

The Tatars never ride without their bow, arrows, and fword ; although it be in hawk¬ 
ing or any other pleafure. They have no arts or fciences among them, but live an idle life; 
fitting round in great companies in the fields, and paffmg their time in idle difcourfe *. 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c, £.418, et Teq 
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SECT. IV.- THE GOVERNMENT AND REVOLUTIONS OF KARAZM. 

The Khan's Authority.—Power of the Princes .— Factions in the State ;—its Forces . 

Antiquity of Karaztn ; — conquered by the Arabs , and Seljuk Turks t Karazmian Em¬ 
pire /— Conquejl by Jenghiz Khan ; — by the Uzbeks. 

THIS country is ufually divided among divers princes of the fame houfe, of whom, 
notwithftanding, only one bears the title of Khan, with a kind of fuperiority over 
the others, juft as he has fkill to improve it. His refideace is in the city of Urjenz, 
though during the fummer he commonly encamps on the banks of the river Amu; and 
as his camp is called Khiva, his fubjefts are commonly termed the Tatars of Khiva 
This Khan is fovereign in his own dominions, and does not, in any wife, depend upon 
him of Great Bukharia, or any other power \ 

Jenkinfon obferves, that when he was in this country J , in 1558, it was in the hands 
of fix brothers, one of whom, called Azim 4 , had the title of Khan ; but adds, that 
he was little obeyed, except in his own territory, and where he dwelt s : for that each 
would be king of his own portion, and one brother fought continually to deftroy another, 
having no natural love among them, as being born of different women, and commonly 
the children of Haves. Every Khan and Soltan hath at leaft four or five wives, befides 
concubines. When thefe brethren are at war together (as they are feldom otherwife) 
the vanquilhed, in cafe he be not flam, flies to the defart with his followers, and there 
lives by robbing the karawans, and all they meet with, till he is ftrong enough to invade 
fome of his brothers again e . 

Nor is it very difficult to bring this about; for Bentinck takes notice, that as the 
Turkmans, who were the firft occupants, are always in oppofition to the Uzbeks, the 
princes of the reigning houfe know how to make ufe of this jealoufy, and draw to their 
fide the faction which thinks itfelf neglected by the Khan; and it is to this extreme 
facility of making a party, that thofe troubles, which continually diffract Karazm, are 
chiefly owing. 

This ftate can, with eafe, fet on foot forty or fifty thoufand good horfe. What 
Abu’Ighazi Khan reports of his infantry, and mulketeers 7 , ihews, that he had pro¬ 
fited by his imprifonment in Perfiaj for before his time, that way of fighting was quke 
unknown to the Uzbeks: nor do they feem to have retained that ufage, fince at 
prefent they go to war only on horfeback, like the other Tatars, and it is very rare to 
fee fire-arms with them 

We meet with no connected account of the kings of Karazm, before the time of the 
Uzbeks, whofe hiftoryis given at large by Abu’Ighazi Khan. But the Englilh tranf- 
lator has, in fome meafure, fupplied the defeft, by the following general Iketch. In 
the days of Herodotus (according to our author) it was fubjeft to Perfia, being one of 
the provinces over which Darius placed Satrapas ; but nothing material concerning it 
occurs, till it was poffeffed by the Arabs in the year 680 % and for a long time after, 
farther than that it had a governor, like the reft of the countries conquered by them: 
yet it is likely upon the declenfion of the power of the Khalifas, when the governors 


* That is by the Ruffians, as before obferved, p. 478. b. = Hiftory of the Turks, See p a Z , et 
fcq. * He nowhere names it. 4 I„ Abu’lghazi’s Hiftory, Hadfim, or Halim. * He 

dwelt then at Sclliznre, two or three ftages well of Urjenz, of which latt Ah Soltan was Kins, as he 
calls him. * Parch. Pligr. P- 237- 7 P- 357 * of his Hiftory. ® Hiftoiy of the Turks, 
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feized the provinces under their care, that Karazm afted like the reft, and was as early 
as any of them in fetting up for itfelf; though in the hiftories hitherto come to ouf 
knowledge, we meet with no king of that country before Mamun-ibn Mohammed, who 
reigned fome time after the year 995 1 : for a little while before that, we find 1 Abu 
Abdalla governor of it; but it does not appear for whom. At length it fell under 
the dominion of Sol tan Mahmud Gazni, King of Khorafan, who, after the death of 
Mamun-ibn Mamun, in 1016 3 , took that kingdom from the ufurper, and made it a 
province of his empire 4 . 

Karazm continued in this ftate under the families of Gazni and Seljuk, fucceflively, 
till upon the death of Malek Shah, otherwife called Jalaraddin, third Soltan of the 
Seljuk Turks, in 1092 s : Kothbaddin 6 , then governor, taking advantage of the broils 
which enfoed upon the death of that great monarch, aifumed the title of king 7 : but 
that title was better eftablilhed by his fon andfucceffor Mohammed, fumamed Atfiz s j 
though not without great oppoUtion from Soltan Sanjar, fon of Malek Shah, who 
often reduced him to a dependency. But it was Takafh, the fixth Soltan of this 
dynafty, who firmly eftablilhed the empire of the Karazmians, by the fall of that of the 
Turks; which he put an end to in Perfia, by the death of Togrul Arflan, in 1193, or 
1196 9 ; and added the dominions of that unfortunate prince to his own. His fon, 
Kothb addin Mohammed, extended the empire yet farther by the conqueft of all 
Perfia and Mawara’lnahr; and was the greateft prince in Alia at the time that 
Jenghiz Khan invaded him in 1 1 18 *% and deprived him of his dominions. 

As Jagatay Khan had but part of Karazm in his fhare of his father’s dominions ”, 
it looks as if the whole country had not been fubdued, or at leaft, that part of it revolted, 
and became independent. Be that as it will, it is very probable, that on the declenfion 
of the power of the Khans of Jagatay ", upon the death of Ghazan Khan, in 1348 I3 , 
if not before, Karazm either fet up a king of its own, or fell a prey to fome other 
power 14 : for, in the time of Timur-begh, we find it pofleffed by Hufiayn Sofi, fon of 
Yanghaday, of the hord of Kongorat ”, one of the four Uzbek tribes which poflefs 
Karazm and Great Bukhara, What is ftill more remarkable, it is called a great em¬ 
pire’ 6 , and continued in that family till conquered by Timur, in 1379, and 1388 ' 7 ; 
when he razed the capital to the ground, and fowed it with barley, as before related 1 
but, three years after, he reftored both the city and kingdom to the condition it had 
been in before. 

Karazm continued afterwards under the defendants of Timur-begh, in Mawara’lnahr 
and Khorafan, on which it was then dependent, till the famous Shahbakht Soltan fub- 
duing thofe two provinces, with his Uzbeks, about the year 1498 it fell of courfe 
into the hands of that conqueror. Soon after, Shahbakht being defeated and flam by 
Shah Ifmael Sofi, in 1510 % Karazm came once more under the dominion of Perfia. 
But, about two years after, the inhabitants revolting againft the governors, fent for Ilbars 
Soltan, who, coming with his Uzbeks (out of Turkeftan) was proclaimed Khan, 

• Of tlie Hejrah 38;. 3 Texcira, p. 260. 3 Hejrah 407. 4 Abu’lfaraj Hift. Dynaft. 

p. 220; and D’Herbelot, p. C34. 1 Hejrah 489. 6 Who had fucceeded his father 

Buftekin, formerly Have to Balkatekin, his predcceffor ; but advanced, by Malek Shab, in the govern¬ 
ment of Karazm. 1 Dc la Croix’s Hift. Jenghiz Khan, p. 129. H’Herbelot. p. 276. * D’Herb. 

art. Atfiz. 9 Hejrah 590, or 593. Hcjrah 61 y. 11 Hiftory of Timur-begh, p. 307. 

Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 165. '* So the countries fubjeA to Jagatay were called after him. 

'I Hejrah 749. 14 Hiftory of Timur-begh, p. 147. 11 Or, Kimkurat; in the original. Gon- 

kegrat. See He la Croix’s Hiftory of Timur-begh, p. 147- 15 Hiftory of Timur-begh, p.148. 

’’ Hejrah 781, and 790. *’ Hejrah 904. ** Hejrah 916. 
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in i 512 r , at Wazir 3 ; and his defendants have continued ever fince in poffeffion of 
the country 

SECT. V.- THE HISTORY OF THE UZBEK KHANS OF RARA2M. 

Abu'Ighdzi Khan's Hiftory : — its Defects^ and Advantages; —Ufe to Geography. 

Introduction. —The following account of the Uzbek Khans of Karazm is ex- 
traded from the hiftory of AbuMghazi Khan, of the fame country. It makes the ninth 
part of his hiftory 4 , which [is nearly equal to all the reft of his work ; and as it is the 
moll copious, fo it is the molt complete part of the whole. One would be apt to 
think, fays the Englifh tranflator, that no part of the Tatar hiftory fttould be unknown 
to a Tatar prince, who profeffes to write the hiftory of them : and yet it is plain, he 
was but little acquainted with the Khans, the immediate fucceffors of Jenghiz Khan* 
in the empire of the Moguls, who reigned in Great Tatary, breaking off with Kqplai 
Khan, the fourth emperor : he breaks off as abruptly with Amir Timur (or Tamerlan), 
without Informing us who were his fucceffors in Ma-wara^nahr, till it was conquered 
by Shahbakht Soltan, above fourfcore years after. 

Of all the Khans who had reigned in Kafhgar of the race of Jenghiz Khan, he men¬ 
tions none but Togalak Timur Khan, and his fon Kezra Khoja Khan, who fucceeded 
Amir Timur: but as for thofe who came after Kezra Khoja Khan, he only obferves, that 
they were of his pofterity: nay, he confeffes himfelf ignorant of the fucceffors ofHaji 
Gheray, Khan of Kipjak (who died about 1475) farther than that the Khans of Krim 
are fprung from one of his fons ; although the Khans of Karazm, and Great Bukharia, 
are collateral branches of the fame family, being all defended from Juji Khan, fon of 
Jenghiz Khan, One might have expedted this author would have carried back the 
hiftory of his country into its flourifhing rimes, and given an account of the empire of 
the Karazmians, which continued for about one hundred and thirty-eight years, under 
feven, fame fay nine monarchs, and was not inferior to that of the Moguls for ex¬ 
tent, when Jenghiz Khan invaded Soltan Mohammed. 

There is alfo, in this hiftory, an omiffion of feveral other fucceffions, particularly 
thofe of Turkiftan, the Kalmuks (or Eluths) and the Mongols ; befides, the dates of 
reigns are very rarely mentioned : but thefe defeats are recompenced by a recital of a 

5 real many particulars, which are to be met with no where elfe } for, befides a clrcum- 
:antial hiftory of the Uzbeks, his anceftors, who have reigned over Karazm fince Shah 
Bakht Soltan conquered it, we have intermixed with it, in a good meafure, that of 
Ma-wara’Inahr alfo, onoccafion of the almoft continual wars between thefe two neigh, 
touring dates - by means of which we are able to reftify feveral miftakes in the hiftory 
of the Uzbek Khans, who have reigned in that country, taken from the Perfian hifto- 
rians \ and to bring ihein down to the time of our author. To this may be added 
feveral particulars, occafionally mentioned, relating to the form of government, manner 
►of fighting, and other aiftums among the Tatars. 

With regard to the geography of Karazm, to which before we were almoft entirely 
ftrangers, there is not a town, or fcarce any place of note in that country, but what is 

1 Hejrah ; but in the original it is 911, winch muft be a miftake. 2 See Hiftory of the 

Turks, See p. 226. 3 The fame, p t 420, et feq. + See Green, p. 407* note p. 5 By 

Tchteira, De la Croix^D* Her helot, and fome others. 
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mentioned upon occafion of fome warlike aftion or other, or of the frequent partitions 
that have been made of them. We knew not, before this author difcovered it to us, 
that the river Amu divides itfelf into two branches in the country of Karazm ; and that 
one of them having quitted its ancient courfe to the Cafpian Sea, turns northward, and 
throws itfelf into the lake of Aral. As in the fecond part there is a large account of 
the Turkifli herds, fo the ninth contains many notitia relating to the Turkman tribes *, 
The reader will find, by this critique on our author, that when we have laid before him 
the following fummary of the Uzbek Khans of Karazm, we Until have given hi in an 
abftraft of the moil valuable parts of his genealogical hiftory of the Turks, or (as it is 
called by his tranflators) of the Tatars. 

i. The Khans of Kipjak, and Origin of the Uzbeks. 

Zuzi Khan. — Batu Khan. — Burga Khan. — Mengu Timur Khan. — Tuda Mengu Khan. — 

Uzbek Khan. — Janibek Khan. — Birdibek Khan. — Ur us Khan ..— Tohlamijh Khan. — Kawrckik 

Khan, — hiajt Garay Khan. 

TO deduce the hiftory of the Uzbek Khans of Karazm with greater diftin&nefs, it 
will be neceflary to afeend as high as Zuzi, or Juji 1 Khan, eldeft fon of Jenghiz 
Khan, who, as it hath been already obferved, fettled in Kipjak, and died before his- 
father \ On the news of this accident, Jenghiz Khan fent his own brother to create 
Batu, Khan of that country, in his father Zuzi’s Head. Soon after the conqueror him- 
felf dying, Batu (or Batu Saghin Khan, as our author names him) having left Togay 
Timur, his youngeft brother, regent, went with the other five to Karakoram 4 , to 
afiift in the election of Ugaday, or Oktay Khan, whom they afterwards followed in his 
expedition againft Kitay. Ugaday, pleafed with the bravery of Batu, at his return gave 
him a numerous army to fubdue the Urus’s, Cherkas, and Bulgars s ; which having 
done, and filled the weft with the fame of his great exploits, he returned to Kok-orda, 
the capital of Dafiit Kipjak fi , where he died fome time after. 

His brother Burga, who fucceeded by the choice of his fubje&s (and reigned with 
much glory, dreaded by his neighbours) going fome time after to vifit Koplay Khan, 
whofe confent he had obtained 7 , he was fo touched with the difeourfe of fome Buk- 
harian merchants whom he met on. the road, that at his return he ordered his fubjefts 
to embrace Mohammedifm, having brought over his brother Togay Timur on the way: 
but he died before he could accomplifti his defign, after a reign of twenty-five years. 

He was fucceeded by his brother Mengu Timur, a prince of much courage and con* 
duff. This Khan gave a branch of the tribe of Akorda to Bahadur Khan, fon of his 
brother Sheybani Khan ; and to Oran Khan, fon of Togay Timur, the cities of Kaffa 
and Krim, After this, marching againft the Bulgars, in two years he made eonfiderable 
conquefts on that fide. Then turning towards Iran 8 , Abka * Khan, who reigned 
there, came to an amicable agreement with him, which continued during his life.. After 
his death Ahmed, fon of Hulaku Khan, who had embraced Mohammedifm, having ob- 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c, pref* p* lt f etfeq. 3 Written alfoChucbi and Tu/ht, 3 See 

Green, p. 428* a ; and 444* b. 4 In the original, Karakum. 5 Ruffians, Chirkaffiana, and 

Bulgarians, which lad dwelt on the eafl fide of the Wolga, about Samara. * Or, the plain of Kip¬ 

jak, this being a levels country, like one extended large plain. It is called aIfo Kipchak, or Kapchak. 

7 Koplay reigned at Karakoram, and though the empire of Jenghiz Khan was divided into three or four 
parts, their Khans depended ou him as the grand Khan, or Khaan, as fame ftyle him, 6 Or, Perfik 

at large, 9 0 r> Abaka, as others fpdl the name. 
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tained the crown of Iran, Argun, fon of Abka, flew him, and afcended the throne. At 
this news Mengu Timur Khan fent an army of eighty thoufand men towards the fron¬ 
tiers of that country ; but being met by Argun with alt his forces, it was defeated at 
Karabagh; which fo afflicted Mengu Timur, that foon after he died 

His fucceffor was Tuda Mengu, fon of Batu Saghin Khan. As this prince overloaded 
his fubjecfcs with taxes, Toktagu, fon of Mengu Timur Khan, thought it his duty to 
reprefent to him the injuftice of fuch condud: but Tuda Mengu took it fo ill, that the 
other was obliged to leave the country. However, returning not long after with a 
powerful army, Tuda Mengu loft both the battle and his life. Hereupon Toktagu got 
himfelf acknowledged Khan of the Kipjaks. He reigned fix years with great applaufe, 
and conquered many neighbouring cities : but dying in the midft of his victories, he 
was b6ried at Sharifarayzik, purfuant to his laft directions. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Uzbek Khan j who, though but thirteen years old, 
reigned with great prudence. He introduced the Mohammedan worlhip throughout 
his dominions : and this it was gave rife to the name of Uzbeks, which his fubjects took 
from him. He tried his fortune twice againft Abufayed Khan of Iran to no purpofe, 
and died at his return from the fecond expedition. 

His fon Janibek % who was a good prince, fixed his court at Sharifarayzik. Malek 
Aftiraf, fon of Timur Tafh, who had ufurped the throne of Adhirbijan, in Perfia, 
reigning tyrannically, a prieft, who had fled with others into Kipjak, wrought fo upon 
Janibek, by a minatory fermon, that the Khan, inftantly affembling all his forces, 
marched againft Afliraf; who being overthrown and killed, his treafure, amounting, in 
gold and jewels only, to four hundred camel-loads, were divided among the Uzbeks. 
He died foon after his return, in 1356 \ having reigned feven years. 

Birdibek, his fon, who had been left to govern the Perfian provinces, repairing to 
Kipjak, two years after, was received as Khan, purfuant to his father’s defire. This 
prince giving himfelf up to tyranny and a brmifli life, put to death all his relations, for 
fear any of them ftiould attempt to dethrone him : fo that dying in 1360 ", the effect 
of his debaucheries, there was none left of Mengu Timur’s pofterity to fucceed him. 

Hereupon, Urus Khan, the fourth in defeent from Togay Timur before mentioned, 
feized the turone, and reigned peaceably for fome years; till, at length, Toktamifh s , 
another descendant of Toga, in the fame degree, attempted to difpoffefs him; but 
being beaten, fled to Amur Timur, who reigned at Samarkant in Mawara’lnahr. 
Urus Khan followed him at a great rate; of which Idighi Mangap 6 giving Timur 
notice, he fent Toktarn ifli with a numerous army ; who gaining the battle, in which the 
Khan had loft his life, he found no difficulty of obtaining his ends in 1375 7 . Yet, 
after this, taking the opportunity when Amur Timur was with all his forces invading 
Iran, he entered Mawara’lnahr, and, having reduced Samarkant, caufed many of the 
inhabitants to be flam. On the news of Timur’s approach he retreated ; but was fo 
hotly purfued by the other, that he was overtaken on the banks of the Atel (_or Wolga) 
and his army defeated in fpite of his refolution s and conduct. 

Toktamifh left tight fonsbut Kaverchick, Ion of Unis Khan, feized the throne. 
His fon Barak fucceeded him. After whom, Makhmar, defeended from Togoy Timur, 
by his fon Awaz Timur, got poffeffion; but he dying, Abufayd, furnamed Jarnbek Khan* 

* Hillory of the Torts, &c. p. 193, et feq. = In the tranflations, Dfanibck. - Hejrah 758. 

4 Hejrah 762. 5 Or, Tokatmilh, as in the Hiftory of Timur Bek «• He is called Avdeku 

for Idiku) in the hiftory of Timur Bek, ml. j. p . 1S2. ' ’ Hejrah 777, » This Khan brat the 

Ruffians feveral times, and took from the Czar Demetrius Ivanowitz, the towns of Mofcow, and Whlo- 
itimer, ttt 1382. 

fon 


10 


ACCOUNTS OF INDEPENDENT TATARY. 


357 

fon of Barak Khan, enjoyed the fceptre. He left cine fons; from the fifth of whom, 
named Janifli Sokan, the Uzbeks fay, the Khans of Turkeftan are defcended His 
fuccdfor was Ghiathaddin fon of Timurtafli, fon of Makhmat Kiiau; and after 
him reigned his fon Haji Garay, who had eight fons, viz. Dawlatyar, Nur Dawlat 
Khan, Hayder Khan, Kiitluk Sam man, Kildifh, Mengii Garay Khan, Yamgurzi, and 
Awaz Timur. Thefe, at their father’s death, divided his dominions; but did not enjoy 
them long, for the Ruffians feized all the country of Kipjek in 1553 *: from which 
time we hear no more of the defeendants of Haji Garay, farther than that the 
Khans of Krim are fprung from him 3 . 

1. Hiftory of the Uzbeks , till their Settlement in Karazm. 

Batu Saghin Khan ; — his Cmqitijls in Europe—She fasti Khan. — Abulgayir Khan. — Arabfioh.— 

Yadtgar Khan. 

ZUSI Khan * (eldeft fon of .Tenghiz Khan, who fettled in Kipjak during his father's 
life) had formed the defign of making war upon the Cherkas s , Bafhirs *, Urus's 
and other bordering nations; and for that end had caufed a prodigious quantity of pro- 
vifions to be gotten ready : but death preventing him, Jenghiz Khan refolved, that 
Batu, fon of Zuzi, called by our author Batu Saghin Khan, Ihould profecute the affair j 
and the conqueror’s death having alfo obftrutted it, Ugada (or Okta) after his return 
from his expedition into Kitay, fent Batu 6 into thofe parts with a numerous army j who 
having taken many cities from the Urus’s, at length fat down before Molkow, near 
which the Urus’s, with their allies, the Neraetzs % had intrenched themfelves. 

Batu having tried in vain, for three months, to force them, his brother Sheybani 
procured of him a reinforcement of fix thoufand men ; then caufmg all his troops to 
alight, at day-break attacked the enemy behind, while Batu charged them in front with 
fuch bravery that they fled, after lofing feventy thoufand of their bell foldiers. This 
great victory rendered the con quell of feveral other cities and provinces eafy. After 
his return, loaded with riches and glory, Orda, furnamed Itzen, eldeft fon of Zuzi, to 
reward Sheybani’s good fervices, made him aprefent of fifteen thoufand families : Batu 
did the like, and gave him all the places conquered from the Ruffians and their allies ; 
with as many people out of the tribes of the Kuris, Naymans, Karliks, and Vigurs, as 
were neceffary for the guard of thofe towns, and fupport of his court: but on con¬ 
dition that, fettling in the country, between his dominons and the lands of Orda-Itzen, 
he fhould pafs the fummer about the mountains of Aral, and the river Jaik ; and the 
winter more to the fouth, about Karakum ,0 , Arakum, and the rivers Sir and Sara Su. 
Accordingly he fent one of his fons to take poffeffion of the Ruffian and Nemetzian cities, 
where he and his defeendants dwelt; but, becaufe of the diftance, the author could not 
tell where they were fituated. 

Sheybani, who left twelve fons, was fucceeded by Bahadur his fecond; and Bahadur 
Khan by Badakul, the eldeft of his four. After Badakul Khan, his only fon Mengu 
Timur (for his wit and courage called Kutluk Mengu Timur,) afeended the .throne, 

• In the transitions, Giafudin. J Hejrah 961. ■* Hiftory of the Turks, as before, p. 197, 

ft feq- * Called alfo.Tuji, and Chuchi. * Chirkaffians. 6 Bafhkirs, a tribe of Turks, 

or Tatars, called Palkativ by Rubruquis, dwelling 1 in the north part of the kingdom of A ft rat an. 

1 Ruffians. ’ Batu, Khan of Kipjak, had accompanied Oktay in that expedition, with five of his 

brothers. * By Nemetzs, are to be underftood the Germans. Tire Arabs call Germans, Nemfiah. 

" Or, Black Land; fome defart toward Kipjak. 
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He had fix fons, from the laft of whom, Bekkondi, was defcended Kujum Khan 1 , 
who, after forty years* reign in the country of Turan *, becoming blind of age, was 
driven out by the Ruffians in 1594 3 , and retired to the Mankats \ Mengu Timur 
dying, Fulad, his third fon, fucceeded. After whofe death, his fons Dawlat Sheikh 
Oglan, and Arablhah, divided the dominions ; dwelling in fummer towards the river 
JaVk, and in winter about the Sir. 

Dawlat Sheykh had a foil named Abu’lgayir, who made himfelf formidable to all 
his neighbours. He had eleven fons. Shabadakh Soltan, the eldeft, had two : the 
elder, called Mahamet 5 , furnamed Shah-bakht; the other Mahamet Soltan, whofe 
fon, Oheyd Khan, reigned in great Bukharia. The fecond fon of Abu’lgayir was Khoja 
Mahamet j but being exceeding foolilb, the Uzbeks called him Khoja Amtintak. 
His fon Janibek was as foolifh as his father, and Ilkander Khan, Janibek’s fon, was no lefs 
fillv than his father and grandfather ; but he was very devout, and loved hunting and 
hawking. His fon was Abdalla Khan, whofe fon Abdalmumm Khan was the laft of 
that branch of Sheybani Khan ; of which two Princes, who were men of parts, men¬ 
tion will be made hereafter. 

Arab Shah, fon of Fulad, was fucceeded by his fon Haji Taulay, and had his fon 
Timur Sheykh for his fuccelfor. Timur Sheykh Khan was a Prince of great hopes, but 
reigned not long, having been killed in a rencounter with two thoufand Kalmuks*. 
Dying young, and without iflue, all his fubje&s retired to other Princes, except the 
Vigurs ; who at length coming alfo to take their leave of the Khan’s widow, Ihe informed 
them that (he was three months gone with child. Hereupon they refolved to ftay till her 
delivery ; when being brought to bed of a fon, called Yadigar, they fent word to the 
Nayinans, who returned to their obedience, having hovered about in the interim to wait 
the event; and ever fince the Vigtlrs have complimented them with the left-hand, 
which is the moll honourable poll 7 . 

Yadigar Kban had four fons. The firft, named Burga Soltan, was a Prince of much 
courage. His breaft was formed of one fingle bone. He lived in the time of Abu’l¬ 
gayir Khan, above-mentioned, who yet was much older. Abufayd Mirza, defcended 
from Amir Timur, who then reigned in Mawara 'Inahr, after flaying Abdalatif Mirza, 
over-ran the whole country, and forced his fon Mirza Mahamet Zuki to fly for refuge 
to Abu’lgayir % whofe wife was Zuki’s aunt. Some time after, news being brought 
that Abufayd had marched, with all his forces, towards Khoralan, and from thence to 
Mazanderan; Abu’lgayir fent thirty thoufand men, under Burga Soltan, with Mirza 
Mahamet Zuki, towards Tafhkant (or al Shalh), which furrendered without oppofition. 
Proceeding to Shah Rufehiya (or Fenakant) it was foon taken. They then palfed the 
Sir, and turned towards Samarkant, whofe governor Amir Mafiet, advancing to meet 
them, was entirely defeated. After this they took all the towns of the countries of 
Kuzin, Karmina and Mawara ’Inahr 

Abufayd Mirza, who on the fir ft news turned back, being arrived at Balkh, Burga 
Soltan was for preventing his partage of the Amft : but Zuki, contrary to his advice, 
repaired the Sir, and got into Shah Rukhya, which after four months’ liege, furren¬ 
dered to Abufayd in 1455 Some time after, Mufabi, who lived in the dominions 

In the tranflation* Kuizhdm Khan, 1 Rather Tttra in Siberia- 3 Hejrah 1003, 4 Or, 

Kara kalpafcs, 5 The fame as Mohammed, but much ufed in that form in Fedia. 6 It is this 

nick name which the Uzbeks have given the E laths, whom return call them Haifa f-pftruk- 7 Hlf- 

lory of the Turks, &c, p, 205, ct feq. s This happened about 1449. * Places in Great Buk- 

hiria f towards Kara^m. It is Arabic, and fignifies Tranfoxaua, or, literally, the country beyond 

the river, meaning the JM% now and is retrained commonly to Great Bukharia, “ Hejrah 36 o. 
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of Yadigar Khan, having been defeated by Khojafli Mirza, another lord, fled to Burga 
Soltan for fucconr. Burga having firft gotten his father to be proclaimed Khan, took 
the field with his troops ; and though they fuffered greatly, it being the depth of winter, 
he would not turn back till he had met with his friend’s enemy, whom he defeated 
and killed. 

Meanwhile Abu’lgayir Khan was become fo formidable to all the neighbouring Princes, 
that uniting their forces, they declared war againlt him; and having defeated his 
troops, put him to death, with fuch of his children as fell into their hands. On this 
occafion Burga Soltan, defirous to fifli in troubled water, appropriated to himfelf fome 
i lands and fubjefts belonging to Abu’lgayir Khan, notwithflanding the great friendfhip 
which had always fubiifted between them $ and that aflion cofl: hint his life: for fome 
years after Shah Bakht Soltan, returning to the dominions of his grandfather Abu'l- 
gayir, all the ancient fubjedts of that Prince came and fubmitted to him. He, for a long 
time, diffembled his refentment, waiting for an opportunity of revenge. 

At length, in 14S1 Burga Soltan having fixed his winter-quarters near his own, 
on the river Sir, Shah Bakht ordered a number of his people to attend him, under pre¬ 
tence of a hunting-match next day: but fetting forward at midnight, he of a hidden 
turned towards Burga Soltan’s camp, telling his foldiers that he was going to attack that 
Prince, and forbidding them to plunder till they had fecured his perfon. Arriving 
thither at day-break, he prefled diredtiy forward to his tents : but Burga, on hearing 
the noife, jumped out of bed, and wrapping himfelf in a robe of fable, paffed out of one 
fide of the tent as the foldiers entered the other. In this condition he fled to a pond at 
fome diftanee, and hid himfelf in the reeds, but had wounded his foot in the way. 
His purfuers having met with a Vigor of diftinaion, called Munga, he told them, that 
he was the perfon they looked for; and being alked by Shah Bakht, who eafily per¬ 
ceived the deceit, his reafons for fo afting, replied, “ He had fo many obligations to 
Burga Soltan, that he thought it his duty to rifle any thing to deliver him out of danger; 
and judged that his perfonau'ng him would create a delay that might fecure his efcape.” 

This anfwer exceedingly pleafed Shah Bakht, and gave him a high idea of that man's 
virtue : however, he fent again to fearch after Burga Soltan ; and, as it had fnowed 
that night, the foldiers happened to difeover the prints of bare feet, and following 
the tratt, found at length drops of blood, which brought them to the place where he 
lay concealed. Shah Bakht caufed him to be put to death immediately, and feized all 
his fubje&s \ 

SECT. VI.-THE UZEEK KHANS OP KARAZM ; WITH THE SEVERAL REVOLU¬ 

TIONS IN THAT STATE. 

1. The Khans from I/bars to Avanajh Khan . 

Shahbakht's Cottqufs .— Revolution in Karazm .— Mars defied Khan _ The Country fubduetL _ 

Soltan Haji Khan .— Hafpin Kuli Khan ,— D'tvifwttof Karaztn .— The Turkmans fubmit. — Buz*- 

zttga Khan's Alliance with Shah Tantajb. — Avanajh Khan - Pin Mahamet Soltan kills Mohamet 

Ghazi. — Alt Soltan fain. — Burga Soltan S Pferity forced out of Karazm : — rfared by Obeyed 

Khan. — Din Mahamet Soltan takes Kaylik : — attacks and defeats Obey'd Khan’s Army. _ An 

Uzbek Champion ; — their Princes rfared, 

BURGA SOLTAN left two fons, Ilbars and Bilbars, furnamed Bilikatz, becaufe 
he became lame in his feet by a fit of fickneis when young. Thefe two brothers were 

■ He j rah *86. ’ Hillory of the Turks, &c. p. 2 12 , et feq. 
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very brave, and lived on lands belonging to their father’s dominions as private men 
Meantime Shahbakht 1 Soltan, having grown powerful by a long train of victories over 
all the neighbouring Princes, fubdued Mawara’lnahr, driving out the defendants of 
Amir Timur 1 . Some years after Soltan Hofleyn Mirza, another of his pofterity, who 
reigned in Khorafan, dying, Shahbakht entered his dominions 3 with a powerful army; 
and having conquered the greater part of it, put all his numerous family to death ex¬ 
cepting two or three. Then he marched into Karazm, which depended on Khoraian j 
and taking Urjenz, fixed a governor there. 

Five or fix years after this fecond revolution 4 , Shah Ifmael of Perfia having entered 
thofe provinces with a numerous army, Shahbakht Soltan met him near the city of 
Maru ; but loft the battle, with his life s . Hereupon the governor of Urjenz flying, 
the Shah fent a governor to Khayuk and Ilazarafb, and two others to Urjenz and 
Wazir. The governor of this Iaft city, on his arrival, gave the principal inhabitants a 
fumptuous feaft, and made them prefents, Omar the Kadi 6 , who abfemed himfelf, 
pretending to be indifpofed, fent for fome of them next day, and reprefented, that 
their religion was in danger from this governor, Shah Ifmael having changed the faith 7 
thirteen years before. The citizens, alarmed at the thoughts of innovations, went, 
two years after, to a perfon noted for piety, in the province of Bakirgan, propofing to 
make him Khan, and cut the throats of the Perfian garrifon. But he rejected the offer, 
and advifed them to elecf Ubars, fon of Burga Soltan, whom he recommended for his 
good qualities ; having often feen him in his annual journies into the country of the 
Uzbeks % where he went to beg. 

The burghers taking the holy man’s advice, difpatched two of their number to Ilbars 
with a letter, inviting him to repair to Wazir. Ilbars fet out immediately with the 
deputies, and flopped near that city ; while the confpirators, who were the principal 
lords, caufing the inhabitants to take up arms, cut the throats of the governor and all 
his men. Next day they fet out to meet Ilbars, who being joyfully received both by 
the Sarts and Uzbeks, was proclaimed Khan in the year 1505 % which is that called 
Koy '% or the theep. Wazir had then depending on it, of all its towns, only 1 ’arfak 
and Yanghi-lhahr; which laft was given to Biibars So ban ". 

Three months after, Ilbars Khan advancing to Urjenz, defeated the governor's army > 
and entering the city, put all the Perfians, with the principal inhabitants, who had 
afiifted them, to the fword : but finding he had not men enough to fecure his con- 
quefts, moft of the Uzbeks being fubjeft to his uncles, he invited the foils of Abulak, 
and Amunak '% to lharein his fuccefs ; giving up to them Urjenz, and its dependencies, 
and returning to refide at Wazir. The new-come Princes, by their incurfions, fo 
incommoded the governors of Khayuk and Hazarafb, that they abandoned thofe towns. 
After this, they invaded Khorafan, on the death of Shah Ifmael, and took all the towns 

1 Called Rhay-bek, and Shay-beg, by fome authors* 1 Mirza Babor, after being forced out by 

Kim, fettled in India, where he founded the monarchy of the Moguls. J In 1507* He]rah 913. 

4 In 1510. Hejrah 916; according to D*Herbelot, at the infligaticm of Dadi-azzatnon, HulFeyn’s fon. 

5 This Prince, whom D'Herbelot, p. 771* calls Shay-bek Khan, laid the foundation of the Uzbek power 

in Great Eukharia and Karazm, He entered thofe provinces with a powerful army in 1494., and in four 
years entirely fubdued them. He reigned there twelve years, viz. from 1498 to 1510, 6 Or ludtre. 

7 Making Ali the true fucccJFor of Mohammed, in Head of Abubeker, Omar, and Qthman, whom he 
reckoned ufurpers: a point of vafl importance among Mohammedans* * They then inhabited all 

Kipjak, or Kapchak, from the Sir to the Irtifh, 9 Hejrah oj r. le See the Momml kiWHnr 

P- 4^o. '' Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p* * 20 , et feq* '* The brothers of Burga Sdun Abutk 

Lad one fon, and Amunak fix* 
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between Durulm 1 and the mountains, weft of the city Khoralan \ But they were 
vigoroufly oppoled, as well by the Turkmans, who poffeffed the towns on the borders 
of the provinces of Aftrabdd and Khorafan, as thofe who dwelt towards Abulkhan and 
Mankifhlak. Bilbars Soltan was in moft of thefe actions ; and though lame, led on his 
troops bravely, being carried in a light chariot, accompanied only with five or fix 
chofen men. 

The two brothers died within a little while of each other, and left feveral fons, 
II bars Khan was fucceeded by Soltan Haji, foil of Bilbars, who was el deft of all the 
family 3 , and proclaimed at Wazir. But as he had only a few fubjefts, the power 
fell into the hands of Soltan Ghazi, eldeft fon of Ilbars Khan, a Prince of great 
genius. 

After the death of Haji Khan, Haflankuli, fon of Abulak, who reigned In Urjenz, 
was declared Khan, as being the eldeft Prince of the houfe of Yadigar Khan. But 
though they ail obeyed one Khan, each had his own dominion : and as Haftatirkftli’s 
revenue greatly exceeded theirs, they, at length, grew uneafy at it, and, joining their 
forces, laid fiege to Urjenz. Famine having caufed a great defertion of his men, at 
four months' end, the 'enemy gave a general aflault; and taking the city, after a brave 
refiftance, made a great Jlaughter. They likewife put to death the Khan and his eldeft 
fon, banifhing the reft into Great Bukharia. 

They likewife agreed on a new divifion of the cities of Karazm. To the defcendants 
of Burga Soltan fell thofe of Wazir, Yanghi-fhahr, Tarfak, and Duruhn, with the 
Turkmans of Mankifhlak. The pofterity of Amunak had all the other towns, viz. 
Urjenz, Khayuk, Hazaralb, Kat, Buldumfas, Nikiczkata, Boyunda, Bagabad, Nafay 4 , 
Iburdu s , Xabarda, and Mahana, with the Turkmans of the countries of Abulkhan 
and Dehiftan. 

Hereupon Safian Soltan, eldeft fon of Amunak, who fucceeded Haflan-kuli Khan, 
fent to tell thofe of Abulkhan, that unlefs they agreed to pay a yearly tribute, he would, 
deftroy their habitations. The Turkmans voluntarily afleflmg thetnfelves,. fent him 
the fum as a free gift : but the Khan not content with fuch precarious contribution, 
fent next year forty men to levy it both in Abulkhan and Dehiftan.. Thefe tax- 
gatherers having difperfed thenifelves through the countries, the Turkmans cut all 
their throats at the fame iaftant. Upon this news Safian Khan marched againft them 
with an army, and arriving at the firlt habitations of them along the Amu, to the weft 
of Urjenz, met, at firft, with much refiftance j but, at length, the Turkmans fled to 
the mountain Dfu (or Ju), three ftages north of Abulkhan; where being diftreifed, 
they fubmitted to pay forty thoufand iheep yearly, viz. the tribes of Taka, Sarik, and 
Yamut, eight thoufand ; Irfari, and Khorafan Saluri, fixteen thoufand each. 

The other tribes agreed alfo to pay in the following proportions Jtzki Saluri, ten. 
thoufand; Hafan, fixteen thoufand; Ikdar and Dfaudar, twelve thoufand; Arabaz, 
four thoufand ; Koklan, twelve thoufand j. Adakli, twelve thoufand; befides a tenth 
more each, for the Khan’s kitchen. As for the tribes called Utzil, or three branches, 
who dwelt on the Amu, it was ftipnlated, that Adaklikhifler-iili fhould furnilh yearly a 
certain number of foldiers for the Khan’s fervice, while thofe of Ali-illi, and Tiuazi, 
lhould pay their contribution in merchandizes e . 

1 Or, Daraan, and Dergan, 1 Del’I He places this city, or the remains of it, near Ab : werd, or 

Bawerd, in latitude thirty-nine degrees. ■* The eldeft of the reigning family it always chofen Khan, 

except in extraordinary cafes, • Or, Nefa. 1 Abiwerd, or Bawerd. « Uiitory of the 

Turks, &c. p. 2*9. et feq. 
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Safian Khan dying, left five fons ; but his brother Buzzuga Soltan fucceeded him. 
Obevd Khan who then reigned in Great Bukharia, took about that time fome towns 
of Khorafan, which his Uzbeks continually ravaged. On the other fide, thofe of 
Iburdu, Nafay, and Duruhn, belonging to Karazm, no lefs annoyed the inhabitants of 
Khojan and Esferain % towards the borders of Ghilkupruk province, Nafay being but 
one day’s journey diftant. Shah Tahmafp 3 , unable to remedy thefe diforders, becaufe 
he was in war with the Soltan of Rilin 4 , refolved to make an alliance with the Uz¬ 
beks : accordingly he difpatched an envoy to Urjenz, to demand a Princefs in mar¬ 
riage ; faying, his mailer thought it a great honour to wed a lady of the blood of 
Jenghiz Khan, after the example of Amir Timur j who, on that occafion, got the name 
of Kuragan *. 

Buzzuga accepting the propofal in favour of his niece Ayfha-bika, daughter of Safian 
Khan, becaufe he had none of his own, fent Akiih Soltan, one of his brothers, and 
nine vaffal lords, to the Perfian court, to finifn this alliance. The Shah received that 
Prince with great diftinction. and made him a prefent of the town of Khojan. lie fent 
to Buzzuga Khan ten wedges of gold, and as many of filver, each as large as a tile; 
with ten fine horfesj whofe faddles and harnefs were trimmed with gold. To his fpoufe 
he fent nine pieces of cloth of gold, a thoufand pieces of filks, and abundance of mag¬ 
nificent habits. After which. Hie was conduced to the Shah's court. 

Buzzuga Khan dying, after a twenty-feven years’ reign, Avanafli Khan, his brother, 
was proclaimed. His eldeft fon. Din Mahamet, who had an early genius for war, when 
he was nineteen years old, refolved to make an incurfion with forty men towards Altar* 
abad. Palfing the fouth branch of the Amu, at Sidalik Taka, he met a man belonging 
to a lord of Mahamet Ghazi Soltan, who refided at Duruhn, driving nine camels and 
-thirty fheep. Obferving a yellow goat among them, he begged it for his people’s fub- 
fillence : but the fellow refufing him, he ordered them to beat him, and take all his 
drove* Din Mahamet purfued his journey, and had fuccels: but on his return was 
met on the road by a party fent out by Mahamet Ghazi, who took ail his booty of cattle, 
and himfelf priloner, letting his followers go their way. Being brought before the 
Soltan, he, for a time, confined him ; and then having puniihed him, fent him, under 
a guard of fix men, to his father Avanalh Khan, with orders to tell him, that he had 
fent him his Tugrna % after punifliing him for invading the Perfian territories, without 
his permiffion,’ and (tripping fome of his people. 

Din Mahamet, impatient to be at liberty, from time to time made great outcries, that 
if any of his men had Hopped on the road they might come to his afliltance. On the 
other hand, every time he made a noife, the lord who conducted him bawled out Rilha. 
This Din Mahamet taking as done to infult him, one day, when his guards were afleep 
in the country of Gordilh, fome of his men, who knew his voice, and had followed 
him, coming up, they cut all their throats, and buried their corpfes out of the way. 
His father, who did not love him, on his return, having alked how he got out of the 
fcrape, he anfwered that Mahamet Ghazi, who had been angry with him, being foon 
reconciled, had fent him back with a prefent of fome horfes, and habits j which his 
father believed to be truth. 

1 He was the fon of Mohammed Soltan, brother of Shah-bakht Soltan, who conquered Great Bukha¬ 
ra, as before related. 3 This iaft place lies near the borders of Jorjan in bVrfia. 3 Or, 

Tahmalb ; in the tranflations, Tama {ip. This was Shah Thamas I. of Perfia. * So the Afiatics 

ftylc the Othman Emperor, becaufe poflcfTed of what they call the Roman empire. * Others write 

ivurkhan, and Gurkhan ; which liquifies the fon-in-law, and relation of the Khan, a Tugrna figni- 

j£et a child bom of a bought Have, as Din Mahamet had been. 
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After this Din Mahamet getting two feals engraved, one with his father’s cypher, 
the other with that of his mother-in-law, who was filter of Mahamet Ghazi; he wrote 
letters to the Sol tan, in both their names, to let him know that Ihe was lick, and de- 
fired earneftly to fee him. Her brother mflantly fet forward, and arriving in an even¬ 
ing when the Khan was out a hawking, went direftly to his filter’s apartment. Per¬ 
ceiving her to be very well, and Hie telling him Ihe had fent no letter, he began to 
fuipeft fome treachery, and left her that inftant, with defign to take horfe again: but 
hearing much noife in the great ftreet, which faced the caltle, he made to tlie Khan’s 
ftables, thinking to efcape by a back-door that opened into a bye-lane; which being 
full of people, he hid himfelf in a heap of dung that lay in a corner of the liable 

Din Mahamet, who had feen the Soltan go up to his filter’s apartment, followed 
with fome of his forty men; and not finding him there, was told by the women Haves 
that he was gone towards the ft: hies; where, after much fearch, one of them perceiv¬ 
ing a bit of his fcarlet robe (licking out ot the dung, went and told Din Mahamet, who 
came and flew him on the fpot. Upon this news, one of Mahamet Ghazi’s men ran 
to Wazir to inform his brother Soltan Ghazi; who, in revenge, flew Ait Soltan (fon 
of Safian Khan) his wife’s brother, jufl then come to vifit her. Avan?.fit Khan being 
informed, at his return from the fporr, of what had happened, and that Din Mahamet 
was fled, aflembled his council: but they had fcarce come to a refolution what was 
proper to be dene on the occafion, when a courier arrived with the news of the murder 
of Ali Soltan, which threw them into farther coniufion. 

Meantime the Khan’s nephews, being informed of what had happened at XJrjenz and 
Wazir, and forefeeing that a civil war was likely to enfue, repaired to Urjenz ; from 
whence, on the other hand, Mahamet Ghazi’s people retired to Wazir. Avanalh, for 
his parr, had no inclination for a war ; but his nephews, in fome meafure, forced him 
to raife an army, and march towards that city. On this news, Soltan Ghazi lent to the 
defeendants of Bilbars Soltan at Yanghi Shahr: but without Haying foiy them, with 
what troops he had, advanced to meet the Khan as far as the province of Kutnkant, to 
the well of Wazir, where coming to an engagement, he loft the battle, and was there 
killed, with fifteen Princes defeended from Ilbars Khan. His fons Omar Ghazi Soltan, 
and Shir Ghazi Soltan, with two daughters, falling^ into the hands of Akattay Soltan, 
brother of the Khan, he fent them into Great Bukharia. 

The other Princes, who made halle to join Soltan Ghazi, hearing of his difafter, fled 
alfo into Great Bukharia, not daring to return to Yanghi Shahr. After which, the 
defeendants of Amunak put to death all the pofterity of Burga Soltan, who fell into their 
hands, excepting the women, whom they kept as captives. Thus was the race of Ilbars, 
once fo numerous, almoft extingtiilhed, at lead none of them were to be found in. 
Karazm. After fo great a revolution the country was divided among the defeendants 
ot Amunak; and Din Mahamet Soltan had for his (hare the city ofDuruhn. 

Meantime Omar Ghazi Soltan, fon of Soltan Ghazi, arriving in Great Bukharia, put 
himfelf into the fervice of Obeyd Khan 1 ; and though but fifteen years old, fignalized 
himfelf on feveral oct. Rons, He beftirred himfelf fb effeaunlly in his own behalf, that 
at lall the Khan, in conjunaion with Juanmart, Khan of Samarkant, Barak, Khan of 
Taflikant, and t he Prince of -Hiflhr, entered Karazm with their united forces. On the 
news of their approach, the Princes puffefled of Khay uk, Hazarafb, and other neighbour- 

i Hsftory of the Turks, &c. p.239, ft feq. 1 He was nephew to Shzh-baklit Soltan, and fon of a 

grand Ton of Abu’Igayir Khan j which kit is the common anedtor of the Uzbek Princes fettled in Great 
Bukharia. 
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ing towns, repaired with their troops to join Avanafh Khan; but he not daring to 
wait the enemy’s coming, retired into the defarts. The confederates arriving at Urjenz, 
detached fome troops after the fugitive Princes; who being taken Obeyd Khan made a 
divifion of them; and as Avanafh Khan fell to Omar Ghazi’s fhare, he inftantly put 
him to death. The Khan gave Urjenz to his fon Abdalaziz Sol tan, and one of the 
four Uzbek tribes, who dwelt in Karazrn, to each of the four invading powers, who 
having appointed their attendants over them, returned to their own dominions. 

When Avanafh Khan was made prifoner, his two Tons, Mahmud and AU, took refuge 
with Din Mahamet Soltan their eldeft brother, at Duruhn; whither alfo fled Yuflof 
and Yunus, two fons of Safian Khan, w'ith other Princes and young men of quality: 
but Khal Soltan and Akatty Soltan, brothers of Avanafh, were carried into Great Buk¬ 
hara, with all the children of the latter, except Hajim Soltan, who being then eighteen 
years of age, put on mean cloaths, and retired to an old domeltic of his father’s, 
■whofe horfes he kept, as if one of his ffaves; till the affair taking wind, his protestor 
conveyed him to Duruhn. 

Soon after this Din Mahamet, accompanied by all the refugee Princes, fet out for 
Urjenz with two thoufand men, whom he reinforced in the way by a thoufand Turk¬ 
mans : but when they came to the country of Pifhga, it appearing that their forces were 
too fmall to attack the city, and befide wanting boats to pafs the Amu, they refolved 
to march to Khayuk: becaufe on that fide there was no need of boats, and they might 
hope to get thither undifcovered, as but few people dwelt on that road. 

At their arrival, they took the city without much difficulty, and put to death the 
commander with fome of his garrifon. With this news the governor of Hazarafb 
•repaired to Urjenz ; and Abdal Aziz Soltan fearing to fall into Din Mahamet’s hands, 
retired into Great Bukharia. Obeyd Khan, on his fon’s return, immediately raifed a 
numerous army, and marched toward Urjenz; but arriving at the Karamit Turkmans, 
flopped there with part of his forces, and fent the reft, amounting to forty thoufand’ 
.under two generals to that city. 

On the firfl advice of the enemy’s march, Din Mahamet left Khayuk to go meet 
them: but as his forces did not exceed ten thoufand, the Princes and lords who 
accompanied him, advifed him to return to Duruhn ; alledging that as foon as Obeyd 
Khan, who came only to fecure Urjenz, perceived their retreat, he would retire alfo 
and that then they might come back without noife, and take the city. But the Soltan 
per ft fling in his refolution to give them battle, two hundred and twenty of his principal 
followers alighted, and falling proftrate at his feet, entreated him to return. Having 
renewed their fupplications in this manner three times, he at laft falling into a paffion 
flung himfelf off his horfe alfo, and taking up a handful of duff, fcattered it on his head’ 
crying out, “ I devote my foul to God, and my body to the earth.” Then turning to the 
lords who furrounded him,faid, « I confider myfelf as a dead man, and if you efteem 
your lives more precious than mine, I fhall not hinder you to return ; but if you will 
fhare with me the glory which attends us, let us march.” Hereupon remounting his 
horfe, he continued his march, and all his army followed, fhedding tears 

Meantime Din Mahamet hearing of the enemies’ approach, halted at a pond fmce 
called Shikaft-kuli, in the province of Gardankhaft. He ranged his troops on the weft 
fide of the pond, which was then dried up; and having had notice before day by his fcouts 
fit the enemies’ approach, divided them into two bodies, one commanded by himfelf, 

* Hiftory of the Turks, See. p. 249, et feq. 
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and the other by Jaffof Soltan, which he polled on both tides of the road, and waited 
with profound filence. The Bukharian army foon appeared, having at their head moil 
of their commanders, with forty torches, which the Sokan let pafs, and then fell all at 
once on the troops that followed ; charging them fo brifkly, that they were foon broken, 
and obliged to fly, notwithftanding their great fuperiority. 

Togay Bahadur, one of the chiefs of the Kunkurats, and the Sol tan’s vaffal, killed 
fixty men in the battle with his own hand. Din Mahamet had advanced fo far amongft 
the thickeft of the enemy, that the bow fell from his fide unknown to him ; which Hajim 
Sokan, who accompanied him, having recovered, * c My brother, faid Din Mahamet, 
that which you have done to-day for me, lhall be the knot of an everlafting friendlhip 
between usd’ He was then twenty-eight years old, and Hajim Soltan % eighteen. 
This victory was complete: far befides the foldiers flain and taken, moft of the prin¬ 
cipal officers of the enemy fell into the conqueror’s hands ; which enabled him to recover 
the captive Princes of the family by an exchange of prisoners* To this end the per- 
fons of diftinftion were fuffered to go on their parole into Great Bnkharia, accompanied 
by Hajim Soltan; who executed his comtniffion fo well, that he brought back his 
father Akattay Soltan, Kahl Sokan and the reft, in 2 1542 s * 

2. The Khans from Kahl Khan to Din Mahamet Khan* 

Kahl Khan, — Ah ait ay Khan. — Turns feizes Urjenz,—The Khan taken, and cruell y murdered. — 
Another Revolution, —New Divifton of the Cities.'*~Din Mahamet Khan,—His great Refdution*~ 
Outwits Obeyd Khan s General. —>Hij Char abler and Death.-—Story of A bid l Soltan.—Nur Mahamet 
Solitnt difpcffejfed of ail* — Sari Mahrtuid Soltan.-** AH Soltan. — Makes Inroads into Khorcfan — De¬ 
feats the terftam.—Death and Character.—His great Modify . 

THE defendants of Amunak having recovered their pofleffions in Karazm, by the 
valour of Din Mahamet Sokan, they conferred the dignity of Khan on Kahl Soltan, 
who fixed his feat at Urjenz : Akattay Sokan had Wazir 5 Hajim Soltan his fon, 
Baghabad ; the defendants of Safian Khan 4 had Khaytik$ the fons of Buzzuga 
Khan, Hazarafb ; and Din Mahamet Sokan and his brother, the towns of Duruhn, 
Yaurfurdi, and Nafay. 

Akattay Khan, who fucceeded his brother, gave Kat to Sheykh Mahamet and Shah 
Naffer, two fons of Kahl Khan 5 ; Urjenz, with its dependents, to Ali Sokan, Avaoalh 
Khan’s youngeft fon, continuing hinilelf to retide at Wazir* But he did not long en¬ 
joy the fovereignty. 

Yunus Soltan, a prince of much ambition and courage, who had married the daugh¬ 
ter of a Biyawl 6 of the Mankats, departed one day from Khayuk, with forty chofen 
men, under pretence of going to pay a vifit to his father-in-law, who dwelt near Urjenz* 
Having palled Kat, and arrived at Tuk, which lie knew then to be empty, all the in¬ 
habitants, both of the town and country, being gone towards Urjenz and Wazir, he 
got upon a tower, from whence he could fee Urjenz; and expreffing a defire to be 
there, as being his native place, his men told him, they were ready to follow him 
wherever he pleafed. 

1 Or, Hazlm Soltan: Jenkinfoti writes Arim* 1 Hejrah 949. J Hiftory of the Turks, as 

before, p. 258, ct feq. * Thefe were Yunus and Faluankuli, two fons of Safian * The h in 

Kahl feems to fland for the Arabic Alif; fo in Kaht and Duruhn. * A military charge among the 

Kara kalpaks and Kafachia Orda, much like that of colonel in Europe, 
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Being arrived at the city about midnight, they entered the ditch on foot, and lay 
hid till the guards, with their torchas, palfed by: Then, by help of a long pole reared 
againft the wall, they all mounted ; and going direftly to the houfe of Mahmud Soltan 
(left governor by his brother Ali, who went to live at Nafay), feized and lent him to 
Wazir, to the cuftody of Akattay Khan, whofe daughter he had married. Mahmud, 
who was a very wicked man, never ceafed importuning the Khan to go take Urjenz, till 
he conferred; efpecially, confidering that Yunus had but forty men, and it was not likely 
the Uzbeks would affift him againft their fovereign. But being advanced near the city, 
he there found Yunus, with a good body of troops, expecting him ; and, coming to a 
battle, was put to flight. 

KaiTenij fon of Yunus, by the daughter of the Khan, took upon him to purfue him ; 
crying out, “ Grandfather, where would you go in this hot weather? You had better 

rdt yourfelf under fome tree, and early to-morrow morning continue your journey.” 
But Akattay Khards anfwer was, Your father has a heart as black as a pot 5 where- 
u fore, if your intentions towards me be good, leave me to continue in my road, and do 
* £ me no harm.” Kaifein finding fair means would not do, fprced him to go with him 
to Urjenz. 

Upon this news, all the Uzbeks about Urjenz having afiembled tumultuoufiy, ac¬ 
knowledged ^ unus for their Khan, without confulting the other princes. Some days 
after, \ unus Khan fent to tell the four Tons 1 of Akattay Khan, who lived at Wazir, 
that though they had no defire to take him, yet they were obliged to convey him home 
with them, finding him quite fpent with the cholic, which {till violently afflidled him. 
Prefently after, he lent four men to the houfe, which ferved for his prifon, with 
orders to bind his hands and feet, and impale him. alive, taking care that no marks 
of a violent death fbould be found on his body j which he fent to Wazir, with many 
compliments of condolence to his fons $ who, he fuppofed, would conclude their 
father died of the colic. 

As foon tis they heard of his death, they fent to their two brothers 2 , who refidcd at 
Baghabad, which depended on Khorafan, to join with them in revenging the murder. 
They all let forward; but when Yunus found that they had pafled the Amii, not daring 
to wait for them at Urjenz, he fled into Great Bukhara with his brother, and the fons 
of Kahl Khan. On the road moll of his men abandoned him, and his fon Kaffem loft 
his way, accompanied only with one man; who, under pretence of going for provifions, 
went to Urjenz, and betrayed him to Hajim Soltan. This prince immediately fent men 
to letch him front the pond 3 where he lay hid, and caufed him to be put to death: 
which revolution happened in 1549 4 . 

iheddefendants of Safian, and Kahl Khan, having been thus ftripped of all thev 
enjoyed m Karazm, the children of Avanafh Khan continued in poflefiion of Duruhn 
and Yaurfurdi, which depended on Khorafan. The fons of Akattay Khan held Urjenz 
and Wazir; and the three fons of Buzzuga Khan, Ifh, JDoft, and Burum, became 
matters ol khayuk, Hazarafb, and Kit. Alter which, they conferred the dignity of 
Khan on Din Mahamet Soltan s . b } 

7 hlS n prmce ’ w ' ho coul{1110f f lt: ‘die, began to invade Khorafan ; which obliged Shah 
a imafb to lend an army thither, who took from him Yaurfurdi. As foon as the 

the Khan polled to Kafwin, where the Shah refided, and 
p a)t i m to reftore that city : But Tahmalb being deaf to his intrealies, he got his 

*4 feal 
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leal counterfeited, and then wrote a letter, in the Shah’s name, to the governor of 
Yaurfurdi, ordering him to deliver it up to Din Mahamet Khan, and come himfelf to 
court- A few days after, while Shah Tahmafb was hunting, he dipt from the company, 
and, hailing with his followers to Yaurfurdi, delivered the letter; which the governor 
obeying, forthwith gave him up the town, and departed. 

As foon as his back was turned. Din Mahamet Khan ordered the gates to be (hut, 
and all the Perfians put to the fword. At this news Shah Tahmaib fet out, with a 
confiderable army, to take revenge: but when he came to the little river Kara Su, 
near Mafhhad he was informed, that the Khan was arrived in the camp with a re¬ 
tinue of fifty thoufand horfe. This news appeared fo ridiculous to him, that he would 
not believe it, till they brought him word that prince w r as at his tent door. Din Ma¬ 
hamet Khan entering at the lame time, fell on his knees before the Shah; who was fo 
furprized at his extraordinary boldnefs, that, not content with putting his right hand 
on the Khan’s left Ihoulder, he thruft the left into his bolbm, to try if his heart did 
not beat; but perceiving no motion there more than what is ufual, he could not avoid 
admiring the intrepidity of that prince. On which account, he pardoned him all that 
was pall, and having feafted him magnificently, fent him home, next day, loaden 
with rich prefents, conducting him in perfon fome diftance from the camp. 

Some time after, Obeyd Khan, of Great Bukharia, took Maru, and gave the com¬ 
mand of it to Yu 1 Limbi, a chief of the Nay mans: but the Khan growing jealous of 
him, through the fuggeftions of thofe who envied his good fortune, fent for him to 
court. As Yulumbi was not over hafty to obey thofe orders, Obeyd Khan, be¬ 
lieving that he defigned to revolt, fent an army of thirty thoufand men to reduce him, 
Yulumbi, now put to bis laft fliifts, hadrecourfe for fuccour to Din Mahamet Khan, 
who fet forward immediately: hut having only a few troops, he ordered each of his 
men to cut down three finall trees, and fixing one on each fide of the horfe, tie the 
third fo his tail: thus they marched at a good diflance from one another. The Bu- 
kharian generals being informed, that the Khan was coming to Yulumbi’s affiftance, 
fent out their ipies; who obferving the marks of their march on the road, brought 
word, that he advanced with a very numerous army; hereupon the generals retreated 
as fall as they could, without feeing the enemy; and Din Mahamet having taken pof- 
feffion of the city, fixed his refidence there for life. 

Din Mahamet Khan, befides the other heroic virtues, which he pofTeffed in a high 
degree, was extremely generous, gracious, and eloquent: he had withal, a peculiar 
brightnefs of wit. He died at Maru, in the year 1552 % called Sighir, or the Cow, 
aged forty. He left behind him two fons ; the eldeft called Saganda Mahamet: but, 
becaufe he was not in his right fenfes, his brother, Abu’l Soltan, fucceeded in all his 
father's dominions, and reigned with wifdom for feveral years. At length, he made 
an irruption with great forces into Khorafan ; and, arriving at Malhhad, detached his 
only fon, with moll of the army, to penetrate deeper into the country. But having ad¬ 
vanced as far as the river KaraSu, to the weft of that city, he was met by a great army 
of Perfians, and loft the battle, with his life; ten thoufand men being flain. This news 
fo afflicted his father, that he fell dangeroufly ill, beyond the help of a phyfician. 

On this occafion, a woman at Maru produced a boy, four years old, which, ihe 
faid, file had by the Soltan: who having fent for her one night to play on the harp, 
took a fancy to lie with her. Hereupon, one of his phyfidans, efteemed the mo ft Ikil- 
f ul in the country, ordered both the Soltan and the child to be undrefled; then laying 

1 Hcjrali 960. 
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the boy on the belly of the dying prince, had a coverlet thrown over them, and began 
to cry out with all bis force, Soltan, behold a fon of yours! As he continued to do 
this three times a day, the foltan by degrees, recovered his former health : after which, 
he owned the child for his fon, and called him Nur Mahamet. 

Abut Soltan dying, Ndr Mahamet fucceeded him in all his dominions. But, fome 
years after, the princes of the lioufe of Hajim Khan united againft him, under pretence, 
that they would not have the fon of a [trumpet for their brother. Nur Mahamet find¬ 
ing himfelf unable to refill them, fued for protection to Obeyd Khan, and delivered 
up his four cities of Maru, Nafay, Yaurfurdi, and Duruhn, imagining that the Khan 
■would leave him in pofleffion, and be content with receiving tribute : but finding him¬ 
felf deceived in his expectation, he quitted Great Bukharia in difcontent, and went to 
Urjenz, where he was well received by his late enemies, and lived with them five 
years. 

At length Obeyd Khan dying, Nur Mahamet fet out to recover the four towns j 
in which having fucceeded, he put to the fword all the Uzbeks whom he found in 
them, fettling the Sarts and Turkmans in their room. But Shah Abbas Mali 1 of 
Ferfia, willing alfo to profit by the death of Obeyd Khan, came in perfon to befiege 
Maru, with a powerful army, and took it in forty days, with Nur Mahamet, who had 
been fo imprudent as to Ihut himfelf up there. After this he took the other three 
cities without difficulty, and fent Nur Mahamet to Shiraz; where, with him, ended the 
pofterity of Din Mahamet Khan, eldeft fon of Avanalh Khan. 

The iecond fon of Avanalh was Mahmud, who being of a yellowilh complexion 
(for all the other descendants of Amunak were of a fine brown) was called Sari 
Mahamet, or yellow Mahamet. This Prince was addicted to all forts of vices: he 
loved liquor fo well, that being one day at a houfe drinking braga, and fomebody 
coming to tell him the enemy’s troops were near; while the reft ran to their 
horfes, he, with a great deal of unconcern, took a knife, and marked all the pots 
which had braga in them, bidding the hoft take care of them till his re; urn. 

Ali Soltan, the youngeft of Avanalh Khan’s Ions, pofteded at divers times the cities 
of Naiay, Yaurfurdi, Urjenz, Hazaralb, and Kat. He ufed, every ipring, to crofs the 
Amu, and go encamp towards the borders of Khorafan ; from whence he fent parties 
to pillage the Perfians, and in autumn returned to Urjenz. He muftered the Uzbeks 
in his fervice every year, and gave each for his pay fixteen Iheep, out of the con¬ 
tribution flieep which he received from the Turkmans ; and when they fell Ihort, he 
fupplied the defeft by the booty-lheep taken from the Perfians 1 . 

Shah Tahmalb, on complaints made of thefe ravages, at length fent Bader Khan, 
one of his generals, with twelve thoufand men, to feek out and fight Ali Soltan. This 
Prince, according to cuftom, had entered the country of Aftarabad with three thou¬ 
fand men, to oblige the Turkman tribe of Okli-koklan to pay him contribution: 
which Bader Khan being informed of at Baftam, he turned that way. Ali Soltan 
was a little furprized at this news at firft; but confidering it was dangerous to retreat 
in the face of the enemy, went and poffefled himfelf of the Kurgan. This river is 
very difficult to pafs, being rapid as well as deep, and the banks extremely high, 
except in a few places where it is fordable. Our author, who often pafled it, found 
the height of them, in many parts, above two cubits. He caufed the horfes and 
cattle to be tied behind, and employed the chariots or waggons to cover the front of 
his troops. 

■ This was Abbas the firft. 3 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 271, ct feq. 
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In this pofture the Perfians coming up, attacked him feveral times; but as they 
had only cavalry, they could get no advantage. Hereupon Ali-beg, a Turkman 
chief, impatient to fee no end of the fight, fallied out with three hundred men of the 
tribe of Okli, in order to charge the enemy behind, while Ali Soltan attacked them in 
front. When he was gone, fome of the chief Uzbek commanders faid, it was wrong 
to let him go, for fear of his joining the enemy: but Ali-beg, while they were fpeaking 
fo much to bis difad vantage, had already began the fight j fo that having been attacked 
three times vigoroully by the Perfians, he mull have been opprefl'ed by their numbers, 
if Ali Soltan had not in time fallied out of his intrenchment, and charged them in 
front; which having put the enemy into diforder, they betook themfelves to flight,, 
after the greater part of them had been flam. The Soltan purfued them till far in the 
night, fo that Bader Khan had much ado to efcape, with a few of his men. So great 
a number of horfes were taken, that Ali Soltan having made his efquire a prefent of 
every ninth, they amounted to feven hundred, not reckoning what fell in divifion to 
the officers and lbldiers. 

Fifteen years after, the Soltan having, in one of his expeditions, advanced as far 
as the Zenghel, or defart, to the fouth of Khojan, fell ill of a contagious ulcer, which 
broke out between his fhoulders. As he would let nobody fee it through bafhfulnefs, 
the chiefs were obliged to ufe force, and cut the cloaths over the part affefted, to come 
at it. Yet for all then care, he died of that diftemper in the year 1571 at the age 
of forty. Ali Soltan was a prince of fo much merit, that his coufin Hajim Khan 
often faid of him, that he had not his equal among the defendants of Yadigur Khan 
in bravery and liberality, fincerity, modefty, and, above all, the art of reigning. As 
in all his life he had never fuflered any perfon either to fee or touch his naked body; 
fo he would not fuffer a domeftic to feel whether his legs began to grow cold when 
he was a dying. He did fpeedy juftice to thofe who demanded it. In one of his 
expeditions, he hanged a man for taking two arbufes (or melons) out of a field. He 
left two fons, Ilkander, who died the fame year$ and Sanjer, who being difturbed 
in his fenfes, reigned ten years at Nafay, under the conduct of a Nay man lord*. 

3 The Khans from Doji Khan to Abdallah Khan. 

J)o/l Khan. — IJh Soltan takes Urjenz : — Revolution thereon. — Hajim Khan . — Story of Tim&r 
Soltan. — Abdallah Khan’s Invafion : - Turkijh Ambafjador and Merchants plundered . — A new 
Invafwn by Abdullah Khan. The Princes etjhared by a treacherous Peace : — Are all put to 

Death. Hajim Khan retires to Perjia : ■— Returns with his Sous , and recovers Karazm. — 

Khayuk retaken by Abdallah's Troops. — Bravery of a Prince, — Hajim Khan flies again : — On 
Abdallah's Death returns to Urjenz s — Reftgns the Crown. 

AFTER the death of Din Mahamet Khan, the Uzbek Princes chofe Doll 
Soltan, fecond fon of Buzzuga Khan, for his fucceffor at Khayuk, rather than Hh 
Soltan, the el deft brother, becaufe, though courageous and generous, he was neither 
fo wife and moderate. He was fufpefted alfo as to his orthodoxy in religion. Iffi, 
who took this very ill, applied to his brothers for affiftance, to take Urjenz; but 
arriving with his forces in the territory of Zilpuk, which belongs to the country of 
Kumkant, he found Hajim Soltan ready to fight him, with a much fuperior army. 
Hereupon fecuring his men behind with a final I river, and with his chariots in 
front, Hajim, after an attack of eight days, was obliged to come to an accommodation* 

1 Called Sighir, or the Cow, Hejrati 973. I Hiflory of the Turks, &c. p. 280, et feq> 
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Some years after, lih Sohan having formed a new defign againil Urjenz, Hajim 
met him between that city and Tide. Ifli covered himfelf, as before, with his chariots; 
and having fought for feven days againil fuperior forces, paffed out of his imrench- 
ments filently in the night, and feized Urjenz, to the great furprize of Hajim. As 
loon as he found himfelf mafter of the place, he ordered all the Vigors and Nanmans 
to retire tc Wazir, without any of their effects; but let thofe of other tribes, fettled 
there, remain. 

After this, each party having endeavoured to fecure Ali Soltan, who refided at Nafay, 
in his intereft; that Prince declared in favour of Hajim Soltan, whom he joined 
(accompanied with Abul Soltan, foil of Bin Mahamet Khan) and befieged Urjenz. 
ifii Soltan defended himfelf well at firft: but the befiegers at length giving a general 
affault, while he was-riding about from poll to poll, where his prefence was neceffary, 
11 Durman, whofe filler he had raviflied, wounded his norfein the flank with an arrow. 
The bead hereupon capered, and threw the Sokan fo violently, that he broke one of his 
legs; and the enemy, who had fealed the walls in the interim, coming up, flew him 
before he could be remounted. 

After this the confederates took Khayufc, and put to death Doll Khan, brother of 
Ifli Soltan, whofe twofons were feat into Great Bukharia ; where dying without iffue, 
the race of Buzzuga Khan became quite extindl. The afore-mentioned revolution 
happened in the year 1557 called Ghilki, or the horfe. 

The fame year Hajim Saltan, at the age of thirty five % was declared Khan, and 
went to refide at Wazir. As of all the poflerity of Amunak, there were left only the 
children ot Avanalh Khan, and Akattay Khan, they gave the cities of Urjenz, Haza- 
ralb, and Kat, to Ali Soltan, youngeft fon of the former 3 . Of the four remaining 
fons of Akattay, Mahmud Soltan lived with his brother Hajim Khan ; Pulad and Timur 
had Khayuk between them, with two Turkman tribes, for their Ihare \ 

1 hefe two brothers were both weak of underflanding. The fecond, when he was 
fifteen, taking a ride, was invited in by a countryman, who killed a fat fheep to treat 
him, and at his going away prefen ted him with a gigot of it. At his return, he went 
to offer it to his father : but Akattay Khan, offended at the occafion, reproved him, 
faying, ec T. hat he was fifty years old, and had never put any one to fuch an expence : 
that il the peafants were obliged to kill Iheep to treat him when he was young, they 
niull kill horfes and cows for him when older j and that, as his vaffals would follow 
his^ example, the poor fubjeels would foon be reduced to beggary. 5 * Hereupon 
ordering him to be ftripped, he gave him thirty lafhes with a rod, laying on fo hard, 
that young Timur Sol tan’s fhirt was all bloody. His brother Hajim 5 meeting him 
as he came out, approved of what his father had done, but advil’ed him to appear 
next day in that bloody condition before Akattay Khan ; who repenting of his feverity, 
after exhorting him not to do the like again, made him a prefent of the Turkman 
tribe of li-u-azi, confifting of fix thoufand families. Hereupon Timur made an 
oath never to go to eat with any body, nor would he fuffer any of his people to do fo. 

On the death of Ali Soltan, Hajim Khan went to refide at Urjenz; his brother 
Mahmud Soltan continued at Wazir; Pulad had Khayuk ; and Timur, Hazaralb and 
Kat. Some years after, while Hajim Khan was invading Khorafan, Abdallah, Khan 
of Great Bukharia, came with an army to befiege the capital: but after lofing many 


Hejrah 965% 3 He was horn in 1525. Hejrah 930* 

him in the former article, * Hiftoiy of the Turks, m before, 
Azina Kh^a, as jenkiuion calls him. 


3 An account has been given of 
p« 267, et feq, 1 Hazfm, or 
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men, was obliged fo retire into the country of Yanghiarik, where he waited* fecuring 
the places he poffefled on that fide* till more forces arrived: but hearing Hajim 
Khan was returned with a great army to fight him* he thought fit to make a peace 
with Pulad and Timur, who were at Khayuk* and retired to his own dominions. 

Some time after, the Sol tan Khalifah of Rum '* fent un ambaffador to Abdallah 
Khan to engage him to attack the empire of Sheykh Ogli '* with all his forces* while 
he attacked him vigoroufiy on the other fide, Pialafha, who had fpent three years in 
the voyage* going by way of the Indies, was defirous to return through Karazm, and 
crofs the fea of Mazanderan 5 to Shirwan, then fubject to the Soitan of Rum* that fo 
he might get to Iftambul in four months. But when he came to XJrjenz. Mahamet: 
and Ibrahim, fons of Hajtm Khan, ftripped him of all* and then fent him to Mankifhlak* 
where fome Shirwan merchants happening to be on their return* they carried him over 
to that province in their barks. 

To this firft caufe of complaint there was joined another. Tliofe of Great 
Bukharia, who performed the journey to Mekka* in times of peace always pafied 
through Karazm* and the dominions of the Shah of the Perfians ; but in war time 
were obliged to go far about* by the Indies, It happened, that fome merchants 
relying on the peace, took their route through Karazm : but arriving at Khayuk* were 
ftripped to their very fhirts by Baba Soitan* fon of Pulad, and fent home again on 
foot- Thefe people, at their return, going to complain to Abdallah Khan* he told 
them, he could do nothing in it; for that Baba Soitan was as much fovereign at 
Khayuk* as himfelf could be in Great Bukharia. Hereupon Haji Kutas, head of the 
karawan, made anfwer, That he would be his aceufer before the throne of God* 
in cafe he let go unpunifiled an outrage done to the deity himfelf, in the perfons o± 
thofe who went to offer up their prayers to him at his holy houfe.” 

This bold remonftrance, joined to a defire of revenge for the lofs of the four towns 
taken from Nur Mahamet* determined Abdallah Khan to make war againft Hajim 
Khan. The news of his preparations divided the Uzbeks ot Karazm. One party was 
for making a vigorous refinance, the other was for fubmitting as foon as the enemy 
approached Urjenz ; on a perfuafion* that they would be employed by him* and well 
treated, even though he Ihould carry them into Great Rukharia, Hajim Khan finding 
by this* that he ought not to depend on his fubjefts* left his fons, Mahamet and 
Ibrahim* at Urjenz* and retired to Dunihn with his eldeft ion Siuntz Mahamet 
Solcan, 

Meantime Abdallah Khan advancing with his army, Mahamet, fon of Timur Soitan* 
marched, with his Uzbeks*' from Hazarafb to Khayuk; defigoing to make it the 
rendezvous of their troops* as his father had done in the former war, fo as to baffle 
the defigns of Abdallah : but on his arrival found Pulad Soitan refolved to quit the 
town, and go to Waztr* Hereupon they all fet out together* with a large train of 
men and chariots (or waggons) at day break- But at,noon, juft as the laft troops 
paffed out of the city* thofe of KHojamkuli* one of Abdallah Khan’s generals, entered 
at the oppofite gate; and next day following the confederate Princes* with thirty 
thoufand horle* on a great trot* overtook them at the borough of Almatifh Khan, 

* That is, the Grand Seignior, or Emperor of the Turks, who fincc the fuppreflion of the KhaJlfah of 
Egypt* whom Soitan Selim, in 151 6, carried to Cotiftantinople, is qualified by the Mohammedan 
Princes of his fed, with the title of Khalifah, and ftfTurnes it himfelf J That is, of the fons 

of the heykh j meaning Sheykh Sefi* or Krnael* King of Peril a* by way of contempt- 3 So they call 

the Cafpian Sea. 
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for they had not continued their march till the fame morning. At his approach, they 
covered themfelves with their chariots; but Khojam-kuli having forced that barricade, 
after a vigorous refiftance, put them to the rout. As he loft many men in the action, 
he did not purfue the Princes who retired to Wazir *. 

At their arrival they refolved to make propofals of peace to Abdallah Khan, and 
drove from the city Baba Soltan, who had been the occafion of the war. Hereupon 
Pulad Soltan, with his two other fons, retired to Hajitn Khan at Duruhn ; while Ma- 
hamet and Ibrahim, Hajim’s fons, repaired to Wazir, to join the confederates. Mean¬ 
time Abdallah Khan, appearing before that city, befieged it in form *. but finding, after 
two months’ leaguer, that it would be difficult to come off with honour, he had recourfe 
to craft. He fent to tell the confederates, that fince they had thruft out Baba Soltan, 
whom he had chief caufe to complain of, they might depend on being received by him 
as his allies and relations. The Princes deluded with thefe fair promifes, entered into 
a capitulation with their enemy ; who, at their requeft, fent five of his principal lords, 
attended by forty horfe, to fwear, in his name, not to meddle either with their perfons 
or effefts, and that he had no evil intention againft them. 

After taking the oath, the common people (who were againft the Princes trufting to 
fuch weak fecurity) defired that the five lords might be arrefted, till fuch time as 
Abdallah Khan Ihould raife the fiege and begin his march. But Ah' Soltan, who had 
the chief command in the city, and though little and crooked was a great wit, ftrenuoufly 
oppofed this motion ; alledging, that being the monarch's near relations, they had no¬ 
thing to fear from him: that in cafe he Ihould carry them into Great Bukharia, he 
would fettle them more advantageoufly than they were in Karazra ; but that far from 
fuch a defign he was perfuaded, Abdallah, on the fir ft application, would leave them in 
poffeflion of Urjenz and Wazir. Thefe reafons being approved of by all the men of 
diftiniftion, the people were obliged to be filent; and the Princes, accompanied with 
the Bukhariau lords, left the city to go to Abdallah Khan; who having put a guard over 
them, and divided their ioldiers into troops of ten or twelve men, one of whom was to 
be refponfible for the reft, he fent them all prifoners into Great Bukharia, whither he 
followed with his army, after having put governors in all the towns of Karazm, which 
thus fell into his hands. 

A month after this event Hajim Khan, and the ten Princes of his houfe who were 
at Duruhn, refolved to retire towards Shah Abbas Mali j only Pulad Soltan, third fon 
of Akattay Khan, thinking it would be very unbecoming of him, who was near feventy 
years old, to go look for a fanftuary among people of a different religion, chofe rather 
to repair to Abdallah Khan, on a prefumption that he would pity his condition, and give 
him a fubfiftence. But he was deceived: for that Prince, on his return to Bukharia, 
caufed him, and all the other defcendants of Amunak, being twelve, who had fallen into 
his hands, to be put to death the fame day in the town of Sagratz, befides fome who 
were very young. After this he laid a yearly tax of thirty tanga a head on all the other 
prifoners above the age of ten j which conftrained many to fell their children in order 
to raife the tribute. 

Meanwhile Hajim Khan fet out for Duruhn, with the Princes, accompanied by three 
thoufand horfe : but they defertedfo fall on the road- that he arrived with a train of no 
more than one hundred and fifty, at the court of Shah Abbas, who came in perfon to 
receive him, and gave him the beft treatment imaginable : but Siuntz Mahamet Soltan 
and his fon went on to the Soltan Khalifah of Rum 2 . This happened in the year Yilan, 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 2S7, et feq, 1 Or, Turfey, for the reafon already given. 
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or of the ferpent. Two years after, in the year Koy, or the fheep, the fame in which a 
comet appeared, Abdallah Khan lent before him his fon Abdal-momin Soltan, with 
part of his army, to beliege Esfarayn in Khorafan. On this news, the Shah left Kaz- 
wjh with an army, accompanied by Hajun Khan, and the other Uzbek Ptinces ; who 
having learned when they came to Baftam that there were but fixty of the enemy at 
at Khayuk, and forty at Urjenz, judged they might profit by fuch negligence. But as 
for fecreey, this was to be done without the Shah’s knowledge. Hajtm Khan and fame 
others declined it, for fear of giving offence to that monarch ; fo that none but Arab 
Mahamet, and Mahamet Kuii, two of Hajim’s fons, and the three fons of Pulah Soltan, 
engaged in the enterprize. 

They took Uorfe late one evening, and riding all night, arrived at the Turkman 
tribe of Amir; and from thence by noon at Aftarabad '. Next morning Hajtm Khan, 
having informed the Shah of their defign, that Prince, who knew the activity of Ab¬ 
dallah Khan, and the improbability of recovering their poffeffions during his life, ad- 
vifed him to ride after them immediately, and bring them back. Hajim overtook them at 
Aftarabad j but inftead of bringing them back, they prevailed on him to continue with 
them, till he faw what fuccefs they ffiould have, the Turkmans having promifed a 
powerful affiftance. Departing from Aftarabad, they went towards the mountain of 
Kuran, where the tribes of Taka and Yarnut lent them five hundred men. Then 
eroding the territory of Manldfhlak, whofe inhabitants had all removed to the country 
of Orda Kutuk % they came to the tribe of Irfari, which granted them five or fix hun¬ 
dred men, and thence proceeded towards Pifliga. 

Separating in this province, Hajtm Khan with bis two fons took the road of Urjenz ; 
and Baba Soltan with his two brothers ’went to Khayuk. On the news of Hajun 
Khan’s approach. Sari Oglan, governor of Urjenz, retired info the caftle. But the 
Khan having entered by a paffage carried under the wall in the night, he put the go¬ 
vernor to death with his forty men. The Turkmans after this returned home laden 
with plunder, leaving Hajim Khan and his fons almoft alone at Urjenz. Baba Soltan 
had no lefs fuccefs on the other fide; for as foon as he appeared before Khayuk, the 
Sarts, who dwelt in the city, opened the gates to him : whereupon he, in like manner. 
Hew the governor Menglifh-bey with his fixty men : which coming to the ears of the 
commanders of Hazaraib and Kit, they fled towards Great Bukhara 3 . 

Ten days after. Baba Soltan having difmiifed all his Turkmans likewife, except 
fifteen, went to Hazaraib with his brother Paluankuli: but it being the vintage 
feafon, Hamza ftayed at Khayuk, to drink his Twill of new wine. Juft as Baba entered 
Hazaraib, he perceived two officers advancing qn a fmart gallop, at the head of an hun¬ 
dred and fifty horfe. Sufpefting them to be enemies, he endeavoured tofliut the gate ; 
but had fcarce clofed one fide, before the firft caine up, and endeavoured with his lance 
to keep the other fide open. Ho wever forae of the inhabitants running thither .in the 
nick of time they flint it alfo, and with their arrows obliged the enemy to march off. 
In their retreat they took a Sart, who having informed tfiemot Iiapiza’s ftay at Khayuk, 
they turned on that fide, and arrived there next day at noon, while the Soltan was 
taking the air; but not daring to ufe force with fo few men, they lay concealed till 
the evening; when affiftance coming to them, they made a pafljige into the town under 
one of the gates; at which having entered they put all to the fword : an event that 
much difconcerted the affairs of Baba Soltan. 

■ In the trail fiat ion everywhere Iftarahat. 1 Eecaufe of .the quarrels they had with the Manlcats 

(or lvara-ialpaks) on one fide, said with the tribe of I*fa*i on the other. ' Hiftory of the T urks, See. 
p. 196, et feq. 
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To under ft and who thefe troops were, it muft be obferveJ that Abdallah Khan r 
having fent Khojam-kuli to fupport his fon Abdal momin oltan, while he followed 
lei fu rely to take the diverfion of catching water-fowl beyond Zarjui, in Gordifh ; on 
the road inet the commander of Hazarafb, who having informed him what had paffed in 
that city, he fent him with the news to Abdallah Khan, who ordered him to march in 
hafte towards Khayuk, promifing to follow ciofe with his whole army. Hereupon 
Khojam-kuli marched towards that city ; but found at his arrival, that the work had 
been already done by his van-guard, which determined him to march for Urjenz. 

Meantime Mahamet Ituli Soltan, Hajlm Khan’s third fon, a Prince of much courage, 
having heard of his coufm Hamza’s death, kept it very fecret, refolving to go and join 
Baba Soltan at Hazarafb. He took with him fome trufty Turkmans and Jagatays 
with two hundred Uzbeks newly efcaped from Bukharia. He began his march by the 
river of Urjenz : but coming near the little town of Zilpuk, he found himfelf of a 
fudden furrounded by the troops of Khojam-kuli; who imagining the Soltan could 
not poflibly efcape him, ordered his officers to take him alive. But Mahamet Kulf 
forming one large fquadron, with his men rufiled headlong on one of the enemy’s- 
wings, and breaking through them, retired into the country of the Mankats a ; where 
he tried to draw Kuzuk Khan into his intereft, by proposing to marry his lifter t 
but that Prince fearing Abdallah Khan’s refentment, in cafe he gave Mahamet 
Kuli proteftion, had him arrefted, and fent to the Ruffians 3 , where he foon after 
died. 

Hajtm Khan being informed of what had happened, left Urjenz, accompanied by his 
fon Arab Mahamet, and fome foldiers, defigning to go to Mankiftdak. But the enemy 
having overtaken him the third night after their departure, he was obliged to fight with 
them ; and being worfted, endeavoured to retire. The enemy continuing ftill to follow 
him, he was forced next morning to a new engagement, in which he loft more than 
half of the few men he had with him : fo that he was conftrained, once more, to rake 
refuge at Aftarabad, from whence he repaired to the Shah at Kazwin. Abdallah Khan 
went in perfon to befiege Hazarafb; and having taken it, caufed Baba Soltan and his 
fifteen men to be flain. After which he returned into Great Bukharia, where he 
died 4 the laft day of the year 1597, called Tauk, or the hen. 

On the news of his death, Shah Abbas Mali having gathered a great army, came 
next year and encamped near Baftam. There Haj'im Khan entreated the Shah to let 
him take a turn towards Bukharia to try if Abdal Momin, who had fucceeded his father, 
would reftore him one of his towns, that he might end his days in quiet. Shah Abbas 
having given his confent he departed, accompanied by Arab Mahamet Soltan, and his 
grandion Isfandiar Soltan, with a retinue of fifteen perfons, leaving Burandu, fon of 
Ibrahim Soltan, behind: but having loft his way the fecond ftage, he found himfelf at 
length near the mountain Kuran, when he thought he was about Marti. As this mif- 
take embarraffed him extremely, he refted there that night, to confider what he had to 
do: but going at fun-rife to fit in the fhade to fay his prayers, becaufe it was midfum- 
iner, he faw two Naymans on horfeback coming from towards Yaurfurdi; who, at 
their approach, wilhed him long life, and informed him, that Abdallah Momin Khan, 
in his way from Khorafan to his own dominions, was flain at Zamin % by his own 
people, and that they came in fearch of him to bring him the news. 

1 Thefe were the old Mongols, who came with Jagatay Khan into thefe parts, from whom thev took 
the name. 1 Or, Karakalpaks, who poflefs the weft part of Turkeftan. » Urns’s in the original. 

4 So that Olearins muft be miilaken, who fays, that this Khan, with his brother, and tliree of his fans, 
were taken by Shah Abbas, and put to death. * Or Zam, on the river Amir, 
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Hafim Khan, rejoiced at thefe tidings, made hafte to Urjenz, where he arrived in 
eight days, and found the city without governor or garrifon : for in the confufion 
which the affairs - of Great Bukharia fell into, after the affaflination of their Khan, the 
enemy withdrew out of Karazm. Hajim kept Urjenz and Wazir; he affigned Khayuk 
and Kat to his fon Arab Mahamet, and gave Isfandiar, his grandfon, Hazaralb. Soon 
after, the Uzbeks made prifoners by Abdallah Khan took the opportunity to return 
home ; as did, in the third year, Siuntz Mahamet Soltan ; at whofe arrival from the 
lands of Rum his father refigned the dignity of Khan in his favour, and retired to 
lived at Khayuk with Arab Mahamet Soltan. But that Prince did not long enjoy the 
fweets of reigning : for he died a year after his return to Urjenz, and his fon Abdal¬ 
lah Khan, who iucceeded him, lived but another twelve-month. At length Hajirn 
Khan died, in the year 1602, called Bars 1 , or the tiger 5 . 


4. The Reign of Arab Mahamet Khan, and Isfandiar Khan . 

Arab Mahamet Khan. — Invafions by Kofaks, and Kalmyks .— Plots again ft the Khan : twa f his 

Sens rife in Rebellion ;■—Matters accommodated: — rebel a fecotid Time. — Abulgkdzi Soltan s Pro- 
pofal to kill them : — the Khan marches againji his Sons ; — is taken Prifontr : —Jlmn by Ilbars .— 
Isfandiar’s Attempt defeated by Perjury : — yet he recovers Karazm. 

ARAB 4 MAHAMET Khan fucceeding his father, added Kat to his fon Isfandiar’s 
portion. Six mohths after, while he was palling the fummer on the banks of the 
river Amu, the Ruffians of Jaik s knowing there were no foldiers in Urjenz during 
that feafon, came with a thoufand men; and after they had killed a thoufand of the 
inhabitants, loaded as many chariots with the molt valuable effects, burning what they 
could not carry away, and marched off with a thoufand females. The Khan being in¬ 
formed of this in time, went to cut oft' their retreat at a certain defile, which he fo well 
intrenched and palifadoed in hafte that the enemy could not force him, till after an attack 
of two days: however, they were obliged to leave all their booty behind. Meantime the 
Khan, who did not deiign to let them efcape him fo cheaply, having gotten the ftart of 
them by crofs roads, went to wait for them at another pafs : which the Ruffians not being 
ablee to force, and water beginning to fail, fo as they drank the blood of their flam, they 
made a laft effort; which fucceeded fo ill with them, that fcarce an hundred men efcaped,' 
Thefe made over to the river Khefel, where they built a cabin a good way beyond Tftk, 
and there lived by fifliing, waiting an opportunity to get back: but five days alter, the 
Khan being informed of their abode fent men there, who flew them all. 

Six months after a thoufand Kalmuks 1 ’ came to furprize fome Uzbeks, who dwelt 
along the Khefel towards Kat, and having killed a great number of them, were, on their 
return, loaden with booty and prifoners. But Arab Mahamet Khan being informed 
thereof, purfued them fo brifkly that they had much ado to efcape him, after leaving 
all which they had taken behind them. 

Sometime after theNaymans, who never reliflied well the government of this Khan, 
brought lecreily into Khayuk, KhifteranSoltan, defeended of Ilbars Khan, with a defign 
to kill Arab Mahamet, and let the other up in his room. But the Khan having timely 
notice of the plot, had the Soltan feized and put to death. As lor Safi Mirza, the chief 
confpirator, his own brother Baba Mirza killed him, as a perfon unworthy to live after 


! Or Pars. See the Tartar Cycle, p. 400. 


In the tranflation Arap, according to the TurkUh pronunciation. 


1 Or Turkey. 

p. aoy, et feq ,. w . 

tranflation Unifies. Thefe were the Kofakfi who dwell on the river Ja'i'k, or YaTk. 
call die Eluths in contempt, and from them the Ruffians have the name, 
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fuch an offence. Two years after, Safli Mirza, with twenty Vigurs, went from Urjenz: 
to Samarkant and fetched from thence Seleh Soltan, a defcendant of Haffankuli Khan j 
whereof the Khan being informed, he went forthwith to Urjenz, and put the new pre¬ 
tender to death, without inquiring farther after his accomplices, who, he laid, might 
have been innocently drawn into the plot. 

Ten years after, a thoufand Kalmyks having invaded ICarazm on the fide of Bakirgan, 
plundered many habitations, and returned with a great number of prifoners, in fpite of 
all the pains that was taken to purfue them. 

Arab Mahamet Khan had feven Tons by feveral wives, Isfandiar Soltan, Habafh, Ilbars, 
Abu’Ighazi Bahadur, Sbatif Mahamet, Karazm Khan Soltan, and Augan. After that 
Prince had reigned peaceably for fourteen years, one day, when he was gone to Urjenz, 
feveral young men perfuaded Habfh and Ilbars (the one fixteen, the other fourteen) 
to go with them from Khayuk to Urjenz, that they might be received in quality of their 
father’s fucceffors. Being advanced to a fountain in the country of Piftiga (only one 
day’s journey from that city) where they If aid ten days, the Khan fent lor them to come 
to him, and to tell them, that he would give them Wazir fora portion. Their anlwer 
was, that they would come as foon as their men were gotten together. Arab Mahamet 
might have quaflied this fedition at once, by only publi/hing his orders, that none fliould 
join the Princes, for he was much feared by his lubjefts : blit neglecting this precaution, 
though at the fame time he knew many went to fee them, the people imagined what 
they did was by his own content. 

The young Soltans judging themfelves ftrong enough, made an irruption into Khora- 
fan ; from whence they returned to their fir ft camp leaden with plunder, and lent two 
Perlians as a prefent to their father. After this they difmilled all their troops excepting 
fourfcore men. Hither the Khan fent again a Vigur lord, to exhort them to come 
before him : but the Uzbeks between the countries of Darugan and Bakirgan, who 
had joined them, anfwered, that the Princes had no occafion to go to their father, and that 
they had nothing to do with him. As this language foreboded a rebellion, the Khan 
being feized with fear, departed inftantly for Khayuk. Hereupon the two Princes went 
anew to ravage the Perfian territories; and at their return fieizing all their father’s 
granaries, diftributed the corn among their troops, which increafed them confiderably. 
Wheat was then fo cheap, that two hundred weight might have been had for a tanga; 
for nothing but that grain was fown from the final 1 town of Modekan, to this fide of 
Bakirgan, and as far as the country of Kuigan. The Khan, who poffetfed a great extent 
of land on that fide, caufed theKhefel to be cut behind Tuk, and by means of that open¬ 
ing with feveral canals, watered his lands. After which the opening being (hut, the 
river refumed its courfe to the fea of Mezanderan. 

Arab Mahamet finding the mutineers multiply daily, came to an agreement with his 
fons, giving up to them Wazir, and all the Turkmans depending on it. After which, 
the two Princes, followed by four thoufand men, went to Khayuk, to falute their 
lather. 

Four years after, Ilbars Soltan affembled troops near Wazir, under pretence of going 
to befiege Yaurlurdi; but hearing the Khan was on the road to Urjenz, he went and. 
took Khayuk. Arab Mahamet being informed of this furprize, turned back, by advice 
of his lords, who were of opinion that on his approach Ilbars would quit the city. But 
being come to Khalgan, a little town near that place, the Soltan fent thither five hundred 
men, who entering in the night, feized him and all his retinue. From thence being 
carried to Khayuk, Ilbars detained them all as his prifoners, and diftributed among his 
troops all the money his father had been hoarding for many years, as well as the effects 
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of the captive lords The other brothers being informed of that deteftable action, 
refolved to make war on Ilbars, even Habafli himfelf offered to accompany them: but 
they were diverted from that purpofe by l'ome of their lords, who judged that fuch a 
proceeding might put their aged father’s life in danger ; while Ilbars, if let alone, would 
releafe him of his own accord; as ffiordy after it came to pafs. 

The Khan being come back to Urjenz with his fon Isfandiar, they refolved to feize 
Ilbars Soltan; but he difcovering their defign, fled to the defart with only five or fix 
men : however, they ruined his habitations, and tranfplanted the greater part of his 
lubjefts. At their return from this expedition, Abu’lghazi Soltan propofed to go kill 
his brothers Habafli and Ilbars, who ftill clofely correfponded, as the only way to fecure 
his father’s life: but the Khan would determine nothing till he had confulted Zin Haji 
Abu lghazi returning at the time appointed, and finding that lord did not approve of his 
propofal, put his father in mind how he had been deceived before by Zin Haji’s magni¬ 
fying the forces of thofe Princes to whom he was fent on their firlt revolt; which had 
obliged him to retire to Khayuk, when he might eafily have feized them, but for that 
falfe reprefentation 2 . He added, that as every body eife he had confulted approved 
of his defign, except Zin Haji, it confirmed him in the opinion he had all along enter¬ 
tained, that he and his brother Kurbauk were traitors; and held a criminal correfpon- 
dence with Ilbars, by means of their two other brothers, who were the molt intimate 
confidants of that Prince. In fhort, he told his father, that if he did not follow his 
counfel, he would repent it when it was too late. 

For all this, the Khan refufed to enter into his meafures ; nor would Isfandiar Soltan 
join with him. Meantime Habafli being informed, by one of their fpies, of Abu’l- 
ghazi’s projeS, never forgave it him. Five months after, Arab Mahamet Khan, begin¬ 
ning to repent his not having followed the author’s advice, fent orders to Isfandiar Sol¬ 
tan and him, to join him immediately with their troops at Khayuk. In the interim he 
fent to tell Habafli and Ilbars, that as they had ten perfons about them who never 
ceafed giving them evil counfel, in cafe they delivered them up to him, he could pardon 
all that was pafl:; otherwife, he would own them no longer for his children. Upon 
their refufal’ the Khan advanced with his troops to Kandum, a borough not far from 
Khayuk, were he waited for his fons. Abu’lghazi, leaving his men to follow leifurely, 
rode before J ; and being come to Kandum, propofed to his father to inarch along the 
right fide of the river, while he, with his eight hundred men, fhould oblige the Turk¬ 
mans, who incamped in the defart, and were more than halt oi them his fubjetts, to 
join him ; refolding to deftroy thofe who belonged to his rebel brothers, in cafe they 
refufed : for, without their affiftance, they could not raife four hundred men. But the 
Khan not approving of his advice this time neither, as foon as Isfandiar arrived with his 
troops, they proceeded. When they were entered into the country of Ikzi Kumani, 
Abu’lghazi fet upon his father once more to make a diverfion among the Turkmans j 
but to°as little purpofe as before. In fliort, having advanced by flow marches as far 
as the little canal called Tafhli Ghermilh, the two Princes, who had time enough given 
them to get all their forces together, came and charged their father fo vigoroufly, that 
his men began prefently to fly, and left the unfortunate Khan a lecond time prifoner 
in’the hands of his unnatural Ions 

• Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 312, et feq. ’ Abu’lghazi Soltan fhould have made life of this 

arjnuneut before, when his father propofed confulting Ziti Haji, in order to have di/Tuaded him from that 
deVign. 1 He left Kat in the morning: he tame to Kandum late in the evening. * Hiftory or 
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In thi i battle, which was very bloody, Abu’lghazi Soltan, being hemmed in by forty 
men. was brought off by fix of his own, who came to his relief in the nick of time. 
On this occafion he received affiot with an arrow in the mouth; fo that he was obliged, 
afterwards, to have fome little bone of the jaw taken away on the fraflured fide. After 
this, he made towards.a river, which he was obliged to crofs by fwiinming ; but had 
fcarce got off his coat of mail, before the enemy came running after him, and crying, 
kill! kill! Hereupon plunging into the bream, which was very rapid, he with difficulty 
efcapcd drowning, by giving the horfe his head, and holding faff by the main. Having 
gotten over with three of his men, he took the road to Kat, where he found ten more; 
and with them retired into Great Bukharia, to Imam Kuli Khan (the fucceflor of Ab’dol 
Momin Khan) who received him very kindly at Samarkant'. 

Isfandiar Soltan having retreated to Hazarafb with his brothers Sharif Mahamet and 
Karazra Khan Soltan, Ubars and Habafh came and befieged them: but, at the end of 
forty days, coming to an accommodation, Isfandiar retired to the Shah of Perfia’s 
court, under pretence of making a pilgrimage to Mekka, leaving the city in poffeflion 
of Sharif Mahamet Soltan, who, four months after, retired into Great Bukharia to his 
brother Abu’lghazi Soltan. Karazm, by his departure, falling intirely into the hands 
of Ubars and Habafh, they divided it between themfelves : the firfl: had Khayuk and 
Hazarafb; the latter, Urjenz and Wazir, with their dependencies. They aiJIgned 
iheir father the little town of Kumkala, to live there with his three wives and two 
youngefl fons : but a year after, Ilbars having fent for his father and two brothers, 
caufed him to be put to death with Karazm Khan Soltan, and fent Augan Soltan to 
Ilabafh with the fame intent. This latter, without whofe knowledge all the reft had 
been done, unwilling to imbrue his hands in the blood of his brother, had him conveyed 
to Rufiia, where he died. As to the two fons of Isfandiar Soltan, who were both infants, 
Ilbars had them educated at Khayuk. Arab Mahamet Khan loft his life in the year 
1621 % called l’t, or the Dog, after having reigned twenty years. 

The news of the Khan's death having reached the Perfian court, the Shah gave Isfan¬ 
diar Soltan three hundred chofen men, to try if he could recover his father’s dominions. 
'Having been joined on the road by a hundred and feventy Turkmans, of the tribes of 
Taka and Yamut, he advanced directly to the camp of Habafh Soltan ,near Tuk, but 
found him not there. That Prince was then feailing at the houfe of one of his lords ; 
when hearing of a hidden the trumpet found (which is forbidden on any account, 
except on the approach of an enemy) he inftantly took horfe, and fled to Ilbars Soltan. 
After this, all thofe who had any regard for the memory of the late Khan, as well as 
fuch as were the fubjefts of his other fons, came and joined Isfandiar, whofe affairs 
were taking the belt turn imaginable, when the artifice of one Nafar Khoja intirely 
changed the face of them. 

This perfon, defeended from a holy man, called Saghidata, being devoted to Ilbars, 
who had married his daughter, as foonas he faw the ftorm rifing, fent to bid his fon-in¬ 
law take courage, and tell him, that he would be with him in two days, with all the 
men he could get together. To this end, arming fifty men in hafte, he went and feized 
the ford of the river Khefel on that fide, in order to prevent any from palling who had 
a mind to joint Isfandiar. After which he took the koran in his hands, and began to 
curfe that Prince aloud, giving out that he had embraced the Perfian fe£t, and that 

’ Hiftory of the Turks, Sec, p. 333, et fcq. 3 Hejrah 1031. The author of the Defcription of the 
Count ties bordering on the Euxine, andCafpian Seas, at the end of Travernier's Travels, mentions this 
(vent, with fome little variation. 
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wherever he came he put to the fword all the men, and condemned the women and 
children to flavery, As he backed all this with the folemnefl; oaths, many of the com¬ 
mon people (who could not believe that a man of his birth would violate the mo ft facred 
laws purpofely to impofe on them) inftead of repairing to Isfandiar, as they at firlt 
defigned, went over to the two ufurpers. 

IIbars and Habafh, by this means, foon found themfelves in a condition to go in quell 
of their etdeft brother: and the two armies meeting, Isfandiar was forced, after a 
bloody action, to retire towards Mankifblak, However, in that place being joined by 
three thoufand Turkmans, and a great number of Uzbeks, who began to be weary of 
the government of the two princes, he went back again; and his brothers having 
advanced to meet him, with a confiderable army, they continued fighting for twenty- 
two days fucceffively : but, at length, Isfandiar gained the victory ; and having taken 
his brother llbars prifoner, can fed him forthwith to be put to death. Habafh Soltan 
took refuge wiih Sharnik Mirza, a lord of the Mankats *, on the river Yem, hnping 
a good reception from the chief of that tribe, in return for having fent back all the 
Mankat prifoners within his domains, when he reigned at Urjenz ; but that lord detail¬ 
ing his perfidioufnefs, caufed him to be arrefted, and fent him to his brother, who had 
him executed without delay, in the year 1622 % called Tongus* or the Hog 

5. The Reigns of Arab Mahamet Khatiy Isfandiar Kban> and Sharif Mahamet Khan* 

Part it ton of the Towns. — Plot agtfitf the Turkmans* — VIgars and Nay mans fain :—fand in their 
Defence. — New attempt againf the Turkmans. — The Uzbeks defeated. — Abu Ighaz?s Valour. — 
The People defer ting) he returns to Turk fun : —> goes thence to Samarkant: — returns to Karazm* 
Uzbeks majfacred, — Aha Igh&zi fcized } andfent Prifoner to Perfa . — Sharff Mahamet Khan* 

THE news of this event coming to the ears of Abu*Igbazi and Sharif Mahamet, at 
Samarkant, they took leave of Iman ZuJi Khan, and returned to Urjenz. At their 
arrival they caufed Isfandiar to be proclaimed Khan, and divided the dominions of their 
father among them. The Khan had for his fhare, the cities of Khayuk, Haxarafb, and 
Kat ^ Abu’lghazi Soltan, Urjenz, with its dependencies (being then jufi nineteen years 
old) y and Sharif Mahamet Soltan, Wazir, 

The year after, all the principal fubjefts of Isfandiar Khan having gone in autumn to 
pay their court to him, Abu’lghazi Soltan, before he fet out, invited Sharif Mahamet 
with three oFhis fons, to his houfe ; and, in prefence of two of his own vafials, afked 
him if there was not fame animofity between him and the Khan. On his anfwering in 
the negative, he enjoined all the fix to fecrecy by oath j and then told them, lie could not 
comprehend what his brother meant by keeping the Turkmans about him a whole year j 
that, pofiibly, his defign was to deftroy all the Uzbeks about Khayuk, for having always 
favoured llbars Soltan, in which cafe he would be hire to demand help of them: that, 
therefore, the beft courfe they could take was, not to go to Khayuk, which might 
divert his intention: hut that if they muft needs go thither, it was his advice to kill all the 
Turkmans they Ihould meet on the road ; and then prefent themfelves before the Khan, 
with ropes about their necks, to implore pardon ; excufing themfelves on the ufual 
treachery of that people, and the great occafions of complaint they have had againft 
them in times part. But Sharif Mahamet Soltan, not approving of fuch a proceeding*. 

! Nicknamed Kara-kalpaks, * Hejrah 1032. f Hiflory of the Turks, &c. p. 324* et kq* 
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propofed killing Isfandiar Khan himfelf, and caufing Abu'ighilzi Soltail to be proclaimed 
in his room. 

This propofal was approved by four of the lords : but Kurban Haji, a Vigur, and 
one of Abu’lghazi’s vaffals, not fatisfied with rejetting it, declared, that if ever he heard 
any more mention of fuch a plot againfl the Khan’s life, he would impeach them. So 
blunt a declaration having broken their meafures, they went to Khayuk : but four days 
after, being about to return, Isfandiar Khan caufed Abu’lgMzi to be arretted, and all 
the Vigors and Nay mans, who were then in the city, to the number of five hundred, 
to be put to the fword. On this occafion an hundred Uzbeks, of other tribes, were 
flam, although he had forbidden that any of them fhould be touched. In like manner, 
the troops which were feat to deftroy all about Khayuk belonging to thofe two tribes 
(whom he was determined to root out) contrary to his orders, flew all the Uzbeks, 
who dwelt from Hazaralb as far as the high-ftone tower where the river Ainu divides 
in two arms not fparing the very infants at the breafl. 

The Khan, after this, fent Sharif Mahamet Soltan to Urjenz, with orders to caufe 
the throats to be cut of all the Vigors and Nay mans depending on that city. Where¬ 
upon thofe people gave him to under Hand, that they were refolved not to fuffer them- 
felves to be malfacred without felling their lives dear : but that they were ready to quit 
the country, or receive Abu’lghazi Soltan and Mahamet Saynbeg (one of the Khan’s 
mod trufty fervants) to have an eye over their conduct. Thefe propofals appearing 
reafonable to Sharif Mahamet, he fent them to the Khan, who pitched on the la(t 
expedient. Abu’lghazi Soltan being arrived, went and refided on the fide of the 
Khefel, whither Sharif repaired to him, with eighty Turkmans, who went over to 
Mahamet Saynbeg, as foon as he arrived. Meantime thirtv of the moft confiderable 
of the Uzbeks, beyond the river, came to welcome him, and offered him a thoufand 
choice men to be employed in his fervice againfl Isfandiar Khan. On this occafion, 
they propofed to begin by flaying Mahamet Saynbeg and his eighty men ; becaufe they 
looked on the Turkmans as the only authors of the late maflacres of their brethren.j 
and then marching to befiege Khayuk, would put to the fword all fuch of that nation 
as they found in its neighbourhood. 

But this project appeared impracticable to Abu’lghazi Soltan, who knew that the 
Turkmans would be lb much on their guard, that on the lead motion of the Uzbeks, 
they would take flight; fo that before they could reach Khayuk, all the reft of them 
would be removed wi h their effects ; and what was worfe, the Kalmuks, in their ab- 
fence, would come and carry off their wives and children. He was therefore of 
opinion, that they fhould treat Mahamet Saynbeg and his men kindly, and fend them 
back loaden with civilities, in order to lull the Khan afleep : that after this Sharif 
Mahamet fhould go pafs tire winter in the little town of Kayuk, near Urjenz, 
whilft the Uzbeks, beyond the river, fet about malting an intrenchment for their lecu- 
rity, as if in dread of the Kalmuks: That they fhould place guards along the two 
roads leading to the country of thofe Tartars, as though to obferve what paffed ; and 
that infpring a man fhould come running full fpeed from thofe countries, with news of 
a Kalmuk invafion: that on this advice they fhould affemble troops, under pretence of 
going to meet the enemy ; but in the way joining Sharif Mahamet, they fhould turn 

1 One of the arms, called Tokay, pafies by that tower: the other, which is g rested, having quitted 
its old bed, runs by a large channel into the Khefel near Tuh ; which had rendered Urjenz, when the 
author wrote, no better chan a defart. 
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of a fudden towards Khayuk, furprife that city, where there could not be then above 
fixty men about the Khan, and put all the Turkmans to the fword. 

I he Uzbeks however, had no mind to depart from their defign upon Mahamet 
Saynbeg, and Ins 1 urkmans : but they finding it out, retired after night-fall, when 
every body was gone to reft The Uzbeks arriving foon after, Abu’ighazi Soltan told 
them, that as the ihoiteft lollies are the belt, his advice was to fend to allure the Khan 
that they knew not the reafon of Mahamet’s fudden departure; and that if they had 
defigned him any harm, they could eafily have prevented him. But this advice was not 
rehflied by his brother, and the Uzbeks, who infilled that they had no other meafures 
to take, but march to Khayuk. Arriving in two days at the bridge of Talh-kupmk, in 

the country of Khika, they halted there forty days, and killed fome Turkmans, the reft 
retiring to that city \ * 

Meantime the Kalmuks having fuvprifed one part of the Uzbek camp, and carried 
a great number into flavery many of them deferred the army, beginning to have a bad 
opinion of their fuccefs On the news of this revolt, the Turkmans, who dwelt about 
the mountain of Abu lkhan and at Mankilhlak, joining Isfandiar Khan at Khayuk, he 
took the field in his turn, and encountering the Uzbeks in the place above-mentioned 
entirely defeated them. Abu’Jghazi Soltan leeing the battle loft, retired with five 
hundred and forty of his men, into the intrenchment, which they had raifed to cover 
their baggage. In the evening Isfandiar Khan drew near; but the Soltan rallying on 
toot at the head of five hundred men, gave him fuch a warm reception, that he durft 
not make a fecond attempt, intrenching himfelf at fome diftance. After they had 
looked on one another in this manner for fix days, without daring to engage, they 
came the feventh to an accommodation, which the Khan had fet on foot only with a 
view to draw Abu’lghazi into the open field, where he propofed to demolilh him : 
but mi fled of his aim, in regard the Turkmans had gone to pillage the borough of 
Ivhanaka, inhabited by the Saris, juft at the time his brother paffed out ofhisintrench- 
men /V "? we p?*» at .their return, he purfued him with five thoufimd men. The Sol- 

‘“P^g lus defign formed in hafte an indofure with his chariots, and defended 
lnmfelf fo well, that the Khan was obliged at lafl, to come to a fecond treaty. After 
this Abu ighazi, and his brother Sharif Mahamet, taking up their abode at Urjenz, 

all the Uzbeks, who dwelt before on both Tides of the Amu, came to fettle about 
tn^t city. 

Some time after a comet having appeared in the Iky, the common people who were 
perfuaded, confidcnng the extraordinary animofities which reigned among their Princes, 
that it portended fome great calamities, went oil by troops, which they called Top top 
into other countries. Nor was it in the power of Abu’lghazi Soltan to reftrain their 
flight: for while he fern after the party which went out on one fide, two or three others 
withdrew another way ; fome feekmg flielter in Great Bukharia, others in Turkeftan 
with the Kalats 1 and Mankats : fo that having thus, in a month’s time, loft three con- 
iiuerable troops of his fubjefts, he was conftrained to retire elfewhere, to avoid lying at 
the mercy of Isfandiar Khan. Sharif Mahamet Soltan, who was in the fame cafe, went 
to Great Bukhara:: but Abu’lghazi Soltan retired towards the Kafachia Orda, and 
went to vifit Ilium Khan at Turkeftan. * 

I hree months alter, Iflmn going to Tafhkant, to pay his refpefts to Turfum Khan, 
the reigning I mice of thofe provinces, prefented Abu’lghazi to him ; mentioning the 

mcnt^nedXbr^ ofTurkf fl' the 1 ? afa , tfi l a ^ Kafccliia order, 

of the weft part part of Turkeftan, The Mankats, or Karakaipaks* being mafters 
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obligations which they owed his houfe, on account of the protection given many of their 
relations, who had fled to Karazm for refuge. Hereupon Turfum Khan received him 
at his court, and treated him with much diftinction. But two years after Ifhim having 
maflacred the Khan, and all thofe of the Kataguns who were his ancient fubjecls, 
Abu’lghazi feeing there was no lefs difeord between their families than there was in his 
own, went into Great Bukharia. On his arrival he found a very cold reception from 
Iman Kuli Khan, becaul'e he had applied firft to Turfum Khan, who was his enemy. 

For this reafon he told the Uzbeks, who had retired thither before him, that he 
fliould be obliged to hearken to the Turkmans, who promifed to efpoufe his intereft to 
the iitmoft, provided he would forget what was pall. The Uzbeks upon this allured 
him, that though they had retired from him at the appearance of the comet, yet he 
might always depend on their zeal for his fervice : that, on the other hand, they flat¬ 
tered themfeives that he would continue his protection to them; of which they faid 
they had the more need, as they could not depend on the promife of his brother Sharif 
Mahamet Sohan, who was naturally unconftant, and might one time or other fide with 
the Turkmans againft them. Laftiy, they advifed him to go over to the Turkmans on 
the firft invitation, and promifed to repair to him in proper time. 

Shortly after, there came a new deputy from the Turkmans, to let him know that 
Isfandiar Khan, being informed they had invited him to their quarters, had retired to 
Hazarafb, fearing a furprize. Upon this Abu’lghazi Sol tan, followed only by five or 
fix perfons, went direftly to Khayuk, where he was immediately joined by numbers of 
people from all parts. Two months after he learned, that his brother Sharif Mahamet 
being reconciled with the Khan, was arrived at Hazarafb, and that they intended to turn 
all their forces againft him. On this advice he took the field, with what troops he 
had, and the two armies coming to a battle, that of Abu’lghazi Soltan had the better; 
which obliged his two brothers to make peace with him. Yet fix months after they 
came unexpectedly, and befieged Khayuk with above fifteen thoufand men, for all ihe 
Turkmans thereabout joined them: but although Abu’Jghazi had only fix hundred 
with him, he defended himfelf fo vigoroufly that he obliged them at length to return 
with Iofs; the conlequence of which was a new treaty 

Sometime after three thoufand families of thofe Uzbeks, who three years before had 
fled from about Khayuk to the Kufats and Mankats, to avoid the fury of Isfandiar Khan 
returned and went to fettle on the iba-coaft, about the mouth of the river Amu. On 
this news eight hundred others fet forward, on their return from Great Bukharia, in 
order to fettle in the country of Aral: but the Khan, who looked on the Vigurs and 
Nay mans as the caufe of all the misfortunes of his family, being informed thereof, came 
upon them by furprize with fome troops, on the banks of the Khefel towards Kat, and 
put them all to the fword, man, woman, and child. 

Isfandiar Khan taking this occafion to invite his two brothers to court, under pre¬ 
tence of regulating with them what concerned the affairs of the Uzbeks, pwrfuaded 
Sharif Mahamet to repair to the country of Aral among thofe people, as it were of his 
own accord, and unknown to his brother. Next morning fome of the principal Turk¬ 
mans coming to vilit the Khan on that occafion, he folemnly protefted Sharif Mahamet 
had undertaken that journey without his privity ; and to let them againft Abu’lghazi 
Soltan, pretended that it was done by his advice. He went farther, and told them, that it 
was this laft, who had recalled the Uzbeks to fettle in the country of Aral, with a defign 
to make nfeof them againft the Turkmans, and that he had fent his brother thither to 

1 Hiftory oftheTutfo, &c, p, 341, ct 
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prepare them for that purpofe : he concluded by faying, that, as from thence if appeared 
he was conniving fome dangerous plot againft them, their only courfe was to prevent 
him by feizing his perfon. 

This advice having been approved of by all the affembly, he caufed the gates of the 
caftle to be flint, and lent to arreft Abu’lghazi Soltan, who was ftili fail afleep. After 
this the Khan earning him to Yaurfurdi, ordered the governor to fend him under a 
ftrong guard into Periia: that officer for better fecurity, conduced him in perfon to 
Hamadiin, where Shah Sefi % the. fucceflor of Abbas, then was; who ordered him to 
be conveyed to Ifpahan, where he afllgned him a houfe and ten thoufand tanga 1 
a-vear, for his expences 3 ; but at the fame time had him carefully watched, that he 
might not efcape. 

Isfandiar Khan died the firlt day of the year 1634 4 , after having reigned twelve 
years, and left two fons, Yuflian and Afhraf. He was fucceeded by his brother Sharif 
Mahamet Soltan, who fixed his refidence at Urjenz. This Khan was much at variance 
with the Kalmuks (or Eluths), who in his time came and feized a great part of Karazm. 
He died in the year s 1642 6 , leaving, as it fliould feem, the throne vacant. 

6. The Reign of Abtfilghd&i Khan . 

His Birth and Marriage: — efcapes from Ifpahan : — fufpeeled at Bafam ; — gets out of Pcrfta : —'• 
received by the Turkmans : — is proclaimed Khan : — attacks Khayuk, without Succefi r: — after¬ 
wards takes it : — perfidious Dealing with the Turkmans .— Knhnuk Inv.ofiotu repelled by the Khan : 
— he invades Great Bukhdrta : -—makes great Ravages : — attacked in his Retreat by a great 
-Army ; — his brave Defence : — defeats the Enemy : — makes new Invafions : — reftgns the Crown: 
■—his Death. — Abu Ighdzi Khans Character: — he is honoured in Per fa. — Anufisa Mahamet 
Khan leagues agaitfl Perfta : — wakes great Ravages. — Haji Mahamet Bahddur Khan’s Embcjfy 
to Rttjfia. — Revolution in Karazm. 

ABU’LGHAZI Soltan was bom at Urjenz in the year 1605 7 , on Monday, in 
the month of Asfet, at fun-rife, forty-eight days after the defeat of the Kofaks before- 
mentioned 1 j who having met with, near the river Jaik, ten merchants of Urjenz, 
trading to Ruffia, flew eight, and made the other two ferveas guides in their expedition. 
On this occafion his father Arab Mahamet Khan faid, that child will be happy, becaufe 
his enemies were defeated before he was born v ; and in regard his mother was de¬ 
scended from Soltan Ghazi IO , Ton of Ilbars Khan, he gave him the name of Abu’lghazi 
Bahadur, and when he was fixteen years of age, married him, granting him one half of 
Urjenz ; the other half of which he at the fame time afligned to Habafli Soltan. The 
year following ", upon fome difference which happened between the two brothers, his 
father gave him the city of Kat for his portion ; and not long after the unfortunate 
battle was fought, wherein the Khan was taken prifoiier, and put to death by his un¬ 
natural fons 11 . 

' He afeended the throne in 16 29, at the age of fixteen. 1 Coin of Karazm. 3 This happened 

about the year 1630 ; for it was thirteen years before he was proclaimed Khan. 1 Hejrali 1044, 

called Ghilki, or the horfe. s Hcirah 105 2. * Hiitory of the Turks, &c. p. 329, and 347, 

ft icq. 7 Hcirah 101 j, called Taulhkan, or the hare. 8 P. 502. * The Tartars, in general, 

are lull of luch fuperilitious whimfies. 10 Here the author gives his genealogy from Adam, which 

the reader may ealily trace from this hiitory as high as Jenghiz Khan, whole pedigree has been already fet 
■forth. “ This was ki i6zi. Hejrali 1031. 17 Hiflory of the Turk?, as before, p.330, 

ct feq. 
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What pafied from that time, till Abu’lghazi Sol tan was fent into Perfia, has been 
already related. After he had remained there in the condition of a prifoner ten years, 
he formed the defign to make his efcape. This having been approved of by three of 
his domeftics whom he acquainted with it, he called the perlon who had the guard of 
him, and after he had ordered him to take a horfe, which had been fent him for his 
kitchen, to the butchers, gave him a thoufand tanga, bidding him go buy a pretty Have, 
and pafs the night with her. His ward being gone full of joy at his prelent, Abu’l¬ 
ghazi, and his men, went in the evening to a neighbouring liable, and took out eight 
horfes ; after which he caufed ail their beards to be ihaved: when every body 
was at reft, he made one of them who could fpeak the Turkilh and Perfian, to put on 
his belt cloaths, becaufe he was to reprelent the mafter: the fecond domefiic was 
drefTed as a fort of gentleman: the third wore the garb of a valet, and himfelf was dif- 
guifed like a groom. 

In this equipage leaving Ilpahan, they got fafe to Baftam 1 : but three of their horfes 
failing a little beyond that city, they were obliged to flop at a village on the road, called 
Boyilh, inhabited by Saghits. He who palled for the mailer being feated on a carpet 
at the gate, with one of the valets Handing behind him, while the other held the horfes, 
Abu’lghazi entered into the place to fwap the tired cattle. He prefently got oft' two of 
them : but having alked one among the crowd who flocked about him," which was the 
way to the village of Maghi; an old man of feventy grew l'ufpicious of him, telling his 
neighbours, that as fcarce one in ten of themftlves knew the way to Maghi, he judged 
this mud be the Soltan of the Uzbeks, who was making his efcape. He added, That 
as in cafe it was fo, there would be couriers after him in a day or two ; he advifedthem 
to feize and carry him to Baftam, or at leaft not to exchange horfes with him, in regard 
thofe who did would have a bad time of it. Oil this occafion the counterfeit groom, 
who fpoke the language of the country perfectly well, by way of anfwer, told the old 
man a very formal ftory, too long to repeat here ; which gaining the people on his fide, 
he fwapped the third horfe, and got fufficient information about the road. 

Having made great expedition to pafs the borders of Khorafan, he arrived at length 
m the neighbourhood of Karakum % at a place where the road dividing, one led to 
Mankifliiak, the other to the mountain of Kuran. Refolving to keep "the fields no 
longer (as till then he had done, to avoid meeting much people) he ftruck into the 
latter, and came to a village ; which happening to be inhabited by Turkmans, he alked 
a lad whom he faw near the road, what fort of people thofe were. The boy bavin* 
anfwered, we are Kifilafaks ; he demanded how they came there, fince they belonged 
to Mankifliiak ? The youth replied, that the Kalmyks had driven them out of their 
habitations three years before, and named fome families of the tribe of Iriari, known to 
Abu’lghazi, who dwelt not far off". 

I he Soltan, glad to find himfelf out of (he Perlian dominions, went to the village 
where he was received with extreme joy by the inhabitants, at whofe invitation he Ibid 
there the winter; but in fpring repaired to the Turkmans of the tribe of Taka who 
dwell near the banks of the Amu, at the foot of the mountain Kuran. With theft- he 
ftaid two years, and then went to Mankifliiak, where he found no more than feven 
hundred families, who were reduced under the obedience of the Kalmuks 3 Th 
Khan of the Kalmuks being informed of the Soltan’s arrival in his dominions, fent one 
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of his principal officers to invite him to court *. Abu’lghazi accepting of the invita¬ 
tion, was treated with great diilin&ion the whole year he remained with him : after 
which, having formed a defign of going to Urjenz, the Khan fuffered him to depart, 

with many murks of friendfhip. _ A 

He arrived at that city in the year 1643 *; and fix months after the Turkmans pr<> 
claimed him Khan, in the country of Aral, towards the entrance of the river Amil into 
the fea of Mazanderan : this was in 1644, two years after the death of Sharif Mahamet 
Khan. Yu than and Aihraf, the two fons of Isfandiar Khan, his predeceffor, being in 
pofTeffion of Khayuk and Hazaratb, the Turkmans w'ithin their jurifdictions refufed to 
fubmit to Abu’lghazi Khan ; and put themfelves under the prote&ion of Nadir Ma¬ 
hamet Khan of Great Bukharin, after fending Aihraf Soltan to the Perfian court to be 
brought up there 3 . 

Upon this Abu’lghazi Khan having fent twice to pillage the habitations or the lqb- 
; e as of Khayuk, Nadir Mahamet Khan placed commanders and ftrong garrifons in that 
city, and Hazarafb, and fent Isfandiar Khan’s widow to dwell in the country of Kaniki*, 
having afterwards conferred the government of thole two places on his grandlon Kafim, 
foil of Khifleran Soltan, Abu’lghazi Khan refolved to pay him a vifit. To this end he 
embarked his infantry in the country of Aral, to afeend the river Khefel, as far as the 
bridge of Taffi Kupruk, and followed by land with his cavalry. Being arrived at the 
place of rendezvous, he marched with feme of his foot to the borough oi Kandum, 
and palling a brook which lay between him and the city, hid an hundred and eighty of 
his men in a valley : then with fixty bowmen and twenty muiketeers, advanced, up to 
the place, ordering them not to fire till they faw him fire. 

The enemy perceiving them coming* made a Tally with a thonfatid' men* of whom 
feven hundred had coats of mail, though not above five of the Khan’s were fo accoutred. 
That Prince, without being difinaved at their numbers, drew them dexterouily to the 
place where he defigned ; and then marching up, gave them fo rude a falutation with 
arrows and bullets, at twenty paces difiance, as allayed much of their firft fury ; while 
thofe who lav concealed coming to charge them at the fame time in flank, they foil mto 
confufiori, and fled towards Khayuk. The Khan, who was not able to purine for want 
of horfe, returned, and fent his troops into quarters.—Here Abu’lghazi Khan breaks 
off his hiftory, having been hindered from finilhing it by a grievous ficknefs of which 
he died. "What follows was added by his fon and fucceflbr, Anuflia Mahamet Baha- 

^SomTtime after Nadir Mahamet Khan, of Great Bukharia, having recalled his grand- 
fon Kaflim Soltan from Khayuk ; fent Yakub, one of his lords, to Hazarafb, to govern 
what he poflefled in Karazm : but having, in the interim, been dethroned by his vaffals. 
for his harfli treatment of them, they fet up his fon Abdallaztz Soltan. On the news 
of this revolution, Abu’lghazi Khan marching to Khayuk, in the year 1646% found no 
difficulty to poffefs himf'elf of it: after which he caufed proclamation to be made, that 
all the Turkmans who had quilted their habitations on account of the late troubles, 
might freely return home, on his promife never to think of their paft faults. 

On thefe affurances, thofe who dwelt beyond Hazarafb, fent deputies to the Khan ; 
who ordered, that they Ihoutd all repair to him before that city, which he was going to 

■ The author makes no mention where the Khan of the Kalmfiks kept his court, or whether any part 
of Karazm was then under his dominion. It was at this time that the author learned the Mogul language, 
in which he wrote his hiftory. See Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 31. J Hejrah 1053, called the Ohdan, 
or the ferpent : elfewhere Yilau. 3 Hiftory of the Turks, Ac. p. 349, et fcq. 4 Hejrah 1050 

galled Tauk, or the hen 
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take pofleffionof, and there tender him their faith and homage. The Turkmans being 
alfembled, according to his orders, he lent to defire them to provide his kitchen with 
milk and cattle, for that he intended next day to make a great feaft. This having 
been performed to the Khan’s fatisfaction, he treated them very fplendidly ; but towards 
evening caufed them all to be killed, to the number of two thoufand perfons, and then 
fent to plunder their habitations. 

Next year 1 marching into the country of Tarkhan, in queft of the Turkmans, who 
had quitted Khayuk after Hajim Soltan’s departure, he put to the fword thofe whom 
he found ; but the greater number fled into the province of Bamaburinak, whither he 
went to diflodge them, in the year Zizkan, or the rnoufe \ Such as knew not where 
elfe to go fent their wives and children into the country of Aral, and intrenched them- 
felves under the ruins of forne old walls. The Khan finding them in this fituation, 
m»de them fome propofols ; but as they durft not truft him, they inarched out a foot, 
and threw themfelves defperately on his troops, but were fo well received, that not 
one of them efcaped. After this Abu’Ighazi Khan, being rel'olved to reduce the Turk¬ 
mans fo low, that they fliould not be able to raife djfturbances for the future, made 
feveral expeditions againft them, wherein he chaftized them feverely. 

In the year of Saghir J , a lord of the Kalmuks comiiig with fome troops to Kat, caufed 
many people to be killed, and others to be carried into 11 avery. Soon after another 
arriving to traffic, the Khan let them finifh their bufinefs, and then following them, 
defeated their rear in the country of Yuguruk-balh: after which, coming up with the 
body of their troops, he put them to flight, leaving their effects behind them. Three 
•years after % Abu’Ighazi Khan having been informed, that the Kalmuks hovered upon 
the frontiers both of Great Bukharia and Karazm, with ftrong parties, and made ter¬ 
rible havoc wherever they came, fent Abdolaziz Khan notice to be upon his guard. 
Meantime three lords of the Torgauts invaded the lands of Hazaralb, where theyde- 
ftroyed the village Yefdus, and took out of another, called Danugan, much cattle 
and people. 

Upon this advice Abu’Ighazi Khan took horfe immediately to purfue them, contrary 
to the requeft of his oilicers ; and though they were ten days’ inarch a-head of him, 
yet by riding day and night, he at length came up with their rear, near the mountain 
Irder, whom he defeated ; then purfuing the reft, overtook them in the country 
of Segheri-rabat. where they were fo well intrenched, that it was impoflible to force 
them: but, on the other hand, as they durft not fally forth to continue their journey, 
they fent all the plunder they had taken, with their bows and arrows to the Khan, 
intreating pardon for the offence; pretending they did not know the above-men¬ 
tioned villages belonged to him, and promifing never to invade his dominions for the 
future. Hereupon he fent them back their arms, and fufl'ered them to return home 
in peace s . 

After this, Subhan-kuli Khan of Balk, who had married his brother Sharif Mahamet 
Khan’s daughter, fent to intreat his aid againft Abdolaziz Khan, who had taken the 
field with an intent to deprive him of his dominions “. Abu’Ighazi Khan, willing 
to aliift his near relation, and revenge the injuries done his houfe by Abdallah Kban^ 
advanced in the year Koy, or of the lheep 7 , into the province of Koghertlik, 

’ calle<1 Tt > or tlle year of the dog. • The firft of the duodenary cycle of the Mongols : 

was. ti e year 1648. 3 Or, of the cow, 1649. 4 In the year Lv, or the crocodile, 

aiiTwamig to 165 2. Hillory of the Turks, &c, p. 3*7. 6 Bernier informs us, that Abdolaziz, 

aflift.-,! by Aureng zeb, fent by the Great Mogul, Shall Jehan laid fiege to Balk ; but fufpeding Aureiig- 
zeb v. ght keep the city, when taken, he ftruck up a hidden peace with the Khan, and marched home. 

* Aulwcrmg to the year 1655. 
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bordering on Great Bukharia ; and lent a body of ten thoufand men’ to plunder the 
city of Karakul, while he went in perfon againft that of Siuntz-bala, which he deflroyed 
with thirty or forty neighbouring villages* After this he returned, for a while, to 
Khayuk ; and then, in a fecond invafion made the fame year, plundered Karakul 
afrefii* Thence palling on to the province of Gordifh, he defeated an army of fifteen 
thoufand men (font by Abdolaziz Khan, who was then at Karihi) fcarce a thoufand 
of them efcaping. A great part of thefe threw themfelves into Karakul; but the Khan 
following them, took prifoners all who were not (lain, and burnt the few houfes that 
remained in that town. 

In the year Biztn, or the ape 1 , he took the town of Zarjui% which he entirely 
deftroyed, and plundered the country round it. Next year he went and ravaged the 
province of Yaysi 3 , which extends from the city of Karakul to that of Nerfem ; and 
having taken much plunder, was gone back to his own frontiers, at the fame time that 
Abdolaziz Khan 3 accompanied by Katini Soltan, Was on the march, with a numerous 
army, to make a diverfion in the province of Koghertlik. But as foon as he heard of 
Abu’Ighazi Khan’s return to Korazm, he retreated with fo much precipitation, that many 
of his men killed their horfes, though no one had thoughts of pmfuing them, Abuftghazi 
Khan, who in the mean time had taken a turn to Khayuk, made another invafion the 
fame year, with tweilty-five thoufand men, into Great Bukharia ; and having taken 
the city of Karmina, gave it to be pillaged, returning with confiderable booty, and 
many prifoners. 

But in his retreat having palled a river over a bridge, he caufed Ills tents to be fet 
up there, and believing himfelf very fecnre in that place, ordered that the baggage 
fhould begin to march at midnight, and that the army fhould follow at day-break, 
keeping about his perfon no more than his ufual guard of an hundred men. Next 
morning, fome hours after the army had decamped, one of his principal officers 
entered his tent, and finding him foil fail afieep, cried to him, £fi Rife, fir, is this a 
time to fteep here?” but the Khan made anfwer, Whom is it you would have me 
afraid of, Cmce we have not heard of any enemy troops in all this province?” At the 
fame time one came to inform Abu’ighaza Khan, that troops of the enemy appeared on 
the other fide of the river : and in reality it was Abdolaziz Khan himfelf at the head of 
fixty thoufand men who having been informed, that the Khan of Kara2111 was going 
to befiege Karmina, by a beggar, whom that prince gave an alms to on the road, fet 
forward immediately, with all his Forces. 

Abu’ighazi Khan, on the enemy’s approach, retired leifurely towards his troops j 
which being about to pafs a little marfliy brook, he fent orders for them to halt on this 
fide. Mean time a thoufand horfemen in coats of mail, began to profs him at the 
heels: on which the Khan, having gained a pafs, made his hundred men alight (as 
he did himfelf) the better to make nfe of their inufkets, and fent to order his army to 
return. After this he detached Yadigar Atalik fthe firft lord of his court) with 
thirty men, to attack the thou land hurfe at the entrance of the defile, while he flood 
ready to fupport him with the reft. Yadigar executed his orders with fo much con- 
du£F, that having firft ftumied the enemy, by a clever fire made on them near at hand, 
he knew fo well afterwards how to manage his fmall forces, by retiring or advancing, 
as occafitm lerved, that he dilputed the pafs till Anufha Mahamet Bahadur Soltan 
(the Khan’s fon, then but fourteen years of age) came to his father’s afiiftance, 
at the head of fix hundred horfemen, with three hundred foot foldiers behind 
them. 

1 1656- 3 In the tranflation, Zardfuj. 3 In the tranilation, JaizL 
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Abu’lghazi Khan, upon this reinforcement, marched out of the defile to receive 
thofe thoufand men : but as in the interim the enemy's army had time to approach, 
they were quickly fupported by a great body of troops; which having furroimded the 
Kh^n on all fides, would, doubilefs, having mauled him feverely, if he had not ordered 
his fon, Anuflia Mahamet, with four hundred men, to fall furioufly on the right 
of a great fquadron, which blocked up th£ road to their army, while he attacked the 
left with the fix hundred that remained. This was executed with fo much fuccefs, 
that having forced the enemy's troops on both fides, they made their way through 
them, and rejoined their own, which advanced in hafte, to refeue their Khan from the 
danger he was in. 

As foon as he had put himfelf at the head of his army, he caufed it to march forward, 
under command of Anuflia Mahamet, to attack the enemy's forces, which began to 
appear ; and as foon as the reft of his troops arrived, he made them advance to the 
right and left of his fon, in order to Britain him. Then the engagement becoming 
general, they fought a long time with equal fortune: but at length the juvenile courage 
of Antfha Mahamet prevailing (although the firft time he was at fuch an entertain¬ 
ment) the army of Abdolaztz Khan was defeated, not with franding its great fuperiority, 
and purfued as far as the above-mentioned river h The rout was fo fignal, that a 
great number of the enemy, who could not gain the bridge, were drowned in the 
it ream ; and their Khan himfelf, though much wounded, was obliged to pafs it by 
fwtmming, to avoid being taken. 

Abu'lghazi Khan returning to Khayuk with a great number of prifoners, gave a 
fplendid feaft to all his lords and great officers; and after he had in public extolled the 
valour of his fon, refigned to him the city of Hazarafb, with fubjefts for its defence* 
Next year* the Khan again entered Great Bukharia, and took the city of Wardamfi; 
and caufing it to be Backed, returned loaden with plunder aod prifoners. Four years 
after % he made another expedition thither; and advancing to the very walls of 
Bokhara, the capital of the whole country, caufed all the villages within its jurifdfotion 
to be deftroyed; after which he encamped before the gate Namofga, with au 
intent to take the city ; but cortfidering that there would be no glory in fuch an exploit, 
at a time when the Khan was abfent at Samarkant, and that there were none but women 
and Tajiks, or burghers, in the place, he laid afide the defign till another opportunity, 
and returned with much booty, and many prifoners. 

Abu'lghazi Khan being now fixty years old, began to confider, that there was 
blood enough fhed to fatisfy the pailion of revenging the murder of the Princes of his 
houfe committed by Abdallah Khan ; and that it would be acting againft the dictates of 
confidence to perfift any longer in giving dUlurbaace to a Prince, who was of the fame 
religion with himfelf, while he could more ufefully employ his arms againfl the 
Kalmuks and Perfians. Guided by thefe fentiments, he lent arnbaffadors to Abdolaziz 
Khan, with propofats of peace ; which having been accepted, he recalled his troops 
from the border of Great Bukharia, and fent them towards the country of Khorafan* 
After this, he refigned the throne to his fon Anufha Mahamet Bahadur Soltan, 
with a defign to fpend the reft of his days in ferving God: but he died not long 
after, in the month of Ramadhan, in the year 1074having regined twenty 
years 

1 Ii is much this river is not named, nor are the diftances and fituatbna of places marked diftinftly 

enough to be of fuchfmiee in geography as might have been expected. 3 4 Being that called It, or 

the dog, anfwenn^ to 1658. 1 * In that called Bars, or the tiger, corresponding with 1660. 

4 1663, called Taufhkan, or the hare. 5 Hlftory of the Turks, p. 364, et feq. 
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Chardin gives Abu’Ighazi, or Abu’l Kazi (as hs writes the name) a very advan¬ 
tageous character. He fays, that Prince knew fo well how to difguife the natural 
barbarity of the Tartars, that you would have taken him for a Perfian, he behaved 
with fuch a grace and affability on all occafions; fo that Shah Sefi (for diftindion lake 
called Mazi~) obferving him endowed with fo many rare qualities, admitted him 
into his mejels, or royal affemblies, where he ranked him equal with the grandees 
of his kingdom, ant} for his maintenance afligned him penfions no way mconfiderabier 

The lame author informs us, that on his being brought s to Ifpahan, Sefi looked 
on him not as a robber, but a prifbner of war, and paid him all the honours due 
to a perfon of royal birth ; afligned him a revenue of fifteen hundred tomans, amounting 
to fix thouland pounds; gave him a {lately palace, richly furnilhed, with'a fuitable 
number of officers and retinue to attend him, during the ten years he continued there. 
After his return 4 to Karazm, lie prdved a conllant friend to Perfia, keeping Subhan- 
kuli Khan % and Abdo’laziz Khan 0 of Bokora, in fuch awe, that as foon as either 
of them entered Perfia, he was in the bowels of their territories. 

But after his death, the crown defcending to his fon, Enulh Khan 7 , Abbas the 
fecond withdrew his penfion, which in kindnefs he had given his father: but the fon, 
who looked on it as a kind of tribute, paid by the Perfian monarch to the King of 
Kareflim, or Orkenj, to keep him from plundering his dominions, thought the fureft 
way to recover it, or at leaf! to make himfelf amends for the lofs, would be to ravage 
the frontier provinces. To this purpofe he enters into a league with the two other 
Khans again It Perfia, efpoufing the filter of the Prince of Balk, and giving his own in 
marriage to him of Bokora. 

However, Abu’Ighazi Khan having been of the Shiyah feet, of which the Perfians 
are, and not of the Sunni perfuafion, fuch as the Uzbeks* profefs; Enulh Khan 
made open profeffion of the latter : but his allies, as a proof of his fincerity, required, 
that he lhould begin the war firft, promifing next year to aflift him with all their forces. 
Hereupon the Prince of Orkenj entered Perfia in the year 1665, but met with a 
powerful refiftance : for Abbas having been informed of the confpiracy of thefe petty 
Kings, fet forward with a great army, refolving to conquer their territories, and annex 
Balk to his own dominions. The Uzbeks terrified at his approach, thought it beft to 
dt-fift ; and next year fent their ambaffadors to beg a peace. 

On the death of Shah Abbas II. which happened foon after, the Tartars taking heart 
again, the Prince of Orkenj, in 1667, entered Merve Sava, with his Uzbeks'*; who 
finding no refinance, made ftrange havock; nor could the governors have prevented 
it, if they had force enough, confidering with what fwiftnefs thofe people invade a 
country, and retire. Perfia being then governed by a young unexperienced Prince, 

1 The author fays, the name fignifies Father Arbiter : but Abu’Ighazi fignifies tbe father of one who 
conquers on account of religion. 1 That is, the pafTed reign. 4 According to Chardin, he was made 
prifoner after a battle, in which the Uzbeks loft twelve or eighteen thoufand men, 4 The circum- 

ftances of his efcape are differently told by Chardin. * That is, the Prince, the Have of the praife- 

worthy, meaning god. 6 Chardin writes Abdulhazize Kaan, which fignifies the fervant of the 

Majefty, meaning divine Majefty, 7 That is, the lord of profit, the fiune with Anu/ha Mahamet 

Bahadur Khan. * Chardin writes them Yuibeks ; which, according to the Perfians, fignifies an 

hundred lords, to (hew that they are governed by many Princes. He adds, that the Yufbeks rejeft this 
etymology asfalfe and injurious, faying, it is compounded of Yuli, he, and bek, lord; as who (hall fay, 
he the lord, or he is the lord : as if thefe were the only people on the earth, who are truly lords.—Coronation 
of Suleyman III. p. itj. But in all likelihood this muft be amiftake, fince, according to the Uzbek 
hiftory, they take their name from Uzbek Khan, agreeable to a common cuftoin among tbe Tartars in 
general. * This muft be the territory of Mari, fo often mentioned before, and lor a time belonging 

to Karazm. 
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preparations to repel the enemy went on very flowly. At laft two great lords fet 
forward with four thoufand men, to join the forces already in Khoralan. Six weeks 
after, money was fent to pay the troops in that province, under a convoy of two 
hundred men: hut the Uzbeks getting intelligence of it, fent out a party three thou¬ 
fand ftrong; who took their meafures fo well, that they carried off all the treafure,. 
in fpite of the troops that were detached to overtake them 

From this time we find but little mention in authors about the affairs of Karazm, till 
1714, when, according to Bentinck, Haji Mahamet Bahadur Khan, grandfon of 
Abu’lghazi Khan, fent a minifher to Petersburg, to treat of an alliance with the court 
of Ruflia \ Webber mentions this Prince, but calls him only the Khan of Uzbek, 
and fays, the defign of the embaffy was to prevail on Peter I. to oblige Ayuka Khan % 
his vaffal, not to join with the Princes his neighbours, or ftir them up againft him. 
On which condition he offered to aflift the Tfar with fifty thoufand horfe, at any time, 
and allow his karawans a paflage through his dominions to China ; which journey might 
be performed on a good road in four months, whereas that through Siberia was very 
long and troublefome *. He propofed alfo to enter into a treaty of commerce with 
Ruflia, which would prove of great advantage. 

The ambaffador was Acherbi, about fifty years of age, of a lively and venerable 
afpect, wearing a long beard, and anoftrich feather on his turban, which none but the 
chief lords wear. He faid his Khan was turned of twenty, and the year before married 
the Ring of Perfia’s eldeft daughter: that his country was called Uzbek s , and 
refidence Khiva, which confifted only of tents and huts, but never fixed to a certain 
place 6 : that the Khan is a fovereign prince, but his authority limited by a fort of 
fenate ; that he was able to raife two hundred thoufand horfemen; in which number 
the Tfar judged were included all his male fubjeffs, old and young : Laftly, that the 
country of Uzbek bordered on China, Hindu (tan, and Perfia. Among other things 
it is mentioned, that the Tfar liked the ambafiador’s mufic well enough 7 , on which 
occafion it mull be obferved, that the inhabitants of Karazm were formerly very famous 
for their proficiency in that art ®. 

Bentinck informs us, that between 1714 and 1724, when he wrote, there happened 
a revolution, of which he knew not the particulars Perhaps that mentioned by 
Nacchi the Jefuit I0 , may relate to it. This miflioner takes notice, that forae years 
before he wrote, he faw the Prince of the Uzbeks pafs through Aleppo, in his way 
to Mohammed’s tomb, with an intention to live there a private life. His fon had 
rebelled, and having feized him, caufed his eyes to he put out, that he might have no 
longer hopes of re-afcending the throne. He marched on horfeback with his eyes 
bound up, condufted by fifty guards. But fince that time we underhand, fays Nacchi, 
that the fon died miferably, and his father was reftored ll . 

It may be prefumed, that Haji Mahamet was the unnatural child, although the title 
of Haji, or pilgrim, better fuits the blind Prince : but Mahamet feems too young to 
have had fuch an enterprizing fon. However that be, in 1719 the Uzbeks of Karazm 
ought to have had a Khan of an enterprizing genius, and who could fee well to com¬ 
mand in perfon the expedition againft: Beckowit. 

’ Chardin’s Coronation oFSoleyroan, p, i n5, et feq. 3 Hiftory of the Turks, &C. p, 373, in the note. 
* See before, p. 401 .a. ’ But ihould that road be deferted, it would hinder the peopling of Siberia. 

4 The author miftook the name of the people, for that of the country. 6 That is, his fu miner camp il 

not fixed : but liis winter refidence is Uijenz, or fomeother city, 7 Prefect ftate of Rulfia, vol. i. p. 20, 
et feq. ’ Dela Croix’s hiftory of Genghjz Can, p.240. » Hiftory of the Turks, &c. as before, 

P- 373 * 10 He wrotc between 1720 and j 734, when his memoirs were printed, ia the fourth tome of the 

Memoircs des Millions en Syrie, et eu Egypt. 11 See Journey from Aleppo to Camafcus, p.8o, et feq. 
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CHAP, V. *— A DESCRIPTION OF GREAT BUKHARIA* 

BOKHARLA, Bukharia, Bogaria, Bokaria, or Boharia, as it may be varioofly 
written, is the name given at prefent to all the country or traft of land between Karazm, 
and the great Tandy defart bordering on China* It hgnifies the country of the Bukhara, 
which AbuMghazi Khan informs us, is a Mongol word, implying a learned man: 
becaiife, adds he, all thofe, who have a mind to be inftru&ed in the languages and 
fdences, go into Bukharin T . Hence it appears that this name has been impofed by 
the Mongols, who conquered this region in the time of Jenghiz Khan, The fame 
author mentions the Bukhara elfewhere s j but in thofe places the term feenis to be 
reflrained to the inhabitants of the city of Bokhara, This vaft region is divided into 
two parts, the Great, and the Little Bukharia : but it is obfervable, that although 
AbuMghazi Khans frequently fpeaks of the former, he never once mentions the latter j 
which name, poffibly, may not be fo much in ufe with the Uzbeks ; or may have 
come in ufe only fince the Eluths, or Kalmuks, conquered the countries comprized 
under that denomination in the laft century. Both names are in ufe with the Ruffians, 
from whom they came to us. 

SECT, I. — THE NAMES, EXTENT, SITUATION, AND PROVINCES OF GREAT 

BUKHARIA. 

Namssy Bukharia, — Maward* Inahr. — Turin.—Uzbeks Country : —■ Its Situation and 
Extent: — Soil and Produce ;— Divifton. 

THE country of Great Bukharia is nearly the fame with that, called by the Arabs, 
Mawara'lnahr: which fignifies, what lies beyond me river, meaning the Jifiun or 
Ainu, by the Greeks, Oxus; and is little other than a tranflation of Tranfoxana, the 
name given by the fame ancients to thofe provinces. Under this appellation was 
comprehended all the fpace of country thofe powers pofleffed beyond that river, which, 
at different times, was of different diinenfions. Although generally Mawara*Inahr 
fignihed all the lands between the Jihun, and the Sihun now called Sir, which 
feparated them from thofe of the Turks; who, during the dominion of the Arabs 
in thefe parts, fpread very far over Grand Tartary, However, AbuMgbazi Khan, 
though in fome places he feems to ufe the words Great Bukharia and Mawara’Inahr, 
to denote the fame country ; yet, in other places, the firffc name feems to be more limited, 
and even refrained to the territories of the Khan of Bokhara, one of the three powers 
into which Great Bukharia is divided. 

Great Bukharia is alfo comprized under the name of Turan 4 , or the country of 
the Turks 5 ; which is likewife given, by the Arabs and Perfians, to the countries 
north of the Ainu, in oppofition to Iran, or Per fra at large, fituate to the fouth of 
that river ; and includes a confiderable part of what fell in divifion to Jagatay Khan, 
fecond fon of Jenghiz Khan, from wiiofe defendants the Uzbeks conquered it. But 
here it rnuft be obferved, that Abu’lghazi Khan ufcs the word Turan in a different 

r See Iiiftory of the Turks, &c, p, io8. 1 The fame, p. 14 z f et feq. 3 By the Greeks, 

Jaxartes. 4 Abu’lfeda fays, the name of Turan is given to all Mawara’lnahr, tiiat is, the eountrle# 

belonging to the Hayatelah, So thofe people were called by the Arabs: but by the Perimus, Abtelah, or 
Water of Gold, Thefe are the Ephthalites of the Byzantine hiftomni, 5 Or of Tftr, from whom 

the Periians fay the Turks are defended. 
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fenfe, namely, to denote the countries lying between the river Sir, and the Icy Sea % 
or, perhaps, more particularly Siberia: For he tells us, that Kuchum, or Kujum 
Khan was driven by the Ruffians, out of the country of Turan 1 } and it appears 
from the Ruffian hiftory, that he refided at Siber (near Tobollkoy) then the capital 
of Siberia 3 . However, we incline to think with the EnglHh tranflator, that in head 
of Turan, in that place it ffiould be written Tura: and this opinion 4 feems confirmed, 
by a paflage in Abu’lghazi Khan’s hiftory, where the country of Tura is exprefsly 
mentioned, together with Ruflia and Bulgaria; without doubt, to fignify the country 
about the river Tura, in Siberia, which falls into the Obi, over agamft Tobollkoy. 

As our early geographers gave this country the name of Zagatay, or Jagatay, from 
Jagatay Khan, to whofe fhare it fell, fo the more modem call it Uzbek, from its 
prefent poffeffors; as if the name of the conquerors mull neceffarily pafs to the 
conquered dominions. But if any part of this great continent (adds the tranflator) 
ought to be called fo, it fhould be that fituate between the rivers Jaik and Sir ; from 
whence the Uzbeks came, and to which Mirkond refers, when he tells us % Shaybek 
Khan came from Uzbek, and drove Mirza Babor, the firft Great Mogul, out of 
Mawara’lnahr. After ail, continues he, thefe are names given by foreign hiftorians, 
and geographers, to countries, and which are entirely unknown to the natives®. 

Great Bukharia (which feems to comprehend Sogdiana and Baktriana of the 
ancients, with their dependencies) is fituate between the thirty-fourth and forty-fixth 
degrees of latitude, and between the feventy-fixth and ninety-fecond degrees of 
longitude. It is bounded on the north by the river Sir, which feparates it from the 
dominions of the Eluths, or Kalmuks: on the eaftby the kingdom of Kafhgar, in Little 
Bukharia on the eaft : the dominions of the Great Mogul and Perfia on the fouth j 
and the country of Karazm on the weft: being about feven hundred and fixty miles 
long from weft to eaft, and feven hundred and twenty broad from fouth to north. 

According to Bentinck, nature has denied nothing to this fine country to make living 
in it agreeable. The mountains abound with the richeft mines} the vallies are of an 
aftonifhing fertility, in all forts of fruits and puife; the fields are covered with grafs 
the height of a man} the rivers fwarm with excellent fifh; and wood, which is fo 
fcarce all over Grand Tartary 7 , is found here in great plenty in feveral parts. In fhort, 
it is the beft cultivated and inhabited of all the northern Afia. But all thefe bleffings 
are of very little ufe to the Tartar inhabitants, who are naturally fo lazy, that they would 
rather go fteal, or rob and kill their neighbours, than apply themfelves to improve the 
benefits which nature fo liberally offers them 8 . 

Great Bukharia is fubdivided into three great provinces, viz. thofe of Proper Buk¬ 
haria, Samarkand and Balk. Each of thefe three countries hath commonly its par¬ 
ticular Khan; but at prefent the Khan of Bukharia is in poffeffion of the province 
of Samarkant: fo that all which lies to the north of the Amu, and alfo the eaftern ® part 
of what lies to the fouth of that river, being in his hands, makes_ him a very powerful 
Prince. 

* Hiftory of the Turks, p, 14,1. * The fame, p. zop* * The fame* part 2. p.622* 

* The fame, part 1. p.131, 5 Teixeira’s hiftory of the Kings of Perfia, p. 319, 6 See 

hiftory of the Turks, as before, P‘45'2, el feq* 7 The author fays, over the reft of Grand Tartary* 
thus making Bukharia a part of it; but improperly, we think* * Hiftory of the Turks, as before, 

p.* 455 * ? Rather, vve fhould think, the vveltcru part. 
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i. The Province of Proper Bukh&rta* 

Proper Bukhari#*—Provinces > Duruganata; — Gordifl) : — Kuzin and Karmina. — Bokhara City. — 
The Water uniuhalefime* — High Prtejl. — The Khan* — Religious Wars* ~ The Coin. <—* Com¬ 
merce there , with other Nations ; — Eafy Duties . — Karmina . — Wardanji . — Karjh. —* Zatnin f 
or Zam . — Pa/s of the River Amu. 

THE province of Proper Bukhara* or Bokhara, is the mod weftern of the three, 
having on the weft: Karazm 5 on the north a defart, called by the Arabs, Gaznah ; on 
the eaft the province of Samarkant; and, on the fouth, the river AmtL It may be 
about three hundred and eighty miles long, and three hundred broad, 

AbuMghazi Khan, in the hiftory of his wars, mentions feveral provinces and 
towns in Proper Bukhiria, fome of which the French editor gives an account of. 
With regard to the provinces, that author fpeaks of four, viz, Duruganata, Gordilh, 
Kuzin, and Karmina. 

The country of Duruganata is a large province, bordering on that of Yanghiarik 
in Karazm. Gordilh, a large province alfo, towards the frontiers of Karazm, is one of 
the mod agreeable and fruitful in Great Bukharia : it is alfo very populous, and well 
cultivated. Kuzin and Karmina, are two little provinces, fuuate towards the middle 
of Proper Bukharia *, The towns of Proper Bukharia, or Great Bukharia, mentioned 
by Abu'lghazi Khan, are chiefly Bokhara, Zam, Wardanfi, Karakul, Siuntzbala, Karlhi, 
Zarj ui,* Nerfem, and Karmina. 

The city of Bokhara, or Boghar, according to Jenkinfon, is fituated in the loweft 
part of all the country, and, by his obfervation, in thirty nine degrees ten minutes 
latitude, twenty ftages from Urjenz. It is of great extent, and fortified with a high 
wall made of earth. It is divided into three parts, whereof the caftle of the Khan, who 
refides here, and what depends on ir, takes up one : the murfas, officers of the court, 
and thofe belonging to that Prince's retinue, the fecond part: the third, which is 
biggeft, being podefied by the burghers, merchants, and other inhabitants. In this 
lafi divifion, every trade, or profetlion, has its particular quarter* The houfes, for the 
moil part, are of earth ; but the temples, and many other ftru&ures, as well private as 
public, are of (tone % fumptuoufly built and gilt; especially the baths which are fo 
artfully contrived, that the like is not in the world. 

The water of the little river that runs through the city, is very bad, breeding in 
the legs of thofe who drink it, worms ail ell long, between the lleih and the ikin; 
which working out about an inch every day, are rolled up, and thus extracted : but 
if they break in the operation, the patient dies. For all this inconvenlency, it is there 
forbidden to drink any other liquor, but water and mares' milk : fuch as break that 
law being whipped through the markets. There are officers appointed £0 fcarch all 
houfes for aqua vitse, wine or brag a ; and in cafe they find any, to break the veilels, 
fpoil the drink, and punifti the owners : nay, often, if a man's breath fmeils with ftrong 
liquor, he incurs a good drubbing. 

This great flritfriefs is owing to the metropolitan (or head of the law) in Bokhara, 
who is more obeyed than the King: nay, he depofes him at pleafure, as he did the 
King, who reigned when Jenktniou was there, and his predeceflor, flaying him in his 
chamber in the night-time* 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, See* p. 462* ! Beutiack fays, they are of brick, 1 Or, braga, as in 

Abu’lgbazi Khan's hiftury. 
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The King hath no great power* or riches. His revenues are but fmall, and he is 
maintained chiefly by the city : for he takes the tenth of all things there fold, to the 
great impoveriflinient of the people ; and when he wants money to pay his debts* fends 
his officers to take goods from the fhop-keepers upon credit* whether they will, or not. 
Thus he a£ted to pay Jenkinfon for nineteen pieces of kerfey. However* that gen¬ 
tleman was very civilly treated by him who reigned in 1559. ^ He often fent for, and 
difcourfed with him about the laws, religion, and power of the European countries. At 
his inftanee likewife, he fent an hundred armed men in purfuit of robbers, who had 
attacked his karawan: four of whom being taken, were hanged , and part of his goods 
reftored. 

The country of Boghar was formerly fubje£t to the Ferfians, and the Perfian lan¬ 
guage is there fpoken: but the Bogharians are continually at war with thofe neigh- 
bom's, on account of religion* although both nations are Mohammedans. They like¬ 
wife quarrel with them, becaufe they will not cut the hair off their upper lips, as they 
and all other Tartars do* This they reckon a great fin* and for that reafon call them 
Kafrs, that is, unbelievers, as they do the Chriilians* Ten days after Jenkinfon left 
the city, the king of Samarkant came and befieged it, in abfence of that Prince* who 
was at war with one of his kinfmen. 

1 hey have no gold coin at Bukhara, and but one piece of filver \ worth twelve-pence 
Englifh. Their copper money is called pooles, whereof one hundred and twenty go to 
the filver-piece; which is not fo commonly ufed in payment as the copper, the King 
eaufmg it to rife and tall every o her month, and fometimes twice a month. 

As to the trade of Bukhara, Jenkinfon obferves, that in his time there was a great 
refort of karawans from India, Perfia, Balk, Ruffia, and other countries : but he adds* 
that the merchants are fo poor, and bring fo few wares, which yet they mutt wait two 
or three years to fell, that there is no hopes of any trade there worth following* The 
Indians brought nothing but white calicos, and carried back wrought filks, red hides* 
ilaves, horfes, and fuch like j but would not traffic for kerfeys* and other cloth* 

i he Perfians brought krafka, woollen and linen cloth, wrought filks, argomaks, and 
the like ; carrying from thence red hides, with other wares of Ruffia, and Ilaves of divers 
countries. 1 he cloth they had from Aleppo in Syria, and other parts of Turkey ; there¬ 
fore would buy none of jenkinfon's. The Ruffians carried red hides, flieep-tkms, woollen 
cloths, wooden veffels, bridles, faddles, and fuch like, which they exchanged for ca¬ 
licos, filks, krafka, and other wares; but the vent is very fmall* Formerly karawans 
came from Kathay \ when the way was open. They were nine months on the journey* 
and brought mufk, rhubarb, fatin, daniafk, and other goods: but that commerce had 
been obitruCted for two or three years* by the wars which continued to diftraft the 
countries of i afken and Kafgar two cities that lie in the way 4 . 

Bentinck, who fee ms to have taken his defeription of Bokhara wholly from Jenkinfon* 
obferves further, that this city is conveniently fituated for trade with the above-men¬ 
tioned countries ; and that the duties commonly paid there are very moderate* not 
amounting to quite three per cent* But that on account of the extraordinary oppref- 
-ion, which the foreign merchants continually meet with there, the trade is very fmall 
p prefent. However, from hence the dominions of the Great Mogul, and part of 
Perfia, are fupplied with all forts of dried fruits, of an exquiiite flavour ** 


At thick the money of Perfia and the Indies is current here alfo, a Or. China. 3 Or* 
Tafckantand Kafljgar ^t hofe poople, who were at war with Tafhkant, now the capital of -the laf* m 


Turkeftan, were the Ko flaks, 
«£ ieq. * 


xy-rt r * , * Jenkinfon's voyage to Boghar, iu Pureh* F%r* voUii. p. 2:9, 

Hiitory of the Tur* &c, p. 465, et ieq. 1 M 
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The lame author gives fome account of three or four more of the cities belonging to 
Proper Bukharia. Karmina is fituate in the province of the fame name, towards 
the frontiers of Karazm, to the north-welt of Bukhara} and is but inconfiderable at 
prefent. 

Wardanfi lies to the weft of the fame city, near the borders of Karazm. It is a 
pretty large, fcambling town, inhabited by the Bukhara, who traffic into Perfia and 
Karazm. 

Karlhi is fituate on the north fide of the Atnii \ and is at prefent one of the belt 
towns in Great Bukharia, being large, populous, and better built than any other in that 
country. The neighbouring lands are exceeding fertile in all forts of fruits and pulfe, 
and its inhabitants drive a great trade in the north parts of the Indies. 

Zamin 1 is a finall town upon the right (or north) fide of the Amu, towards the 
borders of Perfia. It is remarkable for nothing but its paflage over that river, which 
is of great advantage to the Uzbeks of Great Bukharia, in their expeditions on that 
fide 3 . 


2 . The Province of Samarkand 

Pounds and Extent: — Samar innl City :— The Cajlle :— Famous Academy :— The River :— Silk Papers 

-Fruits. — Otrar, or Farab.—Kojand and Termed .— Kajb—A tighten,—Map of Bukharia. 

THIS province, called Mawara’lnahr, by Bentinck, lies to the eall of Proper Bu¬ 
kharia, and north of Balk. It extends as far as the borders of Kalhgar in Little Bu¬ 
kharia ; being about five hundred and forty miles long from weft to eaft, and five 
hundred broad from fouth to north. 

This country, formerly, was full of flourilhing cities; molt of which are now 
ruined, or much decayed. The chief of all is Samarkand or Samarkand % fituated on 
a river and valley called Sogd s , in the latitude of thirty-nine degrees, thirty-feven mi¬ 
nutes, twenty-three feconds, according to the obfervation of Ulugbeg, who reigned 
here ip 1447. It is feven days’ journey to the north-eaft of Bokhara. It falls lhort, 
at prefent, fays Bentinck, of being fo fplendid as it was in times pall: yet it is ftill very 
large, and well peopled. It is fortified with ftrong bulwarks of earth 6 , and its buildings 
are much in the lame condition with thofe of Bokhara, excepting that one finds feveral 
private houfes built of Hone, there being fome quarries 7 about the town. 

The caftle appointed for the refidence of the Khans, is one of the molt fpacious: but 
as at prefent this province has no particular Khan, it falls infenfibly to ruin *, for when 
the Khan of Great Bukharia comes in the fummer to pafs fome months at Samarkant, 
he ufually encamps in the meadows near the city. 

The academy of fciences in that city, is one of the molt famous among the Mo¬ 
hammedans, who refort from all the neighbouring countries to perform their ftudies 
there. 

The little river, which pafTes by the town, and falls into the Amu % would be of 
great convenience to the place, by opening a communication with the neighbouring 

’ It lies between Bokhara and Samarkant. Timur-beg ufually encamped with his army near this city. 
Karlhi lignifies a palace, a name given to Naklhab, or Nefef. It Hands on the river Tim. 1 Called 

alfo Samiu andZam. * Hiltory of the Turks, as before, p, 464, etfeq. 4 Written by fome, 

Samarkand; s Hence the Sogdiana of the ancients. * Abu’lfeda fays, it had a wide ditch 

round the walls. 1 The fame author fays, they are dug in a hill called Kuhak, and that the ftrects are 
paved with Hones. " To the fouth-weft; others make it to rife a few miles call of the Amii, and 

fall into a lake to the call of Samarkant. 
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dominions, if the Inhabitants had but the induftry to make it navigableBut for trade 
to flourifh, there would require another land of matter than ihe Mohammedan iartai* 

It is faid that Samarkant furnilhes the beautifulleft filk paper made m all Alia, winch 
makes it in great requeft throughout the eaft. The counny produces pears, apples, 
raifms, and melons, of an exquifite tafte, and in fuch plenty, that it fupphes the 
empire of the Great Mogul, and a part of Perfia with them. 

The other remarkable cities in this province were Otrar, Zamuk, kojand, Kalb, 
Saganian, Walhjerd, and Termed : but of thefe we meet with force any account in 
modern travellers. Otrar, called by the Arabs, Farab is the moft dntant city from 
the capital, and lies almoft due north. It Hands in the moll north-weft part of the 
province, on a fmall river, which two leagues thence falls northward into the Sir . 
This place is famous for the death of Timur-beg, or Tamerlan, in 1405 ; and though 
not confiderable at prefent, was the capital of Turkeftan, when that kingdom was m its 

-flouriflnng ftate under Kavar Khan, before-mentioned. 

Koiand, orKoiend, lies feven ftages to the north-eaft of Samarkant, and four fouth 
of TaJhkant, or AHhafh, on the river Sir, being a famous paflage over that river, as 
Termed is over the Amu. Saganian and Walhjerd are feated on the river Saganian, 
that falls into the Amu. Kafli lies not far to the eaft of Karfhi, and fouth of Samar¬ 
kant. Timur-beg was Prince of this city before he rofe to his greatnefc. 

Xo thefe places may be added Anghien, which is the moft eaftern town of note in 
Great Bukharia, Handing near its borders towards Kafhgar, and not far from the fource 
of the Sir, on whofe northern bank it is fituate, in the latitude of forty degrees-, ac¬ 
cording to the Jeiuits maps of Tibet, drawn from the journals of Chinefe and Tartar 
travellers. For exhibiting the country from thence, to the Cafpian Sea thofe mif- 
fioners tranftnitted memoirs, which were put into the hands of Mr. Danville, in order 
to make a general map of Tatary : but as thofe memoirs are not published with the reft 
by Du Halde, nor any marks inferred in this map by roads, or otherwife, whereby one 
inay trace or diftinguilh the places to which thofe memoirs relate; we are quite at a 
lofs to know how far they were of ufe to that fkilful geographer, in drawing the part 
which concerns Great Bukharia, more particularly as to the courfe of the Sir with the 
countries and rivers to the north of it, wherein his map differs fo widely from and 
feems to excel all others. 


3. The Province of Balk . 

Pounds and Extent:—Soil and Produce;—Inhabitants civilized .— City of Bali:—The Khan's Cafle: 
Its Trade. — Anderab.—Lapis Lazuli Quarries. — Badag-Jhdn.—Mines of Gold, Silver, and 
Rubies.*— BMr-tag* 

THE province of Balk or Balkh, lies to the fouth of the province of Samarkant, 
and eaft of that of Proper Bukharia. It Is about three hundred and fixty miles long, 
and two hundred and forty in breadth. _ ^ 

Bentinck obferves, that although this part is but fmall, in companion of all the reft, 
which is in the hands of the Khan of Bukharia ; yet being extremely fertile, and tho¬ 
roughly cultivated, the Prince, in whofe poffeflion it is, draws a fair revenue out of it. 
This province particularly abounds with filk, of which the inhabitants make very pretty 
fluffs. 

* A-bii’lCeda fays, the water was conveyed by leaden pipes into tlie city. See hie Defer* Chorafmia, 
icc, p.6a* * Called, formerly, Jihmi, and Alfhafli, 
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The Uzbeks, fubject to the Khan of Balk, are the mod civilized of all who in¬ 
habit Great Bukharia, to which the large trade they have with the Perfians and Indians, 
in all likelihood, contributes much; excepting in this, and that they are lefs thievifii, 
and more induftrious, they differ in nothing from the other Tatars'. 

The country of Balk is divided into feveral provinces: the moft remarkable are 
Khotlan, or Katlan, Tokhareftan, and Badagflian. Its chief cities are Balk, Fariyab, 
Talkan, Badaglhan, and Anderab. 

The city of Balk is fituate towards the borders of Perlia, about fifty miles to the 
fouth of Termed, on the river Dehalk, which about forty miles thence to the north- 
weft falls into the Amu. Bentinck informs us, that Balk is at prefent the moft con- 
fiderable of all the towns poffeffed by the Mohammedan Tatars, being large, fair, and 
well-peopled: moft of its buildings are of done, or brick; and its fortifications confift 
of bulwarks of earth, fenced without with a ftrong wall, high enough to cover thol'e 
employed in its defence. 

The Khan’s caftle is a great building, after the eaftern fafhion, built almoft wholly 
of marble, dug out of the neighbouring mountains, which afford fine quarries of it. 
It is jealoufy alone which has hitherto preferved this Prince in the poffeflion of his do¬ 
minions, as it is fure to find him a fupport from one of the neighbouring powers, when 
the other appears dilpofed to feize his territories. 

All foreigners having free liberty to tranfaft their affairs in this city, it is become the 
reforc of all the bufinets carried on between Great Bukharia and the Indiesto which 
the fine river above-mentioned, which paffes through its fuburb, contributes not a 
little. Merchandizes pay two per cent, going in and coming out; but thofe who only 
travel as paffengers, pay nothing at all in this place. 

The town of Anderab is the moft fouthern, which the Uzbeks poffefs at prefent; 
being fituate at the foot of the mountains which feparate the dominions of Perfia, and 
the Great Mogul from Great Bukharia. As there is no other way of eroding thofe 
mountains towards India with beads of carriage, but by the road through this city, all 
travellers and goods from Great Bukharia, defigned for that country, inuft pafs this 
way; on which account the Khan of Balk conftantly maintains a good number of 
foldiers in the place; though otherwife it is not very ftrong. 

The neighbouring mountains afford very rich quarries of lapis lazuli, in which the 
Bukhar inhabitants drive a great trade with the merchants of India and Perfia. For the 
reft, Anderab is very rich, and well peopled, confidering it is but finall. Merchandizes 
pay there four per cent, for liberty of paffuig, 

Badagflian is fituate at the foot of thofe high mountains 1 which feparate the do¬ 
minions of the Great Mogul from Grand Tartary. It is a very ancient city, and ex¬ 
ceeding ftrong, by its fituation in the mountains. It is dependent on the Khan of 
Proper Bukharia, and ferves him for a kind of ftate prifon, where he fhuts up thofe 
from whom he thinks it convenient to fecure himfelf. 

This town is not very big ; but it is well enough built, and very populous. The 
inhabitants are enriched by the mines of gold and filver, as well as rubies, which are 
in their neighbourhood; thofe who dwell at the foot of the mountains gathering a 
great quantity ot gold and filver duft in fpring out of the channels, made every year 
by the torrents, which fall in abundance from the top of thofe mountains, when the 
iiiow melts J . 

1 Hiflory of the Turks, &c. p. 466. » Thcfe are called Eelur Tasr, or the dark mountains. 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, See. p.466, et feq. 

VOI.. ix. 3 C Thofe 


ACCOUNTS OF INDEPENDENT TAT ART* 


378 

Thofe mountains are called, in the Mongol language, Belur Tag, or the dark moun¬ 
tains : in them rifes the river Amu, there called Harrac; on the north fide of which 
Badaklhan Hands, about one hundred miles from its fource. Its diftance, from Balk, 
is about two hundred and thirty ; and from Anghien, in the province of Samarkand 
two hundred and ten. It is a great thoroughfare of the karawans deftgned for Little 
Bukhara, or China, which take the fame road. 

SECT. II.— THE INHABITANTS OF GREAT BUKHARIA, THEIR MANNERS AND 

CUSTOMS. 

THE inhabitants of Great Bukharia are, 1. The Bukhars, or Tajiks, who are 
the ancient inhabitants. 2. The Jagatays, or Mongols, who fettled there under Ja- 
gatay, fecond fon of Jenghiz Khan: and, 3. The Uzbek Tartars, who are the prefent 
pofieffars. 

1 . The Bukhari, or Tajiks. 

The Butheirs: — their Perfons. — Men's Drefs — Women's Habit. — Religion. — Trade—Averfe to 

War.—Their Origin unknown. 

ALL the towns, both of Great and Little Bukharia from the borders of Karazm 
as far as China, are inhabited by the Bukhars; who being the ancient inhabitants of 
thofe provinces, have that name given them throughout the eatl: butthe Tartars com¬ 
monly call them Tajiks; which word, in their language, fignifies nearly the fame as 
burgefs *, or citizen. 

The Bukhars are commonly of the ordinary fize, but well fet, and very fair com- 
plexioned, confidering the climate. They have, for the molt part, large eyes, black 
and lively ; are hawk-nofed ; their faces well lhaped : their hair black and very fine ; 
their beards thick : inlhort, theypartake nothing of the deformity of the Tartars, among 
whom they inhabit. The women, who are generally large, and well lhaped, have fine 
complexions, and very beautiful features. 

Both men and women ufe calico Jhifts and drawers: but the men wear, befides a 
kaftan (or veil) of fome quilted filk or calico, which reaches to the calf of the leg; 
with a round cloth bonnet, lhaped much after the Polilh fafhion, having a large fur 
border: fome alfo wear turbans, like the Turkilh. They tie their kaftans about the 
middle with a girdle of a kind of filk crape, which goes feveral times round the body; 
and when they go abroad throw over it a long cloth gown faced and even lined in win¬ 
ter with fur. Their boots are made like the Perfian bulkins, but not altogether fo neat ; 
and they have the art of preparing horfe hides for the purpofe, after a very fingular 
manner. 

The women wear long gowns of calico or filk, which are pretty full, and hang l'oofe 
about the body. Their flippers are lhaped like thofe worn by the women in the north 
of the Indies; and they cover their heads with a little flat, coloured bonnet, letting 
their hair hang down the back in trelfes, adorned with pearl and other jewels. 

All the Bukhars profefs the Mohammedan religion, nearly after the Turkilh form, 
except in fome few ceremonies. They fubfift entirely by following mechanic trades 
or commerce, which is wholly in their hands, neither the Kalmyks nor Uzbek Tartars 
meddling with it. But as feldom any foreign merchants arrive among them, Specially 

' I" contempt For their living wholly in towns, and following merchandize: whereas the Tartars prefer 
the ado* and treat commerce as a bafe* meaa employment, r 
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in thofe parts where the Mohammedan Tartars are matters* the Bukhars go in crowds 
to China, the Indies, Perfia, and Siberia, where they trade to very confiderable ad¬ 
vantage. 

Although they poffefs all the towns of thefe provinces, they never meddle with arms 
upon any account, and trouble themfelves only about their own affairs; paying the 
Kalmyks and Uzbek Tartars, who are in poffeffion of the country r , a certain tribute, 
regulated yearly for every town and village* On this account the Tartars defpife them 
extremely, treating them as cowardly, Ample people, as may be obferved in feverai 
places of Abu’lghazi KhaiTs hiftory before inferted. 

The Bukhars themfelves are utterly at a lofs whence they draw their origin 1 * How¬ 
ever they know by tradition, that they are not originally of Bukharia, but came thither 
from fome diftam country. They are not divided into tribes, like the Tartars, and many 
other eaftern people: whence thofe who labour to reconcile facred hiftory with pro*- 
fane, take occafion to furmife, that they are the defendants of the twelve tribes of 
Ifrael % whom Salmanafler, King of Affyria, carried into the kingdom of the Medes \ 
To fupport this conjecture it is obferved, that the Bukhars have much the appearance 
of Jews, and many cuftoms not unlike theirs 5 ; but the author thinks fuch fimilkudes 
too weak for being convincing proofs \ 

2 . The Jagatay Tartars . 

EVER fince the time of Jagatay Khan, fecond fon of Jenghiz Khan, who had for 
his fliare Great Bukharia and Karazm 7 , thofe provinces bore the name of Jagatay, and 
his Tartar (or Mongol) fubje&s, whom he brought along with him, that of Jagatay 
Tartars ; till Shabakht Soltan, having driven out the defendants of Tamerlan, the 
name of Jagatays gave place to that of Uzbeks: which, fays the author, our geogra¬ 
phers do not obferve, continuing ftili to give the name of Jagatay to Great Bukharia, 
although it has ceafed above two hundred years ago* However, it is ftili ufed to dif- 
tingukh the Tartars who firft pofTeffed that country, from thofe who are the prefect 
mailers of it, although both, making now but one mixed body, are comprized under 
the general name of Uzbeks. On the other hand, the troops of the Great Mogul of 
India are called Jagatays by the Orientals ; becaufe they were the Jagatays who con* 
quered it % under Soltan Babor, after he had been expelled out of Great Bukharia. 

3* The Uzbek Tartars of Great Bukharia* 

The Uzbeks ■ — their Drefs r Diet , Language > Anns : — rohujl am! brave : — the W men warlike; — 
their Horjes ; — always at War t —fiiv dwell in Towns, 

THE Uzbeks who poffefs this country, are generally reputed the moft civilized of 
all the Mohammedan Tartars, notwhhftanding they are great robbers, like the reft- 
As low as their boots, which they wear very cloulerly, they are clothed, men and 
women, after the Perfian faihion, but not at all fo cleverly ; and the chief among them 
wear a plume of white hcroiTs feathers on their turbans. 

* The Uzbeks are in poffeffion of Great Bukhiria, and the Kalmyks of the LefTer. * The author 
would have done well to have fatisfied his readers, whether the Bukhars be the fame people with the Sarta 
of Karazm, or not ; and if not, to have mentioned in what refpefts they differ. J Methinks their not 

bei ng divided into tribes, is an argument again it, not for, this idle notion. * 2 Kings, xviii. 

* It cannot be otherwife, in ccmfequcnce of their being Mohammedans. A Hiftory of the Turks, See, 

P" 45 J' ftq* 7 Rather the eaft part ot it, containing Kat andKayuk, with the country of the 

Vigors, or Oyghurs and Kaftigaiy which comprizes Little Bukharia, “ Hiftory of the Turks, See. 

p. 458, et feq. 
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Pillaw (which is boiled rice, after thefafliion of the Orientals,) and horfe-fieih, are 
their mod delicious victuals; kumis and arack, both made of mares’-milk their com- 
mon drink. 

Their language is a mixture of the Turkilh, Perfian, and Mongol tongues : yet they 
are able to underftand the Perfians, and the Perftans them. 

Their arms are much the fame with the reft of the Tartars, viz. the fabre, the dart, 
the lance, and the bow of a larger fize than ordinary, which they make ufe of with 
much ftrength and dexterity. They have begun, for fome time paft, to ufe mulkets, 
after the Perfian manner. When they go to war, a great part of their cavalry wear 
coats of mail, and a little buckler to defend them. 

The Tartars of Great Bukhara pique theinfelves on being the molt robuft and brave 
of all the Tartars ; and they mu ft needs be a courageous people, feeing the Perfians, 
who are naturally very brave, are yet in fome meafure afraid of them. The women 
alfo of this country value themfelves on account of their bravery. Bernier relates to 
this purpofe a very romantic account, which was given him by the Khan of Samarkant’s 
anibafiador to Aureng Zeb. The truth is, that the Tartar women of Great Bukharia 
go often to war with their hufbands, and do not fear coming to blows upon occafion. 
They are, for the moft part, very well made, and tolerably handfome; nay, fome of 
them may pafs for perfect beauties in any country. 

The horfes of thefe Tartars make but a very forry appearance, having neither bread 
nor buttocks, the neck long and ftrait, like a ftick, and the legs very high, and no 
belly. They are, befides, of a frightful leannefs: for all this, they are exceeding 
fwift, and almoft indefatigable. They are eafily maintained j a little grafs, though ever 
fo indifferent, and even a little mofs, fatisfying them in cafe of need; fo that thefe are 
the bell horfes in the world for the ufe the Tartars make of them. 

They are continually at war with the Perfians, the fine plains of the province of 
Khorafan favouring their incurfions: but they cannot penetrate into the dominions of 
the Great Mogul, for the high mountains which feparate them, and are inacceffible to 
their cavalry. 

Such of them as feed upon their cattle, live under huts, like their neighbours the 
Kalmuks, encamping fometimes here, fometimes there, according to their conveniency: 
but thofe who cultivate the lands, dwell in the villages and hamlets, very few of them 
living in the cities or towns, which are all poffeffed by the Bukhars, or ancient 
inhabitants *• 

SECT. III. —THE KHANS OF GREAT BUKHARIA. 

Introduction. —As we do not propofe to give a complete hiftory of the feverai 
races of the Kings of this country, but only of fuch as defcended from the famous Jen- 
ghiz Khan; we fliall refer our readers for thofe who preceded the times of that Khan, 
to the tranfiations of Almakin and Abu’lfara] 1 , with the extrafls given by Teixeira 
and D’Herbelot 3 , from other Oriental hiltorians. The fucceffion of the Mogul Khans 
is divided into two races, or branches: the firft that of the Jagatays, or thofe who de¬ 
fcended immediately from Jagatay, fecond fon of Jenghlz Khan: the fecond that of the 
Uzbeks, who derive their origin from Juji, eldelt fon of that conqueror. Of the firft 

1 Hiftory of the Turks, &c. p. 458, et feq. 1 Both from the Arabic: the firft by Erpenius, 

under the title of 11 Hiftoria Saracenica the fecond by Dr. Pocock, and ftyled “ Hiftoria Compendiofa 
Dynafti<vum. u ? The firft in the Hiftory of perfia j the fecond in lus “ J3ibliotheque O Hen tale.” 

Abu’lghazi 
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Abu’lghazi gives a regular hiflory, though in brief, and not accompanied throughout 
with the dates and lengths of the reigns. Of the Uzbek Khans of Great Bukbaria, 
he treats only occafionafly, on account of the wars, or alliances, that happened between 
them, and the Khans of Karazin* 

1 * The Khans defcended from Jagatay Khan, 

fa gat ay Khan, — Kara Hu lah u Khan. — D&yzi Khan. — Yafun Timur Khan. — All Saltan Khan, — 

Kazan Khan* — Amir Kazagan, — Seyruk Tamlfh Khan. — Togluh Timur Khan* — Amir Timur 

Khan, 

JAG AT AY Khan had fomething fo very fevere in his afpe£t, that every body was 
afraid to look at him : but he had a vail: deal of wit, on which account it was that 
Jenghiz Khan gave him, for his fhare, all the country of Mawara’lnahr, and half of 
Karazm, as well as the Vigurs % and cities of Kafhgar, Badagfhan, Balk, and Gafnah, 
with their dependencies, as far as the river Sir-indi, or Indus. However, he never 
relided in his dominions, but with his brother Ugaday (or Oktay, at Karakoram) leaving 
proper perfons to govern in his abfence. He had feven fons, Mutugan, Muzi, Baida 
Shah, Saghin-lalga, Samians, Buflu-munga, and Baydar. 

Jagatay dying in 12 42% he was fucceeded by his grandfon Kara Hulaku, fon of 
Mutugan; who deceafing while his fon Mubarak Shah was yet very young, his mother, 
Argata Khatun, took the regency till he attained the age which qualified him to reign, 
by himfelf. After the death of Mubarak Shah, Algu, fon of Baydar, came to the 
crown, and had for his fucceflbr Barak Khan, who in the third year of his reign embraced 
Mohammedifm, and took the name of Jelal-addin- He dying, the dignity of Khan was 
conferred on Beghi, fon of Sarmans j who was fucceeded by Buga Timur, a great 
grandfon of Mutugan. 

Buga Timur had for his fucceffor Doyzi Khan, fon of Barak Khan; who was fuc¬ 
ceeded by his fon, Konza Khan. Konza dying, Baliga alfo, a grandfon of Mutugan, 
afcended the throne, and was fucceeded by Ifan Boga, fecond fon of Doyzi Khan. After 
him, his brother Dwi Timur held the fceptre of Mawara’lnahr, which was poflefled 
next by his brother Tarmafhir; who embraced Mohammedifm, and reftored that 
worlhip* which had almoft become extinct fince the time of Barak Khan. 

Tarmafhir Khan was flain by his brother Butan Khan, who afterwards Jeized the 
throne, and had for his fucceffor his nephew ZangfhL Yafun Timur, brother of this 
Khan, envying him the dignity, refolved to make him away alfo : but their mother 
fufpefting his defign, advifed Zangflii Khan to be on his guard ; who immediately 
taking the field againft Yafun Timur, had the misfortune to lofe the battle, with his 
life: after which, the Vidor caufed his mother^ belly to be ripped up, in revenge for 
having given his brother the information above mentioned. 

During his reign, All Soltan, a Prince defcended from Ugada Khan, became fa 
formidable, that after his death he brought Mawara’lnahr under his fubjediom but 
Ali dying, Kazan Soltan reftored the pofleffion to the houfe of Jagatay Khan* He 
was a very cruel Prince- He at firft carried on a war fuccefsfully againft Amur 
Kazagan, whom he defeated: but afterwards having taking up his winter-quarters about 
Karflii, the weather proved fo fevere, that moll of his horfes perifhecL On this ad* 

1 Rather, we prefume, the country of the Vigurs ; which feems to haire fceen that part of Little 
Mria containing the countries of Turfaa and Band, or Khamil, with the adjoining parts of Tartary north* 
ward. 1 HcjraJi, 640* 
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vice, Amir Kazagan returned immediately; and the Khan meeting him with his forces, 
flow reduced to infantry, he was flain in the battle, in the year ,1348. Kazan was the 
laft of the fixteen Princes of the pofterity of Jagatay, who reigned with the full power 
and dignity of Khans: for thofe who fucceeded him had only the name, without the 
authority, each head of a tribe affuming the liberty of afting according to his own 
fancy* 

After Kazan’s death, Amir Kazagan, descended of Ugaday Khan, mounted the 
throne f but was ilain when he had reigned two years, nobody knows by whom. On 
this Bayan Kuli, fon of Surga, fon of Doyzi Khan, of the line of Jagatay, feized the 
iceptre, although Kazagan left feveral fons; one of whom, called Abdallah, he caufed 
to be flain, on fufpicion of having a criminal correfpondence with his wife. Timur 
Shah, fon of Yafun Timur Khan, fucceeded Bayankuli. His fucceffor was Adi! Soltan, 
fon of Mahamet Pulad, fon of Konza Khan. Among the vaflals of this Prince there 
were two heads of tribes, Amir Timur, fon of Taragay, of the tribe of Burlas ; the 
other Amir Huffeyn, nephew of Abdallah Khan, defcended from Ugaday Khan. 
Thefe two lords confpiring againft Adil Soltan, feized his perfon, and, having bound 
him hands and feet, drowned him. They nominated in his room Kabul Soltan. In 
his reign they feized the city of Balk, and flew the Khan, who governed there. 

On Kabul Khan’s deceafe thefe two lords fet up Seyruk Tamifli, fon of Daniflimanza, 
defcended from Ugaday Khan; and, after his death, his fon, Mohammed Soltan, was 
mvefted with the dignity, but poffeffed no more of the power than his predeceffors, 
fince the time of Kazan Khan. Whilft the government was on fo unfteady a footing, 
Aimir Timur made war againft all the Mongol tribes, in the country of Mawara’lnahr, 
getting fometimes the better, at other times the worft. Togalak for Togluk), Timur 
Khan of Kalhgar, who was become very formidable during thefe troubles, perceiving fo 
favourable an opportunity to enlarge his dominions, entered Mawara’lnahr with a 
great army. At his approach one part of the inhabitants, tired with their civil wars, 
fiibmitted to him; another part, who refilled, was put to the fword ; and the reft 
retired with Timur and Huffeyn into Karazm. 

Togalak Timur Khan having ftaid a whole year in the conquered country, gave the 
government to his fon Ilyas Khoja, and went back to Kalhgar, where he died the year 
following. On this news thofe two lords returning, conftrained Ilyas Khoja to retire to 
Kalhgar. After this, they divided the fovereign authority between them, and lived for 
fome time in good underftandmg : but, at length, falling at variance, they came to a 
bloody battle near Balk; in which Huffeyn being flain, left his rival foie mailer of the 
country. It is true, Mohammed Soltan Khan always bore the title, but it was Amir 
Timur who in fa& reigned ; and the Khan wasfo far from envying him, that he conti¬ 
nually prayed for his life. Timur having reigned in this manner for thirty-three years, 
at the age of fixty, entered into the country of Rum, and fought with Soltan Bayazid a 
bloody battle, which lafted from morning till late in the night. The Soltan feeing his 
army entirely deftroyed, fled : but Timur fending the Khan in purfuit of him, his few 
followers were flain, and himfelf taken prifoner. 

After a year’s flay in thofe parts, Timur returned to his own dominions, and put to 
death not only Soltan Bayazid, but alfo the good Mohammed Soltan Khan ; and then 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Khan. This done, he undertook an expedition againft 
Kitay j hut got no farther than the city of Otrar, where he fell fick, and died in the 
year 1404, after he had reigned thirty-fix years, and lived fixty-three. Abu’lghazi Khan’s 
defign having been only to fpeak of thofe Princes who defcended from Jenghiz Khan, 

he 
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he gives do account of the fucceflors of Amir Timur, becaufe they were of his race ; 
whom, at length, the Uzbeks, under Shahbakht Soltan, difpoffeffed of their dominion 
in MawaraMnahr, or Great Bukharia. 

2. The Uzbek Khans of Great Bukharia . 

Introduction, — Shdhbaiht Khan. — Ktfhatiji Khan. — Abufayd Khan. — Obeyd Khan defeated by 

Din Mahamet.—ljkander Khan. •—Abdallah Khan fubduts Karazm .— Abdl tnotnin Khan .— 

Imam hull Khan. — Nadir Mahamet Khan. — Abdalaziz Khan. — Dfagreement of Hifloriam. 

WE have in Teixeira, D’Herbelof, and other extracts from the Oriental authors, 
fome account of the Princes who reigned in Great Bukharia fince the Mohammedan 
conquefts, under the feveral dynafties of the Arabs, Perfians, and Turks. The fame 
authors treat alfo of die fucceflors of Jenghiz Khan in that country ; but fpeak very 
little, and confufedly of the Uzbek Princes who governed there. They neither give 
us all their names in order of fuccellion, nor the dates or lengths of their reigns, and 
put an end to their dominion above two hundred years ago. In fliort, the beft account 
of the Uzbek Khans of Great Bukharia to be met with any where, is that 
ghazi Khan has inierted occafionaUy in his Hiftory of on account of the wars 

that happened from time to time between thofe two countries, of which, chiefly, the fl¬ 
owing is an abftra£t. 

1. Shahbakht (or Sheybeg) Khan, in the year 1494, invaded Great Bukharia, from 
wnence he drove out Sol tan Babor, with the Jagatays; who retiring into India, made 
iome conquefts, and fettled there. After this he entered Khorafan, and fubdued that 
province alfo, from Soltan Huffeyn Mirza. Thefe conquefts he finiflied in 1498, from 
whence his reign commences. In the year 1507, Soltan Hufleyn raifed an army at 
Herat, the capital of Khorafan, with a defign to invade Great Bukharia : but dying by 
the way, his fon Padi Azzamon fucceeded him. This Prince, unable to withftand 
Shaybeg, retired to Khandahar; where railing forces, he returned to meet the Uzbek r 
but being defeated, fled into Perfla to Shah Ifmael Soli. This Prince efpoufing Padi: 
Azzamon’s catife, marched againft Shaybeg in the year 1510 j and meeting him at 
Maru, a bloody battle was fought, wherein Shaybeg’s army was defeated, and himfelf 
killed, after he had reigned twelve years. 

2. Kufhanji Khan, the fucceffor of Shaybeg, is reckoned the molt noble and power- 
ful of all the Uzbek Princes who reigned in Mawara’lnrdir. In 1512, Soltan Babor 
returning out of India, and being joined by Ahmed Isfahani, paffed the Jihun (or Amu) 
and ravilhed the country about Karflii. In fliort, they had almoft reduced the whole 
country, when Kufhanji Khan, fetting forward with an army, met and defeated them. 
The Per flan general was killed on the fpot, and Babor fled back to India. In 1529, 
Kufhanji Khan marched into Perfla againft Shah Tahmaib, fon of Ifmael; but was. 
defeated, and retired to his dominions. After this he returned to Maru, and would 
again have broken into Perfla; but a peace being concluded between the two monarchs, : 
he went back to Samarkant, where he died the fame year, after a reign of twenty- 
eight. 

3- He was fueceeded by his fon, Abufayd Khan $ who reigned four years, without 
doing any thing remarkable, and died in 1532. 

4. Obeyd Khan, his fucceffor, was the fon of Mohammed Soltan, brother of Shah¬ 
bakht, who conquered Great Bukharia. 1 his Prince entering Khorafan, took fome' 
towns ; while the Uzbeks of Karazm, doing the like on their fide, Shah Tahmafb 

tt thought 
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thought fit to make peace with the Uzbeks. Stirred up by Omar Ghazi Soltan, who 
fled to him from Karazm, this Khan, in conjunction with the Khans of Samarkant and 
Taihkant, enters that country in 1542 ; which they over-ran, feizing Avanalh Khan, 
and all the Princes of his family, whom he divided, together with the towns, among 
his confederates. Din Mahamet Soltan, eldeft lbn of Avanalh Khan, as foon as Obeyd 
Khan was withdrawn, invading Karazm, retakes Khayuk and Urjenz. On this news, 
Obeyd Khan returns with a numerous army; but being met by Din Mahamet the fame 
year with much inferior forces, was entirely defeated, and the Princes, his relations, 
reftored by an exchange of prifoners. 

About the year 1550, Obeyd Khan entering Khorafan, took Maru from the Perfians ; 
but growing jealous of the governor, and fending an army to difplace him, that officer 
furrendered it to Din Mahamet, then Khan of Karazm. After this, Nur Mahamet 
Soltan, grandfon of Din Mahamet Khan, being envied the pofleflion of his grandfather’s 
eftate in Khorafan, fhe Princes of his family combined to take it from him: whereupon 
he delivered up his four cities of Maru, Nafay, Yaurfimli, and Duruhn, to Obeyd 
Khan: imagining that Prince would leave him in poffeffion, and be content with re¬ 
ceiving tribute from him; but found himfelf deceived. The time of Obeyd Khan’s 
death is not mentioned. Teixeira and D’Herbelot, after Mirkond, place it in 1540, 
allowing only fix years to his reign: but this mull be a great miltake, According 
to Abu’lghazi Khan, he mull have reigned above fifty years, and died about 1584, 
or 1585. 

5. Obeyd Khan feems to have been fucceeded by Itkander Khan, fon of Janibek, 
■fon of Khojah Mahamet, fon of Abu’lgayir Khan, who reigned in Kipjak. There is 
nothing remarkable mentioned, relating to this Prince, who was not right in his fenfes. 
On the death of his predeceffor, Nur Mahamet went and recovered his four towns out 
of the hands of the Bukharian Uzbeks. Shah Abbas I. alfo willing to profit by that 
event, went and took Maru from him. We find nothing to give light into the beginning, 
end, or length of his reign. 

6. Abdallah Khan, fon of Ifkander Khan : when he began his reign is likewife un¬ 
certain ; only we find, that fome years after the death of Ali Soltan, which happened in 
1571, Abdallah invaded Karazm, but retired on the approach of Hajim, or Azim 
Khan. Some time after, the fons of this latter having ftripped a Turkilh ambaflador 
at Urjenz, who was on his return from Great Bukharia, Abdallah Khan enters Karazm 
a fecond time, with a great army ; and having conquered it chiefly by fraud, carried 
ten Princes of the Khan’s family into Bukharia, where he put them all to death. 

Meantime Hajim Khan retired into Perfia to Shah Abbas in the year of the Serpent. 
Two years after, Abdallah Khan invading Khorafan, Hajim Khan took die opportunity, 
while Shah Abbas marched againll that invader, to furprife Urjenz and Khayuk; but 
they were foon recovered again by the troops of Abdallah Khan, who in perfon befieged 
Hazaralb, and fubdued it. After this he returned into Great Bukharia, where he died 
the laft day of the year 1597, called Tauk, or the Hen. According to Teixeira, and 
D’Herbelot, this a£tive Prince died in the year 1540, and reigned but fix months. 

7. Abdolmomin Khan, fon of Abdallah Khan, by a daughter of Mahamet Khan of 
Karazm, fucceeded his lather. Being at that time in Khoralan, he fet forward to return 
home, but on his way, at Zamin, on the river Amu, was Haiti by his own people. 

8. Iman Kuli Khan, fon of Yar Mahamet Soltan, fucceeded Abdohnomin Khan. In 
the year 1620, Arab Mahamet Khan, of Karazm, having been defeated by his two 
rebellious fons, Abu’lghazi Soltan, who had joined his father, fled, after the battle, into 
Great Bukharia, and was received kindly by the Khan. In i622,Isfandiar Soltan hav¬ 
ing 
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ing recovered Karazm, and put liis two rebellious brothers to death, Abu'lghazi 
returned to Drjenz: but his in bj eels leaving the country on the appearance of a comet, 
a year or two after, he retired to Turkeftan, where lie ftaid two years at the court,of 
Turfum Khan, and then went into Great Bukharia to Imam Kuli Khan ; who receiving 
him but coldly, becaufe he had firlt taken refuge with his enemy, he returned again 
to Karazm on the invitation of the Turkmans. Imam Kuli Khan died about the time 
that Abu’lghazi Soltan was proclaimed Khan of Karazm. 

9. He was iucceeded by his brother Nadir Mahamet Khan. In 1644, the Turkmans 
about Khayuk and Hazaralb, in Karazm, refuting to fubmit to Abu’lghazi, upon his 
being proclaimed Khan, put themfelves under the protection of Nadir Mahamet Khan, 
who conferred the government of thofe two places on his grandfon, Khifieran Soltan: 
but foon after recalling him, he lent Yakub, one of his lords, to command in his room. 
In the mean time he was dethroned in 1646, by his vaffal lords, for his liarfh treatment 
of them. 

10. He had for his fucceffor his fon Abdalaziz Khan. This Prince having formed a 
defign to conquer the country of Balk, Subban Kuli Khan, itsfovereign, fent to intreat 
aid of Abu'lghazi Khan ; who laying hold of fo fair an opportunity to revenge the 
injuries done to his family by Abdallah Khan, entered Great Bukharia for feveral years 
fucceflively, deftroyed feveral towns, and committed great ravages. At length, in 1658, 
a peace was concluded between them, as hath been already related more at large. 
Since that time we have no regular hiltory of the Khans of this country. 

ThePerfian hiftorians, according to Teixeira and D’Herbelot, make Abdallatif, the 
fon of Kulhanji, to fuccecd Abdallah Khan, in 1540. The fir ft fays he died the next 
year, and that in him ended the fovereignty of the fucceffors of Jenghiz Khan in Mawa- 
ra’lnahr. But this is probably fome miftake committed by Teixeira, iince D’Herbelot 
fays, from the authority of the Lebtarikh, that Abdallatif was livingin the year 1541, 
when that book was written. However that be, the reader finds a wide difference 
between the account given by Abu’lghazi Khan, and the Perfian hiftorians ; though he 
can be at no lofs to determine which he ought to rely on. 
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VOTAGES AND TRAVELS OF MR. ANT HO NT JENKINSON, 

FROM RUSSIA TO BOGHAR, OR BOKHARA, IN 1557. 

TO WHICH AftF, AEUEU, 

SOME IK FORMATIONS OF OTHERS CONCERNING THE K0AB THENCE to K AT AY, OR CHINA , 

INTRODUCTION- 

M R. JENKINSON, a very intelligent merchant, was fentby theMufcovv Company, 
by way of Ruffia, to difeover the road to Boghar, or Bokhara, in Great Buk ; 
haria, and fettle a trade, if advantageous and convenient, in that country. He left 
Gravefend the 12th of May 1557, chief captain of a fleet of four tall fhips, accompanied 
in the Primrofe by Ofep Nepea Gregoriwich, the Emperor of Ruffia’s ambaflador, and 
his retinue, whom he had orders to convey home. Sailing round Norway, they arrived 
at St. Nicholas in Ruffia the 12th of July, from whence they travelled to Mofkow. 
There having obtained the Emperor’s letters to feveral Princes, through whofe domi¬ 
nions he was to pafs, he-proceeded for Boghar, with three fervants, Richard Johnfon, 
Robert Johnfon, and a Tartar Tolmach, with feveral forts of merchandizes. 

This gentleman was the firfi: who led the way to the Uzbek Tartars; but, indeed, 
■was not feconded till of late by the Ruffians, hitherto without fuccefs. He afterwards 
made three other voyages to Ruffia; one of them in quality of ambaflador from Queen 
Elizabeth. Thefe voyages and remarks, written by way of letters to the Mulcovy 
Company, and others, are inferted both by Hakluyt and Purchas, in their collections. 
They contain a great many curious observations, and arc particularly valuable for the 
latitudes, which the author took of the principal places he was at. We fhall begin our 
journey at Mofkow, or more properly at Aftrakhan 1 ; referring what relates to Ruffia 
till we come to treat of that country. And as his fervant Johnfon procured certain 
informations, while at Boghar, concerning the road thence to Katay, we ffiall add them 
as a proper appendix, together with thofe given by Haji Mehemet, a Perfian mer¬ 
chant, to Ramufio. 

SECT. L — The Author's Voyage over the Cafpian Sea , and Journey to Urjenz. 

They leave Mofkow : *— come to Ajlrakhdn : — that City deferibed: — the Trade poor ; — enter the 
Cafpian Sea: — fail North-eaft. — The Blue Sea . — JJland Bauteaia. —- River JdiL — Scrachik *— 
Boarded by Pirates .* — lucky Efcape* — The River Tern, — Port of Mangujlave - — ill Treatment 
there. — Duties levied on the Road. — Author's good Buck* — Come to a Gulf* -— Courfe of the 
Ox us. — SeUizure, or Shayzure, — City of Urjenz* — Land of Turkman* — The Khan’s Authority. 

THE 20th of April 1558, they left Molkow by water; and the 29th came to the 
city of Kazan, on the river Wolga, conquered nine years before from the Tartars: 
from thence to the Cafpian Sea, there is no place of trade. They departed the 13th 
of June* Fifteen leagues lower the Kama falls into it. The country between, on 
the left (or eaft fide) is called Vachen ; the inhabitants Pagans. On the right hand, 
oppofite the Kama, are the Cheremizes, half Gendles, half Tartars : and all the land 
on the left, from thence to Aftrakhan, and fo along the Cafpian fliores to the Turkmen, 

1 Green, Vol. iv* p.630. 

= The voyage between thofe two places being but briefly touched on, by way of introdn&iou. 
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Is named the country of Mangat \ or Nogay ; whofe inhabitants, while the author was 
at Aftrakhan in 1558, were all deftroyed by civil wars, famine, and peftilence, to the 
number of an hundred thoufand, and great latisfafiion of the Ruffians* 

All the country on the right fide of the Wolga, from the Kama to Aftrakhan, is 
called Knni \ They are Mohammedans, and live like the Nogays ; are always at war 
with the Ruffians, and fupported by the Great Turk* The sSth of June they came to 
the ruins of a caftle of the Krims, on a hill, in the latitude of fifty-one degrees forty- 
feven minutes, half way from Kazan to Aftrakhan, which are about two hundred leagues 
diftant. The 14th of July palling by an old caftle, which was old Aftrakhan, on the 
right, they arrived at New Aftrakhan, which the Emperor conquered in 1552 ; being 
the lafl place he hath taken from the Tartars towards the Cafpian Sea K 

This city is fituate in an ifland on the fide of a hill* It has a caftle within it, fenced 
with earth and timber; neither fair nor ftrong ; but a good garrifon is kept on foot* 
The town is alfo walled with earth: the buildings and houfes, except thofe of the 
governor's and a few others, very mean and poor, Fiffi, efpeeially ftur^eon, is the 
only food ; flefii and bread being very fcarce* Thefe they hang up in their ftreets and 
lioufes to dry; which makes this place, more than any other, fwarm with flies, and 
occafions the air to be fo bad. In die plague and famine before mentioned, the 
Nogay Tartars came to feek relief from their enemies the Ruffians ; who beftowed 
their charity fo ill, that they died in heaps over the ifland ; the reft the Ruffians fold, 
or drove from thence. That was a proper time to have converted them, if the Ruffians 
themfelves had been good Chriftians* The author could have bought thaufands of 
pretty boys and girls of their parents, for a fixpenny loaf a-piece; but had more need 
of victuals at that juncture. The trade is very trifling, although there is a good refort 
of merchants. 

The chief Ruffian commodities are red hides, red fheep-lkins, wooden veffels, bridles 
and faddles, knives and other trifles, with corn, bacon, and other victuals. The Tartars 
bring divers kinds of filks and cotton-cloths : the Perfians from Shamakki, coarfe 
fewing-fiik, fiik-girdles, kraflh, coats of mail, bows, fwords, and the like : fomedmea 
aifo corn, and walnuts; but all in fuch finall quantities, that there is no hopes of trade 
in thofe parts w r orth following. The forefaid ifland of Aftrakhan, which is deftituteof 
wood and pafture, and will bear no corn, is in length twelve leagues, and in breadth 
three ; lying eaft and weft, in the latitude of forty-feven degrees nine minutes \ 

The 6th of Auguft they embarked with their goods on the Wolga, in company with 
certain Tartars and Perfians, Jenkinfon having the whole care of the navigation down 
the river, which is very crooked, and full of flats toward the mouth. The 10th they 
entered the Cafpian Sea, on the eaftern fide of the river, which has feventy mouths* 
being twenty leagues from Aftrakhan, in the latitude of forty-fix degrees twenty-feven 
minutes *. 

The wind being brilk, they kept the north-eaft Ihore ; and the 1 ith, having failed 
feven leagues eaft-north-eaft, came to an ifland with a high hill on it, called Akhurgar,a 
good mark at fea. From thence eaft ten leagues, they fell in with the ifland Bawhiata, 
‘much higher than the former. Within thefe two iffands to the north, is a great bay, 
called the Blue Sea. From -thence failing eaft by north ten leagues, the wind contrary, 
, they came to an anchor in a fathom water, and fo rid till the 15th, having a great 
ftortn at fouth-eafl; then the wind coming north, they ran fouth-eaft that day eight 
leagues. 

1 Or the Mankats, the fame with the Karnkalpaks. 3 In Pure has, Crimme, 

J Puixhas Pilgr, W. iii* p,232, 4 Q lean us putsit in four, $ Purchas Ptlgr* p.ljj'* 

31) 2 Thus 


^88 JKNKINSoN’s VOYAGES AND TRAVELS TO BXJCHAKIA. 

Thus proceeding forwards, the 17th they loft fight of land, and failed thirty leagues, 
next day twenty, winding eaft, and fell in with a land, called Baughleata, feventy-four 
leagues from the mouth of the Wolga, in the latitude of forty-fix degrees fifty-four 
minutes the coaft lying neareft eaft-by-fouth, and weft-by-north. At the point of this 
ifland is the tomb of a Tartar faint, where the Mohammedans pay their devotions ’• 

The 19th, winding eaft-fouth-eaft, they failed ten leagues, and paffed by a river, 
called Jaik, which rifes in Siberia, near the forefaid river Kama, and runs through the 
land of Nogay. One day’s journey up it, is a town called Serachik 3 , fubject to 
Murfa Smille, the greateft Prince in all Nogay, which is now in friendfliip with the 
Ruffians. There is no trade in this country, the natives having no money, but cattle, 
and living by robbery* 

On the 20th, as the bark lay at an anchor before this river, all the men being afhore 
except Jenkinfon, who was fick, and five Tartars (whereof one, called Azi, was reputed 

2 holy man, beenufe he had been at Mekka) there came a boat with thirty men well- 
armed, who beginning to enter the bark, Azi aiked them what they would have, and 
faid a prayer* Upon this the rovers defifted, declaring that they were gentlemen 
baniJhed from their country, and came to lee If there were in the veffel any Ruffians, or 
other Kafirs 4 , fo they call Chriftians : but the good pilgrim fwearing ftoutly, that there 
were none, they departed* Thus the author obferves, that by the fidelity of that Tartar 
he, with all his company and goods were preferved, Soon after? leaving this place? 
they failed that day fixteen leagues, winding eaft and foulh-eaft* 

The 21ft they crofted a bay fix leagues, and fell with a cape, having two ifiands over 
to the fouth-eaft. Doubling the cape, the land trended north-eaft, and made another 
bay,into which falls the great river Yern, riling in the land of Kolmak Three days 
they lay at anchor. The 25th the wind proving fair, they tailed twenty leagues, and 
paffed by a low ifland, about which are many flats and funds: to the north of it there 
runs in a great bay. Hence they ran ten leagues? winding fouth to come into deep 
water: then eaft-fouth-eaft twenty leagues, and fell with the main land., full of copped 
hills* They paffed along the coaft twenty leagues? the land growing higher the further 
they failed* 

The 27th they crofted over a bay, whofe fouth fliore was the higher land, and fell 
with a high point, where there arofe a violent ftorm at eaft, which continued three 
days* From this cape they paffed to a port called Manguflave. The place where they 
ihould have arrived, at the fouthermoft part of the Cafpian 6 Sea, is twelve leagues 
within a bay : but they were driven by the ftorm to the other fide of the bay, oppofite 
to Manguflave, to a place where never bark nor boat had before arrived* 

From this haven they fent fame of their men alhore, to know of the governor, if 
they might fafely land with their goods, and get camels to carry them to Sdllzure, 
twenty-five days* journey diftant* The meffengers returning with very fair promifes, 
the 3d of September they landed, and at firfi were civilly entertained : but at laft they 
ihewed their evil difpofitions, for they were always fighting with them, dealing, or 
begging from them. They raffed the price of horfes, camels, and victuals, double 
what it tifed to be, and forced them to buy the water they drank; fo that for every 

1 Only fifteen minutes more fouth than the mouth of the Wolga* 1 Purchas, as before, p, 234* 

3 In Pure has, Seraelueke. 4 In the original, Caphars, Kafr is an Arabic word, Ggnifymg infidels* * 

’ Rather the country of the Kalmuks* Front this circumftance, as well as the courfe and dilhmee 

from the rWer Yem, Manguflave fhould be more to the fouth, than the latitude, viz. forty-five degrees, 
given by out author, nine** : t; but for which we fhouid judge it to be the fame with Miukifhlak, often 
Mentioned by AbiFlghazi Khac, 
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camel’s lading, being but four hundred weight Englilh, they agreed to give three hides 
of Ruffia, and four wooden difhes; and to the Prince or governor of the people, one 
ninth, and two fevenrhs ; namely, nine feveral things, and twice feven feveral things j 
for they ufe no money. 

The 14th they departed, being a karavan of a thoufand camels, and in five days came 
to the dominions of Timur Soltan, another Prince, governor of the country of Mangu- 
flave, where they intended to have carried their bark, but for the ftorm. In the way 
they were met by fome of his Tartars; who, in his name, opened their bales, and took 
a ninth of fuch things as they thought beft, without money 

Jenkinfon having wrangled with them in vain, rode to the fame Prince, requefting 
his favour, and paflport to travel through his country, that he might not be robbed 
by his people : the Soltan received him very kindly, granted him his requelt, and 
ordered him to be well feafted with flelh and mares’-milk : for they ufe no bread, nor 
other drink, except water. In lieu of the goods, worth fifteen rubles % he gave him a 
horfe worth feven, and his letter. Jenkinfon was glad to get away fo well j for he 
was reckoned a mere tyrant, and had given orders to rob and deftroy the author, in 
cafe he had not gone to him. 

This Soltan lived in the fields, without caftle or town. Jenkinfon found him fitting 
in a little round houfe made of reeds, covered with felt, and hung with carpets ; accom¬ 
panied by the great metropolitan of that wild country, reverenced like the Pope, and 
other chief men. They aiked him many queltions, concerning his country, laws, and 
religion; as alfo the caufe of his coming into thofe parts. 

Proceeding on their journey, they travelled twenty days in the wilderrtefs from the 
fea-fide, without feeing town or habitation. Their provisions failing, they were forced 
to feed on their cattle. Jenkinfon killed a camel and a horfe. All their drink was 
very brackifh water, drawn out of deep wells, two or three days diftant; for rivers 
there are none. The 5th 3 of O(Sober they came again to a gulf of the fea, where they 
found the water very frefh. Here they were met by the officers of the King of Turk¬ 
man ; who, for cuftom, took one out of every twenty-five, and feven-ninths for the faid 
King, and his brethren. Here they ftaid a day to refrefh themfelves. 

Formerly the great river Oxus 4 fell into this gulf, but at prefent runs into the 
Ardok 5 ; which fhaping its courfe northward about a thoufand miles, lofes itfelf in 
the ground, and after a fubterraneous paflage of above five hundred miles, iflueth out 
again, and falls into the Lake of Kitay 6 . 

They left the forefaid gulf the 4th 1 of Oftober, and the 7th arrived at Sellizure % a 
lorry ca/Ue, fituateon a hill, where refided Azim Kan 9 , with three of his brethren. 
The 9th, Jenkinfon being ordered to appear before him, delivered the Emperor of 
Ruflia’s letters, and gave him a prefent of a ninth. That King received him kindly, 
and treated him with the flelh of a wild horfe, and mares’-milk, without bread. Next 
day. he fent for him again, and aiked many queftions, relating to the affairs both of 
Ruffia and England. At his departure he gave him his letters of fafe conduft. 

The 14th, leaving the caftle of Sellizure, they arrived the 16th at a city called Ur- 
jenz, where they paid cuftom for themfelves, their camels and horfes. Here they 
lfaid a month,before they could proceed : in which time Ali Soltan, the Khan’s brother, 

1 Purchas Pilgr* p. 235* 1 A Ruffian coin* 3 It fhonld be the fourth* 4 TheJihutv 

or Amu, s This we take to be the ft ream oftbe KhefeL, thatnins byTuk*or I)ok, as in Ardok^ 

* The author was in this mifinformed j fork falls into the lake of Aral* about iixty miles north of T. uk. 
t l t ftiould be the fifth. * In the margin both of Hakluyt and Purchas, we find Selli/ure, or Shayiure, 
as the names of this place. Perhaps Selh/.ure may be Salifaray, a pleafure* houfe. 9 In the tranflation 

*jf Abu'lghazi Khan's biftory, written Hadftm, orHajim Khan, p. a jo.; but he refided at Wazir, 
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and King of that country, being returned from a town called Korafan, in the borders 
of Perfia, which he had lately conquered, fent for Jenkinfon; who prefcnted him the 
Emperor’s letters, was kindly entertained, and after anfwering feveral queftions, ob¬ 
tained his letters of fafe conduct. The chief commodities here come from Perfia, and 
Boghar ; but are not worth fpeaking of. 

All the country, from the Cafpian Sea hither, is called the land of Turkman. The 
people dwell in tents, roving in great companies, with their camels, horfes, and flieep; 
which laft are large, and have tails weighing fixty or eighty pounds. They are l'ubjeft 
to the Khan, and his five brothers, who pay him but little fubmifiion; nor is he obeyed 
much, except in his own dominions : for each is King in his own territory, and feeks to 
deflroy the reft ; being born of different mothers, and commonly the children of flaves. 
They have at leaft four or five wives, befides maidens and boys, who live mod vicioufly. 
When thefe brothers are at war, which is commonly the cafe, he who is vanquilhed flies 
to the defart, and there robs pafiengers and the karawans, till he can gather ftrength to 
take the field again *. Many of their flieep are wild as well as their horfes, which they 
take with hawks. 

SECT. II. — The Author's Travels from Urjenz to Boghar, and Return . 

Pafs the Ardok : -— travel through the Defart* — Blade-hone Divination * — Attacked by Robbers : — 
come to a Parley and Compofttion : — come to the O.xus 2 — more Danger from Thieves* —- Boghar t 
or Bokhara City : —the Country .— Jenk'mfen s Audience : — his kind Reception ♦ — Trade of Bo~ 
ghdr+— Informations concerning Katay. — Reafons for returning t — he leaves Boghar: — comes to 
CJtyenz, and to their Bark *— Dangerous Temprjl. — Cafpian Bea defcribed* — Large Rivers ; — 
fmali Trade* —- Return to Mojkotriz *—prefects the Ambajfadors : — comes to Kolmogro* 

THE 26th of November they left Urjenz, and having travelled by the Oxus an 
hundred miles, palled over the Ardok, a great river, mentioned before. There they 
paid a fmali duty. The 7th of December they arrived at Kait % a caftle fubjedl to 
Saramet 3 Soltan ; who intended to have robbed all the Chriftians, but for fear of his 
brother the King of Urjenz, as they were informed by one of his chief counfeliors, 
who advifed them to fend him a prefent ; which they did. They paid here for every 
camel a red hide of Ruflia, befides trifling gifts to his officers* 

Thus proceeding on their journey, the 10th at night there came four horfemen, 
whom they feized, and fent bound to the Soltan of Kait, The Soltaxi immediately fet 
forward with three hundred men \ and meeting the fufpe&ed perfons on the road* by 
threats learned from them, that they belonged to a banilhed Prince, who three days* 
journey on the way lay in wait to deftroy the karawan. The Soltan hereupon left 
them fourfeore foldiers for their convoy ; who, the 15th in the morning, riding before 
to fcour the defart, in four hours returned on a hard gallop, faying, they had feen the 
track of horfes, and aiked what the company would give them to flay longer. No 
agreement being made, they went back to their Soltanwho, the others judged, was in 
the plot. 

t fwn as they were gone, fome reputed holy men, for having been at Mekka, 
killed fome iheep, and after boiling the blade-bones, burnt them; then mixing their 
allies with the blood, wrote certain characters, with a great many ceremonies and 
words; by which they difeovered, that they fhould meet with robbers ; but ffiould 

* Fiirehas Mgr. p. 236, et feq. 3 In the original, Kaite ; the fame with Kat. 

* Perhaps, SariahmedL 
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vanquifii them. Jenkinfon and his people gave no credit to this prediftion, but they 
found it true : for within three hours they perceived thirty-nine horfemen well-armed, 
making towards them, with the banilhed Prince at their head. Thefe called to them 
to yield, threatening otherwife to deftroy them. The travellers put them to defiance; 
whereon the fight began, which continued from morning till two hours in the night. 
Many on both fides were killed and wounded, men, horfes and camels- Had it not 
been for four mulkets, which Jenkinfon and his fervants had, they mud have been 
overcome : for the thieves were better armed, as well as better archers : but as the 
guns had brought down feveral of them, they durft not venture near. This made 
them propofe a truce till next day. Mean time the karawans encamped on a hill, 
fencing themfelves and cattle, with their packs of goods. The enemy encamped all'o a 
bow-lhot diftant,but were between them and the water; which proved a great affliction, 
as neither they, nor their camels, had drank for two days before. 

Thus keeping good watch, at midnight the roving Prince fent a meffenger half way 
tofpeakto the Karawan Bafha; who laid he would not go meet him, but would fend one 
to talk to him, provided his Prince and followers would fwear by their law to keep the 
truce : this being done fo loud that they could ail hear it, they fent a holy man to the 
meflenger; who told him, “ That his Prince had lent to them, who were Buflar- 
mans , to deliver up all the Kafrs, or unbelievers (meaning the Chriftians) with their 
goods; that in fuch cafe he would fuffer them to depart quietly, but otherwife would 
treat them with equal feverity if he overcame them, as he made no doubt of doing.” 
The Karawan Baftia anfwered, that he had no Chriftians in his company, nor any 
Hr angers, except two Turks: but that in cafe he had, he would rather die than deliver 
them; and as for his threatening, they were not afraid of them, as they lliould lee fo 
foon as it was day. 

The thieves, contrary to their oaths, carried the holy man with them, crying in 
token of victory, Oilo! Olio ' ! This difmayed the Englilhmen, fearing he would dif- 
cover them: but although he was roughly treated, they could get nothing out of him; 
not fo much as hoiv many men were flam and wounded. Next morning the robbers 
feeing them prepared for defence, propofed an agreement, but made a great demand. 
However, moll of the company being unwilling to renew the fight, as having but lit¬ 
tle to lofe, the reft were compelled to give them twenty ninths, or twenty times nine, 
feveral things, with a camel to carry them away : which the rovers having received, 
they departed, and the karawan went forward 

That night they came to the Oxus, where they ftaid all next day, making merry 
with their flam horfes and camels; then departing, they for fear of meeting with the 
fame, or other thieves again, left the high road along the river, and paffed through a 
defart of fand. They travelled four days in the fame, and then came to a well of very 
brackilh water, being forced to kill their horfes and camels for food. 

In this wildernefs alfo, they had almoft fallen into the hands of thieves: for one dark 
night being at reft, there came certain fcouts, and carried away fome of their com¬ 
pany, who lay a little feparated from the karawan ; which caufed a great outcry : the 
reft immediately laded their camels, and departed, putting on very hard, till they came 
again to the Oxus; for then they feared nothing, as being fenced by the river. Thus 
having efcaped this new danger, on the twenty-third they arrived at the city of Boghar, 
in Baktria. 

' Or, Moflemans, properly Moflems, 1 Rather, Allah ! Allah ! that is God. 

3 Puichaa Pilgr. p> 238. 
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Boghar 1 is a city of great extent, inclofed with a high wall of earth. The caflle, 
where the Khan refides, takes up one-third of the town. This, and fome other build¬ 
ings, are of (lone 5 the reft of earth. The water of the little river that runs through 
the city, breeds worms in the legs. Strong liquors are prohibited. This ftridtnefs is 
owing to the Metropolitan, who is more obeyed than the King, whom he depofes at 
pleafure ; as he did one when Jenkinfon was there, flaying him in the night. The 
King has no great power, or riches. He exafts a tenth of all things fold ; and when 
he wants money, fends his officers to take goods upon credit by force. Thus he ailed 
to pay for nineteen pieces of kerfey, had of the author. 

The country of Boghar was formerly fubjedt to the Perfians, whofe language is there 
fpoken : but the Tartars are continually in war with them, on account of feme religious, 
difference, and becaufe they will not fhave the upper Up. They have no gold coin at 
Boghar, and but one piece of fiJver, worth twelvepence ; which the King raifes and 
falls every other month, and fometimes twice a month. Hence it is not lb current as 
the copper money, called pooles, whereof an hundred go to the filver piece. 

The twenty-fixth of December he was ordered to appear before the King, to whom 
he prefented the Emperor of Ruffia’s letters. That Prince received the Englifh very 
kindly, made them eat in his prefence, and often fent for them in private; where he dii- 
collided with them familiarly concerning the power of the Emperor and the Great Turk, 
He alfo enquired into the laws, religion, and ftrength of England: made them (hoot 
with their mufquets before him, and practiled himfelf, But after all, the author fays, 
he (hewed himfelf a very Tartar ; for that he went to the wars without paying what he 
owed him. He owns, indeed, that he left orders for the payment; but fays, he was 
forced to abate part, and take goods for the reft. Yet he muft needs praife him, for 
that on their arrival at Boghar, he fent an hundred foidiers in queft of the robbers, who 
had attacked the karawan. Thefe meeting with them, killed part, and brought back 
four prifoners ; of whom two had been wounded by the Engli/h fire-arms. The King 
firft fent for Jenkinfon to fee them, and then ordered them to be hanged at his palace 
gate, for an example to others, becaufe they were gentlemen: part alfo of the goods 
that were recovered were reftored to him s . 

As to the trade of Boghar, there is great refort from Kathay, India, Perfia, Balgh 1 , 
Rulfia, and other countries : but the merchants are fo poor, and bring fo few wares, 
that there is no hope of any trade there worth following. While Jenkinfon was there, 
karawans arrived out of all the above-mentioned countries, except Kathay, with which 
the trade had been obltrufted for three years, by the wars betwixt two great countries 
and cities, called Tafkent and Kafkar, that lie in the way, and certain neighbouring 
people. Thofe at war with Tafkent, are Mohammedans, called Koffaks : they in arms 
againft Kafkar, are called Kings, Gentiles, and Idolaters: which two nations are of 
great force, living in the fields, and have almoft conquered thofe cities. 

Here the author got informations concerningKathay % which was nine months’ journey 
diftant : but the feafon for the departure of the karawans being come, and the town in 
danger of being befieged, on a report that the King was defeated in battle, he was ad- 
vifed by the Metropolitan to depart. His intention was to have gone to Perfia, to pry 
into the trade thereof; although he had learned enough at Aftrakhan and Boghar to 
perceive, that it was not much better than that among the Tartars, it lying chiefly in 
Syria and the Mediterranean Sea, But when he was ready to fet forward, he was pre¬ 
vented by feveral confiderations : for firft, by the wars newly broken out between the 
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Pflfchas, aa before, p, 239, et feq. 


4 Among which thofe of Johnfon, that follow in Green’s work, doubtlefs make a pan 


Balkh, or Balk. 

Sofi 


32 NKINSQN’s VOYAGES AND TRAVELS TO BUCHARIA- 393 

Sofi and Tartar Kings, the roads were become unfafe, About ten days* journey from 
Boghar, akarawan from India and Perfia was plundered by robbers, and many flam. 
Then the Metropolitan took from him the Emperor of Ruffia J s letters; for want of 
which he fiiould be made a Have where ever he came. Befides, the goods he was 
obliged to take in payment of the King and his nobles were not vendible in Perfia. 
Thefe reafons determined him to return to Ruffia by the way he came \ 

The eighth of March 1559, the Englifh left Boghar, in company with a karawan 
of fix hundred camels. And it was well they did, fince, had they Raid, they had 
been in danger to have loll both life and goods: for ten days after, the King of Sa¬ 
markand came and befieged the city, while the King was abfent, in the wars againil 
another Prince, his kinfman, as happens frequently in thofe parts : for it is a wonder 
if a King reign there above three or four years ; which frequent revolutions prove very 
detrimental both to the country and merchants* 

The twenty-fiFth they arrived at Urjenz. In the way they cfcaped four hundred 
rovers, who lay in wait for them* Moft of thefe were the kindred of thofe they met 
with before, as they found by four fpies who we re taken. The author had in his charge 
two ambaffadors, one fent by the King of Boghar, the other by him of Balk % to the 
Emperor of Ruffia. Having flaid at this place and Sellizure eight days/ for af- 
fernbling their caravan, the fecond of April they departed, with four more ambafladors, 
for the Ruffian court, fent from the King of Urjenz, and other Soltans, his brethren, 
with anfwer to the letters brought them by the author * who took an oath on the Gof- 
pel, that they fltould be well-uled in Ruffia and fuffered to return in fafety, conform¬ 
able to what the Emperor had written in his letters : for they were in feme doubt, be- 
caufe none had been fent for a long time before. 

The twenty-third of April they got to the Cafpian Sea, where they found their bark, 
but neither anchor, cable, cock, nor fail. However, as they brought hemp with them, 
they fpun a cable, and other tackling, made a cotton fail-cloth, and rigged the veffel 
out as well as they could ; but had neither boat nor anchor. While they were con¬ 
triving to make an anchor of a cart wheel, there arrived a bark from Aftrakan, which 
had two; whereof Jenkinfon procured one. Being thus equipped, he hoifted the 
red flag of St. George, and departed. There were onboard, befides himfelf, and the 
two Johnfons, who ferved for mafter and mariners, the fix ambafladors, and twenty- 
five Ruffians, who had been flaves a long time in Tartary, and ferved to row, when 
requifite. 

Sailing fometimes along the coaft, fometmies out of figh't of land, the thirteenth of 
May they came to an anchor, three leagues from fliore : there in a ftorm, which con¬ 
tinued forty-four hours, their cable breaking, they loft their anchor. As they were 
off a lee fliore, and had no boat to help them, they hoi fled fail, and bore clear of it, 
expecting every moment to be call away. At length they run in to a creek full of ooze, 
audio faxed thenifelves, with their bark ; for had that periflied, they mull have been 
deffroyed, or made flaves of by the wild inhabitants. When the ftorm was over, they 
put to fea again; and having by their compafs, and other marks, fixed the place where 
they loft their anchor, returned, and found it, to the great furprize of th(* Tartars. 
Two days after, there arofe another great ftorm, at north-eaft ; by which being driven 
far to fea, they had uiuch-ado to keep their bark from finking. At length the weather 

1 Purchas Pilgr* p # 240 * 1 Before written Ealgli. 
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permitting them to take the latitude, and knowing how the land lay, they fell in with 
the river Yaik 1 . In {hart, the twenty-eighth of May they arrived at Aflrakan- 

This Cafpian Sea is in length about two hundred leagues, one hundred and fifty broad : 
on the eaft lies the great defarr land of the Turkmans: on the weft* the countries of the 
Chirkafles % and mountains of Caucafus ; the Euxine Sea is a hundred leagues diftant. 
On the north is the river Wolga, and the land of Nogay; and to the fouth, the countries 
of Media and Perfia. This fea is f refli in many places, and in other places as fait as 
the ocean. 

Although feveral large rivers fall into it, yet it has noway of difeharging Its waters* 
except under ground. Thofe rivers are the Wolga, called by the Tartars, EdelIt 
iffues from a lake, not far from Novogrod in Ruffia, and runs above two thoufand Eng- 
lifh miles 4 . Next are the Yaik and Yem, which rife in Siberia: alfo the Cyrus & and 
Arafttwhofe fprings are in Caucafus, But the few fhips upon this fea, the want of 
marts and port towns, the poverty of the people, and the ice, renders the trade good 
for nothing. Jenkinfon offering to exchange his wares with forne merchants of Shamaki, 
they refufed, faying they had them elfewhere as cheap as he gould fell them. 

The tenth of June he left Aftrakan, with the ambaffadors, having an hundred gun¬ 
ners to effort them and him. The 28th of July they reached the city of Kazan % all 
the way through a country where they met with no habitations, or freih provifions. 
The feventh of Auguft leaving Kazan, they t rani ported their goods by water, as far 
as the city of Morum ; and then by land to Molkow, where they arrived the fecond 
of September. 

The fourth, Jenkiufon appeared before the Emperor, and having kiffed his hand, 
prefented him with a white cow’s tail of Katay, and a Tartarian drum. After this he 
produced the ambaffadors, and the Ruffian Haves. lie dined that day in prefence of 
the Emperor, who fern him meat from his table by a Duke, and afked him feveral 
queftions touching the countries where he had been. The fev^enteenth of February de¬ 
parting from Molkow, with the Emperor’s leave, he came the twenty-firff to the fac¬ 
tory at Vologda £ ; there he fiaid till the twenty-fifth of March, when having feen the 
company’s goods put on board their boats, he departed, and arrived the ninth of May* 
1560* at Kolmogro*; where his journals break off. 

The latitudes of the principal places: 

Ucgree?* M mutes. 


Akrakhan 47 09 

Entrance into the Cafpian Sea * 4 6 27 

Manguflave in Turkman 45 co 

UrjenK twenty ftages diftant - 42 18 

Boghar twenty days farther - 39 10 


' Before written Jalk: it may be pronounced both ways. 1 Cherkas, as commonly written. 

* Adil, or A tel- ' Purchas Pilgr. p. 241. 5 Or. Kur. 6 or Arras. 1 In fifty- 

five degrees, thirty-three minutes latitude, 1 Or, Wologda, as others write it. s Purchas, as 

before, p, 34s. 
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GASPARO BALBTS VOYAGE TO PEGU , 

AND 

OBSERVATIONS THERE GATHERED FROM HIS OWN ITALIAN RELATION*. 

A NNO 1579, on the 13th of December, Gafparo Balbi, a jeweller of Venice, 
travelled with the caravan from Aleppo towards Bagdet and the Eaft Indies : the 
firft day came to Bebbe, the fccond to Saguir, the third to Bir, or Albir, on the bank of 
the Euphrates on the left hand, and there embarked their goods for Felugia. They 
fiaid till the i ith of January in cold and fnow to expect five other barks. "1 heie barks 
of Albir are double keeled or bottomed, to prevent harm. On the 12th they came, 
to Tellevini, much afflicted with wind, fnow, and cold. Thence to Matao Lantache 
on the right hand : and fo on to Calatelnegiur, an uninhabited caflle, to Zoxeniafir, to 
Miferafi, to Blis (many dangerous Ihelves and trunks of trees are in that day's way) 
to Meliolzura, to Chalagiabar, to Elaman, to Sureich, to Raccha, to Elamora, to 
Aman, to Avagia Abulena, to Cafabi, to Celibi, the ruinous caftle Zelebe, and the fame 
day half an hour together under mountainous, beetle-browed overlookers threatening 
to fall on them, many ftones whereof lying fallen in the water made it more dreadful, 
(the mountain is called Eltoreftrouil,) and the next day came to two falls or precipices, 
caufed by the ftones carried thither from that overhanging hill’s ruins, fo heightening 
the water, that the fall was ten cubits, every one there making his prayer for a good 
voyage. At night they came to Elder on the right hand of the river, anciently called 
Port pf the Chaine, in which was a Turkifh Saniak and Cadi, goodly men, and fairer 
women than in the reft of thofe ports. Thence to Muachefir, to Elpifara, the river 
Cabur hilling into Euphrates (coming from Merdin) of a reddifh colour, to Rahabi, 
to Zoxofuldan, to Siara, to Gorur, and then under a mountain hollowed by the courfe 
of the water, callad Carteron, menacing a downfall upon us, made the more fearful by a 
threefold fiflure,and manifold ruins of ftones; which pafled, in a quarter of an hour they 
came to Sora, a caftle near to a great ruined city uninhabited, on the left hand. Teeming 
to them greater than Cairo; the mariners affirmed that they had heard their progenitors 
tell that there had been in it 366 gates; it is called Elefi; and rowing down the ftreani 
with four oars from morning to noon, we hardly pafled beyond one fide thereof. 
Thence to Ankarg another ruined city, with many mills, whereby it appeareth that Eu¬ 
phrates hath now a larger channel than in thofe times. Next was Chaime, and near 
it an engine to throw into a channel to water the fields: to Serna, to Carpilchelbi, to 
Fochelcurmi, to Edir, to Rechtalmel, to Zafara, beyond which are llraight paffages, 
and a fepulchre which they held in veneration, and each mariner threw in a bifcuit fu- 
perftitioufly to prevent fhipwreck: to Eleuzi, to Elmeftana, to Caftle Anna, near to 
which in Diana, Arborife an Arabian lord liveth ; to the ifle Anatelbes ; after dan¬ 
gerous paffages to Beggiau, another ifle full of date trees, to Cabin, to Sberie, to 
Zouia, to Giera, Gerina, Benexi, Duletgidit, then to two Hands namelefs, being 
newly made by the river, to Zibida, Vrala, Fulcheibera, Abufabur, Aditi, in which 
an Arabic Saniak keepeth; to Zezirnabus, to Giubau, (refidence of a Saniak), tor-' 
Naufa, to Eit, near to which is a boiling fountain of pitch, wherewith the inhabitants 
build rheir houfes, daubing it on boughs cut from trees, fo that they may feem rather 
of pitch than wood, every one taking what pleafeth him freely; and it the overflowing 
Euphrates fliould not carry away the pitch thrown into the field where it arifeth, they 

* Furdiaa il. 1^22* 
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fay there would be hills raifed by it. Againft the forcible ftream of the river is no 
rowing, or fo difficult that a boat in Bir colling five and twenty ducats in Eit or Eelu- 
gia is not worth above five. Following their voyage they came to Caraguol, the inha¬ 
bitants whereof fpeak Arabic, Turkiffi, and Perfian. To water their fields they ufe 
abundance bf Ikiu bottles (fattened to a chain with cords) drawn up by oxen in a 
mill as in the water houfe at .London) which empty themfelves into water paffages. 
Thefe men’s religion is reputed a gailimaufrey or herefy. On the 21 ft of February they 
arrived at Felugia. On the 24th at fun-rife they pafled a bridge over a ftream which 
' runneth when the water is high from Euphrates to Tigris, and came at noon to the 
ruins of a city called Sendia, and then half an hour after to the beginning of Old Ba¬ 
bylon, and going along by the fame, at night came to Nareifa, midway from Felugia 
to Bagdet; a place perilous for robbers and lions. Before fun-rife next day we tra¬ 
velled again along thole ruins, leaving them on the left hand, feeing pieces of great 
walls ruined, and one piece of the great tower of Babylon, till coming to Mafcadon 
they faw the towers of Bagdet or New Babylon. From Felugia thither the foil feems 
good, yet neither is there tree or green grafs, houfe, or cattle : but mufti- rooms fo 
good that the Moors eat them raw. They were forty-nine days from Bir to Bagdet 
by reafon of the winter. 

The 13th of March 1580, they departed from Bagdet towards BaJfara, embarked 
in the Tigris, a river feeming like Nil us, not fo endangered with fli elves and bodies 
of trees as Euphrates. At Elmaea the river divided into two, one running after into 
Euphrates, the other to Balfara. The inhabitants on the right hand are Arabs, on 
the left Gurgi. On the 1 Sth they came to Cher. There are many lions and Arab 
thieves. There are alfo many keepers of oxen, ffieep, and goats. Thence to Enca- 
ferami, where each mariner call in a bifcuit for devotion to a holy man there buried. 
Hitherto both in Euphrates and Tigris they had good air j but there they began to 
have an ill fcent of the river, very uoifome, and they were in the night endangered 
with a kind of whirlpool, and were fain to call to their conforts which towed them our. 
The next day they came to Cafale, a Saniak’s refidence, where the Perfian river Ma- 
roan difembogueth. Here the tide was firft encountered from the Perfian Gulf. A 
little beyond at Calaetel they fallen their barks when the tide rifeth which otherwife 
could force them back. T he champaigns are well inhabited. They entered Corns, 
and a little beyond encountered a piece of Euphrates joining with Tigris, where abide 
many foldiers with a Saniak to prevent thieves, which by hundreds in a company uled 
to rob. Here the river (which in fome places had been like Brent) was as large as 
Nilus, and well inhabited. At certain times it is here fo hot that many die thereof: 
and in this voyage four perfons wearied with heat and travel fat down to refreffi them- 
felves awhile, and were overcome by a hot wind which ftrangled all four. Oil the 
21 ft they arrived at Balfara. 

The author’s voyage from Balfara to Ormus, Diu, Goa, Cochin, Cananor, Seilan, 
Negapatan, I omit, and will firft welcome him to St. Thome. 

On the 29th bf May 1582, in the name of Chrifl we fct fail, directing our prow 
towards the north to avoid certain flielves which are very perilous j we faw many fiffiers, 
which took great ftore of filli, which they eat with rice. All that night we failed with 
a fouth wind northerly. About three o’clock the next morning we came to a place 
called the Seven Pagods, upon which are eight pleafant hillocks, not very high, which 
are feven leagues from St. Thomas, right over agaiuft it, where we arrived about noon 
the 30th of May, faluting it with three pieces of ordnance. The city of St. Thomas 
is fo called of the reliques of that faint, which are kept here with great veneration : it 
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is fituated in thirteen degrees,and a third part. The front is towards the weft, very 
ftrong by reafon of the block-houfes, which are upon the port, along towards the fea; this 
port is fb low that elephants cannot enter in at it, for the horfes enter with not a little 
trouble. There are three churches: one very fair of St. Thomas, which is well ferved 
with priefts; the chief of them is a vicar (for fo they call him) who wr« fent thither 
by the archbifbop of Goa. There is another of St. Francis, very well ferved with ca¬ 
puchins, and another of St. John the Baptifl, where the fathers of St. Paul of the com¬ 
pany of Jefus are in continual prayer: to build this they had not fo many tranfomes 
as were l’ufficient, when miraculoufly a great piece of timber was call up by the lea, 
which feeined to be made by the line and meafure of that church. 1 was here when this 
piece of timber was call up ; for one day going to mafs to the church of our Lady I 
iaw a great concourfe of people running to thefea-fide, and I went alfo to fee what 
was the matter, and faw this piece of timber call upon the (bore. Then the church of 
St. John the Baptift was finifhed, but becaufe they wanted tranfomes to make the roof 
they covered it with ftraw. This was held for a great miracle, that fo great a piece of 
timber ihould be caft up by the fea; the point lay towards the quire of the church. 
Moreover when they fa wed this piece of wood, they perceived in the outfide of it, as 
all'o within it, a ftink ofoafe, fo that they could not come near it : whereupon they 
judged that it was caufed by the abundance of water wherewith it was involved in the 
fea T and that it came from feme far country. But after a while they fet it on end; and 
now it is fo hard that the Portugueze make ufe of it. The aforelaid lathers of St. 
Paul have another church in the city dedicated to our Lady, where they baptize the 
Gentiles, and exhort and inftrua them in matters of faith. There is another church 
called our Lady of Light which is ferved by St. Thomas’s priefts; but it is three miles 
out of the town. There is alfo another called our Lady of the Mount, and another of the 
Crofs; here is alfo the church of mercy : out of the town there is one of St Lazarus, 
and many others well ferved. St. Thomas is as fair a city as any I faw in that country, 
and the houfes join one to the other fo as to be able to fuccour one another. Without 
the city of St. Thomas is another city environed with walls made of earth, and inhab¬ 
ited with Gentile foldiers, whofe chieftain is called Adicario, who hath power to exe¬ 
cute iuftice. They obferve the cuftcm to burn their dead in this city, as at Negapatan; 
but near to this is a city called La Cafta de gli Orefici, Goldfmith’s Row; they have 
a cuftotn when the hufband is dead, to make a pit in the earth, and there to place the 
dead corpfe crofted legged ; and on the other fide fet his living wife in the fame man¬ 
ner, and their kindred caft earth upon her, prefling her down that ihe may die alfo ; 
and’when they wive they marry with their compeers, as a carpenter takes the daughter 
of a carpenter, and fo of others. The aforelaid inhabitants worfhip fometimes the fi¬ 
gure of a cow, and at other times of a ferpent called Bittia di CapelG, whofe bite is 
deadly, and it hath one part of the flefh from the middle inverted towards the head. 

The Bramins are wont to burn cow’s excrements, and with the afhes for devotion 
meeting with the Gentiles, to daub their forehead and nofe; who fo painted, wafh 
not that day for devotion of the cow. The men which are devoted to the pagod or 
ftatue, after they have lived a whole year after their will in carnal pleafures, are wont 
to take a bow and arrow and (hoot their own flefh aloft in the air, which they flafh oft 
in morfels, and when they can continue no longer in this manner, they cut their own 
throats, thus facrificing their body to the pagod. . There are fome alfo which are 
called Atnocchi, who are a kind of people called Chiavi, and are not of thofe Gentiles 
of Sr- '1 hoinas, but of the coaft of Chiava, who being weary of living, fet themfelvcs in 
the way with a weapon in their hands, which they call a creafe, and kill as many as they 
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meet with, till fortiebody killeth them ; and this they do for the leaft anger they con¬ 
ceive, as defperate men. Thefe Gentiles are very different in their adoration, for lome 
worfhip the image of a man, fome of a cow, others of ferpents; others the fun or 
moon; fome a tree, or the water, and other things. They are accuftomed to celebrate 
many feafts; -but in the motirh of September I Jaw one; the people planted a tree in 
the ground like the mart of a fhip, with the main yard acrofs, upon which main yard 
were two hooks fattened ; and there are many which defire to free them-felves from trou¬ 
ble or mifery, who make a vow to the pagod, to hook or ganch themfelves; and for 
this there are fome appointed that ftand there, who feeing any one that will ganch them- 
felves for devotion, they firft make an offering, and then they loofen a cord and let 
down the hooks, and with them they fatten the fhouiders of him that will hook himielf, 
and then they hoift him up aloft, making him turn his face to the pagod and faltite it 
three times with his hands in a fuppliant manner before his breaft, aud make him play 
with a weapon which he earrieth in his hands while he is drawing up: and after awhile 
they let him down and colour the tree with his blood, faying they do it in reverence to 
the pagod ; and then .'they let him down and put a rope through the holes which the hooks 
had made, and fattening that cord to the pagod they draw him by little and little to the 
ftatue by that cord ; then the women of the pagod conduct him to the ttatue to reverence 
it, and after this they take care to heal him if they can. And this they do by a vow or 
promife to the pagod to obtain any thing, or in fiekneft to recover health. They have 
another fcaft by night which lafteth eight nights, in a long ftreet of the city full of lights- 
on both fides, and three or four perfons take one another by the hands, who have on 
their arms certain balkets of viands made of rice and milk, and then they run and call 
that meat behind them, which they fay the devil eats who runs behind them, and while 
they are in this motion they never look behind them, for they fay if they do, they lhall 
fuddenly die: and this is fufficient refpefiing the mad cuftoms of this country. 

On the 13th of September 1583, in the name of Jefus Chrift, after we had Jaded 
our merchandize and paid our cuftoms, we went alhipboard; and having failed 
until the 23d of this month, we found ourfelves near to Maccareo: it is very 
ftrange what is reported of the ebbings and flowings of the water, and certainly he 
who hath not feen them will fcavcely believe them : certain pilots go from 
Martovan, as lwift as an arrow in the increaling of the water, as long as the flood 
lafteth, and the tide being at the height they turn out of the channel and there ride ; 
when the water is fallen on dry land; and the bore or tide comes as fome great 
tree : and in fuch a time they oppofe the prow againft, and fo expett the fury of the 
water, which refembleth the noife of a great earthquake ; fo that maugre their ftrength 
and fkill the bark is waflied from head to ftern, and with that violence is carried fwiftlv 
into the channel. After that the wind blew from the the fouth-weft, and we failed to 
the north-weft till the morning, when we found ourfelves at Bara, right over Neerais 
(they call fo in their language the haven which goeth into Pegu,) where we difcovered 
on the left fide of the river a pagod, or varella, all gilded over, which is feen afar off 
by the veftels that come from the main, and efpecially when the fun fhines, which 
makes it glitter round about as far as it is feen. And becaufe the rain wafheth it often 
and confumeth the gold, the men of that place often regild it, that the ttiips by the 
Ip endor thereof may have this benefit to know the haven: and they do it for devotion 
an reverence to the place. We then all rejoiced at that time and made merry; be- 
cauled we confidered, that if we had arrived there four or five days later we could not 
aveentem t c aven by leafonot the continual winds which blow there with great fury. 

ien ca mg anc or to expeft the flood, fo as to fliun foine rocks which are under the 
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Titter; we faxv a place very curioufly adorned with bowers and a church ("where the 
talipois refide, which are there as the friars with us,) where the people of this country 
afiemble to pray. It is reported, that in this place there are abundance of tigers which 
devour the men and beafts of the country. On the 24th of September there came a 
little bark near us, called a falangara, whereby the: captain of our fhip fent a Portu- 
gueze with a prelent to the King, to give him notice of our arrival, and the evening 
following we drew near to the Ifland of Flies, fo called of the multitudes of them, there 
caufed from the abundance of filh there falted, wherewith alfo we furnilhed our fhip. 
In the mean time the fhip went to Cofmi, the lord of the country, who fent twenty 
boats with eight oars a-piece, and a royal almadie, which is a certain long bark rowed 
with many oars and it began to put forth, and two days after the lord of Cofmi came 
together with the fhip, who prefented our Moorilh captain with great fair hens of a 
very good tafte, and many oranges, which grow in great quantity in the country. The 
faid lord was rowed in a bark made very fantaftically ; it was of the length of a foift, 
but fo narrow^ that in the middle it feemed not to be above one pace over ; at the head 
and ftern it was as narrow as our gondolos; but it was very high, and there were more 
than a hundred rowers, which row at the fide with a hundred oars like flicks, and they 
did obferve in their rowing to draw the water towards them all together by reafon of 
four trumpeters which, found when they fhould row, and fit in the middle of the bark; 
the Signior was iii a high cabin made in the middle of the boat, covered after the man¬ 
ner of the middle part of a gondolo, but greater, with a part before to fliut and open as 
he pleafeth. 

Now the 5th of Oftober we came to Cofmi, whofe territories on both fides are woody 
and frequented with parrots, tigers, wild boars, apes, and fuch like creatures. Cofmi 
is feated in fixteen degrees and h third parr, and hath the houfes made of great Indian 
canes, and covered with ftraw, fronted towards the north-eaft, fituate in a very fine place, 
but fubjeCt to the ravening of tigers, which often enter into the town and catch men and 
beafts, and devour them; but this they do in the night, for tbeyabide in the woods all day. 

We departed from Cofmi the 26th of October, with a little paro, that is to fay, a 
voyage bark, having committed our merchandize to the guardian of the great paro, 
and failing down the river, at evening we arrived at a village on the left hand of the 
river called Pain Perlon ; and about three o'clock the next morning at Marina Mala, 
and about the evening before a great city on the left hand of the river called Jaccubel; 
and an hour after at another on the right fide called Tegiatden. The morning follow¬ 
ing we came to a place called Balatin, where they make pots and jars of excellent fine 
earth, and a little after we law Dian, a fertile country, plentiful in timber both for 
houfes, flaps, and barks, where they have certain vcffels like galeaffes, which have on 
both fides from head to ftern cabins with divers merchandizes, and in the middle, inftead 
of the mart, there is a houfe like ours, fo that within them they traffic for flare of mu Ik, 
benjamin, and divers jewels. On the twenty-ninth day we faw the land-of Bedogiainana, 
Lagapala, andPurdabui, and the evening we came to a great country called Gungiebui, 
where we tarried with great fear of being aflaulted by thieves, who under the flievv of 
friendflup betray difperfed paffengers ; and in like manner we avoided the danger of 
the multitude of tigers, which in rhefe parts attack men, and deftroy as many as they 
can get. For this caufe we ftrengthened ourfelves in the middle of the river; yet they 
report that the fiercenefs of this creature is fuch that he will prey in the water. The 
day following we went in a narrow river like our Brent by Padua, which is Ihaded with 
palm-trees that grow in great abundance on both lides of the river : there is the great 
city of Coilan, which is a league long on each fide, which being a perfect fquare make 
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twelve of our miles. After that we came by another city, called Tuvaguedan, where 
are many pagods and ftatues ; and at evening we arrived at Leungou, a very fair city, 
feared in a pleafant territory, replenifhed with palm-trees: parting from tiience after 
we had feen many buildings on both fides of the river, about morning we came to a 
•treat populous city called’Silvanfedi, and at evening before another called Moggio, 
where were infinite [tore of great and fvnall veffels, all covered 110111 head to i l ei j 1 with 
ftr?Av, within which are the families of one houfe, fo that they ferve for convenient 
habitations; they ufe to drink in them hot waters made of rice as ftrong as our aqua 
vita;; thefe barks fell frefli fifh and falted, and dreffed in divers fafhions, and other 
forts of provifion ; fo that along that river to the mouth of the fea, which is frefh water, 
they may-fail without carrying any viduals, but only money to fpend. The 2d .of 
November we came to the city of Dala, where, befides o.hei things, aie ten large 100ms 
full of elephants, which are kept there by divers fervants of the King of Pegu. The 
day following we came to the fair city of Dogon ; it is finely i'eated, and fronted to¬ 
wards the fouth-weft, and where they land are twenty long fteps, as from the pillar of 
Sr. Mark to the Straw-bridge, the matter of them is ftrong and great pieces of timber, 
and there are great currents of water both at ebb and flood, becaufe it is a place near 
Maccareo, which entereth and goeth out of the mouth of the Sirian, which is a fea-port; 
and always when the water increafeth they go upon the flairs ; when it is ebb it dis¬ 
covers all around, and makes it a great way dry land. On both fides of the river, at 
the end of the bank, or at the flairs is a wooden tiger, very great, and painted after the 
natural colour of a tiger; and there are two others in the midfl of the flairs, fo far one 
from another that they feem to fhare the flairs equally. They (land with open mouth, 
(hewing their teeth and tongue, with their claws lifted up and ftretchcd forth, prepared 
to affail him that looks on them. Concerning thefe they told me a foolifh belief which 
they have, that they fland there to guard, for if any fliould be fo bold as to difpleafe 
the pagod, thofe tigers fhould defend him, for he would give .hem life. After we were 
landed we began to go on the right hand in a large flreet about fifty paces broad, in 
which we faw wooden houfes gilded, and adorned with delicate gardens after their 
cuflom, wherein their talapois, which are friars, dwell, and look to the pagod, or varella 
of Dogon. The left fide is furnifhed with portals and fliops, very like the new Pro- 
curatia at Venice; and by this flreet they go towards the varella, for the fpace of a good 
mile flraight forwards, either under penthoufes or in the open ftreet, which is free to 
walk in. When we came to the varella, we found a pair of flairs of ninety Heps, as 
long in my judgment as the channel of the Rialto at Venice. At the foot of the firft 
flair are two tigers, one at the right hand and the other at the left ; thefe are of ftone, 
and fland in the fame fafhion they do on the Ihore fide. The flairs are divided into 
three ; the firft is forty fteps, the fecond thirty, and the third twenty, and at the top of 
each of them is a plain fpacious place. On the laft ftep are angels of ftone, each with 
three crowns one upon the other ; but fo, that that which is the greateft, and that 
which is next leffer, yet greater than the upper-moft, which is the lead. They have the 
light hand lifted up, ready to give the benediction, with two fingers ftretched out. 
The other hand of the one is laid upon the head of a child, and of the other qpon the 
head of an ape ; thefe flatutes are all of ftone. At the right hand is a varella, gilded 
in a round form, made of ftone, and as much in compafs as the ftreet before the Vene¬ 
tian palace, if it were round ; and the height may equal St. Mark’s bell-tower, not the 
top of it, but the little pinnacles. At the left hand is a fair hall carved and gilded 
within and without; and this is the place of devotion, whither the people go to hear 
the talapois preach: the flreet is greater than St. Mark’s, at leaft larger; and this is 
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hand, when a governor or other officer returns from, his command, which he never 
does but by exprefs order of the court, he waits without at the gate of the palace, and 
gives notice by fome of his friends of his arrival, and that he begs to throw himfeJf at His 
Imperial Majefty’s feet j whereupon orders are ufually given for his admittance; but 
fometimes, if the perfon has miibehaved in his poll, iuitead of an anfwer in the ordinary 
ftyle, orders are iffued to take off his head. 

6 . The Perfians are naturally a brave people, but the doth and inaftivity of their 
Princes had of late rendered them not fo formidable as they ufed to be. In the laft 
century, under Abbas the Great, they made ccnisderable con quells pn the fide of 
Turkey, as well as India, though their troops were always much inferior in number to 
the armies either of the Grand Signior or Great Mogul; but they funk in our time fo 
much below what they were in that reign, that every little Tartar and Arabian Prince 
intuited their frontiers, and robbed them of fome part of their ten :lories, before the 
late Shah Nadir affumed the government. 

The forces of Perfia are divided into the troops of the Hate and the Shah’s. The 
troops of the Hate .are entertained by the governors of the relpeclive provinces, and paid 
out of certain lands appropriated for that purpofe, and are divided into militia and 
regular troops. The regular troops are called courtchis ; they were originally of Tar¬ 
ts ry, a flout hardy race of people who lived in tents. Thefe are the foldiers which are 
properly called Coofelbaflies, or Red-heads, fo Ityled when they came to the affiftance 
of Cheic Sell, the founder of the late Imperial family; for which fervice he allowed 
them the honour of wearing red caps or turbans, of a particular form, like that he wore 
liimfelf. Thefe coofelbaflies remained in their tents, as well in time of peace as war $ 
and employed themfelves in feeding, buying'and felling of cattle, from whence they 
were called courtchis, or Ihepherds. 

The fervice they did to Cheic Sefi, and their zeal for the religion of the Imans, pro¬ 
cured them great refpe£t, and they pofleffed the chief ports both in the court and army ; 
and from thefe the Perflan foldicry, and afterwards all the Perfians in general, obtained 
the appellation of coofelbaflies, a name formidable to the Indians, Turks, and Tartars 
in the laft age; and it was by this generation that theTurkifli language was introduced 
iuto the court of Perfia, and the northern parts of that kingdom, where they fpeak it 
much more than the Perfian. The coofelbaflies held the firft rank in the kingdom till 
the reign of Abbas the Great, who endeavoured to fapprefs them upon account of the 
unreafonable influence he obferved they had in all affairs of ftate, depofmg and fetting 
up what princes they thought fit, like the Turkifh janizaries. He was fo jealous of his 
own fon, on account of the refpect he had obferved they paid him,, that hecaufed him 
to be put to death, and difperl'ed the coofelbaflies in fmail detachments through all the 
the j evinces of the empire. Thefe troops ferve on horfeback, carrying a bow and 
arrows, a fword, poniard, and lance, with a hatchet at the faddle-lkirts ; and for delen- 
flve arms have ajhirld and helmet; they are commanded always by their own officers, 
and their general is called Courchibatin', or commander of the courtchis. 

Both the courtchis and militia have their pay out of the lands of the ftate of the refpec- 
tivc provinces, and enjoy it as their inheritance, from father to fon, if they do not refufe 
to bear arms: they are obliged to march to the place of rendezvous on twelve hours* 
notice, and every year pafs in review before a commiffary lent from court, or before 
the governor of the province. 

7. The troops of the Shall are two bodies, which Abbas the Great inflituted. One 
confiftsof twelve thoufand men, and are called the mulketeers, becaufe inftead of bows 
and arrotvs they carry muikets, and though they march on horfeback, yet like our 
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dragoons they fight on foot. Shah Abbas ufed to oppofe them to the Turfcifli janizaries, 
of whom he had obfervetl the enemy made great advantage in their engagements with 
him Before this time neither foot-foldier or fire-arms were ever heard of m I erna, 
and their neighbours the Tartars have no foot among them to this dav- The other 
body confiftcd of ten thoufand horfe ; thefe were called coulars, and earned fire-arms 
alfo inftead of bows. They were called coulars or Haves, to fignify their devotion to 
-heir foverewn ; or as fome fay, becaufe they come from tliofe countries from whence 
the Perfians°had their flaves, as Georgia, Circaffia, &c. Part of them are fent as pre- 
fents to the Shah when they are young ; and the red are defended from the people 
of thofe countries, who are fettled in Perfia. I hey almoft all prorefs the Mahometan 
religion, though defended from Chriftian parents. Abbas the Great had a particular 
affeCtion for this body, and ufed to call them his horfe janizaries. They are tall and 
well-made fellows, in whofe courage and fidelity the Shah has a particular confidence ; 
for as they fcaree know the country or relations from whence they fprang* and can have 
no other views, than to recommend themfelves to their mailer by their ferviees, they 
are entirely devoted to the Crown, and obey every order without hefitation ; and from 
among thefe, the court ufually prefers men to the higheft polls ; fo that confidering the 
'number of Georgian women which are married into Perfia, and the polls the men who 
derive themfelves from thence poffefs, the Perfian court may, one half of them, pro¬ 
bably be of Georgian extraction. 

It is obferved, that in Perfia, as well as India, the word Have is an honourable 
title, and preferable to that of fubjeft: nay, a certain French author tells us, that the 
word Koulam Shah, or King’s Have, is equal to that of Marquis in France ; becaufe all 
that have that denomination are fure to be preferred to fome poll if they behave well. 
Befides thefe there are two other frnall bodies, the one called Sophis or Sephis, inftituted 
fora guard to the King’s perfon by Cheik Sefi ; thefe are not above two hundred men, 
and wear the Sophi’s cap on their heads, and for their arms: have a fabre, a poniard, 
and an axe, which they carry on their flioulders. The fecond, called the Ziezari, or 
the fix hundred, who are all of the fize of grenadiers, ftout young fellows, inftituted 
by Abbas the Second for a guard to his perfon, anno 1654. The monarchs of Perfia 
before that time had no guards in the palace, or when they went abroad, for the 
fephis only ferved to make a Ihow at feftivals and on public occafions; they wear 
long red caps of the form of a fugar-Ioaf, and their arms are a mufket, fabre, and 
poniard, which are adorned with filver, and exceeding fine ; they are under the 
command of the general of the mulketeers, and a frnall party of them do duty at the 
palace gates. 

All the the troops of Perfia are comprehended under thefe two names of courtchis 
and coulars, that is, fliepherds or flaves, by which they underhand the foldiers of the 
old or new eftablilhment. The Shah finds all the troops with horfes, arms, and accou¬ 
trements ; but every man provides himfelf with clothes according to his fancy, the fol¬ 
diers having no particular livery, any more than the fervants of the King’s houfehold, or 
of any great man. There was in the reign of Abbas the Great a body o t twelve thoufand 
men, that belonged to the artillery, but they were difeharged in the reign of Abbas the 
Second, and the Perfians had no artillery, unlefs fome ufelefs guns in the front of the 
palace at Ifpahan, and in fome other great towns, which are more for Ihow than fervice, 
till they were new difciplined of late years by Shah Nadir. 

8. Their armies were never large, confidering the extent of the empire: Abbas the 
Great, who made fuch confiderable conquefts, had never more than a hundred and 
twenty thoufand men in his fervice in all the provinces : and the foldiers have been fo 
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ill paid in the late reigns, that they have deferted, and gone into foreign fervice, or ap¬ 
plied themfelves to other employments, which the courtiers winked at, putting their 
pay in their pockets, and never filling up their places. The Perfian troops not being 
troubled with artillery or baggage, make prodigious* fwift marches, and tall upon an 
enemy frequently in his camp or quarters, with incredible fury, when he lead fulpecls 
fuch a vifit. At other times they cut off his provifions, and turn the waters from their 
ufual courfe; and having fufficiently haraffed him in a long march through a defert 
country, when he is fatigued and dilpirited, fall upon him. When an enemy makes 
head againft them they will fly till they have drawn him into forae difadvantageous 
ground, and then return to the charge again. 

In their retreat, as has been obferved, they flioot more arrows than when they ad¬ 
vance ; as hiftory acquaints us was the practice of the ancient Parthians. The Perfians 
never throw up any intrenchments about their camps, their fortification is foine moun¬ 
tain or difficult pafs ; but in fieges they intrench, and ufually take a place by under¬ 
mining it} and, it is thought, that no people underftand mining and fubterraneoue 
works better than the Perfians. It was thus they took Erivan, the capital of Armenia, 
from the Turks the laft time. This city, in a very fhort fpace, found almoft every part 
of it undermined ; but as the Perfians do not trouble themfelves with artillery, fo neither 
have they any bread-waggons or futlers amongft them, and yet their camp is generally 
as well fupplied as a camp need to be, the country people continually following them 
with provifions. Indeed, as rice and fruit is almoft all they want, it can be no difficult 
matter to fupply fuch fmall bodies as take the field inPerfia, efpecially as they are per¬ 
petually in motion, and feldom flay long in a camp. 

When they are apprehenfive of an invafion, their conftant method is to withdraw 
all the people on the frontiers, and deftroy the country in fuch a manner as the enemy 
may find nothing to fubfift on, not leaving fo much as a fpire of grafs, or a tree upoi» 
the ground j but they give the hufbandmen time to fecure their grain, fruits, and 
forage, by burying them, with moil part of their utenfils, in deep pits, which they will 
do in fuch a manner that it is almoft impoflible to difeover them; and as the earth is 
very dry, they receive no manner of damage. The army having thus deftroyed the 
country for eight days’journey together, they encamp near it in Separate bodies,.and 
as they fee occafion, fall upon the enemy and diftrefs him in his march; fometimes 
ihey fall upon one quarter of his camp and fometimes on another, in the night-time; 
and if they cannot by this means put a ftop to his march, they retire farther into the 
country, driving the people dill before them, and deftroying every thing as before ; 
anti by thefe means they have defeated the greateft Turkifh armies. 

When the enemy are retired every man returns to his lands again. As for the 
houfes, thole of the common people are no great lofs, they are foon run up with clay 
or fuch materials as they find upon the place. The Perfians are faid to found their 
conduft upon this dilemma; either the enemy will invade us with great numbers, or 
but few ; if he brings great numbers, confldering the extent of defert ground he mull 
inarch over, it is impoflible he fhould fubfift; if their numbers are but lmall, we Audi 
harafs them in their march till they come to nothing, without running the hazard of 
a battle. 

9. The Perfians are excellent markfmen, as well with their fire-arms, as theiF bows 
and arrows. Their colours are made of rich filks, in much the fame manner as our 
horfe ilandards; for a device they write fome paflage of the Alcoran, or part of their 
confeflion of faith, and fometimes have a lion, with the fun riling over his back, wrought 
in them. The great ftandard-bearcr, whom they call Alemdar Bafla, is one of their 
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principal military officers. The management of the foldiers’pay is much commended, 
becaufe they do not fuller it to pafs through their officers’ hands,’ but every man receives 
it of the farmers of fuch lands as are appropriated for that purpofe ; the officer’s pay is 
very good ; the general of the mulketeers, and the general of the confers, have each of 
them above three thou (and poiinds a year; and as the lands aliigned for the payment 
of it are valued mighty low, it is thought to amount to four times as much. 

In time of peace they ufually keep a body of fix or Seven thou land men in Chaldea 
towards Babylon, to prevent the incurfions of the roving Arabs. The governor of 
- Armenia has about five thoufand men under his command, and the governor of Georgia 
a like number. In Chorafan they have ufuafly eight thoufand ’men to bridle the 
Ulbeck Tartars, and fuch another body in the province of Candahar, towards India, 
and thefe troops being the out-guards of the empire, and ahnoft in conftant a&ion, were 
e teemed pretty good ; but as for the reft, who are cantoned in the inland country, they 
enjoyed fo long a peace, that even travellers obferve, they had not the air of foldiers. 

In thofe parts of the country where they have fea for a boundary, they keep force 
any troops, infomuch, that in Gilan and Mazanderan, which lie on the Caipian Sea, the 
Cofiacs have landed, final! parties, and plundered the country forfeveral days together ; 
and here the Mufcovites very lately fixed themfelves with very little oppofitjon, though 
■it be one of the richeft and moll; fertile countries in the empire. The Perfian generals 
are perplexed with nothing fo much as the ftupid condua of the court, in attending to 
the predictions of their altrologers. Thefe men are ever averfe to war, becaufe they 
are obliged to take the field with the Prince, and therefore feldom fail to pronounce 
it unlucky to entei into one on any confideration whatever ; and li ever they are 
brought to approve of a war, they mult prognofticate the lucky minute when to en¬ 
camp, and when to maicn, &c. bo that the generals Iofe the great advantages which 
might be made fometimes, by waiting till they confult the ffers. The favourite women 
and the eunuchs are no lefs averfe to war than the altrologers; for in Iofing their 
Prince they lofc their all, and, therefore, they conftanly fall in with the aftrologers, to 
divert their lord from every enterprize which carries a face of danger. 

All this mull be underflood of the old line of which Tfiaraas the fon of Hufle-'n 
depofed by Mer-Weys, and afterwards reftored, depofed again, and at laft put to death 
by 1 .llamas Kuli Kan* or with his privity, who thereupon affumed the title of Shah 
Aadir, was the laft. It is a thing furprifing that, confidering the great extent of coall 
w.nch they have upon the Perfian Gulph and the ocean on the fouth, and the number 
o! their provinces bordering upon the Cafpian Sea, they fliould never think in earneft 
or to lpeak with the greater propriety, fhoultl never think at all ofraifmg a naval force’ 

abroad ” ■ dane » WOutd have rendered them fecure at home and refpeded 

. only ryafon that can be affigned for this is, their neglcfl of trade, which defe& 
eonlbtution, if the ingenious reader will attentively confider, he will without 
di nculty difeover, that it is the foie fource of the frequent troubles, rebellions and 
revolutions, which have fo often brought the Perfian government to the brink of ruin. 
This will be the more obvious to the reader, when we come to Hate the nature of nro 
perty among the Perfians, from whence it will appear, that the landed intereft in that 
countiw ,s tolerably fecured ; but as the like provifion is not made for the monied 
inteieft, people do not turn themlelves fufficiently to thofe methods of fubfiftence that 
would make the government eafy, and themfelves happy. 

P ^ ,a .i ire , eithCrrUCh inK culth '“« 1 > or fuel, as are uncultivated, 
and uninhabited, of which the latter are ten to one more than the former. The lands in 
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occupation are of four kinds; the lands of the hate, the Shah’s demefne lands, the 
lands of the church, and laftly, thofe belonging to private men. The lands of the ftate 
contain much the greater part of what is cultivated, and are in the poffeflion of the 
governors of the refpeftive provinces, who out of them take their own revenue, and 
affign the reft for the payment of their officers, and the troops they are obliged to 
maintain; for every ioldier has his pay affigned him upon fome Village or farm, in the 
fame manner as in Sweden. The demefne lands are the Shah’s particular eftate, out of 
which are paid the officers of the houffiold, and the troops he maintains over and above 
thofe w hich are maintained at the charge of the refpeclive provinces, and Lhe refidue 
are given among the courtiers and favourites; or managed by the viziers and attend¬ 
ants, w ho remit the produce of them into the treafury. 

The lands which belong to the church, are the donation of Princes or private gten, 
-and are accounted facred, io that they are never taxed or confifcated for any crime 
whatever; and after one year’s poffeflion, the title of them cannot be called in queftion, 
on any account whatever. The lands of private men are held of the crown for the 1 term of 
ninety-nine years, paying an ineonfiderabie quit-rent; and at the expiration of the term 
of ninety-nine years, they are allowed to renew their Ieafe for the fame number of 
years, on advancing one year’s income. As to the cultivated lands, if any perfan de¬ 
fires to build upon them, or to convert any part of them into ploughed fields or gardens, 
the King’s officers procure him a grant for ninety-nine years, under a final! rent, which 
terms are renewed as other private eftates ; fo that all ranks of men derive their eftates 
immediately from the crown, and by this method have a perpetuity, on payment of their 
fines and acccuftomed rents. 

The officers of the Shah, as well as private owners, let out their lands to hufbaiid- 
men, upon condition of receiving a third part of the produce ufually, but the rent is 
more or lefs according to the particular agreements of the parties; and the grain in 
Perfia being fubject to be deftroyed by hail, drought, Iocufts, and other infects,-the 
tenants never fail to infift on an abatement in thefe cafes. When the deftruct-ion 
is very great, the hulbandmen take the withered branches of trees, and the da¬ 
maged ears of corn, and refort to the Shah’s officers, complaining of the- feafon, 
and their inability to pay their ufual rent, if they have received never fo little hurt; 
their complaints are very loud, and they frequently make an advantage of the misfortune. 

Private landlords are lei's fubjedt to be impofed upon in thefe cafes, having the lands 
under their infpeftion ; but then their tenants are not fo much oppreffed, and fubjedfc 
to inch hardfhips as the tenantsof the crown. r Ihe Shah’s officers frequently pretend 
they have no authority to make abatements ; and thereupon whole villages go up to 
court, and deliver their petitions to the Shah in perfon, infofnuch that there is feldoiu 
lefs than feven or eight thoufand people attending at Ifpahan on thefe occafions. The 
court ufually fends orders hereupon to the provinces to make fuch allowance as the 
nature of the cafe requires, or depute comtniffaries to enquire into the truth of the 
complaint, but in either cafe the crown is ufually defrauded; for the countrymen fo 
well underhand the force of bribes, that they commonly ffiake a purfe, and procure a 
favourable reprefentarion of the cafe from the officers fent to check them. 

I lie Shalomd private owners have the like profits of the lmibandmen’s cattle, as they 
have of their corn, as the third fleece, and the third part of the breed j and of fruit, the 
crown has ftill a greater ffiare, there being not that charge of manuring and cultivating 
fruit-trees as thefe is of the grounds which produce grain. 

lhe governors of provinces receive the fame profits out of the lands of die ftate, 
towards the payment of the officers, and troops of the province, as the Shah does out 
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of his own lands, and every province hefides makes large prefents from time to time to 
the court, of the bed the country affords, whether filk, grain, fruits, cattle, or whatever 
is in efteem among them ; and thefe are fent op in fuch quantities, as are fuffident to 
fupply the Shah’s houfliold, and therefore may be accounted a conliderable part of the 
revenue. The Shah has alfo the feventh fleece, and the feventh of the breed of the cattle, 
in thofe lands which are not appropriated to his ufe ; and this is a great addition to his 
revenue, for the fhepherds of P .-rfia, like the ancient patriarchs, pofiefs vaft flocks and 
herds, on which they continually attend, living in tents, and removing from one place 
to another, as they cart meet with palture for them; for thofe lands which are not the 
property of particular perfons, are at liberty for all men to graze upon, though the 
* the Shah’s ; and this payment of the feventh bo-aft feems to be an acknowledgment of 
his property in them. Thefe wealthy fhepherds the people of the eaft call Saranetchin, 
from whence we have the word Saracen, that is to fay, an inhabitant of the fields ; 
for they live in tents, far from towns, two or three hundred together, and fometimes 
you fee a thouland or two encamped in one place j they perfe&Iy cover the plains with 
their flocks and herds, that fometimes you may be two or three hours in palling through 
them ; and the Shah has an officer called Ichomban Balhi, or chief of the fhepherds, 
rending in every province, who takes the feventh of the cattle for the Shah’s uie, viz. 
of flreep, afles, mules, camels, and goats ; as to horfes, it feems the Shah is entitled to 
every third colt; of filk and cotton alio, it is faid the Shah has a third part over the 
whole kingdom. 

Minerals and precious ftones belong to the Shah only, and he has two per cent, of 
all money. The money that is raifed by the waters is another confiderable part of the 
revenue, for every perfon pays for their being let into his fields or gardens ; nothing 
will grow in that parched country without it. A tribute is alfo paid to the crown by 
all people who are not of the religion of the country, whether natives or foreigners, 
and this amounts to a ducat a head ; and there is a tax of ten-pence on every fliop of 
the handicraft trades, and twenty pence on the reft. The cuftoms and port duties are 
.another branch of the revenue, but thefe do not amount to much here, for they have 
no confiderable port except Gambron. As for the merchandize carried into Perfia or 
out of it by land, they only pay a fmall fum for a camel’s load, and proportionably for 
every mule or ox, without examining what the packs contain. But that part of the 
revenue which is merely cafual, exceeds all the reft, viz. what arifes by the confifcated 
eftates, and the prefents which are made by the great lords, governors of provinces, &c. 
and particularly thofe which are made on New-year’s Day. They prefent the Shah with 
wrought filks, horfes, afles, beautiful boys and girls, gold, filver, precious ftones, per¬ 
fumes, and every thing which is rich and curious, and may ferve for ufe, ornament, 
or the pleafures of life ; and as there are feveral handicraft trades which pay no duties 
to the crown, as carpenters, mafons, and fome others, thefe are obliged to work for the 
Shah when he requires it, without pay; whatever buildings or palaces the Shah erefts 
or repairs, he has only the materials to find, the warden or chief of the trade is obliged 
to fend a certain number of workmen, which faves the treafury a great deal of money, 
and therefore the labour of thofe people may well be efteemed part of the revenue. 
The maintenance of ambafladors, and the providing them with carriages, is done alfo 
at the charge of the country, and cofts the Shah nothing. When he mas a mind to 
reward any perfon for any fignal piece of fervice, this is done alfo at the expence of 
another; he fends him perhaps to one of the chans or great courtiers, with the calaat 
or royal veft, for which the chan makes the mefienger a prefent ufually of ten times 
die. value or more, according to the poll he is in. The Shah fometimes exprefles the 
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very film he experts (hould be paid, which is commonly exceeded out of refpeft, and 
as a proof the perfon values the Prince’s favour. But notwithftanding the impofitions 
above-mentioned, the people do not feem to be opprefled or impoverilhed; even the 
tradefmen and huibandmen appear to be in eafy circumfiances, and few of them but 
have rings on their fingers and arms. One great advantage to the fubjeftis, that fcarce 
any of the duties are fanned, and in times of fcarcity the court is very indulgent and 
ready to make abatement of their rents and taxes in proportion to the occafion. As to 
poll or perfonal taxes there are none in Perfia, unlefs that which is levied upon thofe of 
a different religion ; nor are nccefi’ary provifions of any kind taxed. 

What the revenue of the crown may amount to in the whole is very uncertain, de¬ 
pending fo much as it does upon cafualties; thofe who have attempted to compute it 
lay, that one year with another the revenue amounts to four millions of our money; 
which, confidering their troops are moft of them paid out of the lands of the ftate, that 
are not reckoned into this account, is very confiderable; but as the fplendour and mag¬ 
nificence of the Perlian court is much beyond any thing we have in Europe, pollibly 
very little of it may remain in the treafury at the year’s end. The court, whether it 
remains at Ifpahan, Mefched, or any other capital, or removes from one province to 
another, as it ufed to do during the fummer, if we confider the women, the eunuchs, 
and other officers and lervants, feldom confilt of lefs than ten thouland perfons which 
belong to the houfehold, not including the troops, or the great men and their depend¬ 
ents, which it muff require an immenle fum to maintain. The officers of the revenue 
fend every year up to court the ftate of their province, and what every town and village 
produces, examined and attefted by the principal inhabitants of the refpeclive places, 
which are looked upon as fo many debentures; and thefe given in payment to thofe 
who are entitled to penfions or falaries from the crown. In like manner every gover¬ 
nor pays all the officers and foldiers of his province, with aflignations on the lands be¬ 
longing to the province; there is very little money difburfed on thofe occafions, and 
where the pay is final], as that of the common foldiers and inferior fervants, one man is 
deputed from the troop or company to receive the wages of the reft, and the refidue, 
after all demands are finished, is remitted into the imperial treafury. 

It may not be amifs to add a few words concerning the feals under which a£ts of ftate 
are paffed in Perfia; they have five feats, which are ufed in five feveral branches of 
bufinefs, one in all fuch affairs as concern the demefne lands. A fecond for commif- 
flons, letters patent, &c. The third only in military affairs. The fourth about the 
revenue; and the fifth in things relating to the houfehold. There are no arms en¬ 
graven upon them, but on one there are the names of the twelve imans or patriarchs; 
on the others, a fcrap of the Alcoran, or fome pious expreffion, (hewing their depend¬ 
ence on God, and his prophet Mahomet. The form of one of the feals is round, two 
others are fquare, and the other two are of an irregular form. The largeft are about 
the bignefs of a crown-piece, and the others about half that bignefs. They are made 
of turquoifts, rubies, emeralds, or fome other precious ftones. The principal feal the 
Shah always wears about his neck, and on every Friday all inftruments which require 
thefe feals are carried to the palace, and fealed in the Shah’s prefence. The impref- 
fion is made on the paper with a kind of thick ink, and not on wax as with us; the 
fame ufage prevails in moft of the eaftern courts 

11. The generality of the world will agree, from this view of the Perfian policy, 
that there is no reafon, fo long as their government continues in a fettled condition, 
look upon the whole nation as Haves and beafts of burthen. It is very- certain that 
there are great errors in this, as well as in all the conftitutioiis founded in the Khoran, 
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and it iriuft be fo, for that book itfelf is a mere fyftem of tyranny ; and which is worff 
of ail it is pretended that this fyftem came from God, It is upon this principle that the 
abfolute power of their princes is built: for as to all the qualifications befides, they 
are brought in from the remains of the old Perfian government, which by their appa-" 
rent wifdom, and natural rectitude, have continued in ufe through all invafions, and in 
1 'pite of all changes of government. Thus the governors, treafurers, and fecretanes of 
provinces are preeiiely mentioned, both by facred writers, a;id by the Greek hif- 
torians, as well as modern travellers. The profound refpett borne to the Shah is the 
remains of that reverence paid to their emperors of old, of which the heathen writers 
are full, which Alexander would have transferred to himfelf, and for which chiefly the 
Romans looked upon the Parthians as a barbarous nation. 

But above all, the new-years gifts are the ftrongeft teilimoiues of the difficulty there 
is in extirpating ancient cuiioms among any let of people. This \vas the practice in 
the mod early times, and the Perfian emperors with all their pride were then very 
humble to and familiar with their people. They ate and drank with them in public; 
they gave audience to all who defined it, and as they received prefents even from the 
meaneit, fo they received every man’s petition, and granted alrnoil every man his 

^ There are many other things in which the modern Perfians referable very much 
their remoted anceftors, but in nothing more than in their natural inclination to and 
wonderful genius for poetry. This is* fo untverfal, that every dun, and indeed every 
rich and powerful man, keeps a poet in his houle, to whom occafionally they give 
themes, and it is wonderful how well and how fuddenly they execute them. 'Ihefe 
fort of people alfo frequent coffee-houfes, and other public places, where, for the 
amufement of idle people, they repeat their performances with infinite fpirit, and with 
inimitable grace. It is certain that the Perfians are very nice in their rhiine, but fome- 
what lode in their numbers, that is to fay, they regard cadence more than quantity. 
Yet no nation in the world has more of that enthufiahu. which is the eflence of poetry, 
the very found of their verfes fufficiently diflinguiflies the fubjetS* even to the ears of 
thole who are little acquainted w ith their language ; fo that foreigners are never at a 
lots ro know whether their poems are merry or melancholy, humourous or grave, in¬ 
tended to inftruc!;, or calculated only to divert. 

In /hurt, aimott all their learning conftfts in poetry, for their proverbs are in rhime, 
fo are their fables, and they have U hiIlories in verfe or a great length, which, though 
fufficiently crowded with fable, are feldom or never without a ground of truth. It is 
true that their modern writers, many of them, make ufe of profc, but even this is in¬ 
termixed with verfe, and they are alfo very apt to quote verfes in converfation, which 
they are obferved to do with great propriety. But it is worth our notice, that no land 
of writing is here fo much in faihion as fatyr, which is moftly national, and falls, ge¬ 
nerally ipeaking, upon their neighbours. As for example, they reprefrnt the Turks as 
brutes and barbarians; and whenever they have a mind to reprefent a blockhead, they 
are hire to paint him in a Tttrkifli drefs. The great indolence, effeminacy and luxury 
of Lite Indians, are likewif • common topics of raillery, and fo are the faults and follies 
of the Tartars.; the pride and felf-fufficiency of tffe Georgians; the cunning and Mf- 
itttereflednefs of the Ruffians, and the covetoufiiefs of the Europeans are frequently ex- 
poled by their wits. 

They are far from being ignorant of mufie as a frience; they learn by rule, and 
they play by note, though in a manner fo different from ours, that it is a long rime'be¬ 
fore it becomes pleafant to a Itranger’s ear. There is no fuch thing as finging in parrs, 
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hufband dieth, his wife is burned with him* if fhe be alive ; if flie will not, her head 
i s fhaven, and there is never any account made of her after* They fay if they fhould 
be buried it were a great fin, for of their bodies would come many worms and other 
vermin, and when their bodies were confumed, thofe worms would lack fuftenance, 
which were a fin, therefore they will be burned* In Cambaia they will kill nothing, 
nor have any thing killed: in the town they have hofpitals to keep lame dogs and cats, 
and for birds. They will give meat to the ants. 

Goa is the mod principal city which the Portuguese have in India, wherein the Vice¬ 
roy remaineth with his court. It ftandeth in an ifland, which may be five-and-twenty 
or thirty miles about. It is a fine city, and for an Indian town very fair* The ifland 
is very fair, full of orchards and gardens, and many palmer-trees, and hath fome vil¬ 
lages. Here are many merchants of all nations. And the fleet which cometh every 
year from Portugal, which are four, five, or fix great (hips, cometh firft hither! and 
they come for the molt part in September, and remain there forty or fifty days, and then 
go to Cochin, where they load their pepper for Portugal* Oftentimes they load one in 
Goa, the reft go to Cochin, which is from Goa a hundred leagues foutnward. Goa 
ftandeth in the country of HIdalcan, which Ifeth in the country fix or feven days* jour¬ 
ney. Its chief city is called Bifapor, At our coming we were caft into prifon, and 
examined before the juftiee and demanded for letter, and were charged to be fpies; 
but they could prove nothing by us. We continued in prifon until the twenty-fecond 
of December, and then we were fet at liberty, putting in furetles for two thoufand 
ducats not to depart the town ; which fureties Father Stephens, an Englilh jefuit which 
we found there, and another religious man a friend of his, procured for us. Our 
furety’s name was Andreas Taborer, to whom we paid two thoufand one hundred and 
fifty ducats, and ftill he demanded more: whereupon we made fuit to the viceroy 
and juftiee to have our money again, confidering that they had had it in their hands 
near five months, and could prove nothing againft us. The viceroy made us a very 
/harp anfwer, and faid we fhould be better lifted before it were long, and that they 
had further matter againft us. 

Whereupon we p refont ly determined rather to feek our liberty than to be in danger 
for ever to be flaves in the country, for it was told us we fhould have the ftrapado* 
The fifth day of April 1585 in the morning we ran from thence: and being fet over 
the river we went two days on foot not without fear, not knowing the way nor 
having any guide, for we durft truft none* One of the firft towns which we came to 
is called Bellargan, where there is a great market kept of diamonds, rubies, Captures, 
and many other foft ftones. From Bellargan we went to Bifapor, which is a very 
great town where the King doth keep his court. He luith many Gentiles in his cotilt, 
and they are great Idolaters* They have their idols (landing in the woods which they 
call pagods* Some are like a cow, fome like a monkey, fome like buffaloes, fome 
like peacocks, and fome like the devih Here are very many elephants which they 
go to war with. Here they have good (tore of gold and filver. Their houfes arc of 
Clone, very fair and high. From hence we went for Gulconda, the King whereof is 
called Cutup de lafhach* Here, and in the kingdom of Itidalcan, and in the country 
of the King of Decan, are the diamonds found of the old water. It is a very fair town, 
pleafant, with fair houfes of brick and timber j it aboundeth with great /lore of 
fruits and frefli water. Here the men and women go with a cloth bound about their 
middles, without any more apparel. We found it here very hot. 

The winter beginneth here about the laft of May. In thefe parts is a port or haven 
called Mafulipatan, which ftandeth eight days* journey from hence towards the gulf 
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of Bengala, whither come many fhips out of India, Pegu, and Sumatra, very richly 
laden with pepper, fpices, and other commodities. The country is very good and 
fruitful. From thence I went to Servidore, which is a fine country, and the King is 
called. The King of Bread. The houfes here are all thatched and made of loam. Here 
are many Moors and Gentiles, but there is little religion amongft them. From thence 
I went to Bellapore, and fo to Barrampore, which is in the country of Zelabdim 
Echebar. In this place their money is made of a kind of filver round and thick to the 
value of twenty-pence, which is very good fdver. It is marvellous great and a populous 
country. . In their winter, which is in June, July, and Auguft, there is no palling 
in the ftreets but with horfes, the waters are fo high. The houfes are made of loam 
and thatched. Here is great ftore of cotton cloth made, and painted cloths of cotton 
wool: alfo groweth great plenty of com and rice. We found a great number of 
marriages both in towns and villages in many places we palled through, of boys of 
eight or ten years, and girls of five or fix years old. They both ride upon one horfe 
very trimly decked, and are carried through the town with great piping and playing, 
and fo return home and eat of a banquet made of rice and fruits, and there they 
dance the greateft part of the night, and fo make an end of the marriage. They lye 
not together until they are ten years old. They fay they marry their children fo 
young, becaufe it is an order that when the man dieth, the woman mull: be burned 
with him: fo that if the father die, yet they may have a father-in-law to help to bring 
up the children which are married j and alfo that they will not leave their fons without 
wives, nor their daughters without hufbands. 

From thence we went to Mandoway, which is a very ftrong town. It was befieged 
twelve years by Zelabdim Echebar, before he could win it. It ftandeth upon a very 
high rock, as the greateft number of their caftles do, and was of a very great circuit. 
From hence we went to Ugini and Serringe, where we overtook the ambafiador of 
Zelabdim Echebar, with a prodigious great companyof men, elephants and camels. Here 
is a great trade of cotton, and cloth made of cotton, and great plenty of drugs. From 
thence we went to Agra, palling many rivers, which by reafon of the rain were fo 
fwollen, that we waded and fwam oftentimes for our lives. Agra is a very great and 
populous city, built with (tone, having fair and large ftreets, with a river running 
by it, which falleth into the gulf of Bengala. It hath a fair and ftrong caftle with a 
very fair ditch. Here are many iVJoors and Gentiles : the King is called Zelabdim 
Echebar; the people for the inoft part call him the Great Mogor. From thence we 
went to Fatepore, which is the place where the King kept his court. The town is 
greater than Agra, but the houfes and ftreets are not fo fair. Here dwell many people, 
both Moors and Gentiles. The King hath in Agra and Fatepore, as they do credibly 
report, one thoufand elephants, thirty thoufand horfes, one thoufand and four hun¬ 
dred tame deer, eight hundred concubines: fuch ftore of ounces, tigers, buffaloes, 
cocks and hawks, that is very ftrange to fee. He keepeth a great court, which they 
call Dericcan. Agra and Fatepore are two very great cities, either of them much 
greater than London, and very populous. Between Agra and Fatepore are twelve 
miles, and all the way is a market of vi duals and other things, as full as though a 
man were ftill in a town, and fo many people as if a man were in a market. They 
have many fine carts, and many of them carved and gilded with gold, with two 
wheels, which are drawn by two little bulls about the bignefs of our great dogs in 
England, and they will run with any horfe, and carry two or three men in one of 
thefe carts: they are covered with filk or very fine cloth, and are ufed here as our 
coaches are in England. Hither is great refort of merchants from Perfia, and out of 
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and very much merchandize of fills and cloth, and of precious Hones, both rubies, 
diamonds, and pearls. The King is apparelled in a white cabie made like a Jhirt, 
tied with firings on the one fide, and a little cloth on his head, coloured oftentimes with 
red or yellow. None come into his houle but his eunuchs who keep his women. 

Here in Fatepore we flayed all three till the twenty-eighth of September 1585; 
and then Mr. JohnNewberie took his journey toward the city of Lahore, determining 
from thence to go to Perfia and then for Aleppo or Conftanrinople, whither he 
could get quickeft paffage to j and direfted me to go for Bengala and for Pegu, and 
promifed me, if it pleafed God, to meet me in Bengala within two years with a flup 
out of England. I left William Leades, the jeweller, in the fervice of the King 
Zelabdim Echebar in Fatepore, who entertained him very'well, and gave him ahoufe 
and five flaves, a horfe, and every day fix S. S, in money. 

I went from Agra to Satagam in Bengala, in the company of one hundred and 
four fcore boats, laden with fait, opium, hinge, lead, carpets, and various other com¬ 
modities, down the river Jemena. The chief merchants are Moors and Gentiles. In 
thefe countries they have many flrange ceremonies. The Bramens, which are their 
priefls, come to the water, and have a firing about their necks made with great cere¬ 
monies, and lade up water with both their hands, and turn the firing firft with both 
their hands within, and then one arm after the other out. Though it be never fo cold 
they will wafli themfelves in cold water or in warm. Thefe Gentiles will eat no flefh, 
nor kill any thing. They live on rice, butter, milk, and fruits. They pray in the water 
naked, and drefs their meat and eat it naked, and for their penance they lye flat upon 
the. earth, and rife up and turn themfelves about thirty or forty times, and ufe to heave 
up their hands to the fun, and to kifs the earth, with their arms and legs flretclied 
out, and their right leg always before the left. Every time they lye down, they make 
a fcore on the ground with their finger, to know when their flint is finifhed. The 
Bramens mark themfelves m the forehead, ears, and throat, with a kind of yellow gear 
which they grind, and every morning they do it. They have fome old men who go 
in the flreets with a box of yellow powder, and mark men on their heads and necks 
as they meet them. And their wives come by ten, twenty, and thirty together, to the 
water fide finging, and there wafli themfelves, and then ufe their ceremonies, and 
mark themfelves in their foreheads and faces, and carry fome with them, and fo depart 
finging. Their daughters are married at or before the age of ten years. The men 
may have feven wives. They are a kind of crafty people, worfe than the Jews. When 
they falute one another they heave up their hands to their heads and fay, “ Rame, 
Rame.” 

From Agra I came to Prague, where the river Jemena entereth into the mighty 
river Ganges, and Jemena Iofeth its name. Ganges cometh out of the north-weft, 
and runneth eaft into the gulf of Bengala. In thofe parts there are many tigers, and 
partridges and turtle-doves, and much other fowl. There are many beggars in thefe 
countries who go naked, and the people make great account of them: they call them 
Schefche. Here I faw one who was a monfter among the reft. He would have nothing 
upon him, his beard was very long, and with the hair of his head he covered his 
privities. The nails of fome of his fingers were two inches long, for he would cut 
nothing from him, neither would he fpeak. He was accompanied with eight or ten, 
and they fpake for him. When any man fpoke to him, he would lay his hand upon 
his bread: and bow himfelf, but would not fpeak. He would not fpeak to the King. 
We went from Prague down the Ganges, which is here very broad. Here is great 
ilore of fifii of fundry forts, and of wild fowl, as of fwans, geefe, cranes, and many 
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other things. The country is very fruitful and populous. The men for the moft part 
have their faces Jhaven, and their heads very long, except fome which are all ihaven 
fave the crown ; and fome of them are as though a man fliould fet a difli on their 
heads, and {have them round all but the crown. In this river of Ganges are many 
illands. Its water is very fweet and pleafant, and the country adjoining very fruitful. 

From thence we went to Bannaras, which is a great town, and great {lore of cloth is 
made there of cotton, and fhafhes for the Moors. In this place they are all Gentiles, and 
the greatefl idolators that ever I faw. To this town come the Gentiles out of far coun¬ 
tries. Here along the water fide are very many fair houfes, and in all of them or for 
the moil part they have their images Handing, which are ill-favoured, made of Hone and 
wood ; fome like lions, leopards, and monkies, fome like men, and women, and pea¬ 
cocks, and fome like the devil with four arms and four hands. They fit crofs-legged, 
fome with one thing in their hands, and fome another, and by break of day and before 
there are men and women -who come out of the town and wafh themfelves in the Ganges. 
And there are divers old men, which upon places of earth made for the purpofe, fit pray¬ 
ing, and they give the people three or four flraws, which they take and hold between their 
fingers when they waft themfelves : and fome fit to mark them in the foreheads, and 
they have in a cloth a little rice, barley, or money, which when they have wafted 
themfelves, they give to the old men who fit there praying Afterwards they go to 
divers of their images, and give them of their facrifices. And when they give, the old 
men fay certain prayers, and then all is holy. In divers places there Handeth a kind of 
image which in their language they call Ada: and they have divers great Hones carved, 
whereon they pour water, and throw thereupon fome rice, wheat, barley, and fcme- 
. other things. This Ada hath four hands with daws. Moreover they have a great place 
made of Hone, like to a well with Heps to go down, wherein the water Handeth very 
foul and flinketh$ for the great quantity of flowers which they continually throw into 
it, make it flink. There are always many people in it: for they fay when they wafh 
themfelves in it that their fins are forgiven them, becaufe God, as they lay, wafted 
himfclf in this place. They gather up the fand in the bottom of it, and fay it is holy. 

They never pray but in the water, and they wafli themfelves overhead, and lade up 
water with both their hands, and turn themfelves about, and then they drink a little of the 
water three times, and fo go to their gods which Hand in thofe houfes. Some of them 
will waft a place which is their length, and then will pray upon the earth with their 
arms and legs at length out, and will rife up and lie down, and kifs the ground twenty 
or thirty times, but they will not Hir their right foot. And fome of them will make 
their ceremonies with fifteen or fixteen pots, little and great, and ring a little bell when 
they make their mixtures ten or twelve times: and they make a great circle of water round 
about their pots and pray, and divers fit by them, and one who reacheth them their pots 
and they lay divers things over th'eir pots many times, and when they have done they 
go to their gods, and flrew their facrifices, which they think are very holy, and mark 
many of them which fit by in the foreheads, which they take as a great gift. There come 
fifty and fometimes a hundred together to waft in this well, and to offer to thefe idols 
1 hey have in fome of thefe houfes t heir idols Handing, and one fitteth by them in warm 
weather with a fen to blow wind upon them : and when they fee any company comine 
they ring a little bell which hangeth by them, and many give alms, but efpecially thole 
who come out of the country. Many of them are black, and have claws of brafs with 
long nails, and fome nde upon peacocks and other fowls, which are evil-favoured, with 
long hawks bills, and fome like one thing and fome another, but none with a good face. 
Among the reft thcie is one which they make great account of for they fay he giveth 
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them all things, both food and apparel, and one fitteth always by him with a fan to. 
make wind towards him. 

Here fome are burnt to aihes, fome fcorched in the fire and thrown into the water,, 
and dogs and foxes prefently eat them. The wives here burn with their hufbands when 
they die} if they will not their heads are fhaven, and no account is made of them after¬ 
wards. The people go all naked, fave a little cloth bound about their middle. Their 
women have their necks, arms, and ears decked with rings of filver, copper, tin, and 
with round hoops made of ivory, adorned with amber ftonesand with many agates, and 
they are marked with a great fpot of red in their foreheads, and a ftroke of'red up to 
the crown, and fo it runneth three manner of ways. In the winter, which is our May, 
the men wear quilted gowns of cotton like to our inatrrafTes, and quilted caps like to our 
great grocers’ mortars, with a flit to look out at, and fo tied down beneath their ears. 
If a man or a woman be fick and like to die, they will lay him before their idols alf 
night, and that lhall help him or make an end of him. And if he do mend that night, 
his friends will come and fit with him a little and cry, anti afterwards will carry him to 
the water fide, and fet him upon a little raft made of reeds, and la let him go down the 
river. When they are married the man and the woman come to the water fide, and 
there is an old man which they call a Bramane, that is, a pried, a cow and a calf, and 
a cow with calf. Then the man and the woman, the cow and calf, and the old 
man go into the water together, and they give the old man a cloth of four yards long, 
and a bafket crofs-bound with divers things in it: the cloth he layeth upon the back of 
the cow, and then he taketh the cow by the end of the tail, and fayeth certain words : 
and Ihe hath a copper or brafs pot full of water, and the man doth hold his hand by 
the old man’s hand, and the wife’s hand by her hufband’s, and all have the cow by the 
tail, and they pour water out of the pot upon the cow’s tail, and it runneth through all 
their hands, and they lade up water with their hands, and then the old man doth tie 
him and her together by their clothes. Which done, they go round about the cow and 
calf, and then they give fomewhat to the poor which are always there, and to the Bra¬ 
mane, or prieft, they give one cow and calf, and afterwards go to divers of their idols 
and offer money, and lye down flat upon the ground, and kifs it divers times, and then 
go their way. Their chief idols are black and ill-favoured, their mouths inonftrous, 
their ears gilded and full of jewels, their teeth and eyes of gold, filver, and glafs, fome 
having one thing in their hands and fome another. You may not come into the houfes 
where ttiey Hand with' your fhoes on. They have continually lamps burning before 
them. 

From Bannaras I went to Patenaw down the river Ganges ; where in the way we 
palled many fair towns and a country very fruitful: and many very great rivers enter 
into the Ganges, and fome of them as great as itfelf, which caufe it to be of a great 
breadth. and fo broad that in the time of rain you cannot fee from one fide to the other. 
Thefe Indians when they are fcorched and thrown into the water, the men fwim with, 
their faces downwards, the women with their faces upwards: I thought they tied fbme- 
thing to them to caufe them to do fo, but they fay no. There are very many thieves 
in this country, which are like to the Arabians; for they have no certain abode, but 
are fometimes in one place and fometimes in another. Here the women are fo decked 
with filver and copper, that it is flrange to fee : they ufe no fhoes by reafon of the rings 
of filver and copper which they wear on their toes. Here at Patanaw they find gold 
in this manner : they dig deep pits in the earth, and wafh the earth in great bowls, and 
therein they find the gold, and they make the pits round about with brick that the 
earth fall not in, Patanaw is a very long and great town. In times pad it was a king- 
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dom, but now it is under Zelabdiin Echebar the great Mogor. The men are tall and 
llender, and have many old folks among them: the houfes are fimple, made of earth 
and covered with ftraw; the ftreets are very large. In this town there is a trade of 
cotton, and cloths of cotton j much fugar, which they carry from hence to Bengala and 
India; very much opium and other commodities. He that is chief here under the King 
is called Tipperdas, and is of great account among the people. Here in Patanaw I law 
a diffembling prophet who fat upon a horfc in the market place, and made as though he 
flept, and many of the people came and touched his feet with their hands, and then 
kiffed their hands. They took him for a great man, but fure he was a lazy lubber. I 
left him there fleeping. The people of thefe countries are much given to fuch prating 
and dilfembling hypocrites. 

From Patanaw I went to Tanda, which is in the land of Gowren. It hath in times 
paft been a kingdom, but is now fubdued by Zeiabdim Echebar. Great trade and 
traffic is here of cotton and of cloth of cotton. The people go naked, with a little cloth 
bound about their waift. It ftandeth in the country of Bengala. Here are many 
tigers, wild buffaloes, and great ftore of wild fowl. They are very great idolaters. 
Tanda ftandeth from the river Ganges a league, becaufe in times paft the river flowing 
over the banks in time of rain drowned the country and many villages, and fo they 
remain. And the old way which the river Ganges was wont to run remaineth dry, 
which is the occafion that the city ftandeth fo far from the water. From Agia down 
■the river Jemena and down the river Ganges, L was five months coming to Bengala, 
but it may be failed in much fhorter time. 

I went from Bengala into the country of Couche, which lieth twenty-five days’ jour¬ 
ney northwards from Tanda. The King is a Gentile, his name is Suckel Counfe, his 
country is great and lieth not far from Cauchin China j for they fay they have pepper 
from thence. The port is called Cacchegate. All the country is fet with bamboo or 
canes made fliarp at both the ends, and driven into the earth, and they can let in the 
water and drown the ground above knee deep, fo that men nor horfes can pafs. They 
poifon all the waters if any wars be. Here they have much filk and mufk, and doth 
made of cotton. The people have ears which be marvellous great, of a fpan long, 
which they draw out in length by devices when they are young. Here they are all 
Gentiles, and they will kill nothing. They have hofpitals for Iheep, goats, dogs, cats, 
birds, and all other living creatures. When they be old and lame they keep them un¬ 
til they die. If a man catch or buy any quick thing in other places, and bring it thither, 
they will give him money for it, or other victuals, and keep it in their hofpitals, or let 
it go. They will give meat to the ants. Their fmall money is almonds, which often 
times they ufe to eat. 

From thence I returned to Hugeli, which is the place where the Portugals keep in 
the country of Bengala, which ftandeth in 23 degrees of north latitude, and ftandeth 
a league from Satagan: they call it Ponto Piqueno. We went through the wilder- 
nefs, becaufe the right way was full of thieves, where we pafied the country of Gowren, 
where we found but few villages, but almoft all wildernefs, and faw many buffaloes* 
fwine, and deer, grafs longer than a man, and very many tigers. Not far from Porto 
Piqueno fouth-weftward ftandeth an haven which is called Angeli, in the country of 
Orixa. It was a kingdom of itfelf, and the King was a great friend to ftrangers. 
Afterwards it was taken by the King of Patan, which was their neighbour, but he did 
not enjoy it long, but was taken by Zelabdiin Echebar, which is King of Agra, DelJi, 
and Cambaia. CJrixa ftandeth fix days’ journey fouth-weft from Satagan. In this place 
is very much rice, and cloth made of cotton, and great ftore of doth which is made 
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of grafs, which they call yerua ; it is like a filk. They make good cloth of it, which 
they fend for India, and divers other places. To this haven of Angeli come every year 
many fhips out of India, Negapatan, Sumatra, Malacca, and divers other places; and 
lade from thence great ftore of rice, and much doth of cotton wool, niuchfugar, and 
long pepper, great ftore of butter, and other victuals for India. Satagam is a fair city 
for a city of the Moors, and very plentiful of all things. Here, in Bengala, they have 
every day in one place or other, a great market, which they call Chandeau, and they 
have many great boats which they call Pericofe, wherewith they go from place to place 
and buy rice, and many other things; thefe boats have four and twenty, or fix and 
twenty oars to row them, they be of great burthen, but have no coverture. Here 
the Gentiles have the water of Ganges in great eftimation, for having good water near 
them, yet they will fetch the water of Ganges a great way off, and if they have, not 
fufficient to drink, they will fprinkle a little on them, and then they think themfelves 
well. From Satagam I travelled by the country of the King of Tippara, or Porto 
Grande, with whom the Mogous or Mogen have almoft continual wars. The Mogen 
which be of the kingdom of Ruon (Arracan) and Rame, be ftronger than the King 
of Tippara, fo that Chategan or Porto Grande is oftentimes under the King of Ruon. 

There is a country four days’ journey from Couche before-mentioned which is called 
Bottanter, and the city Bottia $ the King is called Dermain : the people whereof are 
very tall and ftrong, and there are merchants which come out of China, and they fay 
out of Mufcovia, or Tartarie. And they come to buy mufk, cambals, agats, filk, pep¬ 
per, and faffron like the faffron of Perfia. The country is very great, three months’ jour-' 
ney. There are very high mountains in this country, and one of them fo fteep, that 
when a man is fix days’ journey off it he may fee it perfectly. Upon thefe mountains 
are people which have ears of a fpan long: if their ears be not long they call themapes. 
They fay that when they be upon the mountains, they fee Clips in the fea failing to and 
fro; but they know not from whence they come, nor whither they go. There are 
merchants which come out of the eaft, they fay, from under the fun, which is from 
China, which have no beards, and they fay it is there fomething warm. But thefe 
which come from the other fide of the mountains, which is from the north, fay there 
it is very cold. Thefe northern merchants are apparelled with woollen cloth and hats 
white hofen clofe, and boots which be of Mufcovia, or Tartarie. They report that 
in their country they have very good liorfes, but they be little j fome men have four, 
five, or fix hundred horfes and kine : they live with milk and flelh. They cut the 
tails of their kine, and fell them very dear, for they be in great requeft, and much 
efteemed in thofe parts. The hair of them is a yard long : the rump is about a fpan 
long : they ufe to hang them for bravery upon the heads of their elephants: they be 
much ufed in Pegu and China. They buy and fell by fcores upon the ground. The 
people be very fwift on foot. 

From Chatigan in ‘ Bengala, I came to Bacola; the King whereof is a Gentile, a 
man very well difpofed, and delighteth much to fhoot in a gun. His country is very 
great and fruitful, and store of rice, and much cotton cloth, and cloth of filk. The 
houfes be very fair and high built, the ftreets large, the people naked, except a little 
cloth about their waift. The women wear great ftore of filver hoops about their necks 
and arms, and their legs are ringed with filver and copper, and rings made of elephants’ 
teeth. 

From Bacola I went to Serrepore, which ftandeth upon the river of Ganges: the 
King is called Choudery. They be all hereabout rebels againft the King Zelabdim 
Echebar: for here are fo many rivers and illands that they flee from one to another, 
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whereby his horfemen cannot prevail againft them. Great ftore of cotton cloth is made 

Sinnergan is a town fix leagues from Serrapore, where there is the beft and fineft 
cloth made of cotton that is in all India. The chief King of all thefe countrie is called 
jfacan, and he is chief of all the other Kings, and is a great friend to all Chriftians. 
The houfes here as they be in moll part of India, are very little, and covered with 
Itraw, and have a few mats round about the walls, and the door to keep out the tigers 
and foxes. Many of the people are very rich. Here they will eat no flefh, nor kill 
no bead. They live of rice, milk, and fruits. They go with a little cloth before them, 
and all the reft of their body is naked. Great ftore of cotton cloth goeth from hence, 
and much rice, wherein they ferve all India, Ceiion, Pegu, Mallacca, Sumatra, and 
many other places. 

I went from Serrepore, the eight and twentieth day of November 1586, for Pegu, 
in a fmall fliip or foift of one Albert Carravellos, and fo paffing down Ganges, and 
palling by the ifland of Sundiva, Porto Grande, or the country of Tippera, the king¬ 
dom of Recan and Mogen, leaving them on our left fide, with a fair wind at north- 
weft : our courfe was fouth by eaft, which brought us to the bar of Negrais to Pegu. 
If any contrary wind had come, we had thrown many of our things overboard ; for 
we were fo peftered with people and goods, that there were fcant place to lie in. 
From Bengala to Pegu is ninety leagues. We entered the bar of Negrais, which is a 
brave bar, and hath four fathoms water when it hath leaft. Three days after we came 
to Cofmin, which is a very pretty town, and ftandeth very pleafantly, very well fur- 
niflied with all things. The people be very tall and well difpofed, the women white, 
round faced with little eyes: the houfes are high built, fet upon very great high polls, 
and they go up to them with long ladders for fear of the tigers which be very many. 
The country is very full of all things; here are very great figs, oranges, cocoas, and 
other fruits. The land is very high that we fall withall; but after we entered the 
bar, it is very low and full of rivers, for they go all to and fro in boats, which they 
call paroes, and keep their houfes with wife and children in them. 

From the bar of Nigrais to the city of Pegu is ten days’ journey by the rivers j we 
went from Cofmin to Pegu, in paroes or boats, and palling up the rivers, we came to 
Medon, which is a pretty town, where there be a wonderful number of paroes, for 
they keep their houfes and markets in them all upon the water. They row to and 
fro, and have all their merchandizes in their boats with a great fombrero or fhadow 
over their heads to keep the fun from them, which is as broad as a great cart wheel, 
made of the leaves of the cocoa trees and fig trees, and is very light. 

From Medon we went to Deia, which is a very fair town, and hath a fair port into 
the fea, from whence go many fhips to Malacca, Mecca, and many other places. Here 
are eighteen or twenty very great and long houfes, where they tame and keep’many ele¬ 
phants of the King’s j for thereabout in the witdemefs they catch the wild elephants. 
It is a very fruitful country. From Del a we went to Cirion, which is a good town, 
and hath a fair port into the fea, whither come many fhips from Mecca, Malacca, and 
Sumatra, and from divers other places. And there the fhips flay and difeharge, and 
fend up their goods in paroes to Pegu. 

From Cirion we went to Macao, which is a pretty town, where we left our boats, 
and in the morning taking deiingeges, which are a kind of coaches made of cords and 
cloth quilted, and earned upon a ftang, between three or four men j we came to Pegu 
the fame day. Pegu is a city very great, ftrong, and very fair, with walls of Hone, and 
great ditches round about it. There are two towns, the old town and the new. In the 
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sold town are all the merchants ftrangers, and very many merchants of the country. All 
the goods are fold in the old town, which is very great and hath many fuburbs round 
about it, and all the houfes are made of canes, which they call bambos, and be covered 
with ft raw. In your houfe you have a warehouse which they call godon, which is 
made of brick, to put your goods in, for oftentimes they take fire and burn in an hour 
four or five hundred houfes : fo that if the godon were not, you fhould be in danger 
to have all burned, if any wind fhould rife, in a trice. In the new town is the King, 
and all his nobility and gentry. It is a city very great and populous, and is made fqaure* 
and with fair walls, and a great ditch round about it full of water, with many crocodiles 
in it: it Hath twenty gates, and they be made of ftone; for every fquare five gates. 
There are alfo many turrets for eenrinels to watch, made of wood and gilded with gold 
very fair. The flreets are the faireft that ever I faw, as flraight as a line from one gate 
to another, and fo broad that ten or twenty men may ride afront through them. On 
both fides them at every man’s door is fet a pahn-tree, which is the nut-tree, which 
makes a very fair fhew and a very commodious fhadow, fo that a man may walk in the 
Ihade all day. The houfes be made of wood, and covered with tiles. 

The King’s houfe is in the middle of the city, and is walled and ditched round about, 
and the buildings within are made of wood very fumptuoufly gilded, and great workman¬ 
ship is upon the forefront, which is likewife very coftly gilded. And the houfe wherein 
his pagodc or idol ftandeth is covered with tiles of filver, and all the walls are gilded 
with gold. Within the firft gate of the King’s houfe is a great large room, on both 
fides whereof are houfes made for the King’s elephants, which be marvellous great and 
fair, and are brought up to wars and in fervice of the King, and among the reft he hath 
four white elephants, which are very ftrange and rafe, for there is none other King 
which hath them but he: if any other King hath one, he will fend unto him for it! 
When any of thefe white elephants are brought unto the King, all the merchants in the 
city are commanded to fee them, and to give him a prefent of half a ducat, which doth 
come to a great fum, for that there are many merchants in the city. After that you have 
given your prefent you may come and fee them at your pleafure, although they ftand 
in the King’s houfe. This King in his title is called the “ King of the white elephants.” 
If any other King hath one and will not fend it him, he will make war with him for it: 
for he had rather lofe a great part of his kingdom than not to conquer him. They do 
very great fervice unto thefe white elephants : every one of them ftandeth in a houfe 
gilded with gold, and they do feed in veflels of filver and gilt. One of them when he 
doth go to the river to be waflied, as every day they do, goeth under a canopy of doth 
of gold or ol filk, carried over him by fix or eight men, and eight or ten men go before 
him playing on drums, fliawms, or other inftruments: and when he is wafhed and 
cometh out of the river, there is a gentleman which doth walh his feet in a filver bafin ; 
which is his office given him by the King. There is no fuch account made of any black 
■elephant, be he never fo great; and furely there be wonderful fair and great, and fome 
be nine cubits in height; and they do report that the King hath above five thoufand 
elephants of war, befides many other which be not taught to fight. 

This King hath a very large place wherein he taketh the wild elephants. It ftandeth 
about a mile from Pegu, builded with a fair court within, and is in a great grove or 
wood: and there be many humlinen who go into the wildemefs with ilie elephants ; for 
without the fhe they are not to be taken, and they be taught for that purpofe : and every 
hunter hath five or fix of them. And they fay that they anoint the Hie elephants with 
a certain emtment, which when the wild elephant doth finell, he will not leave her. 
When they have brought the wild elephant near unto the place, they fend word to the 
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town, and many horfemen and footmen come out and caufe the fhe elephant to enter into 
a ftraieht way which leads to the palace, and the Ihe and he doth remain : for it is like 
a wood, and when they be in the gate doth (hut. Afterward they get out the female, 
and when the male feeth that he is left alone, he wcepeth and crieth, and runneth againlt 
the walls, which be made of fuch ftrong trees that fome ol them doth break their teeth 
with running againft them. They prick him with lharp canes, and caufe him to go 
into a flraight houfe, and there they put a rope about his middle and about his feet, 
and let him fland thfere three or four days without eating or drinking, and then the) 
bring a female to him, with meat and drink, and within few days he becometh tame. 
The chief force of the King is in thefe elephants; and when they go into the wars 
they feta frame of wood upon their backs, bound with great cords, wherein fit tour or 
fix men, which fight with guns, bows and arrows, darts, and other weapons. And they 
fav that their Ikins are fo thick that a pellet of an- arquebufs will fcarce pierce, them, 
except it be in fome tender place. Their weapons be very bad : they have guns, but 
fhoot very badly in them ; darts and fwords ihort, without points. 

The King keepeth a very great date : when he fitteth abroad, as he doth every day 
twice, all his noblemen, which they call Shemines, fit on each fide, a good diftance off, 
and a great guard without them. The court yard is very great, ^ If any man will fpcak: 
with the King, he is to kneel down, to keep up his hands to his head, and to put his 
head to the ground three times, when he entereth in the middle way, and when he 
cometh near to the King ; and then he fitteth down, and talketh with the King. ^ If the 
King like well of it, he fitteth near him, within three or four paces ; if he think not 
well of him, he fitteth farther off. When he goeth to war, he goeth very ftrong* At 
my being there he went to Odla, in the country of Siam, with three hundred thoufand 
men, and five thoufand elephants. Thirty thoufand men were his guard. The people 
do eat roots, herbs, leaves, dogs, cats, rats, ferpents, and fnakes; they refufo almoin 
nothing. When the King rideth abroad he rideth with a great guard, and many 
noblemen, oftentimes upon an elephant, with a fine caftle upon him very fairly gilded 
with gold, and fometimes upon a great frame like a horfe litter, which hath a little 
houfe upon it covered overhead, but open on the fides, which is all gilded with gold, and 
fet with manv rubies and faphires, whereof he hath infinite (lore in his country, and is 
carried upon fixteen or eighteen men’s flioulders. This coach, in their language, is 
called ferrion. Very great feafting and triumphing is many times before the King, 
both of men and women. This King hath little force by fea, becaufe he hath but very 
few fliips. 

He hath houfes full of gold and filver, and bringeth in often, but fpendeth very 
little, and hath the mines of rubies and faphires and fpinelles. Near unto the palace 
of the King, there is a treafure wonderful rich ; the which becaufe it is fo near, he 
doth not account of it : and it ftandeth open for all men to fee, in a great walled court 
with two gates, which be always open. There are four houfes gilded very richly, 
and covered with lead ; in every one of them are pagodes or images of huge ftature and 
great value. In the firfl is the picture of a king in gold, with a crown of gold on his 
head, full of great rubies and faphires, and about him there Hand four children of gold. 
In the fecond houfe is the picture of a man in filver, wonderful great, as high as a 
houfe; his foot is as long as a man, and he is made fitting, with a crown on his head very 
rich with ftones. In the third houfe is the picture of a man, greater than the other, 
made of brafs, with a crown alfo on his head very rich with ftones. In another court 
not far from this, ftand four other pagodes or idols, marvellous great, of copper, made 
in the fame place where they do ftand, for they be fo great that they be not to be re¬ 
moved : 
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moved: they Hand in four houfes gilded very fair, and are themfelves gilded all over 
fave their heads, and they (hew like a black Morian. Their expences in gilding of 
their images are wonderful. The King hath one wife, and above three hundred con¬ 
cubines, by which they fay he hath Fourfcore or fourfcore and ten children. He fittetn 
in judgment ahnoft every day. They ufe no fpeech, but give up their Applications 
written in the leaves of a tree with the point of an iron bigger than a bodkin ; thefe 
leaves are an ell long, and about two inches broad ; they arc alfo double. He which 
giveth in his Application doth (land in a place a little diltance off, with a prefent. If his 
matter be liked of, the King accepteth of his prefent, and granteth his requeft: if his 
fiiit be not liked of, he returneth with his prefent, for the King will not take it. 

In India there are few commodities which ferve for Pegu, except opium of Carabaia, 
painted cloth of Saint Thome or of Mafulipatan, and white cloth of Bengala, which 
is lpent there in great quantity. They bring thither alfo much cotton, yarn red coloured 
with a root which they call faia, which will never lofe its colour : it is very well fold 
here, and very much of it cometh yearly to Pegu. By your money you lofe much. 
The (hips which come from Bengala, Saint Thome, and Mafulipatan, come to the bar of 
Nigrais, and to Cofmin. To Martavan, a port of the lea in the kingdom of Pegu, 
come many Ihips from Malacca laden with fandal, porcelains, and other wares ol China, 
and with campbora of Borneo, and pepper from A chin in Sumatra. To Cirion, a port 
of Pegu, come Ihips from Mecca with woollen cloth, fcarlets, velvets, opium, and luch 
like. There are in Pegu eight brokers, whom they call Tareghe, which are bound to 
fell your goods at the price which they be worth, and you give them for their labour 
two in the hundred, and they be bound to make your debt good, became you fell your 
merchandizes upon their word. If the broker pay you not at his day, you may take 
him home, and keep him in your houfe; which is a great fliame for him. And if he 
pay you not prefently, you may take his wife and children, and his Haves, and bind 
them at your door, and fet them in the fun; for this is the law of the country. Their 
current money in thefe parts is a kind of brafs which they call ganza, wherewith you 
may buy gold, filver, rubies, mulk, and all other things. The gold and filver is mer¬ 
chandize, and is worth fometimes more, fometimes lefs, as other wares be. This brazen 
money doth go by a weight which they call a biza; and commonly this biza, after our 
account, is worth about half-a-crown or fomewhat lefs. The merchandize which be 
in Pegu, are gold, filver, rubies, faphires,fpinells, mulk, benjamin or frankincenfe,Iong 
pepper, tin, lead, copper, lacker whereof they make hard wax, rice and wine made of 
rice, and fome fugar. 

The elephants do eat the fugar canes, or elfe they would make very much. And 
they confume many canes like wife in making of their varellaes or idol temples, which 
are in great number, both .great and finall. They be made round like a fugar loaf, 
fome are as high as a church, very broad beneath, fome a quarter of a mile in compals: 
within they be all earth done about with ftone. They confume in thefe varellaes great 
quantity of gold: for that they be all gilded aloft; and many of them from the top to 
the bottom; and every ten or twelve years they mull be new gilded, becaufe the rain 
confumeth off the gold; for they Hand open abroad. If they did not confume their 
gold in thefe vanities, it would be very plentiful, and good and cheap in Pegu. About 
two days’ journey from Pegu there is a varelleor pagode, which is the pilgrimage of the 
Pegues: it is called Dogonne, and is of a wonderful bignefs, and all gilded from the 
foot to the top. And there is an houfe by it, wherein the tallipoies, which are their 
priefts, do preach. This houfe is fifty-five paces in length, and hath three pawnes or 
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walks In it, and forty great pillars, gilded, which ftand between the walks; and it is 
open on all fides, with a number of fmall pillars, which be likewife gilded. It is gilded 
with gold within and without. There are houfes very fair round about for the pilgrims 
to lie in, and many goodly houfes for the tallipoies to preach in, which are full of images 
both of men and women, which are all gilded over with gold. It is the faireft place, 
as I fuppofe, that is in the world: it ftandeth very high, and there are four ways to 
it, which all along are fet with trees of fruits, in fuch wife that a man may go in the 
fhade about two miles in length. And when their feaft day is, a man can hardly pafs 
by water or by land for the great prefs of people: for they come from all places of the 
kingdom of Pegu thither at their feaft. 

In Pegu they have many tallipoies or priefts, which preach again ft all abufes. Many 
men refort unto them. When they enter into there kiack, that is to fay, their holy 
place or temple, at the door there is a great jar of water with a cock or ladle in it, and 
there they wafli their feet, and then they enter in, and lift up their hands to their 
heads, firft to their preacher, and then to the fun, and fo fit down. The tallipoies go 
very ftrangely apparelled, with one gainboline, or thin cloth next to their body, of a 
brown colour, another of yellow, doubled many times upon their fhoulder: and thofe 
two be girded to them with a broad girdle, and they have a fkin of leather hanging on 
a firing about their necks, whereupon they fit bareheaded and barefooted, for none of 
them weareth fhoes ; with their right arms bare, and a great broad fombrero or Jhadow 
in their hands, to defend them in the fummer from the fun, and in the winter from 
the rain. When the tallipoies or priefts take their orders, firft they go to fchool until 
they be twenty years old or more, and then they come before a tallipoie, appointed for 
that purpofe, whom they call Rowli: he is of the chiefeft and moft learned, and he 
oppofeth them, and afterward examineth them many times, whether they will leave 
their friends and the company of all women, and take upon them the habit of a talli¬ 
poie, If any be content, then he rideth upon a horfe about the ftreets, very richly ap¬ 
parelled, with drums and pipes, to ftiew that he feaveth the riches of the world to 
be a tallipoie. In a few days after he is carried upon a thing like a horfe-Jitter, which 
they call aferion, upon ten or twelve men’s fhoulders, in the apparel of a tallipoie, with 
pipes and drums, and many tallipoies with him and all his friends, and fo they go with 
him to his houfe, which ftandeth upon the town, and there they leave him. Everv one 
of them hath his houfe, which is very little, fet upon fix or eight pofts, and they go up 
to them with a ladder of twelve or fourteen ftaves. Their houfes be for the nfoft part 
by the highway’s fide, and among the trees, and in the woods. And they go with a 
great pot made of wood or fine earth, and covered, tied with a broad girdle upon their 
fhoulder, which cometh under their arm, wherewith they go to beg their viftuals which 
they eat, which is rice, filh, and herbs. They demand nothing, but come to the door, 
and the people prefently do give them, fome one thing and fome another; and they 
put all together in their pot j for they fay, they mull eat of their alms, and therewith 
content themfelves. They keep their feafls by the moon, and when it is new moon 
they keep their greateft feaft, and then the people fend rice and other things to that 
«iack or church of which they be. And there all the tallipoies do meet which be of that 
church, and eat the viauals which are fent them. When the tallipoies do preach, 
many of the people carry them gifts into the pulpit where they fit and preach: and 
there is one which fitteth by them to take that which the people bring. It is divided 

among them. They have none other ceremonies nor fervice that l could fee, but only 
preaching. 
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I went from Pegu to Tamakey, which is in the country of the Langeiannes, whom 
we call Tangomes : it is five and twenty days’ journey north-eaft from Pegu. In which, 
journey I patfed many fruitful and pleafant countries. The country is very low, and 
hath many fair rivers. The houfes are very bad, made of canes and covered with' 
ftraw. Here are many wild buftes and elephants. Tamakey is a very fair and great 
town, with fair houfes of ftone, well peopled, the ftreets are very large, the men 
very well fet and ftrong, with a doth about them, bare headed and bare footed: for 
in all theie countries they wear no fhoes. The women be much fairer than thofe of 
Pegu. Here in all thefe countries they have no wheat. They make fome cakes of 
rice* Hither to Tamakey come many merchants out of China, and bring great ftore 
of mulk, gold, filver, and many other things of China work. Here is great ftore of 
victuals; they have fuch plenty, that they will not milk the buftes, as they do in all other 
places. Here is great ftore of copper and benjamin. In thefe countries when the 
people be fick they make a vow to oiler meat unto the devil, if they efcape: and 
when they be recovered they make a banquet with many pipes and drums and other 
inftruments, and dancing all the night, and their friends come and bring gifts, cocoes, 
figs, arrecaes, and other fruits, and with great dancing and rejoicing they offer to the 
devil, and fay, they give the devil to eat, and drive him out. When they be dancing 
and playing they will cry and hollow very loud : and in this fort they fay they drive 
him away. And when they be fick a tallipoie or two every night doth fit by them 
and ling, to pleafe the devil that he Ihould not hurt them. And if any die he is car¬ 
ried upon a great frame made like a tower, with a covering all gilded with gold made 
of canes, carried with fourteen or fixteen men, with drums and pipes and other 
inftruments playing before him to a place out ol the town, and there is burned. He 
is accompanied with all his friends and neighbours, all men * and. they give to the 
tallipoies or priefts many mats and cloth: and then they return to the houfe, and there 
make a feaft for two days ; and then the wife with tfll the neighbours’ wives and her 
friends, go to the place where he was burned, and then they fit a certain time and 
cry, and gather the pieces of bones which be left unburned, and bury them, and then 
return to^their houfes and make an end of all mourning. And the men and women 
which be near of kin do lhave their heads, which they do not ufe except it be for the 
death of a friend; for they much efteem of their hair* 

Caplanis the place where they find the rubies, faphires, and the fpinelles: it ftandeth 
fix days’ journey from Ava in the kingdom of Pegu. There are many great high 
hills out of which they dig them. None may go to the pits but only thofe which 

dig them. ’ , 

In Pegu, and all the countries of Ava, Langeiannes, Siam, and the Bramas, the 
men wear bunches or little round bails in the privy members; fome of them wear 
two and fome three. They cut the 1km and fo put them on one into one fide, and 
another into the other fide: which they do when they be five and twenty or thirty 
years old, and at their pleafure they take one or more of them cut as they think 
p-ood. When they be married the hulband is for every child that his wife hath, to 
put in one until he come to three, and then no more: for they fay the women do 
defire them. They were invented becaufe they Ihould not abufe the male fex: for 
in times pall all thofe countries were fo given to that villainy, that they were very 
fcarce of people. It was alfo ordained that the women Ihould not have part three 
cubits of cloth in their nether clothes, which they bind about them, which are fo ftraight 
that when they go in the ftreets, they {hew one fide of the leg bare above the knee. 

The bunches aforefaid be of divers forts} the leaft be as big as a little walnut, and 

very. 
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very round; the greateft are as big as a little hen’s egg. Some are of brafs and fome 
of filver ; but thole of lilver be for the King and his noblemen. Thefe are gilded and 
made with great cunning, and ring like a little bell. There are feme made of lead, 
which they call felwy, becaufe they ring but little: and thefe be of letter price for the 
poorer fort. The King fometimes taketh his out, and giveth them to his noblemen as 
a great gift: and becatife he hath ufed them, they efteein them greatly. They will 
put one in, and heal up the place in feven or eight days. 

The vBramas which be of the King’s country (for the King is a Brania), have their 
legs or bellies, or fome part of their body, as they think good themfelves, made 
black with certain things which they have; they life to prick the Ikin, and put on it a 
kind of anile or blacking, which doth continue always. And this is counted an honour 
among them; but none may have it but the Bramas which are of the King’s kindred. 

Thefe people wear no beards: they pull out the hair on their laces with little pincers 
made for that purpofe. Some of them will let fixteen or twenty hairs grow together, 
fome in one place of his face and fome in another, and pulieth out all the reft : for he 
carrieth his pincers always with him to pull the hairs out as foon as they appear. If 
they fee a man with a beard they wonder at him. They have their teeth blacked, both 
men and womenj for they fay a dog hath his teeth white, therefore they will black 
theirs. 

The Pegues, if they have a fuit in the law which is fo doubtful that they cannot well de¬ 
termine it, put two long canes into the water where it is very deep, and both the parties 
go into the water by the poles, and there fit men to judge, and they both do dive under 
the water, and he which remaineth longeft under the water doth win the fuit. 

The 10 th of January I went from Pegu to Malacca, patting by many of the ports of 
Pegu, as Martavan, the ifland of Tavi, from whence cometh great ftore of tin which 
ferveth all India, the iflands of Tenafei'i, Tunfalaon, and many others; and fo came to 
Malacca the 8 th of February, where the Portugals have a cattle which ftandeth near 
the fea. And the country fall: without the town belongeth to the Malayos, which is a 
kind of proud people. They go naked, with a doth about their middle, and a little 
roll of cloth about their heads. Hither come many flops from China, and from the 
Malueos, Banda, Timor, and many other iflands of the Javas, which bring great ftore 
of fpices and drugs, and diamonds and other jewels. The voyages into many of thefe 
iflands belong unto the captain of Malacca : fo that none may go thither without his 
licence, which yield him great fums of money every year. The Portugals here have 
oftentimes wars with the King of Achem, which ftandeth in the ifland of Sumatra: 
from whence cometh great ftore of pepper and other fpices every year to Pegu and 
Mecca, within the Red Sea, and other places. 

When the Portugals go from Macao in China to Japan, they carry much white filk, 
gold, mulk, and porcelanes; and they bring from thence nothing but filver. They 
have a great barrack which goeth thither every year, and flie bringeth from thence every 
year about fix hundred thoufand crufadoes. And all this filver of Japan, and two hun¬ 
dred thoufand crufadoes more in filver which they bring yearly out of India, they em¬ 
ploy to their great advantage in China : and they bring from thence gold, mulk, filver, 
copper, porcelanes, and many other things very coftly and gilded. When the Portugals 
come to Canton, in China, to traffic, they inuft remain there but certain days; and when 
they come in at the gate of the city, they rnuft enter their names in a book, and when 
they go out at night they mull put out their names. They may not He in the town all 
night, but mull lie in their boats without the town. And their days being expired, if 
any man remain there, they are ill ufed and imprifoned. A man may keep as many 
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concubines as he will, but one wife only. All the Chineans, Japanians, and Cauchin 
Chineans do write right downwards, and they do write with a fine pencil made of dog’s 
or cat’s hair. , 

Laban is an ifland among the Javas from whence come the diamonds of the new 
water. And they find them in the rivers : for the King will not fuffer them to dig 
the rock. Tamba is an ifland among the Javas alfo, from whence come diamonds. 
And the King hath a mafs of earth which is gold ; it groweth in the middle of a river, 
and when the King doth lack gold, they cut part of the earth and melt it, whereof 
cometh gold. This mafs of earth doth appear but once in a year; which is when 
the water is low: and this is in the month of April. 

Bima is another ifland among the Javas; where the women travel and labour as 
our men do in England, and the men keep houfe and go where they will. 

The 29th of March 1588 ,1 returned from Malacca to Martavan, and fo to Pegu, 
where I remained the fecond time until the 17th of September, and then I went to 
Cofinin, and there took (hipping, and palling many dangers by reafon of contrary 
winds, it pleafed God that we arrived in Bengala in November following; where I 
flayed for want of paflage until the 3d of February 1589, and then I Clipped myfelf 
for Cochin. In which voyage we endured great extremity for lack of ffelh water ; 
for the weather was extremely hot, and we were many merchants and paffengers, and 
we had very many calms and hot weather. Yet it pleafed God that we arrived in 
Ceylon the 6th of March, where we ftaid five days to water and to furnifh ourfelves 
with other neceffary provifion. This Ceylon is a brave ifland, very fruitful and fair, 
but by reafon of continual wars with the King thereof, all things are very dear; for he 
will not fuffer any thing to be brought to the caftle where the Portugals be: where¬ 
fore oftentimes they have great want of vi&uals. Their provifion of victuals cometh 
out of Bengala every year. The King is called Raja, and is of great force, for he 
cometh to Columbo, which is the place where the Portugals have their fort, with a 
hundred thoufand men, and many elephants. But they be naked people all of them : 
yet many of them be good with their pieces, which be mulkets. When the King 
talketh with any man, he ftandeth upon one leg, and fetteth the other foot upon his 
knee, with his fword in his hand : it is not their order for the King to fit, but to Hand. 
His apparel is a fine painted cloth made of cotton-wool, about his middle ; his hair is 
long and bound up with a little fine cloth about his head : all the reft of his body is 
naked. His guard are a thoufand men, which Hand round about him, and he in the 
middle; and when he marcheth many of them go before him, and the reft come after 
him. They are of the race of the Chingalayes, which they fay are the beft kind of all 
the Mala bars. Their ears are very large j for the greater they are, the more honour¬ 
able they are accounted. Some of them are a fpan long. The wood which they bum 
is cinnamon wood, and it fmelieth very fvveet. There is great ftore of rubies, faphires, 
andfpinellcsin this ifland: the beft kind of all be here: but the King will not fuflerthe 
inhabitants to dig for them, left his enemies fhould know of them, and make wars 
again!! him, and fo drive him out of his country for them. They have no horfes in 
all the country. The elephants be not fo great as thofe of Pegu, which be monftrous 
huge : but they fay all other elephants do fear them, and none dare fight with them, 
though they be very final!. Their women have a cloth bound about them from their 
middle to their knee, and all the reft is bare. All of them be black and but little, both 
men and women. Their houfes be very little, made of the branches of the palmer or 
coco-tree, and covered with the leaves of the fame tree. 
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The nth of March we failed from Ceylon, and fo doubled the cape of Cormori. 
Not far from thence, between Ceylon and the main land of Negapatan, they fifh for 
pearls. And there^ is fiflied every year very much *, which do ferve all India, Cam- 
baia and Bengala ; it is not fo orient as the pearl of Baharim in the gulph of Perlia. 
From Cape Cormori we paffed by Coularn, which is a fort of the Portugals, from 
■whence cometh great floreof pepper, which cometh for Portugal: for oftentimes there 
ladeth one of the caracks of Portugal. Thus palling the coaft we arrived in Cochin 
the 2 2d of March, where we found the weather warm, but fcarcity of victuals ; for 
here groweth neither com nor rice: and the greateft part cometh from Bengala. 
They have here very bad water, for the river is farolf. This bad water caufeth many 
of the people to be like lepers, and many of them have their legs fwoHen as big as a 
man in the wailt, and many of them are fcant able to go. Thefe people here be Mala- 
bars, and of the race of the Naires of Calicut, and they differ much from the other 
Malabars. Thefe have their heads very full of hair, and bound up with a ftring : and 
there doth appear a bulh without the band wherewith it is bound. The men be tall 
and ftrong, and good archers with a long bow and a long arrow, which is their bell 
weapon; yet their be fome calivers among them, hut they handle them badly. 

Here groweth the pepper, and it fpringeth up by a tree or a pole, and is like our 
ivy berry, hut fomething longer like the wheat-ear : and at the firft the bunches are 
green, and as they wax ripe they cut them off and dry them. The leaf is much lefs 
than the ivy-leaf, and thinner. All the inhabitants here have very little houfes, covered 
with the leaves of the coco-trees. The men be of a reafonable ftature, the women 
little; all black, with a cloth bound about their middle hanging down to their hams: 
all the reft of their bodies be naked ; they have horrible great ears, with many rings 
fet with pearls and ftones in them. The King goeth incached, as they do all: he doth 
not remain in a place above five or fix days: he hath many houfes, but they be but little: 
his guard is but fmall j he removeth from one houfe to another according to their 
order. All the pepper of Calicut and coarfe cinnamon groweth here in this country. 
I he bell cinnamon doth come from Ceylon, and is peeled from fine young trees. Here 
are very many palmer or coco-trees, which is their chief food, for it is their meat and 
drink; and yieldeth many other neceflary things, as I have declared before. 

X he Naires which be under the King or Samorin, which be Malabars, have always 
wars with the Portugals. The King hath always peace with them: but his people go 
to the fea to rob and fteal. Their chief captain is called Cogi Alii; he hath three 
cattles under him. When the Portugals complain to the King, he faith he doth not 
fend them out: but he confenteth that they go. They range all the coaft from Ceylon 
ro Goa, and go by four or five prows or boats together, and have in every one of them 
fifty 01 threefcoie men, and board prefently. They do much harm on that coaft, and 
take every year many foifts and boats of the Portugals. Many of thefe people be 
Moors. I his King’s country beginneth twelve leagues from Cochin, and reacheth 
near unto Goa. 1 remained in Cochin until the 2d of November, which was eight 
months: for that there was no paffage that went away in all that time : if I had come 
two days fooner I had found a paffage prefently. From Cochin I went to Goa, where 
X remained three days. From Cochin to Goa is a hundred leagues. From Goa I went 
to Chaul, which is threefcore leagues, where I remained three-and-twenty days: and 
there making my provision of things neceflary for the fliip, from thence I departed to 
Ormus, where I flayed for a paffage to Balfora fifty days. From Goa to Ormus is 
four hundred leagues. 
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Here I thought good, before I make an end of this my book, to delare fome things 
which India and the country farther eadward do bring forth. 

The pepper groweth in many parts of India, efpecially about Cochin, and much of 
it doth grow in the fields among the bulhes without any labour, and when it is ripe 
they go and gather it. The lhrub is like unto our ivy-tree: and if it did not run about 
fome tree or pole, it would fail down and rot. When they firft gather it, it is green ; 
and then they lay it in the fun and it becometh black. 

The ginger groweth like unto our garlic, and the root is the ginger: it is to be 
found in many parts of India. 

The cloves do come from the ifles of the Moluccoes, which be divers iflands: their 
tree is like to our bay-tree. 

The nutmegs and mace grow together, and come from the ifles of Banda j the tree 
is like our walnut-tree, but fomewhat lefs. 

The white fandoil is wood very fweet, and in great requeft among the Indians : for 
they grind it with a little water, and anoint their bodies therewith : it cometh from the 
ifle of Timur. 

Camphora is a precious thing among the Indians, and is fold dearer than gold. I 
think none of it cometh for Chriftendora. That which is compounded cometh from 
China, but that which groweth in canes and is the belt, cometh from the great ifle 
of Borneo. 

Lignum aloes cometh from Cauchin China. 

The benjamin cometh out of the countries of Siam and Jangomes. 

The long pepper groweth in Bengala, in Pegu, and in the iflands of the Javas. 

The muflt cometh out of Tartarie, and is made after this order, by the report of the 
merchants who bring it to Pegu to fell. In Tartarie there is a little bead like unto a 
young roe, which they take in fnares, and beat him to death with the blood : after that 
they cut out the bones, and beat the flefh with the blood very fmail, and fill the ikin 
with it, and hereof cometh the mufk. 

Of the amber they hold divers opinions: but moll men fay it cometh out of the fea, 
and that they find it upon the Ihore’s fide. 

The rubies, faphires and fpinelles are found in Pegu. The diamonds are found in 
divers places, as in Bifnagar, in Agra, in Delli, and in the iflands of the Javas. 

The bed pearls come from the ifland of Baharim in the Perfian fea, and the worfer 
from the Pifcaria, near the ifle of Ceylon, and from Aynam, a great illand on the 
fouthcrmoft coad of China. 

Spodium, and many other kinds of drugs, come from Cambaia. 

Now to return to my voyage: from Ormus I went to Balfora, or Bafora, and from 
Bafora to Babilon; and we palled the mod part of the way by the ftrength of men. By 
hauling the boat up the river with a long cord. From Babilon 1 came by land to 
Moful which dandeth near to Nineve, which is all ruinated and deftroyed : it dandeth 
fad by the river of Tigris. From Moful I went to Merdin, which is in the country of the 
Armenians: but now there dwell in that place a people which they call Gordies, or 
Curdi. From Merdin I went to Orfa, which is a very fair town, and it hath a goodly 
fountain full of filh: where the Moors hold many great ceremonies and opinions con¬ 
cerning Abraham; for they fay he did once dwell there. From thence I went to Bir, 
and fo palTed the river Euphrates. From Bir I went'to Aleppo, where I dayed certain 
months for company, and then I went to Tripolis; where finding Englifh Clipping, I 
came with a profperous voyage to London, where by God’s alfidance I fafely arrived 
the 29th of April 1591, having been eight years out of my native country. 
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CHAP, I* — Confent to go to Pegue before the Return of Mr. Wood, — Sufpicions of 
the Birmans awakened by defigning Pcrfons. —— Hoff fable Reception experienced by 
foreign Merchants at Rangoon. — Characters of Men in Office :— Arts ufed to counter- 
aCl the Englijh Deputation. — Mr* Wood departs from Ra?igoon : — Politmefs of the 
Raywooti* — Embark for Pegue: — bring-to during the Ebb of Tide : — Appearance 
of the Country:—find the Remains of two Deer, half devoured by Tigers,—Rich 
Soil: — Country dejlitute of Population, and infefled by wild Beafiu 

A T the earneft felicitation of Baba-Sheen, X confented to embark for Pegue on the 
31ft of March, and not wait the return of Mr. Wood, as l had at firft intended. 
The annual feftival at the great temple of Pegue was about to be celebrated with fump- 
tuous magnificence ; and the Viceroy had expreffed a<partlcular defire that the Englifh 
gentlemen fhould wknefs the rejoicings. I told Baba-Sheen that I would relinquifh my 
original dermination on this point, as a mark of my confidence in him, and perfed 
conviction of the friendly inclinations of the Viceroy. 

Previous to this amicable termination of a difagreement which at firft bore an inau- 
fpicious appearance, I had‘conjeftured whatnvere the real motives of their diftruft, and 
my conclufions afterwards proved to be rightly founded. Pride, the natural charac- 
teriftic of the Birmans, was inflamed by the arts of defigning men, and fufpicion was 
awakened by mifreprefentation. 'The Birmans, fenfible of the advantages of com¬ 
merce, but inexpert in the practice, defirous to improve, but unacquainted with the 
principles of trade, had^of late years given toleration to all fefts, and invited ftrangers 
of every nation to refort to their ports ; and being themfelves free from thofe preju¬ 
dices or call, which ftiackle their Indian neighbours, they permitted foreigners to inter¬ 
marry and fettle amongft them. But their country had been fo much haraffcd by 
wars with neighbouring nations, and tom by revolts and domeftic diffenfions, that trade 
was frequently interrupted, and fometimes entirely Hopped ; property was rendered 
infeeure, and even the perfonal fafety of feitlers endangered. During the fhort inter¬ 
vals of tranquillity, dbfeure adventurers, and outcafls from all countries of the eaft, had 
flocked to Rangoon, where they were received with hofpitality by a liberal nation: 
among thefe the induftrious few foon acquired wealth by means of their fuperior know¬ 
ledge. TheParfees, the Armenians, and a fniall proportion of Muffulmen, engroffed 
-the largeft fhare of the trade of Rangoon ; and individuals, from their number, were 
frequently felefted by government to fill employments of trufl that related to trade and 
vtranfa&ions with foreigners, the duties of which the Birmans fuppofed that fuch per- 

** London, i &.GQ, Some chapters are omitted, and the others prefentcH in fucceflive order* 

fons 



SVMEs’s EMBASSY TO AY A* 


4&7 

fons could perform better than themielves. Baba-Sheen, born in the Birman country*, 
of Armenian parents, had obtained the high office he held by his (kill in bufinefs and 
his general knowledge* The defcendant of a Portuguefe family, named Jaunlee, whole 
origin was very low, and who in the early part of his life had been accufed as acceffary 
to the piratical feizure of an Englilh veil'd, was inverted with the important office of 
lhawbunder, or intendant of the port, and receiver of the port cuftoms. This man 
appeared to perform the duties of his ftation with diligence. The town of Rangoon 
was indebted to his activity for the pavement of its ftreets, for feveral well-built wooden 
bridges, and a wharf, which, extending into the river, and railed on ports, enabled the 
fliips to deliver and receive cargoes without the affiftance of river craft: under his direc¬ 
tion alfo, a fpacious cuftom-houfe had lately been ere&ed. This is the only lay build¬ 
ing in Rangoon, that is not conftrudled of wood ; it is compofed of brick and mortar, 
and the roof covered with tiles; within, there are a number of wooden llages for the 
reception of bale goods, Notwithftanding the refpeft which the energy of Jaunfee*s 
charadter had obtained, the Birmans were by no means infenlible of the meannefs of 
his extraction : his want of education was a matter of derilion among them : although 
an inhabitant of the Birman country near forty years, and a great part of the time an 
officer of government, he could neither read nor write, and evenTpoke their language 
imperfectly. We were unfortunate in his happening to be at Ava at the time of our 
arrival, whither he bad gone to rentier yp his annual accounts : had he been on the 
fpot, it is probable he would have obviated feveral of the inconvenient circmnftances 
attending our fir ft introduction* 

The character of Baba-Sheen was ftrikingly contra (led with that of the fliawbunder : 
he was a man of general knowledge, and deemed by the Birmans an accomplilhed 
fcholar ; he was better acquainted with the hiftory, politics, and geography of Europe,, 
than any Afiatic 1 ever converfed with : his learning was univerfal, being flightly verfed 
in almort every fcience ; but his information, extenlive as it was, although it gained 
him employment, could not procure him confidence : he was faid to be deficient in 
other eflential requifites* 

Several private merchants had alfo acquired influence in Rangoon, Rawangee, a 
Parfee of confiderable credit, had interefl to procure a partial mitigation of duties on 
his merchandize, in confideration of fupplying annually a certain number of firelocks 
for the royal arfenal. Jacob Aguizar, an Armenian, to whom I had letters of credit, 
dealt largely in foreign commodities. Thefe people naturally behold with a jealous 
eye, any advance of a commercial nature, that may tend to diminifh their influence, and 
deprive them of that dictatorial power, which they aflame and exercife over all mer¬ 
chants and mariners that refort to Rangoon : but of none are they fo apprehenfive as 
of the Englilh; a connexion with whom might teach the Birmans to tranfaCt foreign 
bufinefs without their affiftance, and give them a more adequate fenfe of their own 
interefts. Under thefe fears they had long been diffeminating the feeds of fufpieion, 
and warning the Birmans to be on their guard againft Britifh fraud, as well as Britifli 
force \ but no fooner did they hear of the prefent deputation, than the alarm-bell was 
founded from all quarters. They reprefented (as I was credibly informed) our defigns 
to be of the mod mifehievous tendency ; and even endeavoured to work on the fuper- 
ftition of the people, by the folemn promulgation of a prophecy, that in lefs than twelve 
months the Englilh colours would fly on the Rangoon fiag-ftaffi Thefe artifices, 
were not now praftifed for the firft time, although they could not deceive the 
Birmans, it is probable were not altogether void of eftect; nor is it to be wondered 
at, that our reception, though refpetuul from the deputation that came down to meet 
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us, was not perfe&ly cordial. There is alfo reafon to conclude, that the provincial 
officers of Rangoon knew not in what manner they ought to ad, not having received pre- 
cife inftruftions for the regulation of their condud toward us in matters of ceremony. 

Conformably to our recent arrangement, Mr. Wood left us on the preceding night, 
and, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, fet out for Pegue in a commodious boat, well pro¬ 
tected from the weather. This day the captains of the principal ihips in the river dined 
with me on ffiore. The Raywoori, knowing that I was to have company, fent a whole 
antelope, with Indian vegetables in abundance j and acquainted me, that boats would 
be in readinefs for us on the following day at noon, ae I had promifed to leave Ran¬ 
goon by the evening’s tide. 

The morning of the following day was fpent in preparation For our journey to 
Pegue. Having now come to a right underftanding with perfons in power, I did 
not fcruple to fend on fliore part of my heavy baggage, which was depofited in the 
houfe, under charge of three foldiers, and fome fervants, whom we were obliged to 
leave behind on account of indifpofition. The prefentsfor Ilis Majetty were not taken 
out of the ffiip, as many of the articles were of a brittle nature, and liable to injury 
from removal. I likewlTe drew up a fliort letter of inftruclions for Captain Thomas, 
leaving him in molt cafes a latitude to aft from the dictates of his own diferetion, on 
which I knew I might with fafety rely; at the fame time I pointed out the propriety of 
ufmg every means to conciliate the inhabitants, and cautioned him to reprefs, in his 
European crew, that thoughtlefs intemperance which is the charaaeriftic of Bririfh fea- 
raen when they get on fliore. 

About noon, three boats were in readinefs at the creek near our dwelling. The 
one defigned for my conveyance was comfortable, according to Birman notions of 
accommodation. It confifted of three final 1 compartments, partitioned by fine mats, 
neatly fattened to flips of bamboo cane: the inner room was lined with Indian chintz; 
the roof, however, was fo low as not to admit of a perfon /landing upright \ an incon¬ 
venience fcarcely to be endured by an European, but not at all regarded by Afiatics. 
It was rowed by twelve Birman watermen, who ufed ffiort oars made in the EngJiffi 
form, and who leemed to underftand their bufinefs. A large heavy boat was provided 
for the foldiers and our domeftics, and a ftnall cutter attended as a kitchen 1 the boat 
deftined for Dr. Buchanan did not arrive until it was dark, and being a very indifferent 
one, we imagined it was kept out of fight for that reafon. 

The mouth of the Syriam or Pegue river, where it joins with that of Rangoon, is 
about three miles below the town ; we therefore waited till the ebb tide was nearly 
fpent, in order to drop down, and take the firft of the flood to attend the river of 
1 egue. At eight o clock at night we embarked, accompanied by two war-boats, in one 
of which was the Nakhaan of Rangoon, and in the other an inferior officer. A black 
Portuguefe in the fervice of the provincial government, who fpoke the language of Hin- 
doflan, came as official interpreter: we had likewife another Portuguefe, named Paunt- 
choo, who engaged in my fervice at the Andaman ifland, whither he had come from 
Bafiien, as a trader in tobacco and fmall articles for the fupply of the colony. This 
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tinning at that rate for feven hours, when we again’flopped and fattened our boats to 
the bank. 

Early in the morning Dr. Buchanan and myfelf walked out with our guns, accom¬ 
panied with half a dozen attendants ; the country round, as Far as our view could 
reach, difplayed a level plain, with clumps of trees at diftant intervals; a thick reedy 
grals had grown in fame places very high ; in others, where it had been burnt, there 
appeared good pafturage for cattle : we faw the embanked divifions of a few rice plan¬ 
tations, and difcovered the veftiges of former culture and population ; but during a 
walk of two hours the eye was not gratified with the fight of a houfe, or an inhabitant; 
defolated by the contentions of 'the Birmans and Peguers, the country had not yet 
recovered from the ravages of war. In our walk we obferved many tracks of wild 
elephants, the fpots where hogs had rooted, and deer laic, and found the remains of 
two antelopes that had recently been killed and half devoured by tigers. The Do£tor 
and myfelf fired at deer without fuccefs. The banks on each fide the river are low, 
and the land leems adapted to produce excellent crops; but it is now quite deferred, 
■and become the undifputed domain of the wild beafts of the forelt. 

CHAP. II. — Arrive at Pegye: — polite Reception: ■— invited to the Celebration of the 
annual Fejlival: — Procejfwn defcribcd. — Sports in Honour of the Day: — Pugiliftic 
Exercifes ; — Birmans expert at Wrejlling. Formal Introduction to the Maywoon , or 
Viceroy. — Companies from the different DiJlriCls of the Province pafs in Review. — 
Grand Difplay of Fireworks : — orderly and fober Demeanour of the Populace. — 
Curiofity of the Birmans. — Attention of the Viceroy to our Accommodation. — Invited 
to a dramatic Reprefentation, — Siamefe A Cl ors : — an extraordinary Performer : — 
Defcription of the Play. — Birmans clofe the Tear with a purificatory Ceremonial , in 
which the Englijh Gentlemen bear a Part. 

AT noon we got under way, and foon palled a village on the right, confifting of 
shout twenty houfes $ the river gradually diminiflied in breadth, and at this place was 
Hot more than forty yards wide, the banks covered with coppice and long reeds: after 
palling another and larger village where there was a chokey or watch-houfe, we pro¬ 
ceeded through a cultivated country, and numerous villages appeared on each fide. At 
feven in the evening we were in fight of Pegue, and judged the diftance by water from 
Rangoon to be about ninety miles, moll part of the way in a northward direction; but 
the windings of the river are fo great, that the road in a llraight line mull be much lefs. 
"When we approached the landing-place, Mr. Wood came down to meet us, and the 
favourable account he gave of his reception, added not a little to the fatisfa&ion of 
having finilhed our journey: we alfo found Baba-Sheen on the bank waiting our 
arrival. This perfonage conducted us with great civility to our habitation, which we 
were pleafcd at finding far luperior to that we had left. It was fituated on a plain, a 
few hundred yards without the principal gate of the prefent town, but within the forti¬ 
fied lines of the ancient, city. Like Birman houfes in general, it was raifed between 
three and four feet from the ground, compofed wholly of bamboos and mats, and indif¬ 
ferently thatched: this is a defeat that extends univerfally to their own dwellings, and 
affords matter of furprife in a country where the coarfe grafs ufed for thatching is fo 
plentiful. We had each a final! apartment as a bed-chamber, with carpets fpread over 
the mats, and a larger room to dine in and to receive vifitors : huts were alfo erefted 
for our attendants ; and a bamboo paJifade, inclofing a court fufficiently fpacious, fur- 
rounded the whole. On the whole, we had reafon to be fatisfied with our dwellingj it 

6 was 


SVMES’S EMBASSY TO AVA. 


43° 

was commodious, according to the’ideas of the people themfelves, and we had no right, 
to complain of that which was well-intended. Shortly after our arrival, two officers 
of government waited on me, with compliments of congratulation from the Maywoon ; 
they flayed but a fhort time, perceiving that we were bufy in arranging conveniences 
for the night. 

Our fervants were occupied during the greater part of the next day in bringing up 
our baggage from the boats to the houfe, a diltance of nearly half a mile. In the after¬ 
noon an officer called Che-key, fecond in rank to the Maywoon, and the Sere-dogee, 
or l'ecretary of the provincial government, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, paid usavifit 
to tea. They informed me, that the Maywoon, or Viceroy, who had been much en¬ 
gaged in directing the preparations for the enfuing feftival, hoped that we would wave 
ceremony, and give him our company on the following morning at the great temple of 
Shoemadoo, to view the amufements of the firft day; an invitation that I gladly 
accepted, from motives of curiofity as well as of refpeft. 

At eight o’clock in the morning Baba-Sheen arrived, in order to conduft us to the 
temple; and brought with him three ftnall horfes, equipped with faddles and bridles, 
refembling thofe ufed by the higher ranks of the inhabitants of Hindollan. After 
breakfaft, Mr. Wood, Dr. Buchanan, and myfelf, mounted, and attended by Baba- 
Sheen, and an ackedoo, an officer belonging to the May wo on’s houfehold, alfo on 
horfeback, fet out to view the ceremony. We entered the new town by the neareft 
gate, and proceeded upwards of a quarter of a mile through the principal ftreet, till we 
came to where it was crofted at right angles by another, which led from the May woon’s 
refidence to the temple *, here our progrefs was flopped by a great concourfe of people, 
and we perceived on each fide of the way troops marching by Angle files, in flow time, 
towards the temple. By the advice of Baba-Sheen we occupied a convenient fpot to 
view the proceffion. The troops that we faw were the May woon’s guard : five or fix 
hundred men palled us in this manner, wretchedly armed and equipped ; many had 
mufkets that appeared in a very unferviceable flate, with accoutrements not in a more 
rcfpeftable condition ; fome were provided with fpears, others with fabres; whilfl their 
drefs was as motley as their weapons. Several were naked to the middle, having only a 
kummerband, or waiftcloth, rolled round their waifl, and palled between their legs; fome 
were dreffed in old velvet or cloth coats, which they put on regards of fize or falhion, 
although it fcarcely covered their nakednefs, or trailed on the ground: it was finery 
dn< j*A ner y In i an y ^ a P e vvas Welcome. Some wore Dutch broad-brimmed hats bound with 
gold lace, others the crowns of hats without any brim at all: the officers of this martial 
band, who were for the mofl part Chriflian delcendants of Portuguefe anceftors, exhf- 
j a Vei J § rote *fi ue a ppearance. The firft perfonages of rank that paffed by were three 
children of the Maywoon, borne aftride upon men’s fhoulders; the eldeft, a boy about 
eight years of age ; the voungefl, a girl not more than five} the latter only was legiti¬ 
mate, being the nrfl-born of his prefent wife; the two elder were the offspring of con¬ 
cubines. 1 he Maywoon followed at a fhort diflance, mounted on the neck of a very 
line elephant, which he guided himfelf. His drefs was handfome and becoming • he 
™ d ° n a dar k velvet robe with long fleeves, trimmed with broad gold lace, and on his 
head he wore a conical cap of the fame material, richly embroidered; a number of parade 
elephants in tawdry houfmgs brought up the rear. As we had not been formally intro- 
duced, he palled by without honouring us with any notice. Proceeding to the foot of 

5 fvu?k that - ea ? IO th r pa S oda > his elephant knelt down to fuffer him to alight. 
Whilft he was m the performance of this aft, the parade elephants knelt alfo, and the 
«owd that followed flatted on their heels. Having tended the flight of lleps, he 

*4 put 
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off his ffioes, and walked once round the temple without his trmbrella, which was 
aid afide out of reverenee to the fanfdity of the place. When he had finiffied this 
ceremony, he proceeded to the fcene of amufement, a fort of theatre erected at an angle 
of the area of the temple. Two faloons, or open halls, feparate from the great build¬ 
ing, formed two lides of the theatre, which was about fifty feet fquare, covered by an 
awning of grafs, fpread on a fiat roof of flender canes, lupported by bamboo poles. 
Beneath the projecting verge of the roof of one of the faloons, there was an elevated 
feat, with a handfome canopy of cloth, tor the accommodation of the Maywoon and his 
three children; and on a bare bench beneath him fat the principal officers of his court. 
On the left fide of the theatre, a fimilar canopy and chair were erefted for the May¬ 
woon of Martaban, who happened at this time to be paffing by to take pofleffion ot his 
government. Oppofite to him, under the roof of the other faloon, feats were pro¬ 
vided for the Englifh gentlemen, covered with fine carpeting, but without any canopy. 
The diverfions of this day confided entirely of boxing and wreftling. In order to pre¬ 
vent injury to the champions, the ground had been prepared, and made foft with 
moiflened fand. At the latter exercife they feemed to be very expert: a ffiort flout man 
was particularly diflinguifhed for his fuperior fkili and flrength : we were told, that in. 
former contefls he had killed two of his antagonifts. The firfl that encountered him 
on the prefent occafion, though much fuperior in fize, was, after a ffiort ftruggle, 
pitched on his head, and, as the byftanders faid, feverely hurt. Many others difplayed 
great activity and addrefs ; but in the art of boxing they feemed very deficient, not- 
withftanding they ufed fills, knees, and elbows. 1 he battles were of ffiort duration; 
blood drawn on either fide terminated the contefl; and even without, it, the Maywoon 
would not fuffer them to contend long. At the end of an engagement both com¬ 
batants approached the Maywoon’s throne, and proftrated themfelves before him, with 
their foreheads to the ground, whilft an attendant fpread on the fhoulders of each 
two pieces of cotton cloth, as the reward of their exertions, which they carried away in 
a crouching pofition, until they mingled with the crowd. The places of thofe who 
retired were immediately filled by frefh pugilifls. This amufement lafled for three 
hours, until we became quite weary of it j tea and fweetmeats in great profufion were 
afterwards ferved to us, in the name of the Maywoon. We departed without .ceremony, 
and got home about four o’clock, extremely opprelfed by the intenfe heat of the weather. 

In the morning an early meflage came from the Maywoon, intimating that he hoped 
to fee us that day at the govemment-houfe. Baba-Sheen atfo made a tender of his 
fervices to introduce us to the praw, or lord ; who being ready at the hour appointed, 
we fet out on horfeback to pay our vifit of ceremony, preceded by the foldiers.of the 
guard, and our perfonal attendants. Six Birmans alfo walked in front, bearing the 
articles intended as a prefent, which confifted of filks, fatins, velvets, gold, flowered 
and plain muffins, fome broad cloth, and a handfome filver-mounted fowling piece. 
In this order we marched through the town, the objects of univerfal curiofity, till we 
reached the gate of an inclofure furrounding the Maywoon’s dwelling. It was made 
of boards nailed to polls twelve or thirteen feet high, and comprehended a fpacious 
fquare, in the centre of which flood the governor’s refidence. There were hkewife 
fome finaller houfes irregularly difpofed, appropriated, as we underftood, to the fever at 
members of the Maywoon’s family. We pulled off our ffioes at the bottom of the 
flairs, and were uffierediuto a faloon, from whence, turning to the right, we alcended 
three fteps into a hall, where a number of perfons ranged on each fide, were fitting 
with their legs inverted, waiting the entrance of the Maywoon. In(lru£ted by Baba- 
Sheen, we took our feats on fmall carpets fpread in the middle of the room, in front 
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of a narrow gallery elevated about two feet from the floor and railed in, with the 
prefents placed before us on trays. In a few minutes the Maywoon entered by a door 
at one end of the gallery. We made no obeifance, as none was delired, but his 
attendants crouched to the ground. He fat down, and filence was kept for fome time, 
which I firft interrupted, by telling him, through Baba-Sheen, that the Governor- 
general of India, having received his friendly letter, and being well affured of the 
amicable difpofition of the Birman government towards the Englilh nation, had 
charged me with the delivery of letters and prefents to His Majefty at Ava, and had 
likewife requefted his acceptance of a few articles which I had brought with me. I 
then rofe, and prefented the governor-general’s letter ; he laid it on the tray before 
him, talked of indifferent matters, and was extremely polite in his exprefiions and 
manner, but carefully avoided all difcourfe that had the leaft relation to bufmefs, or 
the objects of the embafiy. After half an hour’s converfation, chiefly on uninterefting 
topics, he invited us to a grand difplay of fireworks, which was to take place on the 
following day, and foon after withdrew unceremonioufly: tea and fweatmeats were 
then ferved up. Having tailed of what was fet before us, we were cond ufted by 
Baba-Sheen to the outer balcony,*to view the different companies pafs by that intended 
to exhibit fireworks on the following day. 

It is the cuftom, on this occafion, for the feveral mious or diftrifts, whofe fituationr 
is not too remote, to feleft and fend a number of men and women from their com¬ 
munity to reprefent them at the general feftival: thefe companies vie with each other 
in the magnificence of their fireworks, and on the eve of celebration pafs the govern- 
ment-houfe in review before the Maywoon and his family, each company diftinft. A 
fmall waggon drawn by four buffaloes, profufely decorated with peacocks’ feathers, 
and the tails of Thibet cows, led the proceffion, on which were laid the fireworks of 
that particular company : next advanced the men belonging to it, dancing and Ihout- 
ing j the females, in a feparate troop, came laft, finging in full chorus, and clapping 
their hands in accurately ineafured time. They, for the moll part, appeared to be 
girls from fixteen to twenty years of age, comely, and well made ; but their features 
were without the delicacy of the damfels of Hindoftan, or the bloom of the foft 
Circaflian beauties. In every company of young women there were a few aged matrons, 
probably as a check on the vivacity of youth: the feniors, however, teemed to join 
in the feftivity with juvenile fprightlinefs. Refrelltments were again ferved up to us, 
and we returned home about two o’clock. 

At eight in the morning great crowds had affembled on the plain without the Itockade 
of the prefent town, but within the walls of ancient Pegue ; three temporary Iheds 
were erefted on the middle of the green, apart from each other, one for the reception 
of the Maywoon and his family, another for the Martaban governor, and a third for 
our accommodation. Common fpeftators, to the number of many thoufands, were 
fcattered in groups over the plain ; each divilion or company exhibited in turn its own 
fireworks: the difplay of rackets was llrikingly grand, but nothing elfe merited 
attention. The cylinders of the rockets were trunks of trees hollowed, many of them 
feven or eight feet long, and from two to three feet in circumference; thefe were 
bound by ftrong ligatures to thick bamboos, eighteen or twenty feet in length ; they 
yofe to a great height, and in defcending emitted various appearances of fire that 
were very beautiful. The time appointed for the amufement confiderably diminilhed 
the effeft j but it was chofen from a humane apprehenlion of injury to the people by 
the fall of extinguilhed rockets, which muff have rendered the diverfion, during the 
night, extremely dangerous. Notwithftanding this precaution, a man was unfortunate 

enough 
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enough to be In the way of one that killed him on the fpot. Each company, after con¬ 
tributing its fhare towards the general entertaimnent, inarched pall the Maywoon, to the 
found of mufical inftrument's; after which they proceeded to our filed with fongs and 
dances, <c the pipe and the tabor,” manifefting every lively demonftration of joy* 

It was a fpe&acle not lefs pleating, than novel to an European, to witnefs fueh a 
concourfe of people of all claffes, br ought together for the purpofes of hilarity and fport, 
without their committing one adl of intemperance, or being difgraced by a fingle 
inftance of intoxication* What feenes of riot and debauchery would not a fimilar 
feftival in the vicinity of any capital town of Great Britain inevitably produce ! The 
reflection is humiliating to an Englilhman, however proud he may feel of the national 
character* 

During the four following days we enjoyed a refpite from public fhows and 
ceremonials, and had leifure for obfervation; though our hali, in a morning, was 
generally crowded, as every perfon of diftinction in Pegue paid me the compliment 
of a vifit, except the Maywoon, who, within the precinfts of his own government, 
where he reprefents the King, never returns a vifit- Numbers both of men and 
women, prompted by harmlefs curiofity, furrounded the paling of the inclofure from 
morning till night j thofe of a better clafs ufually came in, feme previoufiy afking 
permiflion, but many entered without it. Perfectly free from reftraint among them- 
felves, the Birmans fcruple not to go into your houfe without ceremony, although 
you are an utter ftranger. To do them juftice, however, they are not at all dif- 
pleafed at your taking the fame freedom with them. This intrufion is confined wholly 
to your public room they do not attempt to open a door: and where a curtain 
dropped denotes privacy, they never offer to violate the barrier- On entering the 
room they immediately defeend into the pofture of refpeft. Of all our cuftoms none 
feemed to furprife them more than the preparations for dining: the variety of utenfils, 
and our manner of fitting at a table excited their wonder : they never took any 
greater liberty than merely to come into the room, and fit down on the floor ; 
they meddled with nothing, and aiked for nothing, and when defired to go away 
always obeyed with cheerfulnefs# Had untold gold been placed before them, I am 
confident not a piece would have been purloined* Among the men of rank that 
vifited us, an officer called Seree Dogee favoured us with his company more frequently 
than the reft. He held, by commiffion from the King, the place of chief provincial 
fecretary, and junior judge of the criminal court: this gentleman often partook of 
our dinner, and feemed to relifh our fare, but could not be prevailed on to tafte wine 
„ or ftrong liquors : he was much pleafed, however, with the Englifh mode of making 
tea, of which he drank copioufly ; indeed it is a beverage highly palatable to all ranks 
of Birmans. 

Although, from the eftablilhed forms of diplomatic etiquette, we had little perfonal 
intercourle with the Maywoon, yet he was not deficient in attention : he fent large fuj> 
plies of rice, oil, gee, preferved tamarinds, and ipices, for our Indian attendants ; 
prefents alfo of fruit and flowers were daily brought to me in his name. As their religion 
forbids the fiaughter of any but wild animals for the purpofes of food, he did not offer 
any thing for the ufe of the table ; but our for van ts had liberty to purchafe whatever 
they wanted- Fowls, kid, and venifon, conftituted our principal diflies; the two firfl 
we procured in abundance, and of a good quality ; the venifon was meagre, but w'ell 
tailed, and made excellent foup; it was chiefly the wild antelope, with which the 
country abounds. Having among my people two bakers, and a perfon who underflood 
making butter, we were feldom without thefe effentlal articles, and of a tolerable qua- 
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lity. Whatever we had occalion to kill was flam in the night, to avoid offending the 
prejudices of the people, who, fo far from feeking caufe of offence, were inclined to 
make every liberal allowance for the ufage of foreigners. The Maywoon politely 
ordered a pair of horfes of the Pegue breed, final 1 , but handfome and l'pirited, to be 
lekclcd, and fent to us, from his own ftud, accompanied by two grooms, one to attend 
on each horfe; a temporary liable was erected for them within the paling of our court, 
where they continued while we remained at Pegue, and afforded us the means of exer- 
cife and pleafing recreation. Being now commodioufly fettled, I invited Captain 
Thomas from Rangoon, to fpend a few days with us j he accepted my invitation, and 
came up in a boat provided by the intendant of the port, having previoufly arranged the 
concerns of his fiiip, and the mode of fupplying the crew during his abfence. 

The folar year of the Birmans was now drawing to a clofe, and the three laft: days 
are ufually fpent by them in merriment and feafting. We were invited by the May¬ 
woon to be prefent on the evening of the 10th of April, at the exhibition of a dramatic 
reprefen tation. 

At a little before eight o'clock, the hour when the play was to commence, we 
proceeded to the houfe of the Maywoon, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, who, on all oc- 
cafions, a£ted as mailer of the ceremonies. The theatre was the open court, iplendidly 
illuminated by lamps and torches: the Maywoon and his lady fat in a projecting balcony 
of his houfe; we occupied feats below him, raifed about two feet from the ground, and 
covered with carpets; a crowd of fpeftators were feated in a circle round the ftage. 
The performance began immediately on our arrival, and far excelled any Indian drama 
that I had ever feen. The dialogue was fpirited without rant, and the action animated 
without being extravagant: the dreffes of the principal performers were fliowy and 
becoming. I was told that the beft actors were natives of Siam, a nation which, though 
unable to contend with the Birmans and Peguers in war, have cultivated with more 
fuccefs the refined arts of peace. By way of interlude between the a£ts, a clownifli 
buffoon entertained the audience with a recital of different paflages ; and by grimace, 
and frequent alterations of tone and countenance, extorted loud peals of laughter from 
the fpeftators. The Birmans feem to delight in mimiekry, and are very expert in the 
praftice, poffefling uncommon verfatility of countenance. An eminent practitioner of 
this art amufed us with a fpecimen of his fkill, at our own houfe, and, to our no fmall 
aftonifhment, exhibited a mafterly difplay of the paffions, in pantomimic looks and ges¬ 
tures : the tranfitions he made from pain to pleafure, from joy to defpair, from rage to 
mildnefs, from laughter to tears; his expreffion of terror, and, above all, his look of 
idiotifm, were performances ol firft rate merit in their line; and we agreed in opinion, 
that had his fates decreed him to have been a native of Great Britain, his genius would 
have rivalled that of any modern comedian of the Englilh flage. 

The plot of the drama performed this evening, I underllood, was taken from the 
facred text of the Ramayan of Balmiec *, a work of high authority amongfl the Hindoos. 
It reprefentcd the battles of the holy Ram and the impious Rahwaan, chief of the Ra- 
kufs, or demons, to revenge the rapeof Seeta, the wife of Ram, who was forcibly carried 
away by Rahwaan, and bound under the fpells of enchantment. Viciffitudes of* fortune 
took place during the performance, that feemed highly interefting to the audience. Ram 
was at length wounded by a poifoned arrow; the fages fkilled in medicine confuted on 
his cure; they difcovered, that on the mountain Indragurry grew a certain tree that 
produced a gum, which was a fovereign antidote againft the deleterious effects of poifon; 

* Called by Sir William Jones, Valmiec, 
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but the dtftance was fo great that none could be found to undertake the journey : at 
length Honymaan *, leader of the army of apes, offered to go in queft of it. When he 
arrived at the place, being uncertain which was the tree, he took up half the mountain, 
and tranfported it with eafe: thus was the cure of Ram happily effected, the enchant¬ 
ment was broken, and the piece ended with a dance, and fongs of triumph. 

On the 12 th of April, the laft day of the Birman year, we were invited by the May- 
woon to bear a part ourfelves in a fport that is universally pradtifed throughout the Bir¬ 
man dominions on the concluding day of their annual cycle. To wafh away the 
impurities of the pad, and commence the new year free from Rain, women on this day 
are accuftomed to throw water on every man they meet, which the men have the privilege 
of retorting ; this licence gives rife to a great deal of harmlefs merriment, particularly 
amongft the young women, who, armed with large fyringes and flaggons, endeavour 
to wet every man that goes along the ftreet, and, in their turn, receive a wetting with 
perfett good humour j nor is the fmalleft indecency ever manifefted in this or any 
other of their fports. Dirty water is never call; a man is not allowed to lay hold of 
a woman, but may fling as much water over her as he pleafes, provided flie has been 
the aggreflor; but if a woman warns a man that fhe does not mean to join in the diver- 
Jion, it is confidered as an avowal of pregnancy, and fhe pafles without moleftation. 

About an hour before funfet we went to the Maywoon’s, and found that his lady 
had provided plentifully to give us a wet reception. In the hall were placed three large 
china jars, full of water, with bowls and ladles to fling it. Each of us, on entering, had 
a bottle of rofe-water prefented to him, a little of which we in turn poured into the 
palm of theMaywoon’s hand, who fprinkled over his own veil of fine flowered muflin ; 
the lady then made her appearance at the door, and gave us to underftand that fhe did 
not mean to join in the fport herfelf, but made her elded daughter, a pretty child in 
the nurfe's arms, pour from a golden cup fome rofe-water mixed with fandal-wood, firfi: 
over her father, and then over each of the Englifh gentlemen j this was a fignal for the 
fport to begin. We were prepared, being drefled in linen waiflcoats. From ten to 
twenty women, young and middle aged, rufhed into the hall from the inner apartments, 
who furrounded and deluged without mercy four men, ill able to maintain fo unequal 
a conteft. The Maywoon was foon driven from the field; but Mr. Wood having got 
pofleflion of one of the jars, we were enabled to preferve our ground till the water was 
exhaufted *, it feemed to afford them great diverfion, efpedally if we appeared at all 
diftrefled by the quantity of water flung in our faces. All parties being tired, and com¬ 
pletely drenched, we went home to change our cloaths, and in the way met many 
damfels who would willingly have renewed the fport} they, however, were afraid to 
begin without receiving encouragement from us, not knowing how it might be taken 
by itrangers ; but they aflailed Baba-Sheen and his Birman attendants with little cere¬ 
mony. No inconvenient confequences were to be apprehended from the wetting ; 
the weather was favourable, and we ran no rifle of taking cold. Having put on dry 
cloaths, we returned to the Maywoon’s, and were entertained with a dance and puppet- 
Ihow that laded till eleven. 

* Honymaan is worlhippcd by the Hindoos under the form of an ape, and is one of the mod frequenf 
ebjefts of their adoration: almofi every Hindoo pagoda has thi* figure delineated in fome part of it. Ho- 
pymaan is the term ufed by the Hindoos to denote a large ape. 
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CHAP. IIL — Public Rejoicings ceafe* — Site of the ancient City of Pegue. — Fortified 
tims *— Encouragement given to Settlors. — Defer ip Eon of the new Town —Public 
Buildings, — Dread of Fire — Precautions it fed againjt it —jin Account of the 
Temple of Shoemadoo* — Vifii the Siredaw , the fuperior Rhahaan 9 or High Priqft of the 
Country. —Defolaied Slate of the Environs of Pegue — Monajlic Retreats of the Rha- 
haans. — MamtfaPlures at Pegue—Officers of the Provincial Government — A dm in if 
iration of Jujlke . — Monfoon threatens, — Prepare to depart — take leave of the 
Viceroy . 

SPORTS and fefii vibes ceafed with the departed year, a circumftance that gave us 
great pleafure, as from attending them we were frequently expofed to the influence 
of a burning fun, which at this feafon is moft powerful; but though the heat from noon 
till five in the evening was intenfe, yet the night was cool, and the mornings pleafant and 
refrefhing. I generally took advantage of two temperate hours, from the dawn of day 
dll the fun became inconvenient, to walk or ride through the city and its environs * 
and in all rny excursions 1 never once experienced infult or molefladon : curiofity and 
aftoni/hment were often expreffed, but unaccompanied by perfonal incivility, or by the 
flighted indication of contempt. 

The fate that befd this once flourifliing city has already been recounted in the pre¬ 
ceding pages* The extent of ancient Pegue may fUU be accurately traced by the ruins 
of the ditch and wall that furrounded it \ from this it appears to have been a quad¬ 
rangle, each fide meafuring nearly a mile and a half; in feveral places the ditch is 
choked up by rubbifh that has been call into it, and the falling of its own banks ; 
fufficient, however, ftill remains to fliew that it was once no contemptible defence: the 
breadth I judged to be about fixty yards, and the depth ten or twelve feet: in fome 
part of it there is water, but in no eonfiderable quantity, I was informed, that when 
the ditch was in repair, then water feldoin, in the hotteft feafon, funk below the depth 
of four feet. An injudicious fauflebray, thirty feet wide, did not add to the fecurity 
of the fortrefs. 

The fragments of the wall likewife evince that this was a work of magnitude and 
labour; it is not eafy to afeertain preeifely what was its height, but when we con¬ 
jectured it at leafl thirty feet, and in breadth, at the bale, not lefs than forty* It is 
compofed of brick, badly cemented with clay mortar. Small equidiftant baflions 
about 300 yards afunder, are (till difcoverable, and there had been a parapet of mafon- 
ry ; but the whole is in a (late fo ruinous, and fo covered with weeds and briars, as 
to leave very imperfeft veftiges of its former flrength. 

In the centre of each face of the fort there is a gateway about thirty feet wide ; and 
thefe gateways were the principal entrances* The pafifage aerofs the ditch is over a 
cauleway railed on a mound of earth, that ferves as a bridge, and was formerly defended 
by a retrenchment, of which there are now no traces. 

It is Impoflible to conceive a more Unking picture of fallen grandeur, and the def¬ 
lating hand of war, than the infide of thefe walls difplays, Alompra, when lie got 
poffefiion of this city in the year 1757, razed every dwelling to the ground, and 
tliiperfed or led into captivity all the inhabitants. The temples or praws, which are 
very numerous, were the only buildings that efcaped the fury of the conqueror; and 
ol thefe the great pyramid of Shoemadoo has alone been reverenced and kept in 
repair* 

1 he prefent King of the Birmans, wliofe government has been left dilturbed than 
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that of atiy of his predeceffors, early in his reign turned his thoughts to the population 
and improvement, as well as the extenfion, of his dominions, and feemed defirous to 
conciliate his fubjc&s by mildnefs, rather than to govern them by terror. He has abro¬ 
gated fome fevere penal laws impofed by his predeceffors upon the Taliens, or native 
Peguers. Juftice is now impartially distributed ; and the only diftin&ion at prefent 
between a Birman and a Talten confifts in the exclufion of the latter from places of 
public trull and power. 

No adt of the Birman government is more likely to reconcile the Peguers to the Bir¬ 
man yoke, than the reftoration of their ancient place of abode, and the prefervation 
and embellishment of the temple of Shoeniadoo. The King, sensible of this, as well 
as of the advantages that tnuft arise to the ftate from the increafe of culture and popu¬ 
lation, five years ago ifTued orders to rebuild Pegue, encouraged fettlers by grants of 
ground, and invited the fcattered families of former inhabitants to return and repeople 
their deferted city. 

His Birman Majefty, more effectually to accomplifli this end, on the death of the 
late Maywoon, which happened about five years ago, directed his fucceffor, the pre¬ 
fent governor, to quit Ragoon, and make Pegue his future refidence, and the feat of 
provincial government of the thirty-two diftridts of Henzawuddy *. 

t f hefe judicious meafures have fo far fucceeded, that a new town has been built 
within the fite of the ancient city ; but Rangoon poffeffes fo many advantages Gver 
Pegue in a commercial point of view, that perfons of property who are engaged in bu» 
finefs will not eafily be prevailed upon to leave one of the fineft fea-ports in the world, 
to encounter the difficulties of a new fettlement, where commerce, if any can fubfift, 
mull be very confined, from the want of a commodious navigation. The present in¬ 
habitants, who have been induced to return, con fill chiefly of Rhahaans, or priefts, 
followers of the provincial courts and poor Taiien families, who were glad to regain a 
fettlement in their once magnificent metropolis. The number altogether perhaps does 
not exceed fix or feven thoufand j thofe who dwelt in Pegue during its former days of 
Jplendor are now nearly extinft, and their defendants and relatives scattered over 
the provinces of Tongho, Martaban, and Talowmeou ; many alfo live under the pro¬ 
tection of the Siamese. There is little doubt, however, that the respect paid to their 
favourite temple of worlhip, and the fecurity and encouragement held out to thofe wilt* 
venture to return, will, in time, accomplifli the wife and humane intentions of the Bir¬ 
man monarch. 

Pegue, in its renovated and contraCled ftate, feems to be built on the plan of the 
former city, and occupies about one-half of its area. It is fenced round by a stockade 
from ten to twelve feet high j on the north and eaft fides it borders on the old walls. 
The plane of the town is not yet filled with houfes, but a number of new ones are 
building. There is one main ftreet running eaft and weft, crofted at right angles by, 
two fmaller ftreets not yet finilhed. At each extremity of the principal ftreet, there is 
a gate in the ftockade, which is /hut early in the evening j and after that time entrance 
during the night is confined to a wicket. Each of thefe gates is defended by a wretched 
piece of ordnance, and a few mufqueteers, who never poll fentinels, and are ufually 
afleep in an adjoining (lied. There are two inferior gates on the north and south fides 
of the stockade. 

I he ftreets of Pegue are spacious, as are thofe of all the Birman towns that 1 
have Ren. Ihe new town is well paved with brick, which the ruins of the old 

11 i he Slianferit name given to the province of Pegue by the Birmans. 

11 
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pleotifolly supply; and on each fide of the way there is a drain to carry off the water. 
The houfes of the meanefl peafants of Pegue, and throughout the Birman empire, 
poffefs manifeft advantage over Indian dwellings, by being raifed from the ground 
either on wooden pods or bamboos, according to the fize of the building. The kioums 
or monafteries of the Rhahaans, and the habitations of the higher ranks, are ufually 
elevated fix or eight, thofe of the lower claffes from two to four feet. 

There are no brick buildings either in Pegue or Rangoon, except/ fuch as belong 
to the King, or are dedicated to their divinity Gaudma : his Majefty having prohibited 
the ufe of brick or done in private buildings, from the apprehenfion, as I was informed, 
that if people got leave to build brick houfes, they might erect brick fortifications, 
dangerous to the fecurity of the date. The houfes, therefore, are all made of mats, 
or fheathing boards, fupported on bamboos or polls ; but from their being compofed 
of fuch combudible materials, the inhabitants are under continual dread of foe, again# 
which they take every precaution. The roofs are lightly covered, and at each door 
flands a long bamboo, with an iron hook at the end, to pull down the thatch: there 
is alfo another pole, with a grating of iron at the extremity, about three feet fquare, 
to fupprefs flame by preffure* Alrnoft every houfe has earthen pots, filled with 
water on the roof; and a particular class of people * whofe bufinefs it is to prevent 
and extinguifh fires, perambulate the dreets during the night. 

The May woon’s habitation, though not at all a magnificent manfion for the reprefent- 
ative of royalty, is, notwith[landing, a building of much refpefitability, compared to 
the other houfes of Pegue. From an outfide view we judged it to be roomy, and to 
contain feveral apartments, exclufive of that in which he gives audience; it poffeffes, 
however, but few ornaments* Gilding is forbidden to all fubjefts of the Birman em¬ 
pire : liberty even to lacker and paint the pillars of their houfes, is granted to very few: 
the naked wood gave an unfiniflied appearance to the dwelling of the Maywoon, which, 
in other refpe£ts, feemed well adapted for the accommodation of a Birman family. 

The obje£b in Pegue that mod attra&s and mod merits notice, is the noble edifice 
of Shoemadoof, or the Golden Supreme* This extraordinary pile of buildings is erefted 
on a double terrace, one raifed upon another* The lower and greater terrace is about ten 
feet above the natural level of the ground, forming an exa£l parallelogram ; the upper 
and leffer terrace isfimilar in fhape, and rifes about twenty feet above the lower terrace 

* Thefe people are called Pagwaat; they are flaves of government; men who have been found guilty 
of theftt and, through mercy, had their lives fpared. They are diftiugui filed by a black circle on each 
cheek, caufed by gunpowder and punctuation ; as well as by having on their breafi, in Birman characters, 
the word thief and the name of the’article floleti, as* on one that I aiked to be explained tome, Putchoo 
K hoc , doth thief. Thefe men patrole the ftreets at night, to put out all fires and lights after a certain hour. 
They 3 tl as conftables, and are the public executioners. 

t Shoe or Sluice* in theBirman tongue, fignifies golden ; and there can be no doubt that Madoo h a 
'Corruption of Mahadeva, or Deo, I could not learn from the Birmans the origin or etymology of the 
term ; it was explained to me as fignifying a promontory that overlooked land and water. Praw imports 
ford, and is always annexed to the name of a facred building ; it is likewife a fovereign and a faccrdotal 
title, and is frequently ufed by an inferior when addre fling his fuperior. The analogy between the Birmans 
and ancient Egyptians in the application of this term, as alfo in many other particulars, is highly defend¬ 
ing of notice. 

Phra was the proper name under which the Egyptians firil adored the Sun, before it received the alle¬ 
gorical appellation of Oflris, or Author of Time ; they like wife conferred the fame title on their kings and 
on their pricfls* 

In the firft book of Mofes, chap, xh Pharaoh gives Jofeph to wife, the daughter of Potiphera, or 
the prieft of On.*’ In the book of Jeremiah a king of Egypt is ftyled Pharaoh dlhra ; and it is not a 
very improbable conjecture that the title of Pharaoh, given to fuccefhve kings of Egypt, is a corruption 
of the word Phraw or Praw, in its original fenfe fignifying the fun, and applied to the fovereign and prieit- 
hood, as the^eprefentanm oa earth of that fplendid luminary* 
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or thirty above the level of the country. I judged a fide of the lower terrace to be 1391 
feet j of the upper 684. The walls that fuftained the fides of the terrace, both upper and 
lower, are in a ruinous ftate; they were formerly covered with plafter, wrought into va¬ 
rious figures; the area of the lower is ftrewed with the fragments of fmall decayed build¬ 
ings but the upper is kept free from filth, and is in tolerably good order. There is reafon 
to conclude that this building and the fortrefs are coeval, as the earth of which the 
terraces are compofed appears to have been taken from the ditch ; there being no other 
excavation in the city, or in its neighbourhood, that could have afforded a tenth part 
of the quantity. 

The terraces are afcended by flights of ftone fteps, which are now broken and neg- 
lefted. On each fide are dwellings of the Rhahaans, raffed on timbers four or five 
feet from the ground ; these houfes confift only of a large hall; the wooden pillars 
that fupport them are turned with neatnefs ; the roofs are covered with tiles, and the 
fides are made of boards; and there are a number of bare benches in every houfe, on 
w hich the Rhabaans fleep ; but we faw no other furniture. 

Shoemadoo is a pyramidical building, compofed of brick and mortar, without ex¬ 
cavation or aperture of any fort; o&agonal at the bafe, and fpiral at top,; each fide of 
the bafe meafures 162 feet; this immenfe breadth diminiflies abruptly, and a fimilar 
building has not unaptly been compared in fliape to a large fpeaking trumpet *; 

Six feet from the ground there is a wide projection that furrounds the bafe, on the 
plane of which are fifty-feven fmall fpires of equal fize, and equidiftant; one of them 
meafured twenty-feven feet in height, and forty in circumference at the bottom. On a 
higher ledge there is another row, confining of fifty-three fpires of fimilar fhape and 
raeafurement. 

A great variety of mouldings encircle the building ; and ornaments somewhat re- 
femblmg the fleur-de-lys surround the lower part of thefpire; circular mouldings like- 
wife girt it to a confiderable height, above which there are ornaments in ftucco not 
unlike the leaves of a Corinthian capital; and the whole is crowned by a Tee, or 
umbrella, of open iron-work, from which rifes a rod with a gilded pennant. 

The tee or umbrella is to befeen on every facred building.that is of a fpiral form : 
the raifing and confecration of this laft and indifpenfable appendage, is an a£t of high 
religious lolemnity, and a feafon of feftivity and relaxation. The prefent king bellowed 
the tee that covers Shoemadoo. It was made at the capital; and many of the princi¬ 
pal nobility came down fromUmmerapoora to be prefent at the ceremony of its elevation. 

The circumference of the tee is fifty-fix feet; it refts on an iron axis fixed in the 
building, and is farther fecured by large chains ftrongly rivetted to the fpire. Round 
the lower rim of the tee are appended a number of bells, which agitated by the wind, 

make a continual jingling. , 

The tee is gilt, and it is faid to be the intention of the king to gild the whole of the 
fpire. All the lefler pagodas are ornamented with proportionable umbrellas of-fimilar 
workmanlhip, which are likewife encircled by fmall bellsi 

The extreme height of the edifice, from the level of the country, is 361 feet, and 
above the interior terrace, 331 feet. 

On the fouth-eaft angle of the upper terrace there are two handfome faloons, or 
kioums, lately erected, the roofs compofed of different ftages, fupported by pillars; 
we judged the length of each to be about 60 feet, and the breadth 30 : the ceiling 
of one is already embellilhed with gold leaf, and the pillars are lackered; the decora¬ 
tion of the other is -not yet completed. They are made entirely of wood; the carving 

* See Mr, Hun te r’ & a c c otmt of Fegue, 
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extended a mile well ward. Beyond thefe he entered a thick wood, confining chiefly 
of the bamboo and pipal trees. Through this wildernefs he penetrated nine or ten 
miles, without meeting an inhabitant, or feeing a Angle dwelling. Some water-fow I, 
and wood-pigeons were the reward of his toil. 

South of Pogue, about a mile beyond the city walls, there is a plain of great extent, 
for the moll part overgrown with wild grafs and low brulhwood, and bare of timber 
trees, except where a facred grove maintains its venerable fhade. A few wretched 
villagers are to be feen, containing not more than twenty or thirty poor habitations. 
Small fpotsof land have been prepared by the peafants for tillage, who feem to live 
in extreme poverty, notwithllanding they pofiefs,in their cattle the means of comfortable 
fubfiltence: but they do not eat the flelh, and I was told what is remarkable enough, 
that they feldotn drink, the milk. Rice gnapee, a fpecies of fprat, which when half 
putrifled is made into a pickle, and ufed as a feafoning for their rice, and oil 
exprefied from a fmall grain, with fait, are alinoll their only articles ol food. 1 heir 
cows are diminutive, refembling the breed on the coall of Coromandel ; but the buffaloes 
are noble animals, much fuperior to thofe of India. I faw here, for the firfttime,'fome 
of a light cream colour j they are ufed for draft and agriculture, and draw heavy 
loads on carts or fmall waggons, conltrufted with conliderable neatnefs and ingenuity. 

The groves before-mentioned are objects of no unpleafing contemplation ; they are 
the retreats of fuch Rhahaans or prielts as devote themfelves to religious feclufion, 
and prefer the tranquillity of rural retirement to the noife and tumults of a town. In 
their choice of a refidence they commonly feleft the mod retired fpots they can find,, 
where lhady trees, particularly the tamarind and banyan protect them from the noon¬ 
day fun. In thefe groves they build their kioums, and here they pafs their folitary 
lives. All kioums or monafteries, whether in town or country, are feminaries for 
the education of youth, in which boys of a certain age are taught their letters, and 
inftrufted in moral and religious duties. To thefe fchools the neighbouring villagers 
fend their children, where they are educated gratis, no diftinftion being made between 
the fon of the peafant and of him who wears the tfaloe, or firing of nobility. A piece 
of ground contiguous to the grove is inclofed for a garden, where they low vegetables 
and plant fruit trees j the Indian fweet potatoe,, and the plantain, being the mod 
nutritious, are principally cultivated • the charity of the country people fupply them 
abundantly with rice, and the few neceffaries which their narrow wants require- 
Abftra&ed from all worldly conflderations, they do not occupy themfelves in the com¬ 
mon concerns of life: they never buy, felt, or accept of money. 

The only article of confequence manufactured at Peggie, is filk and cotton cloth, 
which the women weave for their own and their hufbands’ ufe. It is wrought with 
confiderable dexterity; the thread is well fpun; the texture of the web is clofe and 
ftrong; and it is rnoflly chequered like the Scotch tartan : but they make no more than 
what fufikes for their own confumption. 

In the town of Pegue there are only three perfons befides the Maywoon or viceroy, 
whofe rank entitles them to diflm&ion: thefe are, the Raywoon, Chekey, and the 
Sere-dogee. The flrft is an old man turned of feventy, dill vigorous and' aftive, who, 
it feems, had diftinguifhed himfelf by his prowefs in former wars, and obtained his 
prefent poll as the reward of valour: he is alfo inverted with high military infignia, 
and has the privilege of wearing on his head a gilded helmet, or bafon, which is never 
ufed except on date occafions, when he exhibits a formidable reprefentation of the 
meagre knight adorned with Mambrino’s helmet. The Chekey is a middle aged man, 
dull and plethoric. Lad in office was our acquaintance the Sere-dogee, about forty,. 

14 fadly 
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Sadly affli&ed with the rheumatifra. The afliduous attentions of this good natur&d 
man, though perhaps dilated by policy, were both pleafmg and ufeful, and, to 
appearance at lea ft, perfe&ly difmtereited. I had prefen ted him with fome trifles* a 
piece of muflin, one of filk, and a few yards of broad cloth ; which he accepted, he 
laid, not for their value, but as a token of my good opinion. He one day brought 
his daughter, a child of fix years old, with him, to pay me a vifit. After taking 
notice of her, I fpread a piece of Bengal filk over her fhoulders, as is the cuftom when 
one makes a prefent to an inferior. The father thanked me with great cordiality, but 
returned the piece, faying, he feared I might think he brought the child with a view 
lo ex trad a prefent; and that I fliould have occafion for all the articles I had got to 
give away, if I expected to fatisfy every body who would look for a gratifica¬ 
tion ; I declaimed the firft l'uppofition, but could not overcome the delicacy of his 
fcruples. 

Thefe officers exercife the fundion of magiftrates, and hold feparate courts at their 
own houfes, for the determination of petty fuits. Each has his diltind department j 
but this private jurifdidion is very limited : all caufes of importance relating to pro¬ 
perty, and matters of an high criminal nature, are folemnly tried in open court. The 
three before-mentioned officers unite, and form a tribunal', which fits at the rhooin *, 
or public hall of juftice, where they hear the parties, examine witneffes, and take 
depofitions in writing : thefe depofitions are fent to the Maywoon, who reprefents the 
King, and the judges tranfmit their opinions along with the evidence, which the 
Maywoon either confirms or rejeds as he thinks proper, and, in cafes of capital con- 
vidion, orders execution, or pardons the culprit. From his judgment there lies no 
appeal, except when it happens that an offender who holds an office under a royal 
commiffion is brought to trial; in that cafe, the minutes of the evidence taken in 
court rauft be forwarded to the council of ftate, to be by them fubmitted to the King, 
who himfelf applies the law, and awards the fentence. 

We had now fpent nearly three weeks at Pegue, and feen every thing worthy of 
notice, which, in a place fo lately refeued from a defert ftate, could not be very 
interesting or various. Gathering clouds and a gloomy horizon foretold the approac'n 
of the fouth-weft monfoon ; and we had reafon fhortly to exped the arrival of a royal 
meffenger, to notify His Majefty’s plcafure in regard to our further progrefs. Having 
alfo feveral arrangements to make at Rangoon preparatory to our departure, it became 
expedient to appoint a day for quitting Pegue ; 1 therefore intimated to the Maywoon 
my intention, and fixed on the 45th to take my leave, on which day I vifited him 
in form. After half ail hour’s cheerful converfation, he alked me with much ear- 
neftnefs, whether we were pleafed with the reception and treatment we had received; 
in return, 1 gave him the moft ample affurances of our entire fatisfadion, exprefled my 
lenfe of his pall: kindnefs, and my reliance on his future friendlhip: he feemed happy to 
find that we were contented, and handfomely apologized for the reftraint and apparent 
rudenefs we had fuftained on our firft coming to Rangoon, which, he laid, originated in 
mifconception. Thus we parted with perfect complacency on both fides. 

Nor was this acknowledgment, on my part, mere matter of empty compliment; 
although 1 thought, that on certain occafions he might have relaxed from the oftentatious 
dignity which he cautioully preserved ; yet he never was deficient- in politenefs. His 
attentions to our accommodation and convenience were unremitting; and we ex- 


'* Called Roun’aye by Europeans, 
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perknced, during the term of our refidence, uniform civility from all his dependants, 
which, in faft, comprifes the whole of the inhabitants of Pegue. 

# 

CHAP. IV. — Leave Pegue.—Reach the Village of Deefa. — Abundance of Game. — 
Buffaloes — their Antipathy to the Colour of Red or Scarlet.—Deefa infeflcd by Tigers, 
and wild Elephants. — Reach Rangoon, — Geographical Pofiticn of Pegue, erronemjly 
laid down in modern Maps. — Members of the Englijh Deputation rejtde within the 
Fortifications of Rangoon . — Mijlrujh evinced by the principal Inhabitants. — Defcrip- 
ticn of the Town of Rangoon — Swine and Dogs numerous. — Receive much itfeful 
Information from art Italian Mifftonary. — Account of the People called Careaners — 
of the Temple of Shocdagong. — Birmans fond of Religious Proceffwns. — Account of 
the Rhahctans , or Ecclejiajlics, — Meet the Seredaw , or High Drift of Rangoon —■ 
His CharaLler. — Virgin Priejleffes. — Rcafon of the Abolition of their Order. 

CAP TAIN I hoinas and Dr, Buchanan, with a proportion of the baggage and 
fervants, left Pegue on the 21ft, to return to Rangoon; JVlr. Wood and myfdf were 
ready to embark on the 26th. We went on board in the afternoon, attended by the 
Nakhaan, two inferior officers of government, and the public interpreter; the remainder 
of our domeftics followed in a feparate boat. The heavy rains that fell during the night 
incommoded the rowers and retarded our progrefs; next morning the weather cleared 
up, but towards noon the iky again become overcaft, and feerned to promife a ftormy 
night. About two o’clock we reached a village on the eafl bank, called Deefa, at which 
place we found two commodious houfes unoccupied, clofe to the river. Our boatmen 
being fatigued, and there appearing no probability of being able to reach Rangoon 
by the night’s tide, I judged it advifable to take up our quarters here until the 
morning. 

Shortly after our arrival had been announced, the Miou-gee, or chief perfon of the 
village, came to pay his refpe&s. He informed me, that at this feafon of the year 
his village and thole adjacent, were nearly delerted by the men, who were all fent on 
the fervice of government, to make fait by the fea-fide, leaving their wives, children, 
and aged parents at home. The article of fait produces a confiderable revenue to the 
Ifate: the peafantry are employed in preparing it during the hot feafon : as foon as the 
monfoon fets in, they return to their habitations, and till their lands until the time 
comes round fora renewal of their annual labour on the coaft, which does not occupy 
more than four months in the year. 11 

Mtiking inquiries respecting what game the country produced, the Miou-gee told 
me that it abounded in various kinds, particularly deer; and that if I chofe to walk 
out with my gun, he would be my guide, and undertake to Jhew me a herd of ante¬ 
lopes at no great diitance. I accepted the offer with pleafure: we went through the 
village, which did not contain more than fifty houfes, comfortable in appearance, and 
well railed from the ground: the women and children flocked to their doors, and 
fereamed with aftonilhment at feeing fuch a phenomenon as an Englifh officer dreffed 
in his uniform. Proceeding to the eaftward, about a mile from the town, we entered 
an extenfive plain, where the tall rank grals had been confumed by fire, to allow the 
growth of the more delicate fhoots as pafturage for the cattle. Here we foon difeo- 
vered a herd of deer, but fo watchful and wild, that I could only get near enough to 
fire a random foot from a rifle, which did not take efleft. In endeavouring to ap¬ 
proach 
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proach them unperceived, I left my fervants and guide at a confiderable diftance, and 
took a circuit by myfelf, out of fight of my companions, A drove of buffaloes be¬ 
longing to the villagers happened to be nigh at the time that I difcharged my gun ; 
alarmed at the noife, the whole troop railed their heads, and, inftead of running 
away, feemed to ftand on the defen five. I walked leifurcly from them, when two 
came out of the herd, and, with their tails and heads ered, trotted towards me, not 
in a ftraight line, but making half a circle, as if afraid to advance : they were too near 
for me to think of cfcaping by flight; I therefore kept on at a moderate pace, in an 
oblique direction, flopping at times, with my face towards them, on which they alfo 
flood ftill, and looked at me ; but when I refumed my way, they immediately ad¬ 
vanced ; in this circuitous manner one of them came fo clofe that I felt my fituation 
extremely awkward. I had reloaded my rifle whilfi: I walked, but refcrved it for an 
extremity. As the bead approached, I flopped more frequently, which always checked 
Ills progrefs for a time; but he had now drawn fo nigh, that L expected every infiant 
to have a direft charge made at me: fortunately the Mioii-gee from a diftance dif- 
covered my fituation ; he hallooed out, and made figns by taking off his blue cotton 
jacket, holding it up in the air, and then throwing it down. I immediately compre¬ 
hended his meaning, and, whilfi: I edged away, flipped off my fcarlet coat, which l 
flung, together with my hat, into fome long grals, where they lay concealed ; the buf¬ 
falo infiantly defifted from the purfuit, and returned towards the herd, quietly grazing 
as he retired. This circuniftance proves, that the buffalo entertains the fame antipathy 
to the colour of red or fcarlet that fome other animals are known to do. The Miou- 
gee, when I joined him, feemed quite as much alarmed as I was ; he Paid, that if I 
had fuftained any injury, his head would have paid the forfeit of the accident. 

The country inland appeared to be cleared of trees and brufhwood to a confiderable 
diftance; but on the banks of the river, to the north and fouth, the thickets bordered 
on the village, and, I was told, abounded in jungle* fowl and peacocks; but my 
guide requefted that I would not venture in, for fear of tigers, which, he faid, fre¬ 
quently came prowling round the village at night, and fometimes carried away their 
dogs, but durff not attack their buffaloes, who, to all appearance, were a match for 
any tiger, and almort as fierce. The inhabitants alfo complained of being much mo> 
lefted in the wet feafon by wild elephants, that occupy, in great numbers, a fore ft 
twelve miles to the north-eaft. Thefe powerful animals, allured by the early crops of 
rice and fugar-cane, make predatory excurfions in large troops, and do a great deal of 
mifehief, devaftating more than they devour. The poor peafantry have often to la¬ 
ment the deftrudtion of their mo ft expofed plantations. 

Next morning before daylight we left Deefa with the fir ft of the ebb ; at ten o*clock 
we reached Rangoon, and landed at our former dwelling below the town. Baba- 
Sheen, who had travelled all night, arrived about the fame hour from Pegue. 

How much it is to be lamented, that the co£mtry we had juft left, one of the faireft 
and moft healthful on the globe, fliould remain, for the greater part, a folitary defert; 
whilft fo many of the human race are condemned to languifh away life in noxious re¬ 
gions, or extnift, by inceflant labour, a foamy fubfiftence from a barren foil ] The na¬ 
tives of the adjacent iflands of Nicobar, whole fwollen limbs and difeafed bodies evince 
the peftiienual atmofphere they breathe, might here prove ufeful members of general 

# 'l Ins is a bird well known to fportfmen in Tndia : it differs little from the common barn-door fowl,, 
except that the wild fort are all fimilar in colour- a dark red, with black breaft and legs. The lleih Is 
very delicate. 
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fociety, live in the enjoyment of a falubrious climate, fupply their own, and contribute 
to relieve the wants of others. But it mull require along and uninterrupted term of 
peace to renew the population of Pegue. Should it ever be fo fortunate, there can 
be little doubt that Pegue will be numbered araongft the moll flourdhing and delightful 
countries of the Eaft. 

The authorities on which the geography of the city and river of Pegue has been kid 
down, though doubtlefs the bell that could be procured, are neverthelefs far from 
being accurate. The Pegue river is called by the natives Bagoo Kioup, or Pegue ri¬ 
vulet, to diftinguifli it from Mioup, or river. It is navigable but a very few miles to 
the northward'of the city of Pegue, and for this it is indebted wholly to the action of 
the tide. It has no communication with the fea, except by the -Rangoon river, and in 
the fair feafon, at low water, is almoft dry. There feems to have been a miftake of 
this dream for the Sitang river, about fifteen miles ead of Pegue, which is a great and 
independent body of water, that partly defcribes the courfe that in the map is .given to 
what is called the Pegue river. 

Nor does the meridian raeafurement of the city of Pegue, as reported by former 
travellers, at all correfpond with later obfervations. Mr. Wood, an accurate adro- 
jiomer, and furniffoed with excellent indruments, places Pegue in 17 s 40' north lati¬ 
tude, above forty geographical miles fouth of the pofition affigned to it in the map. 
The difference in longitude is lefs than that of latitude. Mr. Wood, from a mean of 
obfervations of the immerfion and emerfion of Jupiter’s fatellites, determines Pegue to 
be in 96° 1 1' i5 // , about thirty-two miles wed of its fuppofed fituation. This ealtward 
error may have given occafion to the midake of the Sitang river for that of Pegue. 
Indeed the authorities for the geography of this country are, in mod places, imperfect, 
and in fome altogether erroneous. 

The ruinous state and uncomfortable fituation of the dwelling affigned to us on our 
fird arrival, rendered it defirable to remove into the town } and, as a proper under- 
ftanding was now edablifhed with the Rangoon government, no objection whatever 
was made to our taking up our abode wherever we thought proper. I accordingly 
hired two large houfes, one for the gentlemen of the deputation, the other for our 
attendants; thefe were made of timber, fufficiently fpacious, but ill adapted to the 
climate, being clofe, and covered with tiles, which retained and tranfinitted the heat 
long after the fun had fet: they were, however, the bed that could be procured, and 
we felt ourfelves more at eafe from refiding within the inclofure of what is called the 
Fort of Rangoon. 

Being freed from the redraint impofed on us before we went to Pegue, we now en¬ 
joyed the full liberty of collecting information, and feeing whatever was worth notice. 
Although a liberal licence was thus granted to us, I dill found, on the part of thofe 
perfons who were bed capable of communicating knowledge, a midrudful unwilling- 
nefs to reply to my quedions, which they evaded, rather than declined anfwering ; a 
conduct that created in me more regret than furprife; it was a natural jealoufy, which 
at this time I did not think it prudent to increal'e by minute inquiries into the internal 
date of the country, and the political ceconomy of their government. 

Increafing trade, and confequent population, have extended the prefent town far 
beyond the limits that formerly comprehended Rangoon, as it was originally founded 
by Alompra. It dretches along the bank of the river about a mile, and is not more 
than a third of a mile in breadth. The city or iniou * is a fquare, furrounded by a 

}f 

* is a term applied cither to a city or a district. 
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high ftockade, and on the north fide it is further ftrengthened by ail indifferent fofie, 
acrofs which a wooden bridge is thrown ; in this face there are two gates, in each of 
the others only one- Wooden ftages are erected in leveral places within the ftockade, 
for mufqueteers to ftand on in cafe of an attack- On the fouth fide, towards the river, 
which is about twenty or thirty yards from the palifade, there are a number of huts, 
and three wharfs, with cranes for landing goods- A battery of twelve cannon, fax 
and nine-pounders, raifed on the bank, commands the river^ but the guns and car¬ 
riages are in fuch a wretched condition, that they could do little execution- Ciofe to 
the principal wharf are two commodious wooden houfes, ufed by the merchants as an 
exchange, where they ufually meet in the cool of the morning and evening, to con- 
verfe and tranfaft: bufinefs. The ftreets of the town are narrow, and much inferior to 
thofe of Pegue, but clean, and well paved : there are numerous channels to carry off 
the rain, over which ftrong planks are laid, to prevent an interruption of intercourfe* 
The houfes are raifed on polts from the ground ; the fmaller fupported by bamboos, 
the larger by ftrong timbers. All the officers of government, the molt opulent mer¬ 
chants, and perfons of confideration, live within the fort; ffiipwrights, and people of 
inferior rank, inhabit the foburbs ; and one entire ftreet, called Tackally, is exclu- 
fively affigned to common proftitutes, who are not permitted to dwell within the pre- 
cinch of the fortification. 

Swine are Juffered to roam about the town at large : thefe animals, which are with ^ 
reafon held unclean, do not belong to any particular owners; they are fervants 
of the public, common fcavengers; they go under the houfes, and devour the filth. 
The Birmans are alfo fond of dogs, numbers of which infdl the ftreets ; the breed is 
fmall, and extremely noify ; whenever we walked out, the inhabitants were apprized 
of our approach by the loud barking of thefe troublefome curs. 

I was now honoured occafionally with vifits from all the men of official confequence 
m Rangoon ; but although they paid me this compliment, the great eft formality and 
caution were ftill preferved in their deportment and language. Baba-Sheen was the 
only perfon with whom we held familiar intercourfe, and through him every attention 
was paid to our wants* From this condo£t T however, I judged it prudent to fufpend 
the ailronomical obfervations which Mr. Wood was defirous to make,, and not to em¬ 
ploy my draftfman until a longer acquaintance had removed their fufpicions. 

Amonglt the foreigners who came to pay their refpeffcs to the Englifh gentlemen,, 
was an Italian miffionary, named Vincentius Sangermano, who had been deputed to 
this country about twenty years before, by the Society de Propaganda: he feemed a 
very refpeftable and intelligent man, fpoke and wrote the Birman language fluently,, 
and was held in high eft filiation by the natives for his exemplary life and inofFenfive 
manners* His congregation confilled of the defendants of former Portugueze colo- 
nifts, who, though numerous, are in general very poor; they, however, had ere&ed 
a neat chapel, and purchafed for their palter a piece of ground a mile from the town, 
on which a neat comfortable dwelling was built, and a garden inclofed. He is in¬ 
debted for his fubfiftence to the voluntary contributions of his flock; in return for 
their charity, he educates their children, inftru&s them in the tenets of the Romiffo 
fafih, and performs mafs twice a day at the chapel; 

From this reverend father I received much ufeful information,;: he told me of a fin- 
gular defeription of people called Caravners, or Carfimers, that inhabit different parts 
of the country, particularly the weilern provinces of Dal la and Baflien, feveral focieties 
of whom alfo dwell in the adjacent to R mg con. He reprefented them as a 

fimple innocent race, fpeakmg a language diftincl from that of the Birmans, and enters 
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minim; rude notion* of religion. They lead quite a paftoral life, and are the moll 
induftnous I'ubieas of the ftate: their villages form a feled community, fiom which 
ihev exclude ail other lefts, and never refide in a city, intermingle, or marry with 
itrmtrers. They profefs and ilrialy obferve univerfal peace, not engaging m wat, 
or taking; part in coniefts for dominion, a fvfteni that neceffarily places them m a Hate 
of fubjection to the ruling power of the day. Agriculture, the care oi cattle, an 
rearing poultry, are alrnoft their only occupations. A great part of the provifions 
ufed in the county is raifed by the Carianers, and they particularly excel in gardening. 
They have of late years been heavily taxed and opprelled by the great Birman land¬ 
holders in confequence of which numbers have withdrawn into the mountains of 
Arracan They have traditional maxims of jurifprudence for their internal govern¬ 
ment but are without any written laws: cuftom, with them, conflitcites the law. 
Some learn to fpeak the Birman tongue, and a few can read and write it imperfectly. 
They are timorous, honeft, mild in their manners, and exceedingly hofpitable to 

)U The temple of Shoedagon*, or Dagoung, about two miles and a half north of 
Rangoon, is a very grand building, although not fo high, by twenty-five or thirty 
feet, as that of Shoeinadoo at Pegne. It is much more ornamented; the terrace on, 
which it Hands is raifed on a rocky eminence, confiderably higher than the circum¬ 
jacent country. It is afeended by above a hundred Hone Heps, that have been fullered 
jo into decay. The fituation renders Shoedagon a confpicuous object at the diftancc 
of man y miles. The tee and the whole of the fpire are richly gilded, which, when 
the fun fhines, exhibit a Angularly fplendid appearance. 

The fmall auxiliary buildings are yet more numerous than thofe that fnrround the 
bafe of the Pegne temple. Perceiving that feveral of thefe were in a ruinous Hate, 
whilft the foundations of others were juft laid, and feme half finiHied, I aiked why 
they did not repair the damages of the old before they erefted new ones, and was 
told, that to mend a decayed praw or temple, though an ad of piety, was not fo me¬ 
ritorious as to ered a new one; that fometimes the old ones were repaired by thofe 
who were unwilling or unable to be at the expence of a complete building but this 
entirely depended on the means and inclination of the donor. 

The borders of the terrace on which the temple is raifed are planted with fliady 
trees in regular rows ; from this eminence there is a beautiful and extenfive profped; 
the Pegu and Rangoon rivers are feen winding through a level woody cotinTy, and 
the temple of Syrians, little inferior to thofe that have been deferibed, /lands near the 
jundion of the ftreams. The rainy monfoon had now fet in, and inundations were 


* The name of thi? temple, which fignifies Golden Dagon, naturally recalls to mind the paffages in the 
Scriptures where the «* houfeof l>agon” is mentioned, and the image of idolatry bows down before the 
holy ark. 

n Next came one 

Who mourn'd in earneft, when the captive ark 
Maim’d his brute image, head and hands lupt ofF 
In his own temple, on the grimfel edge, 

Where he fell flat, and iham’d his wurlbippers; 

Dagon his name, fea monfler, upward man 
And downward fifh : yet had his temple high 
Rear’d in Azotus, dreaded through the coaft 
Of Pale fti fie, in Gath and Afcalon, 

And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds*” MitTON, 1- 

The refemblaace is too linking to pafs unnoticed $ at the fame time it fhould be obferved, that analogies 
of this kind, though always pleating, are often deceptive. 
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formed in feveral places. It would have been a more pleafing, though perhaps lefs 
picturefque fcene, had the plains been cleared, and the fields laid out for cultivation ; 
we could obferve few marks of improvement; woods, lakes, and rivers, prefented 
thcinfelves on every fide. 

The road leading from the city to the temple is formed with care; a wide caufeway 
in the centre prevents the rain from lodging, and throws it off to the fides: numberlefs 
little fpires are ranged along the edge of the road, in which are niches to receive ftriall 
images of their divinity Gaudma. Several kioums or monafteries lay in this direction, 
generally removed a fhort diftance from the public way, under the Ihade of pipal or 
tamarind trees. 

The Birmans, like all the natives of the eafl, are fond of proceffions; fcarcely a 
week palfes that there is not a religious difplay in Rangoon; either a funeral of fome 
perfon who leaves fufficient to defray the expence of a pompous public burning, or the 
ceremony of admitting youths into the convents of the Rhahaans; on the latter 
occafion parents vie with each other, and fpare no coft: the principal charge conlifls 
in entertainments, and the cuftomary prefents to the Rhahaans. The age of indudlion 
is generally from eight to twelve years. When a boy is to be introduced into a con¬ 
vent, either as a temporary refident, or with a view to future confec ration. Ills friends 
prepare their offerings of cloth, rice, preferves, fruit, fans, cufliions, mats, and 
houfehold utenfils. On an appointed day he parades the ftreets, dreffed in yellow, 
and mounted on a horfe richly caparifoned, led by two fervants: a band of mufic goes 
before, and a party of Rhahaans encircle him: his male friends follow in a troop, and 
the females of their families bring up the rear, the latter carrying oil their heads the 
offerings meant for the Rhahaans. Thus they proceed to the convent of which the 
novice is to become a member, where he is prefented in form to the fenior of the 
brotherhood. This ceremony is repeated three times, and at each perambulation 
frefii prefents are to be provided. 

The kioums, or convents of the Rhahaans, are different in their ffrufture from 
common houfes, and much refemble the architecture of the Chinefe; they are made 
entirely of wood : the roof is compofed of different ftages, fupported by ftrong pillars; 
the infide comprehends one large hall; the whole houfe is open at the fides; fome 
are curioufly carved with various fymbolic reprefentatidns of the divinity. There are 
no apartments for the private recreation of the Rhahaans ; publicity is the prevailing 
fvftem of Birman conduct, and they admit of no fecrets either in church or ftate. 

From the many convents in the neighbourhood of Rangoon, the number of 
Rhahaans and Phonghis * mult be very confiderable; I was told that it exceeded 
3500. This eftimate muff; include thofe in their novitiate. Like the Carmelites, they 
go barefooted, and have their heads clofe fhaven, on which they never wear any 
covering. 

Yellow is the only colour worn by the priefthood ; they have a long loofe cloak 
•which they wrap round them fo as to cover molt part of the body 5 they profefs 
celibacy, and to abftain from every fenfual indulgence. The preferibed punifliment 
for a Rhahaan detected in an a£t of incontinence, is expulfion and public difgrace ; 
the delinquent is feated on an afs, and his face daubed with black paint mterfperfed 
with fpots of white; he is thus led through the itreets, with a drum beating before 
him, and afterwards turned out of the city : but fuch inftances of degradation- are very 
rare. The juniors are reftricted from wandering about licentioufly, either by day or 

* The inferior order of priefts, vulgarly called Tallapoins. 
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flight. 1 here is a prior in every convent, who has a difcretlonary power to grant 
permiffion to go abroad. 

The Rhahaans never drefs their own victuals, holding it an abufe of time to perform 
any of the common functions of life, which, fo long as they occupy, muft divert them 
from the abftract contemplation of the divine eilence. They receive the contributions 
of the laity ready cooked, and prefer cold food to hot. At'the dawn of the morning 
they begin to perambulate the town, to collect fupplies for the day: each convent 
fends forth a certain number of its members, who walk at a quick pace through the 
Hi eets, fupporting with the right arm a blue lackered box, in which the donations are 
depofited; thefe ufually confift of boiled rice mixed with oil, dried and pickled fifh, 
fweetmeats, fruit, &c. During their walk they never call their eyes to the right nor 
to the left, but keep them fixed on the ground ; they do not flop to folicit, and feldom 
even look at the donors, who appear more defirous to bellow, than the others to 
receive. The Rhahaans eat but once a day, at the hour of noon. A much larger 
quantity of provifion^ being commonly procured than fuffices for the members of the 
convent, the iurplus is difpoied of, as charitably as it was given, to the needy ftranger, 
or tile poor lcholars who daily attend them to be inftrucled in letters, and taught their 
moral and religious duties. 

In the various commotions of the empire, I never heard that the Rhahaans had taken 
an y ai “ iare ’ ? r P u t > licly interfered in politics, or engaged in war : by this prudent 
conduit they excited no refentment: the Birmans and Peguers profeffing the fame 
religion, whoever were conquerors equally refpeaed the minifters of their faith. 

1 had heard much of the veneration paid to the Seredaw, or head of the Rhahaans 
at Rangoon, and by chance had an opportunity of feeing him: he lived in a very 
bandfome monaflery half a mile from town, on the road leading to Shoedagon. One 
evening taking my cuftomary walk, I met him returning from the pagoda : there was 
nothing to diftingmlh him from the common Rhahaans; he wore the fame yellow 
drels, and his head and feet were bare; his years and abftrafted appearance induced 
me to alk who he was; on being told, I turned and joined company with him, for 
be would not have Hopped or gone out of his way had a monarch accofted him. He 
entered freely into converfation, but kept his eyes fixed invariably on the ground before 
hun ; he was a little old man, of fevemy-fivc, and Hill walked with firm ftep on even 
ground : but when he afeended the flairs of his dwelling, he required fupport. He 
goes every day, at the fame hour, to the temple, to offer his devotions, and performs 
the journey, which, going and returning, cannot be lefs than four miles, on foot. 
Approaching his grove, he civilly alked me to come in and reft myfelf; I followed 

T T’lf u W o to0k , 0Ur fcat ® on mats f P read on the floor, in the centre of a large and 
lofty hall. Several young Rhahaans, who had attended him in his walk, ranged them¬ 
ed y es , at l ™ diftance. I was, however, difappointed in the expectations I had 
ormed; he betrayed a worldly pride inconfiftent with his years and facred funfrion - 

irr c fl cd vr, th T ch P ° mp ’ that he was the head of the ehureh at Rangoon, and 
rnn wT fly on iron P lates > facerdotal titles, which had been 

S ElrjTl, & h ' P £ f T ? nd ‘ he late Ki "|- He feemcd *0 poffeft little of 
SaSS* diffingudhed the aged prelate of Pegue, and I left him impreffed 

TernTw " 1 ha<1 '"“ttained for hie charafier before our 

that formerly there were nunneries of virgin priefteffes, who, like the 
y*w garments, cut off their hair, and devoted themfelves re chaftit, 
e gion; ut t cfe focieties were long ago abolilhed, as being injurious to the 
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population of the Hate. At prefent there are a few old women who (have their heads, 
wear a white drefs, follow funerals, and carry water to the convents; and thefe venerable 
dames have fome portion of rcfpeft paid to them. 

CHAP. V. — Population of Rangoon — an Afylum for mfolvent Debtors. — Religious 
Toleration granted to Foreigners. — Province of Dalla, and Town of Maindu. 
Mima-ShtuirRua , or the Village of Proflitutes. — Barbarous Law refpefling the female 
Relations of infol-vent Debtors. — Treatment of the Women. — River of Rangoon com - 
modi out for Ship-building—feveral Ships of Burthen on the Stocks. —Birman Ship¬ 
wrights. — Imperial Mandate arrives for the Engiifj Deputation to proceed to the 
Capital—the Maywoon of Pegue ordered to accompany it. — Hunfmen employed to 
catch Alligators and Rhinocsrofes. — Reverence of the Birmans for their Braminical 
AJirologers — they declare a propitious Day for the Maywoon to depart — be leaves 
Rangoon—Englijh Deputation prepares to follow — Defcription of the Boats, idc. 

THE population of Rangoon is confidcrable; there are 5000 regiftered taxable 
houfes in the city and fuburbs; if each houfe be fuppofed to contain fix people, the 
eftimate will amount to 30,000. Having long been the afylum of infolvent debtors 
from the different letllements of India, it is crowded with foreigners of defperate 
fortunes, who find from the Birmans a friendly reception, and, for the molt part, 
fupport themfelves by carrying on a petty trade, which affords a decent fubfiftence to 
thofe who aft prudently. Here are to be found fugitives from all countries of the 
eaft, and of all complexions : the exchange, if I may fo call the common place of their 
meeting, exhibits a motley affemblage of merchants, fuch as few towns of much 
greater magnitude can produce ; Malabnrs, Moguls, Perfians, Parfees, Armenians, 
Portuguezc, French, and Engliih, ail mingle here, and are engaged in various branches 
of commerce. The members of this diicordant multitude are not only permitted to 
refide under the proteftion of government, but likewife enjoy the moil libera! toleration 
in matters of religion; they celebrate their feveral rites and feftivals, totally difregarded 
by the Birmans, who have no inclination to make profelytes. In the fame ftreet may 
be heard the lblemn voice of the Muezzin, calling pious Iflainites to early prayers, and 
the bell of the Portugueze chapel tinkling a futnmons to Romifh Chriftians. 1 1 ocelli on s 
meet and pafs each other without giving or receiving caufe of offence. The Birmans 
never trouble themfelves about the religious opinions of any feft, nor difturb their 
ritual ceremonies, provided they do not break the peace, or meddle with their own 
divinity Gaudma; but if any perfon commit an outrage, which the Muffulmen, in 
their zeal for the true faith, will fometimes do, the offender is fare to be put into 
the docks: and if that does not calm his turbulent enthufiafm, they baftinado him into 

tranquillity. . 

The violence of the rainy monfoon prevented our making dm ant excurfions, winch, 
in the prefent ftage of the million I fhould perhaps have avoided had the weather been 
favourable. Our morning rides and evening walks leldom extended beyond the greai 
temple, that being the belt road. Dr. Buchanan one morning went acrofs to the w ell 
fide of the river, on the bank of which oppofite to R angoon, is a confidcrable town, 
called Maindu, the refidence of the governor of the province of Dalla, who has already 
teen mentioned as having come down to meet the deputation on its fir ft arrival. 1 his 
government is entirely diftinft from Rangoon, on the eaft fide, t he rank of the 
Governor is much inferior to that of the Maywoon of Pegue; notwiihftanding which, 

the latter cannot apprehend a criminal within the jurildiftion ol Dalla, by his own 
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authority. The city of Dalla, from whence the province takes its name, is faid to be 
on the weft fide of the China Buckier river, and was formerly a place of confiderable 
importance. The town of Maindu is compofed of one long ftreet: at the eaft end is a 
creek, which goes all the way to Eaffien, and has twelve feet depth of water, at high 
tide ; on the weft fide is a fmaller creek, on the bank of which Hands a village called 
MiiriaJ-Shun-R.ua, or the village of proftitutes, being inhabited wholly by women of that 
dcfcription. 

Proftitution in this, as in all other countries, is the ultimate refort of female wretched- 
nefs; but here it is often attended with circumftances of peculiar and unmerited 
mifery. . Many who follow this courfe of life are not at their own difpofal, nor receive 
the earnings of their unhappy profeflion; they are Haves fold by creditors to a licenfed 
pander, for debts more frequently contra&ed by others than by theinl'elves. According 
to the laws of Pegue, he who incurs a debt which he cannot pay becomes the property 
of his creditor, who may claim the infolvent debtor as his Have, and oblige him to 
perform menial fervice until he liquidates the debt: nor does the unhappy man always 
fuller in his own perfon alone, his immediate relatives are often included in the bond, 
and when that is the cafe, are liable to be attached and fold to difcharge the obligation. 
The wretchednefs into which this inhuman law plunges whole families is not to be 
defcribed. Innocent women are often dragged from domeftic comfort and happinefs ; 
and from the folly or misfortune, of the mailer of the houfe, in which they perhaps 
have no blame, are fold to the licenfed fuperintendant of the tackally, who, if they 
poflefs attractions, pays a high price for them, and reimburfes himfelf by the wam;s of 
their proflitution. J * 

In their treatment of the fofter fex the Birmans are deftitute both of delicacy and 
humanity, confidcring women as little fuperior to the brute Itock of their farms The 
lower clafs of Birmans make no fcruple of felling their daughters, and even their wives, 
to foreigners who come to pafs a temporary refidcnce amongft them. It reflects no 
diIgrace on any of the parties, and the woman is not dilhonoured by the connection. 

Refpechng the trade of Rangoon, the commodities which the country is capable 
td producing, the prefent ftate of its commerce, and the obftaeles that check its 
? r . 01 fk' } fha ’> have oecafion to fpealc more at length in another part of this work : 
u ib> lufhcient here to obfervfe, that teak, the mofl durable wood that is known, and belt 
adapted for the conftruCtion of Ihips, is produced in the forefts of the Birman and 
Pegue empires m inexhauftible abundance. The river of Rangoon is equally com¬ 
modious for the conftr uChon of fhips; the fpring tides rife twenty feet in perpendicular 
eig hi.; the banks are foft, and lo flat that there is little need of labour lor the forma¬ 
tion of docks : vefiels of any burden maybe built. Nature has liberally done her part 
to render Rangoon the moft flourilhing ieaport of the eaitera world. 

Tnere were at this time feveral fhips from 600 to 1000 tons burden on the ftocks - 
one belonging to the Maywoon of Pegue, abtfuf 900 tons, was confidered by profef- 
lional men as a fpccimen of excellent workmanlhip ; it was entirely wrought bv Bir¬ 
man carpenters, and formed on a French model, as are moft of the fhips built in this 
river, the Birman? having received their firft rudiments of the art from that nation. 

Tninth / 0lir , veffds ° f J burde ”T ere Iikewife in a ftate of forwardnefs, belonging to 
. g 1 adventurers; and one Hill larger than the reft, almoft ready to be launched, 

the property of the governor of Maindu, the town on the oppofite fide. If this Blip 
was not compofed ot prime; materials, the building at leaft was well attended to ; every 
morning the governor s wife crofted the river in her hulband’s barge, attended by two 
01 three female fervants; after landing, Ihe commonly took her feat on one of the 
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timbers in the yard, and overlooked the workmen for feme hours, after which fhe 
returned home, and fekiom miffed coming back in the evening, to fee that the day's 
tafit had been completed. The flip on which the Ihip was built happened to be con¬ 
tiguous to our lirft habitation, a circumftance that caufed us to remark her conftant 
vifits: ciiriofity, however, did not prompt her, or any of her attendants, to come within 
our preempts, whilft decorum deterred us from making advances towards an acquaint¬ 
ance. Her huiband never accompanied her, and fhe did not feem to require his aid* 
"Women in the Birman country are not only good houfewives, but likewife manage the 
more important mercantile concerns of their hulbands, and attend to their interefls in 
all out-door tranfaftions: they are induftriotis to the greateft degree, and are faid tp be 
good mothers, and feldom from inclination unfaithful wives. If this be a true cha- 
rafter, they meet with a mo ft ungenerous return, for, as was before obferved, the men. 
treat them as beings of a very fubordinate order* 

Whilft we admired the ftrufture and materials of thefe fbips, we could not overlook 
the mode in which the work was executed, and the obvious merit of the artificers. In 
Bengal, a native carpenter, though his bufmefs is commonly well done, yet, in his 
manner of performing it, excites the furprife and ridicule of Europeans ; he cuts his 
wood with a diminutive adze, in a feeble and flow manner j and when he wants to 
turn a piece of timber, has recourfe to a coolee, or labourer, that attends him % num¬ 
bers there compenfate for the want of individual energy ; notwithftanding this, they 
fmilh what they undertake in a mafterly maimer. The Birman fhlpwrights are athletic 
men, and poftefs, in an eminent degree, that vigour which diftingmihes Europeans,, 
and gives them pre-eminence over the enervated natives of.the eaft y nor do I imagine 
that the inhabitants of any country are capable of greater bodily exertion than the 
Birmans. 

1 he month of May was now far advanced, and we became a little impatient at re¬ 
maining lb long in a ftate of uncertainty, efpecially as the officers of government did 
not at ail relax in the formality and coldnefs of their deportment, nor were we yet 
allured what might be the nature of our reception at court. From this impleafant ftate 
of lufpenle we were at length agreeably relieved by the arrival of a letter from the 
May woon of Pegue to the council of Rangoon, acquainting them that he had received 
the imperial mandate to make preparations for our conveyance by water to the capital; 
and that it was His Majefty’s farther pleafure that he fliould accompany the deputation 
m perfon. Baba-Sheen loft no time in imparting to me the intelligence, which was 
icon after communicated by an official meffage from the Raywoon, inviting me to the 
Rhoom, or public hall, to hear the order formally announced in council. This was a 
ceremony which I begged leave to decline y but I font my moonlhce, or Perfian fecre- 
tary, to attend the meeting. 

Our vifit to Ummerapoont being now a meafirre decided on by the high eft autho¬ 
rity, it became requifite to make fome inquiries refpefting our accommodations for the 
voyage. Being well aware chat no fteps could be taken except through the regular 
channels of authority, I applied to the Raywoon to obtain per million to purchafe fuitable 
boats for the mV of the deputation : an inferior officer waited on me, to reprefent, on 
the part of the Raywoon, that i was inconfiftent with the ufage of their government to 
admit of a public minifter being at any expence for his conveyance : and that tile fuper- 
in tend ant of the port had received inftruftions to prepare as many boats as I thought 
xieceftary. 1 his, I underitood ? was an eftablifhed point of etiquette, from which they 
could not ppflibly recede. I expreffed regret at putting the government to fo great 
in expence; but requefted, as the feafon was boifterous, and the voyage not a Ihort 
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one, that the veftels might be examined by an Engliffi ffiip wright, and fueh alterations 
made as would render them commodious to Europeans, which the boats of the natives, 
both from their llrufture and infufficient covering, are far from being. My defire met 
a cheerful compliance. 

Conformably to the imperial mandate, the Maywoon left Pegue, and arrived at 
Rangoon on the 25th of May ; his retinue was numerous ; and as no perfon of high 
official confequence, when fummoned to attend the Golden Feet can allure himfelf of 
returning to his government, or office, in order to be prepared for whatever might 
occur, he brought with him his wife and family as the companions of his voyage. On 
the day after his arrival I paid him a vifit j he was extremely civil, and affured me of 
his ready fervices on every occafion. 

Abhut this time an order came from court to the provincial government of Pegue, 
which furniffied a fubject of much converfation. I was told that the Emperor of 
China, having never feen a rhinoceros, or an alligator, entertained an ardent delire to 
view tbofe formidable animals before his death, and had intimated his wifh, through a 
a provincial legate from Yuiian, who had lately arrived at Umrnerapoora for the pur- 
pofc of fettling fome mercantile arrangements. The King of Ava, folicitous to gratify 
his augufl brother of China, had fignified his pleafure to his chief minifler, who fent 
the order before-mentioned, the purport of which, I underflood, was to catch twenty 
alligators, and as many of the rhinoceros tribe, and convey them to the metropolis, 
whence they were to be tranfported to the imperial city of Pee-Kien. Tbofe who made 
elephant-hunting their profeflion, were difpatched to the forefts, and ftrong nets were 
thrown acrofs the Pegue river, on the fands of which when the tide ebbed, I had feen in 
the courfe of my journey to Pegue, a much greater number than Elis Majefly required. 
The fiJhermen began fuccefsfully ; feveral alligators were taken in two or three days, 
and put into boats, in the bottoms rif which wells were conftrufted. The crocodile 
and alligator, although they are accounted amphibious animals, cannot long fupport life 
out of the water. The rhinoceros hunters, I afterwards learned, were not equally 
fortunate. 

In a former part of this work it has been mentioned, that the Birmans, notwith- 
ftanding they are Hindoos of the fe£l of Boodh, and not difciples of Brahma, neverthe- 
lefs reverence the Brahmins, and acknowledge their fuperiority in fcience over their 
own priefts or Rhahaans. The partiality which the King, who is guided in every move¬ 
ment by aflrological advice, manifefts In their favour, has given celebrity to their pre¬ 
dictions, and brought them fo much into fafhion, that there is not a Viceroy or May¬ 
woon who has not in his houfehold fome of thefe domeftic fiiges, whom he confults on 
all important occafions, and fometimes on occafions of no importance whatever. The 
Maywoon of Pegue, whofe viceroyalty, though not the mofl extenfive, is the mo ft 
lucrative in the empire, maintains a number of Brahmins, whofe counfel he deli red as 
to the mod fortunate day and hour to commence the journey. After due deliberation, 
the aSth of May, at eight o’clock in the morning, was pronounced the mod propitious 
for departure, and that time was accordingly appointed. Unluckily our boats could not 
be got in readinefs quite fo fcon ; but as there was no refilling the liars, the Maywoon 
declared his regret at the fupernatural neceffity that compelled him to precede us, pro- 
mifing, however, to wait at the head of the Rangoon river, where it branched from 
the great llream of the Irrawaddy, until we ffiould join him, the diftance being not 
more than two days’ journey. I acquiefced in the propriety of fubmitting every tem¬ 
poral concern to the difpofal of fate, and hoped that he would not fuffer any confider¬ 
ation for us to interfere with his own arrangements. On the day fixed, at feven in the 
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morning, he paffed our habitation, and proceeded with much pomp to the water-fid e, 
himfelf on horfeback, his lady in a palanquin, and his children carried aftride on men's 
fhoulders. His own barge was very handfonie, and of the ftruidure appertaining to 
nobility; it was attended by feveral war-boats ready maimed, with a number of com¬ 
mon vefiels; feme belonging to his retinue, others to merchants, who took the oppor¬ 
tunity of his protection to jtranfport their merchandize duty-free. The Maywoon 
repofed for a ftiort time in the houle that is ufed as an exchange ; and when the great 
drum that proclaimed the hour ftruck the firft ftroke, he Hepped on board, and was 
followed by his family : in an inflant every boat pulhed from the fhore with a loud 
fliout; the oars were vigorouily plied, and, the flood tide fetting ftrong, the fleet was 
foon carried to the northward of the city. 

The boats, fix in number, that had been provided for our accommodation, were now 
ready to receive us; Dr.Buchanan, Mr. Wood, and myfelf, had each a feparate 
veflel; the Hindoo Pundit, whofe religious prejudices rendered it irkfome to him to 
mingle with Mu flu linen, had likewife a finall boat to himfelf. The guard, and fuch 
attendants as we did not immediately require, occupied another of a larger fize, in which 
our heavy baggage, field equipage, &c. were flowed: a kind of cutter was equipped as 
a kitchen, which was feldom wanted, as our own barges were fufficiently fpacious to 
admit of all culinary purpofes, without inconvenience to the inhabitants. Thefe barges 
were of a very different conftru&km from the flat-bottomed veffels called budgerows, 
that are ufed on the Ganges; ours were long and narrow, and required a good deal of 
ballaft to keep them fteady; even with ballaft, they would have been in conftant 
danger of overfetting, had they not been provided with outriggers, which compofed of 
thin boards, or oftener of buoyant bamboos, make a platform that extends horizontally 
fix or feven feet on the outfide of the boat, from ftem to ftern. Thus fecured, the 
veflel can incline no farther than until the platform touches the fur face of the water, 
when flie immediately rights ; on this ftage the boatmen ply their oars, or impel the 
boat forward by poles; fuch an addition affords a convenience unknown to the navi¬ 
gation of the Ganges ; it is the place exclufively appropriated to the crew, who fleep 
on it at night, and, by putting up mats, or fpreading a fail from the roof of the boat to 
the outfide edge, (belter themfelves from the weather. My barge was fixty feet in 
length, and not more than twelve in the wideft part; by taking away one thwart beam 
near the ftern, laying a floor two feet below the gunwale, and raifing an arched roof 
about feven feet above the floor, a commodious room was formed, fourteen feet long, 
and ten wide, with a clofet behind it; at the ftern there was a ftage, on which the 
leedegee, or fteerfinan, flood, and a vacant fpace of feven or eight feet, where a kettle 
xnigln be boiled, or dinner provided. On each fide of the cabin a finall door opened 
on the platform, and there were three windows, which, when raifed, admitted a free 
circulation of air. The roof was made of bamboos covered with mats, and over all was 
extended a painted canvas, that effe&ually fecured us from the heavieft rain. The 
infide was neatly lined with matting. The conveyances of the other gentlemen were 
nearly of the fame fize and conftruftion. Twenty-fix boatmen compofed the crew of 
my veflel, exclufive of the leedegee, who is the chief or captain. 
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CHAP. VI. — Depart from Rangoon. — Alteration in the Temperature of the Air. — 
Reach Faulting. — Mofqukoes unufually numerous and tronblcfonte . — Pafs Kcttoree - 
Rita, or Parraquet Pillage. — Towns of Yangain-Chain-Tab, and Denoobew. — A 
handfmne Temple. — Segahghee ; —Summeingtob ; — Yeoungbenxab. —Singular Ap¬ 
pearance of a Tree. — Taykyalt; — Terriato , or Mango Village ; — Taambooterra ; 

'— Kioumzeik, or Convent Stairs. — Indigo Plant : — Birman Method of preparing it 
for XJfe. — Manufactory of Cotton Cloth. —■ Shwaye-Gaim ; — Sabbaymeoun ; — Gna- 
peeteik. — Violent Current. — Ycagaim ; — Kanounglay , or Little Kanoung. — Rich 
Plantations. — Kanoungghe, or Great Kanoung. — Slow Progrcfs. — Meyahoun : — 
Gilded Temples, and fpaclous Convents : — numerous trading Boats ; — Country fruit¬ 
ful ; — Pajkem ■ — Kianggain. — Violent Guji of Wind. — Tirroup-m'tou, or Chinefe 
' Town. — Mountains. — Tzeezau. — Peeing-ghee. — A Ship on the Stocks. —•Beautiful 
Appearance of the Banks. — Great Difficulty in furmounting the Stream : — Extraor¬ 
dinary Exertions of the Boatmen: — Fleet difperfed :— Baggage-boat /off .— The Fleet 
reaffhnbks .— Reach the City of Peeaye-mew, or Prome. 

ON the 29th of May we were ready to depart: our baggage and attendants had 
been previoufly lent on board, and the boats containing the royal prefents had received 
their lading from the Sea-Horfe. We embarked in the evening, flept on board, and at 
ten o’clock next morning, when the tide ferved, pufhed off, accompanied by our civil 
acquaintance, the Seredogee of Pegue, Baba-Sheen, Jacob Aguizar, the Armenian mer¬ 
chant, and the chief interpreter of Rangoon ; thefe perfonages had boats of their own. 
Pauntchoo, my Portugueze fervant, being with me, and three or four of the boatmen 
fpeakjng a little of the Hindoftan language, I was at no lofs to make myfelf under¬ 
flood- An under feree, or inferior clerk, was Rationed in my boat, profeffedly to 
attend to my wants, and receive my orders, and probably with a view to obferve and 
report my actions. It was, however, an oftenfible compliment, and accepted by me in 
that light. 

We rowed without intermillion until three in the afternoon. A Ihort way from 
Rangoon the river becomes narrower, with a winding courfe, owing to which we did 
not advance more than, three leagues in a direct line. We paffed a fmall village on the 
left: the banks oft each fide were lhaded with trees. The fleet brought-to on the 
north fide of the river, when Dr. Buchanan went on Chore, and found an extenfive 
plain covered with Ihort grafs, beyond which there was a large village. We experi¬ 
enced a pleafing alteration in the temperature of the air on the water, from what we 
had felt on fhore. The day before our departure, at two o’clock in the afternoon, 
the thermometer in the houfe flood at 98°; next day, at the fame hour, the quickfilver 
only reached go" on the river. When the flood made, we got under way, rowed hard 
all night, and anchored in the morning near a town called Panlang, which, the feree 
informed me, had once been a city of conliderable magnitude, and from which the 
Rangoon river is frequently called the Panlang-mioup. The number of boats that 
were moored near it, indicated that it was ftill a place of fome importance. The foil 
is rich; but there appeared to be little cultivation in its neighbourhood : here a branch 
of the river fliapes its courfe to the fouth. At two in the afternoon we purfued our 
voyage, and continued rowing till feven in the evening, when we brought to, having 
paffed three fmall villages in the way, one of which was furrounded by thick groves 
of plantain trees. At this place we fpent a very comfortlefs night; it is a part of the 
yiver remarkable for being infefted by inofquitoes of an unufual flze, and venomous 
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beyond what I ever felt in any other country : two pair of thick (lockings were infuf- 
ficient to defend my legs from their attacks ; when in bed the curtains afforded fame 
protection, but the fervants, and even the boatmen, got no reft all night. A kind 
of reed that grows on the bank, breeds and harbours thcfe infects in the utmoft abun¬ 
dance ; fortunately, the colony does not extend many miles; a war-boat that rows quick 
can efcape them, but a heavy veffel mufi lie for one tide within their aftion. 

On the ill of June, at day-break, we left Panlang, and Hopped about nine o’clock 
at a hamlet on the right, where we faw a few gardens, and feveral travellers palling 
along a road at fome diftance on the plain. The river here contracts greatly, and 
does not appear to be more than two hundred yards acrofs. Our people having taken 
refreftiment, we continued our voyage. After leaving Panlang, the influence ol the 
tide becomes much weaker, and the water, during the ebb, is irefh. Our progrels was 
but flow, having neither wind nor ftream to befriend us. In three hours we reached 
Kettoree-Rua, or Parroquet village; and in two hours more came to Yangain-Chain- 
Yah. Here we entered the great river, and flopped for the night, our boats being 
faftened with hawfers to the bank. The courfe of the ftream was nearly north and 
fouth, and about a mile wide. 

Next morning, at the dawn of day, we pufhed off; and at one o clock joined the 
Maywoon, who, with his fuite and a vaft concourfe of boats, was waiting our arrival j 
he fent a polite meflage, with a prefent of fome milk, fine rice, and fruit. Heavy rains 
falling, we remained here all day: the banks were fleep, and there was nothing to 
attract notice. At a diftance on the oppofite fhore we could perceive the temple of 
Denoobew. 

At eight o’clock in the morning of the 3d of June the whole fleet got under way. 
Being now in the great river, and no longer fheltered by high and clofe banks, we 
fpread our canvas, and, favoured by a ftrong foutherly wind, failed againft the ftrearn. 
At nine we palled Denoobew, an extenlive town, ornamented with a lofty temple, 
refembling Shoedagon in form, but of fmaller fize. The adjacent fields appeared cut* 
iivated; feveral large mercantile boats were lying here, and more at a I malt village 
the oppofite fide ; and the river was ftill low ; the rains, although fet in, had not yet 
materially affefled it. We paffed, in the courfe of one day’s journey, many iflands of 
fand formed by different flreams of the river in the dry feafon, but which are entirely 
covered when the waters fwell 1 on fome of thefe iflands there are trees and verdure. 
We left the towns of Segahghec on the eall, and Sununeingtoh on the weft. Our 
journey this day was very delightful; the weather turned out fine, and the wind waff 
fo favourable, that though the ftream was ftrong, we paffed the banks at the rate of 
three miles an hour: there were not lefs than a hundred fail of boats of different forts 
in company, and the whole was a cheerful and pleafing fight, 1 he Maywoon being 
confidered as commodore of the fleet, his movements regulated the reft. We flopped 
at funfet near the town of Yeoungbenzah, where I miffed the Seredogeeof Pegue, who 
feldom failed making an evening vifit to drink tea, and aik queftions about Kngland. 
Baba-Sheen told me, that he was left behind at the head of the Rangoon river, where 
he was bargaining for another boat, his own being rather crazy, and fo deeply laden 
with merchandize that he durft not venture it on the great river, 

We left Yeoungbenzah at daybreak, and palled in our courfe feveral iflands of fand. 
In one place we perceived the roots and flump of a tree growing dole to the water’s 
edge, under a high bank, about fourteen feet beneath the i efface of the foil: this An¬ 
gular appearance is to be accounted for by fuppofing, that where the bank was now 
j-aifed, there had formerly been a fand level with the water, an which a tree took root,, 
■voi, ix, 3 n wm!' 
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and had teen covered by annua! accumulations from the river during the fcafon of 
Inundation, It is probable, that the tall reeds and coarfe grafs which every year rot and 
incorporate with the fand of the river form the fine foil of the plains ; thus aquatic 
exuvke are to be difeovered every where deep in the earth : the ft ream, however, 
wellies away on one fide as much as it depofits on the other, and, as is the cafe with all 
rivers flowing through champaign countries, is continually changing its channel. In 
the morning we palled Taykyatt, a long and ftraggling town on the weft fidej alfo 
Terriato, or Mango village, finall, but beautifully fituated on a high commanding bank 
that overlooks the country on the oppofite fide to a great diftance j it is furrounded 
by groves of mango trees, from which it takes the name* Taambooterra, on the fame 
fide, is a long town. The country, in this journey, did not appear fo well inhabited as 
that we paffed through the day before* At half paft four we came-to for the night at 
Kioumzeik, or Convent Stairs ; a long fand intervened between us and the town ; at 
this feafon the convex fide of the windings of the river always terminates in a level fand* 
Two temples, not large, but gilded on the outfide from top to bottom, made a very 
brilliant appearance. There were here many nionafteries, and the Rhahaans belonging 
to them were ft rolling up and down the banks, as curiofi ty led them* Near the river 
fide were fome fields planted with indigo, which throve in full luxuriance, and was 
nearly ripe ; the natives prepare it without any (kill : a large quantity of the weed was 
fteeping in an old boat funk in the river, which was fubftituted in the room of a vat. 
They do not take the trouble, or perhaps do not know how, to purify and reduce it to 
a hard refined confiftence, but are fatisfied with it in a liquid ft ate ; they ufe it to colour 
a coarfe kind of cotton cloth, which is manufactured here in great quantities. The 
indigo is very cheap, and doubtlefs might, by proper management, be cultivated in 
this country to the high eft advantage. 

The town of Kioumzeik is well built, and feems to be in a ftate of improvement : 
there are feveral interruptions in it, caufed by watcrcourfes, over which good wooden 
bridges are built* The manufacture of cotton cloth is the iburee of its pro/perity. A 
town called Henzadah, near to Kioumzeik, is of much greater antiquity. Numerous 
cart-roads and pathways evince that there is an extenfive communication main¬ 
tained with the interior country; but we faw little cultivation of grain, and only a few 
gardens, Buffaloes and other cattle were grazing in large herds on the neighbour¬ 
ing plain. 

On the next day, June 5th, we put off at the firft dawn, and patted in the courfe of 
our journey feveral final! villages, none of which prefented any thing worth notice .; 
Sekayebeeim, on the eaft, was the moft confiderable. The bank on one fide was high, 
and the fands extenfive on the other. The courfe of the river runs deep beneath an 
overhanging bank, at a.fluggHh rate, not exceeding a mile in the hour* The foutherly 
wind was not fo ftrong as ufual, and the temperature of the air had become much 
hotter ; the thermometer, which on the preceding day flood at 78°, on this rofe to 86° ; 
but {fill the heat was not oppreffive* AVe trough t-to in the afternoon, fouth of a town 
called Ackeo ; the evening was cloudy, and threatened a thunder ftorm ; a long and 
low ftrand lay between the boats and the town \ I did not go on fhore : Dr, Buchanan, 
however, ventured, and met with nothing to repay the trouble he took in traveriing a 
plain of heavy fand* 

We fet off the following morning at the ufual hour, and faw a few villages, but 
none remarkable; one on the eaft bank was fituated in a large garden of plaintain 
trees. At noon our boatmen tracked the boats along the fands, and thus made greater 
progrefs than they could either by rowing or fetting with poles. Notwithftanding the 
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general name of the Irrawaddy, I learned that different parts of it are diftinguifhed by 
different appellations, taken from places of note on its banks, as though we fhould call 
the Thames at appropriate places, the Gravefend river, the London river, &c, At two 
o’clock, the Iky lowered, and black clouds in the north-weft quarter threatened one of 
thofe violent gufts which are frequent at this feafon; the ledeegee, of his own accord, 
brought-to on the weft fide, under the fhelter of a high bank. As foon as the boat 
was made faft, the Dofitor and I clambered up the fteep; the country round was 
covered with reeds as tall as a man’s head; there were many pathways leading through 
them ; but we were diffuaded by the Birmans from entering, for fear of tigers, which 
are numerous here, and particularly frequent that kind of cover. The ftorm broke 
before it reached us, and, after a delay of two hours, we fet fail with a foutherly wind; 
palling a large village on the weft, the feree told me it was named Shwaye-Gaim, and 
that the inhabitants fometimes, during the rainy feafon, found gold-duft in the fand of 
the river, which is walhed down by the periodical rains. A town nearly oppofite, on the 
eaft fide, is called Sabbaymeoun. It was eight o’clock in the evening when we flopped 
clofe to the town of Gnapeezeik. Gnapee, or Napee, a fort of fprat half pickled and 
half putrid, has already been deferibed as a favourite and univerfal fauce ufed by the 
Birmans to give a reiiih to their rice; zeik fignifies a landing-place : whence we con* 
eluded that this town is an emporium for that commodity, which in itfelf forms an 
extenfive branch of traffic. 

Early in the morning we left Gnapee, and had to contend againft a ftrong current; 
with very little affiftance from the wind ; the weftern bank was planted with pipal and 
mango trees. Yeagaim, on the right, and Kanounglay, or Little Kanoung, on the left, 
were the moll remarkable places; near the latter we faw feveral plantations of fruit- 
trees, the mango, plantain, jack-fruit, and cuftard apple. The fields near it were 
regularly laid down, and well fenced; many boats, fome of them of a large fize, were 
building on the banks, and the general afpect of things denoted peace and plenty. A 
little time brought us to Kanoungghe, or Great Kanoung, a long town, with a good 
quay, and well conftrufiled wooden Hairs, confifting of one hundred Heps, defeending 
to the water’s edge, ft'he population of this part of the country mull be confiderable. 
In getting round a bluff point we found much difficulty, owing to the rapidity of the 
current; the fleet was in confequence widely fcattered, fome furmounting the ftreatn 
with more eafe than others ; the wind was but faint, and the weather exceedingly fultry. 
At two o'clock the thermometer rofc to 94°. Our boatmen being haraffed, I brought- 
to early in the evening, under a pleafant bank ; the May woo n had got far ahead. Before 
tea I walked out with my gun, but had no fuccefs, feeing only a few quails and fome 
wild pigeons. The country was tolerably well cleared; and, though there was not 
much cultivation, it feemed in a Hate of preparation for the hufbandman. 

Our progrefs on the following day was more expeditious; we loon reached the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Meyahoun, formerly Loonzay Rendered memorable in the wars between 
the Birmans and Peguers. It is a very ancient city, ftretching two miles along the 
margin of the river. Houfes in cities or in villages differ very little; but this town 
was diftinguifhed by numerous gilded temples, and fpacious convents ; a great variety 
of tall wide-fpreading trees gave the place an air of venerable grandeur; and under 
the fliade of thefe, feveral Rhahaans were luxurioufly repoling. V/e Taw nor lefs 
titan two hundred large boats at the different quays, which on an average, might be 
reckoned each at fixty tons burthen, all provided with good roofs, and mailed after 
the country manner. They feemed much better courtrufiled than the unwieldy 
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wullocks * of Bengal. I was informed that the neighbourhood of Meyahoun. Is 
uncommonly fruitful in rice, aijd that a large quantity is exported annually to the 
capital. Here alfo were capacious granaries belonging to the King, built of wood, 
and covered with thatch ; thefe are aiways kept filled with grain ready to be tranfported 
to any part of the empire in which there happens to be a fcarcity; a misfortune that 
fometimes occurs to the higher provinces, where the annual rains are neither fo cer¬ 
tain nor fo copious as in the fouthern diftrifts: this wife and humane infliturion 
flrongly evinces the folicitude of the monarch for the welfare of his people. Leaving 
Meyahonn, we paffed Pafheera, whence a nullah or watercourfc, leads to the fouth- 
weft; alfo Kilnggain: at both thefe places there were a number of trading boats. 
At half paft two o’clock we were affailed by a violent north-weft guft of wind, that, 
afling with the current, drove us back nearly two miles before we could reach the 
fhore. The river here was more than a mile wide, although it had not yet attained 
its full monfoon height. At four we again got under way, and faw, on the eaft fide, 
Tirroup-miou, or Chinefe town. During our journey this day we plainly difcerned 
the Anoupe&oumiou, or great weflern hills that divide this country from Arracan ; 
the particular mountains in fight, the boatman faid, were named Taungzo. The 
diftri&s we paffed through this day were exceedingly populous, and in mod parts 
cultivated. We broughfto late in the evening, under a fteep bank, near rheinconfider- 
able village of Tzeezau. 

We left, before daylight, a very uncomfortable fituation: the night was fultry, 
and the high bank that hung over us prevented a free circulation of air ; added to 
this, we were annoyed by myriads of ftinking infefts that iffued from the reeds and 
coarfe grafs. The pleafantnefs of the day compenfated for the inconveniences of the 
night. As we advanced the weflern range of hills clofed upon the river, and in forae 
places difplayed very beautiful feenery. Approaching the town of Peeing-ghee, on 
the weft fide, the rocky banks rofe abruptly to the height of two or three hundred 
feet, the fides of which were richly clothed with hanging trees of variegated foliage. The 
confinement of the water in this place increafed its rapidity, and I could not but admire 
the exertions made by the boatmen in Hemming fo violent a ftream j oars were ufelefs, 
and the perpendicular banks afforded no footpath to track; it therefore became necef- 
lary to impel the boat forward by bamboo poles, a labour at which the Birmans are 
uncommonly expert. When the pole is firm in the ground, they place the top of it 
againft the mufcles of the fhoulder, juft above the collar bone, then railing that 
fhoulder, and bending forward, they bring the whole weight of the body to bear 
upon the end of the pole; in this manner they traverfe the platform from ftem to 
Item, following each other in quick fucceffion on both fides of the boat, having final! 
thwart bamboos faftened on the platform, a yard afunder, to prevent their feet from 
flipping. Owing to this mode of fixing the end of the pole againft the mufcles that 
reach from the back of the neck to the fhoulder, a callocity is formed and a Birman 
boatmen always appears to be high fhouldered, I could not difeover why they pre¬ 
ferred that method to the more obvious and eafy one of pufhing with the flat of the 
fhoulder; they, however, performed what l am perfuaded none but Birmans could 
eflfeft. We were an hour in pafling the extreme force of the current, which did not 
exceed four hundred yards. 

The town of Peeing-ghee, and that of Sahlahdan, a little above it, export a great 
psit of the teak timbex that is carried to Rangoon* The forefts extend along on the 

* A heavy boat ufed or the river Ganges, 
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weftern mountains, anti were in fight from the boats. The trees are felled in the dry 
feafon, and, when the inonfoon fets in, are borne by the torrents to thefe towns. 
There was a fbip on the flocks clofe to Peeing-ghee, of 400 tons burthen; a Mu Hill¬ 
man merchant from Surat, out of economy, chofe this place for building at, in 
preference to Rangoon ; he meant, as foon as the hull fhould be finilhed, to float it 
down the ftreara. I was told that there was a good deal of hazard in the navigation, 
the diftance of which, including the windings of the river, probably exceeds 150 
miles; but he calculated the difference of expence to be adequate to the rifle. This 
adventurer furnilhed a proof of the confidence that might be placed in the Birman, 
government, and the fecurity that a ftranger has for his property. The teak tree, 
although it will gro-w on the plains, is a native of the mountains. The forefts, like 
molt of the woody and uncultivated parts of India, are extremely peftiferous; an 
inhabitant of the champaign country conlidcrs a journey thither as going to inevitable 
deftruCtion. The wood-cutters are a particular clafs of men, born and bred in. the hills 5. 
but even they are faid to be unhealthy, and feldom attain longevity. 

The difficulty of this day's journey had difperfed the fleet j the lighteft and beft 
manned boats of courfe got a-head of the reft, and feveral were obliged to join their 
crews, and carry up each veffel fingly by their united ftrength. Half a mile above 
Sahlahdan I overtook the Maywoon, who had arrived fome time before me, and 
was waiting for us. The boatmen being greatly haraffed, he recommended us to pafs 
the night here. In the evening we took a walk together : the Maywoon was attended 
by eight or ten fervants armed with fpears and inufquets: we both fired at game- 
without fuccefs. The Birmans, even the common boatmen, are fond of fowling to a 
degree of cbUdilh delight; rather than not fhoot, they will fire at fparrows. I never 
was more importuned than by them for {hot, which they do not know how to 
fabricate. No fchoolboy could be more pleafed than the ledeegee of my boat, when 
I one evening lent him a gun to {hoot wild pigeons. In this, as well as many other 
particulars, their difpofition is ftrikinglycontrafted with the habits of apathy and indolence 
that characterize the natives of Alia in general. My companions. Dr. Buchanan and 
Mr. Wood, not joining the party before dark, I expreffed my apprehenfions about 
them to the Maywoon, who was fo good as to difpatch a war-boat to their afliftance ; 
the DoCtov came about ten o’clock, but Mr. Wood’s people being quite exhaufted, 
he was obliged to flop three miles Ihort of us, and the baggage-boat did not arrive at 
all. A little after midnight I was awakened to receive the unpleafant intelligence that 
{he was wrecked : the boatmen, it feems, had nearly furmounted the difficult paffago 
below Peeing-ghee when, either from a remilfion of their efforts, or a more impetuous 
gufli of water than ufual, the boat fuddenly got ftem-way, and when once Ihe loft 
ground there was no recovering it; the boatmen refigned her to the current, which 
fwept her back with irrefiftible violence; fortunately, Ihe fet towards the fide, where 
a landing was practicable, and, taking the ground on a rocky bottom, Ihe bulged, and 
filled with water. The people got on fhore fafe, and it was expected that molt of the 
articles on board would be recovered $ but fuch as were liable to injury from the water 
were irretrievably fpoiled. 

Early the next morning, June 10th, Mr. Wood joined company, and the Maywoon 
fent an officer to Peeing-ghee, with directions to procure a proper conveyance for my 
people, and render them every poffible afliftance; he likewife intimated to me his 
defire to remain three or four days at Meayday, a town and diftricl two days’ journey 
north of Prome, which he holds in jaghire by a grant from the king. This intention 
was far from being difagreeable to me or to any of the party, as our boatmen were 
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fatigued, and the fervants and the guard required a fhort time to adjuft their conve¬ 
niences for the remainder of the voyage. 

The country contiguous to the river, in this day’s journey, was pleafingly diver- 
fified with hill and valley, and with fpots of cleared ground and hanging woods; the 
range of mountains retired in a wefterly direction as we advanced to the north, but 
fmaller hills Hill fkirted the river. We failed before a fine foutherly breeze, and 
enjoyed a climate far more temperate than I ever experienced in Hindotlan at the fame 
feafon of the year. 

We left, aftern on the weft, Podangmew, a large and populous city; on the right, 
Shwaye-do-mew was the moll important town. About noon we flopped to avoid a 
fquall from the north-weft: in the evening, my boat being ahead, I reached the city 
of Peeaye-mew, or Frome, on the call: fide} the other gentlemen did not crofs the 
river till next morning. 

CHAP. VII. — Dcfcriptwi of Prom. — Surprife excited by an European. — Promt 
fometimes called Terreketteree ■ — Origin of the Name: — Singular Analogy . — Vil¬ 
lage of Pouoodang ; — Temple; — Zee-ain ; — Kamma; — Neoungbenzeilc. — Gale of 
Wind. — Teoungbenzeik ; — Serraipnww ; — Trees ; — Soil. — Meeaday : — Houfe 
ereCled for the Englijh Agent: — Mode of Structure : — Birmans punctilious in ’what¬ 
ever relates to Rank. —. Town of Meeaday: — Indulgence to Strangers : — Cultiva¬ 
tion : — invited by the Maywoon to vift his Gardens :— Remarks: — meet a Caravan - 

— curious Stone — numerous Vifitants : —leave Meeaday. — Pafs Meealfab-gaini. 

— Reach Longhee. — Viftt a Kioum. — Tradition refpecling Longhee . — Romantic 
Scenery. — Tigers numerous . — Cattle ; — Soil; — Produce. — Excurfion of the Por- 
tuguefe Pantchoo .— Tangho: — a Fort and City of Importance. — Beetle Nut. — Kayns f 
or Mountaineers.—Shaiabunder arrives :—bis whimfical Appearance. 

PROMPTED by curiofity to view a place fo renowned as Prome is in Birman hif- 
tory, for having been the fcene of many long fieges and bloody conflicts, as foon as 
my boat was made fait 1 haftened on fhore, and a fhort way from the bank entered a 
long ftrait ftreet, in which I walked for near a mile. The buildings were not remark¬ 
able ; but, though I faw little to notice, I found that I was myfelf an object of uni- 
verfal wonder; an Englilh officer, dreffed in uniform, was a phenomenon perhaps 
never before feen in this part of the world. My attendants alfo created no little fur- 
prife ; the dogs, numbers of which infelted the ftreets, let up a horrid barking; the 
men gaped, the children followed me, and the women, as ufual, exprefied their 
aftonifliment by loud laughter and clapping their hands; yet not the leal! indication 
of contempt was manifelted, nor any thing done that could be conftrued into an inten¬ 
tion to oftend. Whichever way I turned, the crowd refpect fully opened, and the 
moll forward were reftrained by others. The notice I took of a little girl, who was 
alarmed at our appearance, feemed to be very gratifying to the parents, and the 
mother, encouraging her child, brought her clofe to me. Had I entered a houfe, I 
have no doubt but the owners would have offered me the bell it contained. Kindnefs 
to flrangers is equally the precept and the practice of Birmans. 

At the upper end of the prelent city are to be feen the ruins of the ancient fort of 
Prome: it had been a fmall pentagon, built of brick, and from its fituation mult have 
been very ftrong. The modern fort is nothing more than a palifaded mclofure with 
earth thrown up behind it. Low hills on the eaftern fide approach the town, in which 
the rains have formed channels down to the river, that are croifcd by wooden bridges. 

13 I palled 
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I palTed fome ft one-cut ter s’ yards, where artificers were manufacturing flags for pave¬ 
ments, and flabs and vafes for the ufe of temples, out of a fine freeftone which is 
found in that neighbourhood. Adjacent to the town there is a royal menagery of 
elephants, confifting of two rows of lofty well-built ftables, in which thefe animals are 
lodged during the rams. 1 faw foine that had been lately caught, under the difcipline 
necellary to render them docile. 

The city of Prome, and the province in which it ftands, are the jaghire, or eftate 
of the fecond fon of the king ; they likewife give him his title. Prome is fometimes 
called Terreketteree, or fmgle fkin: and the Birmans have an old legendary tale 
refpefting the origin of this name: it is related, that a favourite female Have of Tute- 
bong-mangee, or the mighty fovereign with three eyes, importuned her lord for a 
gift of fome ground; and being afeed of what extent, replied in fimilar terms with the 
crafty and amorous Elifa, when file proje£ted the fite of ancient Carthage. Her requeft 
was granted, and ihe ufed the lame artifice. The refemblance of the ftories is 
curious. 

I had not leifure to go through the whole of the town, but was informed that it 
contained more inhabitants than Rangoon, and had a better fupplied market. The 
Seree told me, that the ruins of a large fort and city, much furpafiing the prefent, 
ftood about a league eaftward of the town : the latenefs of the hour, however, pre¬ 
vented me from continuing my refearches. 

We departed from Prome at an early hour, on the 1 ith of June, and failed before 
a ftrong fomherly gale till we came to Pouoodang, a fmall village built on the weftefn 
bank or the river. A high hill, of a conical form, rifes abruptly behind it, on the top 
of which there is a temple of peculiar fan&ity, having once been the abode of" Gaudma; 
the irapreflion made by the foot of the divinity is (hewn indented on a flab of marble. 
The Maywoon had gone before us to perform his devotions at this place of worfliip. 
The hill feemed difficult of afeent; feveral of our people went up, but the day being 
wet and ftormy, I declined the undertaking. We afterwards made head againft a 
violent current, by the aid of a tempeftuous wind: there was, for a long way, little 
improvement dole to the river; obfeure hamlets, at diftant intervals, juft ferved to 
Ibew that the country was not without inhabitants. Zeeain, on the weft, appeared a 
pretty village. Towards evening we reached Katnmah, on the eaft fide: it is the chief 
town of a diftri£t that bears the fame name, and makes large exports of teak timber 
for the Rangoon market. We did not flop here, but continued our courfe as far as 
Neoungbenzeik, where we arrived too late to make many obfervations: this alfo is a 
town of fome refpeftability. We were here on a lee Ihore, under a high and rocky 
bank. The Maywoon not liking the appearance of the weather, and thinking it unfefe 
to remain in fuch a fituation all night, ordered the boatmen to row aerofs to a long 
fand, where we might be fecure from danger in the event of a florin : nor was this 
precaution ill timed; for about midnight it blew a hurricane: we, however, ran no 
rilk \ our boats touched the foft fand, and were moored by ftrong hawfers, reaching 
from the Item and ftern to the fliore. Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan, who had not 
come up, found Ihelter in a creek, where they paffed the night. As foon as the ftorm 
commenced, the Maywoon detached a war-boat to their afltftance. 

Our affociates joined the fleet betimes in the morning, and we failed immediately. 
Our journey this day was difagreeable, from the violence of the foulherly wind, which, 
meeting the ftream, caul'ed a heavy fwell: the boats pitched deep, and were very un- 
eafy. We palTed a fmall village on the left bank, whence, 1 was told, a road leads 
through the mountains to Arracan. yeoungbenzeik, or Indian fig-tree (lairs, on the 
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eaft fide, is a fine village, fituated in a romantic country; fo alio is Pelon, a place 
remarkable for boat-building ; and Samban, famed for its iron manufactory. At a 
particular part the river was divided into two diflinft branches, fcparated by a fand j 
each branch we judged to be a mile wide; and when the water rifes fo as to overflow 
the fands, the breadth cannot be lefs than four miles from bank to bank. Every vil¬ 
lage we favv was ornamented with one or more final 1 temples. In the evening we 
brought to, at a town called Sirriapmew. The country around was pleafingly diver- 
fified with dwelling grounds, covered with ftately trees, particularly with the tamarind 
and mango: Dr. Buchanan meafured one of the latter, and found it, at the height of 
his fhoulder from the ground, twelve feet in circumference: fome of the tamarind and 
pipal trees feeined ftill larger. Many of the rifing grounds were planted with indigo; 
but the natives fuffpr the hills, for the molt part, to remain uncultivated, and only 
plough the rich levels : they everywhere bum the rank grafs once a-year to improve 
the pafture. We faw many people at labour. The foil is a fine mould, and would 
produce abundant crops in proper hands: but the Birmans will not take much pains; 
they leave half the work to nature, which has been very bountiful to them. Their 
third; for conqueft does not feem to have enriched their country. 

In the morning, when we left Sirriapmew, the wind blew as ufual from the lbuth- 
ward with great violence. At noon we reached Meeaday, the perfonal eftate of the 
Maywoon of Pegue, who is oftener called, from this place, Meeaday Praw, or Lord 
-of Meeaday, than by his viceroyal titles. Here, in compliance with the wilhes of the 
Maywoon, we propofed Haying a few days. 

It is a mark of refpeft, and a diltinction of rank, for a perfon journeying on the 
water to have houfes built for his accommodation on the banks, at the places where 
he means to Hop. When the king goes on the river, or travels by land, buildings of 
the royal order of architecture are erefted wherever he is to halt. In the manner of 
conftrufting houfes, whether temporary or lafting, ftria obfervance is paid to the 
form, which is indicative of the rank of the occupant; nor dare any fubjeft aflinne a 
mode of ftructure to which he is not legally entitled : the diftinction confifts chiefly in 
the number of ftages of which the roof is compofed. The fubordination of rank is 
maintained and marked by the Birmans with the moft tenacious ftri&nefs; and not 
only houfes, but even domeftic implements, fuch as the beetle box, water flaggon, 
drinking cup, and horfe furniture, all exprefs and manifeft, by Ihape and quality, the 
precife ftation of the owner; nor can one perfon intrude upon the rights of another, 
under penalty of incurring a moft fevere punifliment, which is never remitted. The 
May woon had obligingly given direftions to have a houfe conftru£ted on the bank for 
us, of the order appertaining to nobility, but of what particular clafs I could not eafily 
afeertain; and I retrained from minute inquiries, as it might appear faftidious, and give 
an unfavourable impreffion to thofe whom it was my inclination to conciliate. 

T he materials of which thefe houfes are made are always eafy to be procured ; and 
the ftructure is fo Ample, that a fpacious, and by no means uncomfortable dwelling, 
iuited to the climate, may be erefted in one day. Our habitation, confiftim* of three 
j mall rooms, and a hall open to the north, in little more than four hours was in readi- 
nefs for our reception : fifty or fixty labourers completed it in that time, and, on emer¬ 
gency, could perform the work in much lefs. Bamboos, grafs for thatching, and the 
ground rattan, are all the materials requilite; not a nail is ufed in the whole edifice r 
a row of ftrong bamboos, from eight to ten feet high, are fixed firm in the ground’ 
which defcribe the outline, and are the fupporters of the building ; fmaller bamboos 
are then, tied horizontally by ftrips of the ground rattan, to thefe upright pofts; the 
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walls, compofed of bamboo mats, are faftened to the fides with fimilar ligatures; 
bamboo rafters are quickly raifed, and a roof formed, over which thatch is fpread in 
regular layers, and bound to the roof by filaments of rattan; a floor of bamboo grating 
is next laid in the infide, elevated two or three feet above the ground; this grating is 
fupported on bamboos, and covered with mats and carpets: thus ends the procefs, 
which is not more Ample than effectual. When the workmen take pains, a houfe of 
this fort is proof againft very inclement weather. We experienced, during our flay 
at Meeaday, a fevere ftorm of wind and rain; but no water penetrated, nor thatch, 
wfcaped : and if the tempeft fliould blow down the houfe, the inhabitants would run 
no rifle of having their brains knocked out, or their bones broken; the fall of the 
whole fabric would not crulh a lady’s lap-dog. 

Having got poffeffion of our dwelling, Mr. Wood, Dr. Buchanan, and myfelf, 
took a walk to view the town and adjacent country : our boats had brought-to at the 
fouthern extremity of Meeaday. It is a place of no great magnitude, but extremely 
•neat: there are two principal ftreets, and at the nortli end of the prefent town are to 
be feen the ruins of a brick fort, which, like all other forts of mafonry in the Birman 
empire, is in a ftate of dilapidation. At a fhort diftance there is a pleafant river which 
flows through a fertile plain, affording fome rich pafture-ground, and interfperfed with 
plantations of tobacco. On the fouth and fouth-eaft fides, the town is inclofed by a 
deep ravine, the banks of which are cut perpendicular; and the remains of an old 
brick wall were difcoverable, which was probably a defence to the former fuburb. We 
obferved many fmall temples and convents apart from the town, fituated in groves of 
mango, tamarind, and pipal trees of uncommon ftatehnefs and beauty. The May- 
woon had a refidence here, alfo a pleafure-houfe and beetle garden at fome diftance. 
Notwithftanding his manners were flail very forma!, and evidently defirous of little 
perfonal intercourfe, he continued invariably attentive, and daily fent me fuch prefeurs 
as he thought would be acceptable, fuch as fruit, fiJh, and milk. Although it is fmful, 
according to the Birman tenets, to deprive any being of life to latisfy a carnivorous' 
appetite, yet the inhabitants do not fcruple to kill game of all kinds, and abftain only 
from domeftic animals; even in this they often relax, and always grant a moll liberal 
indulgence to ftrangers. I was allowed to fend my Portuguese fervant to the neigh¬ 
bouring villages to purchafc fowls, which we got very good, and fbmetimes were able 
to procure kids. 1 he Birman farmers do not breed fheep, goats giving fo much more 
inilk. It was privately intimated to me, that there would be no crime if a fervant of 
mine Jhould flioot a fat bullock when he met one ; that it would be aferibed to acci¬ 
dent, and I might make reparation to the owner, who would think himfelf amply 
recompenfed for his Iofs by two tackals, about fix (hillings ; and the beaft being dead, 
there could be no fin in eating it; but that a public fan&ion could not previoufly be 
given to daughter one. I declined fupplying our table by this evafive logic, and pre¬ 
ferred the want of beef to the rilk of giving offence, and wounding the feelings of 
people who omitted no opportunity to mamiefl: towards us hofpitality and kindnefs. 

North of the town, about a mile, there is a good deal of cultivation, chiefly of rice; 
the fields were well laid down, and fenced. This quarter is beautifully wooded, and 
diverfified with rifing grounds. We obferved many cart-roads and path-ways leading 
into the country in various directions. The foil is compofed of clay and fand, and in 
fome places is-very ftony, particularly near the river. Early on the 14th the May- 
woon politely fent us an invitation to accompany him on the fame evening to h:s 
garden-houfe: 1 was not well, and excufed myfelf; Mr. Wood was other wife 
engaged, but the Doftor undertook to reprefent us. The Maywoon fupplied him with 
vol. ix, 3 0 a horfe 
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a horfe for his conveyance, and rode himfetf; they croffed the fmall river before men¬ 
tioned, and traverfed a country partly cultivated, and partly wooded: the road was 
indifferent, and led through two very neat villages. They alfo paffed leveral {haggling 
houfes, which, confidered as country cottages, were extrunely comfortable. In their 
way they law a caravan of waggons, which had come from a great diffance, loaded 
with goods of different forts for traffic. The inhabitants in many places were em¬ 
ployed in clearing the ground, and burning the long grafs and brufliwood. On 
arriving at the garden, about five miles diftant, the Maywoon and his company, among 
whom the doctor was the moil diftinguifhed, were regaled with tea and fweetmeats, 
and returned late in the evening nearly by the fame road. 

In the courfe of our walks, not the leaft curious object that prefented itfelf was a 
flat (tone, of a coarfe gray granite, laid horizontally on a pedeftal of mafonry, fix 
feet in length, and three wide, protected from the weather by a wooden (hed. This 
Hone, like that at Pouoodang, was faid to bear the genuine print of the foot of 
Gaudina; and we were informed, that a finular impreffion is to be feen on a large 
rock, fituated between two hills, one day’s journey weft of Memboo- On the plane 
of the foot tip wards of one hundred emblematical figures are engraven in feparate 
compartments: two convoluted ferpents are prefled beneath the heel, and five conch 
fhells, with the involutions to the right, form the toes: it was explained to me as a 
type of the creation, and was held in profound reverence* There is faid to be a 
ilmilar impreffion on a rock # on Adam’s Peak, in the ifland of Ceylon ; and it is tra¬ 
ditionally believed, both by the Birmans, the Siamefe, and the Cingalese, that 
Gaudania, or Boodh, placed one foot on the continent, and the other on the ifland 
of Ceylon. The neighbouring Rhahaans had no objection to my painter’s taking a, 
copy of it, a talk that he performed with great exaflnefsf. 

On our return, we met a caravan of waggons travelling from the fouthern country 
towards the capital, eighteen in number : thefe vehicles were well eonltrucbed, and 
more commodious and neat than the clumfy gawries or carts of India, Each 
waggon was drawn by fix bullocks, and feveral fpare ones followed, to fupply tho 
place of any that might fall lick or lame, A good tilted roof of bamboo, covered 
with painted cloth, threw off the rain. They contained not only merchandize, but 
alfo entire families, the wives, children, monkies, cats, parroquets, and all the 
worldly fubftance of the waggoner. Each bullock had a bell under his throat. The 
wheels not being greafed, a horrid noife announced the approach of the caravan long 
before it could be feen. They travel flowly, from ten to fifteen miles a day. At night 
the waggons are difpofed in a circle, and form a barrier, within which the carriers 
feed their cattle, light fires, and drefs their victuals, fecure from the attacks of tigers* 
which much infeft the lefs populous parts of the empire. 

We remained at Meeaday until the sad of June. During our llay I made fhort 
excurfions to different parts of the country, and found little variation in its appear¬ 
ance ; it was very beautiful, though but half cultivated, and I was every where 
treated with refpeft* The news of the million had reached the place before we 
arrived, and excited a general curiofity to fee the Boomien of the Colars, or the 
general of the Grangers, as they were pleafed to denominate me. Not only the better 
dafs of the inhabitants of Meeaday came to vifit us, but likewife people of condition 
from all the towns and villages twenty miles round i I have fometimes received eight 

4 See Baldams^ alfo Knox’s Hiftoncal Relation of Ceylon. 

1' Annexed is a plate of the impreifion, to enable the learned antiquary to compare this curious fjm- 
holic reprefeatation with the facred hieroglyphics of the ancient Egyptian*. 

*3 


or 


SYMES'S EMBASSY TO AVA. 


467 

or ten different companies in a morning. When a party wiflied to be introduced, a 
meflage was fent to alk permiffion; which being obtained, they entered the room in a 
crouching petition, and fat down on their heels, men and women alike; they always 
brought a gift of fornething, whatever they fuppofed might be acceptable; tobacco, 
onions, fine rice, &c.: no company prefented themfelves empty handed; it would 
not have been refpeftful; of courfe, their offerings drew from nie a fuitable return, 
fuch as fillets of Indian muffin to the women, and a Coflembuzar filk handkerchief to 
the men. Several parties of women came unaccompanied by their hufbands, or any 
of their male friends ; and according to the notions entertained by them, there was 
nothing indecorous in it; they were unconfcious of any thing but an innocent defire 
to gratify curiofity, and manifeft refpedl: women of a better clafs were always accom¬ 
panied by a train of female attendants; and, like the fex every where, were more 
lively, good humoured, and inquifitive, than the men. 

Early on the 1 2d of June matters were arranged for the profecution of our voyage, 
and the fleet was in readinefs to depart. The articles faved from the boat that had been 
wrecked below Peeing-ghee were dried; our attendants, however, had fuffered a 
material Iofs; but a ferviceable boat had been provided for them in lieu of the one 
that was loft. At eleven o’clock we pufhed off, the Maywoon leading the van :• the 
day turned out tempeftuous and gloomy, and the wind blew hard from the Couth. 
In a fliort time we parted Meealfah.gatn, on the weft, a large village at the toot of a 
fine fwelling wooded lawn, ornamented with fome neat temples. Our way through 
the water was very rapid, not lefs than five miles an hour; and at one time it blew fo 
violently, that we were obliged to make for the fhore. The range of hills, which in 
our courfe this day approached neareft to the river, were covered with a blue mift. 
We paffed fome villages of no note: the country feemed populous, and herds of cattle 
were grazing on the banks. About feven o’clock we brought-to for the night on the 
weft fide. 

At feven in the morning, after a night of unremitting rain, we left an uncomfortable 
fituation, and failed till we came to an extenfive ifland, which divided the river into 
two branches ; we took the eaftern fide, and, on account of the inclemency of the 
weather, brought-to at the lower town of Loonghee, oppofite the fouth extremity of 
the ifland. The width of the ftreain between the main land and the ifland is about 
500 yards. In the afternoon the rain ceafed, but the wind continued. Dr. Buchanan 
and I walked to a convent of Rhahaans, that feemed to be of more than ordinary note: 
we found it a good building, and, afeending a flight of fteps, took the liberty of 
entering without ceremony. The neatnefs of the infide correfponded with the external 
appearance: a number of Gaudmas, richly gilt, and of various fizes, were ranged on 
■a bench to receive the adorations of the pious. It was the eighth day of the moon, 
which is the Birman fabbath, and feveral perfons were fauntering up and down, wait¬ 
ing for the hour of prayer. The fuperior, a man advanced in years, was fitting on 
his elevated feat when we went in: he exprefled much furprife at our appearance and 
arefs, but was extremely civil: he prefented me with a fcroll, written with a fly I us on 
a papyrus leaf, which, he faid, contained a facred exhortation, and requefted I would 
preferve it in remembrance of Shoedagonga Seredaw, which, it feems, was his title. 
He afked why the doftor did not wear a fcarlet drefs like mine; and being informed 
of his profeflion, begged a prefeription for a fore throat, which almoft hindered him 
from articulating. 1 he doctor promifed to fend him a gargle, and we took our 
leave. 

The infant fon of the Maywoon had been unwell for fome time, and his illnefs 
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had now increafed to a dangerous height: the anxious parent fent Baba-Sheen to me to 
intimate his deiire of remaining where we were until his child grew better, the tem- 
peftuoufnefs of the weather agitating the boat fo much, that he was afraid it might 
Increafe the fever, I had no fcruple in indulging fo natural a wi£h ; but as the fpot 
we were in was much expofed, and had many difadvantages, we moved to a more 
commodious fituation, nearly two miles farther on, oppofite the north end of the 
ifland* A war-boat was difpatched exprefs to the capital to bring down medicine, and 
a celebrated profelTor of phyfic ; in the meantime all the phvficians of the country, to 
the number of twenty, were affembfed, to confult and prefcribe for the fick infant, 

Longhee, or Great Cable, takes its name from the following circumftance: a 
curious ligament of ftone unites a pointed rock, which riles in the middle of the 
ffream, with the oppofite bank; it has the appearance of a petrified cable, and the 
natives relate, that one hundred years ago a large rope, floating down the river, 
eeafed its courfe at this place, and that one end adhering to the rock, and the 
other to the bank, the rope was changed into ffconc. They alfo lay that the oppe- 
fke ifland formerly conffituted a part of one fituated fifteen miles higher up, but 
was fevered from it by an earthquake, and carried down to the place where it 
now reffs. The quality which the waters of the Irrawaddy pofiefs of changing wood 
into Hone, of which we afterwards faw innumerable in fiances, renders the traafmuta¬ 
tion of the cable by no means an impoffible cifqim ft an c e, The Birmans, however, 
are deeply tainted with that credulity which ignorance is ever dflpoied to pay to tales 
of fidlion and to miraculous events* 

Whether removed by an extraordinary convulfion of nature, and by a dill more 
extraardinaxy tranfportation, or whether encircled by the river, from the difpofition 
that all large ftreams flowing through a level country have to change their channel, 
would, perhaps, be difficult to afeertain ; but, whatever may have been the caufe^ 
the ifland now confixtutes a principal objedl in one of the nneft fylvan feenes I ever be* 
held* From a temple above Loonghee, that Hands by the river fide, on a command¬ 
ing cliff* whole fiunmit overhangs its bafe, the eye is gratified by a moft delightful 
combination of natural beauties: a fine flieet of water three miles in breadth, broken 
by an ifland more than a mile long, and half a mile wide, covered with trees of luxu¬ 
riant foliage; eminences on the oppofite ftiore, that rife from gently fw cl ling grounds 
clothed in wood, , to brown and rugged mountains, which, receding in an oblique di¬ 
rection, leave to the view a long and level plain; thefe altogether form a iandfeape 
which I never faw equalled, and, perhaps, is not to be excelled* How much did I 
regret that my drafliman, though flrilful in copying figures and making botanical 
drawings, was unacquainted with landfcape painting and perfpedtive, and that not one 
of ourfelves pofletfed any knowledge of that delightful art! Had Mr. Daniel, in his 
Oriental Travels, vifited this part of the world, the view from Loonghee would have 
flood confpicuous among thofe faithful and excellent rep reformations by which he has 
locally introduced India into England, and familiarized the European eye to the rich 
feenery of the eaft. 

We continued at this charming place until the fecond of July, when the child of the 
Maywoon, notwithfianding the prefeription of 20 do&ors, was declared out of danger. 
So long as recovery continued doubtful, I lent the Hindoo Pundit every morning to 
enquire after his health : this attention was taken in good part, and the Pundu ob¬ 
tained the honour of being introduced into the fick chamber, where he wifnefied the 
molt amiable demonftrations of parental tendernefs: both the father and mother were 
kneeling by the fide of the infant's bed, and attended on him themfelves day and night, 
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The dtfordcr proved to be an inflammatory fever, and their treatment of it was per" 
fedtly fimpie : tea made of wild thyme, and decoctions of feveral vegetable productions* 
were the only medicines adminiflered ; the reft was left to nature, who accomplifhed 
her part. They did not, however, negleCt to call in the aid of fupernaEural remedies ; 
incantations were ufed and amulets applied, to the efficacy of which much was attri¬ 
buted. Whatever might have been the caufe, the recovery of the child afforded very 1 
general fatisfaction ; every body feemed to feel an intereft in his fate. 

We made feveral fhort excurfions during our continuance at Loonghee: the 
country to the fouthward was well cultivated, and the fields inclofed by if rang hedges 
of thorn ; the foil is light and fandy, with many loofe Hones; the ground, for the 
moft part, uneven, and rifmg into gentle acclivities. There were feveral neat vil¬ 
lages within the difiance of two or three miles ; a deep ravine, formed by the monfoon 
rains, extended inland from the river, the banks of which were covered with Hunted 
trees. Dr. Buchanan, in following its courfe, perceived in the fund the frefh tracks 
of a tiger, and prudently returned. On enquiring, I underftood that the adjacent 
wood contained many of thefe defiruclive beafts, who frequently at night come down 
the bed of the water-courfe to quench their thirft at the river. I went the next day 
with the Doctor and an armed party to the place, and plainly traced in the fand the 
footfleps of two tigers, a large and a fmall one; this difeovery rendered us cau¬ 
tious of purfuing game into the foreHs. We found partridges, hares, quails, and 
wood pidgeons, in the open fields; but the jungle fowl, or wild poultry, kept clofe 
in the thick covers, where we heard the cocks crow, but did not dare to venture after 
them. We faw on the ifland, which is a very romantic fpot, a few deer, and three 
buffaloes; the former were extremely wild; we fired at them without fuccefs, but were 
more fortunate in killing a number of pidgeons of a beautiful plumage and excellent 
to eat. 

The cattle ufed for tillage and draft in this part of the country are remarkably good; 
they put only a pair in the plough, which differs little from the plough of India, and 
turns up the foil very fuperficially. In their large carts they yoke four and often fix : 
walking out one day, I met a waggon drawn by four Hout oxen, going at a hand gal¬ 
lop, and driyen by a country girl Handing up in her vehicle, who leeined to manage 
the reins and a long whip with equal eaie and dexterity: this was a novel fight to a 
perfon accuHomed to the flow moving machines of India, in which the women are 
almofi too timorous to ride, much lefs to attempt to guide. 

I he foil in the neighbourhood of I.oonghee is very favourable for the cultivation of 
cotton; we faw many fields planted with it, in which the fhrub was growing ftrong and 
healthy. In one field a man was fowing fefamum: the light dry grains anlvver here 
better than rice, which thrives only in low and moiH grounds. 

My Portugueze fervant Pauntchoo, whom I had difpatched along with a Birman in 
quefi both of fowls and kids, was abfent for three days; a circumffance that gave rife 
to forne uneafinefs on his account, from the fear of his having been devoured by tigers: 
he, however, returned faf'e, and informed me that he had been to a town nine leagues 
diflant, and in his way paffed through feveral villages, and a country thickly inhabited. 
When he had concluded his bargain, he procured a fmall cart to carry his purchafe 
to Loonghee, and could not prevail on the owner to accept of any thing more than a 
Coffembuzar filk handkerchief. All the manufactures of India are highly prized by the 
Birmans, although many articles are not at all fuperior to what they make themfelves. 
Pauntchoo alfo reported, that there was a well-frequented road leading to the city of 
Tongho, which was difiant fifteen days’ journey, the capital of a rich and populous pro¬ 
vince. 
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vince, that bears the fame name, and is governed by one of the King’s Tons, who takes 
his title from it, being called Tongho Teekien, or Prince of Tongho : he added, that 
its inhabitants excelled in the manufa&ure of cotton cloth, and their country produced 
the betl beetle nut in the empire, a luxury in which Birmans of all ranks indulge fo 
freely, that it is become with them almolt a neceffary of life. In one of Pauntchoo’s 
expeditions acrofs the river he met with a village inhabited by Kay ns, a race of moun¬ 
taineers perfectly diitinft from the Carianers, and fpeaking a language differing radi¬ 
cally both from theirs and that of the Birmans. They were originally inhabitants of 
the Arracan mountains, whom the Birmans, fince their conqueft of that kingdom, 
have prevailed on, partly by force, and partly by mild treatment, to abandon their 
native hills, and fettle on the plain. There are feveral fmall fociedes of thefe people 
eftablilhed near the foot of the mountains farther north. The Carianers are not to be 
found higher up than the city of Prome. 

Every thing was now in readinefs for us to take our next departure, and the firft of 
July was fixed upon to leave Loonghee. On the morning of the 29th of June we were 
furprized by an unexpected vifit from the Portugueze Shawbunder of Rangoon, who 
has already been mentioned as having been at Ummerapoora, the capital, at the time 
of our firft arrival. He had been ordered down from court to meet the deputation, 
and came with all the pomp that his flation would allow him to difplay ; his barge was 
profufely decorated with colours, and his boatmen were dreffed in uniform. On land¬ 
ing, he fird paid his compliments to the Maywoon, and afterwards waited on me at 
my boat. 

The appearance of this naturalized Portugueze was calculated rather to excite laugh¬ 
ter than refpeft: he wore a long tunic of old velvet decorated with taraiihed gold lace, 
and on his head a broad brimmed hat flapped, bound alfo with gold. He fpoke the 
language of Hindoftan imperfectly, but well enough to make himlelf underftood. 
After an awkward falutation, half in the Birman, half in the European manner, he 
informed me that he had been fent by an order from the Lotoo, or Grand Council, to 
meet the Englidi deputation, and to acquaint me that His Majefty had been pleafed to 
direct that three officers of diftinguilhed rank fliould proceed to Pagahm-mew, a city 
feven days’ journey below Ummerapoora, to wait our arrival, and efeert us to the 
capital. The King, he obierved, had done me the extraordinary honour to fend a 
rovai barge for my perfonal accommodation, with two war-boats to tow it: this was 
confidered as a flattering mark of His Majefty’s good inclination, and we drew from it 
a favourable omen. To have our barge drawn by war-boats w r as an honorary privilege 
granted only to perfons of the firft conlequence; it is grounded on the idea that it is 
inconfiftent with the dignity of a man of high rank to be in the fame boat with people 
of fuch mean condition as common watermen ; it is a lingular refinement, and furnilhes 
an additional inftance of the characteriftic pride of the nation. The Shawbunder dif¬ 
play ed great fhrewdnefs in his converfation. He a Iked me feveral queftions refpefling 
the powers with which I was inverted; and as the vifit might in fome degree be con- 
fidered as official, I in part gratified his curiofity, by explaining in general terms the 
nature of the million, and the capacity in which 1 expected to be received, without at 
all difclofing the fpecific objects I had in view. 
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CHAP. VIII .—Leave Longhee.—Extenflve Ifland.—Keendoo Praw.—Meegheoung-ycy, 
or Crocodile Town. — Meein-yah. — Patanagoh. — Magway. — Spanzkk. Strong Cur- 

rgnt. Hills clothed with H ood. — Maynbu. — Shoe-Lee-Rua, or Golden Boat Village. 

—Gold the Type of Excellence. — Yaytiangheoum , or Petroleum Creek.—Petrified 
Wood. — Barren Country. — Pcngkioum. — Scmbeinghe-wm. — SillabmEW. Manufac¬ 
tory of Silk .— Crotolaria Juncea. — Mountain of Poupa. — Seengbco. —BullockJlain 
by'a Tiger, —loos, an ugh Race .— Temple of Logah-nundah .— City of Pagahm. — 
Ncoundah. — Birman Deputies. — Mufic. — Dancing. — Beautiful Manufactory of 
lackered Ware. — Temple ofSboezeegoon. — DeJlrulTrve Conflagration. — Numerous 
religious Buildings. — Gigantic Figure of the Divinity in a recumbent Poflure : — 
another Image creel. — Oil Mills. 

THE Shawbunder left Loonghee on the fir ft of July, to announce our approach to 
the Birman officers, who were already arrived at Pagahm : wepoftponed our departure 
until the Following day, and at feven in the morning quitted this pleafing and rinal 
place. In our journey we puffed many towns and villages; fomet hues we went fwlftly 
through the water, at others we were ftationary, and even loft ground, as the wind 
frequently fubfided, and the ftreani was very rapid. The range of Arracan mountains 
appeared to recede weftward ; and about three o’clock we came to a large illaruHormed 
by feparate arms of the river; there was a pyramidical temple on it, called keendoo 
Praw, and feveral fmaller ones railed on a high terrace- I eftimated the extent ot the 
ifland to be two miles : at the upper end we eroded the river, and flopped a mile abo\e 
Meegheoung-yay, at pall feven in the evening. __ 

Meegheoung-yay, or Crocodile Town, is a place oF much trade and importance; 
there were not lefs than 100 targe boats, and Feveral fmaller ones, lying at different 
flairs, which, my people faid, were taking on board rice, onions, garlic, and oil, for 
the conJumption of the capital. Jt ftands on a very high bank, and has fewer religious 
buildings than any town we had feen of equal magnitude- Dr. Buchanan went on 
ftiore at daybreak, and obferved in his walk feme neat farms, each of them containing 
four or five cottages, better built than houfes in towns ufually are: they were fenced 
round with wide inclofures to receive the cattle, of which there was great abundance. 
The fields were divided by thorn hedges ; the low grounds prepared for rice, and the 
higher planted with leguminous fhrubs, or left for pafture. 

Early on the third we paffed Meeinyah : between that and Patanagoh, on the eaftem 
fliore, there was a flop in g bank planted with indigo, which was then ripe, and the vil* 
lagers were cutting it. Melloon on the weft fide, feemed rich in temples, but the 
town was no way diftinguifhed. Patanagoh had only one temple, which was Iplendtdly 
gilded; it is a long ftraggling village, and every houfe had a comfortable garden, 
enclofed by a bamboo rail mg, with orchards of palmyra, plantain, and mango ttees . 
here, likewife, were many ^boats of burthen waiting to receive a cargo. Numerous 
villages were feattered along the banks, which, as the wind blew ilrong, and we were 
obliged to keep the middle of the river, there was no opportunity of examining. Ihis 
# day we palled feme fandy iflands, and brought-to early in the evening, on the ealtern 
fide, between the towns of Magway and Spaazeik. I took a walk before tea, and 
could difeover little cultivation in the vicinity of the river: the land was Itony, and 
covered with low thorn trees, in which we faw jungle fowl, and other game- Herds 
of young cattle were grazing among the thickets; we crofted fume cart roads, and 
met feveral peafants- 
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At daybreak next morning we fet fail with a fair and fteady wind, by the force of 
which the fleet fteimned a itrong current. Low woody hills ikirted the river, par¬ 
ticularly on the eaftem lide; on the fummits oflbme of thefe hills temples were railed; 
and one on the wefltern bank, called Maynbu, appeared to be confiderable. The 
river, except where it was interrupted by iflands, could not be lefs than two miles 
acrofs. We palled a village named Shoe-Lee-Rua, or Golden-boat Village, from its 
being inhabited by watermen in the-fervice of the King, whofe boats, as well as every 
thing elfe belonging to the Sovereign, have always the addition of fhoe, or golden, 
annexed to them 4 even His Majefty’s perfon is never mentioned but in conjunction 
with this precious metal. When a fubjett means to affirm that the King has heard 
any thing, he fays, t£ It has reached the golden ears j” he who has obtained admiilion 
to the royal prefence, has been at the golden feet; the perfume of otta of rofes, a 
nobleman obferved one day, “ was an odour grateful to the golden nofe.” Gold, 
•among the Birmans, is the type of excellence: although highly valued, however, it 
is not ufed for coin in the country ; it is employed fometimes in ornaments for the 
women, and in uterifils and ear-rings for the men j but the greatefl quantity is 
expended in gilding -their temples, on which vaft fums are continually lavilhed. 
The Birmans prel'ent the fubftance of their gods, and aferibe its qualities to their King. 

After pafling various fands and villages, we got to Yaynangheoum, or earth-oil 
(Petroleum) creek, about two hours pad noon. The country now difpiayed an afpeCt 
-differing from any we had yet feen ; the furface was broken into fmall feparate hills, 
■entirely barren, and deditute of vegetation, except fome ftunted bufhes that grew 
on the declivities, and in the dells, and a few unhealthy trees immediately in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the villages : the clay was difcoloured, and had the appearance of red 
ochre. We were informed, that the celebrated wells of Petroleum, which fupply the 
whole empire, and many parts of India, with that ufeful product, were five miles to 
the eaft of this place. The Seree brought me a piece of done, which he allured me 
was petrified wood, and which certainly had much the appearance of it. In walking 
about, I picked up feveral lumps of the fame, in which the grain of the wood was 
plainly diicemible; it was hard, filiceous, and feemed compofed of different lamina. 
The Birmans faid it was the nature of the foil that caufed this tranfmutation ; and added 
that the petrifying quality of the earth at this place was fuch, that leaves of trees 
fhaken off by the wind were not unfrequently changed into Hone before they could be 
decayed by time. The face of the country was altered, and the banks of the river 
'were totally barren ; the ground was fuperficially covered with quartz-gravel, and 
■concreted maffes of the fame material were thickly fcattered. The mouth of the creek 
was crowded with large boats, waiting to receive a lading of oil; and immenfe 
pyramids of earthen jars were raifed within and round the village, difpofed in the 
■fame manner as Ihot and (hells are piled in an arfenal, This place is inhabited only 
■by potters, who carry on an extenfive manufactory, and find full employment. The 
Imell of the oil was extremely offenfive; we faw feveral thoufimd jars filled with it 
ranged along the bank j fome of thefe were continually breaking, and the contents, 
■mingling with the fand, formed a very filthy confidence. Mr. Wood had the 
■curiofity to walk to the wells: bur, though I felt the fame defire, I thought it prudent 
to poftpone vifiting them until my return, when I was likely to have more leifure and 
to be lefs the object of obfervation. 

Atfeven in the morning on the 5 th of July, we left the neighbourhood of Earth-oil 
Weus. Alter pafling PenkSoum, where a fmall river unites with the Irrawaddy, 
-the face of the country refumed its verdant appearance, and the trees (hot up with 

- their 


SYMES’S EMBASSY TO AVA. 


473 


'tl’eir ufual vigour. The bed of the river from bank to bank, was very wide ; we 
iudfed it to be four miles; but the ftream, being divided into different channels, 
formed low intermediate iflands of fund, which are covered when the waters attain 
their utmoft height. On the left we faw the town of Sembewghewn, whence there is 
a road that leads through the weftem hills into Arracan, which is accounted much the 
leaft difficult paffage; this is the place to which all Bengal articles of merchandize 
imported by way of Arracan are brought, and are here embarked on the Irrawaddy. 
Shortly after we faw a large town on the eaftern fide, with feveral neat temples ; it 
was called Pakang-yay: lofty palmyra, the tamarind, and banyan trees, fpread a 
pleafant lhade around it; here alfo were fome heavy trading boats. The weftem 
ffiore Teemed rich and level; we brought-to about fix in the afternoon, a little below 
Sillah-mew, a large town remarkable for its manufaftories of filk. The fleet had not 
long been moored when the retail merchants flocked down to the water fide to difpofe 
of their wares; they carried in lackered boxes pieces of fifteen cloth, and of filk and 
cotton mixed, which they offered for fale at what I confidered a very high price. I 
was alked fifteen tackal, about al. fterling, for a piece of moderate fineness, five yards 
long and barely one yard wide: they were moftiy woven in patterns adapted to the 
Birman drefs. The filk, of which thefe goods are made, comes from Yunan, the 
iouth-weft province of China: it is brought from Ummerapoora to this place in a 
raw Hate, and is returned in the web. The colours are bright and beautiful, but do 
not appear to be durable; the texture is clofe and ftrong ; and it wears, as I was 
informed, much longer than any China or Indian manufafture. 

Sillah-mew is a handfome town, fhaded by wide fpreading trees, and embelhihed 
with feveral temples. A fmooth bank floping to the river, and clothed with the 
fineft verdure, adds much to its beauty. The foil in general is but poor; fome fields 
were regularly fenced, and cattle in large herds were grazing in the neighbourhood. 
Dr. Buchanan informed me that he faw the crotolaria juncea growing fpontaneoufly, 
which would yield good Hemp or flax. 

On the fixth of July we made but little way; the current was violent, and the 
wind not ftrong enough to enable us to Item it: we were obliged to have recourfe 
to poles, and were puffied forward with exceffive labour by the boatmen; in one place 
where an ifland contrafted the ftream, we fent out an anchor a-head in a fmall cutter, 
and hauled on it by a hawfer. The Arracan mountains appeared to the weft, and a 
confpicuous hill, lofty, and of a conical form, called Poupa, was in fight to the 
eaftward: a few villages, and many temples, ikirled the banks. In the afternoon 
the fleet made fall to the eaftern fliore ; there was neither town nor village nigh ; it 
was about four miles below Scenghoo; and though we faw little cultivation, there 
were feveral herds of cattle. Dr. Buchanan, whole ardour fqr botanical rdearches 
often made me apprehenfive for his fafety, in wandering through the thickets m queft 
of plants, heard the report of a mulket at a diftance ; on his approach to the i pot, 
he found fome peafants about to fkin a bullock that had juft been killed by a tiger : 
the fliot had caufed the animal to abandon his prey, and in its retreat it molt fortunately 
took another way from that which the Doftor came. This was not the only tune that 
his thirft after knowledge, and reliance upon his gun, led him into danger. A 
mulket is a very precarious defence againft the fudden afiault of the moft ferocious and 

terrible of all animals. , , , , . r _ n 

Whilft we were at tea, the Seree informed us, that further on there is a ima.t 
river which enters the Irrawaddy, at a place called Yoo-wa, and that two days 
iournev up this river is a large town called Yoo-miou; he obferved alio, that an 
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extenfive trad of country is inhabited by a people called Yoo, whom he reprefented 
as exceedingly ugly, having protuberant bellies and white teeth. The Birmans, it is 
to be obferved, both men and women, colour their teeth, their eyeiafhes, and the 
edges of their eyelids,‘with black *. The Yoos are fubje&s of the Birman flate, and 
obferve the fame religious worihip j they fpeak the language of Tavay, which is 
nothing more than a provincial dialed of the Birman tongue* 

We left our nightly fhation at the cuflomary hour, and, favoured by a fair breeze, 
failed through a country diverfified by fmall barren hills, on which there was little 
vegetation, and by green fertile valleys, cultivated and laid out in farms. The 
petrifactions, like tbofe we found at Yaynangheoum, were frequent here : indigo was 
growing in one of the valleys. About twelve o'clock we came to a rocky point that 
projeded far into the river, round which the current fet with fuch exceflive rapidity 
that our boats were a long time in getting pall, and did not at length effeft it without 
difficulty and fome danger. The Maywoon obligingly fent his war-boats to our 
affiflance. After we had furmounted this impediment, we came to a green level bank, 
where there was a wide range of pafturage, and many cattle feeding, Seenghoo is a 
large town; in its neighbourhood, and for a great diftance along the eaftern bank, 
fmall temples were built elofe to the river. We did not make much way in this 
day’s journey, although our labour was great. In the evening we brought-to near 
Keahoh, a poor village where the inhabitants get their livelihood by extracting molaffes 
from the palmyra tree, of which they make tolerably good fugar* 

Although the foil near the river is in moft places unproductive and barren, yet, 
as we advanced northwards on the following day, population increafed, Every little 
hill and rifing ground was crowned with a temple j that of Logah-nundah is diftinguifhed 
for its fuperior fize $ it is a cluinfy inelegant mafs of building, elevated on a 
femicircular terrace $ the bafe is painted with different colours, and the cupola is 
richly gilded. 

Leaving the temple of Logah^mndah, we approached the once magnificent city of 
I agahm. We could fee little more from the river than a few ftraggfing houfes, which 
bore the appearance of having once been a connected ftreet: in fa£f, fcarcriy any 
thing remains of ancient Pagahm, except its numerous mouldering temples, and 
me veftiges of an old brick fort, the ramparts of which are ftill to be traced. The 
town of Neoundah, about four miles to the north, which may be called a continuation 
. ^agahm, has flounfhed in proportion as the latter has decayed. We paffed a fmall 
river named m the days of fplendour, Shoe-kiaung, or the Golden Stream : here we 
1 pent a night, rendered unpleafant by the ftormy weather. 

We reached Keoundah early on the 9th of July, At this place the deputation 
rom the capital, of which I had been apprized by the Shawbimder, was waiting my 
an ivaL J he Seree informed me, that a temporary houfe, which I faw on a clear 
piece of ground about 100 yards from the brink, had been erefted as a compliment 
to me; it was much larger than that which the Maywoon had prepared at Meeaday. 

any in the afternoon I left my boat, and was received at the houfe by the Birman 
omcers witn every formal teftimony of refpeft 3 on a part of the floor, elevated a few 
inches, a carpet was fpread, on which 1 took my feat. The principal perfon of the 
^potation was a \v oondock, or junior councilor of ftate j the others were the 

Eirma 1 n ^ particularly the operation of colouring the ryelaflies; 

The cXnf l ***** 11 5 the 7 it beneficial as mtt as becoming. 

Lae coUynum they oie is called fuma, the Perfian name of amimony, 
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governor of a diflrifl called Mieogdong north of Ava, the governor ofpcin-keing 
bordering on China, and the commandant of the Siamefe guards* The Woondock 
was a lively man* about forty-five years old ; the reft appeared of more advanced 
age, not Ids than fixty-five or feventy : they all wore the tfaloe, or chain of nobility. 
The Woondock, though from his ftation he had the precedence of the reft, yet was 
not of fiich high rank as the two governors- The utmoft decorum was preferved at 
this meeting ; the Woondock fpoke in the name of the others, and Baba-Sheen inter¬ 
preted in the language of Hindollan, After pompoufly expatiating upon the honour 
which His Birman majefty had been pleafed to confer on me, by fending a deputation 
to welcome me, and a barge with war boats to tow it, he alked fome trivial queftions, 
and offered his Cervices to procure whatever we flood in need of* Having difeourfed 
for a fliort time, a band of imific and a company of dancing girls were introduced; 
drums, gongs, the Indian fyrinda, or guitar, the Birman harp and fiddle, with loud 
and harfh clarionets, almoft deafened us with their noife* Among the dancers, one 
girl much excelled her companions in fymmetry of form and elegance of movement; 
ftie was richly dreffed, and in fhewing the modes of dancing praftifed in different 
countries, difplayed a fine perfon to great advantage* The manner of Gaffay is moft 
conlonant to the Englifh tafte, in which the time varies fuddenly from quick to flow* 
The entertainment, however, feemed entirely loft upon the elders, who fat in foleinn 
infenfibility, chewing their beetle nut, and regarding with profound gravity the volup¬ 
tuous attitudes of a very beautiful woman* The amufement did not end till part nine 
o'clock. I directed a few pieces of filver to be diftributed among the muficians and 
dancers* The Birman officers retired without ceremony, and we paffed the night on 
board our refpeftive boats. 

The next morning I was again vifited in form, with the additional honour of the 
company of the May woon of Pegue, a compliment which, either from pride or policy, 
he had never before condescended to pay ; the Woondock, however, was here his 
fuperior* We converfed for an hour on indifferent fubje&s, and the Maywoon informed 
his friends that Dr Buchanan was a botanift, and had made feveral drawings of plants* 
On a wifh being expreffed to fee them, the Doftor obligingly gratified their curiofity 
with a fight of fome that had been executed by the Bengal painter, under his own 
mCpeftion; thefe were inftantly recognifed by the Birmans, who mentioned the names 
of the originals: they are themfelves fond of vegetable productions, which they ufe 
very generally in medicine. About eleven o'clock the affembly broke up, and it was 
fettled that we Jhould purfue our journey on the following day* 

The remaining time was fpent in viewing as much of this once flourifhing city as the 
fhortnefs of our flay would admit On entering the town, we came into a long, nar¬ 
row, winding ftreet, about thirty feet wide; the houfes were built of bamboo, and 
railed from the ground : this ftreet was full of fhops, containing no other articles than 
Uckered ware : boxes, trays, cups, &c. varnifhed in a very neat manner, were dif¬ 
played in the front of the ftiops ; they were of various colours ; fome had figures painted 
on them, others wreaths of flowers* Leaving this ftreet, we croffed a watcr-courfe on 
a good wooden bridge, and came to the bazar, or provifion market: the green-ftalls 
feemed to be well provided with rice, pulfe, greens, garlic, onions, and fruit j there 
were alfo frefh fifh, Gnapee* and dead lizards, which latter the Birmans account a 
delicacy: but there was not any meat* In our progrefs, we paffed over another bridge, 
and Jaw fev ral ftreets running in parallel lines $ fome of thefe were inhabited by car¬ 
riers, whofo cattle were feeding n rice ftraw round their houfes. Having reached 
the extremity of the town in this dir £tion, we came upon a well paved road, that led 
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to the great temple named Shoezeegoon, to which we proceeded. On each fide of 
the road there was a range of linall temples, neglefted and in rums : the kioums, or 
monafteries were in good repair, and we ihw fome handfome houfes for the accom¬ 
modation of flrangers. Shoezeegoon is neither fo large nor fo well built as the tem¬ 
ples at Rangoon or Peguej the height does not exceed 150 feet. it is furrounded by 
a fpacious area paved with broad flags, on which there are a number of leffer buildings, 
profufely gilded, and laborioufly carved. A ftaircafe on the outfide leads up to a gal¬ 
lery, about a third of the height of the principal temple, whence we had an extenfive 
profbea of the country, which appeared to be exceedingly unproductive and barren: 
the ruins of innumerable religious buildings were to be leen in every dnLotion, which 
cover a fpace of ground not lefs than fix or feven miles along the river, and three miles 
inland. Pagahm is faid to have been the refidence of forty-five fucceffive monarchs, 
and w r as abandoned 500 years ago in confequence of a divine admonition: whatever 
mav be its true hiftory, it certainly was once a place of no ordinary fpkndour. Return¬ 
ing'by a different way, we walked through an alley occupied by blackfmiths’ fliopsj 
furnifhed with bill-hooks, fpike nails, adzes, &c. A little farther on wefaw the ruins- 
of a ftreet that had been confumed by fire only two days before: from feventy to 
eighty houfes were deftroyed by the conflagration. It was the Tackally, and thefuf- 
ferers were the already wretched, the miferable public proftitu tes. 

In the afternoon I direaed my walk fouthward, and was much furprized at the num¬ 
ber of religious edifices I beheld. They differ in ltruSure from thofe which we had 
feen in the lower provinces ; inftead of a flender fpire rifing to a great height from an 
expanded bafe, the temples of Pagahm, in general, carry up a heavy breadth- to very 
near the top, and then come abruptly to a point, which give a clumfy appearance to 
the buildings. Many of the inoft ancient temples at this place are not folid at the bot¬ 
tom $ a well arched dome fupports a ponderous fuperfl.ru ctu re; within, an image of 
Caudina fits enfhrined ; four Gothic doorways open into the dome: in one of thefe I 
faw a human figure ftanding ereft, w’hich the Seree* told me was Gaudma; and an¬ 
other of the fame perfonage lying on his right fide afleep, both of gigantic ffature. 
The divinity, however, is rarely to be found in thefe attitudes ; the pofture in which 
he is generally depictured is fitting crofs-legged on a pedeftal, adorned with reprefent- 
ations of the leaf of the facred lotus carved upon the bafe j the left hand of the image 
refts upon his lap, and the right is pendent. Paffing through the fuburbs, we came 
to a part where the inhabitants were employed in expreffmg oil from the fefamum feed : 
the grain is put into a deep wooden trough, in which it is preffed by an upright timber 
fixed in a frame j the force is increafed by a long lever, on the extremity of which a 
man fits and guides a bullock that moves in a circle, thus turning and prefling the feed 
at the fame time: the machine was Ample, and anfwered the purpofe effeftually. 
There were not lefs than 200 of thofe mills within a narrow compafs. From the cir- 
cumftance of the cattle being in good order, we concluded that they were fed on the 
feed after the oil was extracted. The land about Pagahm fcarcely yields fufficient vege¬ 
tation to nourilh goats. 

m I ftifpeft the authenticity of my information on this point, which, I imagine, proceeded from igno* 
Mice in the Scree. Of thefe figures, which he called Gaudma, I conceive the one ere£t to be the Hindoo 
Ananda, the other, Na-ra-yan, fleepmg on the waters. 
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CHAP. IX. —Embark on board the royal Barge. — Leave Pagabm. — Singular Caves. 

._ Birman Hermits, — Pa/s Sirraykioum. — Gnerroutoh.—Country populous. — Shwaye- 

Bong. — Keonzeec .— Toucbeec. — Lcepac, or pickled Tea. — Riouptann, or Line of 
Rocks. — Tanoundain .— Tirroup-me-a /, or Chinefe Town. — The Keenduem a large 
River, — Caffay Boatmen. — Yaudaboo. — Manufactory of Earthen-ware. — Summei- 
kioum. — Manufactory of Saltpetre and Gunpowder. — Gnameaghee. — Tobacco Plan¬ 
tations. — Sandabt , or Elephant Village. — Meabmoo. — Yapadain. — The Shaw- 
bunder returns. — Kiouptaloun. — Periodical Ri/ings of the River. — Ancient Ava : — 
description of it. — Temple of Sboegunga Praw. — Beautiful Situation of Chagain. — 
Appearance of Ummerapoora, the Capital. — Tounzemahn. — Spacious Lake — Reft- 
dence of the Britijh Deputation, and Reception on our landing. 

AT nine o’clock in the morning of the nth of July I took poffeffion of the royal 
barge with ceremonious formality, accompanied by the Woondock and Baba-Sheen. 
The platform on theoutfide contained fpace for thirty-two rowers, fixteen on each fide; 
but on this occafion the oars were not fattened, as it was meant to be drawn by war 
boats: the infide was divided into three fmall apartments, handfomely fitted up ; the 
roof and fides were lined with white cotton, and the floor covered with carpets and 
fine mats. I proceeded in this barge till one o’clock, and then returned to my own 
boat, which was a much more convenient though lefs dignified conveyance. 

After leaving Neoundah the eaftern bank of the river rifes to a perpendicular 
height, eighty or one hundred feet above the river. In the fide of the cliff, rather 
more than half way up, we law fome apertures refembling doorways, and were told 
that they were entrances into caves which had formerly been inhabited by hermits, who, 
defirous of withdrawing from the world, had excavated thefe abodes with their own 
hands, and dwelt in them for the remainder of their lives, preferving no farther inter- 
courfe with their fellow creatures than what was necelfary to receive their food, which 
was lowered down to them by a rope. The Birmans do not inflitt on' themfelves dif- 
guftful tortures after the manner of the Hindoos, but they deem it meritorious to mor¬ 
tify the flefli by the voluntary penance of abftemioufnefs and felf denial. Solitary feclu- 
fion has, at fome period or other, been accounted praifeworthy in moft countries: dur¬ 
ing the reign of monkiih fuperftition it prevailed very commonly throughout Europe: 
our legendary tales are not wholly unfounded: the Hermit of Warkworth is faid to 
have had its origin from a fa£t. Birmans, however, though bigotted, are not gloomy, 
and are in general bleffed with a difpofition too cheerful to retire from the world in 
hopelefs defpondency, or fullen difeontent. 

Our journey this day was flow, and we perceived little that differed from what has 
already been deferibed: the iflands formed by the river were long, and fucceeded each 
other with fuch fmall intervals, that the full breadth of the river, from bank to bank, 
fcldom could be feen; we judged it to be in moft places three miles wide: our boats 
kept near the eaftern Ihore, and patted, on that fide, the towns of Sirraykioum and 
Gnerroutoh. During the latter part of the day, the country feemed fertile, and the 
foil richer than in the neighbourhood of Pagahnt; the number of inhabitants and cat¬ 
tle denoted a confiderable population. In the evening we brought-to near Shwayedong, 
a fmall but neat town, containing about 300 houfes ranged in a regular ftreet j each 
dwelling had a fmall garden, fenced with a bamboo railing. Two monafteries and a 
few fmall temples did not claim particular notice, but the tall and wide-fpreading trees 
that over-ihadowed them were objeSs of pleafing contemplation. 
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On the next day, July iath, we continued our journey, Ibmetimes going fad, at others 
flow and with difficulty, as the wind favoured us, the reaches of the river winding fo 
much that we had it on all quarters. Keozee, on the eaftern fide, was the place pi 
moft confequence, and was ornamented with feveral neat temples. At half piJi m e 
in the evening I went on ihore, and found the adjacent country divided into fields, 
which at a proper feafon, are cultivated \ the remains of a tobacco plantation, that had 
produced a crop in the former year, were yet lying on the ground: detached hills ap¬ 
peared to the eaftward. We brought-to, and fpent the night near a fmall village called 
Toucheac, to the north of Yebbay. Here the inhabitants get their livelihood by felling 
ltepac, or pickled tea-leaf, of which the Birmans are extremely fond. 1 he plant, I was 
informed, grows at a place called Palong-miou 3 adiftrift to the north-eaft of Umme- 
rapoora j it is very inferior to the tea produced in China, and is leldom ufed but as 

ei pickle. 

On the following day we kept clofe to the eaftern Ihore, and the breadth of the river 
being in moft places from three to five miles, it was not eafy minutely to diftinguilh 
objects on the weftern bank, Tihe country, as we advanced north, incieafed in popula- 
tion, and improved in agriculture j the land every where indicated a deficiency of lain, 
bein' 1- parched, and broken into deep fifTures, owing to the want of moiiluie. We 
underftood that the feafon had been remarkably dry ; rain, however, was fhortly ex- 
peaed. The river, notwithftanding the failure of the monfoon, continued to rife. 
We paffed, on the eaftern fide, Kiouptaun, or the Line of Rocks, Tanoundain, a refpeft- 
able town, with feveral other towns and villages. In the evening we brought-to at an 
iiland oppofite Tirroup-mew, or Chinefe City: there is a fmall diftria that bears the lame 
name, called fo in commemoration of a viaory gained here over an army of Chinefe 
that invaded the Birman empire feme centuries ago, at the period when Pagalnn was the 
feat of government} whence it appears, that the Chinefe have long confidered this king¬ 
dom as a defirable conqueft, and have made more than one fruitlefs attempt to accom- 


plilh its fubjeaion. 

The next day we flopped five miles above Tirroup-mew, where the Keenduem min¬ 
gles its waters with thofe of the Irrawaddy : this great river comes from the north-weft, 
and divides the country of Caffay from that of Ava. The Birmans fay, that it has its 
fource in a lake three months’ journey to the northward j it is navigable, as far as the 
Birman territories extend, for veffels of burthen. An intelligent man belonging to 
Dr. Buchanan’s boat informed him, that the moft diftant town in the poffeffion of the 
Birmans on the Keenduem, was named Nakioung, and thefirlt Shaan town * was called 
Thangdat. The entrance of the Keenduem feemed fomewhat lefs than a mile wide: the 
Irrawaddy, immediately above the junction, became much narrower; but I imagine a 
ftreani was concealed, and that what appeared to be the limits of the river was the 
bank of an ifland formed by another branch. 

In the men who rowed the war-boats that accompanied the barge from XJmmera- 
poora, I had remarked features differing much from the other boatmen, and a foftnefs 
of countenance that refembled more the Bengal than the Birman character of face j 
on inquiry, I learned that they were Caflayers, or the fons of Caffayers, who had been 
brought away from their native country, at times when the Birmans carried their pre¬ 
datory incurfions acrofs the Keenduem. Eaftern invaders who do not intend to occupy 


* Shaan, or Shan, is a very comprehenfive term given to different nations, fome independent, others the 
fubjefts of the greater flat s : thu. the Birmans frequently mention the Melap-Shaan, or Shaan fubjeft to 
the Birmans; the Yoodra-Shaan, fubjeft to the Siamefe j the CatTay-Shaan, to the Caflayers. 
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the territories they overrun, ufually adopt the policy of conveying away the inhabitants, 
particularly children, whom they eftablifh within their own dominions, and thus acquire 
additional ftrength by augmenting the number of their fubje&s. This has been a 
practice of Afiatic warfare from time immemorial: the la ft conteft of the Englifli with 
Hyder Ally depopulated the Carnatic* Children, until they attain a certain age, may 
be tranfplanted with fafety, and will aihmilate to any foil: but after arriving at the 
years of maturity, the molt lenient treatment will hardly reconcile the human mind to 
coercive detention in a foreign country. The fpot where a peribn has pafTed the tender 
years of life, the long remembered and impreffive interval between infancy and manhood, 
be it where it may, is ever dear to him. I Ihould willingly have converted with the 
Caffay boat people refpefiing their nation, but my fituation forbad me either to gratify 
my own curiofity, or l'andion the enquiries of others. 

At ten o’clock we reached the town of Yandaboo, remarkable for its manufactories 
of earthen-ware ; and in the courfe of the day we palled many towns and villages, on 
each fide agreeably fhaded by trees, particularly by the palmyra and the tamarind. 
Early in the evening we brought-to in a creek which leads up to a large town named 
Summei-kioum : after dinner Dr. Buchanan and myfelf took a walk along the margin 
of the creek, which carried us to the town by a wide circuit: we found the houfes, 
though numerous, mean, and very irregularly built; the grounds in the neighbourhood 
were embanked for the cultivation of rice. The foil appeared to be good, but the 
inhabitants expreffed the utmoft anxiety on the fubject of rain ; not a drop had yet fallen 
here, although in the common courfe of feafons the monfoon fhould have commenced 
three weeks earlier. The poor people were carefully hulbanding their rice-ftraw for 
the fupport of their cattle, large herds of which were endeavouring to pick up a fub- 
fiftence from the parched blades of grafs, in fields that were covered with dull in- 
ftead of verdure. The appearance of thefe animals befpoke exceflive poverty, if not 
a£hial famine. 

At Summei-kioum there is the greateft manufactory of faltpetre and gunpowder in 
the kingdom : here alfo is prepared the gunpowder that is required for the royal maga¬ 
zines : it is the foie occupation of the inhabitants. Neither faltpetre nor gunpowder 
are fuffered to be exported under any plea, nor can the fmalleft quantity be fold without 
a fpecial licence from fome man in power. 

Early in the morning we left the neighbourhood of gunpowder and faltpetre: 
temples and villages lined the banks fo thickly that it would be tedious to enumerate 
them. At nine o’clock we flopped at Gnatneaghee, celebrated for producing the beft 
tobacco in the Birman empire ; many brick-kilns were on fire, preparing materials for 
building temples, of which there appeared to be already a fufficient number. Purfuing 
our journey, we paffed numerous iflands, fome of them were cultivated, and had 
houfes, inhabitants, and trees. Towards evening the wind fuddenly rofe to a ftorm $ 
Mr. Wood and myfelf reached Sandaht, or Elephant Village; Dr. Buchanan’s boat 
could not make head again ft wind and ftream, and dropped an anchor; perceiving his 
fituation, 1 dilpatched one of the war-boats to his aid, when the united efforts of both 
crews foon brought him in fafety to the fleet. Sandaht is a fmall town, which, toge- 
ther with the lands adjacent, is occupied entirely by the elephant-keepers belonging to 
the royal ftables. The King is the foie proprietor of all the elephants in his domi¬ 
nions, and the privilege to ride on or keep one of thefe animals is an honour granted 
only to men of the very firft rank and confequence: His Birman Majefty is faid to 
poffefs 6000. In India, female elephants are prized beyond males,' on account of their 
being more traftable : but in Ava it is the reverie; females are never ufed on ftate 

occafions. 
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which caufes the other fex to be of much 


occafions, and feldom for ordinary riding, -— - . . 

higher value: it rarely happens, however, that either one or the other is to be pur- 
chafed ; the King’s exclufive right, and the limited life that is made oi them, pievent 

their becoming an article of common fale. , , 

We let out at an early hour next morning ; Meahmoo, on the weftern fide, appeared 
W the water to be a large town, fhaded by groves of palmyra trees : it is remarkable 
for a manufactory of coarfe chequered cotton cloth, fuch as is worn by the lower clafs 
of people. Yapadain, a town on the eaflem fide, was diftinguilhed by leveral temples, 
and a handfome monaflery. About twelve o’clock the Shawbunder, who, after the 
interview at Loonghee had returned to Ava, again met us; he had travelled with great 
expedition, having been at court, and made his report: the prefent vifit was a fpon- 
taneous aft of civility ; he poffeffed a fmall jaghire, or perfonal eftate, in the neighboui- 
hood, where he had prepared feme refrefhments, of which he requefted I would Hop 
to partake. I complied with his defire, and accompanied him to a bower formed in a 
clump of bamboos on the bank of the river, and {haded from the fun by an artificial 
awning of grafs : here we found a profufion of fruits, milk, butter, and prefeives, in 
difhes laid out on carpets; a company of dancing girls and muficians from a neigbour- 
Ing village entertained us with their mufic and graces. I remained as fhort a time as 
was confiftent with civility, and then purfued my voyage. We palled in our progrefs 
feveral populous villages pleafantly fituated, and adorned with weli-incloled gardens 
and orchards of plantain, guava, and other fruit-trees. At night we brought-to at 
Kiouptaloum, where a large temple, furrounded by feveral final! buildings, was the only 
obi eft that merited particular attention. 

Next day we got under way at the cuftoniary hour, and made but now progiels, the 
wind heading us fo far that the fquare fails of the Birman boats could not keep full » 
oars and poles were plied with vigour* The river, which, though it had not yet rifen 
to its utmoft periodical height, had overflowed its banks, filled all the watercourfes, 
and inundated the low grounds adjacent to its bed. As the force of the current lay in the 
middle of the dream, in order to avoid its influence we frequently navigated through 
fields, in which the tall grafs and reeds appeared above the furfacf of the water, and 
the trees had their items itnmerfed beneath the flood. Ihe fwelling of the Irrawaddy 
is not influenced by the quantity of rain which falls in the vallies, bu t by the torrents 
that rufti down from the mountains. Notwithftanding the drought in the champaign 
country had been greater this year than ufual, the river was fwollcn to its regular 
height* which, I was informed, it rarely fell fhort of or exceeded : indeed, this part of 
the country is feldom refreflied by copious rains, but, like Egypt, depends on the over¬ 
flowing of its river to fertilize tile foil. The Irrawaddy, during the monfoon months^ 
rifes and fubfides three or four times. As our diftance from Uinmerappora di mini filed* 
towns and villages on each fide recurred at fuch ihort intervals, that it was in vain to 
enquire the name of each diftinfi aflemblage ofhqiifes; each, however, had its name, 
and was for the moil part inhabited by one particular clafs of people, pro felling lome 
feparate trade, or following fome peculiar occupation. We were fliewn a tomb erected 
to the memory of a perfon of high diftindtion, who had been accidentally drowned near 
that place fifteen years before ; it was an oblong brick building, one ftory high, with 
eight or nine doors opening towards the river. Many beautiful temples and kiovirus 
would have engaged our attention had we not already feen fuch numbers, and been 
affured that all we had viewed fell far fhort of thofe which we Ihould have an opportunity 
af beholding at the capital. We brought-to late in the evening, at the lower landing- 
..place of what was once the city of Ava, and the metropolis of all the Birman empire. 
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Ith e morning I took a hafty view of Aungwa, or Ava ; it is divided into an upper 
and lower city, both of which are fortified : the lower, which is the moil extenfive, I 
judged to be about four miles in circumference; it is protected by a wall thirty feet 
high, at the foot of which there is a d and broad fofle. The communication be¬ 
tween the fort and the country is over a mound of ear ( th eroding the ditch, that iup- 
ports a cauleway ; an embankment of earth in the infide fuftains the wall; the upper 
or fmaller fort, which may be called the citadel, and does not exceed a mile in circuit, 
was much ftronger and more compa& than the lower; but neither tlm upper nor the 
lower had a ditch on the fide of the river. The walls are now mouldering into decay ; 
ivy clings to the fides, and bufnes fuftered to grow at the bottom, undermine the founda¬ 
tion, and have already caufed large chafms in the different faces of the fort. The ma¬ 
terials of the houfes, Confiding chiefly of wood, had, on the firft order for removing, 
been tranfported to the new city of Ummerapoora : hut the ground, unlefs where it is 
covered with bufhes or rank grafs, flill retains traces of former buildings and ftreets. 
The lines of the royal palace, of the Lotoo, or grand council hall, the apartments of the 
women, and the fpot on which the piafath, or imperial fpire, had flood, were pointed out 
to us by our guide. Clumps of bamboos, a few plantain trees, and tall thorns, occupy 
the greater part of the area of this lately flourifhing capital. We obferved two dwelling 
houfes of brick and mortar, the roofs of which had fallen in ; thefe, our guide faid, had 
belonged to colars, or foreigners : on entering one, we found it inhabited only by bats, 
which flew in our faces, whilft our fenfe of fmelling was offended by their filth, and by 
the noilome mildew that hung upon the walls. Numerous temples on which the Bir¬ 
mans never lay facrilegious hands, were dilapidating by time. It is impoffible to draw 
a more ftriking picture of defolation and ruin. 

Among the religious buildings within the fort, one named Shoegunga Praw, noways 
diftinguifhed for fixe or fplendour, was informer times held peculiarly iacred, and is ftill 
reverenced above the reft. At the prefent day, when an officer of rank is about to 
enter on a great public truft, or a new commander is appointed to the army, the oath, 
of allegiance is adminiftered in this temple with great folemnity, a breach of which is 
confidered the moft heinous crime that a Birman can be guilty of, and is invariably 
punifiled by the fevereft tortures. How Shoegunga obtained this diftinftion I was not 
able to learn. We were informed that a temple of much greater magnitude, named 
Logatherpoo Praw, flood a fhort diflance to the weftward of the fort, in which was a 
coloflal figure of Gaudma, formed out of a folid block of marble. This temple and 
image we had a better opportunity of viewing on our return. 

Leaving Ava in our rear, the river bends again to the northward, when the oppofite 
city of Chagain, and the fpires, the turrets, and the lofty piafath of Ummerapoora, 
create an unexpected pleafure, and exhibit a fine contrail to the gloomy and deferted 
walls of Ava. Chagain, on the north fide, once too the feat of imperial refidence, i» 
fituated partly at the foot and partly on the fide of a rugged hill that is broken into 
feparate eminences, and on the fummit of each Hands a ipiral temple; thefe temples, 
riling irregularly one above another to the top of the mountain, forma beautiful aflem- 
blage of objects, the effeCt of which is increafed by their being carefully whitewaflied 
and kept in repair. As we failed near the oppofite fhore the fun fhone full upon the 
hill, and its refle&ed rays difpiayed the feenery to the higheft advantage ; in addition 
to this, the fwollen ftate of the river gave to the waters the femblance of a vafl lake, 
interlperfed with iflands, in which the foundations of Ummerapoora feemed to be im- 
merfed. Numberlefs boats were palling up and down, and the houies on the weftern, 
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or rather fouthern fliore, appeared, from’their uninterrupted foccefllon, to be a continued 
town, or the fuburbs of a city. 

At twelve o’clock we came to the mouth of the channel that communicates with 
the lake of Tounzemahn, through which it receives its waters from the river. The 
fituation of Umtnerapoora has already been defcribed ; the fouthern face of the fort 
is walked, during the rainy feafon, by the waves of the lake, and the houfes of the city 
and Fuburbs extend along the bank as far as the extreme point of land. Acrofs the 
lake, and oppofite to the fort, Hands the finall village of Tounzemahn-, near which, in 
a tall grove of mango, palmyra, and cocoa-nut trees, a dwelling was prepared for the 
Britilh deputation. On entering the lake, the number of boats that were moored, as in 
a harbour, to avoid the influence of the fweeping flood, the Angularity of their con- 
11 ruction, the height of the waters, which threaten inundation to the whole city, and 
the amphitheatre of lofty hills that nearly furrounded us, altogether prefented a novel 
fcene, exceedingly interefting to a Arranger. We rowed towards the grove, whilA the 
greater part of the fleet went to the oppofite fide: on reaching the bank, 1 perceived a 
war-boat belonging to the Maywoon of Pegue, who, I underftoood, was at the grove 
waiting our arrival. I was received on landing by Baba-Sheen, and fome inferior offi¬ 
cers ; they accompanied me to the houfe, which was fituated about three hundred yards 
from the brink of the lake, overlhadowed by lofty trees, that completely defended it 
from the meridian fun. When we came to the entrance of the virando, or balcony, 
the Maywoon of Pegue, the governor of Bamoo, a province bordering on China, and 
the Woondock before mentioned, welcomed me to the capital. Being feated on car¬ 
pets fpread along the floor, the converfation turned on general topics, and particularly 
on European geography, a fubjeft on which the governor of Bamoo appeared very 
defirous of information. After fome time, the Woondock, addrefling himfelf to me, 
faid, that His Birman Majefty had been abfent a few months, at a country refidence 
named Meengoung, where he was erefting a magnificent temple to their divinity 
Gaudma, hut was expected to return foon to Ummerapoora ; that in the mean 
time inftruefions had been given to his ininifters to provide every thing requifite for 
the accommodation of the Englifh gentlemen, and that Baba-Sheen was commanded 
to refide near us, in order to fupply our wants, and to communicate our wifhes : to this 
the Maywoon of Pegue added, that the two inferior Serees, or provincial under fecre- 
taries, who had accompanied us from Rangoon, were likewife directed to attend to our 
orders; and being perfons to whom we were accuttomed, w'ould probably be more 
agreeable to us than entire ftrangers. 

Thefe polite and hofpitable attentions were received and acknowledged by me with 
real fatisfa&ion ; nor was it at all diminifhed by the freedom with which the Woondock 
informed me, that it was contrary to the etiquette of the Birman court, for a public 
mmifter from a foreign nation to go abroad before his fir A audience. He therefore 
hoped I would not crofs the lake in perfon, or fuffer any of my people to do fo, until 
the ceremonials were paA j but as our cuAoms differed from theirs, and the Europeans 
habituated themfelves to take exercife, I was at full liberty to walk or ride into the 
country, or over the plains that lay between our dwelling and the hills, as far as I 
thought proper; recommending to me, at the fame time, not to go to any great 
diAance, as it would be confidered by the common people in the light of a derogation 
from my own confequence. I thanked him for his counfel, which was delivered with 
many expreflions of civility, and readily acquiefeed in what he allured me was an 
eftablilhed cuftom. 


This 
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This uface of debarring a public minifler from entering the capital previous to his 
firft forma rprefentation, I under flood, was neither recent nor uncommon; it has long 
been the known pra&ice of the Birman and Siamefe governments ; Monfieur Loubere 
makes mention of it in his Account of an Embaffy to Siam, fent from the court of 
Louis the Fourteenth. It is founded on that cautious policy which governs all nations 
ealtward of India in their intercourfe with foreign flates. 


CHAP. X._ Place of Reftdence defcribed. — Deputation from China provincial, not 

imperial. — Rhoom, a Building fometimes attached to private Houfes—Reafon of it. —■ 
Munificence of the Birman Government. — Letter from General Erfine—opened by 
the Birman Minifler — Apology. — Appearance of the adjacent Country—parched for 
Want of Rain. — Cajfay Farmers. —Women indujlrious — row the Boats —fond of 

finding. _ Chinefe Muftc difeordant and troubiefome . — Indolence of the Chinefe. — 

King returns to the Capital. — Eclipfe of the Moon. — Reafon of Delay. — Pride of 
the Court — its Panclilioufnefs. — Letter from the Governor General tranjlated. — 
prefent a Memorial. —Embaffies ufually confsft of three Members. — Vijit from the 
junior Deputies from China. — Whhnftcal Ceremony. — Return the Viftt. — Subjctt of 
Converfatmu 

AS foon as my vifitors took their leave, I made a furvey of our new habitation ; 
it was a fpacious houfe of one ftory, raifed from the ground fomewhat more than two 
feet, and better covered than Birman houfes ufually are: it confifted of two good 
fized rooms and a large virando, or balcony : the partitions and walls were made of 
cane mats, with latticed windows in the fides; the fhape of the roof was fuch as 
diftinguifhes the houfes of nobles: it was altogether a comfortable habitation, and well 
adapted to the climate. Mr. Wood had a fmaller houfe erected behind mine, and 
parallel to it; and Dr. Buchanan another at right angles. Small feparate Imrs were 
conflrii&cd for the guard, and for our attendants; the whole was furrounded by a 
ftrong bamboo paling, which inclofed a court-yard. There were two entrances by 
gates, one in front of my houfe, the other backwards; at each of thefe, on the 
outfide of the paling, was a fhed, in which a Birman guard was polled, to protect 
us from thieves, keep off the populace, and probably to watch and report our 

movements. _ 

On the Ikirts of the fame grove, in a line with our dwelling, fimilar houfes were 
ere&ed for three Chinefe deputies, who had arrived at Ummerapoora about two 
months before us : thefe perfonages were reprefented as compofmg a royal million 
from the imperial city of Pekin ; but circumftances early led me to fufpeft that their 
real character did not rife higher than that of a provincial deputation from Manchegee, 
or Yunan, the fouth-wefl province of China, which borders on the kingdom of 
Ava: a conjecture that was afterwards confirmed. *1 hey had accompanied the 
Governor of Bamoo, which is the frontier province, to the capital; and I underflood 
that their bufinefs was to adjufl fome mercantile concerns relating to the jee, or mart, 
"where the commodities of the two empires are brought and bartered. It was not at all 
improbable, that the million had been fanaioned by the authority of the Emperor 
of China, efpecially as the principal member of it was a native of Pekin, and had 
lately come from thence; but the falfe pride of the Birman court fuggefted the 
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puerile * expedient of reprefenting it to us as an imperial embafly ; a diftinftion to 
which, I was privately informed from an authentic fource, it poffeffed no pretentions 
whatever. The members, however, were treated apparently with much perfonal 
refpeft and attention. 

The building denominated Rhoom has already been defcribed as the official hall 
of juftice, where the members of provincial governments and all municipal officers, 
are accultomed to affemble for the tranfaftion of public bufmefs. Every man of high 
rank in the Birman empire is a magiftrate, and has a place of this defcription and 
name contiguous to bis dwelling; but always on the outfide of the enclofure of his 
court-yard, and not furrounded by any fence or railing, in order to manifeft publicity, 
and Jffiew that it is the feat of majefty and juftice, to which all mankind may have 
free accefs. An imperial mandate to a governor, or an order from a governor to a 
petty miougee, or chief of a fmall town or diftrift, is invariably opened and read 
aloud in this fanftified hall. The Birman government in the adminiftration of public 
affairs, fuffers no fuch thing as privacy or concealment. The rhoom is likewife an 
appendage of dignity, as it denotes him to whofe habitation it is annexed to be a perfon 
of rank and confequence : a building of this fort was erected within a few yards of the 
front gate of our inclofure. 

For two days after our landing, the boatmen and fervants were employed in trans¬ 
porting our baggage from the boats to the houfe, and our time was chiefly taken up 
in arranging the domeftic economy of our new refidence, in which we found a liberal 
provision of all fuch neceffaries as the natives themfelves require ? my rooms were 
carpeted, but the chairs, tables, &c. were my own. Rice, gee (clarified butter), 
firewood, and pots for drefllng victuals, were fupplied to our people in abundance. 
A few ftalls, or petty fhops, were eftablifhed in the grove, to afford the fmatler 
ingredients of cookery, fuch as greens, fpices, fait, tamarinds, &c. Here alfo 
tobacco and beetle leaf were fold; and to enable our attendants to purchafe fuch 
articles, one hundred tackal, about i*L fterling, were diftributed amongft them: 
this was an aft of munificence which I with great difficulty avoided the obligation of, in 
my own perfon; but no retnonftrance could prevail on the Birman officer to difpenfe 
with it in the inftance of our domeftics. 

The delinquent refugees, of whom mention lias been made in a former part of this 
work as having been l'urrendered by order of the governor-general, to the juftice of 
their country, had reached Utnmerapoora fome weeks previous to our arrival. The 
Birman guard that efcorted them had brought a letter directed to me from General 
Erlkine, the Englifli commander at Chittigong j this letter the Birman minifter, as it 
was alleged, through miftake, but more probably by defign, cauled to be opened, 
and procured a tranflation from an Armenian interpreter. The circuinftance was 
reported to the King, who ordered that the letter ihould be fafely depofited in the 
Eotoo, and given to me on my arrival: the royal injunctions were punctually obeyed ; 
an officer, in his drefs of ceremony, brought it over. A propofal was' firft made, 
that I ffiould go.myfelf to the rhoom, folicit its reftoration, receive it as an aft of grace. 


* The Chinefe feem to have been situated by a policy equally abfurd, when they informed Sir George 
Staunton, at the time of -he formal introduction of Lord Macartney, that “ AmbalTadors from Pcgue” 
■were prefent; and that ‘ Siam, Ava, and Pegue were tributary to Chinai” fuch unworthy deceptions, 
not being expefted, could hardly be guarded again ft. The courts of Ava and Pekin appear to refemble 
each other m many porus j but in none more than in their vanity, which often manifeft* iifelf in a manner 
not left ridiculous than contemptible. 
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and do homage to the King, by bowing with my face towards the palace. From this 
I entirely diflented, as the caufe of complaint was with me, and confidence had in 
fome rneafure been violated by their breaking the feab I do not imagine that the propofi- 
tion originated from any authority, as it was immediately given up, and the letter, in 
a filk wrapper, was formally prefented to me on a tray, by the officer who conveyed 

it acrofs the lake. _ ... 

Being now comfortably lodged, we had reifure to take a view 01 um circumjacent 
country, and obferve the objeas that immediately furrounded us. Behind the grove 
in which we lived was a fmooth extenfive plain, interfeaed by the embankments of 
what, in the pall year, had been fields of rice, but which promifed, this feafon, to be 
an unproduaive wafte, owing to the uncommon cirought: notwithstanding the ipot 
we -^cre on w r as elevated very little above the prefent level of the lake, which had 
now nearly reached its utmoft height, yet the ground was parched up, and divided 
into chafms from want ot moifture, Dark and rugged mountains, about eight miles 
diftant, bounded the profpea to the fouth-wefl: feveral final! villages were fcattered 
over the plain, and 011 the ikifts of the grove, inhabited, as we were infoinied,^ by 
native Caflayers, or the defendants of Caflayers, who had been carried into 
' captivity by the Birman invaders during their predatory expeditions acrofs the 
Keendeum. 

The Seree who accompanied me faid, that thefe people, whom he called Munmporeans, 
from Munnipore, the capital of Caffay, were in general become reconciled to their 
Bate of femtude, owing to their having been brought away very young from their 
own country: the fuperior induftry and ikill which they pollefs over the Birmans in, 
different branches of handicraft, fupplied them with a comfortable fubfiftence. Thofe 
in our neighbourhood were farmers and gardeners, who cultivated pulfe, greens, 
onions, and fuch vegetables as Birmans ufe; thefe articles they tranfport at an early 
hour acrofs the lake to the city, where they retail them in the nia. ket, and bring 
home the produce at night; this bufmefs is moftly performed by females; one man, 
commonly a perfon in years, accompanies each boat, in which, Handing ereft, he 
a£ls as fteerfman, whilft the women, ufuaily from ten to fourteen in number, fitting 
with their legs acrofs, row fhort oars, or ufe paddles, according to the fize of the 
veffel: when they fet out in a morning, they proceed in filence; but returning at 
ni<*ht they join in jocund chorus, and time the ftroke of their oars to the bars of their 
fong. We were ferenaded every evening from dulk till ten o’clock by fucceflive 
parlies of thefe joyous females, whofe Brains, though unpolilhcd, were always melodious 
and plea ling. The Birmans, both men and women, are fond of finging whilft at 
work: it lightens their labour; “ fong fweetens toil, how rude foo’er the found.” 
Unfortunately our mufic was not confined to thefe palling chantreffes; there were 
other performers, lefs agreeable, nearer to us. Our neighbours, the deputies from 
China, unluckily for the repofe of thofe from Britain, happened to be amateurs in 
their way, and had amongll their dependants a feleft band of muficians,^ fuch as I 
certainly had never heard equalled; it is impoffible to deferibe the horrible noifes 
that iffued from gongs, drums, cymhals, an inflrument with two Brings, which may 
be called a fiddle, and fomething like a clarionet, that fent forth a found more grating 
to the ear than all the refi. This was their conftant nocturnal amulement, which 
never ended before midnight, and was not once remitted till the principal perfonage 
of the embaffy became fo mdifpofed that he could endure it no longer. Whilft he 
lingered, we enjoyed tranquillity; but after his dtxeafe the concert recommenced. 
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and continued, to our great annoyance, till they quitted the grove to return to their 

native country. , . 

The oppofite habits of different nations were here ftrikingly evinced ui the diflimi- 
larity between the manners of the Englifh and thole of the Ghinele j the lattci nevei 
left the precincts of their habitation, or manifefted a defire to leave it, except to loll in 
eafy chairs, and finoke their long pipes in the cool of the evening on the margin of the 
lake, about two or three hundred yards in front of their houfe. The Engliih gentle¬ 
men accuftomed themfelves either to walk or ride three or four miles in the morning 
before breakfaft, and the fame diftance in the afternoon, a circnmftance that did not 
efcape the notice of the Birmans. My cuftomary route was in a fouthern direction, 
over pathways that led through 1 rice fields, in my return making a circuit along the 
green border of the lake. Although there was not the leaft caufe to apprehend either 
injury or infolence, I was always attended in my excurfions by fix or eight foldiers, 
and by as many of my private fervants, armed with fabres, who feemed to attract no 
lefs notice than myfelf. When I met any of the natives, particularly women, they 
fquatted down into the poflure of refpecl. As foon as the novelty of my appearance 
had a little worn off, I was told that they were Hill anxious to know why a perlon 
confulting his own amufement, and mailer of his own time, fliould walk fo faff j but 
on being informed that I was “ a Colar,” or ftranger, and that it was the cuftom of 
my country, they were reconciled to this as well as to every other aCl that did not coin¬ 
cide with their own prejudices and ufage. 

In a few days the return of the King was announced by the difchaitge of rockets, and 
by the general buftle that fo important an event caufed among all clafles of people : we 
faw nothing of the difplay; which we underftood, on this occafion, was not at all 
pompous. 

The period of our arrival occurred at a j unilure that fupplied the Birman court with 
a plaufible excufe for poftponing the confideration of public bufinefs, and delaying my 
formal reception, as well as the delivery of the letter from the governor-general to the 
King. It fo happened, that in the enfuing month there was to be an eclipfe of the 
moon, an operation of nature which they afcribe to the interference of a malignant 
demon. On fuch an occafion, affairs of flare, and all important matters of bufinefs 
that will admit of procraftination, are put off to the following month. The allroto- 
gers were affembled to confult on the firft fortunate day after the lapfe of that inau- 
fpicious moon, when they difcovered that the feventeenth of the month Touzelien, cor- 
refponding with the 30th of Auguft, was the earlieft that would occur, and that day 
was accordingly appointed for the public reception of the Englifh embaffy. 

Caution and policy had, perhaps, as great a fliare with the Birmans as fuperftition, 
in thus retarding the ceremony of our introduction: it was to them a novel incident; 
they were defirous to penetrate thoroughly into the objeCls we had in view, before any 
part of the fubjeCt came into formal difcuffion. They might probably alfo wifh to have 
an opportunity to judge of our national character, and to determine, from our conduCt, 
in what manner to regulate their own: if fuch were their motives, they were confiltent 
with that fagacity which I found invariably difplayed by the Birman government in all 
its refolutions and aCls of a public nature. 

But the prevailing charaCleriftic of the Birman court is pride ; like the fovereign of 
China, His Majefty of Ava acknowledges no equal; indeed it is the fixed principle of 
all nations eaftward of Bengal, to confider foreign minifters as fuppliants come to folicit 
protection, not as reprefentatives who may demand redrefs $ rather as vaffals to render 

homage. 
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homage, than as perfons verted with authority to treat on equal terms. Of this fyftem 
I was early apprized, and felt no difappointment at hearing of a general rumour cur¬ 
rent among the higher ranks of Birmans, that a deputy had arrived from the Engliffi 
government, bearing tribute for their King. Reports of this nature were no other- 
wife regarded, than as an admonition to regulate my actions with fcrupulous circuni- 
ipe&ion. 

Amongft other regulations of this punctilious court, I was given to underftand, that 
it was not cuftoinary for the King to receive any letter in a formal manner without 
being previoully apprized of its contents. This created fome difficulty in refpeCt to the 
letter from the governor-general, which was at length furmounted by an agreement 
on my part to admit of a copy being made in my prefence; but it was ftipulated by 
them, that it fiiould be tranfcribed in the rhoom adjacent to my houfe, and not in my 
private refidence. In this propofal I acquiefced; and accordingly a formal deputation, 
confuting of feven or eight officers of ftate, was directed, to proceed to the rhoom, 
where they were to open the letter, and fee it properly tranfcribed : thefe perfonages 
came with much parade, apparelled in their robes of ceremony; on landing they 
walked direCtly to the rhoom, and, having taken their feats, fent a Terrezogee, or 
inferior officer, along with Baba-Sheen, to requeft I would come, and bring with me 
the governor-general's letter; I obeyed this fuinmons, accompanied by the other 
gentlemen and our ufuaf attendants. On entering the rhoom, I was civilly delired, 
as the occafion was a folemn one, to make obeifance towards the piafath, or fpire of 
the royal palace, which was more than two miles diftant, a ceremony that I complied 
with by railing my right hand to my head, and making a flight inclination of my body, 
after the manner of the Mahomedan Salaam. Being feated, I delivered the letter, 
which was written in Englilh and in Perfian, to the Woondock, or fuperior officer: 
it was immediately opened by a fecretary: and an Armenian interpreter, named 
Muck2tees, who fpoke and wrote Englilh fluently, was ordered to make a copy in 
Engliffi, whiift a Muflulman moonffiee made another in Perfian. When the writing 
was finiffied, I delivered a paper, which I defired might be laid before His Majefty’s 
council, declaratory, in general terms, of the friendly wilhes and views of the gover¬ 
nor-general in deputing me to the Birman court, and expreffing my defire to maintain 
a confidential intercouife with fuch perfons as His Majefty, or his council, flioukl think 
proper to authorize. 

The bufinefs being concluded, I returned to my houfe, and received a ceremonious 
vifir from the Birman officers, among whom there were fome perfonages of high dif- 
tin&ion; a W oondock, but not the one that met me at Pagahm, prefided ; the inafter 
of the elephants, the old governor of Peenkeing, two Seredogees, or fecretaries of 
ftate, and fome other officers, whofe names and Rations I did not learn, were prefent; 
their robes, which were very graceful, were made either of velvet or flowered fatin, with 
wide bodies, and loofe fleeves : they were all inverted with the chain of nobility, and 
wore caps covered with light green tafFety. Three, of higher rank than the reft, had 
a wreath of gold leaves encircling the bottom of their caps, not unlike the ftrawberry 
leaves in a ducal coronet; their attendants, who were numerous, carried a variety of 
utenfils, fuch as their beetle box, ■water flaggon, drinking cup, and fpitting pot; of 
which latter, from their filthy practice of chewing beetle, they ftood in conftant need. 
I regaled them with tea, and Engliffi rafpberry jam fpread on bilcuits: although they 
praifed, I do not think they much reliffied our preferve; they ate fparingly, and re¬ 
in'filed themfelves with copious bowls of tea, unadulterated either by cream or fugar. 

About this time the Chinefe miuifter, who has already been mentioned as labouring 

9 under 


^35 OVMEs’s EMBASSY TO AVA* 

under feme indifpofition, fent me a polite meffage, exprefling Ws regret that lie had 
it not in his power to' vifit me in perfon, but that his two colleagues would wait on life 
whenever I Jhould be at leifure to receive them ; I returned my acknowledgments, and 
appointed the following day. 

It is cuftomaxy among nations eaflward of Bengal, when a public deputation is fent 
to a foreign court, to nominate three members, who conftitute a council: although 
the prefident or chief of thefe is invefted with all the power, and controls the proceed¬ 
ings of the reft, yet the diftinction between them is not fo wide as to preclude the 
juniors from a high degree of conlequence being attached to their ftations; and in 
cafe of the demife of the principal, the fenior furvivor executes all diplomatic fun&ions, 
thus wifely guarding againft any impediment which a cafualty might throw ill the way 
of negotiation. 

The two junior members of the Chinefe deputation came at the appointed hour, 
accompanied by feven or eight attendants. There is no perfonage on earth fo foletnn 
and ceremonious as a Chinefe officer of ftate ; his dignity is preferred by profound 
iilence, unlefs when occafion renders it necefiary to exercife the faculty of fpeech, 
which is always flow, monotonous, and dull y even gentlemen, in the familiarity of 
private life, feldom depart from their gravity, or relax into a fmile. On entering a 
room where there is company, good breeding is evinced by a niodeft but pertinacious 
refufal to fit down till the mafter of the houfe is firft feated, which would be an equal 
violation of decorum on his part. This cuftom, I was told, fometiines produces a very 
ludicrous fcene, and the guefts are not unfrequently obliged to be dragged to their 
chairs, and placed in them almoft by compulfion- My houfe being about to undergo 
fome alteration, I had caufed a fuite of tents, which I had brought with me, to be 
pitched for our temporary accommodation y in thefe I made arrangements to receive 
my vifkors, who were exa£t to their time. On entering the door of the marquee, they 
both made an abrupt flop, and refilled all felicitation to advance to chans, that had been 
prepared for them, until f fliould firft be feated: in this dilemma Dr. Buchanan, who 
had vifited China, advifed me what was to be done; I immediately feized on the fore- 
moft, wbilft the doctor hinifejf grappled with the fecond : thus we foon fixed them in 
their feats, both parties, during the ftruggle, repeating Chin Chin, Chin Chin, the 
Chinefe term of falutation. The converfation was not at all lively or interefting; lor, 
though I fat between them, our words had to make a wide circuit before they reached 
each other’s comprehenfion. I fpoke in the language of Hindoftan to a Mufluhnan 
who miderftood Birman, he delivered it to a Birman who fpoke Chinefe, this Birman 
gave it to the firft official domeftic, who repeated it to his mafter in the Chinefe 
tongue. Our wines, port, claret, and madeira, all excellent of their kind, were 
ferved up; thefe, however, were too cold for Chinefe palates; my vifitants did not 
feem to relilh them ; but when cherry-brandy was introduced, their approbation was 
manifefted by the fatisfaflion with which each of them fwallowed a large glafs-full of 
the liquor : they tailed our tea, and, before they departed, politely presented me with 
f oqie fans, two or three pieces of filfc, two fmall boxes of tea, and three bottles of 
fhouchou, a very fiery fpirit diftilled from rice, of which the Chinefe are extremely 
fond. I returned the vifit on the following day, and was received with as much pomp 
.and oftentation as circumftances would admit: in front of the houfe a filk enfign 
waved, on which was embroidered the imperial dragon of China, and at their gate 
were fufpended whips and chains, importing the power which the owner poffeffed to 
infiifl corporal punifhment. The two junior members met me at the threlhold of 
their habitation, apologized for the unavoidable abfence of the chief perfonage, and 
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introduced me into a hall, the walls of which were concealed by fcreens of filk, and 
the chairs covered with loofe pieces of fatin; this interview was rendered rate- 

felting than the former, by a fpontaneous queftion on the part of the femor Chinele, 
to know whether ! had heard of the fafe arrival of Lord Macartney in England. His 
lordfliip having left China only the preceding year, it was not poffible to have had 
accounts of his reaching England, and the iffue of his lordfhip s negotiations was at 
that time wholly unknown; confequently, being unacquainted both with the objects 
and event of that fplendid million, I felt myfelf rather on delicate ground in regard 
to the enquiries which I, on my part, wilhed to make. In order to draw feme con- 
clufioa from their difcourfe, I encouraged them to purfue the topic, by aikmg how 
his lordfhip’s health had borne the viciffitudes of climate ? i hey replied, that they 
only knew of the embaffy from report, and feemed reluftant to enter into particulars, 
with which, it is probable, they were entirely unacquainted: I did not, therefore, 
nrefs the fubieft farther; but I was not fuffered to remain long in doubt what their 
fentiments were. Chinefe vanity fcarcely yields to that of the Birmans; here was an 
opportunity, by exaggeration and inifreprelentation, of indulging their own pi le a 
the expence of the Englifli nation, which, in the accounts circulated by them at ! ra- 
merapoora refpefting the embaffy £0 China, they did not negleft, ey tieate us 
with tea and fweetmeats, and finoked their long pipes with unrelaxed folemnity. 
repaid their civilities by giving them fome broad-cloth and brandy, and took my 

IC The alterations in my own dwelling, which I had fuggefted, were quickly carried 
into effect; and, by an order from the Lotoo, or grand council, a fmall additional 
building, of a fquare form, and raifed from the ground, was erected wit in e 
enclofure of our court, for the reception ot the prefents intended for Iiis Maje y# 
was given to underftand that this building was meant as a compliment to what tfiey 
they thought proper to terra among themfelves, “ tribute from the Kmg or England; 
but as no fuel: arrogant affumption was ever publicly profeffed, I could not uke no* 
tice of mere rumour: it was, however, privately intimated to me, that keeping our 
tents pitched would be confidered by the court in the light of a 1 eflection upon its 
hofpitality; and an inference would be drawn from it, that we were difeontented with 
Our habitation. I immediately ordered the marquees to be (truck, nothing ' 
farther from my intention than to give umbrage, or exprefs diffatisfachon, for which, 
indeed, in the prefent inftance, there was certainly no ground. 

The interval that elapfed between the time of our arrival at Ummerapoora, and ol 
our formal introduaion at court, afforded us leifure to acquire fome infight into the 
cuftoms, religious tenets, and moral economy of the Birman nation. Inftead, there¬ 
fore, of filling up the chafin by an unimportant journal, in which the afts of one day 
differed but little from thofe of the preceding, I fliall dedicate a few pages to a more 
general account of the country, and endeavour, as fan- our own circum cn ec o - 
fervation, and the information of others, enabled us, to illuftrate the character of this 
people from their manners, and their ftate of fociety from the progrefs which the arts 
had made, and from the ufages of the inhabitants in common life. 
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CHAP. XI*" Religion of the Birmans* —Their Laws, — JurifdiBion of the Metropolis* 
— Lawyers* — The Royal EJlablifoment. — Council of State* — Officers. — Honours 
not hereditary. ■— Infignia of Rank * — Drefs, — Refemblance to the Chinefe. — Mar¬ 
riages. — Funerals . — Population .'—■ Revenue. 

AFTER what has been written, thexe can be little neceflity to inform my readers, 
that the Birmans are Hindoos ; not votaries of Brahma, but iectaries of Boodh, which 
latter is admitted by Hindoos of ad deferiptions to be the ninth Avatar *, or defcent of 
the deity in his capacity of preferver. He reformed the dottrines contained in the Ve¬ 
das, and feverely cenfured the facrifice of cattle, or depriving any being of life : he is 
called the author of happinefs : his place of refidence was difeovered at Gaya in Ben¬ 
gal, by the illuftrfous Amaraf, renowned amongft men, who caufed an image of 
the fupreme Boodh to be made, and he worfhipped it: reverence be unto thee in the 
form of Boodh $ reverence be unto thee, Lord of the earth ; reverence be unto thee, 
an incarnation of the Deity; and, eternal One, reverence be unto thee, O God in the 
form of Mercy/' 

Gotma, or Goutiim, according to the Hindoos of India, or Gaudma, among the inha¬ 
bitants of the more eaftern parts, is faid J to have been a philofopher, and is by the 
Birmans believed to have flourifhed above 2300 § years ago ; he taught in the Indian 
fchools the heterodox religion and philofophy of Boodh, The image that reprefents 
Boodh is called Gaudma, or Goututn, which is now a commonly received appellation of 
Boodh himfdf: this image is the primary objedl of worfhip in all countries fituated 
between Bengal and China- The fectaries of Boodh contend with thofe of Brahma for 
the honour of antiquity, and are certainly far more numerous. The Cingalese in Ceylon 
are Bppdhifts of the purefl: fource, and the Birmans acknowledge to have originally 
received their religion from that ifland ffi It was brought, fay the Rhahaans, firft from 
Zehoo (Ceylon) to Arracan, and thence was introduced into Ava, and probably into 
China; for the Birmans ailert with confidence that the Chinefe are Boodliifts* 

This is a curious fubjefl of inveftigation, and the concurrent teftimony of circum- 
Ranees, added to the opinions of the moil intelligent writers, feem to leave little doubt 
of the fa£h It cannot, however, be demand rated beyond the poflibOity of difpute, till 
we fliall have acquired a more perfect knowledge of Chinefe letters, and a readier accefs 
to their repofitories of learning. Little can at preterit be added to the lights call on 
the fubjett by the late Sir William Jones, in his dicourfe delivered to the Afiaric Society 
on the Chinefe. That great roan has exprefled his conviOion in pofitive terms, that 
Boodh was unqueftionably the Foe of China/’ and that he was allb the god of Japan, 
and the Woden of the Goths j an opinion which corresponds with, and is, perhaps, 
grafted on the information of the learned and laborious Kasrnpfer *]~, corroborated after¬ 
wards 

* Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and India. 

t tvanflation of a Shanfcrit infenption on a ftone found in the temple of Boodh, at Gaya, by 

"Mr. Wilkins, A fiat. Refearch. vol. i I am indebted for the annexed reprefentafion of the image of Boodh, 
at Gaya, to the kindnefs of Lord L eignmouth. I lie reader will obferve the clofe refemblance it bears to 
that of the Birman Gaudma, 

X Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and India, 

§ This agrees with the account of the Siamefe computation given by IGempfer. 

|| The Birmans call Ceylon, Zehoo, 

m Speaking of the Buds, or Seaka, of the Japanefe, Ehempfer % Sj ■* I have ftrong reafons to believe, 
both from the affinity of the pame £Uld the very anture of this religion, that its author and founder is the 

very 
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wards by his own refetches* On whatever grounds the latter Inference reffs, it will 
not tend to weaken the belief of his firft pofitlon, when I obferve that the Chinefe 
deputies, on the occafion of our introduction to the Sereda w, or high prieft of the 
Birman empire, proftrated themfelves before him, and afterwards adored an image of 
Gaudma with more religious fervour than mere politenefs, or acquiefcence in the cuf- 
torns of another nation, would have excited : the Bonzes alfo of China, like the Rha- 
haans of Ava, were yellow as the facerdotal colour, and in many of their cuftoms and 
ceremonies there may be traced a finking fimilitude. 

Whatever may be the antiquity of the worfhip of Boodh, the wide extent of its 
reception cannot be doubted. The moil authentic writer # on the caff era peninfula 
calls the image of Gaudma, as worfhipped by the Siamefe, Somona-codom : being unac¬ 
quainted with the language of Siam, which, from lb fliort a refxdence as four months, It 
was impoffible he could have acquired, he confounds two difiinet words, Sotnona, and 
Godom, fignifying Codom, or Gaudma, in his incarnate ftate j the difference between 
the letters C and G may eafily have arifen from the mode of pronunciation in different 
countries $ even in the Birman manner of uttering the word, the difimction between 
thefe letters is not very clear. The Boodh of the Indians and the Birmans, is pro¬ 
nounced by Siamefe Pootli, or Pood ; by the vulgar, Poo ; which, without any violence 
to probability, might be converted by the Chinefe into Foe f ; the Tamulic termination 
eth as Mr. Chambers remarks, creates a Pinking refemblance between Pooden and the 
Woden of the Goths } every perfon who has converted with the natives of India, knows 
that Boodh is the Dies Mercuric the Wednefday, or Woden^s day, of all Hindoos* 
Chronology, however, which muff always be accepted as a furer guide to truth, than 
inferences drawn from the refemblance ot words, and etymological reafoning, does not, 
to my mind, fufliciently effablifii that Boodh and Woden were the fame. The period 
.of the ninth incarnation of Viffrnu was long antecedent to the exigence of the deified 
hero of Scandinavia. Sir William Jones determines the period when Boodh appeared 
on the earth to be 1014 years before the birth of Chrift. Odin, or Woden, flouriflied 
at a period not very diftant from our Saviour^ and was, according to fome, a cotempo¬ 
rary of Pompey and of Julius Casfar. The author of the Northern Antiquities places 
him feventy years after the Chriftian era. Even the Birman Gaudma, conformably to 
their account, muff have lived above five hundred years before Woden. So immenfe 
a fpace can hardly be fuppofed to have been overlooked : but if the flipped] lion refers, 
not to the warrior oi the north, but to the orginal deity Odin, the attributes of the 
latter are as widely oppofed to thofc of Boodh, who was hitnfelf only an incarnation of 
Vifhnu, as the dates are incongruous. The deity, whofe detinues were introduced 
into Scandinavia, was a god of terror, and his votaries carried defolation and the fword 


very fame perfon whom the Bramtits call Budha, and believe to be the effential fpiril of Wifiina, or their 
ddty, whomadr his ninth appearance in the world under this name; the Peguera call him Samaca KJvu- 
t^is/ 1 Hilt, Japan, book iv, ch. 6* 

Treating cm the introduction of Boodhinto China, the fame author fays, u About the year of Cbrill ri5, 
one Darma, a great faint* and twenty-third fucceilbr on the holy fee of Seaka ( BvdhaT came over into 
L.mna from bettenreki^ as the Japanefe writers explain it, that is, from that part of the world which lies 
wt ward with regard to Japan, and laid, properly fpeakfng, the iirit firm foundation of the Budfdoifm iu 
that mighty empire/' Bookiv. ch.6. 

♦ JLtmbere. 

f M. Gentil afTerts that the Chinefe admit by their own accounts, that Foe, their objedt of worfhip, was 
. ongitia Jly brought troru India. 
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throughout whole Regions ; but the ninth Avatar * brought the peaceful olive, and 
came into the world for the foie purpofe of preventing fanguinary afts. Thefe apparent 
mconfiftencies will naturally lead us to helitate in acknowledging Boodh and Woden to 
be the fame perfon : their doftrines are oppofite, and their eras are widely remote. 

Had that diftinguiftied genius f, whofe learning fo lately illuminated the Eaft, been 
longer fpared for the inftrudion and delight of mankind, he would probably have 
elucidated this obfcurity, and have removed the dulky veil that ftill hangs over the 
religious legends of antiquity. The fubje£t J, as it now {lands, affords an ample field 
for indulging in pleafing theories and fanciful fpeculations; and as the probability 
increafes of being able to trace all forms of divine worfhip to one facred and primeval 
fource, the inquiry in proportion becomes more mterefting, and awakens a train of 
ferious ideas in a reflefting mind. 

It would be as unfatisfaftory as tediotts to attempt leading my reader through the 
mazes of mythological fable and extravagant allegory, in which the Hindoo religion, 
both Braminical and Boodhic, is enveloped and obfcured; it may be fuffictent to ob- 
ferve, that the Birmans believe in the inetempfychofis, and that, after having undergone 
a certain number of tranfmigrations, their fouls will at laft either be received into their 
Olympus on the mountain Meru §, or be fent to fuffer torments in a place of divine 
punifliments. Mercy they hold to be the firft attribute of the divinity : “ Reverence 
be to thee, O God, in the form of Mercy l” and they worfliip God by extending mercy 
unto all his creatures. 

The laws of the Birmans, like their religion, are Hindoo ; in fafl;, there is no fepa- 
rating their laws from their religion : divine authority revealed to Menu the facred 
principles in a hundred thoufand flocas, or verfes: Menu promulgated the code ; 
numerous commentaries ]| on Menu were compofed by the Munis, or old philofophers, 
whofe treatifes conftitute the Dherma Saftra, or body of law. 

The Birmans generally call their code Derma Sath, or Saftra ; it is one among the 
many commentaries on Menu : I was fo fortunate as to procure a tranflation of the 
mod remarkable paffages, which were rendered into Latin by Padre Vincentius Sanger- 
mano, and, to my great furprife, I found it to correfpond clofely with a Perfian verfion 
of the Arracan code which is now in my poffeffion. From the inquiries to which this 
drcumftance gave rife, I learned that the laws, as well as the religion of the Birmans, 
had found their way into the Ava country from Arracan, and came originally from 
Ceylon The Birman fyftem of jurifprudence is replete with found morality, and, in 

* See the account of the ninth Avatar, by the Rev. Mr. Maurice, in his Hiftory of Hinciooftan. 
Vol ii. part 

+ I need hardly obferve that I mean Sir William Jones* * § 

t General Vallancey, fbjuftly celebrated for his knowledge of the antiquities of his country, has e&- 
preffetl his perfect conviction that the Hindoos have been in Britain and Ireland. See Major Qufeley’s Ori¬ 
ental Collections , Vol, ii. Much attention is certainly due to fuch refpedfable authority. 

§ Meru properly denotes the pole, and, according to the learned Captain Wilford 3 it is the celeftial north 
pole of the Hindoos, round which they place the garden of Indrsr, and deferibe it as the feat of delights. 

II ^ he code of Gentoo laws, translated by Mr. Halhead, I am informed, is a compilation from the dlife¬ 
rent commentaries on Menu, who was 4e the grandfon of Bramah, the firfl of created beings,** and whofe 
■work, as tranilated by Sir William Jones, is the ground of all Hindoo jurifprudence. 

% ^- s i^conteftible proof that the Birmans acknowledge the fuperior antiquity of the Cingalese, and 
the reception of their religion and laws from that quarter, the King of Ava has fent, within thefe few years, 
at feparate times, two mdfengers, perfons of learning and refpc lability, to Ceylon, to procure the original 
books on which their tenets are founded ; and, in one inftaace, the Birman tninifter made an official apuli- 
to the governor-general of India, to protea and afhft the perfon charged with the commifiion. 

7 my 
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my opinion. Is diftinguiflied above any other Hindoo commentary for perfpicuity and 
(rood fenfe; it provides fpecificafty for almoB every fpecies of crime that can^ be com¬ 
mitted, and adds a copious chapter of precedents and decifions to guide the inexperi¬ 
enced in cafes where there is doubt and difficulty. Trial by ordeal and imprecation 
are the only abfurd paffages in the book; but on the fubjeft of women it is, to an 
European, offenfively indecent: like the immortal Menu, it tells the Prince and the 
magiftntes their duty, in language auftere, manly, and energetic; and the exhor¬ 
tation at the clofe is at once noble and pious; the following extrafts will ferve as a 

fpecunen. , . 

« a country may be faid to referable milk, in which oppreffion is like to water ; when 
water is mingled with milk its fweetnefs immediately vaniffies: in the fame manner 
oppreffion deftroys a fair and flouriffiing country. The royal Surkaab * will only inha¬ 
bit the cleared: ft ream ; fo a Prince can never profper in a diflra&ed empire. By 
drinking pure milk the body is ftrengthened and the palate is gratified; but when 
mingled with water, pleafure no longer is found, and the fprings of health gradually 
decline. 

« A wife Prince refembles a ffiarp fword, which at a tingle Broke cuts through a 
pillar with fuch keennefs that the fabric Bill remains unffiaken; with equal keennefs 
his difcemment will penetrate advice. 

« A wife Prince is dear to his people, as the phyfician is to the lick man ; as light 
to thofe that are in darknefs; as uncxpefted fight to the eyes of the blind; as is the 
full moon on a wintry night, and milk to the infant from the breaft of its mother.” 

The commentator then proceeds to denounce tremendous judgments againB an 
oppreffive Prince and a corrupt judge ; the latter is thus curioufly menaced: 

« The uuniffiment of his crimes, who judges iniquitoufly and decides falfely, ffiall be 
greater than though he had llain one thousand women, one hundred priefts, or one 
ihoufand horfes.” 

The book concludes as follows : 

« Thus have the learned fpoken, and thus have the wife decreed, that litigation 
may ceafe among men, and contention be baniihed the land : and let all magiftrates 
and judges expound the laws as they are herein written ; and to the extent of their 
underftandings, and according to the di&ates of their confcience, pronounce judgment 
agreeably to the tenor of this book: let the welfare of their country, and the benefit 
of their fellow-creatures be their continual ftudy, and the foie obj eft of their attention: 
let them ever be mindful of the fupreme dignity of the Roulah t and the Bramins, and 
pay them that reverence which is due to their facred chara&ers : let them obferve 
becoming refpeft towards all men, and they ffiall ffiield the weak from oppreffion, 
fupport the helplefs, and, in particular cafes, mitigate the feverity of avenging juBice.” 

“ It fliall be the duty of a Prince, and the magiBrates of a Prince, wifely to regulate 
the internal police of the empire, to affifl and befriend the peafants, merchants, farmers, 
and thofe who follow trades, that they may daily increafe in worldly wealth and hap- 
pinefs ; they ffiall promote all works of charity, encourage the opulent to relieve the 
poor, and liberally contribute to pious and laudable purpofes ; and whalfoever good 
works fliall be promoted by their influence and example, whatfover ffiall be given in cha¬ 
rity, and whatfover benefit ffiall accrue to mankind from their endeavours, it fliall all 
be preferved in the records of heaven, one-fixth part of which, though the deeds be 

* Bittern* Surkaab is a Perfian term, ufed by the Maliommedan translator, 
f The Arracan name for Rhahaac* 
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the deeds, of others yet {hall it be afcribed unto them; and at the lad day, at the foletnn 
and awful hour of judgment, the recording fpirit Hull produce them, infcribed on the 
adamantine tablet of human aOions. But, on the other hand, if the profperity of the 
nation be ne-defted ; if juflice be fiilfered to lie dormant; if tumults arife and robberies 
are committed ; if rapine and foul affaffination ftalk along the plains, all crimes that 
fiiall be thus perpetrated through their reraiffnefs, one-fixth part fhall be brought to their 
account, and fall with weighty vengeance on their heads ; the dreadful confequences 
of which furpsis the power of tongue to utter, or of pen to exprefs.” 

Laws thus dictated by religion are, I believe, in general, confcientioufly adminiftered. 
The criminal iurifprudence of the Birmans is lenient in particular cafes, but rigorous 
in others : whoever is found guilty of an undue affumption of power, or of any crime 
that indicates a treafonable intent, is punifheu by the fevered tortures. I he firft com- 
miffion of theft does not incur the penalty of death, unlefs the amount ftolen be above 
800 kiat, ortackal, about look, or attended with circumftances of atrocity, fuch as 
murder or mutilation. In the former cafe, the culprit has a round mark imprinted on. 
each cheek by gunpowder and punctuation, and on his bread the word thief, with the 
article dolen ; for the fecond offence he is deprived of an arm ; but the third inevitably 
produces capital punilhment: decapitation is the inode by which criminals fuller, in 

the performance of which the Birman executioners are exceedingly Ikilful.. 

The city of Ummerapoora is divided into four diflmct fubordmate jurifdiiffions, in 
each of which a Maywoon prefides. This officer, who in the provinces is a viceroy, in 
the metropolis refembles a mayor, and holds a civil and criminal court ol judiee ; in 
capital cafes he tranfmits the evidence in writing, with his opinion, to the lotoo, or 
grand chamber of confukation, where the council of date affembles ; the council, after 
clofe examination into the documents, reports upon them to the King, who either par¬ 
dons the offender, or orders execution of the fentence : the Maywoon is obliged to 
attend in perfon, and fee the punifhment carried into effcd'. 

Civil fuits may be transferred from the courts of the Maywoons to the lotoo ; this 
removal, however, is attended with a heavy expence. There arc regular edabliflied 
lawyers, who conduct caufes, and plead ; eight only are licenlfed to plead in the lotoo ; 
they are called Ameendozaan: the ufual fee is five tackal, equal to i6s.; but the 
government has large profits on all fuits that are brought into court. 

There is no country of the ead in which the royal eftablilhment is arranged with more 
minute attention than in the Birman court; it is fplendid without being wadeful, 2nd 
numerous without confufion; the mod didinguidied members, when I was at the capi¬ 
tal were, the Sovereign, his principal Queen, entitled Nandoh Praw, by whom he has 
not any fons; his fecond wife Myack Nandoh, by whom he has two fons j the Engy 
Teekien *, or Prince Royal, and Pee Teekien, or Prince of Prome. The princes of 
Tongho, Baffien, and Pagahrn, are by favourite concubines. Meedah Praw is a Prmcefs 
of high dignity, and mother of the chief Queen. The Prince Royal is married, aiid 
has a fon and two daughters, all young; the lbn takes precedence of his uncles^ the 
■crown defcending to the male heirs in a direft line. Thefe were the principal per- 
fonages of the Birman royal family. 

Next in rank to the Princes of the blood royal, are the Woongees f, or chief miniders 
of date. The edabliflied number is four, but the place of one has long been vacant: 
ihefe form the great ruling council of the nation ; they fit in the lotoo, or imperial 

* Often called Engy Praw, 

Woon fignifies burthen j the compound word implies* beaver of the great burthen* 
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hall of confutation every day, except on the Birman labbath, from twelve till three or 
four o’clock, or later, as there happens to be bufinefs; they iffne mandates to the 
Maywoons, or viceroys of the different provinces ; they controul every department of 
the Hate, and, in fact, govern the empire, fubjed always to the pleafure of the King, 
whofe will is abfolute, and power undefined. 

To ailift in the adminiftration of affairs, four officers called Woondocks, are affociated 
with the Woongees, but of far inferior authority; they fit in the lotoo in a deliberative 
capacity, having no vote: they give their opinions, and may record their diffent from 
any meafure that is propofed; but the Woongees decide: the Woondocks, however, 
are frequently employed to carry into execution bufinefs of great public importance. 

Four Attawoons, or miniftersof the interior, poffefs a great degree of influence that 
fotnetimes counteracts with fuccefs the views and willies of the Woongees ; thefe the 
King felects to be his privy counfellors, from their talents, and'the opinion he enter-- 
tains of their integrity ; they have accefs to him at all times j a privilege which the 
principal Woongee does not enjoy. 

There are four chief fecretaries, called Sere-dogees, who have numerous writers or 
inferior Serees under them. 

Four Nachaangee lit in the lotoo, take notes, and report whatever is tranfaded. 

Four Sandohgaan regulate all ceremonials, introduce flrangers of rank into 
the royal prefence, and are the bearers of meffuages from tile council of ftate to the 
King. 

There are nine Sandozains, or readers, whofe bufinefs it is to read all official 
writings, petitions, &c. Every document in which the public is concerned, or that 
is brought before the council in the lotoo, is read aloud. 1 

The four Maywoons already mentioned, are reftrided to the magitterial fuper- 
intcndance of their refpective quarters of the city ; they have nothing farther to do 
with the lotoo, than to obey the commands they receive from thence. 

The Affaywoon, or paymafter-general, is allb an officer of high importance j the 
place is at prelent held by one of the Woongees, who is called A flay Woongee. 

There are feveral other officers of diftindion, who bear no oflenfible lhare in the 
adminillration of public affairs, fuch as the Daywoon, or King’s armour-bearer ; the 
Chaingeewoon, or matter of the elephants ; alfo the Woons of the Queen’s houfe- 
hold, and that of the Prince royal. Each of the junior Prinses has a diftind 
eftablilhment. 

In the Birman government there are no hereditary dignities or employments; all 
honours and offices, on the demife of the poffdl’or, revert to the crown. 

The tfaloe, or chain, is the badge of the order of nobility, of which there are different 
degrees, diftinguifhed by the number of livings or finall chains that compofe the 
ornament ; the firings are fattened by boffes where they unite ; three of open chain- 
work is the lowefl rank ; three of neatly twilled wire is the next ; then of fix, of nine, 
and of twelve : no fubjed is ever honoured with a higher degree then twelve ; the 
King alone wears twenty-four. 

It has already been noticed, that almofl every article of ufe, as well as ornament, 
particularly in their drefs, indicates the rank of the owner ; the fliape of the beetle- 
box, which is carried by an attendant after a Birman of difUndion wherever he goes, 
his ear-rings, cap of ceremony, horfe furniture, even the metal of which his fpitting- 
pot and drinking-cup are made (which if of gold denote him to be a man of high 
con fi deration), all are indicative of the gradations of fociety ; and woe be unto him that 
aflumes die iulignia of a degree which is not his legitimate right 1 


The: 


SYMES’S EMBASSY TO AVA. 


4$6 

The court drefs of the Birman nobility is very becoming ; it confifts of a long robe* 
either of flowered fatih or velvet, reaching to the ankles, with an open collar and 
loofe fieeves; over this there is a fcarf, or flowing mantle that hangs from the 
fhoulders; and on their heads they wear high caps made of velvet, either plain or of 
filk embroidered with flowers of gold, according to the rank of the wearer. Ear¬ 
rings are a part of male drefs; perfons of condition ufe tubes of gold about three 
inches long, and as thick as a large quill, which expands at one end like the mouth 
of a fpeaking trumpet; others wear a heavy mafs of gold beaten into a plate, and 
rolled up; this lamp of metal forms a large orifice in the lobe of the ear, and drags 
it down by the weight to the extent fometimes of two inches. The women likewife 
have their diftinguifhing paraphernalia: their hair is tied in a bunch at the top of the 
head, and bound round with a fillet, the embroidery and ornaments of which exprefs 
their refpective ranks ; a fhort fhift reaches to the pit of the ftomach, is drawn tight 
by firings, and fupports the breafts; over that is a loofe jacket with clofe fieeves > 
round their waifl they roll a long piece of lilk, or cloth, which reaching to their feet, 
and fometimes trailing on the ground, encircles them twice, and is then tucked in. 
When women of condition go abroad, they put on a filk fafli, refembling a long 
fhawl, which erodes their bofom, and is thrown over the fhoulders, gracefully- 
flowing on each fide. The loweft clafs of females often wear only a Angle garment, in 
the form of a lheet, which, wrapped round the body, and tucked in under the arm, 
erodes their breafts, which it fcarcely conceals, and defeends to their ankles; thus, 
when they walk, the bottom of the cloth, where it overlaps, is neceffarily opened by 
the protrufion of the leg, and difplays to a fide view as high as the middle of the 
thigh; fuch an expofure, in the opinion of an European, bears an indecent 
appearance, although it excites no fuch idea in the people themfelves. There 
is an idle and difgufting flory related by fome writers, refpedting the origin of this 
fafhion, which being wholly unfounded, does not deferve repetition : it has been the 
eftabliflied national mode of drefs from time immemorial j and every woman, when 
walking, mult fliew great part of her leg, as what maybe called their petticoat is always 
open in front, inftead of being clofed by a feam. 

Women, in full drefs, ftain the palms of their hands and their nails of a red colour, 
for which they ufe a vegetable juice, and ftrew on their bofoms powder of fandal 
wood, or of a bark called Sunneca, with which fome rub their faces. Both men 
and women tinge the edges of their eyelids and their teeth with black ; this latter 
operation gives to their mouths a very unfeemly appearance in the eyes of an European, 
which is not diminifhed by their being conftantly filled with beetle leaf. Men of rank 
wear, in common drefs, a tight coat, with long fieeves made of muffin, or of extremely 
fine nankeen, which is manufactured in the country; alfo a filk wrapper that encircles 
the waift: the working clafs are ufually naked to the middle, but in the cold feafon a 
mantle or veft of European broad cloth is highly prized. 

The Birmans in their features bear a nearer refemblance to the Chinefe than to 
the natives of Hindoftan. The women efpecially in the northern part of the empire, 
are fairer than Hindoo females, but not fo delicately formed; they are, however, 
well made, and in general inclined to corpulence: their hair is black, coarfe, and 
long. The men are not tall in ftature, but active and athletic ; they have a very 
youthful appearance, from the cuftom of plucking their beards inftead of ufing the 
razor: they tattoo their thighs and arms into various fantaftic fhapes and figures, 
which they believe operate as a charm againft the weapons of their enemies. Neither 
the men nor the women are fo cleanly in their perfons as the Hindoos of India, among 
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whom diurnal ablution is a religious as well as a moral duty, Girls are taught, at an 
early age, to turn their arms in fuch a manner as to make them appear diflorted : when 
the arm is extended the elbow is inverted, the infide of the joint being protruded, 
and the external part bending inwards $ from this caufe, the pendant arm in the 
plates feems as if it were broken : the reprefentationis, nevertheiefs, perfe&ly faithful. 

Marriages among the Birmans are not contra&ed until the parties attain the age 
of puberty : the contract is purely civil; the ecclefiaftical jurifdicHon having nothing 
to do with it. The law prohibits polygamy, and recognizes but one wife, who is 
denominated Mica; concubinage, however, is admitted to an unlimited extent. A 
man may repudiate his wife under particular circumftances, but the procefs is attended 
with a heavy expence. Concubines, living in the fame houfe with the legitimate wife, 
are, by law, obliged to perform menial fervices for her, and when fhe goes abroad 
they attend her, bearing her water-flaggon, beetle-box, fan, &c. When a hufband 
dies, his concubines, if bound in fervitude to him, become the property of the fur- 
viving widow, unlefs he {hall have emancipated them by a fpecific aft previous to his 
deceafe. When a young man is defirous to efpoufe a girl, his mother, or neared 
female relation, fir ft makes the propofal in private; if the fuit be well received, a 
party of his friends proceed to the houfe of the parents of the maiden, with whom they 
adjuft the dotal portion. On the morning of the bridal day the bridegroom fends to 
the lady three loongees, or lower garments, three tubbecks, or fafties, and three 
pieces of white mufiin ; fuch jewels alfo, ear-rings and bracelets, as his circumftances 
will admit: a feaft is prepared by the parents of the bride, and formal writings are 
executed : the new-married couple eat out of the fame difli, the bridegroom prefents 
the bride with foine ltepaek, or pickled tea, which (lie accepts and returns the com¬ 
pliment : thus ends the ceremony without any of that fubfequent riot # and refi fiance on 
the part of the young lady and her female friends, with which the Sumatrian damlels 
oppofe the privileges of an ardent bridegroom. 

When a man dies inteftate, three-fourths of his property go to his children born in 
wedlock but not in equal proportions \ and one-fourth to the widow, who is the 
guardian both of the property and the children until the latter attain the age of 
maturity. A Birman funeral is folemnized with much religious parade, and external 
demonftration of grief: the corpfe is carried on a bier, on men’s fliouiders; the pro- 
cefiion moves {lowly; the relations attend in mourning ; and women, hired for the 
occafion, precede the body and chant a dirge-like air. The Birmans bum their 
dead, unlefs the deceafed is a pauper, in which cafe he is either buried or caft into 
the river, as the ceremony of burning is very expen five. The bier is placed on a 
funeral pile fix or eight feet high, made of billets of dried wood laid acrofs, with 
intervals to admit a circulation of air, and increafe the flame. The Rhahaans walk 
round the pile, reciting prayers to Gaudma, until the fire reaches the body, when the 
whole is quickly reduced to allies : the bones are afterwards gathered and depoiited 
in a "grave. Perfons of high diftindtion, fuch as the Seredaw, or chief ecclefiaftic 
of a province, a Maywoon, a Woongee, or a member of the royal family, are 
embalmed, and their remains preferved fix weeks or two months after deceafc, before 
they are committed to the funeral pile : during this period the body is laid in ftate 
in fome kioum or religious building j but at the capital it is placed in a (acred falcon, 
beautifully ornamented with gilding, and exclufively appropriated to that pious purpofe. 
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1 was told, that honey is the principal ingredient made ule of to preferve the body from 
putrefaction. 

Of the population of the Birman dominions I could only form a conclufion from 
the information I received of the number of dries, towns, and villages in the empire ; 
thefe, I was allured by a perfon who might be fuppofed to know, and had no motive 
for deceiving me, amount to eight thotifand, not including the recent addition af 
Arracan* If this be true, which X have no reafon to doubt, and we fuppofe each town,, 
on an average, toccntain three hundred houfes, and each houfe fixperfons, the refult 
will determine the population at fourteen millions four hundred thoufand. Few of 
the inhabitants live in lolitary habitations ; they moftly form themfelves into fmall 
focieries, and their dwellings thus collected compofe their ruas, or villages 5 if, there¬ 
fore, we reckon their numbers, including Arracan, at feventeeix millions, the calcula¬ 
tion may not be widely erroneous; I believe it rather falls fhort of, than exceeds the 
truth. After all, however, it is mere conjecture, as I have no better data for my 
guidance than what I have related. 

With regard to the revenue of the Birman hate, I confefs myfelf to be without the 
means of forming even a rough eflimate of the amount. According to the facred law 
in the chapter which treats of the duties of a monarch, Dhafameda or a tenth of 
all produce, is the proportion w hich is to be exacted as the authorized due of the 
government ; and one-tenth is the amount of the King’s duty on all foreign goods 
imported into his dominions. The revenue arifing from the euftoms on imports, and 
from internal produce, is moftly taken in kind ; a fmall part of which is converted 
into cafh, the reft is diftributed, as received, in lieu of falaries, to the various depend¬ 
ants of the court. Princes of the blood, high officers of ftate, and provincial 
governors, receive grants of provinces, cities, villages, aod farms, to fupport their 
dignity, and as a remuneration of their fervices: the rents of thefe affignments they 
collect for their own benefit. Money, except on preffing emergency, is never 
difburfed from the royal coffers; to one man the fees of an office are allotted ; to 
another a ftation where certain imports are colle&ed f a third has land ; each in 
proportion to the importance of his refpeftive employment: by thefe donations, they 
are not only bound in their own perfonal fervitude, but likewife in that of all their 
dependants y they are called flaves of the King, and in turn their yaffals are denominated 
Haves to them : the condition of thefe grants include alfo fervices of war, as well as 
the duties of office. Thus the Birman government exhibits almoft a faithful picture of 
Europe in the darker ages, when, on the decline of the Roman empire, the principles 
of feodal dependence were eftablifbed by barbarians from the north. 

Although it ieems difficult, and perhaps impoffible, under iuch a fyftem, to afeer- 
tain, in any ftandard currency, the amount of the royal revenue, yet the riches which 
the Birman monarch is faid to poflefs are immenfe; a fuppofirion that may readily be 
admitted,i when it is conlidered that a very fmall ffiare of what enters his exchequer 
returns into circulation. The hoarding ot money is a favourite maxim of oriental ftate 
policy \ an eaftem potentate cannot be brought to comprehend that the diffufion of 
properry among his fubjects is a iurer fource of wealth to himfelf, and of fecurity to 
Ills throne, than the pofiefhon of Lydian treafures, locked up in vaults, and concealed 
in fecret feceffes, contrived by fordid avarice and foclifh cunning. 

* See Appendix. 
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CHAP. XII. — Military EJlabliJhment; — Infantry ; — Caffay Cavalry ; — Artificers. 

— War-boats, — Gunpowder long known ; — ! V'capons. — Food. — Climate . — Soil. 

Produce. — Minerals. —• Precious Stones. — Commerce. — Currency. — Weights. — 

Mcafures. ■— Character of the Natives — not jealous of their Women : — ferocious 

in War. —Beggars unknown. — Animals. — Dmfton of Time. — Mujic. — Language. 

— Extent tf the Empire. — Rivers, 

THE Birmans may be termed a nation of foldiers, every man in the kingdom being 
liable to be called upon for his military fervices; and war is deemed the molt honour¬ 
able occupation: the regular military eftablilliment of the Birmans is, neverthelefs, 
very inconfiderable, not exceeding the numbers of which the royal guard is coin- 
poled, and fuch as are neceffary to preferve the police of the capital. When an army 
is to be raifed, a mandate iffues from the golden palace, to all viceroys of provinces, 
and miougees of diftricts, requiring a certain number of men to be at a general ren¬ 
dezvous on an appointed day, under command fometimes of the viceroy himfelf, but 
oftener that of an inferior officer: the levy is proportioned to the population of the 
province, or diftrict, eftimated from the number of regiftered houfes that it contains. 
The provincial court determines the burthen which each houfe is to bear; commonly 
every two, three, or four houfes are to furnifh among them one recruit, or to pay 
300 tackal in money, about 40/. or 45/.; this recruit is fupplied with arms, ammuni¬ 
tion, and, I believe, with a certain daily allowance of grain from government, but is 
not entitled to pay. The families of thefe confcripts are carefully retained in the dif- 
tria which they inhabit, as hoftages for the good corduft of their relation. In cafe of 
defertion or treachery, the innocent wife, children, and parents of the guilty perfon, 
are dragged to execution without the lealt remorfe or pity; even cowardice fubjecfs 
the family of the delinquent to capital puniffiment. This barbarous law, which is 
rigoroufly enforced, muff have a powerful effed in fecuring the allegiance of the troops, 
and of impelling them to vigorous exertion ; and it is, perhaps, the only fure mode 
of inciting to enterprifes of danger, men who are not actuated by any innate fenfe of 
honour, and who do not feel any national pride. 

Infantry and cavalry compofe the regular guards of the king ; the former are armed 
with mufkets and fabres, the latter are provided with.a f’pear about feven or eight feet 
long, which they manage on horfeback with great dexterity, feldom requiring or 
making ufe of any other weapon. The infantry are not uniformly clothed; 1 heard 
various accounts of their numbers: 700 do conftant duly within the precincts, and at 
the feveral gates of the palace: I think that, on the day of my public reception, I faw 
about 2000, and have no doubt that all the troops in the city, were paraded on that 
occafion. I was told that there were only 300 cavalry in Uminerapoora, but that 
2000 were Scattered, in fmall detachments, throughout the neighbouring diftricts. All 
the troopers in the king’s fervice are natives of Cafiay, who are much better horfemen 
than the Birmans. Mr. Wood, who faw fome of them at exercife, informed me, that 
they nearly refembled thofe whom he had met with in Aflam; they ride, like all 
orientals, with fliort ftirrups and a loofe rein; their faddle is hard and high, and two 
large circular Saps of ftrong leather hang down on each fide, painted or gilded, ac¬ 
cording to the quality of the rider. Their drels is not unbecoming; they wear a tight 
coat, with fkirts reaching down to the middle of the thigh; and on their head a turban 
ol cloth, rolled hard and plaited, which forms a high cone, that bends backwards in a 
graceful manner. The horfes of Ava are fmall, but very hardy and active; contrary 
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to the practice of other eaftern countries, they caftrate their horfes, and are thus 
enabled to maintain them with little trouble and expence, and can alfo turn a number 
loofe in a field together, without any rilk of their injuring one another. Horles are 
frequently exported in timber Ihips bound for Madras, and other parts of the coaft, 
where they are difpofed of to confiderable advantage. 

The government of Ava is extremely attentive to provide, in times of peace, for the 
contingencies of war; the royal magazines, I was told, could furnift 20,000 fire¬ 
locks, which, if they refembled the fpecimens I faw, cannot be very formidable; thefe 
have been imported, at different periods, into the country, by flaps trading to Ran¬ 
goon and other parts of the empire, and are either of French manufacture, or con¬ 
demned inufkets from the Englifli arfenals in India. The Birmans are very fond of 
their arms, of which they take great care; their gunfiniths, who are all natives of 
Caffay, keep them in repair; but they are in general fo bad as to be out of the power 
of art to render them ferviceable. I faw a tolerably good fowling-piece, which they 
faid was entirely the work of a Caffay artificer; this, however, was allowed to be an 
extraordinary effort of genius : the perfon who fliewed it to me prefented me, at the 
fame time, with a bamboo, which threw out a fliort fpear of iron by means of a Ipring; 
it was executed by the maker of the gun, and feemed to be formed after a model of 
an Englifli walking-ftick, that contained a concealed fpike; the imitation evinced much 
ingenuity, although the workmanfhip was coarfe, and the iron badly polifhed. 

By far the mo ft refpe&able part of the Birman military force is their eftablifhment 
of war-boats. Every town of note, in the vicinity of the river, is obliged to turnifti a 
certain number of men, and one or more boats, in proportion to the magnitude of the 
place. I was informed, that the king can command, at a very fliort notice, 500 of 
thefe veffels: they are conftrufted out of the folid trunk of the teak tree, which is 
excavated partly by fire, and partly by cutting; the largeft are from eighty to one 
hundred feet long, but the breadth feldom exceeds eight feet, and even this fpace is 
produced by artificially extending the fides after the trunk has been hollowed. They 
carry from fifty to fixty rowers, who ufe fliort oars that work on a fpindle; the prow 
is folid, and has a flat furface, on which, when thev go to war, a piece of ordnance 
is mounted, a fix, a nine, or even a twelve pounder; the gun carnage is fecured by 
ftrong lafliings to ftrong bolts on each fide, and fwivels are frequently fixed on the 
curvature of the ftern. 

Each rower is provided with a fword and a lance, which are placed by his fide whilft 
he plies the oars. Befides the boatmen, there are ufually thirty foldiers on board, who 
are armed with mufkets: thus prepared, nhey go in fleets to meet the foe, and, when 
In fight, draw up in a line, prefenting their prows to the enemy. Their attack is 
extremely impetuous; they advance with great rapidity, and fing a war-fottg, at once 
to encourage their people, daunt their adverfaries, and regulate the ftrokes of their 
oars : they generally endeavour to grapple, and when that is effected, the action 
becomes very fevere, as thefe people are endued with great courage, ftrength, and acti¬ 
vity. In times of peace, they are fond of exercifing in their boats, and I have often 
been entertained with the dexterity they difplay in the management of them. The 
veffels being low in the water, their greateft danger is that of being run down by a 
larger boat ftriking on their broadfide, a misfortune which the freerfinail is taught to 
dread, and to avoid, above all others. It is furprifing to fee the facility with which 
they fleer, and elude each other in their mock combats. The rowers are alfo prac- 
tii'ed to row backwards, and impel the veffel with the ftern foremoft : this is the mode 
of retreat, by means of which the artillery ftill bears upon their opponent. The 
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largeft of the war-boats do not draw more than three feet water. When a perfon of 
rank is on board, there is a fort of moving tilt or canopy for his particular accommo¬ 
dation.. placed fometimes in the centre, and fometimes on the prow. The fides of 
. the boat are either gilt as far as the water’s edge, or plain, according to the rank of 
the perfon it carries. Gilded boats are only permitted to princes of the blood, or to 
perfons holding the highefl Rations, fuch as a Maywoon of a province, and a miniRer 
of Rate. 

It is by no means improbable, that the ufe of gunpowder was well known in India 
before its effetts wer j dilcovered in the weR; yet there is not any reafon to believe 
that the natives of Ava applied it to the purpofe ofmufquetry, till Europeans inRructed 
them in the art- According to Indian accounts, camion were fabricated in the eaft 
long before the mra of European conqueR^ their artillery, however, was not capable 
of being tranfported with facility, or at all ufed in the field : they were made of iron 
bars beaten into a cylindrical form, rudely put together, but bf great Rrength and 
enormous weight, from which, when raifed on a rampart or tower, they threw huge 
Rones to annoy the enemy. The mulket was firR introduced into the Pegue and Ava 
countries by the Portugueze, and is an implement of war which the inhabitants un- 
wifely prefer to their own native weapons, the fpear and fabre; a partiality that is 
highly prejudicial to themfeives, for nothing can be lefs formidable than fuch fire-arms 
as they polR-fs, or have the means of procuring. The proper indigenous weapons of 
the country are the fpear, the javelin, which is thrown from the hand, the crofs-bow, 
and the fabre ; the latter is ufed by the Birmans not only as an implement of war, but 
is likewife applied to various pArpofes as an inRmment of manual labour j with this 
the pealant fells trees, Rapes timbers, cuts bamboos, or defends himfelf againfi an 
enemy and wild beaRs; he never travels without it, and generally, when on a journey, 
carries a fliield on his left arm: they encumber themfeives with lefs baggage than 
perhaps any other people} and are fatisfied with a fcanty portion of the hardeft 
fare. 

hi their food, the Birmans, compared with the Indians, are grofs and uncleanly. 
Although their religion forbids the flaughter of animals in general, yet they apply the 
inrerdi&ion only to thofe that are domenicated} all game is eagerly fought after, and 
in many places it is publicly fold ; reptiles alfo. fuch as lizards, guanas, and fiiakes, 
conRitute a part of the fubfiRencc of the lower claffes. During our voyage up the 
river, the boatmen, after we had brought-to, ufed frequently to hunt for ^camelions 
and lizards among the thickets. They are extremely fond of vegetables; at thofe 
places where garden greens were not to be procured, they gathered wild forrel, and 
fometimes fubRituted the tender leaves of trees ; thefe, boiled with rice, and moiflened 
with a little oil, or feafoned with gnapee, or pickled fprat, compofe a meal with which 
a Birman p( Rant or boatman is fatisfied ; the higher ranks, however, live with more 
delicacy, although their fare is never very fumptuous. 

The climate of every part of the Birman empire which I have vifited, bore teflimony 
to its falubrity, by the befi poflible criterion, the appearance and vigour of the natives. 
The feafons are regular, and the extremes of heat and cold are feldotn experienced} 
at leaR, the duration of that intenfe heat which immediately precedes the commence¬ 
ment of the rainy feafon is fo Hurt, that it incommodes but for a very little time. During 
our refidence in the country we loR only one man by difeafe j another * met an acci¬ 
dental death } in wandering through the woods he became the prey of a tiger. * 

* This unfortunate man belonged to the Sea-Horfc. 
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The foil of the foutbern provinces of the Birman empire Is remarkably fertile, and 
produces as luxuriant crops of rice as are to be found in the fineft parts of Bengal, 
Farther northward the country becomes irregular and mountainous j but the plains and 
valleys, particularly near the river, are exceedingly fruitful ; they yield good wheat, 
and \he various kinds of fin-all grain which grow in Bindoftan; as likewife legumes, 
and moft of the efculent vegetables of India, Sugar canes, tobacco of a fuperior 
quality, indigo, cotton, and the different tropical fruits, in perfection, are all indi¬ 
genous products of this favoured land* 

Befides the teak tree, which grows in many parts of the Birman empire, as well to 
the north of Ummerapoora* as in the foulhera country, there is almoft every defcrip- 
tion of timber that is know in India. Dr* Buchanan, in one of his afternoon excurfions, 
perceived a large log of hr, w hich, hfe attendant informed him, had been wafhed down 
by the torrents from a mountainous part of the country, four days’ journey northward 
of the capital, where it grows in abundance, and of confiderablts magnitude; the. 
natives call it Tasnyo ; they extra# the turpentine, which they turn to ufe, but con- 
fider the wood of little value, on account of its foftnefs- If they could be prevailed 
upon to tranfport it to Rangoon, it might prove a beneficial material to the navigation of 
India, Top-gallant malls and yards made of teak are thought to be too heavy. Euro¬ 
pean and American fpars are often bought for thefe purpofes at a very exorbitant price, 
an inconvenience which the fir of Ava, if conveyed to the market, would probably 
obviate* 

The kingdom of Ava abounds in minerals ; fix days* journey from Bamoo, near 
the frontiers of China, there are mines of gold and filver, called Badouem: there 
are alfo mines of gold, filver, rubies, and fapphires at prefent open on a mountain 
near the Keenduem, called Woobolootaun ; but the moft valuable, and thofe which 
produce the fineft jewels, are in the vicinity of the capital, nearly oppofite to Keoum- 
meoum, Precious ftones are found in feveral other parts of the empire* The inferior 
minerals, fuch as contain iron, tin, lead, antimony, arfenic, fulphur, &c. are met with 
in great abundance ; amber, of a confidence unufually pure and pellucid, is dug up in 
large quantities near the river ; gold, likewife, is difcovered in thefandy beds of ftreams 
which defcend from the mountains. Between the Keenduem and the Irrawaddy, 
to the northward, there is a fmall river called Shoe Lien Kioup, or the dream of 
Golden Sand, 

Diamonds and emeralds are not produced in any part of the Ava empire ; but it 
affords amethyfts, gamers, very beautiful chr yfolites, jafper, loadftone, and marble; 
the quarries of the iattety are only a few miles from Ummerapoora; it is equal in 
quality to the fineft marble of Italy, and admits of a polifh that renders it almoft tranf- 
parent* Blocks of any fize drat it is pofiible to tranlporr might be procured, but the 
Die is prohibited \ nor is it allowed to be carried away without a fpecial order. Images 
of Gaudma being chiefly compofed of this material, it is on that account held facred* 
Birmans may not purchafe the marble in a mafs, but are fuffered and indeed encou¬ 
raged to buy figures of the deities ready made. Exportation of their gods out of the 
kingdom is ftriCtly forbidden. The city of Chagrin is the principal manufactory of 
thefe marble divinities* 

An extenfive trade is carried on between the capital of the Birman dominions and 
yunan in China* The principal article of export from Ava is cotton, of which I was 
informed there are two kinds, one of a brown colour, of which nankeens are made, 
the other white, like the cotton of India ; I did not fee any of the former. This com¬ 
modity is tranfported up the Irrawaddy in large boats, as far as Bamoo, where ir is 
bartered at the common jee, or mart, with Chinele merchants, and conveyed by the 
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latter^ partly by land, and partly by water* into the Chinefe dominions* Amber, ivory, 
precious Hones, beetle not, and the edible n efts brought from the eaftern Archipelago, 
are alfo articles of commerce : In return, the Birmans procure raw and wrought ftlfcs* 
velvets, gold leaf, preferves, paper, and fome uteniils of hard ware* 

The commerce between the capital and the louthem parts of the empire is facilitated 
by the noble river that waters the country ; its principal obefls are the needfaries of 
life; feveral thousand boals are annually'employed in tranfporting rice from the lower 
provinces, to fupply Unimerapoora, and the northern diflri£ts ; fait and gnapee may 
likewife be reckoned under the fame head. Articles of foreign importation are moftly 
conveyed up the Irrawaddy ; a few are introduced by way of Arracan, and carried over 
the mountains on the head of coolies, or labourers ; European bread cloth, a fmall 
quantity of hardware, coarfe Bengal mu-Iins, Coflembuzar fiIk handkerchiefs. China- 
ware, which will not admit of land-carnage, and glafs, are the principal commodities. 
Cocoa-nuts alfo, brought from the Nicobar I {lands, where they are of uncommon excel¬ 
lence, are looked upon as a delicacy, and bear a high price : merchants carry clown 
filver, lac, precious Hones, and forne other articles to no great amount* A confide#* 
able fmn of money is annually laid out at the capital in the purchafe of marble ftatues 
of Gaudina, which are all fabricated in the diftrife of C ha gain, oppofne Awa-haung, 
or ancient Ava : they are not permitted to be made at any other place* 

The Birmans, like the Chinefe, have fto coin; filver in bullion, and lead, are the 
current monies of the country ; weight and purity are, of couvfe, the ftandard of value, 
and in the a feertainment of both the natives are exceedingly fcrupulous and experts 
"What foreigners call a tackal, properly kiat, is the moil general piece of filver in 
circulation: it weighs ten penny-weights ten grains and three-fourths ; its fobdivifions 
are, the tubbee, two of which make one moo; two moo one math; four math one 
tackal, and one hundred tackal compofe one vifs* Money-fcales and weights are all 
fabricated at the capital, where they are ftamped, and afterwards circulated through¬ 
out the empire ; the ufe of any others is prohibited* 

Rice is fold by a meafure called tayndaung, or bafket, the weight is fixteen vifs* 
about fifty-fix pounds. There are many fubdivifions of meafurement* The average 
price of rice at the capital is onetackal, rather more than half-a-crown, for a bafket and 
a half- At Rangoon and Martaban one tackal will purchafe four or five balkets* 

The bankers, called by foreigners Fymon, are likewife workers in diver, and a flay¬ 
ers of metal; this is a clafs of people very numerous, and mdifpenfably neceflary, as 
no ilranger can undertake either to pay or receive money without* having, it iirft exa¬ 
mined* Every merchant has a banker of this defcription, with whom he lodges all his 
cafh, and who, for receiving and paying, gets an eltablifhed cominiflion of one per 
cent.; in con fi deration of which he is refponfibie for the quality of what goes through 
his hands; and in no infhnce did I ever hear of a breach of trufl committed by one of 
thefe bankers. The quantity of alloy varies in tile filver current in dliferent parts of the 
empire ; at Rangoon it is adulterated twenty-five per cent* ; at Ummerapoora, pure, 
or what is called dowered filver, is moft common ; in this latter all royal dues are paid* 
The feveral modifications are as follows : 

Rouni, or pure filver. 

Rounika. 5 per cent* of alloy* 

Rounizee, 1 o per cent. 

Rouafiee, 20 per cent. 

Moowadzoo, 25 per cent* 

Woombo, 30 per cent* •* 

Any 
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Any perfoti may have his filver either purified or depreciated to whatever ftandard 
he choofes; the neareft filverfmith will be glad to perform the work, free from charge 
for his labour, as the bringer by the operation muft'lofe a trille, which the artill gains: 
the fmall quantity of metal that adheres to the crucible is his profit. I was informed, 
that the filverfmith can fell thefe crucibles afterwards to refiners for forty tackais a thou- 
fand, and that an adequate gain accrues to the purchafer from the metal extrafted from 
the pot after it is broken. 

The Birman meafures of length are, a paul-gaut, or inch, eighteen ol which com¬ 
pere the taiin, or cubit. 

The faundaung, or royal cubit *, equal to twenty-two inches. 

The dha, or bamboo, which con fills of feven royal cubits; 1000 dha make one 
Birman league, or dain, nearly equal to two Britilh miles and two furlongs; the league 
is alfo fubdivided into tenths. The Birmans keep their accounts in decimals, after the 

manner of the Chinefe. . . 

It has already been noticed, that the general difpofirion of the Birmans is finkingly 
contrafted with that of the natives of India, from whom they are feparated only by a 
narrow range of mountains, in many places admitting of an eafy intercourfe, Not- 
withftanding the fmall extent of this barrier, the phyfical difference between the 
nations could fcarcely be greater, had they been fituated at the oppofite extremities of 
the globe. The Birmans are a lively, inquifitive race, active, irafcible, and impatient; 
the char after of their Bengal neighbours is too well known as the reverfe to need any 
delineation j the unworthy paflion of jealoufy, which prompts moll nations of the ealt 
to immure their women within the walls of an haramy and fur round them with guards, 
feems to have fcarcely any influence over the minds of this extraordinary and more 
liberal people. Birman wives and daughters are not concealed from the fight of men, 
and are fuffered to have as free intercourfe with each other as the rules of European 
fociety admit: but in other refpefts women have juft reafon to complain of their treat¬ 
ment ; they are confidered as not belonging to the fame fcale of the creation as men, 
and even the law ftamps a degrading diftinftion between the fexes; the evidence of a 
woman is not received as of equal weight with that of a man, and a woman is not 
fuffered to afeend the fteps of a court of jultice, but is obliged to deliver her teftimony 
on the outfide of the roof. The cuftom of felling their women to ftrangers, which 
has before been adverted to, is confined to the lowed claffes of fociety, and is perhaps 
oftener the confequence of heavy pecuniary embarraffment, than an aft of inclination : 
it is not, however, confidered as fhameful, nor is the female dilhonoured ; partly per¬ 
haps from this caufe, and partly from their habits of education, women furrender 
themfelves the viftims of this barbarous cuftom with apparent refignation. It is alfo 
faid, that they are very feldom unfaithful to their foreign mafters; indeed they are 
often effentially ufeful, particularly to thofe who trade, by keeping u_jir accounts 
and tranfafting their bufinefs: but when a man departs from the country, he is not 
fuffered to carry his temporary wife along with him; on that point the law is exceed- 
ingly rigorous: every fliip, before die receives her clearance, is diligently fearched 
by the officers of the cuftom-houfe: even if their vigilance were to be eluded, the 
woman would be quickly miffed; and it would be foon difeovered in what veffel fhe 
had gone, nor could that fhip ever return to a Birman port but under penalty of con- 
fifeation of the property, and the infliction of a heavy fine and imprisonment on the 
mailer: female children alfo, born of a Birman mother, are not fuffered to be raken 


away 


* This cubit varies according to the will of the monarch. 
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away. Men are permitted to emigrate : but they think that the expatriation of women 
would impoverifh the ftate, by dimimfhing the fources of its population. 

One vice is ufually the parent of another : the Birmans* being exempt from that oi 
jealoufy, do not refort to the diabolical practice of emafculating male children, to 
educate them as fpies over their women, Chaftity, they know, is more fafely guarded 
by principles of honour and attachment than by moats or caftles* When Arracan was 
conquered by the Birmans, feverai eunuchs were made pri toners, belonging to the 
prince of the country, who had adopted that degenerate cuftoni of Mahomedan 
growth. Thefe people are maintained by the Birman monarch rather as memorials 
of his conqueft, than for any fervices they are required to perform. Infidelity is not a 
chara&eriftic of Birman wives ; in general they have too much employment to leave 
leifure for the corruption of their minds* A woman of the higheft rank feldom fits in 
idlenefs at home ; her female fervants, like thofe of Grecian dames of antiquity, ply 
u the various labours of the loom,” whilft the miftrefs fuperintends and directs their 
induftry. On the occafion of a formal vifit to the mother of the prefent queen, we 
obferved, in one of the galleries of her palace, three or four looms at work, wrought 
by the damfels of her houfeholch Weaving is chiefly a female occupation, Moft 
Birman families make all the cotton and filk cloth that is required for their domeftic 
confufliption. 

The Birmans, in fome points of their difpofition, difplay the ferocity of barbarians, 
and in others, all the humanity and tendernefs of polifhed life : they inflift the molt 
favage vengeance on their enemies; as invaders, defolation marks their track, for they 
fpare neither fex nor age: but at home they affume a different character ; there they 
manifeft benevolence, by extending aid to the infirm, the aged, and the fick : filial 
piety is inculcated as a fapred precept, and its duties are reiigioufly obferved, A 
common beggar is no where to be feen : every individual is certain of receiving fufle- 
nance, which, if he cannot procure it by his own labour, is provided for him by 
others. 

During the feverai excurfions which we made into the country, we did not perceive 
any of the feathered tribe that were peculiar to this part of the world, or that were not 
to be met with in India, the ornithology of which is already welt known. The Henza, 
the fymbol of the Birman nation, as the eagle was of the Roman empire, is a fpecies 
of wild fowl, called in India the Braminy goofe; but the natives of Ava do not deify 
the bird. Of the beafts of Ava, the only one that I faw, with which I was unac¬ 
quainted, was the ichneumon, or the rat of Pharaoh, called by the natives Ounbaii. 
It is a fingular circumftance, that there Ihould not be fueh an animal as the jackal in 
the Ava dominions, confidering that they are fo numerous in the adjoining country. 
Pegue abounds in elephants j for though they are to be met with in other parts of the 
empire, that feems to be their favourite abode. One of His Birman Majefty s titles is. 
Lord of the White Elephant, and of all the Elephants in the World, 

The Birmans divide their time as follows : 

The fpace in which the finger can be raifed and depreffed is called charazi j ten 
charazi make one piaan y fix piaan one bizana (about a minute)* The day, oi twenty* 
four hours, commencing at noon, is divided into eight portions, or yettee, of three 
urs each, thus denominated : 

Moon Yettee, or noon, 

Loung Yettee, 3 P. M. 

Lay Yettee, 6 P, M. 

3 T 
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Gneah Yettee, g P. M. 

Gneah Gnek Yettee, midnight. 

Gneah Laghee Loung Yettee, 3 in the morning, 

Mioh Ling Yettee, 6 A. M. 

Gneah Tek Yettee, 9 A. M. 

Thefe divifions of time are afcertained by a machine refembling the hour-glafs, and 
fometimes by a perforated pan placed in a tub of water: they are announced by a 
ftroke on an oblong drum, which is always kept near the dwelling of the chief ma- 
giflrate of the city, town, or village ; it is commonly raifed on a high bamboo ftage, 
with a roof of mats to protefl. it from the weather. 

The edifice at the royal palace for the reception of this inftrument is of mafonry, 
and very lofty, whence the found is faid to be diftinflly conveyed to the remote!! 
extremes of the city. 

The Birman year is divided into twelve months, which, ftri&ly fpeaking, cannot 
be called fynodical, although they comprehend the fame number of days. A revolution 
of the moon, in palling from one conjunction with the fun to another, is performed in 
29 days, 12 hours, and 44 minutes •, but the Birman lunations confill of 29 and 30 
days, alternate, which caufes a difference between the Newtonian and Birman lunar 
account of 8 hours and 48 minutes. The Birman months are as follow: 



Day a. 

Tagoo contains - - 

- - - 29 

Kayoung - - - 


Nay Young - - - 

... 29 

Wazoo - - - - 

... 30 

Wagoung - - - 

... 29 

Toozelien - - ~ 

... 30 

Sandaing Guite 

... 29 

Tazoung Moang - 

... 30 

Gnadoh - - - - 

... 29 

Peeazoo - 

- - * 3 ° 

Taboodway - - - 

- - - 29 

Taboung * 

... 30 


354 


In order to complete a folar revolution, they intercalate in every third year a month 
of 30 days, which is called Toodeo Wazoo} in this third year the months of Tagoo 
and Nay Young have each 30 days inftead of 29 ; they likewife fupprefs or pafs over a 
day, which, if reckoned, would either be the 31ft Taboung, or the ill of Tagoo: 
by thefe means the number of days in three folar years is thus computed : 


Days,. 

Three lunar years, of 354 days each - - - - 1062 
Intercalary month in the third year - - - 30 

Two intercalary days in Tagoo and Nay Young 2 

Suppreffed, or paffed over at the end of the year x 


1095 


This 
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This computation correfponds, in the number of days, with three years ; every 
fourth year, however, will occafion the difference of a day, on account of our biffex- 
tile or leap-year; of this the Birmans are fully fenfible, as well as of many other 
defeats in their manner of reckoning : to remedy the confufion likely to enfue from 
fuch erroneous calculations, their uyle or mode has frequently been altered by arbi¬ 
trary authority. His prefent Birman Majefty, however, is fo defirous to afcertain and 
eftablilh, by accurate tables, a permanent and unvarying meafurement of time, that he 
made an application to the late governor-general of India to lend to his capital a Bramin 
well verfed in aftronomy, to affift the deliberations of his council of profefiors, among 
whom His Majefty always prefides in perfon, and he is faid to be no inconfiderable pro¬ 
ficient in the l’cience of aftronomy. 

The manner in which the Birman month is fubdivided, I imagine, is peculiar to 
their nation: inftead of reckoning the days progreffively from the commencement to 
the clofe of the month, they advance no farther than the full moon, from which they 
recede by retrogreffive enumeration until the month is finilhed. 

Thus the new moon is called, 

Lahzan terrait gnay, or firft: day of the increafing moon. 

Lahzan gnerait gnay, fecond day, &c. 

Lahzan loungrait gnay, third day, &c. 

Lahzan layrait gnay, fourth day, &c. 

Lahzan narait gnay, fifth day, &c. 

Lahzan kioukrait gnay, fixth day, &c. 

Lahzan koonrait gnay, feventh day, &c. 

Lahzan Iheafeddainrait gnay, eighth day, &c. 

Lahzan karait gnay, ninth day, &c. 

Lahzan fayrait gnay, tenth day, &c. 

Lahzan fay rerrait gnay, eleventh day, &c. 

Lahzan fay-generrait gnay, twelfth day, &c. 

Lahzan fay foungrait gnay, thirteenth day, &c. 

Lahzan taffay fayrait gnay, fourteenth day, &c. 

Lah bee, fifteenth day, &c. 

Lah bee-goo terrait gnay, or the firft day of the decreafmg moon. 

The feventeenth, eighteenth, &c. correfpond with the fecond and third of the 
increafing moon, fubftituting Lah Bee-goo for Lahzan. The laft day of the month, 
whether of twenty-nine or thirty days, is called Lah gnay. 

The Birman month is divided into four weeks of feven days each ; the days are 
diftinguilhed by the following names : 

Tamaing nuaye, Sunday, the firft day of the Birman week. 

Talain lah, - Monday. 

Aing gah, - Tuefday. 

Boodt-hoo, - Wednefday. 

Keah.fubbeday, Thurfday. 

Zoup keah, - Friday. 

Sunnay, - Saturday. 

The eighth day of the increafing moon, the fifteenth or full moon, the eighth of 
the decreafing moon, and the laft day of the moon, are religioully obferved by Bir¬ 
mans as facred feftivals. On thefe hebdominal holidays no public bufinefs is tranfa&ed 
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in the Rhoora : mercantile dealings are fufpended ; handicraft is forbidden ; and the 
ftridtly pious take no fultenance between the rifing and the fetting of the fun ; but 
this latter inftance of felf-denial is not very common, and, as I underftood, is rarely 
praftifed, except in the metropolis, where the appearance of fanftity is fometimes 
affumed as a ladder by which the crafty attempt to climb to promotion. The fovereign 
himfelf is a great favourer of the aufterities of the Birman religion ; and his chief minif- 
ter, or Woongee, has for many years, on a Birman fabbath, abftained from food fo 
long as the fun continues above the horizon. 

The Birmans are extremely fond both of poetry and mufic ; they call the former 
Yeddoo : when repeated by a fcholar, it flows loft and meafured to the ear j it is 
fometimes in fucceflive, and often in alternate rhimes. A line is called Tageoung ; 
a ftanza, Tubbouk. They have epic as well as religious poems of high celebrity, and 
they are fond of reciting, in heroic numbers, the exploits of their kings and generals. 
I was informed, that the prowefs of Alompra is recorded in verfes not unworthy of a 
monarch. 

Mufic is a fcience which is held in confiderable eftimation throughout the Birman 
empire, and is cultivated at the prefent day more generally than in India, notwith- 
ftanding it is there termed, as by the ancient Greeks, the language of the gods. The 
royal library of Ummerapoora is faid to contain many valuable treatifes on the art. 
Some of the profeflional muficians difplay confiderable Ikill and execution, and the 
fofter airs are pleafmg even to an ear unaccuftomed to fuch melody. The principal 
inftrumems are a Soum, or harp, made of light wood, hollowed and varniflied, in 
Ihape fomewhat like a canoe with a deck ; at the extremity a piece of hard wood is 
neatly fattened, which tapers to the end, and rifing curves over the body of the harp ; 
from this curvature the firings, ufually made of wire, are extended to a bridge on the 
belly of the inftrument: there are two founding holes, one on each fide of the bridge. 
The fize of the Soum varies from two to five feet in length. 

The Turr refembles our violin; it has only three firings, and is played on with a 
bow. I at firft imagined it had been of European introduction, and brought to Pegue 
by the Portugueze; but I was allured it was an original inftrument of the country. 

The Pullaway is a common flagelet. 

The Kyezoup is a colleftion of cymbals, which are fufpended in a bamboo frame * 
thefe cymbals varying in fize, produce modulated gradations of founds; there were 
eighteen in the Kyezoup that I faw. 

The Patola, or guitar, is a curious inftrument; it is the exa& form of a crocodile in 
miniature; the body of which is hollow, with founding holes on the back ; three 
firings of wire extend from the fhoulder to the tail, and are fupported on bridges at 
each extremity ; the firings are tuned by means of pegs in the tail, to which they are 
faftened ; it is played on by the finger, and is generally ufed to accompany the voice. 

The Boundaw is a colleCHon of drums, oblong in form, and varying in fize, which 
are fufpended perpendicularly in a wooden frame by leather thongs. The* whole 
machine is about five feet in diameter, and four feet high. The performer Hands in 
the centre, and beats on the drums with a finall Hick. This inftrument is always intro¬ 
duced when there is a full band, and is'much ufed in proceffions, being carried by 
two men, whilft the performer fhuffles along in the infide, playing as he goes. X 

The Heem is the pipe of Pan, formed of feveral reeds neatly joined together, and 
founded by a common mouth-piece; when played with Drill, it produces a very plain¬ 
tive melody. 1 r 

Thefe are the principal inftruments of mufic in ufe among the Birmans. Dr. 

Buchanan 
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Buchanan purchafed a complete concert fet for fifty-four tackal, which is about five or 
fix guineas. Melody has charms for all mankind : among the boatmen that rowed 
my barge, I doubt whether there was one who did not poflefs an inftrument of fome 
fort ; he who could procure no better, had what we call a Jew’s harp, with which he 
delighted to beguile half an hour of a cool evening, after a day of hard labour under 
a burning fun. 

Of the ancient Pallis*, whofe language conftitutes at the prefent day the facred text 
of Ava, Pegue, and Siam, as well as of feveral other countries eaftward of the 
Ganges ; and of their migration from India to the banks of the Cali, the Nile of 
Ethiopia, we have but very imperfeft information. As a nation, they have long ago 
ceafed to exift: they are faid to have pofleffed, in former times, a dominion ftretching 
from the Indus as far as Siam, and to have been conquered by the Rajaputras, who 
changed the name of their country from Palifthan to Rajaputra. In the old books of 
the Hindoos they are called Paliputras, and it may, I think, be concluded, that they 
were the Palibothri of the ancients. 

It has been the opinion of fome of the molt enlightened writers t on the languages 
of the Eaft, that the Pali, the facred language of the prie/ts of Boodh, is nearly allied 
to the Shanfcrit of the Bramins; and there certainly is much of that holy idiom en¬ 
grafted on the vulgar language of Ava, by the introduftion of the Hindoo religion. 
The character in common ufe throughout Ava and Pegue is a round Nagari, derived 
from the fquare Pali, or religious text; it is formed of circles and fegments of circles, 
varioufly difpofed and combined, whilft the Pali, which is folely applied to the purpofes 
of religion, is a fquare letter, chiefly confiding of right angles. 

The Birman language contains thirty-three Ample founds, to reprefent which their 
alphabet, commonly called kagye kague, confifts of an equal number of diftinft cha- 
rafters, exclufive of various marks and contraftions, that fupply the place of long and 
ftort vowels, dipthongs, &c. Thefe are explained and enumerated in feparate feries 
in the Birinan Ipelling-book, entitled kaynboungie, in which every poflible combination 
is given and exemplified. 

It Ihould be obferved here, that there is no representation of the vowel correfpond- 
ing with our Ihort a, as from the frequent occurrence of that found in the middle and 
at the end of words, it was found convenient to omit it in writing ; it is neverthelefs 
to be pronounced after every fimple found or confonant not fupplied with another 
vowel, unlefs it be forbidden by a mark of elifion placed over the letter, or excluded 
by the junftion of two or more confonants, in the form of a compound charafter. Thefe 
Angularities, I am informed by Mr. Wilkins, are common to all the alphabets of the 
Hindoo clafs. 

The Birmans write from left to right, and though they leave no dillinguiihing fpace 
between their words, they mark the paufes of a fentence and the full flops. Their 
letters are diflinft, and their manufcripts are in general very beautiful. 


* In Captain Wilford’s elaborate and learned Diflertation on Egypt and the Nile, from the ancient 
books ol the Hindoos, there is the following- paRage : 

“ The hiltory of the Pallis cannot fail to be interesting, efpedally as it will be found much coimeaed 
vnth that ot Europe ; and I hope (bon to be fupplied with materials for a full account of them* Even 
their imferable remains in India mull excite companion, when weconfider how great they once were and 
from what height they fell, through the intolerant zeal and fuperfHtion of their neighbours* Their 
features arejpecuhar, and their language different* but perhaps not radically, from that of the other 
Hindoos. Their villages are ihll called Palli.” Afiat, Refearch. rol in. 

f Captain Wilford on Egypt and the Nile* Loubere’s Account of Siam. Chambers on the Ruins of 
Mavabpuram* Afiat. Refearch* vol* i* 
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The common books of the Birmans, like thofe of the Hindoos, particularly of fuch 
as inhabit the fouthern parts of India, arecompofed of the palmyra leaf,^ on which the 
letters are engraved with a ftylus ; but the Birmans far excel the Braminical Hindoos 
in the neatnefs of the execution, and in the ornamental part of their < volumes. In 
every kioum, or monaftery, there is a library or repofitory of books, ufually kept in 
lacquered chefts. Books in the Pali text, are fometitnes compofed of thin ftripes of 
bamboo, delicately plaited, and varnifhed over in fuch a manner as to form a fmooth 
and hard furface upon a leaf of any dimenfions; this furface is afterwards gilded, and the 
facred letters are traced upon it in black and Alining japan. The margin is illumined 
by wreaths and figures of gold on a red, green, or black ground. 

In the recitation of poetry the language is exceedingly melodious; even the profe 
of common converfation appears to be meafured, and the concluding word of each 
fentence is lengthened by a mufical cadence, that marks the period to the ear of a 
perfon wholly unacquainted with the meaning. 

The annexed plate exhibits the fitnple elementary characters, with the found that 
each expreffes, and the name in the Birman tongue : this name has an appropriate 
meaning, fuch as “ great ka/* “ fpiral ka,” u circular za, M Sec* but fome of thefe cha¬ 
racters are very rarely ufed, fuch as No. 4, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 19, 23, and 32. 

To this alphabet is added the Shanfcrit elementary character, analogous to each of 
the Birman characters ; alfo the Birman cyphers, and a fpecinien of the ancient Pali, 
taken from a very beautiful manufeript in my pofTeffion, which contains an account of 
the ceremony ufed in the confecration of Rhahaans. * 

It is difficult to ascertain with precifion the exaflt limits of the Birman empire. 
Dr. Buchanan, who accompanied me, fought for geographical information with the 
moft diligent inquiry j he procured, but not without confiderable trouble and expence, 
fketches of every part of the Birman territories; and he has tranfmitted the materials 
which he thus collected to the Eaft India Company. Thofe iketches, however, being 
contained in various and detached pieces, not forming any connected body, nor yet 
reduced to a graduated fcale, can hardly be brought into the fhape of a regular map 
without the aid of fome further communications $ they are neverthelefs documents of 
much intrmfic value and importance ; it is therefore to be hoped that, with the aid of 
fome additional lights, a vacuum on the terreflrial globe will, ere long, be filled up, and 
a portion of the earth delineated, which heretofore has been very imperfefUy known. On 
a probable calculation from Dr. Buchanan^s papers of the extent of the prefent Birman 
empire, it appears to include the fpaee between the 9th and 26th degrees of north lati¬ 
tude, and between the gad and 107th degrees of longitude eaft of Greenwich, about 
1050 geographical miles in length, and 600 in breadth : thefe are the after tain- 
able limits, taken from the Birman accounts ; but it is probable that their dominions 
ftretch ftili farther to the north. It ftxould, however, be remarked, that the breadth 
often varies, and is in many places very inconfiderable on what is called the eaftern 
peninfula. 

* I am indebted for the Shanfcrit character to the kmdnefs of my friend Mr. Wilkine. 
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CHAP- XIII. —Permiffion granted to make Agronomical Ob/ervations—Meffage from 
the King.—River rifes.—Prefent of Wheat. — Bees. — Honey.—Bengal Painter 
employed at Court.—Mode of catching valid Elephants.—King felicitous to introduce 
the Art of Glafs-making.—Attentions from Viceroys to foreign Mini/lers.—Letters 
arrive from Bengal — Our People healthy ;—Chinefe the reverfe:—the Caufe .— 
Ceremony arranged;—Proceffion ;—Manner of Entrance;—Introduction into the 
Lotoo, or Grand Council Hall.—Defcription of the Court ;— its Magnificence .— 
King not prefent.—Queflions propofed, — Banquet.—Formalities obferved in re¬ 
turning. 

THE occurrences that took place in the interval between our arrival and the 30th 
of Auguft, the day appointed for our formal introduction, were not of fufficient impor¬ 
tance to require a minute relation. We enjoyed whatever perfonal convenience the 
country could fupply; and I gladly embraced every opportunity to evince the moil 
implicit confidence; which I am induced to think was productive of beneficial confe- 
quences. To my public character, as will appear in the fequel, the conduit of the 
Birman court was punctilious and haughty, even to infufferable arrogance; but my 
accommodation and fecurity as an individual were attended to with all the urbanity that 
could be expeCted from the moil polilhed ftate of Europe. 

Geography is the foundation of all hiftorical knowledge, without which hiftory 
becomes little better than romance. Having hitherto found the moft authentic geo¬ 
graphical information that I could obtain refpecting countries eaftward of the Ganges 
to be extremely erroneous, I was on that account more particularly defirous to deter¬ 
mine the true fituation of the capital of Ava; efpecially as I had now a favourable 
opportunity of profiting by the affiftance of a gentleman of high profeffional talents. 
It feemed expedient, however, to obtain the fan&ion of the Birman government, before 
I authorifed Mr. Wood to commence allronomical obfervations; and, in reply to an 
application I made through the Maywoon of Pegue, I received the moft liberal acqui- 
efcence; a compliment that was afterwards enhanced by a gracious meffage from His 
Birman Majefly, defiring to know', according to our calculation, the exaCt time when 
the expeCted eclipfe of the moon was to take place, and, as it was partial, what portion 
of the lunar body would be in {hade ? Mr. Wood fatisfied him in both particulars, 
and we were informed that the King, on comparing Mr. Wood’s account with his own 
predictions (for lie is faid to be himfelf an adept in the fcience), difeovered only a flight 
difference in the fegment of the moon which was to be obfeured. Mr. Wood’s know¬ 
ledge procured him confiderable refpeCt among the better informed natives, but it 
excited the terror of the vulgar. Being obliged at night to leave the grove and go out 
on the plain, in order to have a diflinCt view of the heavenly bodies, the peafants that 
inhabited the neighbouring villages believed him to be a necromancer, and his tele- 
fcope and time-keeper inftruments of magic : in their wonder they fometimes crowded 
about him fo as to difturb his operations; but it was nothing more than harmlefs curio- 
fity ; they wanted to difeover by what means he held communication with the Natts, the 
fupernatural and invifible agents of the air. 

The river, which had now rifen to its utmoft height, had encroached fo much on 
the grove, as to threaten a general inundation; and we began to think it not 
improbable that we ftiould be obliged fome night haftily to change our refidence from 
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the houfe to the boats. The caufe of the fwellrag of the waters was not apparent, as 
there had not fallen with us a fufficient quantity of rain to produce the fmalleft altera¬ 
tion in the body of the river : the Birmans, however, who knew the exatt limit to 
which it would rife, laughed at our propofing to make arrangements for a fudden 
embarkation, and affured us that, within the memory of man, the floods had never 

furpafled a certain boundary. . , ... 

Although, from the nature of the grounds in the neighbourhood of our dwelling, 
rice was the only grain that could be cultivated, we underltood that on the other 
fide of the lake near the city, there were extenfive fields of wheat, which, from the 
famples brought to us, feemed to be equal in quality to the fineft growth of England. 
The market price at Ummerapoora was one tackal, nearly half a crown, for a 
taindaung, or balket weighing about fifty-fix pounds; but we had no occafion to 
purchafe any, as the provifion made by the commiffary of government, and the 
prefents from thofe who vifited us, kept our ftore-room full. Every perfon who came 
brought fomething, either fruit, flowers, a plate of fine rice, of wheat, or fome 
fimilar mark of refpeft. In return, I treated thofe of the higher order with tea and 
fweetmeats; of the former they were extremely fond ; and I can truly fay, that from 
ten in the morning until evening, the tea equipage was never unemployed. An old 
man who afted as commiffary, and lived in the rhoom adjacent to our dwelling, whofe 
title was Key woon, brought all the females of his family to fee us ; they produced as 
their offering, frefli honeycombs hanging from the branches of the bamboo tree ; the 
honey was dropping from the boughs into pans. I was told that the bees were wild 
in the woods, and in fuch plenty that wax formed a ftaple article of commerce. The 
natives have a mode of gathering the honey without deftroying the infedt. The 
foldiers of the guard and our domeftics continued 10 receive two tackal, at Hated 
periods, in addition to their allowance of rice; and beetle-leaf was to be had frefh 
from gardens belonging to the adjacent villages. In one of thefe plantations, which 
very much refembled an Englifh hop-garden, I faw a man watering his plants by means 
of a wheel, which raifed water out of a well from a confiderable depth. 7 he machine 
was conft rutted with much ingenuity. 

The reputation that my Bengal draughtfman had acquired by his botanical draw¬ 
ings, performed under the infpeftion of Dr. Buchanan, having come to the know¬ 
ledge of His Birman Majefty, or, in the Birman phrafe, having reached the Golden 
Ears, the King was pleafed to defire a fpecimen of his {kill, and fent over a painting 
on glafs, executed by a Siamefe artifl: in his own fervice, fignifying his royal will that 
it Ihould be copied upon paper. This picture, which was a tolerable performance, 
reprefented the mode of catching wild elephants in the forefts. It was thus defcribed 
to me: the hunters, mounted on tame elephants that are trained to the bufinefs, 
by lying flat on their backs, introduce themfelves unnoticed into a wild herd, and 
take an opportunity to call a Tunning noofe in the track of the one that is meant to be 
fecured. The other end of the rope is faftened to the body of the tame elephant, who 
immediately throws the wild one down; a battle then enfues, in which the trained 
elephant, being aflifted by its affociates, foon overpowers the inhabitant of the woods, 
who is defer ted by all the others ; it is afterwards borne away a prifoner, faff bound 
to two of its captors, whilft another moves on at its head, and a fourth urges it 
behind. In a few weeks, by proper difcipline, the animal becomes docile, and fubmits 
to its fate. Thofe that are taken in the manner delineated in the plate, I was told, 
are for th§ moll part females. Male elephants are ufually enticed by the blandifhments 
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of the Females *, trained for the purpofe, into an enctofure or keddah, from whence 
they cannot extricate themfelves, and are eafily fecured. My painter performed the 
talk fo much to His Majefty’s fatisfafction, that a requeft was made for his further 
fervices, in executing a drawing of a celebrated image of Gaudma, in which I 
willingly acquiefced. He was employed on it a week, and when it was finilhed, His 
Majefty condefcended to exprefs his approbation of the performance, which was certainly 
much l'uperior to any thing that his own painter could produce. 

Among the articles of foreign trade which had found their way into the Birman 
country, nothing was held in higher eftimation than the European glafs-ware, imported 
into Rangoon from the Britilh fettlements in India. The art of vitrification has long 
been known and practifed in moll countries of the eaft ; but no where can they make 
a pure tranfparant fubftance, like that which is brought from Europe. The Birman 
monarch, who is a great admirer of the manufacture, was particularly defirous to 
introduce it into his dominions ; and fuppofing that every Englifliman muft be verfed 
in the knowledge of making whatever comes from his own country, he fent a meffage 
to requeft that I would furnifh his artificers with fuch inftruflions as might enable 
them to fabricate glafs of a quality equal to what was made in England. Unluckily, 
none of us happened to be (killed in the my fiery of a glafs-houfe; all, therefore, 
that we could do, was to explain the principles of the art, which Dr. Buchanan 
obligingly undertook ; and in order to facilitate the acquirement, and guide them in 
the practice, I lent them the Encyclopaedia Britannica, and pointed out the article 
where the procefs is fully explained. Baba-Sheen and the Armenian interpreter 
tranflated it into the Birman tongue ; but I much fear that the theory alone, conveyed 
in terms of fcience, will not, without practical experience, advance them very far 
in an art which His Birman Majefty is fo laudably folicitous to bring to perfection 
among his fubjefts. 

It is a matter too remarkable to pafs unnoticed, that of the numbers who did me the 
honour of a vifit, there was not one that had any (hare in the adminiftration of public 
affairs, the Woondock that met me at Pagahm excepted, who, though of diftinguifhed 
rank, is but an inferior minifter: none of the Woongees or Attawoons condescended 
to pay me the compliment. The Mavwoon of Pegue fometimes honoured me with 
his company : his official confequence, however, was here diminifhed into infignificance, 
notwithftanding he was of the higheft order, except one, of nobility, wearing a tzaloe 
of nine firings. 

When a public minifter is delegated from a foreign power to the Birman courts 
it is the eftabliflied cuftom for the Maywoon, or governor of the frontier province 
which the minifter firft enters, to provide for his fafe conveyance to the capital, and to 
attend to his convenience fo long as he continues to refide in the country; a fervice 
which he is frequently obliged to perforin in perfon, as in the prefent cafe of the 
Englilh deputation. The governor of Bamoo, the province bordering on Yunan, 
performed the office to our Chinefe neighbours with the utmoft kindnefs and urbanity, 
and in his frequent vifits to them took the opportunity of calling upon me. He was a 
fenfible man, exceedingly courteous in his manner and addrels. He faid that he had 
been twice to Pekin in the capacity of legate before he obtained his prefent ftation ; 
and deferibed the journey as very fatiguing, but, at the proper feafon, not at all 

* For a more ample defeiiptfon of the manner of catching wild elephants in Tip lira, near the mountain* 
that divide Bengal from the Birman dominions, fee a Paper by John Corfe, Efq. in the third volume of thp 
Afiatie Rcfearches* The pra&fce of Pegue differs fomewhat from that of tk£ Bengal hunters. 
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perilous ; he was upwards of three months in performing it* The road from the 
frontiers of the province of Bamoo until he penetrated far into Minchegec, or Yunan, 
Jay through mountains : during the laft thirty days he travelled in a boat on canals and 
rivers* He informed me that there were two languages fpoken in China: one the 
Tirroup or native Chinefe; the other the Tarrait or Tartar tongue : the latter is the 
language of the conquerors* The Birmans have not liberty to pafs^at will into the 
Chinefe territory 5 nor the Chinefe into that of the Birmans ; but the governor has 
power to grant paffports. He gave me an impreflion of the chop, or feat, which he 
was accuflomed to affix to fuch papers, and likewife promifed me a chart of his route 
to Pekin, which he afterwards prefented to me, I had various occanons to acknow¬ 
ledge the attention and kindnefs of this truly well bred and intelligent man, who 
feemed to have profited from his travels, and to have overcome that affected referve 
which is the national charafteriftic of a Birman courtier. 

On the 15th of Auguft, the arrival of a meffenger from Rangoon, fent by Captain 
Thomas, as the bearer of letters and newfpapers that had been brought from Calcutta, 
diffufed among us that fatisfaftion which they only who have been in remote coun¬ 
tries, and long abfent from their friends, can truly eftimate; it was the firft communica¬ 
tion we had received fince our departure from Bengal, and the Situation of affairs in 
Europe was at that time extremely interefting. 

In addition to the comfort we experienced from living at eafe, and having every 
want liberally fupplied, our gratitude was due to providence for the ineftimable bleffing 
of health, which we enjoyed to a degree that fully evinced the falubrity of the climate ; 
not a fymptom of fickneis, in a {ingle iaftance excepted, had manifefled itfelf among 
our people; but this was not the cafe with our Chinefe neighbours: they were lefs 
fortunate; a dyfentery, which had early attacked the fenior member of the embaffy* 
began to fpread among his domeffics ; and although they were not numerous, we heard 
of frequent deaths and of general illnefs among them. As no doubt could be 
entertained of the healthinefs of the fit nation we were in, their malady was to be 
afcribed to feme other caufe than the atmofphere* The governor" of Bamoo*. 
however, explained the matter very fenfibly, by obferving, that the fickneis under 
which they alone laboured, entirely originated in their own indolence, and in the 
pernicious diet that they ufed. The Chinefe are faid to be naturally great lovers of 
fwine*s flefh; and thefe perfonages poffeffed all the partiality of their country for 
that unclean animal ; they had ereded a pig-ftye within the inclofure of their dwelling, 
where they fed pork for their own table, and, as a matter of compliment, fometimes 
fent a joint of the meat to me; but though it feemed to be good, we could not bring 
omfelves to ufe it. In addition to the ill effefts of fuch grofs food, they took no 
exercife, and drank immoderately of fhouchow, a fiery and deleterious fpirit* The 
governor of Bamoo, who accounted for the caufe of their ailment, condemned their 
fenfuality, which, he faid, he had in vain endeavoured to corredt by advice and 
perluafion. At length the principal legate became fo ferioufly ill that his life was. 
judged to be in danger : the governor, anxious for the prefervation of a perfon whofe 
lafeiy was in feme degree entrufied to his care, with a humanity that did him honour, 
applied to me for medical aflirtance. Dr, Buchanan willingly accompanied him to the 
the fick man's chamber, and on examining his patient immediately perceived that the 
cafe was defperate. He was an emaciated old man, reduced by a difeafe of fuch 
long continuance as to leave no profpeft of recovery : medicines, however, were 
adminiftered, which, though they afforded but a temporary relief, railed a fallacious- 
hope in the brealt of the fufferer* who expreffed the utmoff anxiety to be able to 
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attend on the day appointed for our public reception, at which time the Chinefe depu¬ 
ties were likewife to be introduced : they had before been admitted to an informal audi¬ 
ence of tlie King, when the couft was at Meengoung, foon after their firft arrival, 
where His Majefty met them as though by chance. It is not ufual for the King to 
receive public minifters ceremonioully, except in the metropolis. 

As the time approached that was appointed for our public entry into Ummerapoora, 
which as'yet we had only viewed from our residence on the oppofite bank of the lake, 
I judged it proper to make fome inquiry refpeCting the ceremonials ufually obfervedon 
fuch occafions, and the exterior forms of homage that would be required. I wilhed 
alfo to afeertain the relative degree of rank that would be granted to the agent of the 
Governor-general of India; and as I was officially given to underfland that the Chinefe 
deputies were to be introduced on the fame day, I urged my right to precedence, on 
the thorough perfuafion that they did not conftitute an imperial embafiy, but were 
merely a provincial legation, although probably fanCtioned by the monarch of China. 

The neceflity of afeertaining thefe points became evident, from the fcrupulous regard 
to external forms which the Birmans manifefted upon every occafion. The Maywoon 
of Pegue being the channel of my official communication, I received through him, in 
reply * to my firft applicaton, a general afiurance of due attention, but an equivocal 
anfwcr with rcfpeCt to the Chinefe. Repeating the requifition for fatisfa&ory particu¬ 
lars, I was informed that 1 fhould be allowed parity of rank with the nobility of the 
court, and that precedence over the Chinefe deputies would be granted to me. With 
thofe affuranees I remained fatisfied. 

On the agth of Auguft, the day preceding that of our formal introduction, I received 
a meflage, defiring to know what number of attendants I meant to take with me, and 
to fpecify the rank they bore, particularly that of the pundit, the moonfliee, and painter. 
1 was at the fame time acquainted, that it was not cuftomary to admit armed men into 
the palace, a form to which I readily affented. Late in the evening, another meflage 
was brought to inform me, that the profeflion of Dr. Buchanan was held by the Birmans 
in a lefs dignified eftimation than it bore among us ; and that it was unufual, on fuch 
folemn occafions, to receive a perfon of his ftation into the Iotoo, or great council hall. 
I took fome pains to vindicate the dignity of the liberal and enlightened profeflion of 
medicine, and explained to them, that there was no monarch of Europe who did not 
confider a phyfician as worthy to hold a place in the molt diftinguifhed ranks of fociety. 
This difficulty was at length conquered ; they agreed to receive the Doctor, but ftipu- 
lated that he ihould ride on horfeback in the procefiion, and not be indulged with an 
elephant; a privilege which, they faid, was granted only to perfons of the higheft 
confequence. 

Preparatory to our vifit, the prefents intended for His Majefty were carefully afforted, 
and put into feparate boxes : they were both handfome and coftly, confiding of various 
kinds of European and Indian articles, fuch as mirrors, cut glafs, fire-arms, broad 
cloths, embroidered mullins, and Indian filks, all of the fineft quality that could be 
procuredamong other things there was a Shanlcrit manufeript, fuperbly illumined, 
and written with beautiful minutenefs j it was a copy of the Bagwaat Geeta, inclofed 
in a cafe of gold, and defigned as a perfonal compliment from Sir John Shore, the 
Governor-general to His Birman Majefty : there was alfo an electrical machine, of the 
effefts of which fome of the Birmans were not ignorant *. The boxes were covered 
with red fatin, and fattened to poles, for the convenience of being carried on men’s 


* An electrifying machine had been introduced fcveral years ago by a Frenchman. 
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fhoulders. Every matter was arranged on the day before the ceremony was to take 

^ On the 30th of Auguft we took an early breakfaft, and about eight o’clock a Sere- 
doeee or fecretary of the lotoo, came to acquaint i>s that boats were prepared to 
convey us acrofs the lake. Our domeftics had received orders to hold themfelves in 
readinefs, drefled in the livery of the embafly, and the guard was paraded without arms. 
The prefents having been fent before, we walked to the water-fide attended by Baba- 
Sheen, the Sere-dogee, and feveral inferior officers: at the fame time the two junior- 
members of the Chinefe million, the fenior being now at the point of death, came forth 
from the gate of their inclofure, attended by a retinue comparatively very finall. _ We 
found three war-boats at the bank ready to receive us; thefe boats were fufficiently 
capacious for the number they were deftined to contain : the largeft was of fifty oars, 
but they were not above one-third manned, probably with a view to our accommoda¬ 
tion as the vefiels are fo narrow that perfons unaccufloined to them cannot fit between 
the ^rowers without inconvenience: it did not, however, efcape our notice that they 
were quite plain, without either gilding or paint. We were about twenty minutes in 
rowing to the oppofite fide of the lake, and found a crowd of people collected near 
the water’s edge to fee us land. The place where we landed appeared to be nearly a 
mile in a direft line below the fort, the fouthern walls of which are waflied by the lake 
when the waters are fwollen. Three elephants and feveral horfes were waiting to con¬ 
vey us, and fome Birman officers of inferior confequence attended at the bank, drefled 
in their robes and caps of ceremony. The furniture of the animals we were to ride 
was far from being fuperb. Men of rank in the Birman empire always guide their 
own elephants, and fit on the neck, in the fame manner that the drivers or mohaats 
do in India : owing to this cuftom, they are unprovided with thofe commodious feats 
in which an Indian gentleman repofes at eafe on the back of this noble bead, whilft 
the government of it is entrufted to another perfon. A large wicker bafket, fomewhat 
refembling the body of an open carriage, but fmaller, without any elevated feat, and 
covered with carpets at the bottom, was fattened on the back of the elephant by means 
of iron chains that patted under his belly, and were prevented from chafing him by 
tanned ox-hides. This equipage was neither comfortable nor elegant; but as I had not 
learned how to manage an elephant ar.d ride between his ears, there was no alternative ; 
I was obliged either to take what was provided, or fubtnit to a lefs dignified convey¬ 
ance. The drivers, inftead of making the beaft kneel down to receive his rider, as is 
the cuftom in other countries, drove him up to a temporary ftage that had been erefted 
for the purpofe of mounting. Each of the Chinefe deputies was alfo honoured with 
an elephant. Mr. "Wood and Dr. Buchanan rode on handfome fpirited horfes, of the 
fmall Pegue breed, which had been prepared for them, and were equipped with much 
better furniture than was affigned to the elephants. The Birman faddles, however, 
not being well calculated for the eafe of an European rider, two of Englifh manufac¬ 
ture, which we had brought with us, were fubftituted in their Head. The moonfiiee, 
the pundit, and the painter, were like wife permitted to ride on horfeback. After we 
had adjufted the ceremonial of mounting, the proceffion was marlhalled in th£ follow¬ 
ing order: 

A Sandohgaan, or matter of the ceremonies, on horfeback ; 

An Oniroupferee, or regifter of ftrangers, on horfeback $ 

A Letzounferee, or regifter of prefents, on horfeback, 
drefled in their official robes and caps ; 


Soldiers 
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Soldiers that compofed the efcort; 

The elephant of the reprefen tative of the Governor-General; 

Mr. Wood, and Dr. Buchanan, on horfeback; 

Baba-Sheen, as chief Interpreter ; 

The Chinefe Deputies, on elephants, preceded by their fervants, bearing flags, 

A Woondock, or fecond counfellor of ftate ; 

Two Terrezogees, or officers who hold judiciary ftations. 

The fervants of the embaffy walked on each fide, two by two; and a number of 
conftables attended, with long white rods, to keep off the populace. 

The proceffion being thus arranged, we commenced our march, keeping a moderate 
pace, fo as not to diftrefs the bearers of the prefents. After proceeding a Abort way, we 
entered a wide and liandfome ftreet that was paved with brick : the houfes on each 
fide were low, built of wood, and covered with tiles; they had been evidently prepared 
for the occafton, being frelh whitewaflied, and decorated with boughs and flowers ; the 
fliops, which are ufually open towards the ftreet, difplayed their beft goods. Jn front 
of each houfe was. a flight latticed railing of bamboo, advanced into the ftreet, to the 
diftance of three or four feet; over this fpace was fpread a fliade of bamboo mats, that 
reached from the eaves of the houfes to the railing, forming a fort of covered balcony, 
every one of which was crowded with fpe&ators, men and women indifcriminately. 
Boys fat on the tops of the houfes, and the ftreets were fo thronged as to leave only a 
fufficient fpace for the proceffion to move without interruption; but what rendered the 
fcene moft remarkable was, the pofture which the multitude preferved ; every perfon, 
as foon as we came in fight fquatted on his hams, and continued in that attitude until 
we had paffed by: this was an indication of high refpe£t. Throughout the crowd 
there was no difturbance nor any extraordinary noife; the populace looked up and 
gazed in fiknce, nor did they attempt to follow us, but were fatisfied with a tranfient 
view. The pagwaats, or conftables, armed with long rods, fometimes affected to ftrike 
thofe who were moft forward, in order to make them recede; but in this act they 
humanely avoided hurting any one, generally directing the blow to the ground clofe to 
thofe whom they intended to remove. Thus we paffed through fever al wide ftreets 
running in a Straight direction, and often crofted by others at right angles. We per¬ 
ceived only two brick houfes, and thefe we were informed belonged to foreigners. Con¬ 
tiguous to the fort was a fmall ftreet, entirely occupied by the fliops of filverfmiths, who 
exhibited their wares in the open balcony, and difplayed a great variety of Birman 
utenfils in plate. The diftance from the landing-place to this ftreet we computed to be 
two miles. Immediately after we crofted the ditch of the fort, which was wide, deep, 
and faced with brick, but had little water in it: the pafiage was over a caufeway 
formed on a mound of earth, in which there was a chafm of about ten feet to carry off 
the rain, and acrofs this a ftrong bridge of planks was laid. Between the bridge and 
the foot of the wall there was a lpace, eighty or a hundred feet wide, on which two 
redoubts were railed to defend the paflage of the ditch: the rampart, faced by a wall 
of brick, was about twenty feet high, exclufive of the parapet, which had embrafures 
for cannon, and apertures for mufquetry. Small denii-baftions projected at regular 
diftances beyond the wall, but they did not appear to contain fulficient fpace to admit 
of heavy ordnance. The body of the rampart was compofed of earth, fuftained exter¬ 
nally and within by ftrong walls j the gate was maffive, with a wicket in it; and the 
fort altogether, considered as an ealtern fortification, was refpettable, but infufficient to 
refill the approaches of an enemy Ikilled in the fcience of war. The Birmans, how¬ 
ever. 
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ever, believe It to be Impregnable; they put their truft m the height anti foliJity of 
their wall, which they conceive to be ftrong enough to refill ail afiaults, mdependant 
of the cover of a glacis, or any other advanced work than the ditch. I did not attempt 
to mortify their pride by telling them a difagreeable truth, that a battery of half a dozen- 
cannon would, in a few hours, reduce their walls to a heap of rums \ apo indeed if I 
had told them fo, it is probable they might not have credited the in formation. _ 

We entered by the wellern gate: there was little diftiiidion between the houfes m 
the fort and thole of" the city, except that the dwellings of pevfons of official confe¬ 
rence, and the members of the royal family, who refided within the walls, were 
furrotinded by a wooden partition that inclofed. a court. "W e palled, making level al 
angles in our way, through a market fupplied with rice, pulfe, and other vegetables, but 
few neither meat nor fdh. At the diflance of two ffiort llreets front the palace, we 
came to a foot where bamboo Rages were erected for us to alight, fimilar to thofe at 
the landing-place; here we demounted, and walked in the fame order as we had rode. 
Coming to the top of a fliort llreet leading down to the palace, we were defired by the 
Sandohgaan, or mailer of the ceremonies, through Baba-Sheen, to Hop and make obei- 
lance to the refidence of majefly, by a gentle inclination of the body, and iailing the 
hand to the head, as they did ; a defire with which I complied, although I conceived 
the didance fo great as hardly to require that mark of relpect. "Vt iien we had pro¬ 
ceeded two or three hundred yards farther, the Sandohgaan repeated the ceremony of 
bowing to which I offered no obyeftion ; nor Ihould I have felt the fmallell relu&ance 
in complying, had not the manner of the Sandohgaan been what I confidered extremely 
difrefpectful. Thus we proceeded, until we came to the rhoom, which was a lofty 
hall, raifed four or five feet from the ground, and open on all fides ; it was fituated 
about a hundred yards from the gate of the palace court, on the left hand, and in the 
centre of a fpacious area. Putting off our flioes we entered the fidoon, and lat down 
on carpets that were fpread for us, with our faces towards the. palace gate; here the 
prefents were depciited, whilll the Chinefe deputies took thPir places on tne other 

fide. • ■ , p 

,It was now about ten o’clock, and the Woondock intimated that we mu ft wait until 
all the princes of the royal family arrived, before it would be proper for us to enter: 
we had fat but a fliort time, when the Prince of Pegahm, the junior of the King’s fons 
in point of rank though not in years, being born of a different mother, made his appear¬ 
ance. He was mounted on the neck, of a very fine elephant, which he guided hintfelf, 
fitting on a fcarlet cloth embroidered with gold, whilft a fervant behind, on the back 
of the animal, fereened him from the fun with a gilded parafol. About fifty muf- 
queteers led the way; thele were followed by a number of halberdiers, carrying fpears 
with gilded {hafts, and decorated with gold taffels. Six or eight officers of his houfo- 
hold (each of the King’s fons have a feparate eflablifhment) came next, dreffed in vel¬ 
vet robes with embroidered caps, and chains of gold depending from the left fhoulder 
to the right fide; thefe immediately preceded the Prince’s elephant; another body of 
fpearmen, with bis palanquin of Hate, clofed the procefiion. On entering the gate, 
he gave to one of his attendants a polifhed iron hook, with which he governed his ele¬ 
phant ; as not any thing that can be ufed as a weapon is fuffered to be brought within 
the precincts of the palace, not even by His Majefly’s fons. The Prince’s efcort halted 
without the gate, and the greater number of his attendants were Hopped, thole only 
being admitted who were of higher rank, together with the men who carried his large 
beetle-box of gold, and his flaggon of water, which are brought rather for Hate than for 
refrdhment. When the Prince had alighted, Ins elephant returned, and all the attend¬ 
ants 
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ants ranged themfdves in the area between the rhoom and the palace gate. Soon after 
the Prince of Pegalnn had entered, the Prince of Tongho, the next in precedence, 
appeared ; he was attended by a fuite nearly fimilar to tliat of his brother; and in luc- 
ceffion came the Princes of Buffein and of Frome: the Engy Teekein, or heir apparent, 
came lalt ; when lie arrived it was twelve o’clock, which the great drum that proclaims 
the hours founded from a lofty tower near the palace. The Rate in which the latter 
perfonagemade his public entrance was highly fuperb, and becoming his elevated ftation. 
He was preceded by a numerous body guard of infantry, con filling of four or five hun¬ 
dred men, armed with mufquets, who marched in regular files, and were uniformly 
clothed and accoutred. Next came a party, of Caflay troopers, habited in their fanciful 
drefs with high conical caps bending backwards. We were told that through 
refpect they had alighted from their horfes nearly at the fame place where we had dif- 
mounted. Twenty or thirty men followed thele, holding long gilded wands: then 
came eighteen or twenty military officers of rank, with gilded helmets j next, the civil 
officers of his Iioufehoid and his council, wearing the tzaloe, or chain of nobility, and 
arrayed in their robes and caps of Hate, varied according to their rel'peclive ranks. 
The Prince, borne on men’s ffioulders, in a very rich palanquin, but without any 
canopy, followed ; he was fereeneej from the fun by a large gilded fan, fupported by 
a nobleman ; and on each fide of his palanquin walked fix Caflay aflrqlogers, of the 
Braminical fed, dreffed in white gowns and white caps fludded with liars of gold ; ciofe 
behind, his fervants carried his water flaggon, and a gold beetle-box, of aVize which 
appeared to be no inconfiderable load for a man. Several elephants and led horfes with 
rich houfmgs came after; fome inferior officers, and a body of fpearmen, with three 
companies of mufqneteers, one clothed in blue, another in green, and a third in red 
concluded the proceffion. 

In every part of this ollentatlous parade perfect regularity was maintained, which con- 
fiderably increafed the effeft. All things feerned to have been carefully predifpofed 
and properly arranged. * If it was lefsfplendid than imperial Delhi in the days of Mogul 
magnificence, it was far more decorous than any court of Hindoftan at the prefent day. 
The rabble was not tumultuous, the attendants and foldiery were filent, and every man* 
feemed to know his own place. No noify heralds, as is the cullom in India, ran before 
vociferating titles, and overturning people in their way. The difplay of this day was 
folemn and dignified, and I doubt much whether, in any other capital, fuch multi¬ 
tudes could be brought together with fo little confuflon; as, befides the attendants and 
the military, there were many thoufands of fpe&ators. 

Our delay in the rhoom had now been protrafted to two hours, a circumflance which 
though it gratified our curiofity with a moll novel and interelling fpettacle, vet could 
not be confidered as a mark of refpeft, efpecially as we had not the company of any 
perfon of diltmguifhed rank, the junior Woondock excepted, who Hayed'with us but 
a very fhort time. The attendance of the Maywoon of Pegue was, according to the 
ufage of the country, on this occafion our undoubted right'; and the example of the 
viceroy of Bamoo, who paid that compliment to the Chinefe deputies, placed the omiT- 
fion in a more linking point of view, whillt the Angular character of the people put it 
out of my power to attribute the negle£l to chance or to cafual inadvertency * 

A few minutes after the Engy Teekien, or Prince Royal had entered, we received 
a fummons, m compliance with which we proceeded frOm the rhoom, obfervitm the 
fame order as before; the prefents carried in front, and the members of the Chinefe 
embaflay following the Englifli deputation. As we proceeded, the Sandohgaan was 

exceedingly 
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exceedingly troublefome, by calling on tis to make frequent fuperfhious obeifances 
whillt his manner of requiring them was confpicuoully uncivil. I checked hisinfolence 
by obferving, through Baba-Sheen, that if he wilhcd me to proceed, he muft alter 
his tone and demeanour. This reproof, however, had only a momentary effect; he 
foon refumed his arrogant behaviour, which he repeated throughout the day whenever 
opportunity offered. 

On approaching the gate, the greater part of our attendants were flopped, and not 
permitted to follow us} and we were defired to put off our fhoes, with which we 
immediately complied. 

The area we now' entered was fpacious, - and contained the lotoo, or grand hall of 
confultation and of audience, where the Woongees meet in council, and where affairs 
of ftate are difcuffed and determined. Within this inclofure there is an inner court, 
feparated by a brick wall, which comprehends the palace, and all the buildings an¬ 
nexed to the royal refidence. Within the gate a troop of tumblers were performing 
their feats, while dancing girls were exhibiting their graces in the open air, and on 
the bare ground, to the iound of no very harmonious mufic. We were next ufhered 
up a flight of flairs, into a very noble faloon, or open hall, called the lotoo, where 
the court was affembled in all the pomp that Birman grandeur could difplay. On 
entering this hall, a ftranger cannot fail to be furprifed at the magnificence of its 
appearance: it is fupported by feventy-feven pillars, difpofed in eleven rows, each 
confiding of feven. The fpace between the pillars I judged to be about twelve feet, 
except the central row, which was probably two feet wider. The roof of the building 
is compofed of diftinct ftages, the higheft in the centre. The row of pillars that fup¬ 
ported the middle, or molt lofty roof, we judged to be thirty-five or forty feet in 
height; the others gradually dimmifh as they approach the extremities of the building, 
and thofe which fuftain the balcony are not more than twelve or fourteen feet. At the 
farther part of" the hall there is a high gilded lattice, extending quite acro/s the build¬ 
ing, and in the centre of the lattice is a gilded door, which, when opened, diiplays the 
throne; this door is elevated five or fix feet from the floor, fo that the throne muft 
be afcended by means of fleps at the back, which are not vifible, nor is the feat of the 
throne to be feen, except when the King comes in perfon to the lotoo. At the bot¬ 
tom of the lattice there is a gilt baluftrade, three or four feet high, in which the um¬ 
brellas, and feveral other infignia of ftate, were depofited. The royal colour is white, 
and the umbrellas were made of filk. of that colour, richly befpangled with gold. 
"Within this magnificent faloon were feated, 011 their inverted legs, all the Princes and 
the principal nobility of the Birman empire, each perfon in the place appropriated to 
bis particular rank and ftation: proximity to the throne is, of courfe, the rnoft honour¬ 
able fituation; and this ftation was occupied by the Princes of the blood, the Woon- 
gees, the Attawoons, and other great officers of ftate. The Engy Teekien (or heir 
apparent) fat on a fmall ftool, about fix inches high; the other Princes on fine mats. 
The fpace between the central pillars that front the throne is always left vacant, for 
this curious reafon, that His Majefty’s eyes may not be obliged to behold thofe whom 
he does not mean to honour with a look. The place allotted for us was next to this 
unoccupied part, but we afterwards difcovered that the Chinefe deputies had taken 
pofleflion of thofe feats which, according to the etiquette that had been agreed upon, 
the Englifh gentlemen were to have occupied. So trivial a circumftance would not 
have merited attention, had it not been followed by circumftances which left no room 
to fuppofe, that any aft relating to external forms was either accidental or unpremedi¬ 
tated on the part of thofe who regulated the ceremonials. 

After 
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After we had taken pofleffion of mats that had been fpread for us* it was civilly 
intimated, that we ought not to protrude the foies of our feet towards; the feat of 
majefty, but fliould endeavour to fit in the pofture that was obferved by thofe around 
uSp With this defire we would readily have complied if it had been in our power, 
but we had not yet learned to fit upon our own legs : the flexibility of mufcles which 
the Birmans, and indeed all the natives of India, poffefs, is fuch as cannot be acquired 
by Europeans. A Birman, when he fits, feldom touches the feat with his pofteriors, 
but is fupportcd by his heels. It is fcarcely practicable for an European, dreffed in 
clofe garments, to place himfelf in fuch an attitude: and if he were able, it wmild be 
out of his power to continue long in it. We inverted our legs as much as poffible, and 
the awkwardnefs with which we did this excited a fmile from feme; not a word, how* 
ever, was uttered, and our endeavours, I thought, feetned to give fatisfafliion. In a 
few minutes eight Bramins, drefled in w r hite faeerdotal gowns, and filk caps of the 
fame colour, ft added with gold, alfembled round the foot of the throne, within the 
baluftrade, and recited a long prayer in not impleafmg recitative ; this ceremony lafted 
a quarter of an hour. When they had withdrawn, the letter from the govempr- 
general which I delivered to a Woondock, was placed on a filver tray in front of the 
railing, and a Sandohgaan, or reader, advanced into the vacant fpace, and made three 
proftrations, touching the ground each time with his forehead; he then read, or rather 
chaunted, in a loud voice, what I underftood was a Birman tranflation of the letter. 
When this was done, the reader repeated his proftrations, and next proclaimed a lift 
of the prefents for the King* Thefe feveral readings being finiftied, he repeated his 
obeifances and retired : after an interval of a few minutes, an officer, entitled Nak- 
haangee, advanced, and propofed a queftion to me, as if from His Majefty ; on recei ving 
xny anfwer he withdrew, as it might be fuppofed to communicate the reply, and re* 
turned in an adequate time to afk another : thus he put three feparate queftions to me, 
which were as follows : “ You come from a diftant country ; how long is it lince you 
arrived? How were the King, Queen, and Royal Family of England, when the laft 
accounts came from thence ? Was England at peace or war with other nations ? and 
was your country in a ftate of difturbance 

The latter queftion alone contained more than words of compliment and ceremony, 
and coming in fuch a folemn manner, required a clear and determinate anfwer on my 
part* I replied in the Perfian language—“ That Great Britain was at enmity with 
France; that the continent of Europe was the feat of war; but that the kingdom of 
England enjoyed perfeft tranquillity, which it was not probable would be dilturbed/* 
This interrogation feemed to indicate, that the Birmans had received impreflions of our 
fituation in Europe from no very favourable quarter ; and I had afterwards occafion to 
know, that the unremitting and reftlels induftry of French propagators had pervaded 
even this remote region; and that though, in fuch a country, they dare not avow 
their equalizing principles, they left no art unpraftifed, through the means of their 
emiflaries, to infmuate doubts, excite fears, and create diftruft of theEnglilh. 

Thefe were all the queftions that were propofed ; neither the Chinefe, nor any other 
perfon, being interrogated. In a few minutes after my laft reply had been conveyed, 
a very hand fame defert was brought in and fet before us ; it confifted of a variety of 
fweetmeats, as well China as Birman ; Ixpack, or pickled tea-leaf, and beetle, formed 
part of the entertainment, which was ferved up in filver, china, and glafs-ware : there 
appeared to be not lefs than a hundred different final! difhes : we tailed of a few, and 
found feme of them very palatable ; but none of the courtiers partook, or moved from 
their places. About half an hour had elapfed, when we were informed by the San* 
voju ix* 3 x doghaan 
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dohgaan that there was no occafion for us to remain any longer. The non-appearance 
of His Majefty was a confiderable difappointment, as I had been taught to expect that 
he would have received the governor-generaPs letter in perfon: it was not, however, 
f unril fome time afterwards, that I was made acquainted with the true reafon of his 
abfence. 

When we rofe to leave the Lotoo, the Sandohgaan defired us to make three 
obeifances to the throne, by a flight inclination of the body, and railing the right 
hand to the head ; we were then reconducted to the falcon, where we were informed 
it was neceffary we fliould remain until the princes came forth from the palace, and 
had got upon their elephants, as their etiquette did not allow any perfon, on fuch 
occasions, to mount before the members of the royal family $ we accordingly took 
our places in this hall as before: fhortiy afterwards the court broke up, with as much 
form and parade as it had affembled. 

The ceremony of departure differed from that of entrance : the Eiigy Teekien came 
out fir ft, who went in laft; next followed the other members of the royal family in 
rotation, and after them carnethe Chobwaas, or petty tributary princes ; thefe are per- 
fonages who, before the Birmans had extended their conquefts over the vaft territory 
they now poflefs, had held final! independent fovereignties, which they were able to 
maintain fo long as the balance of power continued doubtful between the Birmans, 
Peguers, and Siamefe; but the decided fuccefs that has attended the Birman arms - 
fince the acceffion of the prefent family, having deprived them of their independence, 
their countries are now reduced to fubordinate provinces of the Birman empire* As 
many of their governors as confidence could be placed in, and who were willing to 
take the oath of allegiance to their conquerors, were continued in the management of 
their former poffeffions, and are obliged to make an annual vifit to the capital, to pay 
homage in perfon at the golden feet* The moderation, as well as the policy of this 
meafure, is faid to have fully anfwered the ends that were propofed. 

As foon as the royal family had departed, we returned to the place where we had 
left our elephants, and proceeded home - t with this difference, that the Chincfe depu¬ 
ties, who had followed us to the palace, preceded us in our return; a circumftance 
which, in addition to (everal others, gave me caufe to attribute want of ingenuoufnefs 
to thofe who had the management of the ceremonials* My claim of precedence had 
been unconditionally ftipulated and admitted; a precedence, which the certainty 
that the Chinefe deputies conftituted only a provincial million of very inferior confider- 
ation, gave me an undoubted title to demand. 

With a people lefs attentive to punctilio, or lefs regardful of the privileges and external 
indications of rank, I fhould certainly not have confidered it neceffary to controvert 
matters of no intrinfic moment in themfelves, but which, when intended to produce 
an effed on the minds of thofe who can only judge from appearances, become, to a 
perfon in a public capacity, of real importance. Every occurrence of this day, and 
every object that prefented itfelf, evinced the previous care that had beenbeftowed on 
the minuteft points of etiquette : the utmoft fplendonr of the court had been difplayed 
on the occafion ; and I was credibly informed, that the non-appearance of His Majefty 
was neither cuftomary when a foreign minifter from a fovereign ftate was introduced, 
nor owing to any accidental prevention : but that it was a matter predetermined, in 
order to afford a pretext for fpreading abroad that the representative of the Engii/h 
nation had delivered his difpatches, and rendered tribute (for fo they denominated 
the prefents), without being honoured by an interview of their King. Thefe 
apparent indications of arrogance, which were not diminilhed by the unworthy 

artifice* 
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artifice, of making me believe that His Majefty was to have received in peiToti the 
letter from the governor general, as coming from a fovereign and an equal power, 
gave me reafonable grounds to be diflatisfied with the manner in which the ceremonials 
had been conducted, and made me fufpeCfc the real light in which it was the wifli of 
the court that I Ihould be confidered. As nothing degrading to my public character, 
however, had yet been avowed, I refrained from any formal declaration of my 
fentiments till fubfequent circumllances confirmed my conjectures, and rendered an 
explanation unavoidable. 

We did not arrive at our dwelling in the grove till pad three o'clock. In our way 
home the fpeCtators were few, in companion with the numbers collected to gaze at us 
when we went. The day had been oppreffively hot j we were neverthelefs highly gra¬ 
tified by the fcene we had beheld, which was uncommonly fplendid, and in every 
refpeft fuited to the dignity of an imperial court. The evening, however, proved cool; 
and refrefhing breezes recompenfed us for the fultrinefs of the day, the tranfafitions 
of which fupplied an intereftmg topic of converfation until the hour of repofe. 

CHAP. XIV. Prefents expefled by the principal Officers:—of trivial Value:—Matter 
of Form. — Vifit the Engy Teekien .— Conduit of the Public Officers more refpeftful.— 
Splendour of the Court.—Engy Teekien.—Ceremony at departing. — Chobwas, or tri¬ 
butary Princes.—Meedaw 1 J raw >—a Princefs of high Dignity:—her Court — ■vene¬ 
rable Perfon: Curiofity: — Polit&nefs.—Vifit to the Princes of Prome;—of Baffien ;— 
cfTongbo;—and of Pegahm. —Reception at their refpeBiye Courts.—Vims the Pie- 
digaut Tick, or Royal Library.—Notfes renewed by the Chinefe.—Effefls of Defpotifm . 
—Pride of the Minijlers.—Infurmountable Difficulty in a point of Etiquette. — Polite- 
nefs of the Governor of Bamoo .— Vifit to the Seredaw Poundages Praw, or Arch 
Priefi. — Magnificent Kioum .—■ Numerous religious Buildings.—Knebang Kioum, 
a beautiful Building , — to what Purpofe applied. — A Kioum of extraordinary Splendour. 
—— Vifit the Arracan Gaudvia / — enthufiajlic Adoration of the Multitude, — Chounda, 
cr Place of Accommodation for Strangers.—Partake of Refrfitment.—Return.— 
Defcription of the Port of Ummerapoora, 

THE next morning, Augufl. 31ft, the Shawbunder of Rangoon, and Baba-Sheen, 
waited on us with information, that as our formal introduction was now part, I might 
command elephants and horfes to go wherefoever I pleafed *, and that they had received 
an order to attend and to fliew me whatever was molt worthy the notice of a ft ranger. 
They intimated alfo, that the Engy Teekien, or heir apparent, was to hold a court 
on the following day for the purpofe of our introduction, and that our attendance 
would be expeCted about the hour of noon. Thefe inftruCtions they had received 
from the Maywoon of Pegue; to whom I wrote in reply, that as the flipulated 
formalities, which had been agreed to by all parties, had been infringed on the pre¬ 
ceding day, it became neceffary, before I could accept of the Prince’s invitation, to 
receive a pofitive affurance that they would be better obferved on this occafion. 
I likewife reprefented the conduCt of the Sandhougaan as obvionfly difrefpectful, and 
hoped that he would not be allowed to officiate again on our introduction ; but, above 
all, I defired to be explicitly informed, whether or not the Engy 1 eekien purpofed 
to appear in perfon, without which I could not poflibly think of attending his 
court. 

To this letter I received a civil reply in the Perfian language, a (Turing me that Tome 
part of what to me feemed objecticnable, originated in miftake ; that the Sandohgaan 
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ihould be confined for his improper conduft; and that the Prince intended to 
receive me in perfoh : thefe affurances, coming from fuch a quarter, were perfectly 

fatisfaftory. , _ . _ . 

Since my arrival I had been apprized of a circumttance, ot which I was before 
unaware, that it was cuftomary for a perfon in a public capacity to prefent fomething 
of the manufacture of his country, or fome rarity, to each member of the royal 
family to whom he is introduced; it was likewife ufual, though not indifpenfably 
neceffary, to pay the fame compliment to the chief minifters and the principal 
officers of the court. This prefent, being no more than a piece or two of muffin,, 
or filk, was too trifling to be regarded by the individuals for its value: it was, never- 
thelefs* expedited, and the omifllon would be confidered as unhandfome : in addition, 
therefore, to the things that I had brought with me, I gave directions to purchafe 
fuch articles, of European and Indian nvanufadure, as were raoft efteemed, and could 
be procured; thefe I allotted agreeably to the inftruftions of Baba-Sheen and the Shaw- 
bunder, who were fo good as to acquaint me with the cttablifhed forms, and the prop or-* 
tion to be prefented to each perfon. 

At nine o’clock on the firft of September we erofled the river, nearly with the 
fame attendance as on the former day. In confequence of an application I had 
made to the Maywoon of Pegue, elephants were now provided for Mr. Wood and 
Dr. Buchanan. This was a circumftance which neither the gentlemen themfelves 
nor I Ihould have deemed of fufficient importance to deferve . any attention, had not 
the junior members of the Chinefe embaffy been fupplied with them ; but as thefe 
people paid fuch ftrift attention to the minuted article expreffive of relative rank, I did 
not think it right that the gentlemen with me fhould be confidered in a degree inferior 
to the fubordinate members of a provincial delegation, of which, an acquiefcence, in a 
lefs dignified mode of conveyance than the Chinefe were allowed, would, on my part, 
have been a tacit admiflion. 

We proceeded through the city by the route we purified before, with the prefents 
carried in front, and obfervirtg the fame order of procelfion. Many of the houfes 
were decorated with flower-pots and garlands, but the fpeftators were by no means 
fo numerous as when we made our firft entrance. We difmounted at the top of a 
ftreet within a few hundred yards of the furrounding wall of the Prince’s palace, 
where ftages had been crofted for our convenience; from thence we were conducted 
to the rhoom, which was fituated a little to the right hand of the principal gare ; 
there was another building of a fimilar kind oppofite to us, which we were informed 
was ufed only for trials, and the tranfaftion of public bufmefs; but the one that 
we occupied, was appropriated to ceremony and ftate. In the formalities of this day, 
a much more refpeftful demeanour was preferved towards us, than on the former 
occafion, and we fat in the rhoom with better company. 'I wo Woondocks, the 
matter of the elephants, and forne other officers bearing emblems of rank, attended 
us; another Sandohgaan alfo officiated in the ceremonials, and behaved very differently 
from the perfon whole manners had been fo oftenfive, and whom I did not obferve 
at court on this day. This conduct fully compenfated for the former incivility, 
though perhaps the Sandohgaan did not receive any fevere reprehenfion for what he 
had done. 

The King of the Birmans, who feems to have a parental fondnefs for all his 
children is faid to be particularly attached to the Engy Teekien, or eldeft Prince; and 
with a liberal policy has granted him a fliare of the government almoft equal to what 
he himfelf exeretfes* The eftablilhment of the heir apparent is becoming his high 
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ftation and future expectations; and his Woon, or chief minifter, Hands among the 
foremoft of the Birman nobles in reputation for wifdom and integrity. 

There was little in the etiquette of this day different from that of the vifit to His 
Majefty: we waited in the rhoom until all the younger Princes had arrived, which 
they did, as before, in rotation, beginning with the junior. The members of the 
royal family went within the gate, before they alighted from their elephants and 
palanquins; but the minifters and the nobility difmounted on the outfide, and pro¬ 
ceeded on foot. After each perfon had entered, the gate was immediately clofed, and 
opened as loon as another vifitant prefented bimfelf. When we advanced to the gate, 
we expeCtcd it would have in ft anti y been thrown open to admit us; a delay, 
however, occurred, which at nrft I was inclined to attribute to fome accidental cir- 
cumftance: but after I had waited fome minutes under a burning fun, finding that 
there was an unneceflary and apparently a ftudied protraction, I turned round and 
walked towards the rhoom; on this the door was immediately opened, and the 
interior court, on the right hand of the gate, as we entered, difplayed feveral men 
dancing in mafquerade, and on the left was a band of muficians, and a fet of dancing 
girls without malks. A little farther on were two handfome houfes; one of mafonry, 
with doors and windows clofely refembling Gothic ftruCture, fiat roofed, and of a 
peculiar but far from inelegant conftruction ; the other was of wood. We were 
conducted to the latter, and afeended into a capacious faloon, open on three ftdes. 
Here we found the court affembled, nearly in the fame manner as at the lotoo. The 
hall confifted of fix rows of pillars, feven in each row; but there was neither gilding 
nor paint bellowed upon them, fuch ornaments being ftrifUy confined to the fovereign 
and the priefthood. The naked pillars gave a very rude appearance to the apart¬ 
ment, which was difadvantageoufly contrafted with the brilliant drefies of the cour¬ 
tiers. We occupied the fame relative pofition to the reft of the affembly as at the 
lotoo, with this difference, that the gentlemen of the Englifii million had the place 
afligned to them, which the Chinefe deputies, either through iniftake, or defign, 
polfelTed on the former day. At one end of the faloon, againft a wainfeot. Hood the 
Prince’s fofa of ftate, covered with embroidered cloth, and on each fide were ranged 
feveral utenfils of gold of a very large fize ; fuch as his beetle-box, cup, fpitting-pot, 
and water-llaggon : above the fofa there was a window in the wainfeot, fix or eight 
feet from the ground, with folding Ihutters, that were clofed when we entered the 
hall. Soon after we had taken our feats, four Bramins drelfed in white facerdotal 
garments, chanted a prayer that lalled a quarter of an hour ; their devotions being 
finilhed, the window before mentioned fuddenly opened, and difeovered the Eng'y 
Tcekien feated behind it. The courtiers immediately bent their bodies, and fat in a 
crouching attitude, with their hands joined: the Englilh gentlemen joined their hands 
like the reft of the company. The Prince feemed to be about twenty-eight or thirty 
years of age, of an open countenance, and rather inclined to corpulency ; but of his 
perfon we could not judge, as his head and lhoulders only were vifible. His habit, 
as much as could be feen of it, Ihone with gold, and he wore on his head a pyrami¬ 
dal cap, that gliftened exceedingly, but of its real richnefs we could not form any 
eftimate, being at too great a diftance. A lift of the prefents were then recited in a 
loud voice by a reader kneeling in front of the fofa; after which total filence prevailed 
throughout the affembly : not a word was fpoken by the Prince ; he noticed no one, 
but fat ere£l and motionlefs, without appearing to look either to the right or the 
left. About a quarter of an hour elapfed in this dumb interview, when on a 
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hidden, by forne agency invifible to us, the window-lhutters were clofed, and we favr 
him no more. 

A very handfotne deffert was then ferved up on diflies fpread on gilded trays. We 
tailed of feveral things, and, when the repall was ended, returned to the rhoom, in 
which we remained until the royal family paffed by. As much form was obferved 
this day,'.(as when the court affembled at the lotoo; and the demonftrations of refpect 
manifefted towards the Engy Teekien, as well by his brothers as by inferior fubjects, 
fell little lhort of what is offered to the fovereign himfelf, a circumftance that llrikingly 
evinces the wifdom and policy of the government. The chobwas, or petty Princes, 
who followed the royal family was this day very numerous: we were told, that there 
were altogether fifty-fix chobwas dependent on the Birman Hate ; if this be true, their 
territories muff be very inconfiderable. On the prefent occafion the governor of 
of Bamoo walked amongft them in proceffion, from which we concluded that he was 
a temporary regent; a ftation to which the King occalionally appoints Birman officers, 
when the hereditary Prince of the country happens to be a minor, or incapable of the 
adminiftration of public affairs. 

The mother of the principal Queen, named Medaw Praw, has already been 
mentioned as a Princefs of high dignity, venerable for her years, and illuftrioue 
from the affinity that flie bears to the royal family ; her filter had been the wife of 
the famous Alompra, the deliverer of his country ; and, her daughter being efpoufed 
to the reigning monarch, Ihe Hands in the double relation of aunt and mother-in-law 
to the King. 1 had been apprized that a vifit to this lady would be an acceptable 
mark of refpect to His Majefty; and as the rank Ihe bore gave her precedence over 
all the fons of the King except the heir apparent, it was proper that I ffiould wait 
upon her before I paid my refpe&s to the junior Princes. 1 gladly embraced the 
opportunity which this offer gave me, to attend the drawing-room of an Afiatic 
Princefs, and promifed myfelf much gratification from a fight fo uncommon among 
the jealous nations of the eaft. When the ceremony at the palace of the Engy 
Teekien had ended, it was not more than two o’clock, and there was yet fufficient 
time to wait upon the Medaw Praw, who, we were informed, had made preparations 
to receive us. Mounting our elephants, we went in form to attend her, and found 
her poffeffed of a very handfome manfion in the neighbourhood of the imperial 
palace; it was fituated in the centre of a court, furrounded by a palifade, at the gate 
of which there was a ftage erected for our convenience in alighting. We entered 
the enclofure without any of the parade obferved in our former vifits : at the bottom of 
the flairs we put off our ffioes, and afeended into a handfome hall, fupported by 
feveral lofty pillars; at the farther end a portion of the floor was elevated fix or eight 
inches, and feparated by a neat baluftrade from the reft of the room ; within this fpace, 
under a white canopy, was placed a large culhion of blue velvet fringed with gold, 
on a carpet covered with muffin. There was a numerous affemblage of both fexes, 
but particularly women, fitting round the baluftrade. As foon as we entered, a 
fpace was immediately vacated for us to occupy, in front of the door and oppofite to 
the culhion. After we had been feated a few minutes, the old lady came forth from 
an inner apartment, and walked llowly towards the elevated feat, fupported by two 
female fervants, whilft another held up her train; her long white hair hung loofe 
upon her Ihoulders, but Ihe tvore neither covering nor ornament upon her head! Her 
drefs, which was extremely fine, without being gaudy, became her advanced years 
•and high dignity ; it confifted of a long robe of white muffin, and over her Ihoulders 
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was thrown a fafb of gauze, embroidered with fprigs of gold, She advanced to where 
the cufhion was placed, and took her feat on the carpet, fupporting her head on her 
arm that refted on the pillow, whilft the two female attendants, neatly dreffed, 
kneeling, one on each fide fanned her with long gilded fans. Every perfon feemetl 
to pay her profound refpeft, and when fhe entered, both men and women bent their 
bodies in the attitude of fubmiffion* I had brought, as a token of my veneration, a 
firing of pearl and fome fine muflin* The Sandohgaan announced the offering, and 
enumerated the articles with a loud voice, entreating, in my name, her gracious 
acceptance of them. She looked at the Englifh gentlemen with earneftnefs, but 
feemed entirely to difregard the Chinefe, although their drefs was much more fhowy 
than ours: her manner was on this occafion extremely complaifant, and fhe afked 
feveral queftions, fuch as, what were our names ? how we were in health ? what 
were our ages ? On being informed, flie obligingly faid fhe would pray that we 
might attain as great a longevity as herfelf; adding, that flie had reached her feventy- 
fecond year, I did not perceive, aniongft the numerous company that attended, any 
cF the junior Princes, or of the principal minifters, although there were feveral 
perfonages of diflinftion. After fhe had retired, a very handfome deffert was ferved 
up : the fruit and preferves were delicious: whatever China could yield was united 
with the produce of their own country. Having tafled of various diflies, we withdrew 
without any ceremony; and as none of the royal family were prefent, there was 
no neceffity to delay our departure: we accordingly returned home, a good 
deal oppreffed by the heat of the weather, and wearied by the repetition of tedious 
formalities. 

On the two following days we vrfited the Princes of Prome, of Baffien, of Tongho, 
and of Pegahm, titles taken from the provinces over which they refpefiively prefide. 
Thefe brothers are not all by the fame mother; the Prince of Prome alone being 
full brother to the Engy Teekien, or heir apparent. In the courfe of our vifits we 
had a better opportunity than before of viewing the ftreets and buildings, the former 
of which were invariably laid out in ftrait lines, croffmg each other at right angles. 
The houfes in general differed little from thofe of Rangoon ; they were all covered 
with tiles, and on the ridge of the roofs was a long range of earthen pots, filled with 
water, ijv readinds to be broken in cafe of fire : the few houfes of brick and mortar 
which we faw were faid to belong to the members of the royal family. Rows of trees 
were planted in feveral ftreets, five or fix feet in front of the houfes, forming a fhady 
walk for foot paffengers. As the younger Princes do not affume the ftate of royalty, 
our reception was much more gay and lefs ceremonious at their palaces, than at that 
of the Engy Teekien. At the palace of the Prince of Prome, or, as he, is termed, 
the Pee Teekien, the preparations made for our entertainment were extremely 
fplendid. When the gate of the incloftire was thrown open to admit us, we were 
furprifed with a view of a lane of elephants on one fide, and of horfes on the other; 
there were fifteen of the former, fome of which furpaffed in fize and beauty any I 
had ever feen: the horfes were more numerous, and feveral of them very richly 
caparifoned. Paffmg through thefe, we came to an open fpace, where rope-dancers 
and tumblers were performing in the open air. We flopped to look at them, but 
obferved nothing remarkable in their feats \ they were much inferior in agility to the 
tumblers of Southern India, One man, however, furprifed us a good deal, by applying 
the point of a fpear to his flioulder and refting the other end againft a pillar, thus 
pufliing on it, apparently with great force, until he bent and broke a thick ihaft; 
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this he effected without piercing his own fldn, which, though the fpear was not very 
{harp, mull have been wonderfully firm to have refitted fuch evident violence. 

While w'e were viewing the {ports, a meffage was brought from the Prince, to 
acquaint us that thefe people had been procured for our atnufement, and that after we 
had fatisfied our curiofity he would be glad to fee us. We immediately proceeded to 
the hall of reception, which was a handfome wooden building, but not fo large as that 
of the elder brother. At the upper end there was a fofa, curioufly gilded, and deco¬ 
rated with pieces of mirror, difpofed in fuch a manner as to produce^a pleafing effect. 
None of the royal family were prefent, and we did not obferve any of the Woongees or 
Attawooiis. A few minutes after we had taken our feats the Prince entered, 0 fplen- 
didly drefled ; he proceeded to his fofa with much folemnity, and fpoke only a few 
words; We were, as ufual, entertained with a handfome deffert, of which the Prince 
himfelf folicited us to eat. As foon as he withdrew, our attention was called to a feleci 
company of figure-dancers, who had commenced their performance in the virando, or 
balcony of the hall. This band of females did not at all difcredit the feftival of a 
Prince; three of the number were beautiful, and moved with graceful eafe, in perfect 
harmony to the mufic: their outer dre/s was a flowing robe, made of tranfparent 
gauze, delicately embroidered with flowers of gold and filver, and a profufion of gold 
chains encircled their necks and arms. We remained a quarter of an hour beholding 
this elegant fpetlacle, and then returned to the place where our elephants were waiting^ 
The Prince of Prome is in perfon rather above the middle fize; his age does not exceed 
twemy-feven or twenty-eight years ; and, like his elder brother, his appearance pro- 
mifes future corpulency: his countenance is naturally cheerful and pleafing, which, 
we were told, was the true index of his mind : he bears an excellent character, and is 
faid to be much efteemed in the province over which he immediately prefides. 

Our next vifit was to the Prince of Fongho, by whom we were received with every 
mark of attention. His dwelling was much inferior to thofe of his elder brothers, and 
the attendance was comparatively lmal 1; there were, however, a number of ftate ele¬ 
phants paraded in the court-yard, and we pafled through a line of mufqueteers, drawn 
up in fmgle files on each fide. This military array had a very fingular appearance j 
hardly any two were drefled alike, and fome of them were without any other clothing* 
than a fillet that encircled their head, and a cloth rolled round their -waift : through 
refpeft, they were all feated on their heels, fome with their firelocks fhouldered, and 
others with the butts retting on the ground. Here alfo we found tumblers, muficians, 
and dancers; and there were two carriages in waiting, handfomely gilded, with a pair 
of horfes harneffed to each; thefe.vehicles were of a light conflru&ion, on four 
wheels, open at the fides, and covered with a convex canopy. The Prince fat on a. 
gilded chair; he was a flender man, and appeared to be older than the Prince of 
Prome, whom he is faid not to refemble in any particular. The power which this 
I mice pofleffes mutt be confiderable, as his government, formerly the independent 
kingdom of 1 ongho, is rich, extenfive, and populous; and the fort of Tongho is, at 
the prefent day, deemed the ftrongefl in the empire. Perfons of rank, we obferved 
were here permitted to introduce their beetle-boxes and fpitting-pots, which was not the 
cafe at any of the other courts. Our vifit being concluded, we returned home. The 
heat, during the early part of this day, had been very intenfe; but a refrefhing ihower 
towards evening cooled the air, and rendered the night pleafant. We were notfur- 
prifed, when we came back, to learn that the fenior of the Chinefe embafly had died 
during our abfence, as he had been fo ill in the morning that his colleagues declined 
taking a {hare in the ceremonials of the day. 
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On the following day, at the cuftomary hour, v/e croffed the lake, and proceeded 
with the fame attendants as before to the hoofs of the Prince of Baflien. His dwelling 
was very handfome, and the pillars of his hall, which the law prohibits him either to 
gild or paint, were covered with flowered latin. Many men of rank graced the 
afiembly, and fome who wore high military infignia; but none of the royal family, 
or the principal minilfers were prefent. The Prince fecmed a very awkward, balhfui 
youth, about fcventeen years of age. The fituation of his government, which extends 
along the fea coaft as far south as Cape Negrais, gives him the power either to obftru& 
or affift, in a material degree, the merchants who trade to Baffien; and fhips being 
fometimes obliged to take ilielter in the Negrais river, during the adverfe monfoon, 
his people have frequent opportunities of affording aid to the diftreffed. After fitting 
fome minutes, and finding he was not inclined to begin a difeourfe, I broke through 
the general filence, by addreffing him in a complimentary manner, expreffing acknow¬ 
ledgment of the kindnefs which had been extended by die officers oi his government to 
Britilh merchants and mariners, as well as my reliance on his future influence in their 
favour. I fpoke in the language of Hindoftan, and each fentence was tranflated by 
Baba-Sheen. The Prince was embarraffed; he twice attempted to reply, but had not 
the power j two of his courtiers crept towards him, and, in a proftrate attitude near 
the foot of his feat, fuggefted what they conceived he ought to fay: their aid, how¬ 
ever, was ineffectual; his Highnefs could not utter a connedted fentence.. At length 
his Woon, or chief minifter, relieved him, by making an appofite reply in his name. 
Our entertainment was nearly the fame as at the houfes of the other princes. I rom 
hence we went to the palace of the junior prince, entitled Pegahm Teekien; a tite 
derived from the ancient city of that name, which is the feat of his government. Me 
feemed livelier than his brother whom we had juft left, and his Woon was a very vene¬ 
rable perfonage. On this occafion, the repaft differed in one particular from any we 
had yet received; a roaft fowl was introduced, no doubt in compliment to us; and 
as their religion does not forbid them to eat meat, but only prohibits the flaughter of 
animals for the purpofes of food, there was no crime in the a£t of ferving it up to us, 
or partaking of it themfelves: the only queftion was, how the bird came to be 
deprived of life? to which, no doubt, an exculpatory anfwer could have been given. 
This, however, was a matter which it did not become us to difeufs; it was certainly a 
handfome and liberal teftimony of their defire to provide what they thought would 
be agreeable to their guefts. 

In addition to the "band of dancing girls that performed here for our amufement, 
there were two comedians, who recited paffagesj and exhibited various diftortions 
of countenance ; but they were far inferior to the inimitable performer we had feen at 
Pegue. 

Having finifhed our introduftory vifits to the different members of the royal family, 
we had now leifure to gratify curiofity, by viewing whatever the capital contained 
that was moft deferving the notice of flrangers. The day not being far advanced, we 
walked from the palace of the Prince of Pegahm, to fee the Piedigaut liek, or royal 
library : it is fituated at the north-weft angle of the fort, in the centre of a court 
paved with broad flags, and clofe to a very handfome kioum, or monaftery. Before 
we entered the library we afeended the kioum, and found the infide correfpond 
with the external appearance; the building was fpacious and richly gilded; the 
pillars, the ceiling, and the pannels were entirely covered with gold leaf; and the 
image of Gaudma fhone" with brilliant luftre. A baluftrade of wood, minutely and 
beautifully carved, protected the image from intruders. On, the pannels of the walls 
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were reprefented figures of inferior agents of the divinity, and of proftrate Rhahaans 
in the aft of devotion ; thefe were all fhaped in fret-work in the wood, and were of 
no contemptible workmanflrip: a well wrought foliage of the fame bordered the 
pannels. The image of Gaudma, in this kioum, was large, and made of marble $ 
it wasfeated on a broad pedeftal, entirely gilded; in front of which, within the baluftrade, 
flood a handfome girandole of cut glafs, of European manufafture : near the image was 
a gilded couch, which, we were informed, was the cuftomary bed of the principal 
Rhahaan, or head of all the Birman priefthood, when he chofe to pafs the night in the 
fort, which rarely happened- It was fplendidly gilt; the bottom, however, was only a 
bare board: pillows were not wanting; for there were two, but they were made of wood. 
A mat fpread on the floor is the higheft luxury of repofe in which the Rhahaans indulge. 

From the kioum we proceeded to vilit the adjacent library; it is a large brick 
building, railed on a terrace, and covered by a roof of very compound ftrufture. 
It confifts of one fquare room, with an inclofed virando, or gallery, furrounding 
it: this room was locked, and as we had not brought a ipecial order for feeing it, 
the perfon who had the care of the library laid that he was not at liberty to open, 
the doors, but allured us that there was nothing in the infide different from what 
we might fee in the virando, where a number of large chells, curioufly ornamented 
with gilding and japan, were ranged in regular order, again!! the wall. I counted 
fifty, but there were many more, probably not lefs than a hundred. The books 
were regularly clafled, and the contents of each cheft were written in gold letters on 
the lid. The librarian opened two, and fliewed me fome very beautiful writing on 
thin leaves of ivory, the margins of which were ornamented with flowers of gold, 
neatly executed. I faw alfo fome books written in the ancient Palli, the religious 
text. Every thing feemed to be arranged with perfeft regularity, and I was informed 
that there were books upon divers fubjefts ; more on divinity than on any other ; 
but hiftory, mufic, medicine, painting and romance, had their feparate treadles. The 
volumes were difpofed under diftinft heads, regularly numbered ; and if all the other 
chefts were as well filled as thofe that were fubmitted to our infpeftion, it is not impro¬ 
bable, that His Birman Majefty may poflefs a more numerous library than any potentate 
from the banks of the Danube to the borders of China. 

It was late when we returned home, and our repofe was difturbed by a renewal 
of the noifes which the Chinefe were accuftomed to make ; they founded all night 
on loud gongs, the funeral knelt of the departed embaflador, uttering at intervals 
horrible cries and lamentations. One of the mourners imitated with his voice the 
howling of a dog fo naturally that all the curs belonging to the boat people, and the 
Caflay huts in our neighbourhood, joined in the chorus. Our proximity to thefe per- 
fonages proved to us a fource of great moleftation. 

About this time a ludicrous cireumftance happened, which only deferves notice 
as it tends to illuftrate the character of the people, and Ihews to what an abject 
Rate defpotic tyranny can debafe the human mind. The Engy Teekien, or Prince 
royal, took a pleafure in collefting foreign beads : among others he had procured 
male goats from almoft every country of the eaft. A flock of thefe, 
confifting of more than thirty, were fent to feed on the borders of the lake, 
near our dwelling: we happened to have three or four Ihe-goats, that had been 
brought from Bengal for the fake of their milk. Allured by the bleat of the females, 
the whole flock of males one night broke through the paling, and made a forcible 
irruption into our court: the fuddennefs of the attack, at fuch an hour, furprifed 
us not a little; I got up, and ordered the Birman guards that were polled at the 
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gates, to drive them away, which they attempted to do by {houting at them, but without 
any effe£t, as the animals, forne of which were very large, had now become furious, 
and after fighting with each other, began to rufli through our houfes. I then defired 
the Birthans to make ufe of flicks ; but this they pofitively refufed, faying that the 
goats were ** praws,’* or lords, meaning that they were ennobled by belonging to 
the Prince, and that no perfon dared, on any account, offer injury to them : having 
no other alternative, we armed our fervants and the foldiers with large bamboos, 
who fubdued thefe troublefome invaders, though not without much difficulty, and 
fome rilk, whilft the Birmans lifted up their hands and eyes in aftoniftnnent at our 
temerity: the praws, however, were feverely beaten. Having at length got rid of them, 
I returned to reft, and heard no more of the matter. 

The intenfe heat of the three days fpent in the formalities of vifiting the Princes, 
made me poftpone any further ceremonials until the 6th of the month (September), 
which day was appointed to pay our refpefts to the Seredaw Poundagee Praw, 
or the arch prieft of the Birman empire: in the intermediate time a difference of 
opinion arofe in regard to the etiquette of compliments, in which I did not think 
myfelf at liberty to depart from what I confidered an attention due to my public 
character. 

The grand ruling council of the Birman nation has already been defcribed as con- 
fifting of four chief members, entitled Woongees, and four junior members, called 
Woondocks, between whom there is a wide difparity of rank. The place of third 
Woongee was vacant, and the junior bears very fmall comparative importance with the 
two feniors, who, in fa&, govern the empire. Thefe perfonages, whofe power is fo 
great, poffefs a correfponding degree of pride ; the governors of provinces are in their 
efteem men of little confequence, and are often treated by thefe minifters with exceffive 
arrogance, which is not folely confined to thofe whofe fituation and expectations place 
them in a ftate of dependence, but is indifcriminately extended to all; nor could I hope 
to be exempted from receiving a ihare in common with others. I was informed, that 
after paying my refpeCts to the Royal Family and the Seredaw, it was expected that I 
fhould wait on the two fenior Woongees, and offer them in perfon, the cuftomary pre¬ 
sents. 1 obferved in anfwer, that I had no objection to paying thefe minifters a mark 
of attention by the trilling prefent which ufage had eftabliffied ; but to wait on them at 
their houfes, unlefs I received an alfurance that my vifit would be returned, was a cere¬ 
mony I begged leave to decline. This intimation I imagine was rather a difappointment 
to them, as much pains were taken to induce me to alter my refolution. 1 however 
refufed to concede, but I offered to meet them at the houfe of the Maywoon of Pegue, 
a propofal from which they diffented, remarking, that to vifit me would be more eligible 
than to go to the Maywoon’s houfe. - I replied, that our formalities were not lefs ftrid 
than theirs, and that I could no more relinquifli my claim to the relpeCt due to my 
public ftation, than they could defeend from their elevation ; and I faw no remedy 
unlefs they themfelves chofe to apply that which was in their own power, and which 
they mull be fenfible I had a right to require. Finding that I was not inclined to yield, 
they requefted, if 1 could not vifit them in perfon, that I would allow the other gentle¬ 
men to pay them the compliment; a defire to which I readily acceded, as well from a 
wilh to open a channel of communication, as to manifeft on my part a conciliatory dif- 
pofition. Mr. Wood and Dr, Buchanan obligingly made no objection; I therefore 
anfwered that the gentlemen would wait on them, and expreffed my regret that I was 
deprived of the fame pleafure. 
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During* this interval of reft the Governor of Bamoo frequently favoured me with a 
vifit, his bufinefs bringing him almoft daily to the refideaee of the Chinefe. By his 
defire I font them compliments of condolence, with a piece of coarfe white muflin, 
which it feems is the etiquette on fuch oecafions. On one of thefe days the Samoa 
Governor brought with him the chart of his journey to Pekin, as he had formerly pro- 
mifed ; it was delineated in a curious manner on a fort of black paper commonly ufed 
by the Birmans, on which they write with a pencil made of fteatite, or foap-ftone* 
The places were diflin&ly marked ; but not having any fcale, the meaforement was 
extremely confufed, and fo difpropordonate that it was impoflible to judge of diftances 
with any degree of precifion. We could, however, trace his progrefs through the 
Chinefe dominions in the Jefuits* map that is prefixed to Du Haiders accountof China. 

On the day appointed for otir vifit .to the Seredaw, we took boat at feven in the 
morning, and, attended by our ufual retinue, crofied the lake ; one of the furviving 
Chinefe alfo accompanied us. Baba-Sheen, the Shawbunder of Rangoon, and fome 
Birman officers, met us on the oppofite bank, where our elephants were waiting. When 
we approached the caufeway or bridge, inftcad of eroding it we turned to the left and 
proceeded clofe to the ditch, parallel with the wed face of the fort, till we came to the 
north-wed angle* At this place the river approaches fo near to the walls as to render a 
continuation of theditch impracticable; we then went along the north fide, pafling on our 
left a handfome kioum crowned with a gilded piafath, or fpire, which we were told had 
been erefted by Meedaw Praw, the venerable lady whom we had vifited. On arriving 
at the north-eaft corner, we obferved at fome diftance on the plain another religious 
edifice of diftinguifhed fplendor, dignified by the title of Kioumdogee, or royal 
convent, where, we were informed, the Seredaw or chief prieft intended to receive 
ns, and not at his ufual refidence, which was at a kioum about two miles farther. 
The articles I defigned to prefont to him having been fent forward to his cuftomary 
abode, we were obliged to wait in an adjoining houfe until they could be brought back. 
Being prepared, we were conducted into a fpacious court furrounded by a high brick 
wall, in the centre of which flood the kioum, an edifice not lefs extraordinary from 
the ftyle of its architecture, than magnificent from its ornaments, and from the gold 
that was profufely bellowed on every part* It Was compofed entirely of wood, and the 
roofs, rififig one above another in five diftinCt ftories, diininilhed in fize as they ad¬ 
vanced in height, each roof being furrounded by a cornice curioufly carved and richly 
gilded. The body of the building, elevated twelve feet from the ground, was fop* 
ported on large timbers driven into the earth after the manner of piles, of which there 
were probably one hundred and fifty to fuftain the immenfe weight of the fuperftruo 
ture. On afeending the flairs we were not lefs pleafed than furprifed at the fplendid 
appearance which the infide difpiayed; a gilded baluftrade, fantaftically carved into various 
Jhapes and figures, encompafied the outfide of the platform. Within this there was a 
wide gallery that comprehended the entire circuit of the building, in which many devo¬ 
tees were ftretched proftrate on the floor. An inner railing opened into a noble hall, 
fopported by colonnades of lofty pillars ; the centre row was at leaft fifty feet high, 
and gilded from the fummit to within four feet of the bafe, which was I&ckered red. 
In the middle of the hall there was a gilded partition of open latticed work, fifteen or 
twenty feet high, which divided it into two parts, from north to fouth. The fpace 
between the pillars varied from twelve to fixtecn feet,and the number, including rhofe 
that fopported the galleries, appeared to be not fewer than one hundred, which, as they 
approached the extremities, dixumifhed ia height; the outermofl row not exceeding 
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fifteen feet. The bottom of thefe was cafed with Jheet lead, as a defence againfl the 
weather. A marble image of Gaudma, gilded, and fitting on a golden throne, was 
placed in the centre of the partition ; and in front of the idol, leaning again!! one of 
the pillars, we beheld the Seredaw fitting on a fatin carpet. He was encompaffed by a 
circle of Rhahaans, from whom he could be no other ways diftinguifhed, than by his 
preferring an erect pofition ; whilft the others bent their bodies in an attitude of 
refpeft, with their hands joined in a fupplicating manner. On entering the hall, the 
Birmans and the Chinefe who accompanied us proltrated themfelves before the figure 
of Gaudma, after which they kneeled down and made their reverence to the Seredaw, 
touching the ground with their foreheads, whilft we took our feats on fine mats, that 
were fpread at a little diftance from him. He received us with much politenefs, and in 
his looks and demeanour affe&ed more livelinefs and complaifance than any of the 
fraternity I had hitherto feen. His appearance denoted him to be about forty years of 
age *, not meagre and auftere as they generally are, but fat and jocular. I prefented 
to him my offering, which confifted of a piece of yellow cloth, the facerdotal colour; 
fome fandal wood, and a few wax candles covered with gold leaf. He allied feveral 
queftions refpe&ing England, fuch as how long the voyage ufually was from thence to 
India: being told this, he obferved that we were an extraordinary people to wander fo 
far from home. I noticed the magnificence of the kioutn : he replied, that fuch fub- 
lunary matters did not attract his attention ; he was on earth but as a hermit. I de- 
fired his prayers; he faid they were daily offered up for the happinefs of all mankind, 
but that he would recommend us to the particular protection of Gaudma. He made 
fome obfervations on our appearance, which I did not underftand, and he even finiled ; 
a relaxation very unufiial in a Rhahaan. We retired without ceremony, and, mounting 
our elephants, proceeded along a wide road leading to the northward, which foon brought 
us to an extenfive plain, that feemed to ftretch in an uninterrupted level to the foot of 
a range of mountains ten or twelve miles diftant. The foil was a poor day, and the 
pafturage indifferent. We faw at a diftance fome fields of grain, and under flood, that 
capacious refervoirs had been conftrufted with great labour and expence, by order of 
the King, in the vicinity of the mountains, which enabled the inhabitants of the low 
countries to water the grounds, and render the earth productive in a feafon of 
drought. Several kioums and villages were fcattered over the plain; but when we 
had advanced about two miles, religious edifices increafed, beyond our power to- 
calculate the number. The fir ft that we entered was called Knebang ktomn, or the 
kioutn of immortality, from the centre of which rofe a royal piafath, to the height of a 
hundred and fifty feet: the roofs were of the cuftomary complicated ftructure, one 
above another. This was the place where the embalmed bodies of deceafed Seredaws 
are laid in ftate : the building refted on a terrace of brick, and was not elevated on 
pillars, as kioums and dwellmg-houfes ufually are. The hall was very handfome, 
about feventy feet fquare, furrounded by a wide gallery : the roof was fuftained by 
thirty-fix gilded pillars, the central forty feet in height. Mats were fpread in different 
parts for the repofe of the Rhahaans, and on each was placed a hard pillow; there was 
alfo a tray containing books on the duties of Rhahaans, on religion, and the forms of 
religious worfhip. 

Having refted here for a ftiort time, we next vifited the kiouin, which was the 
ordinary refidence of the Seredaw, This building far exceeded, in fize and fplen- 
dour, any that we had before feen, and is perhaps the molt magnificent of its kind 
in the univerfe; it is conftrucled entirely of wood, and rel'embles in the llyle of its 
ftrutture and ornaments, that in which we had an interview with the Seredaw, but 
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was much more fpaclous and lofty* The numerous rows of pillars, fome of them fixty 
feet high, all of which were covered with bumifhed gilding, had a wonderfully fplendid 
efteft: it would be difficult to convey, either in language or by pencil, an adequate 
defcription of this extraordinary edifice. The profufe expenditure of gilding on parts 
ex poled to the weather, as well as in the in fide, cannot fail to imprefs a ftranger with 
aftonifhment at the richnefs of the decoration, although he may not approve of the 
tafte with which it is difpofed : I could not have formed in my imagination a difplay 
more ftrikingly magnificent. This kioum was alfo divided by a partition, which 
feparated it in the middle from north to fouth. There was a fmall room on one 
fide made of gilded boards, which we were told was the bedchamber of the 
Seredaw. Mats were fpread on the outfide for the attendant Rhahaans, The figure 
of Gaudma was made of copper, and an European girandole of cut-glafs flood before 
his throne. 

Leaving this building, we paflfed through many courts crowded with fmaller tem¬ 
ples and kiourns. Several gigantic images of Rakufs, the Hindoo demon, half beaft, 
half human, made of brafs, were fhewed to us, as compofmg a part of the fpoils of 
Arracan. From thefe we were conduced to a magnificent temple which is eredling 
for the image of Gaudma, that was brought from the fame country. The idol is 
made of polifhed brafs, about ten feet high, and fitting in the ufual pofture, on a 
pedeflal within * an arched recefs ; the walls are gilded, and adorned with bits of 
different coloured mirrors, difpofed with much tafte. Peculiar fan&ity is afcribed 
to this image, and devotees refort from every part of the empire, to adore the Arracan 
Gaudma, which is not expoled at all hours to the view of the vulgar. The doors 
oi the recefs are only opened when perfons of particular confequence come to vifit 
it, or at ftated times, to indulge the populace. As we approached, a crowd of 
people thronged after us with tumultuous enthufiafin, ft riving for admittance to offer 
np a prayer to this brazen reprefentadve of the divinity. We foon turned from 
thefe wretched fanatics, and the object of their flupid adoration, to view the noble 
piafath, or royal fpire, that crowned the building, and attracted much more of our 
attention and refpedl, than an image, from which even the ftatuary could claim no 
praife. The fpire rofe in feven feparate ftages above the roof of the kioum ; and the 
gold leaf which had recently been applied, gliftening in the fun-beams, reflected a 
brilliant luftre. i his temple, with its auxiliary buildings, which are yet in an 
unfinilhed ftate, will, when completed, be the nioft elegant in the empire, though 
perhaps not fo fpacious as that which is the prefent refidence of the Seredaw* From 
hence we were conduced to what is called the chounda, or place for the reception and 
repofe of ftrangers who come from a diftance to offer up their devotions. It com¬ 
municates on the north fide with the great temple, and is aifo a very beautiful 
fpecimen of Birman architecture; it comprehends five long galleries feparated by 
colonnades, each confiding of thirty-four pillars, or two hundred and four altogether; 
the two central rows were about twenty-five feet high, but the external ones did not 
exceed fourteen ; they were painted of a deep crimldn ground, enlivened by feftoons 
of gold leaf encircling them in a very fanciful and pleafmg manner, and in a flyle 
much snore conformable to European tafte than an unvaried furface of gold. The 
ceiling likewife was embellifhed with a prpfufion of carved; work, executed with great 
labour and minutenefs. Meafuring by our Heps, we judged the length to be five 
hundred and feventy fix feet, and the'breadth of each diftinft gallery about twelve; 
the central rather wider than thofe on either fide. A low railing extended along the 
outer pillars, to prevent improper perfons and dogs from defiling the place. It is 
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built upon a terrace of brick, elevated three feet from the ground ; and the floor is 
made of chunam, or fine ftucco, compofed of lime, pounded fteatites, and oil, the 
cohefion of which forms a hard and fmooth furface, that Ihines like marble *. Our 
conductor informed us, that this edifice had been lately erected at the foie expence 
of the fenior Woongee. It certainly refle&s credit on the projector, and is an orna¬ 
ment to the country. 

The heat of the day, which had now attained its greatest force, and our having 
been in conftant exercife from feven in the morning till two o’clock in tha afternoon, 
rendered a place of repofe extremely acceptable; and here we not only refted our- 
felves, but likewife found a plentiful collation prepared for us. Our conduftors, aware 
that the attention of ftrangers could not fail to be engaged for fome hours by fuch a 
multitude of new and ftriking objefts, thought it would be more prudent for us to 
wait under the fhade of this hofpitable roof till the afternoon, than expofe ourfelves 
unneceffarily to a burning fun. We had brought with us, at the infiance of our friends, 
wine, bread, and butter, and cold fowl, to which the Shawbunder had added a tureen 
of excellent vermicelli foup, and a tolerable good pillaw. We fat down to our repaft 
about two o’clock, and after it was finifhed continued to recline upon our mats until 
evening, fanned by a cool and refrefhing breeze from the weft, whilft we converted, 
and contemplated the fcene around. The crowd of people, whom the novelty of our 
appearance had collected, were neither intrufive nor troublefome. On fuch an occa- 
fion, in raoft other countries of the Eaft, it is probable, that, from the prejudices of 
bigotry, we fhould not have been fuffered to depart without receiving fome infillt, or re¬ 
marking fome indication of contempt; but here, notwithftanding we entered their moft 
fan&ified receffes, we were every where treated with uniform civility. The prefence 
of thofe who accompanied us had doubtlefs fome influence in commanding the awe of 
the multitude; and if their refped was owing to this motive, it fpeaks highly for the 
ft ate of their police ; but I am inclined alfo to give them credit for a difpofition naturally 
kind and benevolent. 

In the afternoon we returned home by the fame road that we came; and our atten¬ 
tion being lefs engaged than in the morning, we had a better opportunity to judge of 
the form and extent of the fortrefs, as we paffed along the north fide, from one end 
to the other f. 

The fort of Ummerapoora is an exaft fquare : there are four principal gates, one in 
the centre of each face; there is alfo a fmaller gate on each fide of the great gate, 
equidiftant between it and the angle of the fort, comprizing twelve gates in all. 
At each angle of the fort there is a large quadrangular baftion, that projects con- 
fidcrably. There are alfo eleven fmaller baftions on each fide, including thofe that are 
over the gateways. Between each of thefe baftions is extended a curtain about two 
hundred yards long. From tins calculation, a fide of the fort occupies two thoufand 
four hundred yards; the Birmans, however, called it four thoufand nine hundred 
royal cubits, which I conceive to be an exaggerated account. Every baftion and 
gateway is covered by a tiled roof, fupported on four pillars of wood, to prevent 
injury from the lodgement of rain. 

At each comer of the fort there is a gilded temple, nearly one hundred feet in height, 
but fo infignificant, comparatively, with thofe we had juft feen, as not to attradft par¬ 
ticular notice. 

* The reader may fee a particular account of the chunam and its properties in Dr. Anderfon’* 
« Recreations in Agriculture,” 

^ See a plan of tEc fort of Ummerapoora in the Map prefixed to this work. 
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We could perceive, from our elephants, the roof of a range of buildings in the infide, 
parallel to the walls, and extending along one entire fide of the fort, which our con¬ 
ductors faid was the public granary and {tore-rooms. 

We arrived at our grove half an hour aTter dark, wearied by the heat of the weather 
and the exercife of the day, but gratified to the higheft degree with the multiplicity 
and extraordinary fplendour of the objects we had feen. Much as we had heard of the 
magnificence of their religious buildings, our expectations had been more than fulfilled. 
The unbounded expenditure of. gilding which they bellow on the outfide of the roofs, 
as well as within, muft exhauft immenfe fums. I was informed that the gold leaf is 
exceedingly pure, and bears expofure to the air for a long time, without fuffering in¬ 
jury. The fize or glue ufed to make it adhere is called feefee : it is the juice of the 
croton sebiferum, after undergoing a certain preparation. This is the only manner in 
which a people, naturally frugal and difinclined to luxury, feeini to apply their fuper- 
fliious wealth. It is to be lamented, that their edifices are in general compofed of fuch 
a perifhable material as wood, which, though of the moll durable kind perhaps in the 
world, cannot lall for many generations, or leave to pofterity a monumental proof of 
the tafte and magnificence of the national architecture. 

CHAP. XV. — Reafon to hope for a profperous Termination of the Embajfy :— meet 
withJtremtous Qppofiti&n : -—on what Grounds. — Veffel arrives at Rangoon from 
Mauritius. — News from Europe unpleafant: — i ndujlriovjiy propagated. — Mr. Wood 
vifts theWoongecs: —polite Reception .— Remarkable Giram fiance .'— Require to know 
His Majejly's Plmfure .— Day appointed for the Delivery of Prefenis from the 
Birman King. — Gonverfation at the Lotoo.—Arrogance of the Birman Court :— 
refolve to remonfiraie — uncivil Treatment .— Mr. Wood prefents a written and 
folemn Declaration r — Ferment caufed by it: — favourable Conclufton. — A Day 
appointed for our Reception by the King.—Liberal Return of Prefents. — Different 
Air tides. — Proceed to the Palace: — Introduction.—Hall of Audience .— The King :— 
his Drefs:—Perfon : — Manner: — receive official Papers in the Rhoom. — Formality 
in conveying the King's Letter. — Return. 

WHILST we were thus paffmg our time in amufement, and the indulgence of our 
curiofity, the more important interefts of the million were not forgotten. The council, 
I was informed, had held frequent deliberations on fome general propofitions which I 
had fubmitted with a view to affift the mercantile interefts of the two countries, and 
place commerce on a liberal and fecure balls. I had reafon given me to conclude, that 
my fuggeftions had met with a favourable reception, and I was Iikewife informed by an 
authority which I conceived to be competent, that it was intended to depute a Birman 
officer of diftin&ion in an official capacity to Bengal, there to confirm, on the part of 
His Birman Majefty, the good underftanding that was henceforth to fublift between the 
Court of Ummerapoora, and the Government General of India. Afturances of this 
nature, together with ihe attention paid to our private accommodation, induced me to 
hope for a favourable termination of the million with which I was intrufted. 

I foon found, however, that the attainment of thefe objects, which were obvioufly 
calculated to be of reciprocal advantage to Britilh India and the Birman empire, was 
oppofed by the indirect artifices of individuals poffeffing weight, whofe interefts might 
eventually be affected by any innovation, and who on that account feduloufly fomented 
jealoufy and diftruft, I Iikewife learned, that the pride of the court had been early 
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awakened, by a reprefentation, that the government of Bengal being provincial, and 
the governor-general, from whom I derived my commiflion, only the fubjedt oi a 
king, it would therefore be derogatory to the Birman monarch to treat on terms of 
equality with an adminiftration that was fubordinate, or to correfpond with any per Ion 
beneath the dignity of a crowned head. It is doubtful however whether the Birman 
court would have manifelted its fentiments fo unequivocally as to draw from me a 
formal explanation, had not circumftances fubfequently occurred, which ferved to 
ftrengthen its arrogance, and gave plaufibility to the representations that had been fabri¬ 
cated to miflead. 

Matters were in this ftate, when advice came of the arrival of a fmall veffel at 
Rangoon from the Ifle of France, under Birman colours, which brought an 
unfavourable account of the fituation of affairs in Europe ; exaggerating the difep- 
pointment of the allies on the continent to a total defeat; and adding, that the Dutch 
and Spaniards having joined the republicans, the utter ruin of the Englifh was not 
far diftant. An obfcure agent maintained at Rangoon by the French, tranfmitted this 
information to a perfon of fome official importance at the Birman capital, who immedi¬ 
ately promulgated it with an addition, that a powerful fleet was on its voyage from 
France to India, and chat four French fliips of war were triumphantly cruizing 
in the Indian feas. 

This intelligence, which was afferted with confidence, was diligently improved 
by the Armenian and Muffulman merchants, who infinuated that, if our prefent 
overtures fprung not from treachery, they originated in fearj at the fame time 
renewing a report, which had more than once been current, of a combination of all 
the powers of India to deprive Great Britain of her poffefiions in the Eaft, and to 
expel all Europeans from thofe Ihores, which they were reprefented to have firft 
vifited as merchants, and afterwards invaded as ufurpers, Although the Birmans 
probably did not give implicit credit to the laft mentioned rumour, yet the news 
from Europe co-operating with their own pride determined them to perfift in that 
arrogant affurnption of fuperiority, which had hitherto been manifefted rather in their 
actions than by their words. 

On the 7 th of September, Mr. Wood, in conformity with the infiruftions he 
received, waited on the two fenior Woongees, accompanied by Dr. Buchanan, and 
attended by a proportion of the public fervants. On his return, he addreffed an 
official letter to me, (Appendix, No. 1 .) by which it appears, that in his reception no 
part of the refpeft due to his public character was omitted ; whilft in the folicitude 
expreffed for our perfonal welfare, there was di[played the refined politenefs of a 
polifhed court. The converfation that he held with the Woongees was nevertheless 
marked by a circumflance which ferved to indicate more pointedly the predict line that 
was intended to be drawn. 

On the day of my public introduftion at the lotoo, it was an 0 mi (lion too remark¬ 
able to efcape notice, that no enquiry whatever had been made refpefting the Governor- 
general of India, nor in the converfations which I afterwards held with the feveral 
Princes was the name of the Governor-general once mentioned by them. Such how¬ 
ever was not the cafe at the interview between Mr. Wood and the Woongees; thefe 
minifters enquired particularly concerning Sir John Shore, and the younger Woongee. 
defired to be informed of tSe extent of the Governor-general’s authority, which- 
implied, oh his part, either real or affumed ignorance. Thefe queftions alfo, as 
appears from Mr. Wood’s report, did not arife from the cafual fuggeftion of the 
moment, but were all preconcerted and methodically arranged; the inferences there- 
von, ix. 3 z f° r * 
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fore to be deduced from them were grounds on which I might form a judgment; they 
conveyed fomething more than a prefumpiion of the real fentiments entertained refpeCU 
ino- the delegating authority under which I afted. 

°There being no plaufible pretext for any longer delay, I preffed the Woongees to 
inform me what His Majefty’s pleafure was, regarding the feveral points which I had 
fubmitted to his council; and intimated the neceflity I was under of obeying the 
orders of my own government, by returning as ipeedily as was confiftent with the 
objefts for which I'‘had been deputed. In reply to this application, I was apprized 
that the prefents which His Birman Majefty defigped to fend to Bengal, in return for 
thofe he had received, would be prepared on the 19th of September, on which 
day, if I would come to the lotoo, they fhould be delivered to me, matters 
of bufinefs might be difcuffed, and 1 might fix on whatever day I thought proper to 
depart. 

With this defire I willingly acquiefced, as affording me an opportunity of requiring to 
know His Majefty’s real fentiments, as well as the motives that on their part gave 
rife to a conduit of fo myfterious a nature. 

Nothing paffed in tjie interval, except that I received intimation through a private 
and refpcctable channel, that the court, although no objection would be formally 
ftated, had come to a decided refolution of confidering me as a perfon deputed from, 
a provincial and fubordinate power, and not as a reprefentative of an equal and 
fovereign ftate ; and tha$ in purfuance of this estimation His Majefty did not intend 
to honour me with a perfonal audience of leave. Of the truth of this information I 
had no reafoa to doubt; but before I took any meafures to undeceive the court in a 
public manner, I deemed it expedient to have an alfumption fo haughty and imperious 
verified by the higheft authority. 

On the 19th oi September I proceeded to the lotoo, where I arrived about twelve 
o’clock, and found the council of ftate already aflembled; the minifters and the 
attendant officers being all dreffed in their rob^ and caps of ceremony. A few 
minutes after we had taken our feats, the prefents were brought, confifting of three 
large boxes, covered with red cloth, and two elephant’s teeth of confiderable fixe. 
Thefe I was defired to receive, in the name of the Birman King, for the Englifh 
government: at the fame time, two large rings were prefented to me; one a fingle 
ruby fet in gold, the other a fapphire, which I was requefted to accept as a perfonal 
token of His Majefty’s favour: a ring was alfo given to Mr. Wood, and another to 
Hr. Buchanan. When this ceremony Was ended, I addreffed myfelF in the Birman 
language to the Woongees, and defired to know whether there were any reafons 
which applied to my fituation, that had induced His Majefty to decline honouring 
me with a perfonal audience ; which compliment, I underftood, was ufually paid by 
their court to the deputies of all fovereign ftates. To this interrogation 1 received 
an equivocal reply | and on repeating it, they perfifted in returning an evafive 
anfwer. I then defired to be informed, whether or not it was His Majefty’s intention 
to receive me in perfon, before my departure, as the reprel'entative of the Governor- 
general. This queftion they faid they could not anfwer, not knowing His Majefty’s 
pleafure. I afterwards a Iked, whether the King preferred his intention of fending an 
authorized perfon from his court to Bengal, as had been intimated to me by what I con¬ 
ceived to be competent authority j and whether the fuggeftions, which I had fub- 
mitted for the advancement and protection of commerce, had been taken into con- 
fideration. Thefe feveral points, they faid, were then under difculfion, and would 
be fpeedily determined j they acquainted me at the fame time, that if I would fix 
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on any precife period for my departure, the neceffary papers and letters fhould be 
prepared and delivered to me two days previous to my fetting out. I mentioned 
the 3d of October; they replied, that the letter's fhould be in readinefs by what I 
underftood to be the ill of October ; but by fame mifapprehenfion was the 30th of 
September j adding their hope that I would come to town on the 28th of September, 
the anniverfary of Sandaing-guite, a day on which all the nobility pay homage to His 
Majefty. To their invitation I anfwered, that my having that honour muft depend on 
circumftances not yet afcetrained. 

This interview left me little room to doubt of the eftimation in which the Birman 
court held my public character, notwithftanding it was judged advifeable, from motives 
of policy, to avoid making any direct avowal of fuch fentiments. Proceeding upon 
this plan, they concealed all their acts and determinations with a veil of ambiguity, 
which it fometimes was extremely difficult to penetrate. 

Pride, the chief actuating principle of this arrogant court, was the fource to which 
its conduct, in every tranfaftion of a public nature, might ultimately be traced. The 
firft object of their government is to imprefs on the minds of the people the moll 
reverential awe of their own fovereign, whofe greatnefs they do not admit to be 
equalled by that of any monarch upon earth. Without attempting to diminifh their 
veneration for their own Prince, it became my duty, from the mode that was adopted 
in the dilplay of his confequence, to acquaint the miniiters, in terms which could not 
be mifconftrued,' that there was another power, at no great diftance, which would 
not readily fubfcribe to its own inferiority, or admit of any aft in its negociations 
with other ftates, which might either exprefs or imply an affumption of fuperiority. 
It became neceflary to inform them, that the Governor-general of India was not, in 
his relation to their court, or to that of any other eaftern potentate, a fubordinate 
provincial officer; but a perfonage in whom fovereign authority over a widely 
extended empire was efficiently veiled; that, as the reprefentative of fuch authority, 

1 held an indifputable claim to whatever confideration was granted to the minifters 
of other nations; and that the withholding it would be accounted an incivility fo great, 
as probably to prevent the Englilh government from making any future advances for 
the ellablifhment of a friendly and confidential intercourfe. 

To convey a truth not lefs important for them to know than incumbent on me to 
declare, I determined to addrefs a letter to the principal Woongee and the council 
of Hate, expreffing my diffatisfaftion at the conduft which the Birman court had 
thought proper to obferve in regard to my public charafter ; to require an explana¬ 
tion of thofe points which comprehended the objefts of the embafly ; and to demand, 
that I ffiould be received and acknowledged by the King in perfon as the reprefentative 
of an equal and fovereign Hate. 

Had there even been room left for me to hefitate upon the adoption of this ftep, the 
following circumftances, which occurred immediately after my interview with the 
Woongees at the lotoo, would have decided me, in making a public declaration of my 
fentiments on a mode of behaviour which exceeded even their ufual extent of official 
arrogance, and fell little Ihort of perfonal indignity. 

The cuftom, which impofes an obligation on a foreign miniftry, to pay a mark 
of refpeft by a trifling prefent to each member of the royal family ro whom he is 
introduced, has already been noticed : this compliment I offered in perfon to thq, 
feveral Princes on the days of my prefentation j and, in order to manifeft that it was 
not my defire to withhold any attention confiftent with my fituation to grant, foon 
after the vifits of ceremony were ended, I had direfted my Moonlhee, or Perfian 
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fecretary, to wait on each of the minifters and the principal officers of the court, 
and requeft in my name their acceptance of fome rarity, the produce of Europe or 
of India. The gift to each individual was very trifling ; a few yards of European 
broad cloth, an article of cut-glafs, a piece of Bengal muflin or of filk, was received 
as a polite and hand fome teftimonial of a friendly difpofmon. Thefe civilities, I was 
informed, were, by a fpedal mandate, ordered to be returned, by every perfon to whom 
the attention had been fhewn, in fome production of the Birman country, and of value 
equal to what had been beitowed. _ . 

It being expected that I fhould wait on the royal Princes to receive m perfon the 
remuneration which they defigned to make for the prefents they had obtained, I fent, 
on the 21 ft of September, a meflage to the Engy Teekien, to acquaint him that, 
if it fuited his convenience, I would pay my refpects to him the following day, or 
poftpone my vifit to any other that he might think proper to appoint: I likewile 
difpatched a meflenger with a fimilar notification to the Prince of Prome* from the 
firfl I received a civil reply, excufing himfelf from feeing me on account of the 
indifpofition of the Princefs, who had lately been brought to bed; but acquainting 
me, that if I chofe to attend, the prefents for the Englifli government would be 
delivered to me in the rhoom of his palace, or to any perfon whom I might appoint 
to 'receive them. T replied, that being debarred of the honour of feeing him, 
I would depute Mr. Wood to accept his prefents in the name of the Governor-general 
of India; from the Prince of Prome I had not the honour of an anfwer. 

On the 22d, Mr. Wood waited on the Engy Teekien, and was received with 
much civility at the rhoom by his minifters; the prefents were formally produced, 
and conveyed to our refidence by the Prince’s fervants. As the Prince of Prome 
had not returned an anfwer to my meflage, I imagined that fome mifapprehenfion 
had occurred. Being defirous of appearing to put the mod favourable coriftruftion 
on every part of their conduct, I requefted Mr. Wood to fend a meflenger, when he 
went to the houfe of the Engy Teekien, to apprize the Prince of Prome that he meant 
afterwards to pay his refperis to him. To this intimation was returned what Mr. Wood 
confidered a fatisfafitory reply: and as foon as the firfl: vifit was ended, he proceeded to 
the Prince of Prome’s palace, where the treatment he received was extremely rude j after 
{landing for fome time at the outer gate, expofed to the fun, he was informed that the 
Prince was not at home. 

However deficient the members of the royal family might be in politenefs to me, 
I determined not to fuffer their example to influence my conduct towards them, or to 
negleft any mark of deference that was due to their illultrious rank. Meedavv Praw, 
the mother of the Queen, being a perfonage venerable from her age, and dignified 
from her high conneftions j her behaviour alio on our introdu&ion having been 
diftinguifhed by affability and politenefs ; I was, for thefe reafons, defirous of paying 
fuch a character particular refpeft; and with that view fent a complimentary meflage 
to her, fimilar to that which had been delivered to the two Princes: fhe returned, 
in anfwer, that the next day would be perfectly convenient to her for my reception. I 
likewife intimated to the younger Princes my intendon of paying them a vifit, to which, 
they replied by a verbal compliment. 

On the next day, the 23d, I proceeded in form to the houfe of Meedaw Praw 
at the appointed hour, and was received with fufficient politenefs by her Woon, 
or principal officer; there were feveral perfons of rank ailembled in the hall when 
1 entered. After we had been feated about a quarter of an hour, a perfon came forth 
from the inner apartment, and informed us that the i*rincefs had gone to the palace 

to 


SYMES f S EMBASSY TO AVA 


54* 

to fee the Queen her daughter, but would return in a few minutes. This I thought 
rather an extraordinary ftep, as the herfelf had determined the precife time when I 
was to come. Thefe minutes, however, were protraCted to an hour: in the interval, 
pawn, fruit, and fweetmeats were ferved up. At length, when her minifters perceived 
that my patience was exhaufted, and I would wait no longer, a meffage was delivered 
to me from the Princefs, excufing her non-appearance on a plea of indifpofition ; at 
the fame time three gold rings, fet with rubies and fapphires, and ieveral boxes, 
handfomely japanned and painted, were laid before me, and my acceptance of them 
defired. A conduCt marked by fuch deliberate unpohtenefs would have junified 
retaliation on my part, by a contemptuous rejection of her prefents ; I however 
refrained from any farther indication of difpleafure, than withdrawing unceremonioufly, 
without taking any notice of the boxes or rings, which were immediately conveyed to my 
refidence by her fervants. Having reafon to apprehend that the junior Princes meant 
to obferve a fimilar line of conduct, I declined vifuing them, but fent Mr. Wood to 
go through the ceremony of calling at their feparate houfes. As was expected, he 
faw not one of the Princes, but was received by their Woons, who, though they carefully 
refrained from abfolute rudenefs, yet evinced in their conduct the utmoft arrogance, 
under the cloak of iupercilious civility. 

Such ftrange and unwarrantable infolence could not be meafured by any fcale of 
true policy, and was hardly to be reconciled to reafon or common fenfe ; nor could 
any part of their conduit be laid to the account of ignorance ; for no people on earth 
better underftand, or more pointedly obferve, the minute punctilios of official form. 
No candid and determinate reply could be extorted from them on any point in which 
their vanity was concerned: what their court intended to concede, I underftood, was 
to be granted, not as an equivalent for reciprocal privileges on our part, but as a 
boon, as an ait of gratuitous condefcenfion to me, in the character of a petitioner, 
bearing the tribute of homage from ail inferior ftate. Without the hardinefs to 
avow thefe principles, which a fenfe of Britilh power, and the proximity of the 
country, probably fupprefled, they neverthelefs aited upon them as an affumed fait, 
with a view to gratify their own pride, elude difagreeable explanations, and reap all 
the advantages derivable from an intercourfe with Britifli India, to which they certainly 
were far from being averfe, provided the correfpondencc could be maintained upon 
their own terms. 

In purfuance of my determination, I addreffed the letter (Appendix, No. II.) to 
the chief Woongee and council of ftate; and, to give it all the publicity that fuch 
a declaration ought to have, I fent Mr. Wood to deliver it in perfon to the minifter, 
directing him afterwards to wait on the two junior Woongees, and apprize them formally 
of my having written a letter of fuch a tenour. 

Nor did I refolve on this meafure without maturely confidering the effeCt it was 
likely to produce, as well as the neceffity in which it originated. The court had 
evidently been embarraffed, in the firft ftages of the bufinels, and was undetermined 
in what manner to aCt ; to this irrefolution I afcribe the petty artifice of mifinforming 
me in matters of faft. The accounts from Europe certainly had great weight in 
influencing their conduCt, and tliofe could only be difcredited by my holding higher 
language than before: to have acquiefced in filence would have been conltrued into 
at leaft a prefumptive evidence of our weaknefs, whilft the flight that was attempted 
to be call on the authority delegated to me, left no alternative but to endeavour to 
remove it by a temperate remonttrance, fuch as my letter was intended to convey, 
or to decline any further communication, and withdraw without ceremony. 'lh;s 
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latter ftep was not to be taken under any provocation fliort of J?®*?"* “ J J2* 
than which I believe nothing was farther from their intention. 
own importance by the unworthy mode of leflening that ofMothers, Teemed to-be the foie 
motive that aduated them, and which, as far as related to the government that I 

reprefented, it was clearlv my duty to oppofe. . 

My letter was written in the Englilh and the Perfian languages * ; the ^terventiou 
of holidays prevented the delivery of it before the 26th, when Mi. Wood waite 
tlie principal Woongee, and prefented it in form j he alterwaros called upon the 
junior Woongee*, and acquainted them of his having laid before the femor an aodiu.s 

which required their ferious confideratior, , , * * „ 

I imagine, that if this explicit avowal of my fentiments had been made prev . y 
to our laft-mentioned vifits to the members of the royal family, we fliould ha e 
had lefs caufe to complain of incivility. Such language, I believe, was “f^P^d ; 
the court had affared itfelf that the ftate of our affairs in Europe and in India was lo 
critical, that we would tolerate yet greater arrogance of manner, rather than 
hazard the interruption of intercourfe, and give our enemies the advantage of 
an alliance which the native vanity of the Birmans rendered them not unwilling to 

^Information was conveyed to me from a refpeaable quarter, that the fermenta¬ 
tion which my remonftrance excited in the council of the Iotoo was by no means 
moderate : the Woongees, I was told, were divided 111 their opinions; the ddculiiou 
continued till twelve o’clock on the night of the 27th, when the refult of their dehbeia- 

tic ns was laid before the King* , 

Whatever might have been their feparate fentiments, the ultimate decifion was 
temperate and wife. I was apprized late on the evening of the 28th, by a verbal 
communication from the Maywoon of Pegue, that on the day appom e or c 
delivery of the reply to the Governor-general’s letter, I fliould be formally received 
at the palace of the King, who would grant me a perfonal audience m the character to 
which I laid claim, and that the proportions which I had luggefted, for the regulation 
and encouragement of commerce, had for the molt part received His Majefty s 

aP lTxmefled,in anfwer, the ferisfadion I felt from hearing a refolution fo creditable to 
themfelves ; but added, that as the letter I had written was a public and folemn declara. 
tion, I Ihould require more than a verbal affurance, before I could confidently lubjett 
myfelf to a repetition of former difappointments, and requefted that he would tafce tne 
trouble to reduce his obliging meffage to writing : with this he readily complied by a 

fhort note written in the Birman language. * ™ r„- 

The form of receiving the prefents, which were brought to me as a return tor 
thofe that had been given, occupied a confiderable portion of the lalt days. Une ot 

» It afforded me particular fatisfaflion to know, that the fall purport and wfl™* '£%£*' T* 
not fail to be conveyed, through the channel of either of thefe languages, _ . „ 

Armenian interpreter of Englifh, who had fpent the greater part of his hfe in the 

man eminently qualified for the talk: he fpoke, read, and wrote Engliih, fiipenor toanyperfon I e* 
knew who had not been in Great Britain, ft is a fingnlar fafl- that the firft verfion of the ateS.rWUJam 
Jones’s Tranfiation of the Inftitutes of Hindoo Law, Jhould he made in the Birman language- When l 
arrived at Ummerapoora, the Armenian had-juft completed the work, by « 

Majefty. This circumftance offers no mean proof of die liberal and enlightened 

who. fuperiorto general prejudice, was willing to feek for information throogh a medmni by 

other nations of the Eaft will condefcend to accept of knowledge, however beneficial the attainment 

might prove to themfelvei* 
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the three boxes that had been fent by the King contained amber in large pieces, 
uncommonly pure; another, a inafs of (tone of confiderable fize, in appearance 
refembling the| chryfoprafe; and the third, a large and beautiful group of cryftals, 
rifing from a matrix of amethyft, in the form of prifms, moftly hexagonal or penta¬ 
gonal, flightly ftriated on the furface, and terminated at one end by a pyramid com- 
pofed of three rhomboidal planes. It was a very curious production of nature, and 
doubtlefs, coming from fuch a quarter, mult have been accounted of great value. 
The prefent from the Engy Teelden confided of fix ruby and fapphire rings, two 
elephant’s teeth, feveral japanned boxes, and three horfes, finall, like all thofe which 
the country produces, but extremely well formed; two were piebald, to match in a 
carriage; and the other was a bright bay. The principal Queen alfo, whofe title 
is Nandoh Praw, and the fecond Queen, called Myack Nandoh, fent their feparate 
offerings, and added to feveral rings and fpecimens of japanned ware, fome handfome 
articles of plate, two large beetle-boxes, of emboffed filver, two trays and two 
drinking cups of the fame metal, the workman (hip of which did not afford a favour¬ 
able proof of the fkill of their artifts. Retributary donations were now brought in 
troublefome abundance from every individual to whom the fmalleft gratification 
had been given ; and in fome in fiances the return far exceeded in value what had been 
received :' my houfe was encumbered with all forts of Birman utenfils in painted and 
japanned ware, feveral of which were by no means of a portable fize. I was alio 
prefented with pieces of filk and cotton cloth, of different dimenfions and quality, 
in number not lefs than eighty or a hundred ; alfo elephant’s teeth, amber wrought 
into beads, fifty or fixty pieces of plate formed into beetle-boxes, mugs, fpitting-pots 
and cups; precious ftones too conftituted a very general gift, chiefly rubies and 
fapphires in their native ftate, rudely fet in gold. I received from various perfbns 
nearly a hundred of thefe ftones, few of which were valuable, though fome of the 
fapphires, on being polilhed by a lapidary, proved to haye a very fine water. I muft 
not, however, omit mentioning a beautiful fpecimen of filagree, in a large filver 
beetle-box, which was prefented to me by one of the Attawoons; the workmanfhip 
was minutely delicate, and exquifitely finilhed; and, in order to enhance the value 
of the gift, the donor, with a politenefs that could not be furpafled in any court, 
had his title engraven in Eng'SIh letters on the fide of the box : a compliment fa 
handfomely conveyed demanded my beft acknowledgments, and I regretted exceedingly 
that the official charafter which I held denied me the perfonal acquaintance of this 
minifter, as well as of fome others, with whom I Ihould have been happy, under any 
other circumftances, to have cultivated an intimacy. 

On the 30th of September, the day appointed by His Birtnan Majefty to receive 
the Englilh gentlemen in the charafter of an imperial deputation, we croffed the 
lake at ten o’clock in the morning, attended by our cuftomary fuite, and accompanied 
by Baba-Sheen and feveral Birman officers. We entered the fort, as ufual, by the 
weftern gate, when, in (lead of palling, as on former occafions, along the north fide 
of the enclofure of the palace, to reach the ilreet leading down to the lotoo, we 
now proceeded round by the fouth, and in this new direftion obferved many more 
houfes of diftinguilhed ftrufture than by the other route. In our way we paffed 
through a fiiort ftreet, entirely compofed of faddlers’ and hamefs makers’ (hops. 
On alighting, we were condufted into the rhoom, to wait there until the Engy 
Teekien Ihould arrive, which he did precifely at the hour of twelve. Several 
Chobwas, who were to be introduced on this day, had taken their feats in the rhoom 
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before we entered; each of them held a piece of filk or cotton cloth in his lap, 
defigned, according to the eftablifhed etiquette, as a propitiatory offering to His 
Majefty; and on the cloth was placed a faucer, containing a fniall quantity of unboiled 
rice, which it feems is an indifpenfable part of the ceremony. The Birman cuftotn 
differs in this particular from the ufage of Hindoftan: a perfon, on his prefentation at 
the imperial court of Delhi, offers to the fovereign an odd number of the gold coin 
commonly called Mohurs*, an even number being confidered as maufpicious; but 
the court of Ummerapoora, with a more delicate refinement, never permits an offer¬ 
ing in money, but requires from a foreigner fomerhing of the produce of his country, 
and from a fubject fome article of manufa&ure. The donation of rice is not, as in 
India, when prefented by Brahmins to the incarnations of Vilhnu, meant as an acknow¬ 
ledgment of divine attributes, but is merely defigned as a recognition of the power of 
the monarch, and an acknowledgment of the property of the foil being veiled in him; 
a truth which is expreflively declared, by offering him its moft ufeful production. 
During our continuance in the rhoom, tea was ferved to us; and when we advanced 
to the outer gate, we were not obliged to put off our fhoes, but were permitted to 
wear them until we had reached the inner inclofure that feparates the court of the 
lotoo from that of the royal palace, within which not any nobleman of the court is 
allowed to go with his feet covered. There is a double partition wall dividing the two 
courts, with an intervening fpace of ten or twelve feet, through which a gallery leads, 
that is appropriated exclufively to the ufe of the King when he chufes to prefide in 
perfon in the lotoo. 

On entering the gate, we perceived the royal faloon of ceremony in front of us, 
and the court affembled in all the parade of pomp and decoration. It was an open 
hall, fupported by colonnades of pillars twenty in length, and only four in depth : we 
were conducted into it by a flight of fteps, and, advancing, took our places next the 
fpace oppofite to the throne, which is always left vacant, as being in full view of 
His Majefty. On our entrance, the bafement of the throne, as at the lotoo, was 
alone vifible, which we judged to be about five feet high; folding doors fcreened 
the feat from our view. The throne, called Yazapalay, was richly gilded and carved; 
on each fide a final! gallery, inclofed by a gilt baluftrade, extended a few feet to the 
right and left, containing four umbrellas of ftate; and on two tables, at the foot of 
the throne, were placed feveral large veffels of gold, of various forms, and for dif¬ 
ferent purpofes: immediately over the throne, a fplendid piafath rofe in feven ftages 
above the roofs of the building, crowned by a tee,, or umbrella, from which a fpiral 
rod was elevated above the whole. 

We had been feated little more than a quarter of an hour, when the folding doors 
that concealed the feat opened with a loud noife, and difcovered his Majefty afcending 
a flight of fteps that led up to the throne from the inner apartment: he advanced but 
flowly, and feemed not to poffefs a free ufe of his limbs, being obliged to fupport 
himfelf with his hands on the baluftrade. I was informed, however, that this appear¬ 
ance of weaknefs did not proceed from any bodily infirmity, but from the weight of 
the regal habiliments in which he was clad; and if what we were told was true, that 
he carried on his drefs fifteen vifs, upwards of fifty pounds avoirdupois of gold, his 
difficulty of afcent was not furprifing. On reaching the top he ftood for a minute, as 

♦ MoLur is a corrupt name given by Europeans to this coin. Afluirfi ia its proper term j Pagoda 
likewife, as applied to a coin, is an illegitimate word, of which the natives know nothing except on the 
authority of their conquerors* 
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though to take breath, and then fat down on an embroidered cufhion with his legs 
inverted. His crown was a high conical cap, richly ftudded with precious ftones; his 
fingers were covered with rings; and in his drefs he bore the appearance of a man 
cafed in golden armour, whilll a gilded, or probably a golden wing on each flioulder, 
did not add much lightnefs to his figure. His looks denoted him to be between fifty 
and fixty years old, of a ftrong make, in ftature rather beneath the middle height, 
with hard features and of a dark complexion; yet the expreflion of his countenance 
was not unpleafing, and feemed, I thought, to indicate an intelligent and inquiring 
mind. 

On the firft appearance of His Majefty, all the courtiers bent their bodies, and 
held their hands joined in an attitude of fupplication. Nothing farther was required 
of us, than to dean a little forward, and to turn in our legs as much as we could j 
not any a£t being fo unpolite, or contrary to etiquette, as to prefent the foies of the 
feet towards the face of a dignified perfon. Pour Bramins, drefled in white caps and 
gowns, chanted the ufual prayer at the foot of the throne : a Nakhaan then advanced 
into the vacant fpace before the King, and recited in a mufical cadence the name of 
each perfon who was to be introduced on that day, and of vvhofe prefent, in the 
charader of a fuppliant, he entreated His Majefty’s acceptance. My offering confifted 
of two pieces of Benares gold brocade; Dodor Buchanan and Mr. Wood each pre- 
fented one. When our names were mentioned, we were feparately defired to take a 
few grains of rice in our hands, and, joining them, to bow to the King as low as we 
conveniently could, with which we immediately complied. When this ceremony was 
finilhed, the King uttered a few indiftind words, to convey, as I was informed, an 
order for invefting fome perfons prefent with theinfignia of a certain degree of nobi¬ 
lity : the imperial mandate was inftantly proclaimed aloud by heralds in the court. 
His Majefty remained only a few minutes longer, and during that time looked at us 
attentively, but did not honour us with any verbal notice, or fpeak at all, except to 
give the order before mentioned. When he rofe to depart, he manifefted the fame 
figns of infirmity as on his entrance; after he had withdrawn, the folding doors were 
clofed, and the court broke up. 

In defcending, we took notice of two pieces of cannon, apparently nine-pounders, 
which were placed in the court, on either fide of the flairs, to defend the entrance of 
the palace. Sheds protected them from the weather, and they were gilded all over : 
a royal carriage alfo was in waiting, of curious workmanfhip, and ornamented with a 
royal fpire: there was a pair of horfes harneffed to it, whofe trappings gliftened in 
the fun. 

We returned as ufual to the rhoom, where I underftood that the letter from the 
King to the Governor-general of India was to be prefented to me, together with fome 
other documents that comprehended the objects of the embaffy. Soon after the mem¬ 
bers of the royal family had afeended their elephants, the expected letter was brought 
from the lotoo on a tray, borne by a Nakhaan, inclofed in a cafe of wood japanned 
and covered with a fcarlet cloth. The mode of offering it was not, I conceived, quite 
fo ceremonious as the occafion feemed to require; and the officer who was charged 
with the delivery indicated a reluctance to fay that it was a letter from the King to the 
Governor-general of India. This circumftance produced fome difficulty, as, without 
being diftinftly informed to whom the letter was directed, I declined accepting it. 
At length the interpreter, finding I would not receive it on other terms, delivered it 
in a fuitable manner, with a declaration that it was a reply from his Birman Majefty 
lo the letter of the Britifli Governor-general of India, and that a copy of a royal man- 

YQLi ix* 4 a date 


546 SYMES’s EMBASSY TO AVA. 

date was annexed to it, granting to the Englifli nation certain valuable Immunities 
and privileges of trade. 

\VhiIft we were in the outer court, or that in which the lotoo is fituated, we had 
an opportunity of viewing the immenfe piece of ordnance found in the fortrefs of 
Arracan when captured by the Engy Teekien, which was afterwards conveyed by 
water to adorn the capital of the conqueror, where it is now preferved as a trophy, 
and is highly honoured, being gilded, and covered by a roof of a dignified order. It 
is formed of brafs, rudely manufactured; the length is thirty feet, the diameter at the 
muzzle two and a half, and the calibre meafured ten inches; it is mounted on a low 
truck carriage fupportcd by fix wheels; near it lay a long rammer and fponge ftaff, 
and we perceived feveral fliot made of hewn ftone fitted to the calibre. It is remark¬ 
able, that molt of the fpoils which had been brought from Arracan were made of 
brafs; the image of Gaudrna, the lions, the demons, and the gun, all tranfported 
from thence, are compofed of that metal. 

The difcuffion, on the ceremony of delivering the letter, being ended, we returned 
home, preceded by a Miouferee, or inferior fecretary, on horfeback, bearing in due 
form the royal letter, and dreffed in his cap and gown of office. When we had 
reached our refidence, I immediately ad dreffed the chief xninifter, to requeft an official 
tranflation of the letter in the Perfian language, alfo of the paper annexed to if j ob- 
ferving, that as public interpreters of that tongue were appointed by the court, and it 
being well underftood by feveral perfons relident at Ummerapoora, a medium of inter- 
courfe could never be wanting, which would be equally intelligible and convenient to 
their government and to mine. Within two days I received a notification, that His 
Majefty had given orders to fupply me with the tranflation I required. 

CHAP. XVI. Subjiancs of official Papers. — Prepare to depart. — Chinefe Deputies : 

— take Leave preparatory to their Return. —- Birman Books : ——fold clandejlinely to 
Strangers. — A Man imprifoned. — Liberal ConduM of the Court. — Siamefe Painter. 

— Birman Fejlival:—the Court of the Queen attended by all the Women of Rank . — 
Illuminations . •—Unceremonious Vi/it to the Engy Teekien. -—Embark on board our 
Boats: ■— delayed. — Letter from the principal Woongee to the Governor-General of 
India. — III Treatment fuffered by one of our People. — Infolence of the Followers of 
the Prince of Tongho. — Leave Ummerapoora . — Vift Chagaing. — Defcription of 
the Fort. — Oderua , or Pot Village. — Kieock , the great Manufactory of Birman 

’ Idols. *— Temple of Commodoo Praia. — Fireworks. <— Rockets of Extraordinary Mag¬ 
nitude. — Chagaing, an Emporium of Cotton. — Ancient Ava. — Temple of Loga- 
therpoo Praia. — Stupendous Idol . — Sandaht , or Elephant Town. — Keenduem 
River. — Nioundoh. — Pegahm. — Civility of the Mioudogee , or Deputy Governor. — 
Ride to view the Ruins. — Curious Temple. — Art of turning Arches — lojl by the 
Birmans. — Reach the Town of Sillah Mew. 

THE intervention of holidays, together with the unavoidable delays of office, pro¬ 
tracted the delivery of the Perfian tranflations until the 14th of October; on which 
day the papers, properly authenticated, were brought from the lotoo, and delivered 
to me by an officer of government. In tranflating thefe documents, I carefully col¬ 
lated the Perfian verfion with the Birman original, which I was enabled to do by the 
affiftanee of perfons on the lpot who underftood both languages, and found the 
Perfian to be as literal a tranflation as the different idioms would admit. 
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The letter of his Birman Majefty to the governor-general (Appendix, No. HI.) is a 
curious fpecimen of the extravagant phrafeology of oriental compofition: a great part 
of it is the diction of the nunifter, which may be cqiifidered as the preamble of the 
letter. In this portion are enumerated the royal titles, the honours conferred on the 
Britifli reprefentative, and the prefents that were delivered; it next details the heads 
of certain proportions, which I had made with a view to advance the commercial 
mterefts of both nations; His Majefty then lpeaks in_ his own perfon, and, in the 
pompous flyle of an order, ratifies immunities of confiderabie importance to Britifh 

merchants and mariners. _ 

The paper which accompanied the letter (Appendix, No* IV.) is an order delivered 
by the principal Woongee to carry into effetf: the imperial mandate, and is addreffed 
to the Maywoon of Pegne in particular, as holding the jurifdidHon of Rangoon, and 
to the governors of fea-port towns in general It however became neceffary, in order 
to give full operation to His Majefty’s good intentions, to obtain feveral fubfidiary 
papers, which, by expreffmg in clear detail the regular dues of government, and fpe- 
cifying the authorized perquifites of office, might prevent in future any arbitrary 
exafHons, and put an end to impo fit ions which had long been pra£ti fed oil Britifh 
merchants trading to Birman ports, from whom loud complaints had at different 
times reached the fupreine government* Thefe papers I found no difficulty in obtain¬ 
ing : it was determined by them, that all goods of Europe and Bntifh India manu¬ 
facture, imported in Britifh Ihips, Ihould be fubjeft to a duty of ten per cent* to the 
King ; the price of anchorage and pilotage, for ffiips bf every rate, was determined ; 
the fees of the provincial and port officers, charges for warehoufe room, for inter¬ 
preters and clearance, the cu/toms to be levied at each houfe of collection on goods 
conveying up the river, were accurately defined; and teak timber, to us by far the 
molt valuable commodity which the country produces, was ordered to pay a duty of 
five per cent* ad valorem , at whatever port it might be /hipped, and all further 
oxadtions on that article were prohibited. The feveral demands of the port and pro¬ 
vincial officers on the mafters of fliips, which had heretofore been paid in rouni, or 
pure filver, were directed to be taken in the currency of the place, which, at Ran¬ 
goon, is mowadzo, or filver depreciated twenty-five per cent. 

Thefe regulations, ex prefled in feparate inflruments with clearnefs and precifion ? 
were equally liberal and fatisfaftory j and, on the part of the Birman government* 
were voluntarily granted, from a conviction of the equity on which they were founded, 
and the reciprocal advantages they were likely to produce* From two propofitions 
which 1 offered, the court thought proper to withhold its acquiefcence j but it cer¬ 
tainly was the intention of the King and his chief minifters, that the articles which 
were thus conceded fhonld be carried into complete effect* Intercourfe, however, 
was not yet perfectly efteblifhed; many obftacles ftill impeded the way ; the road was 
only opened, and fuccefs depended on the diferetion of thofc who Zhou id firft purfue 
the track that was now pointed out. 

Having thus obtained the objects for which I had been deputed, to an extent that 
equalled my utmoft expectation, I prepared to depart. The waters of the great river 
■had been fubfiding for feme time, by which the lake became fo much reduced, that 
boats of burthen were obliged to leave it, and moor in the Itream, the bar of fand at 
the entrance of the lake being almofi: dry in the fair feafon. The vaft fheet of water, 
which, by taking a circuitous direction, had, on bur firft arrival, induced us to con¬ 
clude that we were on an ifland, was now diminilhed to an inconfiderable furface, and 
left a large portion of land, which had recently been covered, in a ftate adapted lor 
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the cultivation of rice. We obferved the pealants induftrioufly employed in turning 
up the oozy foil, preparatory to the reception of feed; and it was now manifeft, that 
the place of our refidence, which, from the encroachment of the periodical waters 
we had confidered as low, was in fa£t an elevated and commanding fituation. 

"Early in Oaober, the Chiuefe deputies, having fulfilled their diplomatic million 
left the grove, to return to their native country. They embarked on board commo¬ 
dious boats, in which I underftood they were to travel for three weeks, and after¬ 
wards profecute their route by land, until they got into the heart of the Chinefe 
dominions, where water carriage is facilitated by numerous canals. They expetted 
to find the cold intenfe before their arrival at Pekin; a journey which they ftated 
would require three months to perform. I prcfented the fenior, at his laft vifit to me 
with a wrapper of Englilh broadcloth, which he remarked would be more comfort¬ 
able in his journey among the cold hills of China, in the month of December, than 
his own garments of ifilk quilted with cotton. He apologized for not having any 
thing better to give me in return than forae pieces of filk and a few fans; but his fon 
a promiiing youth of feventeen, who attended his father in quality of page, and who 
had been on more familiar terms with us than the natural gravity and public character 
of the feniors would allow to them, came to take leave of me juft before his embark¬ 
ation, and, obferving that he fhould probably never fee me again, entreated *my 
acceptance of his pillow and his purfe, as memorials of the fon of Keeloree*. When I 
hefitated in receiving what were conveniencies to him, but ufelefs to me,'he feemed fo 
much hurt, that I could not wound the feelings of the ingenuous youth, by reie&iiig 
his artlefs token of good will. I had given him at different times a few trifling gratt 
fixations, and he could not reconcile himfelf to depart without making fome return. 
His pillow was a light lacquered box, about eighteen inches long, circular at top and 
covered with a cafe of filk, fo thickly quilted with cotton as to render it foft. 5 In a 
box of this fort, a Chinefe, when he makes a journey, ufually carries ail his valu¬ 
ables; though unprovided with a lock, it is not eafy to be opened, and the cafe is 
clofely buttoned; thus a traveller fecures all his property by fleeping on it. This 
box was not empty; it contained the purfe f before mentioned, a fteel and* flint to 
light fire, and a bracelet and ring of agate, which the donor affured me were endued 
wnh certain cabalilbc virtues, to protea- the poffeffor from the perils of the road. 

During the time that matters of bufinefs were under difcuffion, and the nec'eflarv 
papers preparing, Mr. Wood employed his leifure hours in digefting his furvey of the 
. river > and in making aftrenomical observations; whilft Doaor Buchanan ever affi 
duous in the purfuit of knowledge, profecuted botanical inquiries, and colleaed 
general information from every acceffibie fource. Among other things, books in the 
Birman tongue were brought to him for fale, on which the owners put what feemed 
to be a very exorbitant price; and, either from real or pretended apprehenfion 
thele venders of Birman literature always produced their wares in a clandefline 
manner; afiigning as a reafon, that if any perfon were difeovered to have fold books 
to a foreigner without permiffion, he would be liable to a fevere penalty. This afler- 
tion we were at firft inclined to conlider rather as a pretext for enhancing the demand 
than as founded on fact: one day, however, we underftood that a man had afluallv 
been imprifoned for an offence of this nature, and was likely to fuffer punifhment. 


* J ^ ^ conceive to be rat heir a title than his real name* 

"t ^ his purfe bore an refemblance to the reprefen tstion in Sir 

purfe which His Imperial Majefly of China prcfented to the ambaflador* 
formally introduced. 
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I immediately fent a meflage to the chief Woongee, apprizing him of the circumfiance, 
and defiling to know whether it was illegal to fell books to us ; that if their law pro¬ 
hibited it, I fhould reject fuch as in future might be brought, and direct every perfon 
under my authority to do~ the fame. The Woongee returned a civil meflage, and the 
man was fet at liberty. His Majefty, being made acquainted with the affair, fum- 
moned, on the following day, the principal Rhahaans to attend his council, and fub- 
mitted to them, whether or not it was confident with Birman tenets, to grant books 
that treated of their hiftory and laws to foreigners. The conclave, I was told, after 
folemn deliberation, determined in the affirmative; and added, that it was not only 
admiffible, but laudable, for the diffemination of knowledge. His Majefty was there¬ 
upon pleafed to order a handfome copy of the Razawayn, or Hiftory of their Kings, 
and of the Bhermafath, or Code of Laws, to be delivered to ine from the royal 
library: each was contained in one large volume, written in a beautiful manner, and 
handfomely adorned with painting and gilding. 

My Bengal draftsman, whofe labours were principally dictated by Dr. Buchanan 
in the delineation of plants, met at Ummerapoora with a brother artift in a Siamefe 
painter, who was employed by the court. This man, though not fo fkilful as the 
perfon in my fervice, was neverthelefs of much utility; he furnifhed me with feveral 
drawings, deferiptive of the coftuine of the country, which, though executed with 
little tafte, were finiflied with the mod perfect fidelity. Among other things, he 
brought me a reprefentation of the Shoepaundogee, or royal barge ufed by the King 
when he goes in ftate on the water ; the painter reported, that the length of the veflel 
was a hundred cubits (more than one hundred and fifty feet): I faw it through a 
glafs, but at too great a diftance to obferve more than the elevated ftern, the royal 
piafath m the centre, which occupied the place of a maft, and the fplendour of the 
gilding, with which it was entirely covered. The King poflelfes a great variety of 
boats : fome of them we had an opportunity of viewing, but the Shoepaundogee is by 
far the molt magnificent. 

The Birman month of Sandaingguite, which had juft expired, is a feafon of univerfal 
feftivity and rejoicing, and on the three terminating days folemn homage is paid to the 
King, to^lhe Engy Teekien, and to the principal Queen. At the court of the latter, 
all the wives and daughters of the nobles pay their refpe&s, unaccompanied by their 
huibands or any male attendants; and in this aflembly as much ftate and ceremony 
are obferved as at the court of His Majefty. The rank, which each lady bears in right 
of her hufband, is exprefled by her drefs and ornaments; female priority being not 
left ferup aloufly maintained, than precedency amongft men. We regretted extremely 
that their culloms did not allow us to attend: the Oueen’s court; in the fame manner 
as that of her illuftrious mother. Age and widowhood, it feems, gave the latter a 
privilege of receiving vifits from the other fex, without violating decorum or incurring 
reproach. 

During the fifteen days of this “ decreafing moon,” the city was illuminated every 
night; lanterns made of different coloured tranfparent paper were fufpended from 
bamboo fcaffolds, and difpofed in various fliapes, which produced a pleafing effect 
when feen from our refidence on the oppofite fide of the lake. The fuperior bril¬ 
liancy of the lights at the palace was diftinguiihable above the reft. The Birmans are 
Angularly expert in the difplay of fire-works of every defeription. 

On the 13th of October, I received a verbal meflage from the Engy Teekien, that 
he ffiould be glad to fee me on the following day, when he meant to lay afide the 
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parade of Hate, and honour me with an unceremonious reception. I embraced with 
pleafure an opportunity of an interview unincumbered with the formalities of regal 
pomp, and, accompanied by a few attendants, proceeded on horfeback to his palace 
at the'appointed time* As loon as my arrival was announced, I was immediately intro¬ 
duced without the previous ceremony of waiting in the rhootn. On this occalion he 
did not, as formerly, exhibit himfelf from a cafement window like a pagod, but was 
ieated at the upper end of the hall, upon a couch richly adorned with the cuftomary 
ornaments. His drefs was very fimple ; he wore a white veil of line muflin, with a 
lower garment of filk, and his head was bound with an embroidered fillet. Several 
perfonages of rank were prefent, habited alfo in a plain manner, but diftingullhed by 
their gold tzaloe, or chain of nobility. The deportment of the Prince at this interview 
was perfefily frank, and free from ollentation; I was difappointed, however, in his 
converfation; I expefted that he would, by enquiring into the Hate of the Britilh 
provinces, and the caufes of their profperity, have fought for information that might 
hereafter prove beneficial to the country over which he is one day prefumptively 
to reign. His difeourfe took a quite different turn; he afked only frivolous queflions, 
and endeavoured to atnufe me by the prattle of two Iprightly children, his daughters. 
Half an hour having been fpent in this trifling manner, I withdrew, and paid a vifit to 
the Maywoon of Pegue, who told me that it was his intention to accompany us back 
to Rangoon, where he would order every neceffary to be provided for our convenience 
and accommodation* 

The diftance to which our boats were obliged to remove, rendered the transport¬ 
ation of our baggage a work of labour: after conveying it acrofs the lake, it was 
to be laden on carts, and drawn for two miles over what Was now a plain of fand, 
but at the time of our arrival had been a wide Iheet of water, navigated by veffels of 
confiderable burthen. The communication between the lake and the river was now 
completely clofed. 

On the 23d of O&ober we began to fend off our heavieft articles. The commiflary, 
or kyewoon, had taken care to provide a carriage and labourers, the expence of 
which we were not fuffered to defray; what I gave to the people, was confidered as 
a private gratification. 

Having embarked moll of our baggage, Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan, with a pro¬ 
portion of the attendants, left me early on the 25th, to go on board the boats: I 
remained until evening waiting for fome papers which I expelled from the city. Horfes 
were in readinefs for us to mount, on the oppofite fide of the lake. 

On leaving Tounzemahn, as the boat pulhed from the fliore, I looked back 
with pleafure at the grove, under the lhade of which we had refided, and bade 
a glad but not unthankful adieu to an habitation where I had experienced kind 
hofpitality, and fpent three months in a manner that could not fail to imprefs me 
with a lafting recolleftion of the feene. To be placed in fo lingular and interefting a 
fituation, cannot often occur; nor can the images created by it be eafily obliterated 
from the mind. 

Riding acrofs the plain over which I had lately failed, I perceived that part of it 
was already under tillage, but the largeft portion was left for pallure. During the 
inundation, canoes navigated between the houfes of the lower iuburbs of the city, 
and all communication was maintained by water; but carts how plied in dully lanes, 
and tile foundations of the buildings were at lead fifteen feet above the level of the 
river. Our boats were at a creek called Sakyingua, where a number of trading 
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veflels were alfo moored, fotne of them of confiderable burthen. The noife of the 
boat-men on the bank, and the fmoke from the fires which they made, rendered the 
fituation by no means agreeable. 

Various caufes confpired to detain us at Sakyingua creek until the 29th. In the 
interval I received a Ihort letter from the principal Woongee, direfted to the 
Governor-general of India, containing a defire of the King to procure (Certain religious 
books written in the Shanfcrit language; likewife that a Bramin, well verfed in 
ailronomy, might be fent from Bengal to his court, to inftruft his own profeffors 
of whofe ignorance in that fcience His Majefty was fully fenfible. The letter, 
however, laid as much ftrefs on the purity of the preceptor’s caft as on the extent 
of his knowledge, and comprehended a curious addition to the requeft, that a 
Bramin woman Ihould accompany the fage, with a view 7 , I imagine, of propagating 
a race of hereditary aftronomers. I informed the Woongee, in reply, that Bramins 
of learning have an invincible dill ike to leave their native country, even for a limited 
period; but to emigrate with their families, I conceived, was an aft to which no 
temptation would induce them : I added, that the principles of the Englifh govern¬ 
ment did not allow of force being ufed, to compel a fubjeft into exile, who had not 
by any crime forfeited' the proteftion of the law. This, I dare fay, was not very 
intelligible doftrine £0 the defpotic monarch of Ava, and at all events mull have been 
perfectly novel. 

Whilft we remained at this place, one of our people received ill treatment from 
the natives, which was remarkable, as being the firft inftance that had occurred. 
Dr. Buchanan, defirous of enriching his colleftion of plants with every rare pro- 
duftion of the country, ufed to employ a peafant boy of Bengal to gather herbs for - 
him, whom he every day fent for that purpofe into the fields. The followers.of the 
Prince of Tongho happened to refide in this quarter, a dafs of men notorious among 
Birmans for their infolence and diflionefty: the lad unluckily chanced one day to meet 
a party of thefe ruffians, who took from him his knife, bafket and turban, and, threaten¬ 
ing to put him to death, fo frightened him that he botanized no more till we were out 
of their reach. I had before heard much of the ferocity of thtefe people, who were 
very numerous; report made their numbers ten thoufand: they were always 
quarrelling with the followers of the other Princes, particularly thofe of the Prince 
of Prome. It was faid, that the King had on one occafion, whilft we were at 
Ummerapoora, fliarply reprimanded his fon, the Tongho Tekien, and confined his 
Woon, or minifter, for not keeping his people in better fubjeftion. I took no notice 
of their conduft ; it was not expedient at my departure to make a public complaint of 
fuch a petty outrage. 

The river, which three months before had difplayed an uninterrupted expanfe of 
feveral miles, was now broken into feparate ftreams, furrounding numerous iflands, 
which had juft emerged from the inundation. The principal branch of the. river* 
even in its diminifhed Hate, was a mile wide. Dr. Buchanan and I eroded in. a final! 
boat to an ifland where fome fifhermen and gardeners had begun to ereft huts, in which 
they refide until returning floods in the enfuing year force them to abandon their 
habitations. They feemed to have the means of comfortable livelihood ; their gardens 
were already fown with the fweet potatoe, convolvulus batatas, pulfe, and brenjals, 
folanutn melongena; the latter are ufually tranfplanted. The foil was extremely dry, 
notwith (landing if. had fo recently been covered with water, and the pafturage was 
luxuriant. ^ 1 he inhabitants poffelled cattle and poultry in abundance, and doubtlefs 
were fupplied with excellent fifli. 


Early 
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Early on the 29th, the Maywoon of Fegue vifited me* in a very handfome war-boat 
gilded to the water’s edge, accompanied by feveral others that were plain ; he invited 
me on board, and we took ou'r feats on the prow, which in Birman boats, is always 
the place of dignity. "When we left the fhore, the whole fleet pufhed off and followed 
us j the morning was fine, and the water fmooth, whilfi the fpires of Ummerapoora 
in our ftern* the white temples and lofty hills of Chagaing oppofitc, and the fort of 
ancient Ava below, formed a very cheerful profpeft. We rowed to Chagaing, 
where, foon after our arrival, the Maywoon took leave of me, to return to the 
capital, having bufinefs to detain him a few days longer , he* however, promifed 
to overtake us on the way down, his boats being better adapted than ours for 
expedition. 

After dinner, Doctor Buchanan and I walked out to view the fort of Chagaing, 
which in the days of Namdoo Praw had been the feat of empire : we entered under 
a gateway, the arch of which was wide and well turned. This fort had nothing to 
diflinguiih it from others that have been already deferibed ; it was not nearly fo 
large as that of Ummerapoora, or even equal in extent to the lines of ancient Ava, 
the defences were fufibred to fall into ruins, and the houfes were meanly built 
among weeds and rubbifh. We obferved a well fupplied herb market, which was 
attended wholly by women. Faffing through the fort, we croffed a narrow fofle 
on a handfome wooden bridge, the length of which indicated, that during the 
mionfoon, the inundation extended to a confiderable diftance ; and a little farther, 
we came to the great road leading to the Meengoung. On our right, lay the low 
conical hills, whofe fummits crowned with white temples, form fuch confpicuous 
objects from the river* Advancing about a mile, we arrived at a village called 
Oderua, or Pot Village, from its being a manufactory of earthen-ware* The 
ktenefs of the evening prevented our further progrefs. We returned by a road that 
led to the left of the fort, paffing in our way a neat village fituated near the banks of 
the river. 

By means of our horfes, we now enjoyed a convenience which in coming up we 
did not pofTefs. A platform had been conftru&ed in a broad boat, capable of con- 
taming five horfes : we brought three from the capital, and added two others on the 
way down : little trouble was occafioned by embarking or landing them ; the 
Birman grooms were expert, and the beads tradable. Early next morning we 
mounted, and purfued the route of the preceding evening* Numerous temples lined 
the road on either fide, but one only of the number attra&ed particular notice ; 
it was furrounded by a high brick wall, from which elephant’s heads, formed of 
mafonry, were protruded in fuch a manner as to give the wall an appearance of being 
fupported on the backs of thofe animals ; the temple was a pyramid of brick, about 
one hundred feet high, ornamented with a gilded umbrella. Failing through Pot 
village, we came to a town called Kyeock Zeit, remarkable for being the great 
manufactory of marble idols, the inhabitants of which were ftatuaries by trade. 1 faw 
thirty or forty large yards crowded with artifls at work on images of various fizes, 
but all of the fame perfonage, Gaudma, fitting crofsdegged on a pedeftah The 
quarries, whence the materials are procured, are only a few miles diftant; the marble is 
brought hither in fhapelefs blocks; and after being fafhioned, t he images are publicly fold 
to thofe who have grace enough to purchafe them. The largeft that I obferved, a 
little exceeded the human fize, the price of which they faid, was one hundred tackals, 
twelve or thirteen pounds, but fome diminutive Gaudmas were to be difpofed of, 
as low as two or three tackals. The leedegee or fteerfman of my boat, bought one 

to 


lYMES’S EMBASSY TO AVA. 


5S% 

to protect us oil the way down. The workmen were extremely 1 civil and communi¬ 
cative ; they would not part with their facred commodity, I was told, to any 
except Birmans; but they anfwered our quedions with good humour; and our- 
curiofity neither excited furprife, nor gave umbrage. Their tools are Ample; they 
ihape the image with a chifel and mallet, and afterwards fmooth it by freeilone and 
water. Many of the idols were beautifully poliflied, which, I uriderftood, was 
efiefted by rubbing the marble with three different forts of done; the firft rough, 
the fecond finer, and the third fuch as hones are made of, the workmen afterwards 
ufe the palms of their hands. This operation gives it a tranfparent clearnefs, far 
furpaffing the brighted polifli of which European marble is fufceptible. Such images 
as were defigned for gilding did not receive fo high a finifhing. 

Half a league further we came to where the temple of Kommodoo rears its mafllve 
and antique pile. This venerable and curious edifice Hands on an eminence, which 
renders it a confpicuous object at the diftance of many miles. It is compofed of 
folid mafonry without cavity of any fort, and in lhape refembles a bell; there is a 
high railing of wood encircling it, twelve feet diftant from the bafe; the circum¬ 
ference on the outfide of the railing, by my meafurement, was four hundred paces, 
perhaps three hundred and fifty yards, and the height did not appear Iefs than three 
hundred feet $ it ended in a clumfy cone, unadorned by a fpire [or the cuftomary 
umbrella, and exhibited a ftriking contrail to the elegant and dill larger temple of 
Shoemadoo ; indeed, the ftyle of its ftrufture indicared, that it was built either by a 
people pofleffing totally different notions of architecture, or at a far more remote 
period; it was much the mod inelegant and heavy building that we had 
feen in the country. The roof had once been richly gilded, and the remains of 
wooden galleries, from which the paint and gilding were not quite obliterated, lay 
fcattered around} thefe ornaments had probably been often renewed fince the firfl 
ereClion of the temple. Kommodoo was once celebrated for its fanCtity, and is dill 
held in great reverence; many devotees were fauntering round the hill, whilffc 
others were prod rate at their devotions. The Birmans boad of the antiquity of this 
building; they afcribe its rife to fupematural agency, and fix its date further back 
than the Mofaic sera: thefe, however, were the tales of ignorance, to conceal the 
want of knowledge; but the traces of long duration were certainly evident, and 
from its fize and form Kommodoo Praw feems likely to refill the effeCts of time for 
many ages. 

From the fite of Kommodoo, we had an extended view of the river winding through 
a rich and level country. A confiderable take lay to the fouthward; the plains were 
now cultivating, whilft numerous villages and herds of cattle denoted population and 
plenty. At a fljort didance from the foot of the hill was a long avenue formed by a 
double row of tamarind trees of uncommon datelinefs and beauty, under the fltade of 
which a line of Ihops was erected on either fide, where, befides provifions and cloth, 
utenfils in brafs-ware, and fireworks, were fold. On a green, a little way retired from 
the road, we obferved a number of people employed in making rockets, the tubes of 
which were the folid trunks of trees bored after the manner of -a pump ; in fome, 
the cavity of the cylinder was nine or ten inches in diameter, and the wood about 
two inches thick; the length of thefe tubes varied from twelve to twenty feet; 
they were filled with a compofition of charcoal, faltpetre, and gunpowder, rammed 
in very hard. 1 he enormous fize of Birman rockets has already been noticed, in 
the account given of the fireworks of Pegue; but feveral that we faw here far exceeded 
thofe in magnitude. The large ones are fired from a high fcaffold erected for the 
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purpofe; bamboos fattened together, of a length adapted to preferve the poife, form 
the tail of the rocket; in this branch of pyrotechny the Birmans take particular delight, 
and are extremely fkilful. 

The day was now far advanced, and the fun become powerful. Having fatisfied our 
curiofity, we galloped back to our boats, a diftance of about feven miles. I took notice, 
in my way, of frequent fheds built at the fide of the road, in which pots of water were 
placed for the refrefhment of travellers. 

Chagaing is the principal emporium to which cotton is brought from all parts of 
the country, and where, after being cleaned, it is embarked for the China 
market: females perform the labour of clearing it from the feeds; this is effected 
by double cylinders turned by a -lathe, which the woman works with her foot, 
whilft (he fupplies the cotton with her hands. I was told, that the moll opulent 
merchant in the empire refides at Chagaing, who deals folely in this article. In the 
afternoon we loofed our boats and dropped down to Ava on the oppofite fide. 

Early on the following morning, I walked out to examine the ruins of this 
defer ted capital. The diipofition of its ttreets and buildings nearly refembled that 
of Ummerapoora at the prefent day. We could trace the feparate divifions of the 
palace, amid ft heaps of rubbifli overgrown by weeds and thorns: on the {pot where 
but a few years fines the lotoo ftood, and juftice was adminiftered to a mighty empire, 
pulfe and Indian corn were now growing. Palling to the weft ward, among ruinous 
walls and fallen temples, we came upon a good road, and a miferable old woman, 
** the fad hiftorian” and living emblem of the place, pointed out the way to Logatherpoo 
Praw, formerly the refidence of the Seredaw, or high prieft of the empire, where the 
colofial image of Gaudma was ftill to be viewed. 

Ihe area on which the temple Hands, is a fquare furrounded by an arcade of 
mafonry; on each fide, nine cubical towers are erefled, and feverai buildings are 
comprehended within the fpace enclofed by the arcade. The temple in which the 
ftupendous idol is placed, differs from the other pyramidical buildings, by having an 
arched excavation that contains the image. On entering this dome, our furprile 
was greatly excited at beholding luch a monftrous reprefentation of the divinity. It 
was a Gaudma of marble feated on a pedeftal, in its cuftomary pofition. The height 
of the idol, from the top of the head to the pedeftal on which it fat, was nearly twenty- 
four feet; the head was eight feet in diameter, and acrofs the breaft it meafured ten j 
the hands were from five to fix feet long; the pedeftal, which was alfo of marble, 
was railed eight feet from the ground. The neck and the left fide of the image 
were gilded, but the right arm and fhoulder remained uncovered. The Birmans 
afferted, that this, like every other Gaudma which I had feen of the fame material, 
was compofed of one entire block of marble; nor could we, on the clofeft infpection, 
obferve any junction of parts. If what they faid was true, it remains a matter of 
much curiofity, to difeover how fucli a ponderous mafs could be tranfported from its 
native bed, and raffed in this place. The building had evidently been erefted over 
the idol, as the entrance would fcarcely admit the introduction of the head. No 
intelligent Birman happening 1 to be with us, all that I could learn in anfwer to my 
inquiries, was, that the image had been placed there an hundred years ago, by a King 
named Podoo Sembuan. Whatever may be its real hiftory, it is an extraordinary 
fpedincn of idolatrous extravagance. 

On our return, we perceived a man driving a cart drawn by a pair of oxen, which 
was filled with rubbilh from the ruined buildings. I learnt that he was carrying the 
load to a neighbouring brook to wafh it, expecting to difeover gold, filver, or fome 
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article of value, which not unfrequently happened. Old Ava is laid to be the refort 
of numerous thieves, who find lheher and places of concealment among the decayed 
religious edifices. 

Our refearches being ended, we re-embarked and immediately got under way, 
the boatmen ufing their oars with juft fufficieut force to accelerate in a flight degree 
our motion down a gently gliding current. The river, except in thofe places where 
iflands divided its ftream, was above a mile wide. A little before fun-fet, we 
brought-to for the night on the left hand, under a high bank near the town of Sandaht, 
and in the evening we took our cuftomary walk, which at this place was among 
lanes, feparated by hedge-rows, inclofing fields planted with pulfe, fefamum and 
Indian corn. 

We left Sandaht betimes the next morning, and continued to float down the ftream, 
with little exertion or labour to our people. The river having fallen at leaft fifteen 
feet fince the time we came up, we could not, as before, obferve the^ towns and 
villages on each fide, nor indeed could any objeCt be feen that was not immediately 
on the edge of the banks, which hung perpendicularly over the river, in many 
places to a confiderable height; but we knew when a town or a collection of houfes 
was nigh, by the fteps that were cut in the bank for the convenience of fetching 
water. About four o’clock we palled the place where the Keenduem unites with 
the Irrawaddy. The mouth of the former did not feem to be much diminifhed 
by the change of feafon. We brought-to in the evening, on the eaft fide, in the 
neighbourhood of a poor village, a fliort way below Tirroup Mew, where the 
country prefented a cheerful afpeCt j grafs was growing, and cattle feeding in every 
direction. 

On the following day, November 2d, we continued to travel in the fame tranquil 
manner, the current of the river flowing two or three miles an hour with an unruffled 
furface. The weather was ferene, and the temperature of the air moderate. 
Abundance of water fowl, colleCtcd on the fands which had recently emerged from 
the inundation, afforded us good /hooting. As we approached the city of Nioundoh, I 
made inquiry concerning the excavations in the banks, which formerly had been 
the retreats of hermits, and was told that no perfon would now venture to explore 
them, as they had become the habitations of innumerable fnakes and other noxious 
reptiles. We brought-to in the evening among a fleet of at leaft two hundred large 
trading boats, which were moored at the bank waiting to deliver or receive a lading. 
Nioundoh is a place of much commerce, having ufurped all the trade that formerly 
was carried on at Pagahm: cotton, japanned-ware, and oil extracted from fefamum, 
are the principal articles of exportation. The land adjacent to the town did not 
wear a more fertile afpeCt than when we paffed it four months before; no change of 
feafon could efteCt an alteration in its barren foil; but on the oppofite bank oil the 
river, rich crops were waving, and cattle grazing in luxuriant pafture. 

Early on the following day we left Nioundoh, and reached Pagahm by breakfaft 
time. Although the diftance by land is fo fliort that Nioundoh may be called the 
modern appendage to ancient Pagahm, yet we were above two hours between them, 
owing to the circuitous courfe of the river, which lengthens the way to eight or 
nine miles. 

Mention of Pagahm has often occurred in this narrative, a city celebrated for its 
numerous temples, aud the traces with it bears of former magnificence. To examine 
its extenfive and various ruins with the accuracy of a fpeculative traveller, would 
have occupied more time than we had to fpare. Shortly after the fleet had brought-to, 
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I was yifited by the Mioudogee, or the perfon who governed the town and diftrict 
in the' abrence of the Prince; he informed me, that his royal mafter was expected 
on the following day from Ummerapoora. In the afternoon we walked out to view 
a very curious and ancient temple, which was repairing at the expence of the Engy 
Teekien, or Prince Royal. It was built of mafonry, and comprehended feveral 
arches forming feparate domes, into which four arched porches led, that faced the 
four cardinal points; on each fide of the doors, in recedes in the wall, were feated 
gin-antic human figures made of ftucco, with large flaring eyes, and the head protruded 
forward, as if tp look at thofe who approached the thiefhold. Ihefe, I was told, 
were the fupernatural porters of the doors, whofe power of perception was fuch, that 
they could penetrate the recelfes of the human breaft, and dilcover the fincenty of 
devotion. The Mioudogee obferved, that it was the Prince’s intention to gild this 
temple; and that four vifs of gold, about the value of fix hundred pounds, were 
already prepared for that purpofe ; he added, that a confiderable fum of filver had 
been expended on the repairs. 

We were on this occafion informed of a circumflance that fhews how eafily an art, 
once well known, may be loft to a country from difufe and the capricioufhe/s of 
falhion; notwith(landing that well-formed arches of brick are ftill to be feen in many 
of the ancient temples, yet Birman workmen can no longer turn them. Mafonry has 
not in latter ages been much praCtifed ; wooden buildings have fuperfeded the more 
folid ftruCtures of brick and mortar. 

On our return, the Mioudogee politely invited us to flop and reft ourfelves at his 
ljoufe. We accepted the invitation, and were ulhered into a commodious dwelling 
inclofed by a railing, where we found feveral perfons feated in a fpacious hall. Soon 
after our entrance, the Mioudogee’s wife came forth from an inner apartment, and 
fat down by her hulband; fhe was attended by two female fervants, and held by the 
hand her daughter, a pretty delicate child about eight years of age, who was not at 
all alarmed at the fight of ftrangers, but came and examined my hat and epaulette 
with much engaging familiarity. Her father was extremely civil; not knowing that 
we had horfes^he kindly offered us the ufe of his, if we chofe to remain another day, 
and amufe ourfelves by riding through the ancient city, which was too extenfive to be 
traverfed in fo (hort a time on foot. Doftor Buchanan having expreffed a wilh to 
examine the Launzan, a rare fpecies of r plant, he promifed to fend one of his people 
on the following day, fome diftance off, to procure it for him, which he pun&ually 
performed. Such inftances of genuine hofpitality are amongft the higheft gratifications 
that a traveller can experience. 

Next morning we mounted our horfes at an early hour, purfuing an eaftward direc¬ 
tion, on a road that led to hills called Torroendong, about ten miles diftant, beyond 
which, and more foutherly, we perceived Poupa, a conical mountain mentioned in 
our former journey. On each fide of the road, innumerable religious buildings ap¬ 
peared in every ftage of dilapidation. At the diftance of two or three miles from the 
river," the foil became lefs barren. A few inconfiderable gardens were inclofed by the 
inhabitants, fown chiefly with Indian corn and pulfe, and in fome places the cotton plant 
was growing. "We continued our ride five or fix miles, as far as a finall village named 
Minangdoo, where the ruins feem to end in that direction. There I faw for the firft 
time a kioum, or monaftery, built of mafonry. We got back about twelve o’clock, 
and found crowds of people affembled at the water fide, waiting for the arrival of the 
Prince of Pagahm, who was hourly expeCted: all the men of diftinCtion belonging to 
die city had gone up the river to meet him. In order to make more room near the 
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fpot where he was to land, we loofed our boats, and removed to a fituatlon lower down. 
Shortly after the fleet came in fight. We were at too great a diftance to diftinguifh 
the Prince’s barge, the decorations of which were faid to be very handfome j but 
we faw an immenfe number of boats, and heard the fiiouts of the people, who wel¬ 
comed their royal governor with every demonftration of joy. 

Being unacquainted with the etiquette proper to be obferved on fuch an occafion, 

I confulred the Mioudogee, whether a vifit from me was expected, or would be 
agreeable to the Prince. He replied, that my paying a vifit would lay the Prince 
under the neceffity of defiring our flay for two or three days, to partake of an enter¬ 
tainment. As fuch a ceremony could not be convenient to him, and had no induce¬ 
ment for me, 1 fent Baba-Sheen to apologize in my name, pleading hafte and the late- 
nefs of the feafon as my excufe for not having the honour to wait on him. 

At fun-rife next morning the Prince of Proine paffed by, with a very numerous. 
and noify retinue j from the number of boats there could not be fewer than three or 
four thoufand perfons: all the boatmen were finging in unifon with the ftrokes of 
their oars. The Maywoon of Pegue, who was in his iuite, fent me a complimentary 
meflage, faying, that he meant to attend the Prince as far as Meeaday, his own Jag- 
hire, or eftate, where he fliould wait our arrival. 

We were delayed at Pagahtn, by our boat people, till near ten o’clock, when we 
pulhed off. The river, during the early part of this day, where iflands ol fand did 
not intervene, was not lefs than two miles wide : at one place, however, the channel 
contracted, and the current rulhed round a projefting rock with exct-ffive rapidity. 
We faw feveral ranges of hills, fome of which approached near the river, but thefe 
were of no confiderable magnitude. The Arracan mountains, fifty or fixty miles 
difiant, which were vifible at intervals, towered high above the reft. In the 
evening we reached Sillahmew, an ancient city, which had once been a place of 
confiderable note. A little way to the northward we perceived the ruins of a brick 
fort erected in a very judicious fituation; the ditch and wall were (till to be traced. 
We had been fo much engaged, when we were here before, with the filk and cotton 
merchants who brought their goods to fell, that we entirely overlooked the fite of 
this fortrefs; an ovcrlight that might eafily happen, as its ramparts and towers are 
nearly level with the dull. 

CHAP. XVII. Arrive at Sembewghewn. — Politenefs of the Maywoon of Arracan. — - 
Tanangheaum. — Wells of Petroleum.—Pat ana go. — Meeaday. — Friendly Attention 
of the Maywoon of Pegue. — Kayn , or Mountaineers. — Strange Cujlom.—Notions of 
Religion.—Pul loo. — Frame. — Vifit the Site of an ancient City. ■— Pccinghee. — Maya- 
houn. — Prejudice of Birman Boat-men. — Dfagreeabte Circumftance. — Wejlern 
River. — Detmbew, — Enter the Rangoon Branch of the Irrawaddy. — Mofquetoes, 
Meet Captain Thomas. —Arrive at Rangoon. 

WE departed from Sillahmew at the cuftomary hour, and by nine o’clock in the 
morning reached Sembewghswn, on the eaft bank of the river. The town is a league 
inland, but there is a village at the place where boats uftially flop. We perceived a 
temporary houfe at fome diftance, fuch as is built for the accommodation of a man of 
rank when he travels, lurrounded by Imall huts, and were informed that it was the 
encampment of the governor of Arracan. This officer had been newiy appointed, 
and was on his way to take poffeffion of his vice-royalty, which confers the title of 
Maywoon on the poifeffor, and is accounted one of the jnoft important governments 
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of the empire- I fent a meffage to him with compliments, and a requeffc that he would 
forward a difpatch for me to Chittagong, thf* frontier Britifh province that borders on 
Arracan. He obligingly undertook the commiflion, and punctually fulfilled his pro- 
mlfe. I had afterwards the fatisfaftion to know, that the firft advice which the 
Governor-general received of my' proceedings at Ummerapoora, was by this con¬ 
veyance* 

We continued at Sembewghewn only a fhort time- I did not land, but the do£tor 
went on fhore : hefaw nothing, however, that merited particular notice- Mr- Wood 
remained till the afternoon, to obferve the diftance between the fun and moon ; the 
latter being at this time vifible, and the fky unclouded. We rowed till two o’clock, 
at which hour we reached Yaynangheoum, or Petroleum creek; a place already 
noticed in our journey up the river* 

DoQor Buchanan partook of an early dinner with me ; and when the fun had 
defcended fo low as to be no longer inconvenient, we mounted our horfes to vifit the 
celebrated wells that produce the oil, an article of univerfal ufe throughout the Birman 
empire. The face of the country was cheerlefs and fierile ; the road, which wound 
among rocky eminences, was barely wide enough to admit the pafTage of a fingle cart; 
and, in many places, the track in which the wheels mull: run was a foot and a half 
lower on one fide than the other: there were feveral of thefe lanes, fome more cir¬ 
cuitous than others, according to the fituation of the final! hills among which they led. 
Vehicles, going and returning, were thus enabled to purfue different routes, except 
at particular places, where the nature of the ground would only admit of one road : 
when a cart came to the entrance of fuch a defile, the driver hallooed out to ftop any 
that might interfere with him from the oppofne fide, no part being fufficiently wide 
for two carts to pafs. The hills, or rather hillocks, were covered with gravel, and 
yielded no other vegetation than a few Hunted bullies. The wheels had worn ruts 
deep into the rock, which feemed to be rather a mafs of concreted gravel than hard 
flone, and many pieces of petrified wood Jay flrewed about. It is remarkable, that 
wherever thefe petrifactions were found, the foil was unproductive, and the ground 
rieftkute of verdure. The evening being far advanced, we met but few carts ; thofe 
which we did obferve were drawn each by a pair of oxen, and of a length difpropor- 
tionate to the breadth, to allow fpace for the earthen pots that contained the oil. It 
was a matter of furprife to us how they could convey fuch brittle ware, with any degree 
of fafety, over fo rugged a road : each pot was packed in a feparate bafket, and laid 
on ft raw ; notwithftanding which precaution, the ground all the way was flrewed with 
the fragments of the veffels, and wet with oil; for no care can prevent the fradture 
of fome in every journey. As we approached the pits, which were more diflant than 
we had imagined, the country became lefs uneven, and the foil produced herbage; 
it was nearly dark when we reached them, and the labourers had retired from work. 
There feemed to be a great many pits within a fmall cornpafs : walking to the neareft, 
we found the aperture about four feet fquare, and the fides, as far as we could fee 
down, were lined with timber the oil is drawn up in an iron pot, fattened to a rope 
paffed over a wooden cylinder, which revolves on an axis fupported by two upright 
ports. When the pot is filled, two men take the rope by die end, and run down a 
declivity, which is cut in the ground, to a diftance equivalent to the depth of the well: 
thus, when they reach the end of their track, the pot is raifed to its proper elevation ; 
the contents, water and oil together, are then difeharged into a ciftern, and the water 
is afterwards drawn off through a hole at the bottom. Our guide, an aflive intelli¬ 
gent fellow, went to a neighbouring houfe and procured a well rope, by means of 
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which we were enabled to meafure the depth, and afcertained it to be thirty-feven 
fathoms, but of the quantity of oil at the bottom we could not judge : the owner of 
the rope, who followed our guide, affirmed, that when a pit yielded as much as came 
up to the waift of a man, it was deemed tolerably productive; if it reached to his 
neck, it was abundant; but that which rofe no higher than the knee was accounted 
indifferent. When a well is exhaufted, they reftore the fpring by cutting deeper into 
the rock, which is extremely hard in thofe places where the oil is produced. Govern¬ 
ment farm out the ground that fupplies this ufeful commodity; and it is again let to 
adventurers, who dig wells at their own hazard, by which they fometimes gain, and 
often lofe, as the labour and expence of digging are confiderable. The oil is fold oil 
the fpot for a mere trifie ; I think two or three hundred pots for a tackal, or half-a- 
crown. The principal charge is incurred by the tranfportation and purchafe of vefiels. 
We had but half gratified our curiofity when it grew dark, and our guide urged us not to 
remain any longer, as the road wasfaid to be infefted by tigers, that prowled at night 
among the rocky uninhabited ways through which we had to pafs. We followed his 
advice, and returned, with greater rifk, as I thought, of breaking our necks from 
the badnefs of the road, than of being devoured by wild beafts. At ten o'clock we 
reached our boats without any mifadventure. 

We left Yaynangheouin before funrife, and, committing ourfelves to the current, 
glided alrnoft imperceptibly down the ft ream, the boatmen lying in idle eafe, fome on 
the roof, and others on the lateral platforms of the vefl'el; whilft their only occupa¬ 
tion was finging, praying, and fleeping by turns. The prefent manner of palling their 
time was a contrail to what they experienced on the former journey, during which 
their labour had been excelfive and without inter mi flion ; they all appeared pleafed to 
return to Rangoon, where the necefiaries of life are much cheaper than at the capital. 
We lay this night near the town of Patanago, a place already noticed. Walking out 
in the afternoon, I ftarted feveral hares: the country abounds in game, and is beau¬ 
tifully diverfified with hanging woods and rifmg grounds. 

The fleet parted from Patanago very early. Doftor Buchanan's boat going a-head 
of the reft, he reached Loonghee half an hour before his companions, and, profiting 
by his celerity, went on lhore at this romantic fpot, where we had pafied feveral days 
on our journey upwards. He walked to fome diftance, in the hope of finding fruit 
on a tree which about four months before he had left in the earlieft ftage of bloffom ; 
but the fruit had fmce that time ripened and decayed, and the tree was now putting 
forth frefh flowers. Between this place and Meeaday there are feveral ridges of low 
hills, clothed with wood and deftitute of cultivation, which my people faid were the 
haunts of numerous tigers and elephants. At funfet we got to Meeaday, and per¬ 
ceived a number of boats fattened to the bank below the town, and among others we 
diftinguilhed that of the Maywoon of Pegue: I immediately fent a meffage to his 
houfe, notifying our arrival, and in return received a civil reply, exprefling a defire 
to fee me. 

Oil the following morning, about nine o’clock, a nephew of the Maywoon came 
down to welcome us: after converfing fome time, I walked with him to viftt his rela¬ 
tion, by whom I was received with every demonftration of friendfliip: he politely 
alked me to remain at Meeaday for a day or two, and vifit his garden and country 
houfe; but as the feafon was advanced, I felt felicitous to avoid unneceflary delay, 
and therefore excufed myfelf: in fa 61 , our ftay would have put him to an inconve¬ 
nience, having bufinefs, he faid, to adjuft on his eftate, which would employ him for 
feveral days, but he expected to arrive at Rangoon as foon as ourfelves. On my 

exprefling 


£{J0 SYMEs’s EMBASSY TO AVA* 

expreffing a defire to fee fome of the mountaineers called Kayn, he obligingly- offered 
to fend one of his attendants to a village a few miles off, inhabited by thefe people, 
with directions to bring fome of them for our iiffpettion, dreffed in the proper garb 
of their country. I underftood from him that, fince our departure from Ummera- 
poora, not lefs than 50,000 perfons had left that city in the train of the feveral Princes 
and men of rank, who, after paying homage at the golden feet, had returned to their 
refpe&ive governments. When 1 took leave, he ordered a pair of horfes to be brought 
from his (table, and requeftcd my acceptance of them; they were very handfome, and 
one was of an uncommon colour, having a number of circular black spots on a 
milk-white Hein. In return, I prefented him with a marquee made of European 
. canvas, lined with Englifh broad-cloth, and my rifle-barrelled gun, which I more 
highly valued. 

In the evening I walked over grounds which I had often trod before. Every 
thing in this diftrifr feemed to be flourifhing ; the peafants and farmers acknowledge 
in the Maywoon a mild and beneficent landlord; if they were not fo opulent as fome, 
they were not fo poor as many others: content, I thought, flione in every counte¬ 
nance, and comfort appeared to be an inmate of every dwelling. In my walks I faw 
a good deal of game, and fliot a henza, or Braminy goofe. The natives, although it 
is the fymbol of their nation, hold the bird in no eftimation: it is fomewhat larger 
than a barnacle; the plumage is beautiful, but the flefti indifferent. 

Next morning, on my return from a long ride, I found a number of people col- 
letted on the banks oppofite to our boats; thefe, I learned, were the Kayn, or moun¬ 
taineers, with their conductors, for whom the Maywoon had fent on the preceding 
day. I defired that the principal man and woman fhould be brought on board. 1 his 
curious couple were dreffed in their belt attire, confiding of an ill fhaped fleeved coat, 
made of coarfe black cotton cloth j that of the man was much fhorter than the 
woman's ; both were bordered with ftripes of white, red, and yellow; the man had 
a belt over his right fhoulder, from which was fufpended a pouch, ornamented with 
firings and fmall fliells; on their heads they wore fillets nearly in the Birman manner ; 
to the woman's were faftened taffels, competed of the calyptra of the Bupreftis 
ignita.; fhe had alfo decorated her neck and arms with many firings of beads and 
cowries-: but the molt remarkable part was her face, which was tattowed all over in 
lines moflly deferring fegments of circles. This ceremony, which in fome other 
countries is performed on the parts of women not publicly expofed, among the Kayn 
is confined wholly to the vifages of their females, to which, in the eye of an unac- 
euftomed beholder, it gives a molt extraordinary appearance ; the afpett of the woman, 
though flic was not old, nor in other refpetts ugly, from the effect of the operation 
-"was truly hideous. I afked the origin of thecuftom; this they did not know, but 
faid it had exifled from time immemorial, and that it was invariably performed on 
every female at a certain age. 1 immediately employed my painter to make a drawing 
of thefe Angular figures, in the attitude in which they flood before me: a talk which 
he performed in two hours, with great exaefnefs, and drew ftriking refemblances. 
There was fome difficulty in taking a likenefs of the man, who was alarmed and reft- 
lefs, from a fuppofition that we were irnpofing magical fpells upon him; but the 
woman.flood ftill with her hands croffed, apparently in perfett good humour and con¬ 
tent: they fpoke the Birman language indifferently, and, in order to engage their 
attention, sve afked the man feveral queftions; where he expetted to go when he died^? 
He replied, that “ he fhould again become a child.” “ Who will make you a child ?” 
The Mnunzintr.” « Who are the Mounzing ?’* lc The father and mother of the 
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work!, who. grow on the earth as two trees in a field, one ever green, the other dry.” 
What he meant by this metaphor we could not tell, unlefs it was a type of fucceffive 
and eternal renovation and decay. He added, that the Mounzing refided on the great 
mountain Gnowa, where the images of the dead are depofited. They had no idea of 
a place of future rewards and punifliments, and deny the exHtence of fin in their 
country $ they do not pray whilft living, becaufe they cannot, in this life, fee the 
Mounzing, but they think that their images pray to them after mortal deceafe. They 
burn their dead, and afterwards collect their alhes in an urn, which they convey to a 
houfe, where, if the urn contains the relics of a man, they keep it fix days, if of a 
woman, five j after which it is carried to the place of interment, and depofited in a 
grave, and on the fod that covers it is laid a wooden image of the deceafed, to pray 
to the Mounzing and protect the bones and alhes. 

Thefe are the rude notions of religion entertained by the harmlefs untaught race 
that inhabit the lofty mountains which divide Arracan from Ava, and who, as children 
of nature, delighting in their wild and native freedom, are for the mofl: part infuper- 
ably averfe to hold any commerce with the people of the plains. The Birmans, fince 
the conqueft of Arracan, have compelled many, and allured a few, to fettle in vil¬ 
lages at the bafes of the hills, where they are treated with a humanity that tends to 
conciliate them to their new and more civilized Hate. A large proportion of Kayn 
are, however. Hill independent. The Birmans have not yet carried facrilegious inva- 
lion to their holy mountain, which probably is not worth acquiring. When a Kayn 
dies within the jurifdiffion of the Birmans, the relations of the deceafed always convey 
the urn, and the image of the departed perfon, to Gnowa, there to depofit them in 
hallowed earth. Thefe people have no letters, nor any law, except cuftoin j to this 
the Birmans prudently leave them, never interfering in their municipal and focial 
economy. 

Our ciiricfity being fatisfied, we left Meeaday as foon as the painter had finiflied the 
drawings. The country through which we failed this day had a pleafing appearance; 
fpots of cultivation and frequent towns ikirted the river, while finall hills, clothed with 
trees, rofe behind them. We paffed in our way through a flock of thirty or forty 
elephants, who were fwimming acrofs the river, carrying their riders on their necks; 
thefe were all females, and had been employed in hunting their own fpecies; males 
are feldom ufed by the Birmans for that purpofe. Late in the evening we brought-to 
at a final! town called Pulloo, where there is a cuflom-houfe, having now entered the 
government of the Prince of Prome. 

We got under way early the enfuing morning, and about two o’clock Hopped at 
the lower fuburbs of Prome, in the midft of a great concourfe of boats. Landing our 
horfes, we rodefin the evening to view the fite of a very ancient city, which ages ago 
was the refidence of a dynafty of Pegue Kings, before their country had fubmitted to 
the Birman yoke. On our right, we left a large temple, named Shoe Sanda Praw, 
fituated on an eminence, round the foot of which were feveral kioums, or monas¬ 
teries : purfuing a foutherly direction, we came on a level road, leading through well 
cultivated fields, interfperfed with groves of tall palmyra trees. We obferved the 
channels of two rivers at this time almoft dry, but which in the rainy feafon roll down 
an impetuous current from the mountains, and empty their waters into the Irrawaddy ; 
by thefe ftreams teak timber is floated from the forefts during the monfoon, and is 
fold here very cheap. A plank three inches thick, and from fixteen to twenty feet 
long, may be purchafed for a tackal, or half-a-crown. The foil in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Prome is remarkably well adapted for gardens, and we met feveral perfons 
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carrying loads of fruit on their heads to market. The evening was far advanced 
before we reached Ytettee, on entering which we paffed through an old gateway, that 
appeared to be narrower, but of greater depth than any we had yet feen; indeed the 
ruinous fate both of the gateway and the wall rendered it difficult to judge accurately 
of their dim enfions ; within we could diftinguifh nothing but houfes and fields, and 
it was now too late to explore the antiquities of the place. Two intelligent men, 
whom we overtook riding along the road, informed us, that it had once been a great 
fortified city of a fquare form, each fide meafuring a lpace equal to two miles and a 
half; that it had flourifiied for feveral centuries before the fall of the Pegue mo¬ 
narchy, and that the veftiges of the imperial palace, and a large temple, were ftill 
remaining. 

During our ride we obferved two caravans of waggons drawn up In a circular form, 
in the fame manner as thofe we had remarked at Meeaday on our journey to the 
capital: here, however, the number of carts was much greater; one of the caravans 
containing not lefs than a hundred, which were difpofed in two circles, one within the 
other, prefenting a very formidable barrier again!! the aflaufts either of men or of 
wild beafis. They were chiefly loaden with gnapee and fait fi/b, and had come from 
a town called Omow, fituated on the banks of a lake, where fifb is caught in fuch 
abundance, as to conftitute an article of commercial exportation. The road in this 
direction feemed to be well made, and much frequented. The ledegee, or fteerf- 
inan, of Dr. Buchanan’s boat, who had travelled by land from Prome to Rangoon, a 
journey of fix days, faid that it was equally good the whole way. Timber and ftone 
flags are the principal articles of export trade at Prome. 

When the day broke we refumed our journey ; the temperature of the air was now 
extremely pleafant, aud the mornings and evenings cool: at fun-rife, the quickfilver 
in the thermometer Hood at 67 degrees. In the earlier part of this day, the villages, 
particularly thofe on the eaft bank, had a very inviting appearance, from the orchards 
of plantain, mango, and other fruit trees with which they were furrounded. After 
palling Peinghee, the country affirmed a rougher afpeCt; the river, at the narrow 
ftrait where our boat had been wrecked on the way up, did not now run with fuch 
rapid violence as before. Juft above Tirroupmiou, we paffed a large ifland, covered 
with reeds and brulhwood, which the boat people faid was much infefted by tigers. 
The handfome town of Kainggain. was fituated below it: we continued our courfe till 
after dark, and paffing the lights of the long and populous city of Mayahoun, for¬ 
merly Loonzay, brought-to at the weft' bank, a little to the fouthward of the town ; 
but it was too late to think of landing. 

Next morning (Nov. 13th) we put off at an early hour. In the middle of the pre¬ 
ceding night I had been alarmed by a fcene of difcord between the boatmen and my 
people, which had nearly produced ferious confequences. The Birmans have a fuper- 
ftitious abhorrence of any perfon’s paffing over them when they are afleep ; it is 
deemed a great indignity, as well as injurious, from the apprehended effefts of fuper- 
natural agency. . 1 he boatmen ufually flept either on the roof of the boat, or on the 
platform projecting from the fides, whilft my people occupied the inner part. It 
happened that in the night one of the foldiers went out on the platform, and, regard- 
lefs of the Birmans who were taking their reft, flopped over them without ceremony, 
moft likely ignorant of their prejudice, and perhaps half afleep himfelf: one of the 
Birmans, however, chanced unluckily to be awake, who, jumping up, inftantly 
attacked the offender with his fills ; a feuffle enfued, attended with no fin all outcry; 
the other Birmans rofe, and armed themfelves with the bamboos that were kept for 
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oar handles; the foldlers flew to their bayonets, and my fervants were preparing to 
take their part. In this ftate of hoftility I came among them juft time enough to 
prevent mifchief. The Seree of Rangoon and the ledegee at length pacified the 
enraged crew, and I ordered my own people to return to their births. This accident 
produced no future enmity, and it was the only difagreement that occurred. The 
Birmans, though fometimes irafcible, were in general extremely good tempered, and 
feldom refufed to accommodate the colars (ftrangers), even at the expence of their 
own convenience. 

We rowed all this day through a country not fo well cultivated or fo thickly 
inhabited as that we had palled on the preceding: a little below Shainwah, a confider- 
able branch of the river takes a fouth-wefterly courfe, leading, we were informed, to 
Baffien ; it is called Keidowa, and fometimes Anou Kiotip, or the Weltern River: 
the Arracan mountains were vifibie in the north-weft quarter. We brought-to after 
dark, a little above Ilenzadah, under a reedy bank, from which we were invaded by 
myriads of troublefome infects. , 

The following day'brought us, without any remarkable incident, to Denoobew. 
The high bank and beautiful fituation of Terriato or Mango village, on the weft 
fide, tempted me to go on Ihore. It is a charming fpot; the town is inconfiderable, 
but the houfes are neat and commodious. Denoobew, where we arrived after fun-fet, 
is diftinguilhed by a fine temple, and is alfo celebiated for its manufactory of mats, 
which are made here in beautiful variety, and fuperior in quality to what are fabricated 
in any other part of the empire ; long reeds and grafs ikirted the banks during the 
greateft part of this day’s journey. - 

From Denoobew to Yangain Chaingah, the river preferves nearly a direft courfe. 
About ten o’clock in the morning of the 15th, we got to the entrance of the Panlang 
river, where it feparates from the great ftreain, in the fame manner as the Hoogly 
does from the Ganges; the principal branch, purfuing a foutherly courfe, divides, 
as it approaches the fea, into a number of channels, which are filled by the tide, and 
are for the moft part navigable. The river we now entered is called by various 
names, Afliay Kiotip, or the Eaftern river, Panlang river, and Rangoon river, the 
width of which did not exceed four hundred yards. The eaftern bank is within the 
jurifdicfion of Pegue; but the oppofite country is included in the province of Dalla, 
and is governed by a perfon of a much lefs dignified title than Maywoon. Through 
the high reeds which on each fide overhung the water, feveral pathways were made 
leading to Carrian villages. As we pafl’ed I perceived a watercourfe, which my people 
faid came from a lake called Mallatoo. We had now reached the place, where, in 
going up, we had been fo feverely teazed by mofquitoes, and again felt their 
venomous influence; they even affailed us in the day-time, and in fuch numbers, 
that we were obliged to fortify our legs with boots, and put on thick gloves, whilft 
by continually flapping with an handkerchief, we endeavoured to defend our faces. 
But no fooner had darknefs commenced, than thefe troublefome infefts redoubled 
their attacks, in fuch multitudes, of fuch a fize, and fo poifonous, that I am perfiiiaded 
il an European with a delicate fkin were to be expofed uncovered to their ravages 
for one night, it would nearly prove fatal; even the Birman boatmen, whole fkms 
are not eafily penetrated, cannot repofe within their a&ion ; and my Bengal fervants 
actually cried out in torment. 1 lay in boots with my clothes on, and a double 
napkin over my face, and even thus could procure no reft. About nine o’clock 
we anchored below the town of Panlang, being unable to Item the tide; and at 
eleven my people hailed a flrange boat coming with the flood, that rowed towards 
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us. Inftantly I heard an European voice, to which I had not of late been accuftomed, 
and foon recognized that of Captain Thomas of the Sea-Horfe, I had fent an exprefs 
when we were at Meeaday, to apprif'e him of our approach, and defire him to get 
ready for fea j he had learned from a fmall veffel that we were at hand, and came 
thus far to meet us. It being impoflible to fleep, we patted the night in eoaverfation ; 
the account he gave of his treatment by the municipal government of Rangoon during 
my abfence, and of the conduct of the Birmans in general towards his crew, was 
perfectly fatisfaftory. He had unrigged his ffiip during the moni'oon, and covered 
the decks with an awning of mats, as a protection againft the weather. Being in 
pofl’effion of a tolerably commodious houfe near the quay, he obligingly offered me 
a room in it; of this I availed myfelf, having no intention to remain at Rangoon 
longer than was abfolutely neceffary, and hoped to limit my flay to a very few days. 
At midnight we got under way, and brought-to again at fix in the morning: the banks 
on each fide of the river do not indicate much cultivation in its neighbourhood ; but of 
the Hate of the interior country we could not judge, being prevented by the bulhes 
and tall reeds from feeing any diftant objects. At ten o’clock the boatmen refumed 
their labour, and we palled on the left a very iniferable village named Teerheet. 
We were again obliged to anchor on account of the tide, and early on the morning of 
the 17th of November landed at Rangoon. 

CHAP. XVIII. Imperial Order regiflered at the Rhoom . — Reflections on our Com¬ 
merce and Connection with the Birman Empire, — Receive a Vijit from the May- 
woon . — Account of a Carrion Village. — Birman Game of Chefs, — Inflame of 
a Trial by Ordeal. — Letter from the May woon to the Governor-General. — Take 
leave. — Embark on board the Sea-Horfe, — Voyage to Bengal. — Conchflon. 

THE Maywoon of Pegue arrived at Rangoon a few hours after we had landed. 

I paid him a vifit on the following morning, and appriied him of my intention to 
fail for Bengal in a few days, when he politely faid that he would continue at 
Rangoon until we departed. He informed me, that the orders for carrying into 
effect the late regulations would be publicly read and regiftered at the rhoom on the 
following day ; and he invited me to fend a confidential perl’on to be prefent at the 
ceremony ; adding, that the records were always open to public infpeftion, and that 
whoever chol’e might at any time procure a copy, by paying a trifling fee to the 
officer of the court. 

It may not be improper, in this ftage of my narrative, to offer a few obfervations 
on the relative connexion that fob fills between the Britilh pofleffions in India and 
the Birman empire; to point out the commercial objects that render the intercourle 
defirable, and the political neceffity there is for our preferving fiich a degree of national 
influence with that government, as may enable us hereafter to counteract any attempts 
to diminifli our weight, or to ere£t an alien power that might eventually injure our 
interefts, and even one day rival our authority. The propriety of difcufling a 
fubjeft of fo much moment naturally fuggefts itfelf; but a moment’s reflection ferves to 
convince us, that it ought not to be pafled over in filence. It is too true, that the 
importance of the objects is hidden only from ourfeives. Thofe againft whom it is 
moll incumbent on us to guard, are well apprifed of their extent and magnitude; 
but even were it otherwife, the fecurity which is to arife from the fuppreffion of points 
of general knowledge, is fallacious and without dignity. Prudence requires that 
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the tranfa&iolis of a cabinet fhould not be divulged ; but that policy mu ft be very 
fhort-fighted which attempts to conceal from the world what every perfon may 
difcover; the bounties of providence, the products, refources, and local advantages 
of a great empire. 

Britifli India is more deeply concerned in her commerce and connexion with that 
part of the Birman empire called Pegue, than many perfons, in other refpefts 
ultimately verfed in the affairs of India, feem to be aware. This intereft points to three 
diftinft objects; firft, to fecure from that quarter regular fupplies of timber for fliip 
building, without which the Britilh marine of India could exift but on a very 
contracted fcale ; fecondly, to introduce into that country as much of our manufactures 
as its confumption may require, and to endeavour to find a mart in the fouth-weft 
dominions of China, by means of the great river of Ava; thirdly, to guard with 
vigilance againft every encroachment, or advance, which may be made by foreign 
nations to divert the trade into other channels, and obtain a permanent fettlement 
in a country fo contiguous to the capital of our pofieflions. This Jaft confidera- 
tion fuperfedes all others in the magnitude of the confequences that might ultimately 
refult from it. 

It is impoffible to imprefs my reader by any ftronger proof with the vaft importance 
of the Pegue trade, than briefly to ftate, that a durable veflel * of burthen cannot 
be built in the river of Bengal, except by the aid of teak plank, which is procurable 
from Pegue alone ; and that if the timber trade with that country flioutd by any aCt 
of power be wrefted from us, if it Ihould be loft by misfortune, or forfeited through 
mifconduCt, the marine of Cjdcutta, which of late years has proved a fource of 
unexampled profperity to our principal fettlement t, effentially benefited the parent 
country, and given honourable affluence to individuals, mull be reduced nearly to 
annihilation, without the poflibility of our being able to find any adequate fubftitute 
for the material of which we fhould be deprived. Within the laft fix years, fome of 
the fineft merchant fhips ever feen in the river Thames have arrived from Calcutta J, 
where they were built of teak timber j and, after delivering valuable cargoes ia 

* Ships have been conftru&ed of faul wood, and of other indigenous timber of Bengal; but on trial they 
were not found to be Serviceable* 

f The following remarkable in (lance of public fpirit will evince the advantages that have already 
been derived by the parent country from the marine of India, and the benefit that may in future be 
expected. 

In the year 1794, when the horrors of impending famine aggravated the miferies of war, the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, at the recommendation of His Majefty*s miniHers, tranfraitted by 
exprefs to Lord Teignmouth, then Governor-general of India, intelligence of the calamity that threatened 
Great Britain, dejiring whatever aid the Government of India could Tup ply* On receipt of the difpatch, 
the Governor-general, with that promptitude and energy which did in guifhed his admin iftration, exerted 
the Influence of government with fuch effect, that 14,000 tons of (hipping, almoft entirely India built, 
were freighted to Garry rice to England j and were leaden and cleared from the port of Calcutta in lefs 
than five months from the date of the arrival of the letter* This fupply, with the exception of the 
cafualties of the fea, arrived mod opportunely for the relief of the poor of London, and reduced the 
price of that excellent article of food to three halfpence a pound* So extraordinary an exertion is 
neither fo widely known, nor fo juftly appreciated, as it merits. It k a circumftance which reflets 
the high eft credit on all the parties concerned, and deferves to be recorded, in order to declare to 
pofterity the vaft refources of Great Britain, which was enabled to draw feafouable fupplies of provifion 
for the relief of the metropolis from colonies fituated at the diftance of nearly two thirds of the equatorial 
circumference of the globe* 

J TheCuvera and the Gabriel, built at Calcutta of Pegue timber, are now in the river, and exhibit no 
contemptible fpedmens of the naval architenure of India* The port of Calcutta can furnifti 40,000 tons 
of Ihipping. 

London? 
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London, were ufefully employed in the fervice of the ftate : nor would the deftrcflioii 
of the Pegue trade be confined folely, in its effects, to Bengal: the other fettlements 
would fenfibly fhare in the lofs. Madras is fupplied from Rangoon with timber for 
ail the common purpofes of domeftic ufe; and even Bombay, although the coaft of 
Malabar is its principal ftorehoufe, finds it worth while annually to import a large 
quantity of planks from Pegue. 

But whilft it is advantageous to us to promote the exportation of timber from 
the maritime towns of Pegue, it is as manifeffly our intereft to difcourage the 
building of fliips in the Rangoon river, where the conffcru&ion is facilitated by local 
advantages equal to thofe of any port in the world, and fuperior to mod. The 
progrefs made in this art * by the Birmans has of late years been rapid, and increafes 
in proportion as foreigners can place confidence in the Birman government. When 
merchants find that they can build with fecurity in the Rangoon river, for one-third 
lefs coft than in the Ganges, and for nearly half of what they can at Bombay, few 
will hefitate in their choice of a place. It is faid, that the Ihips of Pegue are not fo 
firmly conftrutteii as thofe built in our ports, and in general this affertion is true; 
but the defeft does not arife from the want of materials, but becaufe the owners 
were fpeculative adventurers, without fufScient funds to defray the charges of labour 
and of iron, in which material Pegue Ihips have, by fatal experience, been found 
deficient. The Ihipwrights, however, are as expert as any workmen of the Eaft ; 
and their models, which are all from France, are excellent: the detriment, therefore, 
that arifes to us from the conftruflioa of fliips at Rangoon, is not lefs evident than 
the benefit that we derive from importing the unmanufactured material., The 
Birmans, fagacioufly knowing their own intereft, fet us an example of policy, by 
remitting all duty on cordage, canvas, and wrought iron, provided thefe articles are, 
bona fide , brought for the equipment of a new vefiel; the port charges alfo are not 
exaftcd from a new fhip, on leaving the river to proceed on her fir/l voyage. A 
conduct on their part fo wife, fuggefts to us the expediency of adopting fome meafures 
for our own intereft; an alien duty, or a modified difqualification, would, probably, 
like the a£ts of parliament in aid of Britilh navigation, prove the inoft effe&ual remedy. 
Trade cannot be profecuted in the Indian feas to any extent, except with Britilh ports : 
many objections, it is true, may be made to fuch a propofition ; but the good rcfulting 
to us would be immediate and certain, whilft the ill confequenees, if any there be, are 
equivocal and remote. 

But if we are called upon by our intereft in a commercial point of view, to check 
the growth of fliip-building at Rangoon, how much more important is the fubjeft when 
feen in a political light ? It is a fa£t which appears to merit fome confideration, and is 
perhaps not generally adverted to, that in a very few years, and at a ftnall comparative 
expence, a formidable navy may rife on the banks of the Irrawaddy from the forefts of 
Pegue. It is probably not known, that artificers f are educating by our enemies for 
that exprefs purpofe, whilft we encourage their progrefs in the fcience, by enabling 
them to derive benefit and acquire experience at the fame time. National fecurity, 
therefore, as well as mercantile advantage, ftrongly urge a vigilant attention to a 
quarter whence the means of injury to ourfelves may fo abundantly be drawn. 

* The Suburb, a very fine (hip, which was on the docks when I was at Rangoon, has lately delivered 
a valuable cargo in the river Thames ; the Lauredone alfo, a vefiel of confidcrablc force, which', I believe, 
was taken into the French line during the lad war, was conltru&ed at the fame port. 

-)• The French have long maintained an agent at Rangoon, and are thoroughly acquainted with the 
advantages which the country of Pegue offers. 

The 
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The imports into Rangoon from the Britifli fettlements in the year 1794-5 amounted, 
I was informed, to more than 12 lacks of rupees, about £135,000 fterling j thefe 
confided chiefly of coarfe piece goods, glafs, hardware, and broad-cloth ; the demand 
for the laft article in the year 1795 was confiderable; returns were made almoft wholly 
in timber. A few unimportant commodities are annually carried from Pegue to the 
coaft of Pedier and the Prince of Wales’s Ifland, for the China market, i he timber 
trade, though attended with a certain advantage to the carrier, yet, not producing fuch 
large profits as a more hazardous venture to the eaftern ftraits, to China and the Malay 
coaft, is feldom profecuted by merchants ot the higheft commercial credit, who aim at 
making a fortune by the fuccel's of a fingle voyage, lor which the fliip is ufually freighted 
with that valuable and alluring drug opium, fo eagerly fought after by the Chinefe, 
yet fo {trialy prohibited by their government. Owning to this enterprizing fpirit 
among merchants in India, a fhip is feldom fent to carry wood, except when the 
owners have not funds to provide a more valuable cargo ; and this inability frequently 
extends even to the means of defraying the exper.ce of a lading of timber : hence the 
matter of a veffel often finds himi’elf embarrafted when on the eve of departure, and 
the veffel is fometimes detained by legal demands which he cannot difcharge. Difficulty 
produces contention, and provokes bitter and generally groundlefs invectives againft 
the laws of the country, which, though opprcflive to the lubject, are certainly lenient 
to foreigners. 

Timber for maritime purpofes is the only article the Birman empire produces, of 
which we hand in indifpenfable need, and to promote or encourage the culture and ex¬ 
portation of thofe commodities which form the valuable ftaples of Britifli India, almofl all 
of which the kingdom of Avais capable of yielding, would operate to the manifeft injury 
of our own provinces We require and fhould feek for nothing more than a mart for 
our manufactured goods, and, in return, to bring back their unwrought materials j 
interference in any other fhape appears to be impolitic, and likely, in the end, to prove 
prejudicial to ourfelves. 

The maritime ports of this great empire are commodious for flapping, and better 
fituated for Indian commerce than thofe of any other power. Great Britain poffeffes 
the weftern fide of what is called the Bay of Bengal; the government of Ava, the 
eaftern j which is far fuperior to the former in the facilities it affords to navigation. 
From the mouth of the Ganges to Cape Comorin, the whole range of our continental 
territory, there is not a fingle harbour capable of affording flielter to a veffel of five 
hundred tons burthen ; it is an unbroken line of expofed fhore, where fliips muff ride 
in open roads : but Ava comprehends within her extent of coaft, three excellent ports ; 
Negrais, the molt fecure harbour in the bay, Rangoon and Mergui, each of which is 
equally convenient, and much more acceflible than the 'river of Bengal, which is the 
only port in our poffeflion within the bay. 

The entrance into the river of Bengal prefents as intricate and dangerous a channel 
as any that is known j and during three months of the year a fhip, in leaving the 
Ganges, incurs confiderable hazard from being obliged to beat againft a foul wind, in 
ifioal water, among furrounding fands; but from the harbour of Negrais a fliip 
launches at once into the open bay, and may work to the fouthward, without any other 
impediment than what the monfoon oppofes. Rangoon, at that particular feafon, is 
more perilous than Negrais, efpecially to veffels bound from the Straits of Malacca, 
Pulo Penang, and other eaftern ports ; thefe, if not well acquainted with the violent 
current fetting at that period to the eaftward, are liable to be deceived in their 
reckoning, and, imagining themfelves to be farther weft than they really are, fometimes. 

ftand 
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ftand too much to the northward, till they get entangled among the fhoals of what is 
called the Bay of Martaban, whence a retreat is very difficult, and where the tide flows 
with fuch impetuofity, and rifes fo high, that anchors are yields* and retard, but For a 
very ftiort period, the impending fate- Ships failing from the weftward, by making 
Cape Negrais, and keeping within fight of the coaft, until they come near the bar of 
Rangoon, avoid tliofe dangers ; at every other feafon Rangoon nuy be approached 
and left with perfe£t fecurity j the bar is narrow, and contains depth of water at three- 
quarters flood fufficient for veflels of any burthen. The channel of the river is unim¬ 
peded, carrying from fix to eight fathoms as high as the town of Rangoon. 

Blelfed with fo extraordinary a coincidence of advantages, arifmg from fituation, 
extent, produce and climate, the kingdom of Ava, or* more properly, the Birman em¬ 
pire, is, among eaftern nations, fecond in importance to China alone, whilft, from 
its contiguity to Bririfh India, it becomes to us of much greater confequence. We can 
have no reafon in the prefent prolperous ftate of our affairs, to dread the hoftilities 
of all the native powers of India combined. Our hereditary foe is deftroyed ; and 
there remains no other who bears towards us any fixed or rooted enmity : the Birmans 
certainly do not; but however favourable their natural difpofition may be, that charac- 
teriftic pride and unbounded arrogance which govern their conduct towards other 
jftates, may lead them to offer indignity which we cannot avoid refenting, and to com¬ 
mit afts of aggrefiion, as In the affair at Chittagong, which we ffliall be obliged to repel. 
Such neceffity is fmcerely to be deprecated : fleadinefs and temper in our negociations, 
and a reafonable allowance for their miftaken principles, will go far to avert the ill 
confequences that might arife from their haughty and weak affumption. We cannot 
expect from a proud and victorious people, imprefled with an extravagant opinion of 
their own power, that reverence which the ffates of India have been taught to feel 
for our eJffablifhed character. The principal nations to the eaft of Bengal are to be 
confidered by themfelves as a kind of body politic, wholly diffinct from all others; 
and in fa£t China, Ava, and the countries fouth of them, compofe a body in extent and 
number of inhabitants more than equal to all Europe. Thefe nations are connected 
by a ftriking fimilarity of maimers and political maxims £ to which, as they cannot be 
fuddenly changed, we ought to afiimilate in our intercourfe with their governments* 
as far as the dignity of our own will permit- To preferve a correfpondence and a good 
underffanding with the court of Ava Is effenfially expedient for our own profperily ; 
but, for the reafons already listed, that connection fiiould not be too intimate. A limited 
trade and a preponderating influence, fufficient to counteract the machinations of our 
enemies, are the utmoft lengths that we Ihould go ; by our not interfering farther, the 
Birmans will be convinced of the moderation and jullice of our principles, and loam 
from them to repel the infidious advances of any other power, made with a latent view 
to undermine their dominion, and ultimately to wreft their country from them. It is 
our intereft to maintain their independence, and to guard it from foreign encroach¬ 
ment j whilft a knowledge of this truth cannot fail, in the end, to unite the Birman 
government to ours, in bonds of reciprocal amity and confidence. 

During the few days that we continued at Rangoon, I had the pleafure to interchange 
many reciprocal marks of civility with the Maywoon, who paid me a vifit on board the 
Sea-Horfe ; after which we rowed in his war-boat to a very fine fhip belonging to him, 
which had recently been built, and, he allured me, was entirely the workmanihip of 
native artificers. 

Whilft we remained here, Dr, Buchanan, accompanied by one of the officers of the 
Sea-Horfe, made an excurfion on horfeback a few miles off, to view a village inhabited 
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by Carianers, the Ample rural race of people of whom mention has already been made. 
Fafling by the great temple of Shoedagoung, they proceeded along an indifferent road, 
about three miles, till they arrived at one of the villages which they fought: it con¬ 
tained not more than ten or a dozen houfes raifed on polls, and difpofed in fiich a 
manner as to inclofe a fquare yard, in which were a number of buffaloes. The head 
man was gone to a diftant village; but one of the inhabitants invited the ftrangers to 
enter his dwelling, and hofpitably offered what his houfe afforded. The vifitants 
afcended a narrow' ladder about twelve feet high into a fort of barn, divided into two 
by a mat partition ; the floor was of rough boards, the fides of mats, and a roof, com- 
pofed of bamboos, was covered with thatch ; at night they draw up the ladder, and, 
clofing the door, fleep fecure from the affaults of wild beafts, or the depredations of 
thieves. Seven or eight men, as many women, and feveral children, conftituted a nume¬ 
rous family j they feemed a healthy and vigorous race of people, and were of a fairer 
complexion than the generality of fouthem Birmans ; fome of the women wore rich 
firings of coral round their necks, and were even adorned with ornaments of gold and 
filver; they fpeak a dialed peculiar to themfelves, but. their language is radically the 
fame as the Birman. There are both Pegue and Birman Carianers, who differ in the 
fame degree as the nations to which they are attached; they complain of being oppreffed 
by the Birmans; but their appearance did not indicate ievereoppreffion, and they have a 
certain fale for whatever their induflry can raife. -Dr. Buchanan faw feveral Bir¬ 
mans on the road carrying balkets ; fome going for the produce of their gardens, 
others returning with burthens of fruit and vegetables. The life thefe people lead is 
truly palloral; they have no other bufinefs or objed except that of cultivating the 
foil and tending their flocks; their religion is the worfliip of Gaudma; but in thefe 
rites they do not join with the fame fervour that animates the Birmans; they rather 
feem to acquiefce in the dodrines of their conquerors, which they do not even profefs 
to underftand. 

Dr. Buchanan interrogated one of the men, who admitted their want of knowledge, 
and affigned as the reafon, that God once wrote his laws and commands on the fkin 
of a buffalo, and called upon all nations of the earth to come and take a copy ; a 
fummons which all obeyed, except the Carianers, who had not leifure, being occupied 
in the bufmefs of hufbandry ; and that, in confequence of this negled, they remained 
ever lince in a Hate of ignorance, without any other cares than thole which related to 
their palloral employment. On going away. Dr. Buchanan offered them a few pieces 
of filver, which fo excited their furprife, being quite unaccultomed to fuch ads of 
liberality, that they hefitated to receive the money, and feemed at a lofs to what 
motive to afcribe his bounty. After looking at one another, and talking for a minute 
or two with much eameltnefs, the women, on a fudden, as if his defign had juft 
been difcovered, all ran away laughing, whilft the men fullenly declined the gift; 
in fad, they concluded that the Dodor wanted to pur chafe the favours of one of 
their females, having no notion of a difinterefted donation. The ladies, however, 
did not wait to afcertain for whom the golden apple was defigned, and it was in vain 
he tried to convince the men that their fufpicions were ill founded. Thefe poor 
people entertain a delicacy in regard to women, which their more enlightened 
conquerors do not feel. To prove the purity of his intentions, however, the Dodor 
left the money on the floor when he departed. The gentlemen returned by the fame 
road, and in their way examined a mineral fpring in the neighbourhood of the great 
Pagoda. 
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I had an opportunity at Rangoon of obferving that the Birmaife of diftmfliott 
played at chefs, a circumftance which, from our fecluded fituation at the capital, had 
c-fcaped my notice- _ This game is held in high eftimation among the fuperior ranks: 
the board they ufe is exaftly fnnilar to ours, containing 64 fquares, and their number 
of troops the fame, 16 on each fide ; but the names, the power and difpofal of them, 
differ effentially : the King and his minifter (a Queen is never introduced by the Ori¬ 
entals) are.mounted on elephants; thefe are defended by two cattles or yettay, two 
knights on horfeback, Mene, two officers on foot, one called Meem," the other 
Chekey, and eight Maundelay or foot foldiers: the forces of each party are arranged 
on three lines, by which eight fquares remain unoccupied; none of the pieces poflefs 
equal force with our Queen; and this reft rifled operation renders the Birman mode 
of playing more complex and difficult than ours. The Birmans affirm, that it is a 
game of high antiquity, and that it is acknowledged and authorized by their facred 
writings, although every play of chance is prohibited. This teftimony confirms * the 
opinion of the late Sir William Jones, that chefs was invented in India, and is not, as 
generally imagined, of Perfian origin: the Birmans c?H it Chedreen, a word that bears 
fome refemblance to the name which ii given to the game in moft other parts of the 
world. 

During the time that the Englifh deputation was at Ummerapoora, Captain Thomas 
Krhncffed at Rangoon a remarkable inftance of a trial by the ordeal of water, the cir- 
cumftances of which he thus related to me: Two women of the middling dafs liti¬ 
gated a fmall property before the court of juftice ; and as the judges found great diffi¬ 
culty in deciding the queftion of right, it was at length agreed, by mutual eonfent, to 
put the matter to the ifiue of an ordeah The parties, attended by the officers of the 
eburt, fevera! Rlmhaans, or priefts, and a vaft concourfe of people, repaired to a tank 
or pond in the vicinity of the town. After praying to the Rhahaans for fome time, 
and performing certain purificatory ceremonials, the litigants entered the pond, and 
waded m it till the water reached their breafts; they were accompanied by two or 
three men, one of whom placing the women cfofe to each other, and putting a board 
on their heads, at a fignai given, preffed upon the board till he immerfed them both 
at the fame mJlant* .1 hey remained out of fight about a minute and a half, when om 
of them, nearly fufFocated, raifed her head, whiift the other continued to fit upon her 
Hams at the bottom* but was immediately lifted up by the men ; after which an officer 
o the court folemnly pronounced judgment in her favour; and of the juftice of this 

- G nivi n ° n r V the b rf^ d ? rs a PP eared t0 entertain the fmalieft doubt, from the 
infallibility of the proof which had been given* 

J he trial by ordeal, in all countries where the Hindoo religion prevails, is a* 
ancient as their records. The late Ali Ibrahim Khan, native chief magiftrate of 
.Benares, has communicated, in a very curious paper*, the modes by which this 
appall t° the Deity is made, as they are deferibed in the Metafchera, or comment on 
the Dherma Saftra, in the chapter on oaths: the Birmans, being governed bv the 
&? , authont y= Oblerve nearly fimilar forms; but as knowledge increafes, and man- 
„ .° ecom ^ r niore enlightened, thefe abfurd pratfices lofe ground, and have of late 
years been difcountenanced by the judicial courts both of India and of Ava. 

AfiatfcVcffir ^ lBdian ganle ° f Chefs h ? the Prcfident of the Afiatic Society, in the 2 d vol. of 

*- “ On the Tiiil by 
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Previous to our departure, the Maywoon of Pegue delivered to my care a letter 
jJddrefled to the Governor-general of India, couched in very friendly terms, but dic¬ 
tated in the ufual ftyle of turgid extravagance j he enumerated in it the conceflions 
granted in favour of Englilh commerce, and expreffed a determination to execute his 
part with pun&uality and attention. His Birman Majefty has long entertained a defire 
to procure an Englilh carriage, with the diftinflions of Birman royalty attached to it.: 
in this letter the Maywoon made a requelt that fuch a one might be fent; and in order 
to direct the artift, I was furnilhed with a very intelligible and well executed drawing *, 
performed at Ummerapoora by the king’s painter- It difplayed the carriage and body 
of an Englilh crane-necked chariot, gilded all over: from the top of the body there 
rofe a regal fpire, or piafath, ill feparate ftages, bearing a miniature refemblance to 
thofe which ornamented the palace and royal barge ; four lions in a crouching atti¬ 
tude guarded the carriage, two on the fore part, and two behind j and a bird, 
defigned, I imagine, to reprefent the Henza, or tutelary goofe, was placed in front 
with expanded wings. The Maywoon’s letter, however, contained a requifition of 
yet greater importance ; which was, to obtain materials for the eftablifliment of a mint, 
a delign which, if carried into effea f, niuft confiderably promote -the profperity of 
the country, as the neceflity of weighing lumps of lead and filver, and afcertaining 
the purity, operate as a fenfible impediment to commerce. 

On the 26th of November, the day preceding that of our embarkation, I waited oft 
the Maywoon, accompanied by the gentlemen of the deputation and Captain fhomas, 
to take our final leave. I had occafion to feel myfelf individually obliged to him for 
his perfonal attentions, whilft his mild adminiftration and pleafing manners had ac¬ 
quired my efteem: he is univerfally acknowledged to be a good man, and feems 
highly to deferve that reputation. I had opportunities of witneffing feveral inftances 
of his benevolence and humanity, and, although his authority within his own -jurif- 
diction is abfolute, I never heard him accufed of an abufe of his power, or of a fingle 
aft of oppreffion or injulHce. Such a chara&er, in a country where the molt rigorous 
and often barbarous defpotifni prevails, is entitled to particular encomium. We 
parted with mutual, and, I am inclined to believe, not infincere profeflions of perma¬ 
nent good will. 

On the morning of the 27th we breakfafted on board the Sea-horfe; moft of the 
attendants, with our heavy baggage, had embarked on the preceding day, and at ten 
o’clock we weighed anchor. It had previoufly been agreed, that the company's fliip 
fhould falute the Birman flag with eleven guns, which were to be anfwered by an 
equal number from the battery on Ihore: Captain Thomas performed his part of the 
agreement; but the battery, which was very flow in acknowledging the compliment, 
returned only feven. This apparent mark of difrefpect, which could not be attributed 
to ignorance, I conceived rather to originate in the perfon who had charge of the 
battery, and who might think to recommend himfelf by it, than from any higher 
authority; it was, however, fuch an oftenfible and public flight to the company’s 
colours, that I judged it expedient to write a note to the Maywoon to acquaint him of 
the faff. 

* The European part of tills drawing was made from an old carriage, width had been introduced into 
the Ava country feveral years before. The Govemor^general complied with both the re quells contained 
in the Maywooids letter, and in the following- year fent a very fuperb chariot to his Birman Majefty, con- 
ftrufted according to the reprefentatiou ; the top of the fpire, notwithftanding the body hung very low, 
was 18 feet from the ground; it wai extremely rich and well executed, 

\ It is furprifmg that the Chinefe have no national coin ; at the port of Canton, dollars in feme meafuro 
fupjdy the deficiency; but in the interior of the kingdom the iuccmvcmence be generally felt. 
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We dropped down with the ebb as fin* as the Chokey, or watch ftation, from 
whence the cuftom-houfe officer vifited the Sea-horfe on her firft arrival. In paffing 
the mouth of the Pegue river, we obferved that at the entrance it was nearly as wide 
as the great river; but that breadth foon dim ini flies to a very contracted fpace; feveral 
large creeks branched off both to the right and the left, which the pilot faid were 
navigable to a confiderable diftance by boats of heavy burthen. In the evening we 
again weighed, and croffed the bar at midnight; early next morning we faw the land¬ 
mark called the Elephant, and, favoured by the ebb, pafTed the China Bakir river. 
The wind not being ftrong enough when the ’tide turned to enable us to Item the 
flood, we again came to anchor, being in company with a fhip named the Hope, 
bound alfo to Calcutta. On the following morning we flood to the fouthward on the 
firft of the ebb, which bore us along with it againft an unfavourable breeze. On the 
30th we made Diamond Ifland and Cape Negrais, and next day, at an early hour, 
pafied a fhip ftanding towards Rangoon, which appeared to have fuftered feverely from 
a recent florin, having loft her main-top and fore-top gallant mads; the wind was at 
this time north-north-weft, and a heavy fwell from the fame quarter indicated that 
there had lately been a hard gale, a very unufual circumftance at that feafon of the 
year. 

Keeping within a few leagues of the eoaft, we continued to beat againft an unfa¬ 
vourable wind until the 9th of December, when we made Cheduba, a fertile ifland 
belonging to the Birman government: the channel between this ifland and the main 
is annually navigated by large trading boats, but it does not afford a fafe paffage for 
fhipping. The length of the ifland we judged to be about forty-five miles} it yields 
abundance of rice, and is governed by a Chekey, or lieutenant, who is fubjeft to the 
Maywoon of Arracan. Having now the benefit of regular land and fea breezes, we 
were enabled to make feme progrefs to the northward. On the morning of the nth 
we faw what are called the Broken Iflands, on the coaft of Arracan, which are for 
the moft part a barren affemblage of rocky eminences, affording fhelter only to pirates 
and thieves. On the 12th and 13th we experienced much inconvenience, the wind, 
which was direftiy againft us, blowing with fuch violence, that the fhip laboured 
greatly, and our fore-top-fail was torn from the yard. On the 14th the weather mo- 
« aQ d the wind veering a little to the eaftward, we had the good fortune on 
the 16th to difcGver a pilot fchooner at anchor, between the eaftern and weftern reefs 
near the mouth of the Ganges: neap tides prevailing, our paffage up the river was 
tedious, and the wind coming invariably from the northern quarter, rendered it 
hazardous to proceed by night. On the 23d we reached Budge-budge, where I found 
a pulwar waiting * which my friend Captain Sandys, as foon as he heard of the 
arrival of the Sea-horfe* had difpatched to meet me; at this place I quitted the ihip, 
and m two hours reached Calcutta, after an eventful abfence of ten months. 

* A commodious kind of boat ufcd in the river Ganges, 
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HIS TOR r OF SIAM. 

From the French of Turpin *. 


CHAPTER l,—Of the Origin of the Siamefe. 

T HE origin of the name of Siam is unknown to its own inhabitants, and thofe who 
rely on the aid of etymology to difperfe the obfcurity which veils the cradle of 
nations, derive it from the Pegouan language, in which the word Siam fignifies free ; 
therefore thefe people boaft of having the fame name with the French (Francks) *, and 
although always fubjeft to defpots who tyrannife over them, or neighbours who 
opprefs them, they deck themfelves with a name which can only ferve to reproach 
them with their flavery and degradation. 

It is fufpefted that it was given them by the Portuguefe, who, before they entered 
this kingdom, already poffefled fettlements in Pegou. Geographers are not agreed 
as to its lituation : it is known that it lies in -the peninfula of India, poffeffing 120 
leagues in length, and rather more than 100 in its greateft breadth. La Loubere, to 
the north, affigns it the country of Laos; to the eaft, the kingdoms of Cambaya and 
Keo j to the fouth, the great Gulph of Siam; and on the weft, the peninfula of 
Malaca. It is in the form of a half-moon, 450 leagues in circuit. The maritime 
coafts are well known, but fcarcely any thing of its interior. The whole of this 
country is bordered by high mountains, which feparate it from the kingdoms of Laos, 
Pegou, and Ava. Thefe chains of mountains leave between them a vaft plain of near 
100 leagues in extent, which forms the chief part of the kingdom. 

The coafts of the Gulph of Siam are computed at 200 leagues, and thofe on the 
Bay of Bengal at 180. A country furrounded by fuch an extent of feas is well 
adapted for commerce and navigation. Bountiful nature has bellowed on it many 
ports, while Ihe has been fparing to the oppofite coaft of Coromandel. 

The origin of this people is concealed beneath a veil of myftery, which they are 
fcrupulous of removing. Their claims to antiquity are a collection of fables, fup- 
ported by popular traditions, which with them fupply the place of hiftoric monuments. 
They have neither books nor public archives where the chronicles of the nation might 
bedepofited. It is true, that in 1685 they reckoned an aara of 2229 years, which 
began at Sommona-Kodon, the founder of their religious woi (hip; but their ignorance 
of all the arts Ihould render their chronology doubtful; it cannot be determined if 
they are the descendants of the original inhabitants of this country. Thofe who 


* Para, 1771, 2 vole. 12mo. 
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believe this natlofi to be a mixture of different people, adduce the two languages which 
are in ufe; but their argument has no weight, if it is confidered that, in all the 
countries of India, the language of their learned men is different from that of the 
common people. 

Every thing evinces the infancy of this nation. The lands are fo low, that they are 
inundated every year; it is then to be prefumed, that the firft who chofe to inhabit 
it came from the neighbouring countries, in proportion as the fea, leaving the foil, 
rendered it capable of cultivation. It was neceffary to find out the fecret of oppofing 
dykes to the inundations, fo as not to dread its ravages, Troublefome infefts, with 
which the country is covered, and the burning heat of the climate, mufl for a long 
time have been motives to give the preference to countries more favoured by nature* 
It is more likely that the inhabitants of the flat country are defcended from the inha¬ 
bitants of the mountains, who to this day are diftinguifhed by the name of Great 
Siamefe, 

The blood is there fo mixed, that it is eafy to perceive that this nation is formed of 
feveral others. Commerce, which procures fuch great advantages to different people 
of the Eaft, doubtlefs led many foreign merchants to form fettlements there* The 
frequent revolutions which have overt timed the empires of Japan, China, Ton quin, 
and Cochin China, have at different times exiled a number of people, who took refuge 
in Siam to avoid their oppreffors. 

The Laos and Pegouans have eftablifhed a confiderable colony there, fince their 
country, being laid wafte by the Bramas, obliged them to feek an afylum in a foreign 
land : they were received as diftreffed people by a compaffiotiate nation, who afligned 
them a territory, and fubjected them to pay a flight tribute. Several people, flying 
from their country, defoiated by the incurfions of a foreigner, joined them, and they 
foon, by their number and courage, arofe to be a formidable body. The govern¬ 
ment, alarmed at their increafe, thought it politic to difperfe and weaken them j and 
lince that difperfion, they have continued mixed with the ancient inhabitants, from 
whom they are only diftinguifhed by their language* Their women are known by 
the regularity of their figure, the whitenefs of their complexion, and the elegance of 
their gay and ftitdied coflume ; but if they exceed the Siamefe by the graces of the 
body and vivacity of their mind, they are much inferior to them in purity of 
manners. 

'Ihe Malays joined themfelves with feveral neighbouring people to form fettlements 
there. r I hey are a turbulent and ferocious people, who, led away by the violence of 
their temper, foment rebellions, that they may acquire the right to pillage with impu¬ 
nity. The experience afforded by their relllefs and perverfe character, has caufed all 
thefts and allaffinations committed in the country to be attributed to them. Then- 
courage makes them face dangers and death without fbrinking; and they would rather 
die with their arms in their hands than be indebted for their life to an enemy who 
knows how to pardon. For fome time they enjoyed the highefl confiderarion: feveral 
were raifed to the firft dignities of the empire by the favour of the prime minifter 
who was of their nation, and, like them, a Mahometan; but the difgrace of their 
patron threw them back to their former abjection, and from that time they have been 
reduced to exift by their plundering, which fupplies all their wants. 

Almoft all the nations of India have fettlements there. Ihe ancient kings had a 
guard ol Japoncfe; but ihis militia rendered itfelf formidable by placing an ufurperon 
the throne. This Prince was fenfible, that men who were powerful enough to elevate 
him, had the fame means of deftroying their work. His timid and fulpicious policy 
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made him ungrateful, and he ordered them to be exterminated. Thus did thefe 
infulars become the victims of a jealous monarch, who had made them the mftruments 

of his greatnefs. ' 

The Cliinele colony is the mod numerous and flouriflung by the extent of its 
commerce, and by the privileges which it enjoys* Its compliance with received cuftoms r 
a certain conformity of character and maimers, feem to enlure it a continuance of its 
privileges and profperity. 

If the frequent revolutions which change the deftiny of this empire, did not fnatch* 
from their polfelfors the fruits of their labour and induftry, (trangers would arrive 
from all parts of the world to fettle in a country fo highly favoured by nature. 

Several people of Europe have colonies there, and the Portuguefe fet the 
£rft example ; and as they are the. moft ancient of all foreigners in that 
country, fo are they the moll indigent. Several villages inhabited by a number of 
their families, prefent a fpecfacle of the moft deplorable poverty. Their natural 
lazinefs, increafed by the climate, prevents them from profiting by the advantages of 
a country, where they have brought their vices, without afibming their virtues. 

England laid the foundation of an eftablilhment there, but the haughtinefs 
of this people, jealous of their independence, could not bend to the yoke of a 
defpot, who put no bounds to his authority. Their refractory fpirit brought them 
into difgrace, and they were obliged to quit a country, where they would have wiflied 
to have reared an altar to liberty. Some few, more pliant and conformable, have 
remained, but without forming a national body. 

The french, whole commencement is always brilliant, experienced a fliort-lived 
profperity; but, incapable of conducting themfelves, they fell under the vanity of 
wifliing to govern others, and inflated cenfurers of foreign cuftoms, they were 
ridiculous enough to propofe themfelves as fo many models. This national vice 
humbled the pride of the Siamefe, attached, even to obftinacy, to all their cuftoms, 
and the fuccefs of the French was as inconihnt as their character. 

The Dutch, flexible, and ever ready to receive impreffions from thofe who 
have it in their power to enrich them, are the only Europeans who have erected 
eftablifhments on folid foundations. Every thing fuits them, when it is ferviceable 
to them. Simplicity of manners obtained them the confidence of a nation who 
think they have a right to miftruft all thofe who live plunged in luxury. Not that 
other foreigners are not frequent there, particularly French adventurers, who go to 
exalt their talents and courage in this kingdom. They are received as long a? 
they are ufefulj but as foon as they demand the reward of their fervices, they 
experience neglect, and they are got rid of as troublefome burthens which encumber 
the earth, 

CHAP. II. — Of the City of Siam-, 

ALTHOUGH there are reckoned as many as forty different nations in the capital, 
each of which occupies a feparate quarter, it does not appear rhat rhe country is very 
populous, fincem the laft numbering there were only reckoned 1,900,000 fouls in the 
whole kingdom, where every year an exadd regifter is kept of men, women, and 
children. 

The Siamefe call the royal city Sigathia, or fimply Crumg, that is to fay, the court* 
The Portuguefe, who corrupt all foreign words, by the difficulty they have to pro¬ 
nounce them, have called it Juthya and Odia. This city is not only an iflaiid, but it is alfc 
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fituated among fevcral others, which renders its Situation very fingular. Although it 
occupies a vaft extent, it contains but few inhabitants. The fouth part, which faces 
the fouth, only contains idolatrous temples, where no affluence is feen, but on folemn 
days. Three great rivers, which have their fource in the higher lands, furround 
it on all parts, and crofs it by three large canals, which divide it into different quarters, 
fo that it can only be entered by boats. Thofe places which cannot be approached 
but by this means remain uninhabited, becaufe the Siamefe are accuftomed to fix 
their refidence only near water, which, in climates burnt by the fun, affords them 
the relief of the bath, with them an abfolute neceffary. It alfo furniffles them with 
the facility of tranfports and convoys, neceffary to maintain plenty, which would foon 
fail in a nation too lazy to cultivate it within itfelf. Thus as you get at a diftance 
from the rivers, the country is found lefs inhabited, and few travellers have been 
tempted to penetrate into deferts, whofe ftillnefs is only interrupted by the howling 
of wild beafts. 

All th&outlkirts of the city are embellifhed by houfes and gardens. Small fortifica¬ 
tions are obferved at certain distances, the moll regular of which was built on 
the plan of a Portuguefe Dominican. They have alfo erected baftions, which 
might fecure the city from all infuk, if it had fewer citizens and more foldiers to 
defend it. , 

The three great rivers which defeend from the lands, after, traverfing the city by 
different canals, form feveral large iflands, where fields are obferved planted with 
rice. Thefe canals unite in a broad and deep river which flows to Baniok, and 
which they call Menan, that is to fay, the mother of waters, becaufe it waters the 
whole country. It is on the bank of this river that the chief cities are fituated. The 
Siamefe never inhabit but near the water, but they form no fettlements on the 
maritime coalts, and thofe neareft to them, arc always diftant at Iealt a day’s 
journey. 

Though it feldotn rains in the royal city, there are certain feafons of the year 
when the waters, which come from the mountains, fo fwell the great rivers, that the 
water not being able to run off, by the too narrow canals, fpreads itfelf over the country, 
which it covers during fix months of the year. 

The inundation begins at the end of July, and the water increafing two inches 
every day, fometimes reaches 13 or 14 feet in height. If it Ihould happen, 
that it Ihould increafe a foot in one day, provifions are fold at an exorbitant price, 
and what the day before would fetch two or three crowns, would the next day 
lell for fifty. This conftant and regular inundation, fpreads fertility in the lands, and 
it may be laid that the Menan is to this kingdom what the Nile is to Egypt. The 
inhabitants favoured with this bounty of nature, have no occafion to moiften the 
earth, with the fweat of their brow, to obtain an abundant return of rice. It is 
fufficient lightly to open the furface of the foil, and throw the feed into it, which 
the inundation caufes to flioor, and the heat of the climate foon brings to maturity. 
But the fource of this plenty is alfo the origin of all their vices. And as the produce 
of their fields is not the fruit of their labour, they ftagnate in a wortlilefs flothfulnefs, 
and only feem to exifl: to eat and multiply their kind. Their whole labour confifts 
in driving the birds from their fown fields, the troublefoine and numerous fwanns of 
which feem to darken the air: they make fcarecrows, and ftrike on brafs plates, to driye 
away thefe deftruftive enemies. 

It is an agreeable fight to fee an extent of ten leagues prefenting at the fame time 
the picture of a fea, and a champaign crowned with grain. No dry land is obferved 
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except at certain diftanceS, on which are built large idolatrous temples The ears 
which rile above the furface of the waters, yield with eafe under the boats, and rife 
again without being injured: the water riles to the firitltory, therefore all the houfes 
are built on piles, and Siam at the time of the inundation, feems to have been built on the 
model of Venice. The fifli fpread themfelves over the fields, where they fatten and 
multiply. Near the l’ortugucfe quarter is a temple of idols, where a large fifli is 
found which has no teeth, and which regularly aflembles in great quantity in this 
fpot: they go to fee them with a fuperflitious curiofity, and no one dares to take 
them. If any one was rafli enough to wound them, he would be expofed to the 
danger of being knocked down by the priefls. 

'lhe private houfes are convenient, and eafily built, being only made of wood, arid 
covered with leaves ; the walls are of bamboo. The furniture merely confifls in fome 
carpets and cufhions; they have neither beds, chairs, tables, cabinets, nor paintings, 
They deep on a Ample mat, with a flight covering, but, nctwtthflandiug this fimplicity, 
an elegant neatnefs reigns in all their apartments. 

The King’s palace refembles a city, the enclofure of which is furrounded with three 
ranges of brick walls; there are no windows. The building has nothing interefting 
in it, but the fize of the chambers where the King gives audience; the walls are 
naked and without any decoration ; but the boards are covered with magnificent 
Perfian carpets. The monarch appears feated on an eftrade a little elevated, and 
covered with a carpet, fo old that its original colour is not to be diftinguiflied. On 
extraordinary days, the King gives audience from a balcony. In the interior are 
obferved three brick edifices, the middle one of which is an idolatrous temple. One 
fide of the palace is for the men, and the other for the women. The fronts are all gilt, 
and the roofs are covered with a kind of tin, and gilt in (Iripes. 

On the fame fide of the city towards the eaft, is the palace of the Grand Prince, a 
cannon fliot diftant from the King’s, the top of which is not crowned with an arrow, 
like that of the monarch’s. Several other edifices are obferved, whofe exterior 
announces the refidence of a powerful King : they are only elephants’ (tables, and 
elpecially of thofe which have rank, either for their beauty or particular inftintf. 
They are brought up with much care, and when their qualities anfwer the pains taken 
with them, the monarch beftows on them the title of Count, Marquis, then Duke, 
and laftly Peer. Thus this Angular people lavifli on animals titles of honor, the 
ambition of poliflied nations. The Prince of elephants, has his palace apart, where he 
is ferved by dignified officers. 

This palace is only open to foreign ambafladors, we are therefore ignorant of its 
police, punifhments, and amufements. The women’s apartments are feparated from 
one another, to prevent the ufual diflenfions which arife from rivallhip. In the 
interior is a temple-enriched with gold and filver ftatues: alfo representations of all 
kinds of fruit in the fame metals : there likewife are depofited the prefents which 
each province fends to the monarch twice a year; and this tribute confifts of five 
flowers of gold, each weighing fix ounces, and five of filver of the fame weight. Near 
the temple is the royal treafury, where all the coined filver is placed, without any 
being ever taken from it. This gulph is opened but to fwallow up every thing, and 
the glory of the Kings lies in accumulating ufelefs riches. The policy "which 
preferves them for extraordinary occafions, has often brought the (fate to the 
brink of a precipice. The covetous foreigner, to invade them, often makes 
incurfions, which (ucceed. It would be more advantageous to the Siamefe monarchs 
vol* ix# 4 to 
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to poffefs iron to fabricate arms, than heaps of gold, which awaken the cupidity of 
avaricious neighbours. 

There is another treafure, appropriated to daily expences, and it is from that they 
take to lend to all merchants on ufury. Girls are fomeiimes carried off from the 
provinces, to be deftined for the fervices of the palace. Fathers, fearing to be 
deprived for ever of their children, take the precaution of marrying them very young, 
or elle pay confiderable fums to the officers charged with the execution of this tyranny, 
and thefe officers Induced by the weight of the prefents declare the girls incapable of 
fervice. 

It is in this filent retreat, inhabited by ten thoufand men, that an invifible monarch 
repofes on the bofom of voluptuoufriefs or debauchery. Ilis fubjects, by whom he 
is unknown, are only fenfible that they have a mailer, by the dread he infpires, or 
by the oppreff ons he orders. It would be profanation of the majefty of this tyrant, 
to mention his name, or to enquire after his health. The care taken to maintain 
refpeft deftroys attachment ; and the love of the Siamefe for their King is a weak 
and faded fcntiment; therefore when a rebel ftarts up, they wait the event with 
indifference. Thofe deftined to wear chains are never inclined to incur dangers for 
him who impofes them. An army of citizens is invincible j — a horde of Haves are 
devoted to him who will pay and fupport them. 

Siam and the other principal cities of the kingdom are only compofed of wretched 
cabins, built without tafte or convenience. The capital is not equal to a quarter 
of London or Paris ; and the Siamefe who have never travelled in other coun¬ 
tries, bellow magnificent names on their l'mall towns, which they look upon as 
prodigies of art. 

The kingdom is divided into ten provinces, which are Supthia, Bancok, Porcelon, 
Pipli, Campine, Rapri, Tennafferitn, Ligour, Cambouri and Concacema, which have 
all a feparate governor. 

1 fball confine myfelf to a fuperficial defcription of the chief provinces. 

Bancok is fituated feven leagues from the fea, and is called Fott in Siamefe. Its 
environs are ornamented with delightful gardens, which fupply the inhabitants with 
much fruit, w'hich they prefer to all other food : its rich and fertile territory prefents 
an agreeable variety of fruit trees. This city, which is one of the chief bulwarks of 
the kingdom, was fortified in 1685, by the Chevalier de Chaumonr : but all 
thefe works become ufelefs to the Siamefe, who neither know how to attack or defend 
places. 

Tennafferim is a province whofe foil produces an abundance of rice and excellent 
fruits. Jt is in its fafe and commodious port that veffels of all nations arrive, 
and the people find more means of fubfifting than in the other parts of the kingdom. 

Louvc, which gives its name to a province, is a city which the refideuce of Kings 
has made a rival of the capital. Their palace, without being large and magnificent, is 
pleafant and convenient j the purity of the air attrafts them there for eight months in 
the year. 

Pipli, a fca-port, carries 011 a confiderable commerce in rice, cloths, and cotton. 
Each houfe has its gardens, where they grow .great quantities of betel, cocoa, durio, 
bananas, oranges, and other choice fruits. 

Ligor is a lea-port fituated at the entrance of the gulph of Siam. It is there that 
calain is found, a kind of tin, which will be deferibed. Its territory produces much 
rice and fruits, which are the food and riches of the country. 
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Camburi, which is oil the frontiers of Pegu, has a great trade in eagle-wood, 
elephants’ teeth, and rhinoceros’s horns: it is from this province they obtain die 
beautiful varnilh. 

Porcelon, which the Portuguefe have corrupted into Porfaloue, was formerly under 
the government of hereditary lords, and it is ftill in the name of their former mailers, 
and °in tjieir palace, that juflice is adminiftered to this day. r lhis city, fortified with 
14 bullions built by French engineers, is rich and commercial, eipeeially in elephants 
teeth, rhinoceros’s horns, Ikins of wild beafts, fugar, tobacco, onions, wax and honey. 
They make flambeaus of pitch and oil; and the red gum is obtained there, of which is 
made what is called Spanilh wax ; wood for building' and dyeing j and it is its territory 
which produces a kind of tin, and ambergris. 

CHAP. III. Manners , Ways , and Cujloms of the Siamefe. 

BY a perverfion of. order, the Siamefe condemn their women to all labours which 
require ftrength, and which fatigue: while this indolent people Humber in liftlefs 
eafe, the laborious women cultivate the earth, cut wood, and get in the bar veils. 
This vice has itsfource in defpotifm'j every one avenges himfelf on his domellic empire 
for the difgraceful fervitude to which he is condemned in public; and he who froni 
his infancy crawls beneath the yoke ever proves an imperious mailer, more delirous of 
being obeyed than beloved. 

Their ignorance in allronomy has introduced the cultom of ftriking on pots and 
pans when there is an eclipfe, becaufe they are perfuaded that this phenomenon is 
caufed by the malignity of a dragon, which devours the two lights of the world j and 
it is by making a great noife, that they endeavour to frighten this animal that would 
deprive them of the light of day. 

With the Siamefe gold is a merchandize, and not money. They have no watches 
of that metal; all the coins are of filver, and the different kinds are only diflinguilhed 
by their lize $ the damp is the fame. The bafer money confilts in fliells, which 
conftitute the reprefentative riches of many nations of the Fall. 

There is one day in the year, in which they pra&ife a ceremony, fomewhat 
refembling that of the Scape-goat, which was cultomary among the Jews. They 
fingle out a woman, broken down by debauchery, and carry her on a litter through 
all the llreets to the found of drums and hautboys. The mob infult her, and pelt 
her with dirt: after having fufliciently expoled her through the whole city, they throw 
her on a dunghill, and fometimes on a hedge of thorns, without the ramparts, forbidding 
her ever to enter them again. This inhuman and fuperflitious ceremony is founded 
on the belief, that this woman thus draws upon her all the malign influences of the air 
and of evil lpirits. 

The people are far more lively than the great, who, Ihut up with their women, 
never go out but to afiilt at ceremonies with the dull companions of their folitude. In 
thefe folemnities the women appear unveiled. 

An effeminate and idle people never Ihine in fociety. The Siamefe, gentle without 
vivacity, enjoys a calm delight, which feems rather to arife from the abfence of 
pain, than the fenfarion of pleafure. His llothful indifference communicates itfelf 
to all around him; he is a machine, (.hat can only be put in motion by the hand 
of another. 

They are all of a regular and middling height. Nature, careful in forming 
them, neither produces lame nor crooked, and they are all well proportioned, as 
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they tome from the hand of that indultrious mother. There are no deformed people 
but fuch as have become fo by accident. They are moftly large bodied, broad faces 
and Ihoulders ; their nofe islhort and round, and an aquiline one is a rare phenomenon. 
Many are marked with the fmall-pox, which disfigures their features. Their noftrils 
are w ide, and their complexion fwarthy, which neverihelefs does not feem to be then- 
natural colour, blit fliould be attributed to their cuftom of going naked from their 
earlieft infancy. The women do not poffefs thofe fine and delicate features, which in 
Europe give the idea of beauty ; and they would fcarctly be diftinguilhable from the 
men. but for their dreis and hanging neck, which falls very low. 

Though their difpofition leads to commerce, the fourcecf it is only open to the 
Monarch, who referves to himfelf the privilege of carrying it on with foreigners; 
therefore the law reftrifts them to internal trade, the advantages of which are very 
circumfcribed. This people, Ample in their manners, have had no occafion for foreign 
productions. Thofe born in the lowefl: orders find a fufficient resource in filhing. If 
the legiflature did not extinguilh their commercial induftry, they would be much abler 
traders than many other nations. That honefly which conftitutes the very bafis of 
trade, is a virtue they praCtife without effort. The perfon that fells never counts the 
money he receives, nor does the buyer ever examine his goods. Mullins and other 
linens are fold in the piece, and they never meafure them by the yard j one is often liable 
to be deceived in the weight, becaufe the monies, which are ufed for weights, are 
ahnoft always defaced, and having all the fame mark, and {truck at the fame corner 
they are all fuppofed to have the fame value. Gold is twelve times the value of 
filver. 

The kingdom of Siam is covered with fwampy marlhes, which only yield poor grafs 
to feed their horfes, which are weak and clumfy ; nor do they cut them to render them 
more docile, or check their fpirit. They have neither affes nor mules. The buffalo 
the ox, and the elephant, are the only domeftic animals from which theSiamefe derive 
any advantage. The female elephants are employed in domeltic fervices ; the males 
more untraCtable, are deftined for war : every body is free to hunt them. 

As the country furnifbes but few horfes the King imports them, more efpedally from 
Batavia; but the breed is final! and ftubborn. The elephant is a more noble animal 
and more adapted for war: he is taught to protect his mailer, to place him on his back 
with his trunk, and to trample on his enemies There is always one on guard at the 
palace, ready accoutered and prepared to march : the driver fits on his neck without 
any fuddle. This animal obedient to command, knows where he ought to Hop. They 
ufe a goad of iron or filver to increafe his fpeed ; he feems to know the voice of him 
who has the care of feeding and attending him, and obeys his frail fignal. 

Sometimes the Siamefe travel on fquare feats, carried by four or eight men, who 
are relieved by an equal number. This people, an enemy to all fatigue, only like to 
travel by water, in veffels they call ballons , which, though made from a Angle tree is 
foinetimes from one hundred to one hundred and twenty feet in length • they have’ as 
many as one hundred and twenty rowers, who are placed two and two ; but it is only the 
people of confequence who travel with fuch a numerous retinue, to fhew their dignity - 
the common ballons contain but twenty at moll. Thefe rowers have a meafured 
kind of a long, and they row with grace and eafe. The women brought up in this 
exercife, which with us is only ufed by the condemned dregs of fociety, conduct them 
with much dexterity. Many Siamefe have no other dwelling than their ballons and 
tome of them are highly ornamented and very convenient. 

1 he palanquin is a kind of bed, carried by fiaves on their Ihoulders. Only thofe 
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that are ill, and fome old people, have a right to ufe them : but all Europeans may enjoy 
that privilege. The Siamefe have different parafbis, and each rank has its own. Thofe 
like ours are for the lower clafs, They have fome which look like fo many parafcls 
one above another, and the King only may ufe them. The Talapoins have them of 
different forms, which all {hew their rank. 

The King's ballons are made of a fingle tree, which tnuft be fuppofed of a prodigious 
height, fince they will contain one hundred and fifty rowers. The two ends are very 
elevated, and he who fleers them makes the whole bark tremble, when he ftainps on 
the poop. It every where is decked by art and the ornaments of fculpture ; and in the 
middle is elevated a throne, in a pyramidal form, on which the eye dwells with delight. 
The Siamefe are only good tailors on their rivers; and for fea voyages they employ 
Moors, Chinefe, Malays, and Chriftians defcended from Europeans. They row fitting, 
their legs croffed like tailors, and this attitude deprives them of part of their ftrength 
and activity. They have alfo feveral long and narrow boats, in the conftruction of 
which they neither employ nails nor iron, the parts are faftened together with roots or 
twigs, which withftand the deftruftive action of water. They have the precaution to 
infert between the joints of the planks a light and porous wood, which fwells by being 
wet, clofes all the openings, and prevents the water from penetrating into the veffel. 
"When they have not this wood, they rub the chinks by which the water enters 
with clay. 

The conftant motion obrervable on the Menan prefents the eye with a pleafing 
variety. The dignity of thofe who pafs is eftimated by the number of the rowers. 
Each boat has a fmall room in the center, with a roof of leaves, interwoven in a tafteful 
manner: it is fupported by four pillars faftened to the fides of the boat. The two 
fides have blinds of mats to keep oft' the rain and fun. Only the King, the royal 
family, and Europeans, are allowed to have curtains. Every one elfe is excluded from 
a privilege, the enjoyment of which could hurt no one. 

Although agriculture is much neglected the ancient Kings of Siam were obliged to 
till the earth at the commencement of each feafon. The intent of this ancient cuftom 
was to ennoble an art, which, by a remains of barbarifm, the nations of Europe leave to 
the loweft ranks of fociety. The Kings having degenerated from the fimplicity of 
primitive manners, have been fearful of committing their dignity, by devoting them* 
felves to occupations, which the meannefs of thofe who follow them feems to have 
rendered contemptible. Their fuperftition has taught them to fear that Heaven, irri¬ 
tated with this prevarication, would curfe the earth with fterility ; therefore, not to 
feem to have abolifhed a cuftom, confecrated by its antiquity, the name bf king is given 
to a mercenary, who, for a day, exercifes the funftions of royalty, and enjoys all the 
prerogatives attached to it. 

Experience has fhewn that, though Kings are no longer hufbandmen, the lands are 
not Id's fruitful ; therefore they do not now beftow the name of king on the individual 
who, by his buffooneries, profaned the dignity of that facred title. They at prefent 
confine themfelves to giving him the name of Grand Lord of the Rice. On the day 
appointed for this ceremony, lie repairs to the field pointed out for him to till. He is 
mounted on an ox, and followed by all his officers, who take care to colleft all the 
rights annexed to royally, but the collection is not very confiderabie, by the precaution 
taken to leave nothing on that day in his way. After he has tilled a fmall portion of 
the land, he returns to the city in the fame order. The affembled multitude celebrate 
games and feftivals in honour of him. The next day the depofed monarch returns to 
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his original infignificancy, and the profit he derives from this mafquerade fcarcely 
fuifices to maintain him for a year. 

It is not from a principle of avarice that the Siamefe do not fliew their hofpitality; 
a natural and unconftrained politenefs unites all hearts; and as generofity is not 
ruinous, they willingly provide for die wants of die unfortunate. The poor unable to 
work is never reduced to the difgraceful neceffity of begging for his fubfiftence : his 
compaflionate neighbours fupply his wants. Begging is a difgrace which attaches to 
the beggar and all his family. It is furprifing that a people with whom poverty is not 
burthenfome, and intereft does not engender thofe animofities which in other nations 
create as many enemies as citizens, fliould be guilty of a mod prepoflerous ufury. 
The Monarch lets the example to his fubjeQs : he has a treafure fet apart to lend at an 
imereft of 50 or even 100 per cent.- This ufury is never injurious, becaufc the bor¬ 
rower finds'the means of exerting his induftry, and of carrying on a privileged com¬ 
merce, without paying any duties. 

The parental authority accuftoms the children to an implicit obedience : the father 
is interfiled by natural affection, and by the law of the country, early to implant in their 
hearts the feeds of virtue ; for if afterwards the children fall into any mifdemeanor, or 
commit any crime, the whole family is included in the punifliment inflifted by the law, 
Politenefs and docility are the fruits of the inftructions bellowed on them. At the age 
of Teven, their education is entrufted to learned and virtuous Talapoins, whofe drefs they 
alfume, and which they quit when they return to the rank of citizen. Thofe who have 
not had fuch mailers are Ihut out from dignities, and they are fuppoled not to have 
acquired in a domellic education the neceffary knowledge to form the man of public 
bui'mefs. Their family allows them a penfion proportionate to their means, and fome 
have feveral Haves folely to wait upon them. As all the Siamefe are intended for trade, 
they merely teach them to read, write, and call accompts. The idolatrous priefts train 
their minds beneath the yoke of prejudices and fuperftition, and teach them errors which 
they would be happy to be able to forget. 

Two languages are in ufe among this people. The language of the country, and 
the Balay language, which both poffefs alphabets of few letters. The Siamefe has no 
conjugaiions nor dcclenfions like the Balay, which is the language of the priefts and 
muiilters of the law. It is written from the left to the right, as well as the Siamefe, 
which, like the Chinefe, is compofed almolt entirely of monofyllables, and like that 
loaded with many accents: the only difference is that the Chinefe form the line from 
the top to the bottom, and that the firlt takes the right, the others running towards the 
left. All other Aiiatic nations write from the right to the left. 

A Siamefe has not the privilege of poffeffmg arms, unlefs the King has granted it to 
him. This teftiraony that the Monarch bears of his valour, gives him the right of 
purchafing of them. Their indolence deprives them of the ufe of their feet, and their 
hams being inflexible makes walking painful to them. One is furprifed to fee their 
fentinels always lying on the ground. It will take twenty Siamefe to do in a year, what 
an European artifan would execute in a month. 

Although fuperftition has corrupted their minds, they tolerate all religions. Their 
veneration for the traditions of their anceftors does not infpire them with any averfion 
for other ceremonies. This obftinate attachment to error makes them believe that they 
have the fuperiorky over all nations, who do not think as they do ; but they only pity . 
thofe who have the misfortune to be deprived of that light which fliines for them ; 
difference of opinion never engenders hatred, and ambition there never covers itfelf 
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iffitli the cloak of religion to illumine the torch of civil difcord. A French traveller, 
who had long ftudied their character, was perfuaded that they were all born philo- 
fophers: it was alfo the opinion of the ancients, who affirm that it was in India that 
the firft fages fpread the benefits of philofophy. 

Their way of reckoning the days, weeks, and months, is in many points different 
from ours. Their year has twelve lunar months, which have no names, and which 
are diftinguifhed by the firft, fecond, third, &c., and as each year has more than 
twelve moons, at the end of two or three years they add a thirteenth month. Their 
cycle contains fixty years, while ours has one hundred. Each has its name, and as they 
have but twelve names, they repeat them five times in each cycle, to arrive at the 
number of fixty, which makes five revolutions of thofe twelve months in a cycle. 
To each revolution they add a word, which points out if it be the fir ft, iecomi or 
-third, &c. 

They begin the year with the new moon, which correfponds fometimes with the 
month of November, fometimes with that of December. They date their a£h either 
from the year of their cycle, or from that in which Sommona-Kodon put afide his 
human nature, to become a god. This method has been more ufed fiuce they have 
feen the Chriftians and Mahometans date their years, the one from Jefus Chrift, the 
other from Mahomet. 

The week is, like ours, compofed of feven days, each of which has the name of a 
plant, without their being able to explain the origin of fuch denomination. The length 
of the day and night is nearly always the fame. 

Their Sunday, which they call Vampra , is always on the fourth day of the moon ; in 
each month they have two grand ones, at the new and full moon, and two lefs folemn, 
on the feventh and twenty-firft. This day does not exempt them from labour, only fifh- 
ing is forbidden them ; and thofe who tranfgrefs this prohibition pay a fine, and are 
thrown into prifon, for having profaned the fanftity of that day on which the' Tala- 
poms, cut their beard, hair, and eyebrows. 

They have but two feafons, winter and fummer. The two firft months of their 
year, which nearly anfwer to our December and January, conftitute the whole of their 
winter. And the air one then breathes is as burning as that of our hotteft fummers. 
It feems very troublefome to the Siamefe, who are not clad ; and indeed the north 
winds which then blow, are (harp and piercing. Their winter is very dry, and the 
fummer very rainy ; for which reafon the Europeans look upon the rainy feafon as 
winter, and the dry feafon as fummer. 

The third, fourth, and fifth months compofe their minor fummer, the other feven 
are confidered as grand fummer. The minor is their fpring; but they have no 
autumn, nor any diftinct time for the harveft of their fruit, becaufe their trees bear 
them the whole year. They never lofe their leaves, and thofe which fall are imme¬ 
diately replaced by others: the fap rifes during all feafons of the year. Although 
they only reckon one grand fummer, they would be more correct if they admitted two, 
becaufe twice a year they have the fun vertical j the firft lime, when it paifes from 
the line to the tropic of Cancer, and the other when it returns from that tropic to 
the line. 

The torrid zone would be uninhabitable, as the ancients erroncoufty believed, if the 
fun did not attract the clouds and rain. The wind conftantly blows from the pole 
moft diftant from that ftar ; fo that when it advances towards the ar&ic pole the wind 
conies from thefouth; on the contrary, when it approaches the antarctic pole, one 
experiences the daily inconvenience of a north wind. Thus, during fummer, the Jun 
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being to the fouth of the line, the north winds have an agreeable frefhnefs.; and when 
it is to the north of the linej the fouth winds bring rain and clouds, which moderate 

the fcorching heats. ... r , . . 

The character of the Siamefc partakes much of the nature of their climate. I heir 
body enervated by the heat, poffefles neither vigour nor defires ; they attach an idea ot 
bafenefs to works which require ftrength, and every thing which is troublefome to 
them appears mean. Contented with the riches that natuie has lavilhtd on them, they 
do not envy the productions of other climates, nor will they brave the feas to obtain 
imaginary riches. The cloaths in requeft among other people to them would be 
troublefome; their dilhes are plain, and their fauces arc never varied. It Teems that 
their whole happinefe confifts in infenfibility. _ 

'I’he education of the Siamefe girls infures the innocence of their manners. Cautious 
mothers prohibit them from all intercourfe with the men, more efpecially with the bafe 
corrupters, who make a merit of fed u ft ion. To avoid the eftefts ot too warm a tem¬ 
perament, they marry them at the age of twelve, as well to fulfil the laws of nature, as 
to give fubjefts to the ftate. There are many who, rebels to the empire of the climate, 
never fubtnit to the yoke of marriage; but there are none who do not wait the arrival 
of old age before they embrace a religious life. Though one man may have many 
wives, only the great and rich ufe this privilege, more adapted to trouble the tranquillity 
of the foul, than to reprefs the intemperance of the pallions. 

When the great take feveral wives, it is lefs from inclination than from luxury. The 
chief has exciufive privileges : the others are only Haves, degraded by the name of 
« little wives:’' they are fubfervient to the will of the firft. Their children partake 
of the meannefs of their condition : they ftyle the author of their days, “ My Lord 
the King the others born of the firft wife merely call him father. 

It is from among women of proved virtue that they demand a girl in marriage. 
Before an an Twer is given, the parents give the hour of the birth ot their daughter, and 
receive that ot the boy. 

Soothfayers are confulted to know if the marriage will be happy. Thofe that make 
the demand carry betel, and if the parents carry it to their mouth, it is a fign they give 
their confent. The young man takes his miftrefs a prefent of fruits ; and on the third 
vifit he pays her, the two families affemble, and the marriage ceremony is performed 
without the affiftance of the priefts. They are perhaps the only people on earth who 
have not ftamped the feal of religion on an union fo important to fociety. It is true, 
that fome days after the ceremony theTalapoins go and throw holy water on the married 
couple, and fay prayers to purify them. 

The weddings are celebrated with much folemnity at the girl’s parents, who give 
feafts and entertainments, at which mercenaries are hired to dance and fmg. The 
married pair and their relations would think they erred againft propriety if they were 
to join in thofe dances. The marriage is only confidercd as a civil contra ft; between 
two free perfons, who have bound it with their confent, and that of their parents, and 
which deprives the woman of the liberty of breaking the union ; but the hufband "can 
put her away, by giving her a certificate of repudiation. There are certain cafes in 
which the woman has a right to demand a reparation, and Che hufband feldom refutes 
it; it is interefting to him to get rid of a woman whofe heart he no longer poffefles. 
The marriages are generally fruitful, and it is not uncommon for them to have twins: 
but if the ripenefs of the woman is premature, Ihe foon ceafes to bring children, and 
their own bounty exhaufts them. 


The 
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The nuptial couch is feidotn polluted by adultery. The right which the hufoands 
poflefs to hill their wives taken in the aft is not the only check to incontinence. The 
women, always occupied with domeftic duties, have, no time to carry on intrigues. I hey 
never alfifl at thofe games and amufements where the impure and burning breath of 
the pailions is inhaled. Retired within their houfes, they receive no vifits from thofe 
dangerous feducers, who unblufilingly betray their hofls or their friends. It is alio 
the wife who cultivates the earth; ihe wakes at the dawn of day, and prepares for 
her indolent fovereign a breakfaft of rice and fait fifli, which he takes, and after this 
firfl meal he deeps till dinner time; and when he has fatisfied his appetite, he again 
devotes himfelf to deep, which he only interrupts to game, or take fomc amufement, 
till the hour of flipper arrives. The wife, humble and fubmiffive, has neither the 
privilege of fitting nor eating with her hulband ; ihe is active and careful in preparing 
the viands, and when he has dined, die withdraws to dine in- her turn. She never 
goes in the fame ballon; and when admitted to the conjugal bed, die has a lower 
pillow, to remind her of her inferiority. t - 

All thofe invited to the wedding are obliged' to fend a prefent, and it often forms 
the richeft dower of the bride. Marriage is forbidden in the full degree of relation- 
fliip; but they may marry their coufin-germans, and even two fillers, one after the 
other; hut if they have married the voungell fug, they then mull not marry the 
other. The Kings are not fobject to this law ; they marry their nearell relatives, and 
fometimes their own filler. The fuccefiion to the liulband belongs entirely to the 
principal wife, who is to divide it in equal portions among all her children. '1 he 
dcfliny .of the inferior wives is abfolutely dependent on the legitimate heirs, who may 
fell them, or allow them an arbitrary means of fubfiftence: they poflefs nothing but 
what the father gave them when living. The daughters of the inferior wives may be 
fold like cattle, or elfe they are allowed a fraall fubfiflence. Every hulband is fove¬ 
reign in his family; he can even fell his wives and children : but the lirlt wife is not 
lubjecl io this degradation ; he can only repudiate her, and then he is obliged to return 
her her portion. The children are equally divided between them ; but if the number 
is odd, the wife has one more than the hulband. 

There is a whimfical cultom which deranges all matrimonial agreements. Some¬ 
times the Monarch bellows a wife, of whom he is tired, on one of his favourites: it 
is a flattering diflinftion, which often conllrains the inclination. The wife given by 
lo refpeftable a hand partakes of all the prerogatives of the principal wife. Thofe who 
wilh to preferve their mailer’s favour, or who fear being difgraced, give this woman 
an abfolute dominion over all their houfe. 

The .chief wife only has the title of Queen. Her rule is abfolute within the palace: 
at her tribunal are difeufled the difagreements among the women and the eunuchs. 
She dillributes punilhments and rewards at pleafure; and thofe who are fufpe&ed of 
difputing her hufband’s heart with her, find in her an inexorable judge. She has her 
elephants, her officers, and her private magazines. She is only vifible to her eunuchs 
and her women. When Ihe goes abroad fhe is carried in a chair, enclofed with cur¬ 
tains, from which {he can fee every thing without being feen : all who meet her on 
the way are obliged to proflrate themfelves before this invifible idol. 

The Siamefe are furious in their fits of jealoufy, but this weaknefs is lefs a fentiment 
of love, than vexation of humiliated vanity at the preference given to a rival: they 
are no lefs jealous of their daughters than of their wives, and the punifhment they 
infliiSt for their fall is not Ms fevere, Jealoufy oppofes the pra£Uce of their virtues. 
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They are humane and compaffionate, yet they never (hew their hofpitality, which Is 
not neceflary in a country where all Grangers find eafy means of fubfifting. 

Although chaftity is in general obferved in their marriages, yet inftances are not 
wanting of women abandoning themfelves to their inclinations. Thofe convidted of 
this crime areexpofed to tigers to be devoured, or elle they are fold to a certain odious 
officer, who, by means of a tribute he pays the King, has the infamous privilege of 
proftituiing them for his own emolument. The accomplice of the adultrefs is involved 
in her condemnation: he is punifhed by the whip or the baftinade. 

Horrid defpQtifin tears daughters from the arms of their fathers; and thofe who 
cannot refolve to fee themfelves for ever parted from the fruit and objedt of their 
affection, prefer facrificing part of their fortune, rather than confent to io diftrefling 
a reparation. Daughters have no claim to the crown ; fcarcely do they enjoy the pri¬ 
vilege of liberty. It is the will of the dying father that fettles the fucceffion; thus a 
tyrant, while living, he (till reigns after his death. He often gives the preference to 
the fon of a concubine over that of the legitimate Queen: but it is generally force 
which decides the right of the competitors for the throne* 

Slavery gives an abfolute power to the mafter, who may exadt the bafeft employ¬ 
ments from his Have. Slaves are born fuch, or become fo. The infolvent debtor and 
the priibner of war are deprived of their natural liberty, but the children bom during 
their flavery are not included in their debafement. The flave for debt regains his 
liberty when he has fulfilled his engagements. Although a mafter decides at will on 
the lot of his flave, he has no power over his life. He who pofTefles many, allows 
them, on paying a remuneration, to work for others. Thus they are rather vaffals 
than adbual Haves, fince by paying a tribute to their mafter they enjoy all the advan¬ 
tages of liberty. 

The King only fees in his fubjedls a bafe horde of flaves, who are obliged to work 
for him fix months in the year : but though his power is unlimited, the fidelity of 
his fubjedls is not the lefs fulpedted. He cannot but know, that he who dares do 
every thing, is always reduced to the neceflky of fearing every thing; and fad expe¬ 
rience has taught him, that the farther one extends one’s privileges, the more one 
multiplies one's enemies ; and that the throne of defpotifm is often ftained with the 
blood of him who fills it. The fear he infpires, by never appearing but with all his 
forces, banifhes affedtion* Afia, at all times, has been the country of flaves, and the 
fanguinary theatre of revolutions ; becaufe the interefts of the people are always dif- 
tindt from thofe of a defpot. There has never been found in Alia a body compofed 
of magiftrates, who watched over the fafety of the chief and of the public. All arbi¬ 
trary power is an attack again!! the rights of mankind, while the authority didlated by 
the law is conftant, and has nothing obnoxious in it. 

Old age is as honourable at Siam as it was formerly at Lacedemon. It is a homage 
that the new inhabitants of the world pay to thofe about to quit it. The fad privilege 
of age^ gives more diftindtions than rank itfelf. The Mandarin, exalted to eminent 
rank, is obliged to give way to his inferiors who are older than himfelf. A child 
would be efleemed a monfter if he deviated from the refpeQful affeftion due to a 
parent; and he who fhould be unnatural enough to bring him before any tribunal, 
would become the objedt of public execration. On the contrary, the law places the 
children in entire dependence on their father, who may fell them, but not take away 
their life. 

Every oppofite Teems united to form the charadler of this people. They take no 
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pains to acquire, yet preferve with anxiety what they poffefs. Avaricious without an 
obicft, they prefer burying their wealth to ufing it. Gendenefs and politenels are 
virtues which are natural to them; but when they give way to anger, their fury is 
boundlefs and unreftrained. Indolence prevents them from feeling the anxious and 
painful fentiinent of hatred; but when it is awakened, it ftalks with poifon and the 
dagger. The effufion of human blood is held in horror; their common quarrels end 
by a few blows and coarfe abufe. Their lazinefs renders them diffimulating and taci¬ 
turn. It is this principle of indolence which has fanftified their cufloms and perpe¬ 
tuated their errors. Admiration is a fentiinent they never experience ; and whatever 
might excite curiofity, leaves them in a ftate of ftupidity. 

It feems that nature, forefeeing that they would be rigid mailers, and incapable of 
command, has given them low and fervile inclinations, to fweeten the bitternefs of 
their condition. They are mean and cringing when you affume the tone of fuperiority 
with them. The inward confcioufuefs of their weaknefs makes them have recourfe to 
cunning to parry force. They beftow pride and contempt on thofe who teftify any 
regard for them. 

If they would vow an eternal friendship, they drink the fame arrack from the fame 
cup; or they lance fome part of the body to fetch blood, which they reciprocally 
drink. It was thus the ancient Scythians and Babylonians fealed their alliances: 
almoft all the modern people of the Eaft obEerve this cuftom. Notwithftanding all the 
faults attached to this nation, all travellers agree, that their morals are as pure as 
their heaven, and that mildnefs and moderation are virtues of their climate; and moil 
of their vices would be eafy to correft, if education affifted inclination. But the un¬ 
cultivated mind never diftinguilhes the good from the excellent, and they aft without 
giving themfelves the trouble to refleft or reafon. 

The Siamefe, to prefer ve cleanlinefs, enter into very troublefome minutias. They 
perfume part of the body, to afford an agreeable finell; and it would be failing in 
politenefs to pay a vi/it without having bathed. They take as much pains to blacken 
their teeth as the Europeans take to keep theirs white. They pluck out the root of 
the beard, which in all hot countries is a troublefome excrefcence; but they fuffer 
their nails to grow, as the Chinefe did before their country was invaded by the Tar¬ 
tars. They walh their hair with fcented waters and oils. Notwithftanding the pains 
they take to preferve their cleanlinefs, they infpire Europeans with invincible difgull 
when they open their mouths or fliew their hands. Their teeth, ftained black, leem 
fo many bits of ebony; their nails, and more efpecially thofe of the right hand, which 
they fuffer to grow, refemble the claws of fome carniverous animal: it is, neverthe- 
lefs, by thefe marks that the elegant and poliftied man is diftinguifhed from the fervile 
and clownilh. The gay women, and thofe who wifh to charm, never Ihew themfelves 
without having falfe nails three or four inches long. 

Frugality is a virtue attached to climate, and as nature has not multiplied their wants, 
they are rich in the midft of indigence, or at leaft in the privation of things which 
opinion has made wants with us. The Siamefe have neither tables, cloths, napkins, 
knives, fpoons, nor forks; every thing ferved up to them is ready cut, and, among 
the great, the commoneft veffel is of China or Japan. They never ferve in flat difhes, 
even at the King’s table. Rice and dry or falted fifli are exceeding cheap; and for a 
halfpenny a Siamefe fatisfies all his wants. Thus this people, without any anxiety as 
to the means of fubfifting, give themfelves up to idlenefs, and every houfe refounds 
with the fong and fhouts of mirth, which are not heard among nations where luxury, 
extending our wants, renders the means of fubfifting more difficult. Their coarfe 
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palate is not offended at the odour of rotten filh and addled eggs. They eat grafs- 
bopDers, rats, lizards, and all kinds of infects defpifed by Europeans. 1 heir fauces 
are made with a little water, into which they put garlick, cibol, and balm. As they 
have no faffron, they ufe a root which, reduced to powder, has the tafte and colour of 
it. They have no oil from nuts or olives ; they only ufe the oil of cocoa. T heir 
cows give little milk, but the female buffalo fupplies the deficiency. The heat of the 
climate prevents butter from attaining any confidence. T he Belli of animals they do 
rot care about; they only eat their entrails, as being more eafy to digeft. It tnuft not 
be imagined that there is any whim in their tafte; all the meats are void of juice and 
of difficult digeftion. The Europeans, who are moll voracious, feldom ufe them after 
they have been fome time in the country. Sobriety, in all hot countries, is a virtue 
of climate. The price of meat is fo low, that a cow is only worth fivepence. It is 
true, mutton and goat are dearer, becaufe the Maures confume a great deal. Poultry, 
js not worth the fattening; each kind is the more multiplied, as the heat of the climate 
fuffices to hatch the eggs. 

One would think that people, among whom fobriety is a general and common virtue, 
would be exempt from all thofe difeafes which are the bitter fruits of intemperance. 
but every climate has its germs of benefits and evils; and to judge of the fobriety of 
different people, one fiionld know the different degrees of heat of their ftomachs. One 
would be obliged to coufefs, that he who eats the Icaft is often the mod intempei ate. 
Diffenterics, putrid fevers, fluxions of the bread, make great ravages, i lie rains, 
which fail a great part of the year, caufe coughs, hooping-coughs, and rheumatifms^ 
as frequent as in Europe. The difeafes which punilh incontinence are there numeious; 
but of all the feourges which afflict this kingdom, the imall-pox facrifices the greatei 
number of victims. 

Nothing is fo contradictory as the portraits of this people, whom fome reprefent as 
fwimming in abundance, and others as languiihing in. the bofom of poverty, tra¬ 
vellers, in the accounts they have given us of this kingdom, are by no means agreed : 
they have only fpoken of what they have feen. Thus fome lent there by Monarchs 
have admired a fhewy court, which invented feftivals to fheiv its power; others, at¬ 
tracted by commerce, have only beheld a people deftitute of every thing which with 
them was a real want. Their table is never covered, with delicate meats, and the 
murderous art of cooks does not tickle their palates. The fimplicity of the apart¬ 
ments and furniture makes them defpife fuperfluity, and confine themfelves to what is 
neceffary. 

European architects could not here exercife their talents. Their houfes, which are 
all made on the fame model, are built with bamboo: they are raifed thirteen feet 
above the furface of the earth, becaufe the water, during the inundaiions, rifes to that 
height. They are all built on piles, and the ftaircafe, which is without, is a ladder 
fimilar to thofe of our windmills. They have ramps of hurdles for the domeftic ani¬ 
mals to afeend, whofe ftables are in the air. Thefe lingular houfes have their conve¬ 
niences and luxuries. The apartments are tapeftried with painted cloth, and the deling 
is covered with white muffin. There are no beds, becaufe the Siamefe never undrefs 
to lleep, unlefs it be to change their wrappers. (Jealoufy, which tyrannifes over all the 
people of the Eaft, does not allow the Siamefe to practife hofpitality ; they are fearful 
of expofing their women to the eager gaze of a ftranger.) 

The houfes of the great refemble immenfe preffes, where the mafter, his wife, and 
children are lodged; the fubaltern wives with their children, and each Have with his 
family, occupy a feparate apartment. The pagodas are larger than high; they have 
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neither vault nor deling: the tiles which cover them are varnifiied with red, with 
trolden fillets. The gardens, which are numerous, are not fpacious ; the walks are very 
narrow, and three perfons can fearedy walk abreaft. Flowers every where perfume 
the air; the variety of trees prefents an agreeable relief, and the fountains maintain a 

Nakednefs does not alarm their modefty, but by a feminism of propriety, their loins 
and thighs are covered with painted linen, or fometiraes with gold or filver itutf. 
Thecuftomof appearing in public half naked, is rather introduced by the heat of trie 
climate, than to excite libidinous ideas. There is no country where all parts tnat can 
be offenfive to modefty are more carefully concealed. Some French folders m the 
fuite of the Ambaffador fent by Louis XIV. expofed therafelves quite naked rathe 
liath. This fcandal made the people murmur, and they were obliged to give them. 

wrappers to Hop the complaints. ' 

The children are in a perfect Hate of nudity till the age of five, and at that age they are- 
clothed with a waiftcloth or wrapper which they mult no more quit, they arenot 
{tripped of them, even when it is necelfary to chaftife them, the people of the Last 
look on it as infamous to ftrikeany one on the expofed parts or the body. I heir 
morals forbid difcipltne and rods, which are in ufo among pohihed nations, where they 
do not fcruple to wound the feelings of children, by inflicting on them the lame pumih- 
ments which the law in its vengeance awards the guilty- .... . A 

The mandarins wear a muffin ffiirt, .without any collar, and which leaves the Uomach 
bare. The great in winter wear a kind of cloak in the form of a fcarf. The Kmg 
puts on a brocaded veil, which is generally edged with the fined laces of Luiope. 
He is the only one who may appear with this ornament, unlefs iome fa.ouiitc 
may have received it from his hands. fhofe who accompany him in the chace 01 to 
war, mud be cleathed in red, and the veft which is given them is always of that colour, 
doubriefs to put them in mind that they are deffined to died the blood of the enemies 
of their country. 

Although the Siamefe always go bare-headed, the Kings and grandees of the Hate, 
on days of ceremony, wear a white pointed bonnet; 1 that of the Monarch, fpaikles with 
jewels, and it is by his richnefs that lie is diftinguifhed from others. I hey never make - 
ufe of hats, but in journeys, or on the rivers, where the fun is flronger. ^ iheir fhoes 
are pointed and without quarters; they take them off from refpebt on meeting the King 
or their fuperiors. 

The Siamefe have funeral ceremonies peculiar to themfelves, The biers are of wood, 
gilt on the outfide ; and they confume the inteftines, to prevent the ill efforts of putre* 
faction. W hile they are occupied in preparing the funeral pomp, they burn tapers and 
perfumes round the dead. During the night priefls chaunt funeral hymns,, which in— 
flrutf the foul in the way it ought to take to arrive at its ccleftial residence. They 
thenbumthe body to the found of mftruments, in prefence of its family and friends, 
who are clothed in white. Although religion does not enter into their funeral cere¬ 
monies, it is cuftomary to have the Talapoins prefent, to fwell the pomp, Iheir refpeft 
for the tombs is inviolable, for which reafon treafures are fometimes found in. them, 
which rich mifers hide there, as in a fafe depot; but it often happens that rogues make 
no fcruple of Jearching the fepulchres to carry off the wealth. When the relations 
have fufficiently cried and filed tears, feafts and entertainments fucceed thefe feenes of 
lorrow; they exert themfelves to fliake off a tranquillity which would inceffantiy. recal 
the remembrance of what they had folk 
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The honour of the funeral pile is not conferred on every body. Criminals who 
perifh by the law, women who die in childbed, all thofe who have died a violent death 
are condemned to be buried in the bowels of the earth; which is the greateft difgrace 
impreffed on the memory of the dead. They are confidered as criminals ftruck by the 
vengeance of heaven, which never falls on the innocent. This belief gives them an 
invincible repugnance to our religion; and they cannot conceive how Jefus Chrift fliould 
have fuffered the ignominy of the crofs, if he had diftinguilhed himfelf by acts of virtue. 

The cuftom of carrying provifions to the tombs has led to a belief that they invoke 
the dead: but this fuperftitious pra&ice has no other fource than the dread oi appari¬ 
tions, whom they would prevent by their gifts, of which the animals profit. 

Mourning, which is the expreffion of grief, is fliewn under different forms. Fathers 
and mothers who have loft their children fometimes devote themfelves to a religious life; 
others fliave the head, and wallow in filth, to evince their alienation from things here 
below. 

The funeral expences, are extended even to parrots. One of thofe birds, which the 
Grand Prince had been very fond of, got it to be believed that the foul of fome 
Monarch had paffed into its body, and that therefore it was fit to pay him honours 
proportionate to his dignity. A large pyramid was erected, to which they afeended 
by fteps; on the top was a platform on which the body of the deceafed bird was to be 
burnt, which was carried in a golden cage. This feftival lafted eight days, during 
which, the Talapoins fucceeded each other in their prayers. I he people in crowds ran 
to the puppet-fliews and theatres, and linens, copper vales, and little Chinefe looking- 
glaffes were thrown to them. At laft the ceremony ended by reducing the defuntt 
parrot to afhes, whofe funeral furpaffed in magnificence thofe of the principal officers 
of ftate. 

CHAP. IV. — On the Government. 

THE kingdom of Siam is governed by a defpot, who difpofes at his will of the 
fortunes and lives of his fubje&s, who are only a bafe horde of flaves. As the Monarch 
alone has the privilege of condemning to death, the moft flattering name they give 
him is. Lord of life. When the fentence of the criminal is pronounced in one of the 
tribunals eftablilhed in each province, the proceedings are fent to the court, where the 
motives of condemnation are re-examined, and if the proofs are unequivocal, the fen¬ 
tence is confirmed, and the criminal is taken to the place where the offence was com¬ 
mitted, to be executed. There is no country where they obferve more formality to 
fecure the life of the fubjeft, and none where the punifhments are more fevere. 

Every Siamefe owes fix months’ fervice every year to the Monarch : and while he ia 
employed in laborious works, he is ftill obliged to live at his own expence. The flave 
more privileged than the free-man, only works for a mafter who maintains him. The 
owner difpenfes with his labour, upon his paying a certain fum. Public and private 
deftiny depend on the caprices of a mailer, buried in luxury, and fometimes in the 
mqft beaftly debaucheries. This invifible tyrant paffes his days effeminately with 
women in an impenetrable feraglio, or with idolatrous priefts, who to fecure their power 
flatter his weakneffes, and leave his mind to languilh in eternal infancy. It is there that, 
enervated by luxury, and feduced by the voice of bafe corruptors, he thinks that all 
his fubjefts partake of his happinefs, his ear is fhut to the groans of the wretched, 
who can oppofe no refiftance to avaricious oppreffors, who aft with impunity. There 
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are fet days on which the great have the privilege of approaching the Monarch: but 
inftead of reprefenting the public mifery, it is then they afford the nation an example 
of the moll humiliating flavery; and convinced that by a look he can advance them, or 
annihilate them, they approach him trembling, and pay him thofe honours they icarcely 
beftow on the divinity. 

The fubject is never in reality poffeffor of a field or a garden, fince if the produc¬ 
tions are efteemed, a foldier comes and claims them for the King, or fome favorite 
minifter. Thefe faithlefs ravifhers count the quantity of thefe fruits juft as they pleafe, 
and make the proprietor reiponfible for them. If when they ripen, the number of 
fruits is not complete, the poffeffor is punifhed as if he was really guilty of theft. There¬ 
fore fome prefer cutting down their trees, to expofmg themfelves to be punifhed for not 
having fufficiently watched the prefervation of what they can no longer hope to enjoy. 

This defpotifm (titles talents and induftry. The workman is fearful of acquiring the 
reputation of excelling in his art, becaufe that fuperiority would expofe him to be 
obliged to work without wages, for an ungrateful m after, who only knows how to 
punilh. Thus during their fix months of fervice, they fill their employments without 
tafte, and without diltin&ion; they fear to give their work a degree of perfection, 
which would be punifhed by an eternal fervitude. 

The Kings have as many worfliippers as fubjects, their palaces infpire the fame refpeCt 
as the temples of the divinity. No noife interrupts its filence. The officer who has 
duties to perform muff not enter when he has drank arrack, or any liquor which may 
affect the reafon, and caufe him to forget his duties. The Monarch, to avoid the fatigue 
of talking, gives his orders by figns. His guard is numerous, and he only trufts the 
care of his perfon to a foreign military, and more efpecially to a company of Tartars of 
approved courage. He has befides a corps of Indians, who boall of being the iffue of 
the blood of Kings. Their courage riles above all dangers; but it muff be excited by 
opium, which making them ftupid, infpires them with an intrepidity, which refults from 
ignorance of danger. 

The refpeCI paid to the Kings, is extended even to the animals devoted to their fervice; 
it is more particularly for their elephants that they fhew the mod veneration: officers 
are appointed to ferve them with ceremonies, humiliating to human nature, and the 
omiflion of which would incur fevere punifhments. The Siamefe believe that thefe l'aga- 
cious and docile animats contain the foul of fome Prince or fage. The enclolure of the 
palace is filled with unarmed foldier®, to prevent the temptation of attempting the 
Monarch’s life. They fometimes arm (laves, to augment the pomp of ceremonies, 
although there are pages in the interior of the palace, who have all their peculiar 
functions. Only women are allowed to enter the King’s apartments, to keep them 
clean, and prepare his meals. This terreftial god never thinks himfelf fo fafe as 
when furrounded by a weak and timid fex. 

Nobility is not hereditary, and the ufelefs or corrupt fubjedl is deprived of thofe 
diftinftions with which the country had rewarded the fervices of his anceftors. The 
firll clafs is compofed of thofe elevated in dignities. The father deprived of his 
charge, returns with his children into the clafs of Ample fiibjedts. The priefts do not 
form a feparate body in the flate, becaufe not being tied by vows, they can at any time 
re-unite themfelves to the general mafs of the nation. 

Although thefe people are not warlike, every body is a foldier from their birth, and 
when the flate is threatened they are all obliged to take the field for fix months; they 
are fupplied with arms, elephants, and horl'es; and it is only on that condition, that they 
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are compelled to bear arms. They range them beneath the colours of a chief they 
call Nai, a name of honor, which the Siamefe give each other, as we ufe that of 
Sir. Each diltrict has its Nai; he who poffeffes ieveral dignities has different names; 
and the King gives him a new one every time he beftows an office on- him. As foon 
as a ffranger appears at court, the Monarch gives him a name of favour anaefteem, by 
which he is called as long as he refides there. 

The Siamefe inervated by the climate, have always too much dreaded the hard/hips 
of war, to have made any progrefs in the military art. Their too ardent imagination 
exaggerates perils, and few or no examples are found of that cool and deliberate 
intrepidity, which feem natural to northern nations. At the fight of a fword, a hundred 
Siamefe would runaway, and when a European fpeaks to them in a high and threatening 
tone, they are confounded, and yield a mean fubmiffion. 

The doctrine of the metempfycofis fupports their pufillanimity. From that arifes 
that invincible averfion to thofe who filed human blood; and in aftion, they prefer 
making /laves to getting rid of their enemy by the fword. When two armies meet, 
that which gives the firft volley is fure of the victory ; the whiffling of the balls 
throws the other into fear and confufion. Though the Siamefe are not born for 
war, they have fometimes been fuccefsful in it, becaufe their enemies are as cowardly 
and undiciplined as themfelves. T he art of fortifying towns is abfoJurely unknown 
to them. The thick forefts, the great number of canals, the annual inundations 
which cover the country, they efteem a fafe and more natural defence than all the 
works of art. In building citadels they would be fearful of being expofed to the 
neceflity of retaking them. Their coarfe and imperfeCt artillery is of little ufe in 
the attack or defence of places ; they have in fail no cannon but thofe which have 
been given to them by the French, and fome the Portuguefe have caff for them, but 
if they had better, they want courage and art to ufe them. 

Their wretched and cowardly infantry has alfo the defeCt of being ill armed. They 
have few cavalry, and they put their whole confidence in the number of their elephants, 
who are often as fatal to them as to their enemies, efpecially when thefe animals are 
wounded; they then turn their rage againft their conductors whom they trample 
tinder their feet. The Siamefe draw up in battle in three lines, each of which forms 
a fquare batallion fupported by fixteen elephants who carry a particular ftandard } 
they employ oxen and buffaloes to draw their artillery, which they have not the 
addrefs to place on carriages. A few difeharges of cannon give the fignal for the 
fight, and very often end it, r L his found Ipreads an univerfal terror, and often both 
parties equally frightened, difperfe themfelves in the woods. Many neighbouring 
people be/ore they go into action take a good deal of opium, that they may become 
infenfible to danger. The Siamefe do not ufe this method, but it is from a principle 
of cowardice; they would fear that an excels of courage might raflily involve them 
in dangers. 

They are no more formidable by fea than by land. The ftate fcarcely maintains 
five or fix /hips to protecl their commerce; they are only manned by foreigners who 
have orders to avoid fighting, unlefs certain of victory. The aim of thefe armaments is 
to make prizes, and not the glory of victory. They keep, befides, fifty galleys, which 
rot in their ports, and never leave the coa/ls. 

The King of Siam has no regular troops like the monarchs of Europe. All his 
militia confifts cl a few companies of guards, who grow old in the pacific employments 
of the palace, and who never inarch to aaion. When the fafety of the ftate obliges 

them 


HISTORY OB' SIAM. 


593 

them to look to the general fafety, they raife in a hurry a confuted multitude of 
men, without any dilcipline, as indifferent to the difgrace of defeat, as to the glory 
of fucccJs* 

Each Nai, or chief of a diftrift, difpenfes at pleafure with the military fen-ice of thole 
who are rich enough to bribe his venal foul; and as none of thefe chiefs are animated 
by the love of glory, they only exercife their power to accumulate riches. Their guns 
are with match-locks, and very ill made; they ufe the lance, and carry a kind of bill 
at their girdle. Each foldier when he begins the campaign, fills two balkets with 
rice, which he carries on his fhoulders, and this fuffices for a month, i hey march 
without preferving any order, and this negligence expofes them to be frequently 
furprifed, when they lofe more men than in pitched battles, becaufe their precipitation 
to run away prevents the daughter. When the war becomes lengthened, and the 
flock of rice is exhaufted, famine kills more foldiers than the fword of the enemy. 
It is true that the government fends them frefh fubfiftence, but the officers charged 
with the diftribution, prefer felling it for their own emolument, than faving the life 
of a fubaltem, who dares not complain for fear of being punilhed in the next campaign 
by the generals whom he may have accufed. 

Some years ago, a comedian had the courage to reveal to the King the malverlations 
of his generals. He brought forward a piece, in which all the events of the laft 
campaign were reprefented i it was a bitter cenfure on the conduct of the fuperior 
officers. After many ludicrous defcriptions of war, he expofed the miferies to which 
the foldiers had been reduced. The King, moved at the aflefling picture, caufed 
the guilty to he arrefted; fome were punilhed with death, the reft purchafed their 
lives by the facrifice of their fortunes. Examples of juft feverity would be more 
frequent, if the truth could reach the throne ; but Afiatic monarchs think they partake 
of the privilege of divinity, by, like that, keeping themfelves invifible; and oppreffed 
by their idlenefs in the filence of their palaces, they abandon their fubjecfs to the 
fcourge of their mercilefs ininifters. The difficulty of fubfifting while marching and 
in camp, is not the only obftacle that prevents the progrefs of the armies. The 
command of them is entrlifted to men without experience or capacity. The honour 
of commanding excites no ambition, and the title of general is lefs efleemed as a favour 
than as a difgrace, becaufe they fee nothing but dangers attached to it. 

Their arfenal is filled with cannon and mulkets, rendered ufelefs by ruft j they are 
heaped together without order, and they never give themfelves the trouble to clean 
them. They have learned the fecret of making powder from the Europeans ; but 
what they fabricate has no ftrength, and they are obliged to procure what they ufe 
for the ehace from Europe. Their fortrefles are only parks furrounded with Hakes in 
which at certain diffances they make holes to put the camion through. So that the 
inundations and the rivers with which the country is interfered, are the ftrongeft bul¬ 
warks they can oppofe to foreign invafions. 

The prifons at Siam prefent the moll affecting objefl: it is there that a multitude 
of miferable beings languilh, to whom they refute the fame compaffion, which in other 
countries is Ihewn even to ufelefs and mifchievous animals. The government does 
not feed them. They are feen wandering about the city, chained leven and feven 
together ; they go from door to door begging their fubfiftence, and devoured with 
hunger they often fnatch what is refuted them. T heir lot during the night is Hill 
more cruel; they ffiut them up in a large circle of flakes in two rows, covered with 
leaves. All thefe criminals, befides the irons they are loaded with during the day, 
have alfo their feet confined between two pieces of wood, and their neck goes in a 
you. ix. 4 g ladder 


BIBTORY OF SIAM. 


594 

ladder from fix to feven feet long. Thus, during the time deftined to rejxife, they 
undergo a new punifhment. They oblige them by turns to call out all night, £t I fuch 
a one, of fuch a place, am detained here for fuch a crime j” and when no one 
calls our, the gaoler who is on guard, comes and wakes them with blows. The 
flench, infers, and vermin, double the horror of this anticipated hell, and the Siamefe 
look upon the prifon as a picture of the infernal regions. At the door there is a 
gilt idol, whom they revere as the awful judge of criminals after their death. It 
holds in its hands the chains with which they bind them, and all the inftruraents 
prefcribed by law to inflift juft punifhments. Prifoners who have the good fortune 
to be fet at liberty, never fail to go and return hiip thanks for their deliverance. They 
burn tapers before him in gratitude for his protefHon. 

The Siamefe, gentle and humane in the common occurrences of life, become cruel 
and ferocious towards thofe whom they condemn to death. The crime of facrilege 
is punifhed in a manner which makes humanity fliudder. A forge is prepared as if 
to heat iron, the face of the tranfgreflbr is placed on the hearth, his head on the coals 
which are not yet lighted: his whole body is fattened by chains in fuch a manner 
that he cannot move. When the judge has given the fignal, two pair of bellows 
are fet to work, which fet the coals on fire to confume the head of the criminal by 
degrees. 

The punifhment they inflift on affaffins infpires the mod unfeeling with horror. 
The criminal is made to lie down on his belly, and after being fecurely tied, a ftake 
of wood is forced up his fundament by the blows of a club, and it is driven till it 
comes out, either through the ftomach or through the flioulders: they afterwards 
raife this ftake, and flick it in the earth. It often happens that the fufferer dies 
under the operation, but fometimes the ftake pafles through the body without injuring 
any of the noble parts, and then the poor wretch for feveral days endures the molt 
horrible torments. 

The eafy means of fubfifting makes theft to be looked upon as the worft of crimes, 
and as the fign of a bafe and depraved foul; therefore whoever is convi&ed of theft 
is immediately forfaken by his family and friends, becaufe they would blufh to 
belong to the common enemy of fociety. This averfion to theft is carried to the 
moft fcrupulous minutenefs: thofe who pique themfelves on a nice and rigid honour 
never take up even loft things. It feems that they have adopted this maxim of Plato: 
“ what you did not put down, do not take up.” 

"When the crimes are not ferious enough to deferve death, or that the King would 
give him his life, the criminal is condemned to cut grafs for the elephants. Children 
are included in their father’s condemnation, and after they have finiihed the tafk fet 
them, they employ the remainder of their time in gaining their livelihood. The 
great officers convicted of malverfation are generally fentenced to this punifhment, 
which is feverer to them than to the common man, who has only his tafk to finifh* 
whilft a great man condemned to this labour is obliged to furnifh fubfiftence for feveral 
elephants, and as he pays dearly to mercenaries to cut the grafs, this expence exhaufts 
the riches he had accumulated by thofe exa&ions for which he is punifhed and 
if he does not perform his tafk, he is beaten with rods till the fkin comes from 
his bones. 

There is another punifhment which is never lnttiflcd hut by an expreis order from 
the King. It con fills in feveral incifions made on the head, and the number is always 
denoted. As foon as the criminal is placed on his knees, they cut off his hair, which 
is the greateft difgrace j the executioner then takes a fabre, and makes as many 
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incifions as the King Orders. Thofe condemned to death are led round the city 
iu a "boat, where a man from time to time ftrikes on a plate of copper; he then loudly 
proclaims why the criminal is condemned j which is inffiead of the fentence pronounced 
among us. 

Thofe punilhed without inflicting on them the pain of death, are expofed in the 
market place to the public gaze: it is much the fame as our pillory. The expenccs 
of juftice are fo ruinous, that thofe punifhments which do not inflict death exhauft 
the fortunes of thofe who have undergone them. '1 here is not a blow which does 
not at leaft colt about two lhillings, without reckoning what is given to the executioner, 
to engage him to moderate the drength of his arm: the cuts on the head are the 
molt expenfive. Every one pays about feven lhillings for fees in all procedures, 
whether civil or criminal. In default of written or tedimonial evidence, they have 
recourfe to the proof of fire or water, but none but the accufed ever undergo them y 
and when, in the proof by fire, he comes out with his feet unburnt, he is immediately 
acquitted. A pit is dug two feet wide and eight feet long, at the two ends piquets 
are planted at certain didances to fupport a cord bread high. He who is to undergo 
the proof is forbidden to walk for fome days, that the feet being foftened, may the 
more eafily receive the impreffions of the fire. - On the day appointed, this pit is 
filled with burning coals, and the accufed walks three times over them; after which 
he is conducted to the hall of judice, where his feet are examined, and if no burn is 
found, he is difchavged triumphant. The Siamefe are perfuaded that this method is 
infallible to difeern the innocent from the guilty. 

The proof by water is not fo fevere: the accufer and accufed are equally fubjefted 
to it. Two pillars didant from fix to feven feet from each other are erected in the 
river j the two champions let themfelves Aide, each from the top of his pillar, to 
the bottom of the water, and he who remains there the longed is declared innocent; for 
the Siamefe fay the devil torments the guilty under the water, which makes him come up 
to thefurface, while the other who has nothing to dread from this enemy, is not in fuch 
a hurry to appear. 

There is alfo anot her proof at which the priefts prefide: they give the accufer 
and accufed pills, which provoke vomiting, and he who retains them longed, is 
judged innocent. This proof is accompanied by many fuperditious ceremonies, 
during which the Talapoin denounces imprecations againft the prevaricator. To be 
prepared to meet the trial by fire, in cafe of committing any crime, all the Siamefe 
from their earlied infancy familiarize themfelves with fire, of which the weight or 
preffure of a body diminidies the afiton, more efpecially among people whofe foies of 
their feet are hardened by the cudom of walking bare footed. 

The legiflature to prevent crimes has impol’ed many obligations which confound 
the innocent with the guilty. When a dead body is found, they extend cords, with a 
radius of too fathoms, round the place where the murder was committed. AH the 
inhabitants contained in this inclofure pay a fine, proportionate to their proximity to 
the fpot. This law which has its evils, has alfo its advantages: the people are more 
careful of each others fecurity, and the roads are fafer. Theft, which many nations 
punifh with death, is here made good by paying double what was taken, and the judge 
ihares the reditution. 
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CHAP. V. — Of their Amufements and Shows. 

EXERCISES of the body among the Siamefe are regarded as fatigues only fit for 
flaves, and not as means of making the body graceful and the limbs flexible. The 
art of managing a horfe is abfolutely unknown to them. All the Siamefe walk with 
difficulty, and their hams are always ftiff, becaufe they are accultomed to keep them 
bent } and if they walk in their gardens, it is lefs to take exercife than to inhale the 
perfume of flowers, and enjoy the coolnefs of the waters. This lazinefs to which 
they condemn themfelves would be the fource of an infinity of difeafes ; but the heat 
of the climate caufes fufficient perfpiration to carry off the bad humours. By a 
Angular contradiction, thefe men who languifh in a ftate of conftant inaftion are as 
indefatigable as fkilful in managing the oar, which exhaufts the ftrength of the ftouteft 
people. 

It is furprifing that throughout all India, infancy has the fame amufements as in 
Europe. It is difficult to conceive how games, which are not infpired by nature, have 
been eftablilhed among people who have never been connected. The children of Lon¬ 
don like thofe of Siam, amufe themfelves with playing at ban's, at top, and foot-ball. 
The kite is a diverfion that all the monarchs of India procure their fubjeels; lanterns 
are tied to them, which fhine through the darknefs, and this light lupplies the abfence 
of the lun. A piece of gold is faftened to it, fur which the people fcramble when the 
firing happens to break. This amufement is looked upon as fo noble, that none but 
the fir ft officers have a right to hold the cord. 

This country lias its fhows and diverfions, common to all nations enlightened by the 
flambeau of the arts. Although nature has denied the Siamefe the organ of an 
agreeable voice, finging is their ruling paffion ; and from the origin of theirmonarchy 
the audiences that their King grants to ambaffadors are carried on in tinging. In 
new feftivals, every thing refounds with fongs already known, or impromptus, which 
are the weapons with which authors fight their battles of genius. 'They go to the 
temple finging. Whenever they go out in their ballons, the men and women mingle 
their voices, and form a concert which infpire a fimple gaiety. Europeans take 
much delight in them. They have neither fliakes nor cadences j the ufe of notes is 
unknown to them; they fing without rule or method. Thofe who go in ballons 
attack thofe who pafs in couplets, which they never fail to return in like manner. 
In the ceremony in which they waih their idols, feveral families affemble, and proceed 
finging to the pagoda: they all iorin a concert during the whole time the ceremony 
Jails ; and they return finging to their homes. In thort, this predominating paflion 
is fo general, that the fir ft miflionaries turned the rules of the rudiment into Latin 
fongs, the better to imprint them on the minds of their difciples, and this method 
had the molt happy fuccefs. They have pieces which they fing in feveral parts, and 
they execute them with the utmoft preciiion: the women fometimes take the bafs. 
1 hefe concerts would have their charms, if their hoarfe and difcordant inftruments 
were not too loud, and deflroy the harmony. The children leap for joy when they 
hear the found of the drum or hautboy : they have a kind of violin and bafs-viol 
which they disfigure to make them fhriiler. Their violins have but three firings and 
their hautboys are far from poffelEng the fweetnefs of ours. The crocodile 5 is a 
piece of wood hollowed out, and on the back of which are firings which produce the 
fame found as our pfalter. They have two kinds of drums, which pretty much refemble 
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our double drums, and they ft like on copper baft ns, which are more fonorous than 
harmonious. They hav'e no inftrument maker; each perfon makes his own, according 
to his own tafte: the natural fupplenefs of their fingers foon renders them expert in 

the ufe of them. < . at 

The organ is their favourite inftrument, becaufe it is that which makes molt nolle j 
and to have the pleafure of hearing it, they go with eagernefs to the Chriftian church. 
Several, from the mere habit of hearing, have, without a mafier, learnt to play it. 
All European inftruments pleafe them highly, but the molt noify always obtains the 
preference; fuch as hautboys, drums, trumpets, and fifes. All inftruments, on which 
they play feveral parts, are not to their liking, becauie they do not love any thing dif¬ 
ficult ; for which reafon they affect a contemptuous indifference for the harpfichord, 
harp, &c. The paflion the Siamefe entertain for ffnging fhould infpire them with a 
tafte for theatrical representations. All the pleafing arts are connected by a chain 
which unites them. Although plays are much frequented, the profeflion of a player 
is not the lefs ignominious and abject : whoever has practifed it is an outlaw: it im- 
pofes an indelible difgrace, which the fplendour of wealth or patronage cannot con¬ 
ceal: thus the anathema beftowed among us on this profeflion is not governed^ by 
national prejudice, lince the Greek and the barbarian equally attach an opprobrious 
idea to it. Women never perform; their parts are performed by men : they would 
conceive it to be wounding the delicacy of the fex if they were to expofe them to 
the public gaze. Their tragedies are only reprefentations of facts, or rather of fables, 
conftcrated by common credulity. Their comedies are the cenfure of the manners 
and the portrait of follies; and they ridicule with impunity the malverfations of place¬ 
men, who, like others, are wife enough to laugh at them. Women are forbid the 
profeffion of afiing ; and, by an inexplicable contradiction, they have dancing-women 
by profeflion, on whom the law' does not impofe any imputation. Although not fo 
numerous at Siam as among other nations of India, there are none of the governors, 
or great officers, who do not keep them in their pay; and whenever they give an 
entertainment, they do not fail to exhibit their talents to tempt flrangers to make 
them prefents. Within thefe few years they have invented a dance, which is much 
admired ; it is performed by a troop of young perfons of from ten to twelve years of 
age, who form a circle, and whole motions are guided by the found of inftruments. 
They fallen wings to their thighs, and wear behind them a cock’s tail, as fo many 
fymbols of their agility. The dances are compofed of feveral entrances. The dan¬ 
cers, always rnalked, either reprefent a battle or a hunting party : the more extrava¬ 
gant their attitudes, the more they are applauded. When the dance is a reprefent- 
ation of war, all the performers are armed, and thefe cowardly men infpire dread by 
their contortions. Whenever they bum the body of a minifter or great man, a 
theatre is ereCted on the fide of a river, where the a£tors appear habited according to 
their parts, and during three days they never quit the lcene, from eight in the morn¬ 
ing till feven at night. 

The puppet-fhows, much more bold than thofe of Europe, do not fcruple to fliew 
themfelves by day-light, to aftonifh by their deceptions. The firings which put them 
in motion are within the figure, and he who works them is concealed under the ftage ; 
thus every thing favours the deception. When a family is affembled to dance every 
one is feated. You do not there obferve thofe flourifliings of the arms difclaitned by 
nature, nor thofe movements of the feet, which are rather the image of frenzy and 
madnefs than the exprdfion of femiment. The groffeft buffooneries are received with 
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pleafure when mingled with obfcenity. All thefe amufefflettts are not very expenfive; 
the King or the nobles pay the charge. All fteady people abftain from drinking or 
eating at them; but if temperance prefides at thefe affemblies, the freedom of fpeech 
is well calculated to corrupt their manners. The Siamefe have not learned to blufli at 
obfeene language, for which reafon the Talapoins never appear at thefe reprefentarions; 
becaufe, being devoted to celibacy, they fhould be more referred, and refrain from 
hearing thofe things which might inflame their hearts with unholy fires. 

They have alfo wreftlers, who, inftead of the ancient gauntlet, arm the hands with 
cords. The feene is feldom fanguinary : ' the athletics only fight with fifticuffs and 
with their elbows. The race of oxen fupplies the place of that of horfes, fo much 
relifhed by many nations. Two oxen fattened to a plough run again!! two others 
equally haraeffed: they are trained to this exercife. The great and rich have confi- 
derable bets on their own oxen. 

The paffion for gaming is carried to excefs ; and when this mania has fwallowed up 
the fortune of a Siamefe, he fells even his wife and. children. Chefs and trictac are 
their favourite games; but they never play at cards. Cock-fighting attracts multi¬ 
tudes : as the field is always ftained by the death of one of the combatants, the priefts, 
who admit the metempficofis, pronounce anathemas againft this amufement; and they 
firmly believe, that whoever expofes his cock to death, will be beaten with rods of iron 
in the other world. 

All idle people are accuftomed to fmoke. This refource plunges them in a ftate of 
intoxication, which lightens them of the weight of their inanity. The Siamefe women 
are as much addifted as the men to this habit of ftnoldng j and the ftronger the to¬ 
bacco, the more agreeable it is to them. 

CHAP. VI. — The Arts and Sciences. 

THE bodily fluggifhnefs of the Siamefe feems to communicate ftfelf to their mind; 
and as they fear to aft, they avoid the fatigue of thinking. With them the arts lan- 
guifli in an eternal infancy. Whoever can read, write, and call accompts arrogates 
the title of learned. 

The Siamefe pofiefs a lively and docile imagination •, their objeftions are juft, and 
their repartees pointed. Their genius only needs cultivation ; and If the lazinefs inci¬ 
dent to the climate was not an obftacle to its energy, the torch of fcience and of the 
arts would illumine a country which now fcarcely (hews a few faint fparks. "Every 
one is there born a poet; but thofe they honour with that name feem governed by 
wild and wandering fancy, which owns no propriety of rules nor reftriftions of art. 
The Siamefe language only being compofed of monofyllables and gutteral diphthongs, 
cannot be very harmonious. Their hiftoric and moral verfes always borrow the aid of 
mufic, which conceals the blemilbes. 

The philofophy of the Siamefe has not reached the heavens, to" contemplate worlds 
gliding through immenfitv: they have bound it captive to the earth to aid their wants, 
and not to gratify a vain and barren curiofityt Aftronomy has not aflifted them to 
improve their navigation ; they have merely cultivated it to draw horofeopes; and that 
fcience, intended to enlighten mankind, has plunged them in the gloom of fuperfti- 
tion. It was from the celebrated Caffini that they learned to find the place of the fun 
.and moon by calculation. If they wera capable of application, and elpecially to follow 
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the thread of long reafoning, they would excel in every branch of the mathematics; 
but their too ardent imagination, although clear, expires in its birth, and they rarely 
embrace the principle and confequence. 

Arithmetic is the fcience molt cultivated, becaufe the moll ufeful to a commercial 
people. It has ten characters, of which the zero poffeffes the fame form and value as 
ours. The praftice of calculating enables them to refolve the mod difficult problems 
inftantly; but what they cannot feize at the firft moment, will never be underilood by 
dint of reflation: their fluggilh mind revolts and refufes to bend to the fame object. 

The art of healing is only founded on experience. The remedies which have faved 
one, are confidered as infallible to cure all others. All the recipes are only traditions 
handed down from their anceftors, which each family carefully preferves. They pay 
no attention to the different fymptoms, nor to the difference of conftitutions. They 
bargain with the doctor, who engages to cure the patient for a certain fum, which 
they are not obliged to pay him if he does not fucceed. His reputation never differs; 
and when the difeafe rebels againft his remedies, fuperftition is ingenious in juftifying 
the inefficacious means employed, and the death is attributed to the influence of witch¬ 
craft. The moll efteemed medicines are brought from China. The natural tem¬ 
perance of the Siamefe makes up for the incapacity of their dodtors and the inefficacy 
of their means. Difeafes are as numerous, but they are not fo fatal. The air of 
fwampy countries caufes many fluxes and abceffes. All diforders produced by cold 
humours are very rare. The ftnall-pox is the moll dreadful fcourge; and notwith- 
ftanding its ravages, they defpife the benefits of inoculation. The difeafes arifmg 
from incontinence were long unknown to them: it is a fad prefent they received from 
European corrupters. 

Anatomy and furgery are very little known among them: they employ foreigners 
to bleed, trepan, and perform all furgical operations. They make a religious fcruple 
to open dead bodies, and even thofe of animals : it is true the Talapoins wave this 
fcruple; and when the bodies are burnt, they look for foine pieces of flelh which they 
ufe for fpells in forcery. 

One ffiould know the nature of the climate to approve or condemn their method of 
cure. Their firft operation is to trample on the patient, who lies extended on the 
ground; becaufe they believe that, by foftening the body, they afford the bad 
humours a vent. They make ufe of this violent remedy with women with child, to 
procure them a more eafy labour: they have many practices in ufe wiih us; fuch as 
bleeding, cupping, leeches, purgatives, minerals, and fimples. All cooling remedies 
they look upon as deadly, from the belief they hold that heat is a principle of life. 
They forbid meat broths, becaufe they too much relax the ftomach. The patient is 
put under fuch ftridt diet, that a European who fliould fubmit to it would be foon 
exhaufted. They bathe in the fever, and all other diforders. Pork, fo defpifed- 
throughout the Eaft, is much ufed in convalefcent Hates. The Europeans have taught 
them the virtues of bark, and of feveral plants and vegetables, which they ufe with 
fuccefs. 

Impofture has introduced chemiftry; but this fcience, which difcovers the real trea- 
fures of nature : is only with them ffudied by knaves, who levy contributions on the 
credulity of the weak. Many Siamefe diflipate their fortunes in the feduciug foarch 
for the philofopher’s Hone. 

The pleafing arts are unknown among them ; at leaft they languilh imperfefit and 
neglefted. They fabricate no filk Huff. The fimplicity of their manners, and their 
averfion to luxury, makes them indifferent to all thofe ornaments and decorations fo 
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gratifying with us. Their cotton manufactures are in no eftimation, becaufe the colours 
are dull. 

Their architecture is uncouth, and the ftatues feen in their temples are void of pro¬ 
portion or elegance. Although they know how to make bricks, and their cement is 
excellent, their edifices decay as foon as erected, becaufe they do not dig foundations 
to fecure their mafonry, which would then become very fofid. 

They have no painters who are guided by the rules of art: they only paint monfters 
and chimeras. The difficulty overcome pleafes them, and they find no merit in 
imitating nature. The more fantaftic the figures, the more the artift is applauded ; 
and it is by compofitions of fancy that they ufurp the title of creative genius. Al¬ 
though in general all the arts with them only produce monfters, their goldfmiths pro¬ 
duce mafter-pieces; and they have works in fillagree and damafk which do honour to 
the induftry of the artift. Poffeffing the fecret of melting metals, and running them 
in moulds, they only ufe raw iron, and have not the art of forming it in the forge. 
Their imperfect knowledge of making time-pieces has produced but uncertain means 
of dividing the time: they have no clocks with wheels; the hours are diftinguiflied by 
a vafe, where the water enters by a hole; and each time that they come round, men 
hired for the purpole ftrike on a copper bell, to give notice that another period has 
fucceeded that which has for ever elapfed. 

The Siamefe fhew their induftry moft in beating of gold, and reducing it to very 
thin leaves. The king never writes to other fovereigns but on thefe kind of leaves. 
They are applied to ftatues and the moft precious ornaments j to the hilts of fwords 
and daggers; and the eye, deceived by the effetfs of art, takes all thefe works to be 
maflive gold. They have fkilful joiners, who, without either iron or nails, fucceed 
perfectly in joining the different parts. Although their figures are wanting in pro¬ 
portion and elegance, they have embroideries which are much efteemed, rather for 
the brightnefs of the colours than for the correttnels of the drawings. 

Skilful aftronomers have laboured to reform their calendar, and for want of aftro- 
r.omical tables, they have chofen two arbitrary epochas from which they date at 
diferetion. 


CHAP. VII. — Of their Commerce . 

| HE Egyptians, from the moft remote period, carried on a confiderable commerce 
with all the nations of the Eaft; and we ftill find among them many traces of cuftoms 
obierved by that people. All the ancient geographers, under the general name of 
India, included all the oriental regions: and when Mela fpeaks of the Seres, who were 
the moft eaftern people of the known wbrld, we may underftand the Siamefe and other 
different nations. 

Hiftorians inform us, that fuch was their honefty and confidence in trade, that they 
expofed their merchandize in bye places, and left them to the fidelity of their corref- 
pondent to make the exchange. It was from this country that gold and copper was 
obtained; and it was thofe metals that excited the avaricious ambition of Ofiris and 
Sefoftris. '1 he Lagides, and particularly Ptolemy Philadelphus, found the fources of 
wealth in the countries of India. The Venetians were for a long time the only maf- 
ters of their commerce ; the Genoefe afterwards fhared it with them; and thofe two 
nations were the moft opulent in Europe, until the time when the Portuguefe doubled 
the Cape of Good Hope, and opened a new pafiage to India. 
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Tt • trai i e has experienced great revolutions, becaufe the Indians, ^contented with 

their natural productions, have never coveted foreign ones f and it is there, ^ocahty 

of our warns that mfures the duration of commerce. Ihetr averfion towards other 
iv-inns their love for their own country, have always prevented taem tram lending 
colonies into other regions, or receiving of them among themlelves. I heir hmpkc.ty 
concealed from them the advantages to be derived from then foil; and fad ppflelTois 
of wealth, they have never been fenfible to the pleaiure of enjoying if. Although 
the country was rich in gold and fdver, the inhabitants made no ufe of thofe metals 
in their commerce i they exchanged the produce of their country for foreign imports. 

Some believe that Siam was originally called by the name of lam, which Ptolemy 
nbces three degrees beyond the equator. Its port attracted merchants irom all pans 
of the world. Arian and other writers have fpecified the principal merchaudiies drawn 

from thence in their time. n j - 

If the Siamefe were as irrduftrious as the people c. J.urppe, they r wouid denye an 
immenfe profit from the produaions of their country j but their invincible indolence 
has r endered the bounties of nature ufelefs to them. Although this fruitful foil con¬ 
tains the germ of plenty, the Siamefe will appear a poor people to whoever judges of 
the wants of others by his own. If they live deprived of thofe things moltefteemed m 
Europe it is not becaufe nature denies them, but becaufe the Siamefe delpiie them. 
They make no ufe of thofe duffs with which the vanity of civilized people would con¬ 
ceal their weaknefs: the heat of the climate forbids, their ufe. They do not feek for 
thofe wines and liquors which Itimulale a dainty palate; a cooling beverage muft 
an oear more wholefome and more delicious. Thofe chariots drawn by proud courfers, 
in which fo many ufelefs beings parade their vanity, can have no charms for a people 
who find more comfort in travelling in their ballons. 

Thus it is not the poverty of the foil which relaxes commercial mduftry: many 
obffacles are oppofed to the Granger's making a fortune there: the frequent revolu¬ 
tions of this kingdom overturn eftabliflimeats began with the greateft fuceefs. The 
opulent poffeffor finds himfelf fuddenly ftripped by an avaricious and ferocious con¬ 
queror who onlv makes war to enrich himfelf. The government, not diffidently 
acquainted with its own intereft, fetter the merchants, by fixing at their will the prices 
of merchandife j and the King, the mailer of trade, is the only one who buys from 
the ftranger, as lie is the only one who fells him the produaions of the country. This 
infolent defpot impofes arbitrary taxes, which fhut the entrance of his ports to the 

veffels of India and Europe. , I to A 

The trade of this kingdom was formerly flounfhing. A thouiand vefiels, as well 
from China, as from Europe, came there every year, and at this time, fo dy a 
dozen vifit their ports. The Maurs, the Japonefe and Europeans, have made .: ; 

fortunes there, but have not been able to preferve them. It is certain, that if. any of 
thofe "eniufes, which prefide at the counfels of, our Kings, were to direct their v 
to this?kingdom, they would find refources to fill up the void created by the bad * 
of the times. Twothoufand European foldiers would be fufficient to impofe laws on a 
bafe and pufilanimous people, who oiily wait feme bold ambitious aaventurer to chair 
their fetters. The riches carried oft' from their pagodas, by the Dramas, in the laft re¬ 
volution, far exceeded the fums due by thofe powers of Europe moft overwhelmed 
with debt; and though this country ftiould be ftripped of its fuperftuous riches, its in¬ 
habitants would not be the leis happy, becaufe the produaions of their foil, which 
cannot be taken from them, ever form a fruitful flock, which fupplies all their warns, 
A trifling militia would be fufficient to extricate foreign merchants from dependence 
vel.. ix. 4 H on 
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on the Monarch* It would be eafy to erect a fort, which "would fbon become formidav 
able by its numerous defenders* who would there take refuge from the voracity of 
their appreffbrs, The inhabitants would place their families and molt precious effedts 
in it. Neighbouring Kings wouid feek the alliance of fuch a colony, which would 
become ufefiil to them* by exchanging their fuperfl aides, for articles of luxury and 
comfort. 

Superftition, prodigal in its bounty, ornamented the Siatnefe temples from the re- 
moteft periods with a very fine gold, eftimated at leaft at twenty-three carats. They 
work it with much art; and before they apply it to another fubflance, they put on 
three layers of gum, the two laft of which they only fuffer to become half dry, fo as to 
fatten it more fecurely. This gum which they ufe 1b fuccefsfully is often adulterated, 
and to prove it they pour a drop into a bafon of water; when it finks directly to the 
bottom* without diffolving, it is of a good quality, but if it floats, and the parts fepa- 
rate, it is a proof It is adulterated. 

The country of Siam mutt at one time have contained a great many gold mines, to 
judge by the idols, roofs, and fides of their temples which (bine with this rich metal; 
but whether the fource has failed, or lazinefs became difgufted with the labour of work¬ 
ing them, they fell into oblivion; and it is only within a ihort time that one has been 
re-opened, very rich, and of very pure gold. Another has more recently been dif~ 
covered, near a village called Chandom. It is a white fand, Ihining and heavy. The 
goldfmiths of the country made feveral effays of it, without being able £0 diftinguifh its 
quality. When they had melted this fubflance, they could not beat it, without Its re* 
turning to fand, and the inutility of their labour caufed them to give it up. Some of 
this fimd was fent to Pondichery, where more fkilful workmen found, from repeated 
experiments, that it was the top of a gold mine, where it would be found more abun¬ 
dant, on digging farther down. This difcovery became ufelefs, and the benefit of it 
is referved for feme conquering people. 

Although there are mines of filver, it does not feem that the government derives 
any great advantages from them. The people pick up grains in the river, which the 
waters bring down. They ufe a wooden plate, hollowed in the middle: they after¬ 
wards move it on the furface of. the water, and with a ball of wax they pick up thofe 
grains, which attach themfelves to the wood* Although in this kingdom there are mines 
of all kinds* only thofe of lead, tin, iron, and fled ore are worked. Tin efpecially 
forms a confiderable branch of trade: a great deal is exported to Batavia, Madras* 
Pondichery, China, and in general to all parts of India, Its quality is very fine and 
beautiful. I he mine is a black fand, which is walked in different waters, to detach the 
earthy particles from it. Lead, fteel, ore, and iron are exceeding cheap, which make£> 
It believed the mines of them are abundant, Notwithftanding this wealth, the Siatnefe 
have their iron from France, in exchange for their timbers, becaufe they find it eafier 
to cut wood, than to work a mine. It is to be prefumed their invincible averfion to* 
labour has prevented them from revealing the fecret of the treafures contained in the 
bowels of their earth : they have dreaded leaft the feverity of their government might 
impofc a too painful talk on them. It is for the fame reafon they do not like £0 fliew 
their fkill in ftfhing for pearls, which might be carried on with fuccefs in the ifles of 
Mergui.. Some years ago, a diamond mine was difcovered in the upper lands, but 
as the mine did not produce them ready wrought, the fource was foon forgotten, 

This^ kingdom produces a kind of tin, which is exported all over the Eaft Indies : 
they call it calain , and Ipecimens of it are feen in the boxes of tea, which are brought 
to Europe; but to render it harder and whiter, the Indians mix calamine with it, 
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which is a kind of mineral rock eafy to pulverize, which being tnelted with copper 
makes it more brittle; and it is this tin thus prepared which is called toutenegg. 

Rice grows fpontaneoufly in the fields, which are covered with water during part 
of the year; they have only the trouble to fow it. The mud brought down from the 
mountains is the real caufe of the fertility of this country, wherever the inundation 
extends its benefits ; but elevated places, which cannot participate of its bounty, are 
dried up by the rays of the fun. When the waters are retired, the rice ripens ; it is 
cut, and the flieaves are placed in heaps, in the middle of the .fields. Oxen and 
buffaloes are made to walk round on it; thefe animals tread the ftraw, and detach 
the grains, which fall on mats placed underneath : thus they have only the trouble to 
take it up. 

In the high lands the fields are crowned with ears of wheat; its quality is pretty 
good, and it is watered by means of fome refervoirs, in which they retain the rain 
water. The Siamefe rather cultivate it from curiofity than for food ; and ftrangers 
who would make bread of it, are obliged to import flour from Surat. We ihall fhew 
in the natural hiftory of this kingdom, all the productions which may be made objects 
of commerce. 


CHAP* VIII. — Natural Hi/lory of the Kingdo?n of Siam. 

THE province of Coric contains feveral mines of faltpetre; it alfo forms itfelf in 
the rocks and temples, from the dung of bats, which are as large as our pigeons, and 
which breed prodigioufly all over the Eall Indies. 

The cotton plant grows in a fhrub, and not very high; its branches are like thofe 
of the goofeberry tree. The cotton of Siam is more valuable for its quality than its 
colour. There is alfo a tree which produces large fruit, in which the down is con¬ 
tained ; they call it pancha, Thefe two kinds are very plentiful. 

Although the Siamefe do not breed bees, yet they have fuch a great quantity of wax 
and honey, that a pound of wax is fold for fixpence, and a pound of honev for three 
halfpence. The Siamefe obferve the trees where the bees fix to make their hives. 
They cut a great part of them, at certain diftances, from twenty-feet above the ground 
to their fummits'j they make holes in the trees, into which they put pieces of wood, 
which projeCt out about three feet. The bees never fail to form their hives round 
this wood, and one may often fee three hundred of them on a fingle tree. 

Coarfe wax is not wanting in this kingdom; but that which the foreft flies furnifh 
is fo abundant, that they can export a confiderable fuperfiuity to other countries. 

They make fealing wax with gum lack : it is the production of certain ants fimilar 
to thofe of Europe, which never form this gum, but on a kind of tree that is very 
thin, and not more than from ten to twelve feet in height. 

Cherian is a liquid gum, which is produced by a large tree, the wood of which is 
very beautiful, and of a very lively red. The guin is brown, and eafily takes any 
colour they think proper to give it, 

r I he lea-fwallows, although Iefs, are more lively than the land ones, perpetually 
flamming on the fea coafts, and at night retiring in flocks into the hollow rocks, where 
they make their nefts, which they fallen to them by one. fide, fo that their figure 
■repreJents a ftell^whofe fiat fide touches the rocks* and the reft forms a femicircle a 
little deepened. They are feldom found as large as the hand j they are, for the far 
greater part, a third fmaller. The conftruftlon of thefe nefts is of filaments glued the 
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one to the other in feveral layers. It cannot be reafonably doubted but what it is the 
froth of the fea which the bird receives mjo and retains in its ftomach, fo as to convert 
it into a gum, which it fpins with its beak, and arranges it in the manner of a neil 
in which it depofits its eggs. 

In trade they diftinguifh three different qualities of bird’s nefts, in regard to their 
value, although they are all made the fame. The firft is the very white nett, of which 
about two pounds and a half of our weight, fells for eighteen fhillings fterling. The 
fecond fort is of thofe which begin to retulen, and fell for fifteen fhillings. The third 
kind includes thofe which are nearly all red; they fell from nine to ten fhillings. 
This trade is carried on very advantageoufly by the Ghinefe, Japonefe, and Indians. 
They drefs them with poultry, and other meats, and with filh. They make a kind of 
vermicelli foup of it, the quality of which is excellent to recruit the ftrength of con- 
valefcents. 

There are an immenfe number of peacocks in this kingdom, and the males have a 
molt fuberb tail, whofe brilliancy furpaffes every thing generally feen in regard to 
plumage. There are alfo a multitude of parrots and other birds, whofe feathers are 

much efteemed. > . 

The King of Siam draws a great profit from the quantity of deer fldns, which he 
fells to the Dutch for their trade with Japan, where thefe ikins fell well, as alfo the 
finews of the legs, which they dry, and regale themfelves with : their flefh when dreffed 
is alfo of an excellent tafte. 

Ambergris is' generally found on the coafts of the kingdom. It is an efficacious 
remedy againft the ague, by taking a grain, bruifed in a I'poonfull of water. It fells 
for four times its weight in filver. . 

The Siamefe find fine agate in their mountains. At the beginning of the prefent 
century, forne diamonds were brought to the King of Siam, from a mine that had been 
difcovered in the high lands, but as the mines did not produce them ready wrought, 
and they have no jewellers, the Siamefe fet but little value on them, and the mine was 
forgotten. The individuals who had given thefe diamonds to the King’s officers retired 
to Pegu, piqued at not having received any recompenfe. 

Quantities of pearls may be fiffied in the ifles of Mergui, where they are found of a 
fine water, perfectly round, and the fize of a pea: but neither the Siamefe nor the 
Bramas of Pegu have ever difclofed the whole fource of this wealth. Fearful that their 
tyrant might oblige them to labour gratuitoully in this troublefome fifhery. 

The forefts of Siam being full of elephants, it is not to be wondered at that ivory is 
common among them. 

Civet, mufk, benjamin, and oils yield precious perfumes. The mufk, with which they 
trade at Siam, is found in the tefticles of the mufk-cat. When the animal is heated he 
exhales an odour of mulk wherever he goes, and imparts it to every thing he touches. 
They trade with the tefticles, which they cut off, with the purfe that contains them, 
when they have killed the animal. They find out if they are the real tefticles of the 
mufk-cat, by rubbing a needle, through which they have palled a thread of filk, feveral 
times with garlic, which they put into them : if the leaft finell of the garlic remains 
they are looked upon as falfe, and as objectionable merchandife. There is a kind of 
ant which alfo yields mufk j but it is not efteemed equal to that of the mufk-cat. 

Benjamin is common at Siam ; it is brought from the upper provinces. The Sia¬ 
mefe colleft this gum very carefully : they have a confumption for it as well in private 
houfes as in temples. They gather it from the trees fo negligently, that it is always 
full of bark. They form, it in round packets, like a large ball, which they enclofe in 
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leaves. The bell benjamin of India is found at Achem, in the ifland of Sumatra, 
where it is very carefully gathered from the trees in little bits. The Mahometans put 
it into a round bag of malting, and by pouring hot water on it they foften it, and after¬ 
wards put this bag into a prefs, which forms a cake of benjamin, hard and compact, 
five or fix fingers thick, in the form of a mufcle. 

Oils of different kinds are found at Siam ; as cocoa-nut oil, oil of wood, oil of girgi/i, 
and filh oil: they have no olive oil, although they have _olive trees j the fruit has fo 
little flelh, that they can obtain no juice from it. 

The oil of cocoa is good for feafoning all difhes, but it mull be frefh and new ; a 
few days after it is made it becomes rancid, and it can no longer be ufed but to rub 
the head, which ihe Siamefe always keep well oiled. When ufed in lamps it gives a 
clear light; but it confunies falter than the others. The oil is extracted from the 
white flelh contained in the cocoa nut. They firft obtain it very fine, by grating, it 
on a piece of iron which has fmall teeth ; it is afterwards boiled in water, and,- as it 
boils, the oil which feparatcs from it floats on the water, and is taken off with a 
fpoon. 

The chief ufe of cocoa-nut oil in that country is to prepare a kind of pitch. When 
it is clarified, it is excellent for painting, drying very faff. It is not good for lamps, 
as it catches fire; but it ferves to make torches, which they call damas, efteemed 
throughout India. There are fmall ones made to give light in the houfes and in the 
roads*; the belt of thefe torches are made of elephant’s dung dried, pounded, and 
well foakcd in this oil; they are afterwards covered with long dry leaves, tied about 
every inch with fine Ihreds of bamboo. Others of an inferior quality are made of 
rice ftraw, pounded with this oil, which are covered and tied as clofe as poffible. 
Ships carry a prodigious quantity of them, to trade extenlively with in different coun¬ 
tries of India, particularly at Pondichery and Madras. 

Oil of wood is mod plentiful: the tree which produces it is thick and large j its 
wood is of a red colour, inclining to light brown, and but of little duration. To 
extra# the oil, they make the fame as for the cheriam , a hole of about three or four 
inches in the foot of the tree; they then light a wheft of ffraw in it, which caufes the 
oil to run, which is received into hollow pieces of bamboo. Thefe trees are found in 
the forefts. 

Oil of girgili is extra&ed from a grain exaflly fimilar to gunpowder. The plant is 
fmall and has many branches. The Siamefe fow whole fields of it, and it brings them 
confiderable profit. To obtain the oil, they put the grain in hot water, and when it is 
foaked up, it is put in the prefs in a bag of matting. It is good to eat when quite 
frefh ; two days after it is made it is only ufed for lamps, or to anoint the body after 
bathing. The fubftance which is left, after having extrafted all the juice, is cut into 
pieces, and afterwards makes a kind of conferve with fyrup of fugar. 

The bottom of the fea is full of coral. The fifhermen bring up whole trees of it, 
which, with their branches, may be five or fix feet high. The Siamefe form knives, 
and other fmall ornaments, out of the trunk of thefe trees. This coral when worked 
is of a beautiful black. 


CHAP. IX. —Of Trees and Fruits peculiar to the Kingdom of Siam. 

THE fcented woods in the kingdom of Siam are eagle wood, faffafras wood, which- 
we call camphire, and faudal wood- 
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Eagle wood is odoriferous; it is only found in bits, in certain rotten places, in 
•trees of a.particular kind : it is of a grey colour. The province of Chahtun produces 
more than all the others. The inhabitants have a great trade for it with the Chinefe 
and the Mawes: when of a good quality, it is fold for at leaft a piftole the pound. 
The trees which yield it inufh have attained a certain age, becaufe this wood is found 
in its heart when it decays. 

The faffafras is a large tree, the wood of which Is as light as fir. The boards made 
from it are only ufed for works which are not intended to laft long. The bark of this 
tree is much more precious than its wood it enters into the compofirion of feveral 
medicines: it is alfo ufed to cure the venereal difeafe, with which the country is in¬ 
fected. The Siamefe are quite naked when they ftrlp the bark from this tree: they 
take care'to rub themfelves with a kind of powder fleeped in water, to prevent the 
vapour which iffues from it penetrating the fkin, which caufes a violent itching. This 
wood, and more efpecially its bark, fmells like camphor, and when held in contact 
any time with gold it turns it white. 

Sandal is alfo a tree the wood of which is odoriferous, but more common than the 
two firft. There are two kinds of it j white, which the ifland of Timor furriilhes in 
abundance; and the red, much fcarcer than the other, which grows at Siam. The 
inhabitants put it to many ufes; they bum it in fmall fplinters to obtain a pleafant 
odour: they reduce it with water, on a rough flone, into an odoriferous pafle, with 
which they rub their bodies after bathing: they ufe it alfo to burn near dead bodies. 

The woods for dyeing are the fapan and fome other trees. The fapanis fo common 
in Siam that there are whole forefts of it. The inhabitants have a great trade with 
the Chinefe for it, who every year load feveral veffels with it, to make the fame dye of 
it as at Japan. 

Ebony is alfo very common in Siam ; it is the heart of a tree, which has four or five 
inches of exterior wood of which they make no ufe. The Chinefe alfo come to buy 
ebony at Siam. 

Woods for cabinet making and carpenters are in great abundance. That which 
they call tecle is the beft ; it is white, and approaches to oak. They cut planks of it. 
Joinedrnes forty feet in length and two in breadth. It is ufed there in the conftruCtion 
of veffels and houfes. It grows very ftraight and thick, and the item of the tree is 
fometimes one hundred and twenty feet high. They form large boats of it, which in 
a fingle piece are more than one hundred feet long: they hollow it by fire, and they 
enlarge its capacity. 

Red comon is, next to tecle, the beft wood for fhips, and the eafieft to find. Marie 
wood does not fplit, whatever nails or pegs are driven into it: it is better than all others 
io make knees for fhips. 

Iron-wood is red : it is fo called from its extreme hardnefs and weight. It is excel¬ 
lent to make rafters, provided the heart has been taken from the tree, which eafily 
rots; but for the reft of the trunk, however long the tree may have been, cut, it ap¬ 
pears as frefh as if it had only been felled two days. 

1 he Siamefe have no hemp ; they make their cordage of the brout of cocoa-nuts, 
and their fails are mats of large rufhes. Brout is a green bark which is on the cocoa- 
nut, as it is on our nuts j with this difference, that that of the cocoa-nut is of the thick- 
nefs of two inches, and its fibres may be worked into cords. There are no trees from 
which they derive more advantages than from the cotton tree and the bamboo. 

r lhe bamboo is a kind of reed, hollow within, and divided by fmall partitions from 
*op to bottom: it may be from twenty-five to thirty feet in height } but it only grows 
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fKck in the woods, where it may be a foot in diameter. Its leaves are fcarce and pale. 
It grows by (hoots, which are feparated from each other by knots. It has branches 
and thorns, which our reeds have not. It grows fo fad, that in a month it rifes more 
than twelve or fifteen feet. It is, while yet foft, about four or five feet high, that the 
Siamefe cut it to pickle in vinegar. They firft cut it in flips, fait it, and put it in a 
jar, where the fait penetrates it: fome time after they take it out, and lay it in the (un 
to dry, which changes it from white to brown. When it is very dry, they put it in 
earthen pots with vinegar, and leave it fo for fome time; after which it becomes 
fofter than the gerkin, which is cured in the faille manner, They fometimes add pi¬ 
mento, and the grapes of pepper w r hile dill green, which give it a very fine flavour. 
It is more ufed at fea than other preferves, becaufe it keeps better. When this kind 
of cane is a little bigger, it is put in very thin dices in fricafees,-aiid it much heightens 
.the mod infipid meats ; but when arrived at its full growth, it contains in its cavities A 
clear water, which is a fovereign remedy to cure fore heads, 'and an oil is extracted 
from it "which the do£tors ufe with fuccefs. 

When full grown they cut it in pieces, and draw' fire from it by the frfflion of two 
of its twigs, to judge of its hardnefs. It grows very clofe to one another, and the 
fame roots (hoot out many (talks. While green it ferves for olierto make balkets, 
and band-lathes, and finall pillars to fupport their cabins are made of it. When dry 
it ferves for pods for houfes and palifades. The Cochin-Chinefe even condruft barks 
with it, in which they fail on the open Tea with confidence. 

The Siamefe and the Bramas make of it benches, preffes, ladders, houfes, and 
fplit it in three to cover the roof: they plant it round their grounds, and form hedges ■ 
of it, which are a better defence than the dronged walls. They, make of it cales, 
drong mats, figures, fails, chairs, inlaid work, and paper, by fcraping it. They carry 
water in the draight bamboos $ thofe which are crooked and drong ferve to carry 
edrades, palanquins, or litters. 

Betel is a kind of leaf fimilar to the ivy; it grows in the fame manner, on trees or 
poles placed for it to grow on. The fmell of it is whole&me; and the Siamefe would 
rather go without rice than betel. It has the fame property as tobacco has in Europe : 
it promotes an eafy falivation, which prevents diforders incident to warm and burning 
climates. The daves have a certain quantity allowed them every day to animate 
them, and to take away the temptation of dealing of it; for they will dop at nothing 
to obtain it. 

Areka is a kind of large gland, which grows on a tree as draight as the palm tree* 
The Indians eat it either green or ripe. When it is foft, they :ake off the coat which 
covers the ourfide, and which a good deal refembles that of the walnut. Its infide 
contains a foft and greyiih fubdance when it is not quite formed; but when ripe, the 
coat which is on it turns yellow, and it becomes a black and rough nut, which exactly 
refembles a nutmeg. When it has been kept in water feveral months the hulk rots 
without the nut lbfing its frelhnefs, and it contra&s a difagreeable fmell, which how¬ 
ever does not prevent the Siamefe from edeeming it a great delicacy. 

By mixing areka and betel they make a compofition, which is fold in final 1 packets, 
which the Indians much ufe to redden their teeth and lips: they alfo attribute to it tha 
quality of preferving the gums from becoming foul, and of being a provocative to the 
plealures of love. The Indian women, who are of a warm conditution, and efpecially 
the Portuguefe, who are dill more libidinous, ufe all their art to prevail on dr angers 
to eat it. Its virtue is to preferve the mouth fweet, and none are found with a bad 
breath j but it caufes fuch an excels of fpitting, which is quite red, that in every apart¬ 
ment* 
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ment is a fpittoon, that they may cot be dirtied. The King makes his officers prefents 
of gold boxes to keep their betel in: they are inclofed in one of the fame metal: they 
contain feparately areka cut, betel leaves, lime, and tobacco in leaves, with a final! 
gold-handled knife to cut the areka; and although every body is permitted to have them 
of gold or fdver, it is forbidden to have them of the fame form with thole the King 
gives. On the death of an officer his box is returned to the King. The women, 
who ufe this little piece of furniture, have it either of fiver or copper, according to 
their means. Whatever confidence theSiamefe may have in this mixture as to keeping 
their mouth clean, it is remarked that their tongue is in holes in fevers! places, and 
that they are obliged to ferape it every morning, to cleanfe the flirae which all thefe 
drugs caufe ; and few old people are l’een that have not loft their teeth.. 

The cocoa-nut is one of the fruits moft ufed by the Siamefe in their repafts. They 
ufe its milk to feafon many of their difhes; and they take the ferapings of the flefh, 
and fometimes the flefh itfelf, to heighten their ragouts. Moll of the fruits they eat 
are different from thofe of France. The woods and gardens fupply their wants: the 
fineft oranges in the world grow in Siam j they count thirty different fpecies of them. 
The fweeteftare thofe they call fomme-keoj it is large and rough ; its fkin is always 
green, and as thick as the little finger: when opened, the orange which it contains 
eafily comes away; its compartments feparare from one another without any trouble, 
and melt in the mouth ; the pips are fmall and few. The other kinds of oranges are 
very common, and though inferior to the fir ft fort, they have much more flavour than 
any we are acquainted with. 

. The durio is a fruit of preference: it is the fizeof our melons, and covered with 
very fliarp thorns, and a fldn harder than the fliell of our chefnut. The tree which 
produces it is large and lofty ; when loaded with fruit they are careful not to Hand 
under its branches, left one of them fltould fall on their head: its weight, and the 
hardnefs of its thorns, would be the death of any one. Its fruit has a very difegree- 
able fmell to thofe not accuftomed to it ; and when it is opened, the feent becomes fo 
ftrong that it is perceived at a confiderable diftance. It may befaid that it is a play of 
nature, which has united in this fruit the moft offenfive odour to the moft exquifite 
flavour. The fliell contains large chefnuts, which are enveloped in a yellow cream, 
the fine tafte of which compealates for the ofienfivenefs of the fmell. ’ The fondnefs 
of the Siamefe for this fruit has made them find out the means of preferving it all the 
year. They take the cream, while frefli, and make a marmalade of it, which they 
bake, and afterwards keep in a pot, fo as to have it at all feafons. 

The ajaque is a fruit much larger than the durio, and covered with a rough wrinkled 
ikin: it grows on a large and majeftic tree: they extraft a copious milk from its 
leaves, and the fruit is only produced by the large branches, or on the body of the 
tree; the nearer it approaches the trunk the larger it grows: they ftrip off the prickly 
fkin which covers it; it is then cut in pieces, which are fricafeed. A marmalade is 
made of its flefh and lugar, which keeps all the year. When the fruit is ripe under 
a thin polifhed wood are found fifty chefnuts, inclofed in a purle of yellow flefh, very 
^fweet, and of a ftrong odour. Thefe nuts, broiled or boiled, have nearly the* fame 
'tafte as our chefnuts, but they are lefs. ; 

"lhe mangofteen is the fruit of a very beautiful tree, the head of v th forms a 
large globe. The fruit is large and round as an apple : its bark, which is as thick as 
the finger, is of a deep red, and has on the outfide as many lumps as ■ here are rings 
within. Then prefled, a yellow gum comes from it, all hough the rings which it 
contains areas white as milk, and arranged like tile infide of an orange. This.fruit is 
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very delicate and refrefliing: it is eat after the durio, the heat of which it tempers. 
The Europeans prefer this fruit to all the others which are peculiar to this kingdom, 
becaufe it has no finell. It is alfo eat in the nut while it is green. The Siamefe make 
4 drink of its bark, of admirable virtue in Hopping and curing dyfenteries. 

The ramauftan is a red fruit, whofe Ikin is fimilar to the figure of the mulberry. 
When broken, a white fruit, and as large as the end of the finger, is found, which 
contains an almond. The ramauftan of Siam is neither fo good nor fo efteemed as 
that which grows in the kingdom of Achem, or in the ifland of Sumatra. 

In {kin and form the acajou is like an apple. Although it is a nut-fruit, it has this 
peculiarity, that its nut is outfide the fruit. The tree is not handfome, and there are 
few but what are crooked. The bloffom of this tree is Angularly delicate and beautiful, 
and of a 1110ft grateful feent. The tree refembles in fize and appearance a fine pear 
tree. As foon as the bloflbm falls, a nut is formed in the fhape of a fmall kidney, 
which contains a very delicate almond, and of an excellent flavour. Ihis fruit is never 
eat without fugar on account of its great acidity. 

In the forefts of Siam are fig trees, which bear figs like thofe of Europe, which 
form without blofioms; they have the form and tafte without the delicacy. When 
they are large, the Siamefe flatten them, and dry them to keep ; but it is perceived 
that they are a wild fruit. 

The atte is a delicate fruit, in the form of a fir apple: it is of a green colour, and, 
as it ripens, it becomes foft and opens; its pulp is like fugared cream, and rather 
glutinous. It contains a great quantity of black pips, the fkin of which is fo hard, 
that they feem to be fo many nuts. The tree which produces it does not grow very 
high : it yields fruit above and below, forming a kind of bufli. 

The anana is a kind of fruit w'hofe external figure refembles a bullock’s heart: the 
fkin is thin and yellow. This fruit is foft, becaufe it contains a fort of white cream, the 
tafte of which approaches that of new cheefe : it is full of black pips like thofe of the 
other, but rather larger and longer, as well as the fruit, which is twice as large, and 
is not equal to it in delicacy. The tree which bears it is different from the other, 
being much larger, and a ftandard. 

The guava has the exterior form of our pears; its fkin is of a greyifh green; its 
pulp is white or red; it has the perfume of the ftrawberry. This fruit would be one 
of the mod agreeable to the tafte of Europeans, if it was not mingled with an infinity 
of little feeds, which when fwallowed never digeft: its tree is very crooked, has 
fcarcely any bark, and never grows very large. 

The papa is a fruit whofe flefh is yellow, like that of the melon, but its tafte is 
totally different: its fkin is green and fmooth, and the flefh fweet: it is mingled with 
an infinity of fmall grains, which have the form and tafte of thofe of a pear, and which 
are united together in the fame manner as the feeds of melons; and this grain, fmall 
as it is, produces a tree which, in lefs than two years, grows to the height of eighteen 
or twenty feet; but it does not Iaft more than ten or twelve years, and if the root is 
touched, the trunk in a fliort time is reduced into filaments and earth. 

The banana, which, throughout India, is called figue banane, is of the fize an# 
fhape of a favilla. Its green fkin, when ripe, becomes yellow, and marked with black: 
it eafily conies from the flefh, which is foft and pafty, which is what has perhaps ob¬ 
tained it the name' of figue: it is folid and has no pips : its tafte is very agreeable, 
and it is gathered every month: it is generally eat raw, and fometimes mailed. The 
nee which bears this fruit never has but one fhoot, which is a large grape which comes 
from the centre of its. top ; from this fhoot hangs one or two hundred ripe bananas. 
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The tree dies, and from its root fpring up two or three others, which foon attain the 
fame fize. They are generally as thick as a man’s thigh, foraetimes as big as the 
body. The trunk is only formed of coats one over the other, but which always con¬ 
tinue fo foft, that let the tree be ever fo large, it may be cut through with a fabre, and 
all its coats may be flopped off to its heart, which is only a flinty pith through which 
the liquor that forms the fruit filtrates. Thefe coats, which are the bottoms of leaves 
already fallen, are {tuck one to the other by fmall filaments, very thinly fpread, which 
nourifli them, and which caufes them to extend as the tree grows larger. When it 
comes out of the earth, only two or three leaves are at firlt feen, which rife perpendi¬ 
cular, and whofe feet, which feeni wrapped over one another, form a pipe the fize of 
the little finger; from the middle of thefe leaves fpring three others, but the firlt fade 
and fall; their foot remains, and ferves to form the trunk of the tree, which rifes and 
enlarges as new leaves come on. When arrived at the height of five or fix feet, 
from the centre of its Item iffues a large flower, inclining to red ; and after this flower 
appears the bananas ranged round the Item ; the finalleftare next to the flower. The 
trunk of the tree is eat in fricafees and ragouts. The flower has five or fix ranges. 
The leaves of the banana are the largeft of all the trees of India; they are three or 
four feet long, by a foot and a half in breadth. The Siamefe much ufe them at their 
meals, either as table-cloths, or to place their meat on, particularly when they travel. 

The tamarind is a fourifli fruit, contained in a pod, like that of peas : when ripe this 
pod is red. The tree on which it grows has very large branches, but the leaf is as 
final! as that of the pimpernel. Thefe fmall leaves are placed ten or twelve on each fide 
of a fmall (lem which iffues from the branch of the tree. It gives an immenfe {hade, 
under which the grafs cannot grow. The Siamefe pretend it is unhealthy to deep in 
its lhade; they ufe its fruit to heighten the tafte of their fauces; and when it is ripe 
they make packets of thefe pods, which keep for a long time. 

Pepper is planted at the foot of a large tree, of which it foon embraces the whole 
trunk, and even covers the branches : it grows in grapes, like thofe of our currants : 
they are at firft green, and afterwards redden, and at length become quite black. 
When it is ripe, they let it fall of itfelf from the tree, that its quality may be better, 
and they put mats under the tree to receive it as it falls. The grains do not fall from 
the grape all at once, but only as they become perfectly ripe. 

The fugar-cane is much more common at Siam than pepper. It is a real reed, 
which grows to the height of four or five feet, the knots of which are never more 
than a hand’s-breadth diftant from each other: from each knot iffues a leaf, which 
envelopes the cane up to the next joint, and which then fpreads. In t-he interior of 
the cane is an aqueous pulp, which contains the juice of the fugar. To obtain it, 
the cane is paffed between two large cylinders, turned by oxen by means of a wheel. 
As both cylinders turn inward, when the end of the cane is prefented to them it is im- 
poffible to prevent it from going quite through, fo powerful is the force that draws it. 
As it paffes through it yields its liquor. The Siamefe, who are either ignorant of or 
difdain the art of refining fugar, only ufe it in grain. 

'* The pine-apple is very common in Siam. The plant produces it on the top of its 
Item, which is not more than eighteen inches in height, and is crowned with very long 
leaves, the two extremities of which are briftled with thorns. It {lands ere£t on its 
ftem in the midft of its leaves, and its form approaches that of a large fir apple. It 
has fmall cuticles, under which one would imagine were kernels. Its upper extre- 
-mity is covered with a tuft of leaves, which feem to form a crown, and under thefe 
leaves are fmall fprouts, Ihort, and bent outward, which arc planted and become other 
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pines. It is multiplied by cutting the tuft; and when thus planted in the earth, they 
throw out their Item, and each Item only produces one fruit, and that only once. 
When ripe it is yellow; and when ftnelt, even before it is opened, its odour ap¬ 
proaches that of a very ripe apple : its fleih is white, and mingled with a good many 
cartilages. To eat it, they peel off its hard and rather prickly fldn; it is afterwards 
lightly rubbed with a little fait, which corrects its acidity : it is cut in flices, and af¬ 
terwards fprinkled with fugar; and if a little wine is added, it has the quality of 
warming and ftrengthening the ftomach. 

As corn does not eaflly grow in this country, and they are ignorant of or diflike 
the quality of it, the Siamefe have no bread like us. . Rice is the chief article in their 
meals: they have feveral kinds; white and red, coarfe and fine. The coarle, which 
is that in general ufe, is differently efteemed, according to the places where it is pro¬ 
duced. The rice grown on high lands is of an inferior quality to that which grows in 
low grounds. As it is to be had at little coft, the poor make it their common food; 
only the countryman eats red rice, which is much larger and more nourilhing ; but 
it is alfo heavier, and is- not fo agreeable to the eye as the white. The black is only 
ufed mixed with fugar and the fleih of the cocoa nut fcraped over it: the tafte is good, 
but it is fo filling they cannot eat much of it. 

Fine rice is feldom thicker than a needle, and is as tranfparent as cryffal. The 
Siamefe only ufe it in feafts and at feftivals; they drefs a certain quantity of the grains 
with a fowl and a quarter of a goat, or a piece of frelh pork. This ragout is called 
poulo; it is as white as fuow, and digefts the fooner and th« more eafily, becaufe it is 
lighter and dryer. 

The Siamefe have their harveft in the dry feafon, and when the waters have retired. 
When the inundations in certain places rife above the rice it becomes rotten; but it 
generally grows as much as the water, and the ear appears on the furface. That 
which grows in foils never covered by the inundation is more fubftantial, has more 
flavour, and keeps longer. 

The Siamefe make their vermicelli with rice $ they eat it with a filh fauce or melted 
fugar. There is a grear confumption of it in the royal city; and it is one of thofe 
articles from which the King derives molt advantage: all thofe who deal in it pay him 
about five and thirty Ihillings duty yearly; and the number of venders being very con- 
fiderable, it brings immenfe films into his treafury. The diftillers of brandy, who are 
numerous, and almoft all Chinefe, are alfo obliged to pay heavy duties for diftilling. 
As an immenfe quantity of rice is confumed in Siam and its environs, they ufe the 
dregs that remain after they have extracted the brandy to fatten the pigs, the con- 
fumption of which is fo much the greater in this country, as it is forbidden to fell 
butcher’s meat, fuch as oxen, cows, and calves. Superftition has forbidden the ufe 
of them, becaufe they believe that, according to the principle of metempficofis, thefe 
animals have been the fanfluary of their divinities. Befides, this meat is dry and 
infipid, and common game has no flavour; but their fwine’s fleih is far fuperior to 
that of the pigs of Europe: it is delicate and of eafy digeftion; when it has been 
faked for a day the doftors prefcribe it to convalefcents in preference to poultry or 
boiled meats. 

When the Siamefe drink the brandy they call arak, they take a large wooden plate, 
on which they place a large china bowl, containing two or three pints of brandy j on 
the top they put a cup, which floats on the liquor, and around the bowl are l'everal 
final] pots, in which are faked and pickled fruits, final! filh dry and roafted, baked 
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and faked eggs. They fit round this difh, and every one helps himfelf to what he 
likes belt; but they generally give the preference to what moll creates thirft, and 
by turns dip the little cup into the brandy, and drink as they converfe. After they 
have all drank three or four cups, the provifions are ferved in, and during the whole 
repafl they never drink : w hen their appetite is fatisfied, they drink a large cup of 
water, walh their mouths, and immediately take their betel. 

Balachan is made from finall lobfters, which vve call flmtnps. They pound them 
with fait into a kind of pafte, which they bake in the fun for feveral days; they take 
care to ftir it about, which fpreads a difagreeable fmell all around. This pafte with 
them fupplies the place of butter, fortifies the ftomach, and Iharpens the appetite. 

Ir is to be obferved, that in all hot countries the ftomach lofes its activity by a too 
copious perfpiration, and confequently every thing which warms it is a principle of life 
which repairs its Ioffes. Thofe who manufacture this balachan are very careful to fave 
the water which drains from it, and fell it very dear in bottles hermetrically fealed ; 
and every one lays in a ftock of it to feafon their diffies. 

There is a kind of brown grafshopper which to them is a delicate food $ as likewife 
fpideris eggs, of which they diftinguilh feveral kinds. They prefer the eggs of thofe 
fpiders which make their holes in the ground, and which are only found in the woods. 
Their bite is as dangerous as that of the tarantula. 

They have alfo a kind of toad, which they call houhan, a name which is the ex- 
preffion of their cry, which is fo loud, that two are fufficient to difturb a whole 
country. This animal is quite round and very frightful; his head can fcarcely be per¬ 
ceived. It is probable that the inhabitants eonfume a great many of them, for num¬ 
bers are feen in the public markets ready fpitted. 

The bamboo rat is a very choice food; it is in lliape like the common rat; its tail 
is quite red, and it is without any hair, like a worm : it is as large as our cat. It is 
called bamboo rat, becaufe it feeds on that wood, and efpecially on the young flioots, 
They are reared in all the houfes, and they become tame, and make cruel war with 
the common rats; but their ravages are greater than thofe they would prevent. The 
field rat is a much-efteenied food, and is very plentiful. 

A food which they confider exquifite is a fmall deer, not bigger than a hare, but 
with longer legs, a fine flender body, the legs not thicker than a quill: its foot is 
cloven like the common deer, of which it poffeffes all the agility. It is taken in the 
woods with nets. The eggs of the talagoie are reckoned exquifite eating. The talagoie 
is a kind of lizard, but much larger than our common lizards : it is extremely lively 
and active ; it climbs along the trees; it is not mifchievous, nor is its bite dangerous. 
Its tongue is fplit half its length, from whence the Indians fay it has two tongues. It 
moves both parts of its tongue as we move our fingers, without the motion of one part 
caufing that of the other. This animal much refembles the crocodile, except that it 
does not like the water. They partake of few meals without having falted or pickled 
fruits. They fait them in this manner: they take them when their kernels are green 
and foft; they throw them into a large jar of water with fome fait. The marion, a kind 
of large white plumb, is excellent when thus falted ; the water itfelf of it is not bad j 
it takes by degrees the flavour of the fruit, with a little fait, which improves the tafte 
of the rice. They fait mangoes in the fame manner, which is a fruit whofe form and 
tafte is wholly different from all the produflions of Europe. It is in fhape fomething 
like a ftieep’s kidney, and fometimes grows very large; it is not uncommon for them 
to weigh two pounds, but its general fize is that of a large pear. Its flelh is yellow; 
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its kernel very flat and large; its odour approaches to turpentine. As its flavour is 
agreeable, and its quality heating, the Siamefe eat it with vinegar, efpecially when 

fomewhat large. . 

They make ufe of failed ducks’ eggs, which they preferve feveral months without 
fpoiling. They put a good deal of clay round each egg as a cruft, and when they 
want to eat them, they take off this cruft and harden the egg: it is thus they preferve 
them melons, which they fait in flices, and which they always keep excellent. They 
alfo ufe ginger, which grmvs abundant in this kingdom: the Dutch make an excellent 
preferve of it, which they export to Batavia ; but it is too heating. 

Silver and corries are what the Siamefe prefer receiving in exchange for their pro¬ 
ductions ; but they have a predilection for coloured linens, mu dins, carpeting, and 
filks, efpecially thofe of China, which being gayer and lighter are more fuirable to 
the climate. This tafte, however, is not exclufive, as they anxioufly feek for the 
fcarlets and velvets of Europe; and it is with thofe articles our merchants might render 
the Siamefe tributary to their induftry. 

Mufkets, gunpowder, and flints would command a quick lale and confiderable 
profit. The Siamefe would willingly take them in exchange for their moft valuable 
productions, and would even pay for them in the money of their country, which con- 
fifts in fmall balls of filver, marked at the comer by the King. 

The fale of opium is abfolutely contraband : the forbidding the introduction of it 
into this kingdom originates in the difpofition of the people to abufe the ufe of it. Its 
effects have at different times caufed the greateft ravages: the prefent King has paffed 
fentence of death on feveral of his fubjeCts who had tranfgreffed this law. The Siamefe 
accuftom themfelves to take it, beginning by a grain, and encreafing the number to 
half a dozen. Some fwallow it, but the greater part fmoke it, which caufes a fleepy 
drunkennefs. They fay then they have fublime and grand ideas; each has dreams 
agreeable to his temperament; the ambitious man beholds at his feet monarchs and 
flaves in chains; the bilious man is feized with vifions of horror and diftnay j the mild 
and benevolent man beholds all the world applaud him. However, there is nothing 
fo facred that the Siamefe is not ready to break through to procure this root, which 
fells for its weight in filver, which is not furprifing among a people who believe that 
dreams are books in which the fates are written. 

Although all climates moft expofed to the vivifying rays of the fun prefent us with 
productions which nature refufes to colder regions, fhe ftill difpenfes her bounty, and 
northern countries have their peculiar riches. Throughout India are to be found 
peas, potatoes, cibol, radilhes, fmall cucumbers, gourds, water-melons, parfley, 
balm, forrel; but all thefe vegetables only referable ours in the name. They are not 
acquainted with our roots, nor the different herbs which compofe our fallads, which 
fhould be attributed to the negligence of the people, and not to the fault of the foil. 
Since all our herbs tranfported to Batavia have not degenerated, it may be prefumed 
they would have equally fucceeded in Siam. 

’# 

CHAP. X. — Animals. 

AMONG all quadrupeds the elephant may be faid to hold the firft rank, whether 
as to its bulk, ftrength, and utility, or for the mftinCt which this animal feems to 
poffefs in a fuperior degree. No country in the univerfe produces finer than are to be 
found in Siam the larger are as much as twelve feet high. Its bulk is proportionate 
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to its height; its feet are as ftraight as columns, and the under part is very foft, fo 
that you fcarcely hear it tread. When it walks it puts forward the two legs of the 
fame fide, which gives an uncouth and fatiguing motion to its body, and confequently 
to thofe who ride it, particularly if they are not accuftomed to it. It has been thought 
that they never lie down; but that is an error which is now corrected: they lie down 
like other animals, but they generally fleep ftanding and without fupport. With his 
trunk he blows the dull from the place where he would lie, and makes it much cleaner 
than if it had been fwept by the 1110ft careful domeftic. i^ter he lies down, he puts 
the end of his trunk into his mouth, for fear the ants fliould get into it j and if, not- 
withftanding this precaution, any one has the addrefs to penetrate into it, he becomes 
enraged, and blows with violence, to get rid of fo troublefonie a gueft. 

He ufes his trunk as a hand, to carry whatever he eats to his mouth, which is final!, 
when compared to the coloffal form of his body ; his under jaw in particular is very 
finall. When he would drink, he takes in his trunk about half a pail-full of water, 
which he pours into his mouth. With his trunk he tears off the branches of trees, of 
which he eats the leaves or mofs, and if he does not find them juicy, he beats them 
on one of his legs. When he finds a trunk of a banana tree, which is foft, but too 
large to put in his mouth he takes care to hold one end in his trunk, while he lplits 
the other with his teeth, when he has made it fit to be chewed, he takes it to his mouth, 
in fliort no animal eats with fo much cleanlinefs. 

Their flrength furpafies that of all other quadrupeds. Formerly they were loaded 
with towers, filled with foldiers, and they often decided the fate of battles. Their two 
teeth weigh about two hundred and thirty pounds. It is difficult to conceive how fo 
ftrong an animal fliould be fo eafy to manage. A common rope confines him, tied 
by the hind feet to a tree, but when he is enraged, or frightened by any fudden noife ; 
fuch as thunder or the report of cannon, to which he is not yet accuftomed, he breaks 
ropes thicker than the wrift, as eafily as he would break a thread. Only his keeper 
can calm his fury, and even his voice he depifes when at heat. Fortunately nature has 
furnifhed him with the means of appealing the burning flames which torture him. 

Although the elephant is at rut, and always lives among females, they never couple 
in the houfes; they then feek the woods and retired places; it feems as if their modefty 
was alhatned of their natural wants. When the male is enraged, it is fufficient to fliew 
him a female, and he becomes quiet and tractable. 

If a domeftic female elephant is to he covered, Ihe mult be fuffered to go into the 
woods, with trammels, that Ihe may not ftray too far j lhe does not fail to get covered, 
and lhe then immediately returns home. She goes twelve months, and ivhen nigh 
bringing forth, they let her go into the woods, becaufe they believe lhe would rather 
burft than bring forth in any inhabited place. She afterwards returns home with 
her young one. 

The elephant has only two teats which are placed between the two fore legs; and 
as the young one cannot reach its mother’s teats, it draws the milk with its trunk, and 
then puts it in its mouth. Thefe animals never exert their ftrength againft their 
keepers : a compaflionate gentlenefs feems to form their charafter; and when they meet 
a flock of flieep, they difperfe them with their trunk, as if they were afraid of crulhing 
them with their weight. Although ufed for war, they never contract that ferocity 
wMch the cuftom of fhedding blood inlpires, and their natural wildnefs has an air 
of timidity. 

The load of an elephant at Siam is not proportioned to his ftrength : in general he 
only carries twelve hundred pounds weight, and even with that, they cannot make 
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him fro very far. When he finds himfelf too much fatigued, he fwells his belly, breaks 
in an inftant all the girths and cordages, and throws down his load, rather from Iazinefs, 

than being unable to fupport fc great a weight. . 

1 ’he King and perfons of quality generally ride on elephants, they rather me a 
ladder to get on his back, or make him kneel down. He holds out a leg, on which 
they ftep, and he never rifes till they are feated. His ftep is much longer than that_of 
a horfe : his trot is pretty quick: he never Humbles nor gallops. 1 he ufe they derive 
from him has infpired the Siamefe with the utmoll refpea for this animal they have 
the fame regard for them they have for the human fpecies, and they would place 
them in equality with men if they had the ufe of fpeech : efpecially thofe belonging 
to the King are treated with moft diftinftion : they have their flaves, the number of 
which is proportioned to their opinion of their fagacity. The white elephant, which is 
the firft in dignity, has a hundred fervants to take care of him " the Tides of his palace 
are all gilt; inftead of troughs, he has two bafons of maffive gold, and the moft 
dignified mandareens do not think it any difgrace in devoting themfelves to his fervice: 
the honours which are paid to him extend even to his relatives; for the Siamefe 
diftinguifh thefe animals by the fame family names which are nfed in Europe among 
men. This refpeft originates in the fyftem of metempficofis: they believe the fouls ot 
Kings and heroes pafs into the bodies of elephants. The white are the moft efteemed 
and are moft rare. Ihey let a great value on black ones, but theie aie few ot that 
colour. 

They ufe this animal alfo to draw water and large pieces of timber. When employed 
in this work he does not feem to make the leaft effort; he walks as eafy as if he had 
no burthen to draw. They ufe him likewife to fliove veffels into the water with his 
backfide, and to throw down buildings, when there is danger that a fire may fpread 
to the neighbouring houfes. 

The Siamefe are themfelves too idle to derive all the advantages they might from 
fo ufeful an animal; they only feem to value it for the effect and pomp it gives to 
the travelling of their King. It is true they fell a great number every year at Mergui, 
and derive a great profit from their teeth, in which they deal largely with the people 
of Surat and Europe. 

One of the exercifes in which they inftru£t the Princes of the kingdom, is to ride 
the elephant, as the nobility of Europe are taught to ride the horfe ; it is more particu¬ 
larly in the manner of riding on jthe neck, that the moft addrefs is Ihewn. It is not 
poflible to fit on his back, on account of its breadth; befide that, he could not be 
managed at fuch a diftance. Inftead of a ftirrup, they make ufe of a thick cord which 
goes round his neck. The moft Ikilful riders throw a nooi'e running, with wonderful 
dexterity, to take thofe which are wild. This chafe, which is the moft noble, is only 
permitted the Kings and Princes, although the woods are full of thefe animals. A 
male always goes at the head of a great number of females, which excites among the 
males jealoufies and battles. The females never interfere in thefe quarrels, and full of 
relpect for fpirit and courage, they abandon him that flies, and always fallow the 
conqueror. As in thefe;hunting parties, the King and Princes take a great many 
elephants, they keep the fineft for their own ufe, and fend the others to Mergui, to be 
fold to merchants who come from the coaft of Coromandel to trade in them, and who 
bring in exchange the fineft linens and fluffs from Bengal, Surat and Perfia. There 
is fcarcely a year that at leaft fifty elephants are not fold. This trade forms the moft 
folid wealth of the Siamele, who by this fale, and that of their teeth, procure them¬ 
felves foreign productions. 
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The King referves this trade to himfelf, and no one elfe may carry it on. There 
are tenants who are obliged to pay into the royal treafury a certain number oi teeth. 
This obliges them to go a hunting for them, and obtain as many as will fumifh the 
given number. They often conceal the produce of the chace, and fell the overplus 
dandeftinely, but not without ri(k, both to the feller and buyer * they both are liable 
to be condemned for life to cut grafs for the King's tame elephants, a puniflunent the 
more fevere, as all the defcendants of thofe thus condemned remain for ever in this 
flavery, unlefs liberated by a fpecial pardon from the King* 

The inftinft of the elephant places it above all other animals, and the Siameie 
efteem it fo much, that many, to the difgrace of the human mind, are loaded with 
dries, and endowed with the firft dignities in the kingdom, 

It imift be confefied ,tliat this animal without his trunk would appear moft ftupid ; 
but as it fervcs him for arms and hands, it would almoft be imagined that this pro¬ 
digious mafs thought and reafoned j fo dextrous is he in the ufe oi it to do whatever 
he is ordered* 

Among fifty of thefe animals, that the King of Siam had fent to Mergui to be fold, 
was one more terrible, and more difficult to be conducted than any of the others: he 
knew no one but his keeper, and would obey no one elfe whatever. All thefe ele¬ 
phants were put into a large garden, near the Chriftian church : they were all tied 
by the hind feet, each one to a feparate tree, fome diftance apart; that they might 
not annoy each other $ and as thefe animals are always eating they put before them 
a bundle of grafs, and branches of the cocoa-tree and banana-tree. When this elephant, 
who was called Cerca, faw that his keeper was abfent, he very Aextroufly untied 
the rope which fattened him to the tree with his trunk, and went and eat the grafs 
and banana-trees of another elephant* If the other keepers tried to make him return 
to his own tree, without minding them, he fhewed his teeth, fo that they were all 
obliged to retire j they could not accomplilh it till his keeper came: as foon as the 
animal faw him, he returned to his place, and appeared gentle and quiet. After having 
played this prank for feveral days, his keeper beat him well with a ftick, which he 
bore very quietly without the leaf! (hew of anger. The keeper afterwards was eating 
with fome of his comrades, a few paces from this elephant; the animal took up a ft one 
from the ground and holding it balanced in his trunk as if at play, threw it direftly 
into the earthen pot that held his keeper's wine or brandy, which broke it and fpilt 
all the liquor : this enraged the man and drew on him another fhower of blows, which 
he again took very quietly. Every day thefe animals are feen to do every thing their 
keeper tells them to do, as to falute thofe they pafs, pick up whatever their conduct ors 
who are feated on their neck, let fall, and immediately give it them. This animal 
takes an extraordinary affe&ion to thofe who have the care of feeding him. An 
example was wimefTed at Pondichery, in regard to a very drunken foldier, who every 
day gave fome fruit-to an elephant. One day this foldier, being drunk, after giving 
fome fruit to this elephant, fell afleep at his feet- The animal began to gently rub 
him with his trunk. Some other foldiers, fearful that with his careffes he might hurt 
their comrade, would have taken him up : the elephant, far from permitting it, 
prefented his teeth to whoever attempted to approach, and watched the man till he 
awoke, without ever allowing any one to come near him* 

Similar traits are every day obferved, which {hew how grateful this animal is for 
any kindnefs (hewn him. He has a natural affeftion for monkies : for the Siainefe 
keep a monkey in the place where they have their elephants j they think that if any 
bad air (hould pafs through it would fall on the monkey, and not hurt the elephants* 
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There are other animals he has in abhorrence. He cannot bear a fowl: which obliges 
them in veffels which tranfport elephants, to take great care that the fowls do not get 
out of their coops. They relate, that on board a veffel that was carrying elephants, 
a fowl having got loofe, and jumped upon thefe animals, they became 10 unruly, they 
were fearful they would deftroy every thing; fortunately the fowl fell under the feet 
of an elephant, who inftantly crulhed it, which reltored tranquillity 111 the (hip. 1 hey 
equally abhor the tiger and the crocodile ; for which realbii the King or biam iome~ 
times fives a combat between an elephant and one of thefe animals. 1 he fig at draws 
an immenfe concourfe of people. In this combat the elephant has the head covered 
with drone leather, to fereen his trunk in it, and prated it from the claws of the tiger ; 
he rulhes towards him, and endeavours to pierce him with his teeth, or to finite him 
with his trunk, which he takes care immediately to draw within this leather ; for it the 
tfoer caught it with his claws, he would become the conqueror, but if the elephant can 
put his foot on the tiger, he immediately crufhes and kills him. 

In the fame manner he fights the crocodile j he endeavours to^ pierce him under¬ 
neath with his teeth, or to take him up in his trunk, and throw him into Lhe air, and 
crufh him under his feet when he falls again. But his mod formidable enemy is a 
fpecies of tiger, very fmall it is true, but fo adive, that he fprings on his back, and 
tears him till he drops dead. The ufuai amufement of the Kings of Siam is hunting 
elephants: they do it three ways; one is to noofe them as they run in the woods the 
other to lay fnares for them, in which they are caught by one foot; the third mode, 
which is the mol dextrous, and affords mod i'port, is to drive them into a circle, from 
which they cannouget out without being taken : they employ the females to attrad them 

into this fnare. ...... , T , 

Much addrefs is required to noofe them, and it is in this exercife, the young Lords are 
chiefly inftrufted. The whole art confids in throwing the noofe without being them- 
felves entangled in it. They have fchools where they inflrud pupils in this art, and 
many become fuch adepts, that, mounted on one of thefe tame animajs, they noofe the 
wild elephant by the foot, although he does not rife it from the ground more than fix 
or feven inches. When the animal is in the cord, they let him run in the woods, where 
he foon entangles himfelf in the brambles and roots of trees, in which the noofe 
catches. They then try to familiarize him with domedic elephants ; they tie him to 
them when he is cowed by hunger : they take him from the woods, and carry him 
into the city, where, in a few days, he becomes as tradable as the others. 

The fecond manner of taking wild elephants In fnares, is generally ufed by thofe 
who are obliged to fupply the King with a certain number of their teeth annually. 
Althdugh according to their principles, it is a great fm to kill thefe animals, yet filtered 
often caries it over religion, and the king allows thofe to be killed which are ill made, 
and have natural defeds, for examples, the ears, &c. &c. The monarch, to excul¬ 
pate himfelf from this fin, alledges that it is not he that kills them, and that he com¬ 
mits that charge to men polluted by iniquity. 

They lay thefe fnares thus. At certain didances in the wood they throw noofes 
quite open, along the path, where they prefume the elephant will pafs. Thefe nooles, 
which are made of cord and buffalo’s hide, on one part touch the ground, and on the 
other are elevated about a foot from it. At the end of the cord, which may be twelve 
or fifteen feet long, is fadened a piece of wood in the form of a fmall anchor. When 
the elephant has caught his foot in this noofe he drags it for feme time, till it 
fadens to the roots of the trees; the more the animal drives to difengage himfelf, the 
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tighter the noofe embraces his foot: the pain this creates caufes Kim to remain ftill: 
he then eats every thing around him within his reach, till he falls front weaknefs 
and dies. 

The third manner of taking elephants is the mod dextrous and mod amufing. They 
drive them into a place furrounded with large flakes, from whence they cannot get 
out without being taken. In the fuburbs of the royal city, near the bridge which 
joins it to terra firma , is one of thefe large enclol'ures : it is a long fquare, fhut with 
two doors, made of ftrong bars: the door next the country is Ample, but that oppofite 
to it, on the out fide refembles the pen, in which horfes are placed that are difficult to 
be Ihod. This pen is proportioned to the fize and ftrength of the elephants : it has 
two doors, one of which opens into a place furrounded with flakes, about a foot 
diftant from each other : and the fecond is at the other end : to get out of it, the door 
lifts up and down in grooves. They call this invention piniate , which has given that 
name to that quarter of the city, and the bridge that leads to it. 

When they would bring the wild elephants to get them into this enclofure, they 
fend ten or a dozen female elephants into the woods, at the head of which goes that 
one which is beft trained, who carries on its back a large bundle of boughs, in which a 
man is concealed, to give the neceffary fignals. They are no fooner in the woods 
than fome male comes to keep them company ; then the man that is concealed, gives 
his elephant the fignal to return towards the enclofure. They return flowly eating 
the leaves of the trees they meet with. The male elephants follow them, and if it 
happens, that they ftray a little to feek for food, the females rejoin them, and take care 
to keep them in the midfl of them. This fport fometimes lafts feveral days, when the 
males, more familiarized with them, follow them inftinctively. By degrees they approach 
the enclofure; the beft trained elephant enters firft, and the others follow, male and 
female. When they are all in, they drop the Aiding door, and they are thus all fhut 
up in the enclofure. 

While the males are on the other fide, they take out the females by degrees, but 
when they perceive that the number of females diminifhes, they become enraged, beat 
thofe that remain, and run round the enclofure to find a place to get out at. The 
door of the pen which leads outwards is opened, and they fhew a tame male elephant 
through the bars of the other. As foon as the wild elephant perceives him, he enters 
the pen to attack him ; but fcarcely has he entered it, when the door is let down, and 
he finds himfelf taken, without being able to turn, becaufe there is only juft room 
enough for his body. They then put a noofe round each foot, taking a half turn 
round each flake that correfponds with his legs. Then the tame elephant retires, the 
barred door is open, the wild elephant ftruggles, and makes vain efforts to rufli on the 
tame one, who fhews his teeth at him. They Aacken the cords that hold him by the 
feet by degrees, and when all his body is out of the pen, two large tame elephants 
come and place themfelves one on each fide, and they tie them all three together. 
His new companions take care to give hitn fmart blows with their trunk, to make him 
go on $ and when his pace is too flow, another tame elephant which follows him, pricks 
him with his teeth behind, which makes him quicken his fleps. They thus take him 
to the river, from whence, after being well waflied and refrefhed, they take him to a 
liable, where they tie his neck and a leg to a flake, which turns on a pivot at top and 
bottom. His exertions fatigue and exhauft him, and by turning round with his flake, 
he becomes ftill and quiet. The tame elephants come and take him tied to themfelves 
to the river the fame as the firft time, 
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To thefe ceremonies they add a rigorous abftinence, which, by exhaufting his ftrength 
in a month’s time renders him as docile and tame as the* others. They only give 
him a fufficient quantity of food to prevent him actually dying with hunger. This diet 
makes him very lean, but as foon as he gets tame, he regains his condition in a Ihort 
time. All the males that are in the enclofure are ferved in the fame way. Tame 
elephants are fo numerous in this kingdom, that they can eafily find four or five for 
the fervice of each of the new ones. The King, as well in the city as in the villages, 
always maintains about five-hundred. This fport may be looked upon, as the only 
amufemeiit of the court and nobles ; it is befides very lucrative to the King, and when 
thofe taken are not handfome enough to be preferved, they are fold to the Mahome¬ 
tans, who come to buy them, to tranfport them into the empire of the mogul. This 
fport would ceafe to be a pleafure to them, if intereft did not find its account in it. This 
lazy nation never emerges from its natural indolence, except when awakened by the 
love of gain. It is true they hunt crocodiles and tigers, but it is generally only after 
thofe cruel animals have devoured many men and hearts. 

The manner in which the Siamefe take thefe animals is very curious. Sitting one 
day on the fliore, I faw a number of boats, in which they were /hou ting and fpla/hing 
with their oars, to oblige the crocodile to go near the land, where they were to lame 
or /hoot him. It is the inoft terrible of all amphibious animals. Its fliape refembles 
the lizard, except that along the fpiue of the back he has as it were fins of two or 
three inches, which are as hard and as folid as the reft of his /kin. This animal, which 13 
generally eighteen or twenty feet long, has a large jaw, armed with murderous teeth. 
The King of Siam has them taken alive, and keeps them in parks, to fight with the 
tiger and elephant. This is one of the grand diverfione of the court. The combat 
between the tiger and the crocodile terminates in the death of both. 

Of all quadrupeds, the ftrongeft and largeft after the elephant, is the rhinoceros, 
who lives in the forefts. His (kin is a great objett of trade. The animal, whofe fenfe 
of fmelling is very fine, always gets under the wind; it is in rnarfhy places, which he 
inhabits by preference, that the hunters lay fnares for him j he lies down to fleep or 
wallow in muddy waters. Though dangerous when enraged, he is very eafy to furprife. 
His fize is nothing extraordinary, he is in general the height of a large afs, and would 
exactly referable it as to the head, if he had not above the nofe a horn about a hand’s 
breadth in length. When angry he fwells, and appears hideous. His /kin is brown, 
and fo hard, that a mu/ket ball cannot penetrate it. His tongue is bridled with fuch 
a rough membrane that he flays whatever he licks. He breaks with eafe the hardeft 
thorns, and his mouth is fometimes all bloody with them. The hunter aims his /hot 
between his ears, becaufe it is the only place the ball can penetrate. 

It is an error univerfally received in Europe, that the rhinoceros is the declared 
enemy of the elephant. The Siamefe have never remarked this antipathy, and 
when in travelling I have been obliged to flop near fprings of water, which are found 
here and there in the woods, I have often obferved quire fre/h marks of the feet of 
elephants and the rhinoceros, and my guides have never fpoken of that natural 
averfion, which it is faid divides thefe animals. I could difcover no figns of thofe 
bloody combats which always cofts the life of one of the adverfaries. If thefe conflicts 
were real, trees would be obferved overthrown, and the earth torn up, as is obferved 
in places where elephants have fought againft one another: and yet it is in places where; 
there is water, that the two ipecies might eafily meet. The elephants frequent them to 
bathe, and the rhinoceros goes there to feek the thorny wood, on whi<;h they feed. 

The Siamefe fometimes rear thefe animals, to make prefents of them to the Emperor 
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of China. They are obliged to take all thofe caught in the woods to the Ktng*s court* 
and this coimniffion is very dangerous, unlefs they take the precaution to kill the darn, 
who prote&s them with' fury. She never has but one young one at a time* and it is 
not known how many months die goes* becaufe they’ have never had the females when 
with young in a doineftic hate. 

The rhinoceros commonly feeds on the fharpeft thorns: he never lies down but ift 
muddy places add in the thickeft forefts: he turns up the earth like the pigs to find 
different roots. The Siamefe find his flefii exquifite, which is not furprifing, as he 
feeds on nothing but roots. It is a delicate prefent they make their friends ; and when 
it is Smoked, they make it an article of commerce. They are alfo very careful to pre- 
ferve its blood, and efpecially that of the heart, believing it to be a fovereign remedy 
for complaints in the breaft, and diforders incident to women. They diffolve a little 
ot the blood in brandy or rice-water, and take a fmall dole every morning: and from 
his horn they make cups, which they regard as a powerful antidote again[t all kinds 
of poifon ; and it is in confequence of this belief that raoft of the Kings of India will 
only drink out of cups of this fubftance ; and feme horns fell as high as a hundred 
crowns. When fplit through the middle, different figures are obfervable ; and the 
eye, deceived, fancies men, animals, trees, and fruits: in fliort, every part of its 
body is confidered medicinal* 

The Siamefe make light fiiields of his Ikin, which are bullet-proof: they prefer the 
Ikin which covers the thighs and fboulders, which are more fcaly than the other parts 
of the body. The reft of the ikin is not ufelefs ; they dry it in pieces, and when they 
would eat it they boil it; it becomes very 7 tender, and when well done they attribute 
to it the quality of purifying the blood. So many ufeful qualities would render the 
rhinoceros a valuable animal if he could be as eafily tamed as the elephant ; but art 
has yet never fucceeded in conquering his natural ferocity. 

There are feveral fpecies of tigers in the woods of Siam; and though India in ge¬ 
neral feems to be the country of thefe favage animals, it may be faid that the kingdom 
of Siam is their dwelling in particular$ the fpecies are there more various* The royal 
tigers are the molt dangerous; they make cruel war with men and horned cattle : their 
body is covered with black and yellow ftripes : they are but three feet high, but very 
long : their paws are immenfe, and their claws very large; they withdraw them or put 
them out like the cats ; their horrid and fiery countenance betrays their reftlefs and 
furious difpofition; their fparkling eyes difeover them in the night, by being per¬ 
ceivable at a confiderable diftance. They beat the ground with their tail while watch¬ 
ing their prey, and fpring on it as the cat does on a moufe : they fay that if he mifles 
his prey in the three fprings he makes, he quits it for ever/ His cry is fometimes fhrill 
and fometimes dreadful: he has the cunning to hide himfelf among the bmhes, from 
which he feldom m files the prey he marks. 

The terror of his countenance damps the ftouteft courage. Men have been found, 
till then intrepid, who have let their arms fall from their hand, and fuffer themfelves 
to be devoured, without thinking of defending themfelves. This terror that he in- 
lpires extends to all animals: they lofe their ftrength and become motior&lefs at his 
look, and have not even power to fly. It is however certain, that if one has the 
courage to remain firm, and not to fly 3 he himfelf lofes his intrepidity, and feems to 
refpeft valour in others, and only to delight in eafy conquefts. 

They diftinguifh another kind, which they call biba : they are the iize of our com¬ 
mon dogs: their fkin is yellow, andfpotted with round black fpots: he feldom attacks 
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Hien or cattle, but is very deftruclive to fowls, goats, deer, and-young pigs ; for the 
old ones do not fear him, and even ftoutly defend themfelves again ft the ftrongeft 

^During my refidence In this kingdom they told me of a combat between a large tiger 
and a ftrong boar, in which they both died of their wounds. There are feveral other 
kinds offmall tigers, not larger than our cats ; they get into the houfes at night, where 
they make great havoc among the poultry ' when the dogs can lay hold of them, they 
do not fpare them. 1 faw one entirely fpotted with a deep violet colour: 1 never faw 
fo beautiful a Ikin : to feed it, it required a fowl every day, which it Toon devoured. 

They have alfo a kind of pole-cat which yields mulk, but whole quality is much 
inferior to that of the mufk-cat. On our return to Europe we had one of thefe pole¬ 
cats on board the veffel, which very much annoyed us by the fmell it emitted: it had a 
particular paflage by which it dialled its mufk, and whenever that part was touched it 
uttered doleful cries. At Siam there is alfo, as in all India, mufk-rats, which get into 
the houfes. Every time they utter a cry they give an exhalation of mulk, which by its 
fir eng th caufes the head-ach j and if it continues its cries the fmell becomes infup- 
porrable. 

Th e Siamefe breed but few cattle, becaufe their religion forbidding them to eat 
their flelh, the trouble of breeding them becomes burthenfome; neverthelefs, they 
have domeftic oxen, but the wild ones, which they call catins, are much ftronger 
and larger. Their terrible horns, which they ufc dextroufly againft tigers, are their 
common arms. When the Siamefe kill them in the woods, they fmoke the flelh, be¬ 
caufe it is the only way to preferve it in a country where the exceffive heat lpoils every 
thing : but they have no great fale for it; for the continual perfpiration lb weakens 
their ftomachs, that they cannot digeft fo ftrong and grofs a food. 

It is not fo with the flelh of the buffalo, which they ufe without experiencing any 
inconvenience from it: perhaps the reafon is, the buffalo is a very hot animal; even 
Its milk is heating; therefore it is to be prefumed its flelh has the fame quality. It is 
larger than the ox ; its colour is an alhy black, the muzzle much lengthened, and the 
horns flat and very long, which almoft form a femicircle round his head. They ufe 
it for labour the fame as oxen; with tills difference, that it cannot bear the fatigue in 
exceffive heats : he then runs into ponds, with which this country is covered; he re¬ 
mains, there whole days, only fliewing the end of his nofe above the water, as if lie 
feared he would be required to work; but in the rainy feafon nothing diilieartens nor 
fatigues him. His lowing is Ibrill and weak, and nothing anfwers to the fize of his 
body. An Indian child leads flocks of them, and makes them obey him at pieafure j 
but when they lee whites they run at them,'‘unlefs their conductors prevent them: red 
deaths frighten them and enrage them. Europeans do not like the flelh of this 
animal, although the Indians find it more delicate and more juicy than that of the ox. 

In the woods of Siam are alfo bears, but few are met with on the coafts. They 
have no lions j thefe animals are banilhed from all parts of India, and it appears that 
Africa is their favourite foil. Wild boars are alfo very rare; but wild hogs are ex¬ 
tremely multiplied in the woods. At the riling and fetting of the fun they are feen 
coming from the woods, and fpreading themfelves in droves over the neighbouring 
plains. At the head of each drove are always two or three boars, who feem to a£t as 
guides. It is dangerous to hunt them ; for if you only wound them, they rulh on 
their enemy with fury, and determine on taking his life. The Siamefe never meet 
them without being armed with good lances to defend themfelves from their attacks. 
Thefe animals are black, their legs ihort, the back arched, and their bellies nearly 
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touch the ground. The douieflic hogs are better to eat, both frefti and fait, than the 
hogs of Europe ; the flelli is lighter, and the fat never hardens : it is all melted into 
lard, and is ul'ed inftead of butter, which is very fcarce and dear in this country : 
frefh oil one or two days old is the only kind they can ufe. The wild hogs only feed 
on roots, which makes their flefh more delicious. As the Siamefe feldora hunt them, 
they have nothing to fear but the tigers. 

Stags are very numerous in the woods. The fpecies would be very much multi¬ 
plied if the Siamefe did not make cruel war on them- When we crofs the woods of 
this kingdom, we remarked that the dung of the tigers was full of the hair of flags. 
They are exaftly like thofe of Europe. 

All the fhores of the Minan are covered with monkeys of different kinds and fizes : 
fome have tails, and others are born without that ornament. Thefe animals go in 
fquadrons, and never lefs than twenty or fifty are feen, who unite for the execution 
of their enterprises. When they fall on a field of fugar-canes or rice, iheharveft is 
over in a Angle night: they are not contented to fatisfy their voracity, they likewife 
deftroy every thing their glutted appetite rejefls. They are obliged in harveft-time 
to have watchmen to frighten them and prevent their approach. They jump from tree 
to tree, and the noife they make gives certain information of their arrival. They ge¬ 
nerally keep in thick woods* where they find fruit enough to feed on; but when 
cloyed with their ordinary food, they with to regard themfelves, they fly to d: culti* 
vated fields, where they find more delicious fruits* They fomethnes form ftfhmg par¬ 
ties : the fea-fide is then feen covered with thefe animals; fome break the oyfters with 
Hones ; others catch lobfters, of which they only leave the fcales and fhclls. When 
on a march the females carry their young ones under their bellies, who with their 
arms embrace the mother's body, and her loins with their legs. Modem travellers 
have confirmed the wonders the ancients have related of the extreme affection of thefe 
animals for their young ones: the mothers hold them to their breafts, and never 
abandon them, not even when mortally wounded by the hunters* Naturaiifts haveob- 
ferved, that they are the only animal fubjeft to the fame inconveniences as women. 
There is a fecond kind as ugly as they are mifchievous: their general height is two 
feet and a half. A third fort goes Angle, or in pairs; they always hide their face; 
the Siamefe look upon them as animals of ill omen. They do not eat their flefh ; but 
the others are considered by them as delicate food. Another kind of monkey is ob- 
ferved which moft refcmbles man; they call them onke ; they are implacable enemies 
to the others. They are either all black or all brown ; the hair of their hands and feet 
is white: they always keep in w T oods of lofty trees; they fpring from tree to tree with 
great agility : their arms in proportion to their bodies are much longer than thofe of 
other animals, and efpecially than thofe of other monkies ; when they walk they hold 
one arm lifted up in the air. They muff be taken at the breaff to make them tame ; 
ibr when once their character is formed, their natural ferocity can never be foftened. 
1 he hair of their body is very long and thick ; the fingers and nails of the hand are 
exaftly like thofe of men; their nofe is fiat, and the eye entirely blackthey lie at 
length, and put one arm under their head to ferve them as a pillow ; but when they 
are in the trees they fleep fitting, their head between their knees, their hands on their 
flomachs, and the length of their hair ferves them for a covering ; the heavieft rain 
cannot penetrate their ikin ; they have only to fhake themfelves to be dry. They 
take delight in rear in g. thefe kind of monkies, becaufe, being more mild than the 
others, they are not fo indecent. Careful and aflive, they never break or deffroy any 
thing; lovers of peace and compaffioitate, they go and embrace thofe who weep, and 
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their pity increafes as they hear the fighs of the wretched; nor will they quit them 
until they have feen their tears dried up. 

The woods of Siam prefent phenomena which are not obferved elfewhere. There 
are found there flying cats, which much refemble our cats in fize, form of the head, 
and by the whilkers. They mew and fpit when angry; their tail is tolerably long ; 
a fine membrane on each fide, which fpreads like a fail from the fore to the hind leg, 
folds under their belly when they walk on the ground, and opens out when they fpring 
from one tree to another: it is covered with very fine and Ihort hair. The Siamefe 
ufe them as a damper to their firing inftruments. 

There are flying lizards in every garden in Siam. The children play with thefe 
animals, which are not venomous; they are exactly like thofe feen in France. This 
lizard has two round bladders near his fore paws, and a third under the chin, which 
is oblong, and which he fills with air when he would go from one tree to another. 
It feems that the one under his chin fupports his head, as the others fupport his body $ 
when at reft, thefe bladders retire and hardly are vifible. 

The cameleon is a large lizard, about two inches broad and a foot in length. It 
Hands higher on its legs than the common lizard, and its claws are larger. Every 
garden is full of them ; nothing can be more hideous than their face. At the leaft 
noife he raifes hirafelf on his paws, lifts up his head, looks bold and dauntlefs, and 
changes colour. At firft he appears all green, then quite red, afterwards all violet 
colour, and fometimes all yellow. When expofed to the rays of the fun his colours 
appear more (hiking, and give him a terrible appearance. He feldom bites any one, 
though they do not venture to catch him. 

The toque is alfo a large lizard, fix or eight inches in length and one and a half in 
breadth ; its back is in fquare compartments, each of a different colour, as red, green, 
yellow, violet: its head is large, and enamelled with white and a dark brown. This 
animal, so beautiful to the eye, is very dangerous to touch: they kill it wherever they 
find if. Its claws are fo piercing that it flicks them into glafs. It walks along boards 
with its back downwards, to which it even faflens its eggs, which are flat on one fide, 
and as large as the end of the thumb. Its ordure has this Angular quality, that if any 
of it gets into one’s food, it entirely takes away the voice, which lafts near a month.. 
If any of its urine falls on the hand or fkin of any perfon, it caufes black fpots, which 
can never be got out. When it bites it never lets go its hold, and its claws never 
come away without taking out the piece. It begins its cry by chirping, which con¬ 
tinues increafing, and afterwards diminifhes in the fame proportion. 

Tortoifes are of feveral kinds; the rareft.is about eighteen inches broad and as many 
long; the back is covered with equaliy-diftributed compartments. They have fix 
paws, four of which, longer than the other two, about fix inches high from the 
ground, ferve them to walk on. There are many other tortoifes which are only met 
with at Siam ; they are only about ten inches long and as many broad. Their Angu¬ 
larity is, that as foon as they hear any noife, whether of man or animal, they draw 
themfelves in. The tortoifes, like thofe feen in France, are very delicate eating. 

The fea-tortoife may be mentioned here, as they afcend the rivers of Siam from 
thirty to forty leagues, to look for beds of fand to depofit their eggs in. It is for¬ 
bidden to kill them, becaufe they bring the King a great profit, who farms out each 
bed of fand where they are accuftomed to lay their eggs as high as forty eggs per 
annum. The flefli of young turtles, roafted under live coals, while their (hells are 
only as yet foft cartilages, is very good eating. 

Hedgehogs are found in all the woods; alfo porcupines; and an animal the Por- 
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tuguefe call bicho-vergonhofo: this is more curious than the others j it is a kind of 
porcupine ; only with this difference, that, inftead of thorns or darts, it has impene¬ 
trable fcales, which ferve it for defence againft all other animals. This animal digs 
deep holes with an induftry it would be itnpoflible to imitate. When furprifed, it be¬ 
comes like a large ball, neither fhowing head nor feet, and remains in this ftate, to 
take all chance from his enemy, till he hears no more noife. It is not lefs delicate 
eating than the porcupine, which in this country is looked upon as very wholefome 
food; and it is from this animal they obtain the moft efteemed bezoar-, and which is 
much dearer ihan that obtained from the molt valued monkey. A great diftin&ion 
between thefe bezoars is, that produced by the monkey mull be fcraped a little to be 
taken as an antidote againft poifon, while it is fufficient to foak that of the porcupine 
in water, to which it foon imparts its bitternefs, and makes it an excellent antidote. 
The porcupine bezoar is fo fubtle, that though you hold it fliut up in your hand, you 
perceive its bitternefs when you put it near your mouth, and that is the beft way to 
know if it is good or bad: far the other kind, put a little flacked lime, and dilute it 
in your hand, and then rub It with the bezoar : if the lime does not change colour, it 
is a ftone; but if it turns yellow it is real bezoar. 

Fifli is fo plentiful in all the rivers of Siam that otters breed very faff on their banks, 
becaufe they are fure of always finding plenty of food. They rear them fometimesin 
the houfes; they go to the river to feed; they return for fome time; but at length, 
tired of a domeftic life, they prefer a free and wild one, and return no more. 

The country produces few horfes, and thofe in the array are brought from Batavia. 
The Siamefe are bad horfemen; they with to be as much at eafe on a faddle as if they 
were fitting or lying down. An officer never gets on horfeback but what he has two 
Haves by his fide, to fupport him and prevent his falling; therefore they prefer ele¬ 
phants to horfes, becaufe on them they find the fame eafe as in their chambers: be¬ 
tides, horfes cannot be of much ufe in a country fo interfered with rivers and under 
water fix months in the year. The difficulty of feeding them, as well as oxen, makes 
their fervice bought at too dear a rate, where neither hay nor oats is produced. The 
King always keeps a few, which are treated with much attention j and thofe which are 
white fliare the honours bellowed upon elephants of that colour. 

CHAP. XI. — Birds. 

THE kingdom of Siam poffeffes many birdsj from which the inhabitants derive 
great advantages, whether as food or in trading for their feathers with the Dutch and 
Chinefe, who come for them to take to Japan ; or as thofe which are carnivorous 
eleanfe the country from carcafes whofe putrefaction might infeft the air. 

The moft beautiful bird of this country is called cai'pha, which means the fowl of 
heaven : it is very large, and about the fize of a turkey, but is much finer fhaped : it 
has red legs; all the feathers of the back and the upper part of the wings of a velvet 
black: the under part of the belly is purple mingled with blue and yellow : its tail, 
enamelled with various colours, is fet up like that of the cock: its long neck is covered 
with feathers of a glofiy black; its eyes are red, and it lias a tuft on its head of the 
fame colour. 

As the caipha is rare, fo is the peacock common : its plumage is of the greateft 
beauty, and its flelh of an exquifite flavour. Thus the Siamefe have a double advan¬ 
tage in hunting it, but it is difficult to take them, efpecially when it is only wounded: 
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it runsTo fwift it is impoffible to follow it; and though it fliould have a leg broken, 
it flies far and goes and dies in the woods. 

What they call noeriene is a very large bird, much larger than a turkey-cock, with 
red feet, and a filver-grey plumage; it has a long and Sender neck: its head, which is 
very final!, is crowned with a red tuft. This bird becomes tame: all the great people 
keep them, and chiefly the Mahometans who refide in the city of Siam. 

Parrots are very numerous: they have none which are entirely red, nor of the 
largeft fize; the one has a red beak and the other a black one: the black fooneft 
learn to talk. The plumage of both is always very fine. They are fometimes feen in 
flocks,, which when they fight make great havock. 

Small parroquets, the fize of one's thumb, are in the greatefl numbers. They 
appear in the air in flocks like thick clouds: their back and upper part of the wings 
is green, or yellow inclining to green; the beak and daws red ; the bread purple ; 
the eye piercing; under the wings and the belly of different colours: this variety is 
beautiful. The apple of their eye has a white circle, another red, and a third green 
or yellow: they have two fmall feathers which correfpond above their eyes, and which 
make them appear as if painted. When they fleep, they hang to a fmall branch by 
the feet, with the head downwards, which they take care to raife upon their breaft. 
They cannot be taught to talk: when old they become quite white: they are naturally 
gentle and tame, and become ufed to the cage even when full grown. To catch ‘them 
the children put one of thefe fmall parrots into a cage, with fome boiled rice, which 
they are very fond of; above the cage they place a flick a foot long, which they rub 
with glue ; they elevate this cage about thirty-five feet from the ground. The little 
prifoner being thus in the air, eats, hops, and looks about him; and as foon as he fees 
any flocks of his fpecies, he never flops crying till he draws fome from the flock 
to him: the cage being round, they alight on the glued flick at top; thofe who flick 
there hang with the head downwards; the cage is then lowered to take them : they 
clean their claws with a little oil: fcarcely are they put into a cage before they begin, 
to eat: they neither appear wild nor frightened like other birds when they firft find 
themfelves prifoners: they are called Surat parrots. They are very fond of a liquor 
drawn from palm trees, and of which brandy is made; it makes them drunk, and then 
they are eafily taken. The children fometimes take them in fuch quantities that they 
fell them to ftrangers, who take them on board of (hip, for a halfpenny a-piece. The 
cry and chirrup of this bird correfpond with its fize; their flefii is ftiuch eiteemed, but 
chiefly the wild ones, who only feed on the moft delicate fruits. 

In the province of Tennafferim is fometimes found the bird called bird of paradife, 
becaufe it has no legs. It is generally believed that it lives in the air, and is flying as 
long as it exifis. ihis opinion is founded on none ever being found on the earth bat 
fuch as are dead, and that no veftige of feet is any where to be obferved. They are 
found but feldom in the kingdom of Siam; they are more common in the ifland of 
Java. The Dutch dry them and preferve them as curiofities. Its plumage is of a 
beautiful golden yellow, without any mixture of colours ; it is the fize of a quail. 

Red pigeons are very common in the woods: their feathers are of almofl all the 
colours mingled : it is a very beautiful bird, but very difficult to rear when you cannot 
give it the fruits it is accuftomed to in the woods: its bill and claws are quite red, which 
may happen from the fruit it feeds on. It is remarked that parrots iofe the brightnefs 
o a me led which is natural to them when they do not get a certain fruit which 
glows m the woods, and which all birds are very eager after. The wings and body 
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of thefc pigeons, though red, are mingled with fome green, yellow, white, and blue 
feathers. 

The turtle-doves are very large, and of a beautiful deep green and red: they dif- 
play many other colours which appear changing. There are feveral kinds: the green 
turtle-dove coos like that of Europe; but that they call fire-dove, becaufe its colour 
approaches the red partridge, has a cooing peculiar to itfelf: It begins by crying 
coocoo feven or eight times, railing the voice a pitch each time, and the found is rather 
pleafing it afterwards coos like the common turtle : they are reared in cages on pur- 
pofe to hear this lingular cooing. 

Red fparrows are very common in this kingdom: there are few climates where the 
fpeeies is more multiplied. Thefe birds carry deftruftion to the fields: the Siamefe, 
to prevent their ravages, make figures of draw which they cover with rags : they have 
alfo little windmills which they place in the trees, and with the lead breath of air they 
make a noil'e which frightens away thefe deftru&ive birds. 

The bird that the Siamefe call king of the camerons, that is to fay, of craw-filh, is 
fo called becaufe he every day frequents tile lhores of the fea and rivers, where he feeds 
on that Ihell-filh. The plumage of this bird in beauty yields to none: it is a mixture 
of feathers of all forts of colours, in which the green predominates. It is remarkable, 
that among ail the birds which poffefs fuch beautiful plumage, nature has not endowed 
any one with its fliare of an agreeable linging voice. The Siamefe drip thefe birds by 
taking off the ikin with all the feathers; they dry it and dick it on paper, which they 
fell for the Japan trade. 

It may be faid that the fly-bird is a chef-d’oeuvre of nature; none is more lively nor 
has more variegated colours, although it is the fmalled in its fpeeies among the 
birds: it is not larger than the end of one’s little finger; its feathers are an affemblage 
of every colour; its bill is not larger than a needle^ and is as long as all the reft of 
its body. It only lives on the dew which every morning adorns the flowers: it does 
not open its bill to ftp it, but under it is a fmall hole, almoft imperceptible, through 
which it thrufts its tongue, which is not thicker than a thread. It is by this mechanifin 
that it collects the dew on which it feeds. Its voice is fo fmall it can fcarcely be 
heard. The children, who often catch them, tie them by a thread and play with 
them ; but they cannot preferve them long, on account of the difficulty of feeding 
them. There are two or three other fpeeies of this bird which are twice as large: 
their bill refemblesThat of the fparrow: they call one of thefe fpeeies leaden bill, be- 
eaule the beak is the colour of that metal. All thefe kinds are very beautiful: thofe 
who admire thefe things dry them to preferve them. ' 

We muft not here f orget a kind of fmall fowl not larger than a pigeon: the Siamefe 
call them anas: they are quite white. It is not very uncommon to have them hatched 
cock and hen at the fame time, and the attributes of both are common to them. No¬ 
thing can be prettier than thefe little cocks, whofe wings trail the ground, and their 
tail, full of large white feathers, very much elevated above their head. They all have 
the fame inftinfl; as other cocks, and are not lefs punctual in crowing at day-break. 
The mar flies and woods of Siam are full of ducks, geefe, and teal, like thofe of 
Europe: it is nothing extraordinary for a fportfman to take forty of them in a day. 
There are alfo excellent fnipes and quail, rather lefs than thofe of Europe. 

Every body rears fowls, but the natives feldom eat them, through a principle of 
religion, which makes them prefer fifh. They reckon four kinds- Common fowls like 
ours: the flefh and bones of the fowls are quite black. Frizzled fowls have their 
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feathers the wrong way, and Indead of lying down along their body they flick up in, 
the air, which gives them a ftrange appearance. There is a fourth kind, which is 
hatched and lives in the woods; they are wild, and are only to be got by (hooting 
them; their claws and bill are very black, and their fpurs thin, hard, and as long as 
a needle. They are better eating than thofe which are fed, which doubtlefs is owing 
to the difference of their food. 

The ducks they call Manilla ducks orginally come from Peru, from whence they 
were taken to the ifland of Lucon, in which is Manilla. They are fo plentiful that 
they are bought very cheap. They are much larger than common ducks; their flight 
is rapid: above the bill is a piece of red flefli, which hangs like that on turkeys, of 
which they have not been able to preferve the lpecies at Siam, on account of the inun¬ 
dations and heavy rains. 

The Siamefe have a bird they call voulan, which is as big as a large turkey: it is 
wild, and its head is without feathers, which has procured it that name, which fignifies 
bald head. This bird, which is good to eat, has much the rei'etnblance of a turkey 
hen, and its flefli has nearly the lame flavour. The fportfnien do not willingly feek 
it, becaufe it is only met with at a diftance from inhabited places, and as the Siamefe 
are enemies to fatigue, they are afraid to undertake it. 

We muft not forget the fmall bird called tire-tire; it is too kind to travellers not to 
claim their notice. It lias nothing remarkable in its plumage: its common cry is tire- 
tire, which has procured it its name. It lies on the ground with its legs upwards: this 
attitude has caufed the Siamefe to fay, that it is fearful the Iky will fall on it. When 
it fees any one on the road or in the woods in danger from wild beads, it fcrcams with 
all its drength, and flutters round him j it afterwards goes and repeats the fame cries 
over the place where the animat lies in ainbufcade: this officious care puts the traveller 
on his guard. If its attention makes it edeemed by travellers, it excites the hatred of 
the fportfinan, becaufe its benevolent voice warns thofe of its kind of his prefence. 

The bird the Siamefe call double-bill has very long wings, with which he makes a 
flapping noife in the air. He is thus named becaufe he actually appears to have two 
bills: above the firft he has as it were a fecond horn bill, but which is not flit. This 
bird always goes in pairs. They form their neds in large holes in old trees, which 
they eafily find in thofe immenfe foreds. When the female fits on her eggs flie cannot 
leave her ned ; and the male, the better to confine her to it, dints her up in this hole, 
the mouth of which he bops up with clay, only leaving a fmall hole to feed her 
through. The Siamefe fay, that every time he brings her food he jealoufly examines 
the clay j and if he fees any other traces than his own, he opens the hole and kills the 
female. They fuperditioufly refufe to keep the head of this bird in their houfes, be¬ 
caufe they believe that it would create difcord between them and their wives: this bird 
is good eating. 

Siam Teems to be the country of crows, and the air is fometiines darkened with 
them: neverthelefs, as this kingdom has many uninhabited places, and is covered 
with immenfe foreds, they do not every where find proper food; to obtain which 
they frequent inhabited places, where they feem to defy the attack of man. They 
even enter the houfes, from which they take every thing* that fuirs them ; more efpe- 
<ially in the kitchens, where they make their bed booty, and they carry off every eat¬ 
able they can find. All the inteftines of animals which are thrown away they alfo 
devour, by which they render the inhabitants a fervice, as they free them from every 
thing that might infect the air. 
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The crow "will appear dainty and abflemious if compared with the vulture. This 
bird is as large as a turkey, which it fo much refembles that the Siamefe themfelves can 
hardly diftinguilh them. Though the flefh of it is not bad they defpife it, becaufe the 
vulture feeds on dead bodies. Devotees, when dying, requeft that their bodies may be 
abandoned to thefe voracious birds. The talapoins cut them in pieces and throw them 
to the vultures which furround them, and which, by being accuftomed to feed on the 
flefli, become more partial to it than to that of other animals. As the crow poffeffes 
the fenfe of fuelling in a finer degree than the vulture, he precedes them a day to tear 
the carcafes: thefe in their turn feize all the putrid food they find, and by their vora¬ 
city ftifle the germ of corruption. This bird, though heavy, rifes very high, and 
Ikims in mid air. It is true that when on the ground he does not rife at once from the 
fpot where he reftcd ; he begins by running twelve or fifteen paces to give his body 
motion ; he then takes his fpring, and flies like other birds. 

In each flock of vultures is generally obferved a bird of another fpecies much larger: 
its legs are thick, and about a foot and a half in length ; its body is twice as large as 
the vulture’s; its beak is very thick and crooked at the end, and eight or ten inches 
long : it is more voracious than the vulture : its afpe£t is gloomy and hideous. The 
Siamefe fay it even devours the bones: it carries off carcafes, and clears the places 
where they have burnt dead bodies, efpecially thoi'e of the poor, which are always in 
greater number and not fo much burnt. 

The filence of the night is incefiantly interrupted by the cries of large and fmall owls 
and fcreech owls, which, attracted by the frnell of the carcafes, go in the night to 
devour what the birds left: in the day. They afterwards retire into the roofs of large 
buildings: the temples of the idols are full of them; there nothing difturbs that filence 
they delight in all the day, becaufe the temples are only frequented during the night 
while they are feeking their food; and that is alfo the time when they celebrate their 
myfteries and religious ceremonies. The Siamefe, as fuperftitious as the common 
people are in Europe, believe that when one of thefe birds perches on the roof of a 
houfe death threatens" fome one in it; when an owl fcreams in flying over a houfe 
they believe themfelves in danger of fome fudden misfortune. They have alfo another 
fuperftition concerning the folitary bird, fo called becaufe it always goes alone: it is 
rather larger than a Iparrow and of the lame colour: when it perches before a houfe 
and utters its little note, they examine if it came from the north or fouth, to judge if 
the news they expect will be good or bad. 

Befides thefe night-birds there are others who cry in the night, efpecially in the 
forefts: for befides the tire-tire, which cries day and night, there are two other kinds ; 
one whofe cry refembles a blackfmith beating iron on an anvil, for which reafon they 
call it the blackfmith; and another kind which imitates a carpenter when cutting 
timber, and they call it wood-borer. 

It is faid that formerly they had no nightingales in their country, although they are 
now numerous at Margui: they think they have been brought by European vefiels. Of 
all the birds of Siam there is none but the nightingale which has a pleafing voice; ap¬ 
parently the heat is injurious to the organ of the voice. 

More bats, and of different kinds, are found in this kingdom than perhaps in any 
part of the world. Their place of refuge is near the temples and the convents of the 
talapoins. There are large trees covered all day with fuch an immenfe quantity of 
them that they appear black: maffes of bats, clinging to one another, hang from the 
branches: thofe who do not know what it is take them for the large fruits of thofe 
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trees. IF any one fhould throw ftones, or fire a gun into the trees, they would foon 
have the Talapoins about their ears, who would ufe them very roughly ; for with them 
it is a crime which merits inftant punifhment, to difturb the repofe of animals, who 
have taken fbelter near places confecrated to divine worfhip. One kind is as large as 
a partridge; in the night-time they eat the fruit in the gardens, efpecially mangoes 
and guavas. Some Siamefe eat them, and they may be good, as they eat nothing 
but fruit, but their hideous countenance is difgufting. The greateft advantage they 
derive from them is the faltpetre they obtain from their dung, which they are 
careful to colled among the rocks, and in the temples, which are always full of it. 

The diver is iomething like a fowl. It flies from forty to fifty feet above the fea. 
Its fight is fo keen, that it fees the fifh as they fwim beneath, and inftantly dives with 
fuch rapidity, that one would imagine it was a heavy Hone which fell in. It feizes the 
fifh, and carries it on fhore to eat it. 

The kite does not poffefs the fame faculty as the diver, although he alfo goes a, 
fifhing. His method is to dart upon the fifh he fees on the furface of the water, and 
as he flies to feize it in his claws, which are very long and of great ftrength. 

The pelican is a much larger bird. Its plumage is white; under its bill, which is 
eighteen inches long, it has a kind of large bag, in which it puts the fifh it catches. 
Its body is very large, and its wings may be about feven or eight feet long. It lives 
entirely on fifh, which it takes with its bill, but it does not plunge into the water 
like the diver. It fifhes on the fhore, where it catches a number of fmall fifli, with 
which it fills its pouch,. which contains enough to keep it the whole day. 

GHAP. XII. — Reptiles and Infe&s. 

The ferpent is the large® reptile of thefe forefts: fome are monftrous. They may 
be judged by the fize of thofe which penetrate into the houfes. Its bite is not more 
dangerous than that of a dog. • 

They call fnake-ftones, thofe which cure the venemous bites of fnakes : they are 
black, round and flat, and thicker in the middle than at the fides. This ftone is 
applied to the bite: if the wound is oval it flicks to it immediately,. and does not fall 
off, till it has extracted all the venom : as foon as it detaches itfelf it fhould be put into 
milk, which draws all the poifon from it, otherwife it breaks and becomes- ufelefs. 
The milk into which it is put turns blue and green, a proof of the venom it has extracted. 
It may happen that it leaves the affe&ed part from being faturated with the poifon : 
in that cafe after having made it difgorge, it is put on again, to try if it flicks a fecond 
time, and this is continued till a perfed cure takes place. Thefe ftones are fpread 
all over India j but one is often deceived, becaufe counterfeit ones are made, which 
is found out on ufing them. This ftone is highly valuable in a country where fnakes are 
fo common, that they are found fometimes upon and under the beds. 

Of all the fnakes of India, the moft dangerous and at the fame time the moft com¬ 
mon, is the hooded fnake, fo called by the Portuguefe becaufe it has a kind of cowl, 
which it opens when enraged. This fnake is fo common in the courts and gardens, 
that it is dangerous to walk in them in the dark. To avoid them, they carry canes at 
night, to the end of which are faftened fmall pieces of iron, ftrung on a wire, which as 
often as the cane touches the ground makes a noife, and frightens away any fnakes 
that may be near. There is none has a more horrid afpeft, particularly when irritated: 
they then erect this cowl above their head, which may be about four inches high, and 
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covers two ears of the fame fize, and hifs fhaking their heads. When they are not 
confined, they fly at the objefts that irritate them. Dogs attack them, and always 
runVound them. The fnake, which has its head elevated two or three feet from the 
ground, according to its length, cannot turn fo nimblyit however tries always to 
face its enemy, till the dog finds an opportunity to feize it by the middle of the body; 
he fhakes it with all his ftrerigth, not to allow it time to bite him, and then throws 
it away from him. If he fees the fnake get up again he begins the fame method, till 
he has broken the fpine of its back. When the fnake can no longer get up, he then 
eafily approaches it, and takes it, and fhakes it till it ceaies to move. This is the mo ft 
venomous fnake of them all. Its bite is mortal if an immediate remedy is not applied. 
Its poifon i'eerns to coagulate the blood ; to prevent its effects, a good dofe of orvietan 
and treacle mult be immediately taken : a little is put on the wound, after the bad 
humour has been taken away. 

A Angularity in the Siamefe, is, that though they fear thefe dangerous reptiles as 
much as any body elfe, they not only dare not hurt them, but as they are glad For 
them to take up their abode under their houfes, as a fign of good luck, they think if 
they were to kill them, the ruin of their profperity would enfue; and when they fee 
that the Chriftians do not fpare them, they fay, “ it is aftonifhing misfortune does not 
fall on thefe Chriftians.” Though the Siamele do not deftroy thefe animals, as it is 
feldom their bite is attended with death, they accuftom themfelves to walk among the 
grafs with as much unconcern, as we walk the ftreets, where a tile may fometimes fall 
on our heads and wound us. They add, that they take the precaution not to ftir, if 
■when they are lying down, they feel a fnake crawl over them, and that then it never 
hurts them. I know not if I fhould have that refolution, but it has never been known 
that thefe animals have hurt any one while afleep. 

The forefts of Siam, are filled with vipers and leeches, more efpecially in rainy 
feafons. Travellers who flop, are immediately covered with fmall leeches, which are 
feldom larger than needles ; but very large ones are found by the fide of brooks, which 
the Siamefe ufe to draw the blood from any part of the body in which they may feel 

{ >ain : for they do not know how to bleed like the Europeans. There are alfo fea- 
eeches, which the Chinefe who live in the kingdom of Siam trade in. They get them 
on the ihores of the iflands. Thefe leeches are an inch broad, and the longeft about 
four inches. They fplit them and dry them : they relilh them, though to us they 
feemed like a piece of boiled leather; they however fell them, and carry great quanti¬ 
ties to China. 

Centipedes are fo common in this country, that they abound every where. The 
thinneft appear the molt dangerous ; they are not thicker than a thread, and two or 
three inches long ; wherever they touch the Ikin they burn It. At night they feetn 
all on fire. In the houfes, and among old ruins, they find fome as thick as the finger, 
and three or four inches long, which have two little pincers on their heads, fimilar 
to thofe of the lobfter, with which they wound, and caufe an exquifite pain, without 
being dangerous. The Siamefe think them a treat when roafted. 

Scorpions are equally as numerous. Some are white, and are found in houfes; 
their fting is not incurable, though it is very bad *. the others are black, and are found 
among the rubbifh of the gardens and courts: the fting of thefe is mortal. The white 
in general are not larger than the thumb, but the black ones are as large as the hand, 
and have two pincers as ftrong as thofe of a lobfter. The fight of this animal infpires 
a certain horror. A captain of a Madras veflel told the Trench miflioners that he 
had found a fcorpion in the hold of his fliip, which it had turned quite blue, and that 

6 after 


HISTORY Of SIAM. 631 

after the* had killed it they fetched it out; it was at leaft eighteen inches wide and 
the knots, with which its tail was furmfhed, were like buttons. The fling o uc 
aa animal would be nearly inftant death. The common cure for it is the oil of fcor- 
pions, in which they drown thefe infeas ; for which reafon the natives put all they 

catch into a jar of oil* c 

It is not furprifing that fo hot a country as Siam fliould produce numbers of cater¬ 
pillars. One kind is very dangerous : they are black, Ihort and very much brittled 
with fine hair, which carries a very fubtile poifon; fo that if one of thefe hairs toucheb. 
the fkin, it flicks to it, and immediately caufes a violent itching, which brings on an 
ulcer. The remedy is immediately to rub the part that itches with wax to draw the- 
hair, for fhould it remain, it would caufe terrible fores: thefe caterpillars are more 
dangerous for the hands and body, than for the feet ; as the Siamele wear no ihoes, 
the foies of their feet are fo hard, that common thorns cannot penetrate them. 

Gnats and other flies are very troublefome in this country, in the evening, till towaids 
ten o’clock at night; and the elephant-flies, which they call, fling-quick, are mfupport- 
able during the day, for as foon as they alight, they fling fmartly, even through the 
deaths. The Siamefe call them elephant-flies, becaufe they follow that annual, and- 
they fcarcely find any where he is not* Thefe large black flies have a itronger itmg 
than the bee - otherwife they derive much profit from them, on account of the gluten 
with which they infe£t the honey ; nobody ufes the latter, becaufe it is too bitter. 

In this kingdom black and white ants are of fo many fpecies, and fo numerous 
that fometimes they do much injury: the white ones particularly devour every thing, 
fluffs, books, &c.» even wood and houfes. The red and fmall black ones bite vei y 
hard, and leave blifters on the fkin: it is difficult to efcape them on the roads, as well 
as gnats, flies, and mufquitos, but they make a fmoke under the houfe. and the heat 
drives them away : they alfo take away all lights, becaufe they attraft them. IV hen 
the feafon is very dry, and there is a north wind, there are fcarcely any.. 

Nothing can afford a finer fight in the night-time, than to fee a tree entirely covered 
with fire flies : itfeems decked with blight fparks, which expire and rekindle alinoft 
at the fame inftant. Thefe flies are not hurtful. It is eafily perceptible that they give 
this light, when they fwell a little, and inhale the air. 

The glow-worm has a different quality : its brightnefs, which does not ceafe, is all 
in the head, it is very final!, and is not venomous. 

There are feveral kinds of butterflies. At certain times of the year the ants acquire 
wings, and fly in fuch numbers that they oblige one to quit the place where they alight 
towards the evening: fortunately this inconvenience does not laft more than two or 
three hours, after which they perilh, fo that the ground is often covered with them. 
The bats feed on them. W hen thefe clouds come, one is obliged to put out all the lights; 
if not they would fill the houfe. If one is at fupper, they cover and fpoil all the victuals, 
which cannot be touched afterwards. This irruption only happens once or twice in the 
year. Butter-flies of various brilliant colours are feen at almoft all times, except during 
the rains; fome have the centre of their wings as tranfparent as glafs, and the reft, of 
different colours, reprefent peacocks’ feathers. 

The noife the crickets make in the woods is furprifing: in the ftillnefb of the night 
they are heard on board the veflels, though anchored a quarter of a league from land, 
and this noife is fometimes as tuneful as piufic. 

The golden May-fly is the molt beautiful infefl. It refembles in form thofe of 
Europe ; but its wings appear enamelled with green and gold ; the head has the fame 
tints, or is red and dull gold. They are found, very large, in trees they call ervd, 

the 


HISTORY OF SIAM, 


633 

the wood of which is foft; it keeps in among its roots: their eggs are not larger than a 
fmall grain of ihot. 

There is a very lingular animal, which may be ranked with the preceding fpecies, 
bred in the dung of elephants. It is entirely black, its wings are ftrong, and its head 
extremely curious : it is fuvnilhed on the top with feveral points, in the form of a 
trunk, and a fmall horn in the middle: it has four large feet, which raife it more than 
an inch from the ground : its back feems to be one very hard entire Ihell. It flies to 
the very top of the cocoa-trees, of which it eats the heart, and often kills them if a 
remedy is not applied. Children play with them, and make them fight, I have alfo 
obferved that champignons rather larger than ours grow in elephants’ dung. 


CHAP. XIII. — Sea and River Fijh. 


Every body in Siam is allowed to hunt and filh, without paying any tax, but a 
king’s officer, called Aprataenum, governor of the waters, prevents them from filhing 
in a manner that would deflroy too many fifh at a time. & 

The rivers and fea-coafls of this kingdom abound more with fife than elfewherc: 
the reafon doubtlefs is, becaufe the rivers for fix months in the year overflow the 
fown grounds, and then the filh find plenty of food: they become larger by it, and do 
not prey on one another. But before we mention their kinds, it may be proper to 
deferibe the method of filh ing at Siam. 

The calling net, which they call tarafa, is the mod generally ufed. They ferve fome 
to amufe them in fiflung, and others to gain their livelihood by this trade. They have 
alfo feins, and ufe them as we do in Europe. They put Hakes at the entrance of final! 
arms of rivers, and when it is high water, they fliut up the bottom of the river with 
hurdles, which the flakes confine, where the filh affemble in fuch quantities that they 
may be taken with the hand. * * 


Thofe who cannot procure a net fifh with a line, or elfe they go with balkets alontr 
the rivers, which they put in the water from time to time, and take out the filh they 
find in them by an opening made on the top. Some fifh with a bait, which thev 
put in filh pots fattened to Hakes. In fea fifhing they harpoon the large filh ■ but to 
take common ones on the banks of fand, at the entrance of large rivers, where there 
are many llreams, they drive Hakes in the water near to each other, and make two 
hurdles, one end of which is not more than fifteen feet wide, and the other more than 
three or four hundred feet, which forms an immenfe narrow cul-de-fac * they nut 
m this, hurdles which they raife up when the tide rifes, and let down before it falls 
7 he fifh which is carried by the ebbing of the tide, is Hopped againH this hurdle* 
which they raife like a trap ; they then let it fell into their boat which is along-fide ’ 
The head-fifh is the moH plentiful; it is carried in the furrounding countries when 
faked or dried. The Dutch fend for it from Batavia to the ifland of Java ; it ferves 
them as a kind of ham. Its form is nearly like that of a whiting, but much larger. 
The black is the bell flavoured, and dreffes better than the white, whofe flelh is very 
beautiful r in certain feafons, however, there are black fpots in it, which are very 
ddagreeable. The Siamefe fey, that it is during the time thefe filh eat coal that their 
flelh [pods, during which they eat them as little as poflible. To felt it they folk it 
down the back, and give it two flalhes on each fide, without feparatinv the pieces 
towards the head and tail. They then lay it out to dry, after having fprinkled it with 
iatt. When it is a little dried, it can be kept, and carried to fea. 


A filh 
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A fifh called falite is not larger than the hand, and is fo plentiful in rivers, that they 
are very cheap eating; there are more of them eaten fait than frefh : it fomewhat re- 
fembles a plaice. 

The faliman is a fifh of the ffze and fliape of a herring ; towards the tail it has a 
dart, with which it often wounds the fifherman, but without any danger; they are 
quit for a day or two’s pain. It is very good and plentiful in the rivers and ponds. 

They have many fprats: the lea ones are fimilar fo thofe of Europe; the frefh 
water I prat is almoft as large as the hand, flat and very thick ; they are excellent eating, 
and their own fat fries them. To take them, they ufe a cafting-net made of white wire, 
which they are careful to keep very clean j for if it was not, they believe they fhould 
not catch any. 

It is unneceflary to mention eels, mufcles, lobfters, and other fifh known in 
Europe. The Siamefe feldom eat them, becaufe they are found in dead bodies brought 
down by the river. 

So wet a country naturally breeds plenty of toads, frogs. See.; they are of the fame 
form with ours; the Siamefe only eat the frogs ; the loads are not venomous. 

The fea fifh are, as every where elfe, better than thole of the rivers; but it is almofl: 
impofiiblc, on account of the heat, to have them frefh at the city of Siam, which is 
nearly forty leagues from the fea : they generally there eat the ray, becaufe it comes 
up before the city. They take them curioufly - they throw a large rope into the 
middle of the water, furnilhed with a number of bits of packthread of different 
colours, each of which has a hook; the rope is ftretched and fecured by an anchor 
at each end, being fupported by fmall pieces of wood fattened at certain diftances, fo 
that it can only fink two feet deep ; they bait the hooks; the fifii are caught every 
moment, and when they take out the rope, there are a great quantity. They catch 
them alfo with the line. They are generally about four feet long: their tail, which 
is fit to make whips, is nearly as long. The large rays are not very good eating, par¬ 
ticularly when frefh, but its liver is delicious. 

The large kind is the leaff dangerous; it has not any dart on its tail, while the fmall 
fort has, in the middle of his, a thorn four or five fingers long, as white as ivory, very 
(harp, and armed on both fides with teeth. When they put it in the boat, it ftrikes 
with its tail, and leaves its dart in the wound. When boiled they are very delicate. 
Thofe called fire rays are very fmall; they blifter whatever part of the body they 
touch, and they pain as much as a burn'* All the filhermen fay, that when you touch 
them with a rod, let it be ever fo long, you feel a linking in the hand that obliges you 
to let it go. 

The fword-fifh is alfo very common in thefe feas, and they are often found among 
the iflands: it refembles the dog-fifh, and its flelh has the fame tafte. From the end 
of its head projects a bony fubttance nearly as large as its body : there are teeth on both 
fides in form of a faw; the extremity of it is very fharp, and feems to run from the 
head. 

The lamentor is feldom found in thefe feas, becaufe few of the (bores afford it grafs, 
where it loves to retire, and where it brings forth its young. The Siamefe call it the 
fhe-fifh, becaufe it has breafts, and parts like thofe of a woman. It fuckles its young 
qne : its voice is plaintive, front whence doubtlefs its name of lamen or. Its head 
more reiembles that of a faw than any other. It is apparently this fifh w hich gave rife 
to the ancient fables of fyrens. 

Sharks and porpoifes iwarm, but they are feldom caught, becaufe they are not 
good to eat, conlequently nobody buys them : they fometiiv.es take their oil to bum, , 
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or to prepare pitch which they fhip j though they ufe but little of it, as they have 
better oil. 

The fifii they call pampre is very good ; the white and the black are the belt kinds; 
they can only be diftiaguifhed by the colour of* their fkin, for in other refpe£ts they 
are all alike : the Iargeft are about a foot long, and thick in proportion. 

The fea-hen is alfo very excellent eating } it has no refemblance to the common fowl. 
This fifh, although fiat like the pampre, has a large bone, which makes its back much 
thicker, and on its body are very bright red and blue colours. 

The fer and naire are very good fifii:. when the Siamefe take a good many of them 
they open and fait them, or dry them on Hones : they have nearly the fame tafte as 
fair fifh, and their flefh is likewise flaky. 

The fifh the Siamefe call begoude is feldom larger than the thumb, and feven or 
eight' inches long: its flefh refembles the whiting, but has more flavour. 

°The needle is a filh rather inferior in tafte: its long and fharp head obtained it its 
name. Such are the moft common fifh found in this kingdom, and which are any 
way remarkable. 

CHAP. XIV. — Shell Fifh . 

THIS country is not wanting in fhell fifh. The fea mufcles, which are excellent? 
are very plentiful. Oyfters are very common, but the Siamefe do not eat them; they 
do not even take the trouble to gather them off the rocks *, thofe who wilh for any 
go and get them themfelves, for which reafon ftrangers do not often eat them : they 
are of three different kinds. Pearls are found in oyfters like thofe of Europe, and 
they get mother-of-pearl from them: whole (hells make it. 1 he Siamefe clean the 
top of the oyfter with vinegar or lime juice, and afterwards faw the fliell to make 
different articles of it. At the feminary of St. Jofeph they had made a very beautiful 
crucifix, in which the head and body of Chrift were of mother-of-pearl in one piece; 
the legs and arms were of pieces joined together. Formerly the great people had a 
quantity of little boxes, writing Hands, and canes covered with this mother-of-pearl, 
representing drawings of flowers and leaves. 

The Chinefe and Siamefe ufe a very different kind of oyfter : the {hells are not 
thicker than paper; they are tranfparent, and have fcarcely any cavity within: the 
oyfters, which are as large as the palm of the hand, are as thin as the leaf of a tree. 
The Chinefe ufe them as glafs for their windows : the light they afford is very good, 
but objeflrs cannot be difcerned through them. The Siamefe call thefe oyfters fabula, 
and find them better eating than thofe of Europe. 

The fea throws up in every country large glaires, known in Europe under the name 
ofFlemilh hat. This fubftance does not appear to have any animal form ; there is only 
feen a large round ball of matter, thick in the middle, and diminilhing towards the 
edges: quantities are found on the fliore of Mergui. The Chinefe diftinguilh the 
good from the bad better than the Siamefe: thofe that are eaten they envelope with 
red earth mixed with fait: it is in this ftate that they have the form of a Flemilh hat.. 
To drefethem they have only to wafh them, and they immediately become like the 
fineft white tranfparent jelly. It is cut in fmall fhreds, and mixed with fiices of imall' 
cucumbers to make a falad. Thefe fhreds crack under the teeth, and have a very 
pleafant certain marine tafte. 

The bontal is a very ugly filh, quite round, from which iffues a little head, and at 
the two fides of its body two finall fins. The Siamefe-maintain that this animal is 
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formed from the fruit of a tree which grows in abundance by the fea-fide; and when 
it falls into the water it changes by degrees into a fea-toad. Several affirm they have 
feen one which was yet half fruit and half toad, which might very naturally happen: the 
fpawn of die toad attaching itfelf to this fruit, the animal grows in proportion as the 
fruit decays; but it mull not on that account be faid that the fruit changes into a toad. 

The Siamefe are very fond of crabs, and have a method of drelfing them which 
feems excellent: they take out all the flelh, chop it very fmall with herbs, and after¬ 
wards roalt it in the fliell of the crab, which makes a very good little pie. They 
catch them with a line, and when the crab has feized the hook, they do not take them 
quite out of the water till they have put a fmall balket under them; For as foon as the 
crab feels the air, it quits the hook and falls into the fea again, but the balket catches it, 
and it is not loft. A great number of thefe crabs are found petrified in the beds of mud 
which appear when the fea ebbs, and thofe which are found whole are very curious. 
It is ftrange that an animal Ihould become a Hone, and yet it cannot be^ reafonably 
queftioned but that Hones are formed of them. The Ihape of the animal is frequently 
found whole with its claws. This petrilied crab is a good remedy againft dilfenteries j 
a little is taken pounded, diluted in brandy. 

They call an animal tourlerou, almolt fimilar to the crab, which makes hummocks 
of earth where it relides. They are found in great quantities in the marihy places of 
Mergui. It walks Tideways, and has a red back like the crab : when drelfed, it is good 
for nothing. 

I have forgot the name of another fpecies of crab. Its form is peculiar: the fliell 
which covers its back is in the fame form as an officer’s gorget, from under which 
iffues a long and ftraight tail. This animal is dangerous, for its eggs are of fuch a 
fubtle poifon, that the Siamefe fay there is no remedy for it j neverthelefs they eat 
them, but they mult drefs them themfelves, for any one elfe might be deceived. 

The homars, or fea lobfters, and other cruftaceous filh, are alfo very common in 
thefe feas, and elpecially flirimps, which are fo plentiful, that they form a conlider- 
able article of trade in the country where they are generally eaten. 

CHAP. XV. — State of the Kingdom, 

TOWARDS the end of the feventeenth century the kingdom of Siam was ilourifh- 
ing at home and refpefted abroad. The affiftance that Louis XIV. had fent them 
fecured its profperity, and perhaps was fufficient to correft the errors of its conftitu- 
tion: but what ought to have beftowed on it an additional Iuftre, was the caufe of its 
misfortunes and overthrow. The Siamefe forgot the value of a kindnefs which con- 
flit uted their l'ecurity and prepared the way to their glory. Their pufillanimous 
Prince was fearful of being enflaved by five hundred men that had been fent for his 
defence: they were viewed as ambitious men, who, under the name of affectionate 
friends, were only come to tyrannife over them. The priefts raffed their feditious 
voice againft their generous protestors, and placed an ambitious man on the throne, 
who had dazzled them by the parade of an affeCted zeal for their religion. 

Pitracha, placed on a throne, polluted with the blood of the royal family, was born 
with all the talents of great men, and all the vices of confpicuous villains. As foon as 
he had obliged the French to quit his Hates he faw nothing to moleft him. While, 
furrounded by the worflnppers of his fortune, he enjoyed the fruit of his crimes, a 
prieft of Pegu, who gave himfelf out as the eldefl of the two brothers of the laft King, 
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kindled the flame of a new rebellion. He had for a long time been a prifoner at 
Juthia, and, during his detention, he informed himfelf correftly of the flate of the 
court. This impoftor decked his romance in the moll fedu&ive colours, and ten 
thoufand Siamefe ranged themfelves under his ftandard. It was eafier for him to 
make dupes than to fubfift an army: but the fanaticifm he infpired made them blind' 
to the magnitude of the dangers, and all feeined determined to avenge their chief or 
perifli with him. 

The King’s fon intending to take his pleafure at a place fome leagues diftant from 
the capital, went with a numerous and magnificent court. The Peguan prieft deter¬ 
mined to lie in wait for him in a w r ood through which he mull pafs. His intention 
was to maffaere him and all his attendants, to march afterwards to the city, where all. 
were in a falfe fecurity, and to make away with the King and all his family. This plan, 
concerted with the greateft fecrecy, would have entirely fucceeded, if the miftruft, 
natural to the children of tyrants, had not opened the eyes of the Prince to the 
danger he had ran into. He faw this armed multitude, and immediately i’ufpefled 
it was an attempt upon his life: inftead of defending himfelf, he precipitately fled, 
leaving a rich booty, the allurements of which prevented the confpirators from pur- 
fuing him. 

"When they had glutted their avidity, they marched towards the capital, ■ which they 
hoped to find defencelefs. Pitracha, informed of the danger his fon had been in, in- 
ftantly afiembled twelve thoufand foldiers, wdiich he fent off to difperfe this wretched 
mob. The rebel prieft at firft appeared refolute, but he commanded troops without - 
either courage or difcipline, who had every thing to fear and nothing to hope. His 
little army, panic-ftruck, fled without fighting. Only three hundred prifoners were 
made, and only three hundred perilhed by the fword. The impoftor wandered for 
fome days in the woods with a young man who had not forfaken him. He was taken 
afleep under a tree, and conducted to Juthia, where, chained to a ftake, he was ex- 
pofed for feveral days to the inlults of the populace: he was afterwards ripped up alive, 
and, while ftill exifting, faw his entrails ferve as food for dogs. 

It feems that Pitracha did not long enjoy his ufurpation, lince we find his fon on 
the throne in 1700. He fignalized the firlt years of his reign by the infamous alliance 
he contracted with his father’s widow, who bellowed her hand on him without giving 
her heart. The fate ot this Princefs was molt Angular ; (he was fucceflively the wife 
of the father, fon, and grandfon. This victim of love never experienced the paflion 
ihe had the misfortune to infpire; and, to efcape from the arms of a hufband Ihe ab¬ 
horred, Ihe retired into a convent, where Ihe died in 1715. 

The new Monarch, fuperftitious and debauched, gave himfelf up entirely to the 
guidance of his idolatrous priefts, who by their penances undertook to redeem his 
errors. By his example every one built idolatrous temples ; commerce and induftry 
languifhed; and the people, occupied with ridiculous ceremonies, no longer thought 
of fecuriog themfelves from foreign invafion. Thefe falfe gods had numerous adorers, 
and the ftate wanted foldiers to defend it. Fortune befriended the kingdom in the 
abfence of prudence: the neighbouring Kings were warring againft each other, and 
too much occupied at home to attempt foreign conquefts. 

It was during this reign that the kingdom was ftruck with the fcourge of fterility. 

A long drought converted the moift fruitful foil into parched fand. Rice, which is 
the common food, was foon exhaufted; and to complete the diftrefs, the filh, which 
fuppUes its place, became fcarce and poifoned. The waters of the Menan, which are 
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naturally clear and limpid, became all at once fo thick and green, that they became 
encrufted in that colour. A kind of cream, ftill thicker and greener, covered the 
whole furface of that noble river; they could only find dead or dying filh. The King, 
fearing that thefe corrupted waters might encreafe the diforders with which the country 
was afflicted, forbade the drinking of them, or bathing in them. This prohibition 
excited the murmurs of the people, to whom water is the moll necefiary thing. Re¬ 
volt was near enfuing, when the court applied the curb of fuperftition to reftore tran¬ 
quillity. The priefts gave out, that a divinity named Pram had appeared near one 
of the gates of the city, and had declared that the change in the waters was one of his 
blefiings, and that they were a certain remedy to flop the contagion. At this intelli¬ 
gence the people palled from dejection to the fvveets of hope j all ran to the river to 
wafli themfelves, and anoint with this cream, which a moment before they efteemed 
deadly. At length, at the end of fifteen days, this phenomenon difappeared: an in¬ 
undation, brought on by an abundant rain, fpread over the fields and haftened their 
fruitfulnefs. 

The reign of this prince, like that of his fucceffors, affords nothing worthy of being 
handed down to pofterity. His fon, the inheritor of his throne, is only known by his 
defeats. His army, fifty thoufand ftrong, and his fleet, which carried twenty thou- 
fand combatants, entered the kingdom of Cambaye, then tom by domeftic diffentions. 
This army would have conquered it, if it had been led by a more fkilful general: but 
the Siamefe Monarch, benumbed in the luxury of his feraglio, had t rufted the com¬ 
mand of it to his firft minifter, born for pacific employments, and totally unfit for 
war. This minifler, who was fenfible of the extent of his own abilities, had not 
fought for the honour of the command; but the King, who never doubted his own 
difeernment in the choice of his agents, imagined that he who could govern empires 
could alfo conquer them. 

The King of Cambaye, too weak to oppofe the torrent which threatened to over¬ 
whelm him, ordered all his fubjects inhabiting on the frontiers to retire with their 
effc&s into the capital, and to burn whatever they could not carry off. The fields 
were ravaged : fifty leagues of country were changed into flerile deferts, which 
fcarcely furniflied food for animals. The King declared himfelf the vafial of the 
Monarch of Cochin-China, to obtain from him the afliftance of fifteen thoufand foot 
foldiers, and three thoufand on board of galleys deftined to protedl the coafls. 

The Siamefe army, full of confidence in the fuperiority of their numbers, and Hill 
more proud at not finding any enemy to difpute their paflage, raflily penetrated into 
the country; but the greater their progrefs, the falter they approached deftrutlion. 
Famine, more cruel than the fword of the enemy, made the molt horrid ravages in 
their camp. The wafted fields afforded no fruit for the men nor forage for the ani¬ 
mals : they were obliged to kill the fumpter cattle to eat their Selh: the foldiers, not 
accuftomed to fuch food, were attacked with dyfenteries and fevers which carried off 
the half of them. The general, who had forefeen this misfortune without being able 
to prevent it, retired with the wreck of his army, and his retreat was mcefl'antly inter¬ 
rupted by the enemy who teazed him. 

The Siamefe fleet, four times more numerous than that of the enemy; had no better 
fuccefs. Their final 1 galleys reduced the city of Pontearnas to afhes. Two hundred 
tons oi elephants' teeth were the prey of the flames. The Cochin-Chinefe profited by 
the abfence of thefe gallies to attack the tranfpom which were in the road, more than 
four miles irom the burning city. The Siamefe galleys, which were detained in the 
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liver, then very low, could not come to the affiftance of their vefielt; and fearing 
tliat, after this blow, famine would be as fatal to the iledt as it had been, to the army, 
tailed back to their own country. 

CHAP. XVI. — Revolution of 1760. • ■ 

BEFORE we relate the revolution which overturned the kingdom of Siam in 1760, 
it imy be proper to give the fummary of the fucceffioa to (he throne. The heir of 
Pitracha had feveral Tons ; and as he was diffatisfted with the elded, he deftgned the 
fecond to fucceed him. He Ihowed himfelf truly worthy of the throne, by his refufal 
to attend it in prejudice to his elder brother, whom he rein dated in the enjoyment of 
his natural privileges. He only required one condition of him, which was, to be his 
fueceffor in cafe he fliould die firft. This condition was accepted. The elded inhe¬ 
rited his father’s eftate, and his brother was declared Grand Prince; that is, the pre¬ 
lum ptive heir to the throne. . * , 

The new King had feveral children, and, feduced by paternal affection, fie luffed 
the fentiments of generofity of which his brother had given him fo noble an example, 
and, faithlefs to his engagements, he named his elded ion, who had embraced the 
priefthood, as his fueceffor. This young Prince, refpefling the faith of treaties, was 
ihocked to become the accomplice of his father’s perjury. He preferred the fimplicity 
of 21 religious life to the poinp of greatnefs 5 which he could not enjoy without fullying 
the memory of the author of his days. The King finding him obftinate in his refufal, 
j n 1733 named his fecond fon as his fueceffor, and died fome time after of a cancer in 

the throat. . ., _ _ , . 

The brother of the deceafed Monarch was poffefied of the title of Grand I rmce, 
and the Siamefe were accuftomed to refpeft it, as being fome day to become their 
mafjier. Five thoufand foldiers, whom he always kept in his palace, were ready to 
devote themfelves in fupport of his rights. His nephew, by favour of his father s will, 
affembled forty thoufand foldiers in the grand palace to awe the rival of his power. 
He had taken care to get the four firft officers of the kingdom in his mtereft; and, 
poffeffor of the treafure of the ftate, he could eafily purchafe adherents. The people 
were dependant on the minifters, who all flattered themfelves they fhould fix and ex¬ 
tend their authority under a young and inexperienced King, who would be obliged to 
throw the weight of public affairs on them. 

The great, thus united under the ftandard of the young Prince, feemed to announce 
the fuccefs of his caufe, and it was what prepared his fall. The envy of commanding 
created divifion, and it is feldom there are rivals who do not become enemies. The 
great officers imagined that the barcalon, or prime minifter, abufing his unlimited 
authority, wifhed to make them the inftruments of his ambition and greatnefs. They 
feemed to fear, that after being powerful enough to keep the Grand Prince in fubjec- 
tion, he might fall under the temptation of building the edifice of his fortune on the 
fpoils of the royal family, and place the crown on his own head. It feemed to them 
more glorious to obey their ancient mailers, than to fee themfelves obliged to cringe 
in dependance to one of their equals: thus every thing tended in fecret to dsftroy 

their work. _ _ .. 

The war broke out between the two rival Princes. The divided inclinations of the 
people every where fpread diforder and tumult. The grand and fmall palaces thun¬ 
dered at each other with cannon. The inhabitants, alarmed, awaited death in their 
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houfes, and the city would foon have prefented but a heap of ruins, if they had not 
had artillerymen to dired thofe deftru£Uve globes. 

The Barcalon, full of that prefuinptuous confidence with which vain men are 
infpired from a fuperiority of ftrength, refolved to bring on a decifive engagement, 
the fuccefs of which would render him matter of the little palace. They engaged ; the 
troops of the grand Prince were routed, and purfued to the very foot of the walls of 
his palace. The-conquerors confulted if they fhould give the aflault. ihe Barcalon 
and his party were for the affirmative : but one of the great officers reprefented that 
night coming on would render the attack more bloody and deftrudlive; that befides, 
the foldiers, having no witneffes of their courage or cowardice in the dark, were lefs 
eager to fulfil their duty, and that by deferring the affault till the next day, the precious 
blood of the people would be faved. This advice prevailed and the attack was 
delayed. 

The grand Prince, informed by his fecret emiffaries of every thing that patted in the 
enemy’s camp, profited by the intoxication caufed by a firft fuccefs, and, convinced 
that he who attacks becomes formidable, he fell with impetuofity on thofe who were 
advanced to the foot of the walls. Darknefs doubled the terror this attack fpread. 
The noife of arms, the cries of the combatants who gave or received death, made the 
Siamefe believe that this dreadful night would plunge them in eternal darknefs. The 
sffailed, motion lefs and without defence, fuffered their throats to be cut, like fo many 
fenfelels animals. Others fled, and threw away their arms they were purfued to the 
walls of the grand palace. The King fent frelh troops, to oppofe a rampart againft 
the torrent that was ready to overwhelm him. The ftubbom and rebellious foldiers 
were deaf to his voice, and, inftead of obeying his orders, joined the ftandard of 
his uncle. 

Then finding himfelf betrayed and abandoned by his fubjefls, he placed his whole 
confidence in the Malays that were in his fervice ; and after having encouraged them 
by magnificent prefents, and the hopes of greater recompence, thefe troops left the 
palace, with a bold and confident air, which feemed a teftimony of their zeal, and a 
prefage of victory. But fcarcely were thefe mercenaries fome diftance from the palace, 
than they afforded an example of the greateft treachery, or of their cowardly difpo- 
fitions. Thefe foreigners, loaded with prefents, quitted the ftandard of their bene¬ 
factor. Some retired into their own country to enjoy the fruits of their treafon, and the 
others, ftill more guilty ,enrolled themfelves among the troops they were fent to fight. 

The Barcalon and Chacri * were the fad witneffes of this defertion from the walls 
of the grand palace. Defpairing then of their fafety, they difappeared, under pretence 
of going to give orders. The other officers, not feeing thenarerurn, difperled to feek 
an afylum from the firft refentment of the conqueror. The King, left alone with his 
two brothers, only awaited death, which aflaflins foon came and gave him. The 
eldeft had retired to his pagoda, where he bewailed over diforders, of which he was 
neither the author or accomplice. The two Princes, forfaken by their mercenary 
flatterers, faved themfelves with a few fervants in a boat, taking with them a confiderable 
fum of money. 

As foon as the grand Prince was informed that ihe King’s palace w'as abandoned, 
he ordered his people to take poffeffion of it. Several Princes of the royal family 

* The Pin Tchacri is prefident of the council of State, and has the department of the whole police of 
the kingdom, At this tribunal ah the concerns of the provinces are decided. All the governors arc 
obliged to render him an account of their adminillrationj and oxdm which have not his feal ? are not to be 
attended to. 
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remained in it, {hut up as in an inviolable and faered afylutn. They loaded them with 
chains; made them lufter every torture that ingenious vengeance can devjfp, and 
having Gripped them of all their wealth, they had nothing but death to hope for. 
This civil war caufed the fhedding of much blood ; but fewer perifhed in battle, than 
under the axe of the executioner. 

The new monarch, on afeending the throne gave an example of the greateft mode¬ 
ration, which obliterated the remembrance that he had obtained it by the blood of his 
fubjefts. He offered the eldeft of his nephews the crown ; but he could not draw 
him from his condition. This religious Prince refolved to die a prieft, as he did fotne 
time after. 

The King thought himfelf feated but on a tottering throne, as long as the two 
fugitive Princes were not in his power* The former mimfters,. wandering through the 
kingdom, kept up the flame of civil difeord, which was rather llifled than extinguilhed. 
The Barcalon and Chaeri had the imprudent audacity to appear fometimes afterwards 
in the capital, in the habit of their priefts* They counted on the impunity of their 
error, in appearing under fo refpcCled an exterior* The monarch, not to encroach 
on the privileges of the rank they had embraced, had them feized bv the chief prieft. 
They appeared at the tribunal of their judge, when they underwent a Uriel examina¬ 
tion. Their artful and fubtile replies remained unanfvverable. They alledged that 
they had only executed the orders of the King, to whom they owed abfolute obedience* 
By this excufe they efcaped the dreadful death prepared for them. It had been deter¬ 
mined to hang them up with hooks under their chin, and to have f ufpended them in air, 
till they Ihouidhave yielded their laft figh. They wiflied their d_eath to be like that of 
fifb, of which their paflion for fifliing had exterminated a great number : an abomi¬ 
nable crime in the eyes of the Slamefe, who make a Fcruple of killing them. 

The firft judges not having found fitfficient reafoa to condemn them, the King 
fought other means to get rid of them. He coniulted the m milters and guardians of 
the laws of the kingdom, who after having examined the heads of accufation, replied, 
that fo far from meriting punifitment, they were deferring of the greateft rewards. 
This decifion ought to furprife being pronounced by judges trembling under the 
feeptre of a defpot, who with a word might degrade or annihilate them ; but tyrants 
always feek the aid of the laws, when they tend to proferibe obedience to the people, 
and they violate their purity when they would affign bounds to their own ufurped 
power. It was the defpot himfelf who dictated this decifion, which taught ** that a 
lubject is never wrong in executing the commands of his matter.” 

He immediately ordered the accufed to be releafed : and, as if to reward their 
fidelity, he made them fuperiors of the two chief temples of the city, where they 
hoped to lead a tranquil life, under favour of their obfeurity, which is the only barrier 
of the fubjeft againft the attacks of arbitrary power* But fcarce had they arrived at 
their retreat, than towards the middle of the night, five or fix Malays came to demand 
them in the King’s name. They fufpecled they brought their fentence of death, he 
Barcalon r carelefs of life, only expreffed his contempt fork, arid; far from appearing 
alarmed, he upbraided the Chaeri for his weaknefs and cowardice. When at a little 
diftance from the pagoda, they ftripped them of their prielVs habit, and put a cloth 
round their loins. i he Barcalon beheld the approach of death without emotion, he 
preferred his bofom to the dagger of his executioners, and expired with a Angle blow. 
The Chaeri on the contrary, eager to defend his life, received many wounds before 
he fell. Their bodies were taken away to be impailed : they were expofed to the view 
of the multitude, as a monument of the juft vengeance of the monarch. 
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The two Princes who had cfcaped, were always the fubjeft of great uneafinefs. 
They for a long time avoided the fearch that was made to difeover their retreat. Is 
was of confequence to prevent their efcaping to any neighbouring nation, where they 
might fow the feeds of a revolution. They had concealed themfelves in a field ot rice, 
where they were loon forfuken by their fervants with the exception of one, who 
remained faithful. This honeft creature brought them a little rice, and filh lor then- 
food. They paffed a month in this manner, expofed to the inclemency of the air, and 
a prey to want and fear. 

At length this fervant was recognized in the market-place where he was buying 
fome food for his unfortunate mailers. Several people depoled that he was the com¬ 
panion of their flight, and therefore mull know where they were concealed. Tortures 
forced his fecret from him. The Princes were carried oil from their retreat, and 
thrown into the prifons of the palace. From this moment they were convinced their 
death was nigh, and that their uncle would never pardon their being the fons of his 
enemy. They were interrogated, and in their anfwers Ihewed more refolution than 
could be expected from Princes fo young, whole education could nowife have cor¬ 
rected their civil propenfities. Their condemnation had preceded their trial, and they 
were both at the fame time adjudged to death. 

This King died in 1748, at the age of eighty-four. His fon Chaoual-Padou was 
immediately acknowledged by all the officers of ftate. This Prince, brought up from 
his tendered infancy in the pagodas among priefts, had imbibed the poifon of error. 
A zealous partifan of the ridiculous religion of his country, he had gained the hearts 
of all the nation, who faw their fuperftkions ennobled by fuch an illuftrious example. 
A fevere obferver of juftice, he rigoroufly punilhed fraud and robbery. His marriage 
which took place foon after his coronation, was looked upon, as a forerunner of the 
profperity of the empire. Some of his baftard brothers endeavoured to light up a civil 
war; but their revolt did not pafs unpuniflied. They were thrown into prifon where 
they died from want. Their death reftored tranquillity to the ftate. The people 
fubmiflive gave him no uneafinefs : but his brother, who, for his vices and inceftuous 
crimes, had been deprived of the fucceffion and iraprifoned for life by his father, and 
who he now had the weaknefs to recall to court, afforded an example of fcandalous 
licentioufnefs ; and a fevere cenfurer of public adminiflration, he rather afiinned the 
King than a£ted as a fubjeft j and to foften the vexation of his degradation, he 
affefted to take the right of the King, who was too niodeftand too weak to punifh him. 
At length difgufted with inceflantly enduring his haughty caprices, the King refolved 
to abdicate a crown whofe weight opprelfed him. He renounced the tumult of public 
affairs, and preferred the filence of the pagodas, where nothing difturbed the tranquil¬ 
lity of his foul. 

While he thus lived loft to the world, an enemy carried defolation and terror to the 
very gates of the capital. The King, without ability either for government or war, 
was incapable of averting the ftorm. The Princes and great officers of ftate, ran in 
crowds to the pagoda of Chaoual-Padou, and eameftly befought him to reaffume the 
reigns of the tottering empire. He yielded to their willies ; and his brother, divefting; 
himfelf of his haughtintfs, becaufe he could no longer conceal even from, himfelf,. 
his weaknefs and incapacity, replaced in his hands, a feeptre he was unable ta 
fway: and himfelf requefted him to reafeend a throne who he alone was worthy 
to fill. But before we enter into the details of this revolution, it may be proper 
to give fome account of the power and fituation of the people who came to attack, 
them. 
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In 1754, the BMmas, a people of the kingdom of Ava, had for five years Ian* 
guifiied under the Pegouan yoke* They had beheld their King, their Queen, and the 
greater part of the Princes perifin The remembrance of paft misfortunes, and the 
aftual fit iTe rings of their prefen t fiavery \and humiliation, caufed them in cedant Iy to 
figh for a deliverer. But they fought him not among men enervated by the luxury 
of courts, and who, vain of their ufurped tb.les, eftimate their talents by their ambition* 
They caff their eyes on one of their companions, named Man long, a gardener by 
profeffion, who, in a body, condemned to mean and laborious functions, contained the 
courage and finrmefs of (a hero. They all befought him with one genera] voice to 
accept the fceptre and the crown, to free them from the yoke of their tyrants. t4 Yes JJ , 
replied this extraordinary man, (< I confent to be your King, but ftrft, I muft prove 
you to be worthy to have fuch a leader as me* 1 command you to go and llrike off 
the heads of thofe fubahern tyrants whom thePegmians have appointed to opprels you.’* 
They replied, if that facrifice is all you require of ns, you fhall foon be obeyed : and 
they inftaritfy flew and maffacred all th^ military and civil officers, whom their tyrants 
liad fent to maintain them in obedience. They then returned id their hero, their 
hands dyed in the blood of their oppreflbrs, and with unanimous voice proclaimed 
him King. 

This monarch diftributetl arms to his fubjedts. He taught them to ride, and to ufe 
the rnufket to advantage \ two things in which he excelled* His fufileers had orders 
to fire, on whoever iliould be cowardly enough to give way, cither in a liege or battle* 
This new difeipline >vas flrietly obferved. The Bramas become invincible, gave laws 
to all the inhabitants of Pegue. One of their generals, who had retired with his army 
into the forefts, learning that ihe Bramas were returned to the kingdom of Ava, pro¬ 
fited by their abfcnce to retake Siriam, a city and port of Pegu, He there feized a 
Ihip, foon fitted it out, and failed in the beginning of 1759 for Pondicherry on the 
coaft of Coromandel, At the fame time he wrote a letter to the governor of the 
ITench fettlements in the Eaft Indies, accompanied by rich prefents, to obtain from 
him cannon and warlike Acres, 

This Blip could not reach the coaft of Coromandel; the winds obliged her to put 
into Mergui, a city and port of the kingdom of Siam, The army of the Bramas returned 
to Siriam, three days after the departure of the veffel. Their new king, wdto was at 
their head, determined to intimidate the people by examples of feverity. The city was 
utterly deftroyed. At the very report of his coming, the Peguans buried themfelves 
in their forefts with their general. 

The governor of Tavail, a neighbouring city of Pegu, had there eflablifhed an 
independent fovereignty* The King of the Bramas advanced fb far as Martavan, a 
city adjacent to Tavail, where he fent for the governor, who, too weak to reft ft, 
refolved to obey* His fubmiffion could not fecure his life j his head w'as ft ruck off as 
foon as he arrived. It was in this palace, that the King hearing of the riches of Siam, 
conceived the defign of making a conqueft of it : but wifhing to veil his cupidity with 
a decent pretext, he made an excufe to demand the fhip ihat had been taken from 
Siriam, and had put into Mergui. The court of Siam informed of the deftinarion 
of this veffel for Pondicherry, ordered that it Ihould be allowed to purfue its route, 
in order to maintain the good underftanding which fubfifted between the Siamefe and 
the French fettlements. This refufal ferved as a pretext for a war which caufed 
the effufion of much blood. The King of the Bramas, after having feized all the 
fhips and riches of the country, fixed his refidence n't Tavail; fxgm thence he 
^detached thirty veffels, to pillage and reduce the city of Mergui to afhes, with 
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orders to make Tennafferim, the capital of the province of that name, undergo the 

fame fate. _ 

At the approach of this fleet, the inhabitants of Mergui fled, and the city once 
fo populous, became a vaft defart. The fugitive inhabitants, after long wandering 
without an object, fought an afylum in the woods and delert iflands. 

The King of the Bramas, aftoniflied at the terror infpired by his name and arms, 
concluded that the conquefl of the whole kingdom of Siam would not be difficult. A 
whole province fubdued bv his little fleet, made him hope that nothing could oppoie 
the fuccefs of his united forces ; and he repaired in perfon to l’avail, which he had 
appointed as the rendezvous for the different corps of his army. 

When the court of Siam received the news of the irruption of the Bramas, the 
Barcalon fent to afk for fome Chriftians to the Bifhop of Tabraca, who replied that 
he would willingly fend all thole, whom he thought able to defend their King and 
country. He immediately called together his flock, to reprefent to them the danger 
with which the country was threatened, and to elevate their courage above all dangers. 
More than an hundred took arms in the common caufe. This militia, contemptible 
in number, was fufficient to fet the example of courage to others. 

The King prieft, had juft reafcended the throne, but as he was only qualified for 
pacific concerns, he was deftitute of refources to maintain a war with glory, again# 
fo warlike a people. He too well knew the cowardice of his fubjects, to put his truft 
in them. His magazines were filled with cannon, mortars and other weapons; but 
he wanted arms to make ufe of them. He commanded a confided and trembling 
multitude, equally incapable of attack or defence. It had been neceffary to rail’e 
in a hurry, troops without difcipline, or courage ; who turned pale at the report of a 
mufquet. They formed a numerous army, embarrafling to itfelf by its confufion, and 
no-ways formidable to the enemy. 

This pufillanimous militia threw down their arms at the approach of the Bramas, 
and vanquifhed without fighting, they took refuge in the royal city, which they over¬ 
crowded with ufelefs inhabitants. The Chriftians on the contrary were animated with 
an heroic boldnefs. The idea entertained of their courage had determined the King 
to entrufl them with the protection of the palace, and the bullions of the city ; but 
they could not multiply themfelves to oppofe the torrent which inundated the plains. 
They had left their habitation without defence : and more attached to their duty than 
their pofleflions, they had abandoned them to the rapacity of an enemy, who only 
armed to plunder. 

The hour of its defliny was not yet arrived for Siam. The King of the Bramas 
was then three days march from the royal city, when he was attacked with a mortal 
abfcefs. This Prince, lefs affedted with his own misfortune, than at the obftacle which 
flopped him in the triumphant courfe of his profperity, called to him fome Europeans 
who ferved in his army. He afked them how long it would take them to reduce the 
city ; theie adventurers replied that they only required three days to make him mafter 
ol it. Ely then inflantly, faid the King, to that rich conquefl, and if fortune fliould. 
not fecond your courage, immediately return to me. 

The army moved forward ; all the towns and villages fell a prey to the flames. The 
fuburbs of the royal .city fhared the fame fate. Only the quarter belonging to the 
Chriftians was fpared. The Bramas, convinced of their courage, dared not contend 
with men too detached from this world to fear death. Some Chriftians who had not 
imitated others in their flight, killed two of the enemy with the mufkets of the femi— 
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nary, and this bold refiftance was the fafety of all. The Bramas frightened had no 
farther inclination to attack them. The quarter of the Dutch was reduced to allies; 
only the warehoufe was fpared, which contained too rich and precious merchandize 
not to tempt the greedy cupidity of thefe military robbers. 

While the country afforded this defolating fpeftacle, the royal city of Siam was 
vigoroufiy attacked ; but the enemy, after many ufelefs aflaults, was obliged to aban¬ 
don his enterprise, and, profiting by the darknefs of the night to hide his fliame and 
retreat, he made the fame lignals as ufual, to lead the Siamefe to believe he was ft ill 
round their walls. 

It was the intelligence of the death of their King which determined the Bramas to 
renounce their conquefts. The youngeft of his fons, who had received his laft figh, 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King. He had occafion for the army to eftablilh his 
yet young authority, and to awe thofe inclined to murmur. The troops received or¬ 
ders to evacuate the provinces of the kingdom of Siam, and never was retreat con¬ 
ducted with more precipitation. 

The Siamefe, delivered from their oppreffors, returned to their former poflefftons. 
Inftru&ed by experience, they ftiould have fought the means of preventing frefh in- 
vafions. The Dutch fettled in the kingdom could have fupplied them with artillery¬ 
men, of whom they had a great number at Batavia, in the ifland of Java; but their 
ftupid tranquillity diflimulated the danger, and, prefumptuous without courage, they 
would have thought they difgraced themfelves in requefting the afliftance of a foreign 
nation to inftruft them. The high idea this people entertain of themfelves led them 
to believe that the Chrlftians brought up at Siam were a bulwark againft foreign af¬ 
laults. The proofs of intrepidity they had given made them refpectcd as heroes who 
watched over the public fafety. They called the French church the church of victor)' • 
and in recornpence for the fervices they had received from them, they made prefents 
to the bifliop, his priefts, and their t^ifciples, of habits fuitable to their ftarions. All 
the Chriftians who had contributed to the defence of the country were remunerated 
with a fum of money. Eight of them who had 1110ft diftinguifhed themfelves in the 
hour of danger were advanced to the firft military rank. 

Every thing announced a lafting calm, when the ftate found itfelf again thrown into 
confufion. The King palled fentence of death againft one of his brother’s favourites, 
fufpected of having maintained a fecret correfpondence with the enemy. This fentence 
was looked upon as an abufe of his power : the people called for an account of the blood 
fpilt on flight fnfpicions. A general difeontent determined the monarch to return to 
his pagoda, and he feemed to defeend from the throne with more pleafure than when 
he took pofieflion of it. His elder brother again took the reins of the empire, and his 
rekindled ambition made him affiune a fituation whofe elevation more plainly expofed 
his vices and follies. 

It was in May 1762 that the Prince abdicated the crown to embrace the ftate of 
priefthood. Numbers of Siamefe followed his contagious example : all were ennobled 
by the precedent of a mafter. The priefts, more proud of the dignity of their ftate 
fmee the King had aflumed their habit, demanded the fame honours that were paid to 
their gods. 1 he ignorant and feduced multitude exhaufted their fortunes to beftow 
alms on them and iupport their idlenels. The holy minifters, who were poor from 
the rules of their fociety, found wealth in the folly of the people—an inexhauftible 
fund, and ever open to impoftors. It was not that their manners inlpired much refpeft 
for them: they often presented fcandalous feenes, and, fure of impunity, they even 
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difdahred to draw a veil over the beaftly and impure pleaful' qs they gave them!elves up 
to. Avaricious and crafty, they feized by the cunning of chicanery whatever they 
could not obtain by fedu&ive arts. 

The reigning monarch, by his example, authorized all thefe diforders. Unre- 
{trained in his defires, unblufliing in his actions, he had no other rule than his incli¬ 
nations ; and in the intoxication of his brutal paflions, he had the impudence publicly 
to many his filler by his father’s fide. The minifters, befotted by debaucheries, into 
which they plunged to gratify their mailer, were neither capable of forefeeing nor 
fearing the florins. Their fecurity was founded on the information that the King of 
the Bramas, a refllefs and warlike Prince, had, on his return to the kingdom of Ava, 
been dethroned, and that his elder brother, contented with reigning over his own 
fubjefts, had no ambition for conquefts. 

Firm in his determination to maintain peace, he loudly blamed thofe who had ad- 
vifed his father to attempt an invafion of the kingdom of Siam, which had been wa¬ 
tered with the blood of the Bramas, more precious than the vile fpoils they had 
brought away. Such pacific difpofitions promifed a Jailing calm to the neighbouring 
nations; but the deftined hour arrived that was to punilh a people buried in floth and 
debauchery. The pacific monarch was carried off by a premature death; and his 
fucceffor, full of ambition, and too confined in his ftates, was the rod that heaven 
made ufe of to punifli the Siamefe. 

CHAP. XVII. — Revolution of 1767. 

THE new King of the Bramas breathed nothing but war and flaughter. Led away 
by the reftleffnefs of his character, he placed his glory in fpreading the tern pell that 
reigned in his own bofom over foreign nations. Too proud and prefumptuous to dif- 
fimtilate, he loudly proclaimed that he had promifed his dying father to complete the 
deftru&ion of a bafe and cowardly nation, which only waited for a conqueror to wear 
his chains. Some of his mandareens fufpended his ambitious defigns. His firft vic¬ 
tories were gained over his flubborn and rebellious fubjefts. As foon as he had con¬ 
quered and punilhed them, he fent one of his generals, at the head of five thoufand of 
his bell troops, to retake Tavail, the governor of which, although a Brama, had 
made himfelf independent in 1761. 

This rebel, not finding himfelf powerful enough to fupport his caufe with his own. 
forces, fought the alliance of the Englilh, who furniflied him with all kinds of warlike 
ftores. At the fame time a veffel from the coafl of Coromandel, laden with rich pre- 
fents for Pegu, was obliged to put into Tavail. The temptation of a rich prey feduced 
the governor, who refolved to appropriate fo many valuable effects to himfelf, to pur- 
chafe the alliance of the Siamefe, who alone could fupport him in his ufurpations. 
Unjuftly feizing thefe magnificent fpoils, he fent them to the King of Siam, whofe 
afliftance he folicited. The minifters deliberated if it was confiftent with their mailer’s 
dignity to receive this embaffy; and, for a long time, uncertain as to the advantages 
or evils which might refult from it, they thought they ihould leave it fo the prudence 
of the bilhop of Tabraca and the miflionaries, who having no perfonal intereft to inter¬ 
fere, ought to view it in a jufter and more extenfive light. They anfwered with their 
natural candour, that it would be contrary to juftice and policy to become the pro¬ 
testors of a rebel. They added, that 1 avail had always been fubject to the Bramas $ 
and that by affording afliftance to the ambitious perfon who had ufurped its fovereignty, 
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was to become accomplices in his rebellion, and to ex pole the kingdom to the veil, 
gcance of a formidable neighbour, who had nothing to fear from defeat, and every 
thing to hope from victory. The King’s miniflers, l'aiisfied with this anfwer, required 
them to give it in writing; being perfuaded that the authority of the prelate and miffion- 
ers, proved by their morals and prudence, would have great weight in the King’s mind. 

The memorial was drawn up, and the minilters gave it to the King’s brother-in- 
law, whofe covetous heart in fecret devoured, the prefents of the rebel governor. He 
feemed hurt that, through falfe delicacy, they ftiould deprive him of the food for his 
avarice. He tore the writing which contained the principles on which depended the 
peace and profperity of the empire. It is ihus that, in all ages, the public deftiny has 
depended on the avarice of individuals. 

The intrigues of favourites prevailed, and the ambafllidors were received with 
honour, and heard with complacency. Inftant orders were lent to the governor of 
Tennafferim to fend off men and arms to the relief of Tavail; but this ftep was ufelefs, 
the governor of that city had rendered himl'elf the object of public execration; it was 
by the effufion of the blood of its firft: citizens that he fought to eftablifh his infant 
power, and his new iubje£ts were all become his enemies. The opprefled people had 
two or three times attempted his life in 17625 and the more he punifhed the more he 
became hated. So many confpiracies are a ldfon to Kings and mmillers who abufe 
their power: it only needs to (lied one drop of blood to create thoufands of avengers ; 
and feverity of puniihments has often converted thofe into rebels who at firft: were only 
murmurers. 

The general of the Bramas was arrived at Martavan with his army ; from thence he 
wrote to the governor, requiring of him to receive him into the place without refill- 
ance : he threatened thofe in the fevered: manner who fhould refufe to concur in his 
defigns. The people of Tavail, who faw an army ready to hived their ramparts, de¬ 
clared they were determined to return to the obedience of their lawful mafter. The 
ufurptr,. furrounded by foreign and domeftic enemies, weak within, and threatened 
without, had no refource but in flight. 

This rebel, for a long time a wanderer and fugitive, fought an afylmn in the port of 
Mergui, where he was followed by his relations and a few partifans, generous enough 
to fliare his misfortunes, or perhaps guilty enough to dread the vengeance of an angry 
judge. His fleet, compofed of fixty galleys, did not infpire confidence in the inha¬ 
bitants, frightened at having within their walls a fugitive followed by a victorious 
army. The confternation was general: fome fled into the, vroods, and others among 
the defert iflands, dreading tefs to perifli by famine, than go have to anfwer to an en¬ 
raged conqueror. '• 

The governor feared that thofe who had given him an afylum might not long refpedt 
the laws of hofpitality. He only afked them for a fmall afliftance to retake his city, 
which he left on falfe reports. He had confidered that the letter front the general of 
the Bramas had been brought by the advanced guards, which he even kept in time of 
peace; from that he began to doubt its authenticity, aud fufpe&ed that it was the work 
of fome difeomenteri perfons, who had forged it to create a falfe alarm and oblige him 
to fly. He became fo familiarized with this idea, that he perfuaded himfclf he had no 
other enemies than his own fubjects. Thus the vi&im of his credulity, he went to 
give himfelf up to the discretion of an offended mafter. 

This conjefture gained fuch ground, that the captains of veflels that were in the 
port of Mergui, and who had been alarmed at the firft intelligence of the approach of 
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the Braffias, thought themfclves in perfect fecurity. Trade, which had been inters 
rupted for feme time, fiouriflied as before. The fugitives returned home, and the 
citv,which for eight days had been a defert, again beheld its former inhabitants. The 
Chriftians had teftiiied the utmoft eagernefs to embark for the coaft of Coromandel, 
and now not one would accept the oflicious offer of a Portuguefe captain, who failed 
on the 8th of January, 1765 ■, but it was not long before they perceived they had been 
the dupes of their own fecurity. 

On the 10th of January, in the evening, on the fide next the river, was heard, all 
of a hidden, the confufed noife of a multitude, who made the air ring with their cla¬ 
mours. This tumult made it believed the enemy was approaching, and that the firft 
apprehenfions were but too well founded. In fad, he was only three or four leagues 
from the city, and a pilot had feen ten of the (hips. A flight calm fueceeded this prft 
confufion. The pilot, when queftidsned, laid he had not feen any thing, and on his 
teftimony every one returned quietly to his home. 

The miffioners more calm, as they had beheld the tranquillity which reigned on 
board the fliips that were at anchor in the middle of the river, affirmed that the uproar 
that they thought they had heard was but an error of the imagination di(Imbed by 
fear ; but fome fifty difebarges of cannon, about four o’clock in the morning, was the 
unequivocal fignal of the arrival of the Bramas. The weeping inhabitants now only 
contemplated the image of death or approaching captivity. The captains of merchant 
veffels inftantly cut their cables, and, fearful of falling into the power of a favage 
enemy, they abandoned themfelves without a pilot to the courfe of the waters, heed- 
lefs of the accidents to be apprehended in a river, the inequalities of whofe bed made 
them liable to fhipwreck. 

The Chrillians, who had a recent, remembrance of the miferies of the la ft war, 
fhuddered with horror on contemplating thofe favage animals imbrued in the blood of 
decrepid age, and infants flaughtered on the ftill reeking bodies of their mothers. 
AH fled to their, barks, and exerted their utmoft to fly from inevitable death. The 
Bramas landed without refiftance. The love of life made them forget the means of 
defence. The volumes of flames which arofe on all fides made the inhabitants con¬ 
clude that their whole country was only one vaft funeral pile, whofe fire was to con- 
fume them. 

The general, who remained on the fhore, made ft rift enquiries to difeover where 
individuals had depofited their riches, and he tore their fecret from them by torture. 
The Bramas are inceflantly thirfting after riches, and though born with warlike dif- 
pofitions, it 'is rather the love of pillage than glory that makes them prodigal of their 
blood. War to them is only a trade, and he who returns with the richeft fpoil has 
the greater fliare of the refpeft of his country. An enemy who falls into their power 
has every thing to fear when unable to fatiate their avarice j and it may he faid that 
they are only cruel from an excefs of avarice. 

The Bramas were too avaricious to confine their cupidity to the conqueft of Mergin': 
one of their generals marched with the main body of the army, and advanced againft 
Tennaiferira, the capital of the province of that name. This city,* fortified by art and 
nature, did not appear a fufficient bulwark to ftop this horde of vagabonds, who arrived 
at the foot of their walls without meeting with any refiftance. The gates were open : 
the affrighted inhabitants had fled to the woods to avoid a danger they were ftrong 
enough to have refilled. Fear had exaggerated the number of their enemies, and, in 
the eyes of the timid, phantoms are realities. Their governor had fet them the ex¬ 
ample of defertion, and they were rather vanquiflied by their fear than by the arms 
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and courage of the enemy. ' The Bramas loaded their fiiips with their fpoils, and' 
when they had carried off every thing that could tempt their avarice, they reduced the 
city to allies, and their army returned triumphant to Mergui. 

More occupied in pillaging than in making conquefts, their army confumed in de¬ 
bauchery the wealth of the conquered. "When they had exhaufted their booty they 
fought a new prey. The general, vain of his firft fuccefs, promifed hirafelf eafy tri¬ 
umphs. He marched againll Juthia, perfuaded that the conqueft of the capital would 
give the other cities the example of fubmifllonl Immenfe forefts were to be traverfed, 
and fteep mountains were to be climbed. All thefe obftacles were forefeen and over¬ 
come. The provinces fituated to the north-weft of the royal city were ravaged : the 
inhabitants only efcaped death or flavery by difperfing in the woods, where they dif- 
puted their food with the wild beafts. The fire which devoured the towns and vil¬ 
lages threw the capital into confternation. The Siamefe, threatened with approaching 
ruin, united their forces: they marched trembling againll an enemy whofe valour they 
had fo often experienced. They rilked an engagement, and fought with more courage 
than they were accuftomed to do : their bloody defeat left all the country in the power 
of the conqueror: the fields, laid wafte by fire, only prefen ted fcorching alhes ; and 
the famine which threatened was as terrible a fcourge as the fword of the barbarians. 

While this viftorious army every where fpread defolation, a new fwarm of barba¬ 
rians covered this devaftated kingdom. The Bramas finding no refiftance, overran 
the provinces, and every where left traces of their ravages. They built a city at the 
confluence of the two rivers, which they called Michoug. This new bulwark was an; 
afylum they prepared for themfelves in cafe of a reverfe of fortune, to make it the 
centre of their force. 

While florins fliook the whole empire, the King of Siam, flint up in his feraglio, 
confoled himfelf with his concubines for the miferies of his fubje&s. The news that 
the enemy had evacuated Tennaflerim and Mergui had given room to believe that the 
danger was over, and that the Hate had no farther occafion for protestors. In fhort, 
the Bramas were at the gates of the city, and they had not the fliadow of an army to 
oppofe them. The King awoke from his profound lleep at the noife of the inhabitants 
of the country, who rulhed in crowds to take refuge in the royal city. They em¬ 
ployed them to repair the fortifications: they raifed columns forty feet high to mount 
cannon on. ihe Chriftians refufed to aflill at this labour, convinced of its inutility, 
and that they would crumble under their own weight. 

1 'he enemy, before they began the attack on the royal city, laid wafte all the terri¬ 
tory. They were certain of finding fubfiftence in the back country, of which they 
were matters, and their deftruftive policy was to oblige the Siamefe to furrender by 
famine. One of their detachments extended its ravages to the very gates of the city. 
Bancok, a fortrefs which defended the approaches to it, was deftroyed ; the gardens, 
ftripped of their ornaments, were covered with ruins. A college the miflioners had- 
eflablifhed in the environs was reduced to allies. After this excurfion the incendiaries 
retired with precipitation to the main body of their army, and their retreat for a mo¬ 
ment allayed the alarm. 

. At this period two Englilh veffels arrived. The captain brought the King an Ara¬ 
bian horfe, a lion, and leveral valuable articles. This captain, whofe name was 
Powny, had on forae occafions proved his courage. The King, who had more confi¬ 
dence in his valour and talents than in his cowardly and effeminate courtiers, begged 
iiim to undertake the defence of the city; but the Englifliman, convinced that he 
mould be badly lecondcd by a people void of courage, reiufed the honour of the com¬ 
mand : 
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raand: the example of the Dutch, who had withdrawn, confirmed him in his repug¬ 
nance to accept if. They would not have abandoned their faftory, which contained 
fuch valuable effects, if they had thought the Siamefe capable of feconding of them in 
the common defence. He was irrefolute on the part he fliould take, when he fuddenly 
found himfelf attacked by the Bramas, who, mailers of Bancok, took their difpofi- 
tions to batter him with cannon. 

The brave Englilhman, too weak to defend himfelf, and too brave to fubmit, took 
the wife refolution to tow his veflel up to the narrows, where the barbarians were en¬ 
deavouring to fortify themfelves; but the fire from the artillery of the Ibips dellroyed 
their works, and carried death among their ranks. Protected bv their cannon, the 
Englilh could defy the fuiy of the Bramas with impunity. The inaction they expe¬ 
rienced on board their Ihips wounded their pride, and, impatient to punifli their ag- 
greffors, they made feveral defcents, and throwing themfelves in order on their undif- 
ciplined enemies, they made a dreadful carnage of them. 

Powny, forced by neceffity, confented to undertake the defence of the city, on con¬ 
dition that they would furnilh him with cannon, and whatever was neceflai-y for attack 
and defence. His demand was complied with, and, as a pledge for his fidelity, the 
Siamefe required him to depofit his merchandise in the public magazine. This 'con¬ 
dition wounded his pride, but he was obliged to fubmit to it. He delivered thirty- 
eight bales of valuable effeas, and embarked the reft in different Ihips, and after 
having fettled every thing with the minifters, he went on board his own Ihip, where 
he prepared to juftify the opinion they entertained of his courage. He ordered 
defcents, which were all murderous to the enemy : their forts, fcarcely erected, were 
dellroyed: every day was marked with their defeat or flight. In order to profit by 
thefe advantages, he wrote to the court of Siam for cannon and ammunition, but he ex¬ 
perienced a refufal. The Siamefe, fufpicious, were fearful of his becoming too power¬ 
ful, and of their being dependant on a foreigner. Their diftruft fettered their pro¬ 
testor : it was to forge ihofe very chains they feared to wear. The minifters replied 
that as the enemy was preparing to make an attack on the other fide of the city they 
wanted all the cannon they had to repulfe them. 3 

The Englilhman, irritated at this inflation of their promifes, refolved to abandon 
a people who could neither fight themfelves, nor fupply their friends with the means 
of defending them: but before he failed, he publilhed a kind of manifefto a«amft the 
Siamefe Monarch to juftify his defection. He feized fix Chinefe veffels, one of which 
was loaded on the King’s account; the other five came to trade at Siam, and were 
Hopped in the guiph, where they were much furprifed to find themfelves ftripped of 
their effects. The Englilhman, to indemnify them for what he had taken, gave the 
captains letters of exchange drawn on the King of Siam, to the amount of the thirty- 
eight bales he had depofited with him. After having thus fecured himfelf, he boldly 
paffed before his enemies, who, inftead of troubling his retreat, congratulated them¬ 
felves on being freed from a rival who alone could hinder their fuccefs. 

His departure raffed the courage of the Bramas, who now only having to fight 
agamft effeminate men, every where carried deflation. The pagodas became a 
prey to the flames, and the lead they ftripped from them ferved them to make balls 
lbe enemy, for a ong time mailer of the country, had not allowed the lands to be 
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expected bounty was a great confolation to people threatened with famine. But what 
fhould have been a refource to them, was the caufe of their misfortune: the inhabitants 
being ipread over the fields to gather in the rice, were furprifed by the Bramas, who 
Jed them captive to their camp. 

While the Bramas, fpread through all the provinces, warred againft man and nature 
by their devaluations, the King and his fuperftitious minifters put all their truft in their 
magicians. The officers and foldiers, led away by this example, confulted them on 
the means to render themfelves invifible, that they might attack the enemy without 
being faen j and the hopes of learning a fecret which favoured their cowardice, pre¬ 
vented them from expofing themfelves to fight till it had been revealed to them. The 
illufion was fo ftrong, that experience was unable to convince them of the vanity of 
that lying art. The chiefs, as cowardly as the fubalterns, feemed only to have taken 
arms to turn them againft their fellow citizens. They difpoffeffed them of their 
money and com, under pretence of providing for the wants of the foldier, to whom 
they diftributed but the moft worthlefs portion of their plunder, and that trifling bounty 
ferved them as a veil to cover their extortions. 

A Siamefe Prince, who had been exiled to Ceylon, was touched with the miferies 
of his country. He forgot that he had been ill treated $ he was ftill powerful enough 
to raife an army, which he had the generofity ,to offer to his perfecutors. The court 
of Siam, too proud to accept the affi (lance of a banifhed man, whofe zeal cenfured his 
injuries, rejected his offers with contempt, and inftead of feeking him as a proteftor, 
fent feverai detachments againft him, which were fometimes victorious, fometimes 
defeated. This conduct was the more imprudent, as it divided their forces at a time 
when the army of the Bramas became every day ftronger by the junction of difcoii- 
tented Siamefe. 

It was in the month of March that the enemy’s army advanced to within two leagues 
of the city. It was arrefted on its march by the death of the general, who was carried 
off by a quincey. It was judged expedient to hide his death from the foldiers, and 
the fecret was only difclofed by the diffentions which broke out among the chiefs, who 
all wiflied to affume the command ; but foon united by their third for plunder, they 
put themfelves in motion, to proceed to the pillage of the moft celebrated and richeft 
temple in the environs of the capital. They flattered themfelves with finding the foot 
of an idol which was of maffive gold ; but the King of Siam had the precaution to re¬ 
move into his palace this monument of public worlhip, which the barbarians, though 
fuperftitious, would but have little refpefted. 

The Bramas, irritated at being deprived of this prey, revenged themfelves on the 
walls of the temple, which they demolilhed, and on its ruins erefted an edifice con*- 
lecrated to profane ufes. The other pagodas built round the city were not fpared. 
They were built with brick and furrounded with ditches, which appeared to defend 
them from fire or the affaults of an enemy. The Chriftian churches, on the contrary, 
were only conftructed of flakes and boards, lefs fit to pnatetf them than to facilitate 
the progrefs of the flames. But, in fpite of their weak ftate, they were maintained by 
the vigilance and courage of thofe who had the charge of defending them; and the 
enemy did not fet a foot in them till after the Siamefe and Chinefe had experienced 
frequent defeats. 

The 7th of September, 1766, they got poffeffion of a very high tower, about three 
furlongs diflant from the royal city. They planted a battery of cannon on it, to bear 
on the ftrand, which made them abfolute mailers of the river. The danger becoming 
more prefling, the Siamefe had no hope but in the Chriftians, whofe heroic valour 
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had been proved In the laft revolution. They gave them the defence of the baftions - y 
they granted them thirty pieces of camion, balls, and powder. Six thoutand Chinefe 
were ordered to defend the Dutch factory, and a large pagoda contiguous to it; and, 
by a. particular favour, they made them a prefent of rather better than tour hundred 
pounds llerling. 

The Chrifiians were but eighty-four in number to defend different polls, expofed 
to the furprifals of a numerous army. This brave militia were not trained to military 
difeipline, nor to the ufe of arms; a fword and inulket in their hands would have been 
a fufajefi of derifion in the eyes of an European foldier. But notwithllanding their 
awkwardnefs, they were the flower of the Siamefe army, and there was only the abufe 
of their courage to be apprehended from them. The firft days pafled in ikinnifhes, 
but at length the enemy, having united his forces, got poffeffion of five large temples, 
which were converted into fo many fortreffes, from whence they battered the advanced 
works, and efpecially the church of St. Jofeph, the roof of which was Jiiot through, 
without the lead injury to the multitude affeinbled in it. 

On the 8th of December they were informed that the befiegers were preparing a 
frefh alfault. The Chrifiians immediately marched out of the church with drums and 
trumpets; they engaged, and made a great daughter of the enemy, who were rather 
vanquifhed by their fears than the arms of the Chrifiians. This firft l'uccefs infpired 
them with courage to become the aggreflbrs in their turn: they attacked the Bramas, 
who were entrenched in a pagoda; nothing could with hand them : they returned with 
an elephant, a brilliant pledge of their victory. Their name became formidable to the 
enemy and the boaft of their fellow citizens. 

The Portuguefe, who dwelt about two fliort leagues from the bifhop of Tabraca, 
alfo gave ftrikmg proofs of their bravery: they cut to pieces a number of Bramas who 
had attempted to (form their college. Confounded and diflieartened at the ufeleffnefs 
of their attacks, they retired filled with admiration for this handful of Chrifiians, whom 
they feared much more than fifty thoufand Siamefe, who had neither the courage to 
wait for them, nor to purfue them in their retreat. It is true that thefe Chrifiians, 
though more courageous, were not better difciplined, and it was that fault which 
caufed the lofs of the French quarter. The guard was buried in a profound fleep, 
when the Bramas, recovered from their firft terror, fee fire to the upper part of the 
bifhop’s quarter. The Chrifiians took refuge in crowds in the church, where the 
cries of the women and children announced a peril, the horrors of which were re¬ 
doubled by the darknefs of the night. One Chriftian, who had ftrayed, was unmer¬ 
cifully maffacred ; the others made an obftinate defence j and though furprifed, they 
appeared invincible. The enemy, every where repulfed, attempted an attack on the 
Dutch quarter. 

The reputation of their courage drew many Siamefe and Chinefe to their quarter, 
who, under their {hade, thought themfelves {haltered from the tempeft. AH con¬ 
tributed to the general defence: they raffed walls on the ruins of deflroyed pyramids: 
the Chinefe found among them a great deal of filver: the Chrifiians had the leaden 
gutters for their {hare, of which they made balls. 

The city, ready to fall into the power of the Bramas, would have been buried in its 
ruins, if they had not had recourfe to negotiation to foften the befiegers, already armed 
with torches to reduce it to allies, lhe Bramas, proud of their Superiority, replied 
that they had no other conditions to preferibe than for them to lurrender at diferetion, 
and that they were determined to ufe all the rights that victory gave them. Such hard 
laws were rfejecled, and hoflilities recommenced. On the 38th of April, 1767, the 
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city was taken by affimlt. The riches of the palace and pagodas became a heap of 
afnes and ruins: the golden images of the falfe gods were melted, and the blind rage 
of tliele barbarians deprived them of the rewards which had awakened their cupidity. 
Their own fury robbed them of their prey ; and to revenge their lofs, they made their 
refentment fall on the inhabitants, whom they burnt on the foies of their feet, to make 
them difcover the places where their treafure was hid. They violated their weeping 
daughters before their eyes. 

The priefts, fufpe%fl of concealing riches, were run through with darts or lances, 
and many were knocked on the head with clubs: the fields, as well as the pagodas, 
were ftrewed with the dead : nothing was to be feen but carcafes floating down the 
rivers, and the flench attra&ed fwarms of flies, who revenged the country by the ra¬ 
vages’they caufed in the army during its retreat. _ The great officers of the kingdom, 
and the Monarch’s favourites, were loaded with irons and condemned to row in the 
galleys. The King, witnefs of the miferies of his courtiers, endeavoured to efcape the 
horrors of their fate ; but he was difeovered, and mafiacred at the gate of his palace. 

The King, prieft-torn from the filence of his retreat, was led captive with the Princes 
and PriucefTes of his blood ; and all, through fear of death, owned they had concealed 
treafures. When the avarice of the enemy found nothing further to glut itfelf with, 
apd the country only prefented the fpeftacle of the dead and the dying, the victorious 
army began its inarch towards Pegu. It led in its train the King of Siam, who, inftead 
of courtiers, had only the companions of his captivity, lefs wretched than himfelf, as 
they had not fallen from fuch a height. The bithop of Tabraca, included in the ge¬ 
neral misfortune, was put on board a galley. The detachment that guarded him was 
commanded by a man who had nothing of the barbarian in him. His courage and 
fervices had procured him the government of Tavail, a poll of truft, which juftified 
the difeemment of the mafter in the choice of a fervant. 

CHAP. 5 VIII. — Sequel of the Revolution cf ij 6 y. 

AS foon as the army of the Bramas had evacuated the kingdom it had jufl con¬ 
quered, the wandering and difperfed Siamefe emerged from the woods that had ferved 
them for retreats, and, uniting, they approached their capital. Animated with ven¬ 
geance and the recollection of their misfortunes, they every where carried defolation : 
they facrificed every one of the Bramas they could meet with. But the blood of their 
oppreffors with which they were imbrued could not alleviate the horrors of famine 
which raged among them. Rice was fo dear that it had ceafed to be a refource: they 
were reduced to feed on wild roots and bamboo fprouts, which fhoot up out of the 
earth like the afparagus of Europe. They were likewife afflicted with a Angular dis¬ 
order ; thofe who were attacked by it loll their memory and lpeech : they became 
delirious, but at intervals had lucid moments, which made them more feverely feel 
the horrors of their fituation. 

The Siamefe, though united by a thirfl for vengeance, were divided among them- 
felves by the ambition of the command. Phaia-Thae, a Siamefe officer, bora of a 
Chinefe, had attracted the eyes of the nation. Equally politic and warlike, lie paved 
the way to his greatnefs by affefting to defpife it. lie was called to the command by 
the unanimous voice of the nobles and people. At fir ft he only a (Turned the modeft 
title of defender of the nation; and covering his ambitious views with the veil of mo¬ 
deration, would only appear as citizen that he might really be King. Armed with 
the fuprerae power, he had the policy to obtain allies, perfuaded that the people, 
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inconftant in their affe£Hons, quickly pafs from love to hatred, and delight in 
deflroying their own work, as foon as ever that the mailer they created ceafes to 
refpedt their caprices. 

Experience had taught him that the priefts, abiding their power over the ignorant 
multitude, fomented revolts and popular commotions. He conceived a hatred for 
them which he took no pains to conceal. He looked upon the veneration paid 
them, as a diminution of his power, and this competition made him defire the extinc¬ 
tion of thefe religious idolators, who, poor by profeflion, enjoyed in indolence the 
fruits of the labour of the artifan and cultivator. A Sancrat, who enjoyed a high 
reputation, was accufed of incontinence. Phaia Thae made him appear before his 
tribunal, and condemned him to undergo the proof by fire. The foies of his feet 
were wounded by the burning coals, and this was a proof that he was guilty. He 
would have been fentenced to lofe his head, if powerful interceflions had not obtained 
his pardon, under the fpecious pretence, that his death would be an opprobrium, and 
the gods would be lefs refpe&ed when their miniflcrs were difgraced. 

Phaia-Thae elevated all thofe who had been the archjte&s of his greatnefs to the 
firlt dignities of the Hate. An implacable enemy to the Bramas, he denounced 
fevere punishment on their partifans, who fowed the feeds of rebellion in the king¬ 
dom. In 1769 he Ihewed his benevolence towards the poor. A drought had caufed 
a great fcarcity, the general confequence of war, which fufpends labour, and flackens 
the induftry of the hufbandman. Deftrudive rats had not waited the ripening of 
the rice to devour it: the feeds had been dellroyed in the earth, radilhes and herbs 
had fallen their prey. The refource of the yam had failed, which is a kind of 
pDtatoe, fo large, that fometimes one is as much as a man can carry. Swarms of 
flies and gnats, attraded by the finell of the dead bodies, darkened the air, and made 
troublefome warfare with the living. 

It was under thefe deplorable circumftances that Phaia-Thae difclofed his com- 
paffionate difpofition. The poor did not long pine in want. The public treafury, 
generally exhaulled to fupport luxury, was opened for the relief of the wretched. 
Foreigners for ready money furnilhed thofe productions which the foil of the country 
had denied. The ufurper by his bounty juftified the titles of his greatnefs. Abufes 
were reformed: fecurity was re-eftablifhed. Frequent and bloody executions pu¬ 
nched and prevented crimes. The law which never creates murmurrers, was fubfti- 
tuted for arbitary power, which fooner or later makes rebels. In fecuring the public 
tranquillity he ftrengthened his ufurped power ; and his right to the throne could 
not be contefted, if it fell to the lot of him who only fought the public good. 

On the firlt intelligence of the revolt of the Siamefe, the King of the Bramas 
had fent orders to the governor of Tavail to enter that rebellious kingdom with 
fire and fword, and to augment his army with the inhabitants of his city, to 
make them the inflruments of the entire ruin of their country. Thefe people had 
contrived to difguife their hatred againfl their new oppreflors, under an affectionate 
exterior. 

I he general only took a finall number of Bramas with him, becaufe, deceived by 
appearances, he had put all his truft in the Siamefe, who he thought were fincerely 
attached to him. It was not long before he found he had been the dupe of their 
hypocritical zeal. He detached them againfl the city of Beancham, and as foon as 
they became matters of it, they fhut the gates, and declared they had only taken up 
arms to ufe them againfl: their oppreflors. They turned the cannon of the place againfl 
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■thofe who till then had been their companions. The general abandoned by thefe 
traitors, if that name fhould be given to the avengers of their country, every where 
fought far provifions, and every where he found enemies. The fields themfelves were 
rebellious to his wiihes, and refufed to fupply his wants. The Bramas in their laft 
irruption, had dripped them of their fruit-trees. The beads of burthen, who found 
nothing to feed on in thefe plains, which only prefented heaps of afhes, difperfed 
to feek their food elfewhere. At length the army had only provifions for three 
days. A longer perfeverance would rather have been obdinacy than heroic forti¬ 
tude. The general thought he ought to preferve the lives of the red of the men 
intruded to his care; he therefore made a retreat, which had nothing difgraceful 
in it, becaufe it was ncceffary. As foon as he arrived at Tavail, he informed his 
mader of the bad fuccefs of his expedition, the failure of which he threw on the defection 
of his army. 

The King of Ava, humbled to experience reverfes in a country which had been the 
theatre of his triumphs, meditated the i moft cruel vengeance. But when he prepared 
to inarch ag-aind it in perfon to realize his threats, he was prevented in the execution 
of his projeds by difputes he had with the Chinefe, of which this was the caufe or at 
lead the pretence. 

The Bramas, after having laid wade the kingdoms of Pegu, Siam, and Aracan, 
declared war againft the Chinefe, under. pretence of taking revenge of a final! nation 
of what they called barbarians, but who were lefs fo than themlelves. This obfeure people, 
and who were latisfied to remain fo, lived in foreds which leparate the kingdom of 
Ava from the empire of China, where, confining themfelves to the productions of an 
ungrateful foil, they had no ambition to attempt the liberty of their neighbours. This 
wild nation, which knew no other wealth than its independance, feemed by its poverty 
to be free from ever tempting the avarice of a conqueror. The Kings of Ava, had 
always been its protectors, and it had fubmitted to pay them a final I tribute. But the 
Cafliens, poor and haughty, feeing all the neighbouring kingdoms agitated with 
foreign and domedic wars, wilhed to free themfelves from a tribute which was lels 
burthenfome than humiliating. It was in 1749, that they declared they no longer 
needed any proteaors, that their foreds were their dronged ramparts, and that their 
courage had taught them to brave every thing and fear nothing. ■ 

Tor foine time they enjoyed their natural independance ; but when the kingdom of 
Ava had regained its original fplendour, they found themfelves inceflhntly interrupted 
by the Bramas, whofe frequent irruptions ravaged their lands, which of themfelves 
fcarcely lurnilhed the means of fupplying their moderate wants. To be protected fi'om 
their tyranny, they fought the aSidance of a neighbouring Chinefe King, who alone 
could proteCt them, and who was intereded in their defence, becaufe they were a 
barrier between him and thofe brigands. 

While a torrent of Bramas inundated the kingdom of Siam, another fwarm of thefe 
barbarians fpread themfelves into the provinces of China, where without meeting with 
any refidance they feized fcveral drong places, the inhabitants of which were all put 
to the fword. 

On hearing of fo many evils, the governor of Canton raifed an army to free the 
country from fo terrible a fcourge; but the new r s of his march made the Bramas retire 
to their own country, to depofit their booty, and get reinforcements. 

Some time after the Chinefe engaged with advantage on the river, but the triumph 
was followed by the mod ianguinary reverfe. Their army was cut to pieces; 100,000 
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men were led captive to Ava, from whence they were difpcrfed into the different pro¬ 
vinces of the kingdoms to labour at the public works. 

The defeat of the Chinefe was a lofs eafily repaired. The Emperor affembled an 
army of 500,000 combatants, which he deftined to carry defolation among the enemy's 
poffeffions. The King of Ava, too weak to oppofe fuch a torrent, affembled the troops 
from all the provinces into the capital. All the inhabitants of the country contiguous 
to China abandoned their property; the country was become a defert, laid waile 
by its former inhabitants, who wiflied to deprive their enemy of the means of fubfift- 
ing. At the commencement of 1769 the movements of the enemy were not yet 
known, who could not penetrate to Ava, without being exhaufted by famine and 
diftrefs. No intelligence could be received till the month of October of this prefent 
year 1771. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF TIIE KINGDOM OF TONQUEEN. 

By S. BARON, a Native thereof *. 


CHAP. I. — Taverniere* s Account of Tonqueen animadverted on. 

r I "'HE kingdom of Tonqueen has been difeovered by the Portuguefe above a hundred 
A and twenty years fince, and therelations that Padre Martin and Alexander de Rodes, 
both jefuits, give of it, is in general more true than this of Taverniere; for what 
contradictions we find in them may be imputed to the alteration of things by mutation 
■ of time. 

Taverniere talks of eleven or twelve voyages his brother made to Tonqueen. from 
Achien, Batavia and Bantam ; on the confidence of whofe relation, together with 
what he enquired of the bonzes, or priefts, that came while he was at Bantam, he 
has compiled his hiftory, as fabulous and full of grofs abfurdities as lines. 

For firft, the Tonqueenefe have no bonzes or priefts, however they came to Bantam 
and Batavia ; and then he faith, when the Tonqueenefe make voyages they take their 
wives and families with them ; I fuppofe he means thofe voyages they make on the 
river of Tonqueen, from one village to an other, but for foreign voyages, they are 
altogether unacquainted with them, unlels it be fome few of the poorer fort that go 
to attend ftrangers, or are forced other wife for a livelihood. He notes how the 
Tonqueenefe were ravifhed with admiration, when he lhewed them his Atlas and 
fome particular maps about the compofure and ftructure of the whole world, and its 
feveral kingdoms and ftates, which they heeded as much as a world in the moon. Neither 
can I hear of a Taverniere that has made eleven or twelve voyages to Tonqueen on his 
own account: only thus much I have heard, that there has been one Taverniere, a 
purfer in the Dutch fervice, and once in Tonqueen. 

He commends his brother for a perfon of courage and cunning, how juftly I cannot 
tell; but this I am fure, he has ufed but little cordiality, and lefs finceritv, notwith- 
ftanding all his proteftations, in his account of Tonqueen: he magnifies’the- ^reat 
films of money his brother always carried with him, when he went on that voyage, 
but it is too well known what apurfer in the Dutch fervice can do, and what they are 
allowed to do j hindering fo flrictly the private trade. 1 

He talks of a large prefent he gave the King and Prince, together with his favourable 
reception and familiar converfanon with them ; if this be true, 1 fay the Tonqueenefe 
are much degenerated ; yet it cannot be denied, that ftrangers at their firft entrance 
this country, had, in many refpeas, better ufage than at prefent; but not fo as 

♦Churchill's Co), VoL Vi* 

to 



THE KINGDOM OF TONQUEEN. 6-y 

to permit themfdves to play with a foreigner the good companion : at this time they 
keep their diftanjgp to all ftrangers, making but fmall account of them. To kifs the 
King's hand is not the Tonqueen mode, much Iefs permitted to ftrangers: and when 
he ipoke the Malayan language fo fluently, he might as well have fpoken French to 
them, that underftood not a word of either. When he played amongft thofe lords, 
1 wonder what game it was that he loft fo many thou land crowns at, as he mentions ; 
but it is moft to be admired, that a calf and two jars of Tonqueen arrack, the ufual 
Jargefs and liberality of this King, (water diftilled out of rice) fhould fupply his great 
Ioffes. He farther tells you, that by the great familiarity his brother had at court, 
and by the frequent difcourfes he had* with a great many Tenqueenefes, (who never 
ftir out of the country, however Jie inet them at Bantam and Batavia) he laid the 
foundation of his work, which is both faithful and exad. Furthermore he faith, no 
other confideration than the fpeaking of truth has invited him to undertake this re- 
Mation, all which being notorious contradi&ions and falfe tales, fliame indeed the author 
the more. 

Our author, as all other Europeans, terms and intitles the general of Chova, Kiuc, 
becaufe he difpofes of the kingdom at his pleafure, receiving all foreigh ambaiflldbrs* 
except that of China, However this is a miftake, for they have their" King or Bova’ 
thdugh he fignifies no more than a cypher, as will be noted in feverul places of this 
relation. 

He not only vaunts of his cuts, which he fays were drawn on the place, and will 
contribute much to the divertifement of the reader, but alfo praifes for its " exaft nefs 
the map which he gives of the country ; than which nothing can be more falfe for 
compare it with our fea draughts, it will plainly appear what it is: but as fabulous 
ftories and fictions, invented at plealure, are pleafing only to tlie ignorant, fo it is 
moft certain, the ingenious reader will blame him for promifmg fo much, and ufne 
io little probity in his hiftory. ' fa 


CHAP. II. — Of the Situation and Extent of Tonqueen. 

WE have no more rcafon to admire why our predeceflbrs had no earlier know¬ 
ledge of this kingdom than they had of that of China, becaufe its difcoverv was fome- 
tlmig pollenor to that; for the Portuguefe had no fooner difcovered the laft but th'*v 
lent out flups to vifit this alfo. 

It is true, this kingdom was a province of China formerly, and pays tribute ftill 
to that Emperor: but that was not the reafon why we had no fooner knowledge 
thereof, confidenng thefe people have been governed by their native Princes for 
above thefe four hundred years without interruption, which was long before the Por¬ 
tuguefe came to make their difcoveries in India. The true reafon leems to be that 
i he people did never ftir abroad, nor do yet, for commerce or other affectation ; and 
they iomewhat aftect in this the Chinefe vanity, thinking all other people to be bar 
barous, imitating their government, learning, characters, &fe. yet hare their perfons 
. 1 do no u t kn ° w wll y Paverniere faith moft people fliould believe this country to be 
m a very hot climate, confidenng it is fituated under the tropic, and fome part of it 
more to the northward; neverthelefs he affirms it to he very temperate, by reafon of 

nmiEHSTn °r f FH ^ aml ;l lt0 *? Cther free from thok &nd hills, and barren 
mountains, that caule fuch heat in Conimaroan, and oilier places in the gulphoFPerfia) 

ut watei it, together with the nun that falls in its feafou ; whereas the truth thereof 
n S that the nuns, indeed, generally fall in the months of Mav, June, July, and 
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Auguft, and fometimes {boner, which moiften the ground, but caufe no frefli breezes 
at all: on the contrary, the faid two months of July and Auguft make the weather 
here unfufferably hot. Doubtlefs the country would be plentiful in fruits, were there 
not fo many inhabitants, who living by rice chiefly, find therefore the greater neceffity 
to cultivate- what ground they have with that grain, not neglecting the leaft fpot. 

To the north-eaft of this kingdom lies the province of Canton j to the weft it is 
bounded by the kingdoms of Laos and the Bowes ; to the north it borders on two 
other provinces of China, Junam and Ouanci, or Ai; to the fouth and fouth-eaft on 
Cochin-China. The climate is temperate and wholefome from September till March * 
fometimes very cold in January and February ; though froft and fnow are never feen 
here: the months of April, May and June, are not fo healthful, both becaufe of the 
rains and fogginefs ef the air, and the fun’s coming to the zenith : but June, July , and 
Auguft are exceflive hot months. The winds are here divided between the north and 
the fouth for fix and fix months; the country is delightful from May till Auguft, the 
trees being then in their verdure, and the fields all covered with paddy, very pleafant 
to the beholders. 

The great winds that are called amongft our feamen the hurricanes, and known, 
here by the name of Tanffoons, reign on this and the adjacent coafts, and the feas 
thereof are very terrible, but the time of their coming is very uncertain, fometimes 
once in five or fix years, and fometimes in eight or nine ; and though this wind is 
not known in other oriental feas by that name, and with that exceflive violence, yet 
that which is called the Elephant in the bay of Bengal, and the coaft of Coromandel, 
is not much inferior to this j and the fad effects thereof are but too often experienced 
by the feamen. I cannot find an aftronomer in all Tonqueen, to alk from whence thefe 
winds Ihould proceed, fo I cannot affirm that they are caufed by the exhalations of the 
mines of Japan. 

As for the extent of the country, which he makes equal to that of France, it is a 
grofs miftake, for this kingdom is reckoned by men experienced, not to be much 
bigger than Portugal; but may be thought to contain four times the number of inha¬ 
bitants. Tavemiere makes its limits unknown, forgetting that he had fo lately de- 
fcribed the borders and extent thereof. 

As for iflands belonging to this kingdom, there are feveral in the bay of Tonqueen, 
the chief whereof is called by the natives Twon Bene, and by the Dutch Rovers Ifland. 
It is fituated in the latitude of 19 degrees 15 minutes north ; is long one and a half, 
and broad half a league at moft, the better part high land, and diftant from the main 
one league, between which and the main fea fhips may pafs, as the Dutch did formerly, 
but the navigator mull obferve to keep the ifland fide aboard, within a mulket {hot ; 
where you will find fix, feven, and feven and a half fathoms, ouzy ground. On the 
fame fide of the ifland, which is its weft part, are two fmall bays, the northemmoft 
has a fmall pearl bank, but not rich ; yet none dare to fiili here without th*e King’s 
fpecial grant. In both the bays there is fweet water, which we found to be exceeding 
good, and efteemed the beft we tafted there. At the fouth-weft point of this ifland 
is a ridge of rocks, extending from the faid point one hundred paces into the fea, 
and may be difcovered at half ebb, by the breach thereon; for the reft, a dear 
coaft. 

Towards the north-weft, is a fair bay, three fathoms and a half, and four fathom 
water, clay ground; here refort many fiftiing boats, befides what appertain to this 
village, whofe inhabitants I compute between three or four hundred perfons, moft 
fifliennen. 
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In this ifland is the Watch-houfe general, which is a place of the greateft profit in 
the kingdom of Tonqueen : for ah trading boats, either to the province of Ting way 
or Guian, or from thence to the north, mull flop here and pay cultom, viz. for a 
large boat about the value of a dollar and a half, with fome prefents for the waiters, 
the reft proportionable ; fo that the cultoms of this place cannor yield lefs than a mil¬ 
lion of dollars per annum. 

As for the ground, it is ftony and mountainous, therefore not proper to manure ; 
cattle we faw but few, though the inhabitants told us of many antelopes that flieltered 
amongft the rocks and ftirubs of the mountains, fo that rice and other provisions for 
fuftenance, are brought hither from the adjacent Ihore. Some good regulations 
would make this place plentiful, and with fnxall expence this port might be made a 
good one. 

For cities and towns, excepting that of Ca-cho, there are not above two or three 
in the whole kingdom of any note. As for aldeas or villages, qneftionlefs the num¬ 
ber is great, and more than I can exactly affirm, or any man elfe that hath not made 
it his bufmefs to inquire after them; neither is it an eafy matter to find the truth 
thereof: the city of Ca-cho is the metropolis of Tonqueen, lieth in the latitude 21 de¬ 
grees north, about forty leagues from the fea, and may, for its capacioufnefs, be com¬ 
pared with many cities in Afia, and fuperior to moil for populoufnefs, efpecially on 
the 1 ft and 15th of their new moon, being their market days, or grand bazar; 
when the people from the adjacent villages flock thither with their trade, in fuch 
numbers as is almoft incredible ; feveral of the ftreets, though broad and fpacious, 
are then fo crowded that one finds enough to do if he can fometimes advance 
through the multitude a hundred paces in half an hour. Every different commodity 
fold in this city is appointed to a particular ftreet, and thefe ftreets again allotted to 
one, two, or more villages; the inhabitants whereof are only privileged to keep fliops 
in them, much in the nature of the feveral companies or corporations in European 
cities. The courts of the King, General, Princes, &c. grandesa and high courts of 
juftice,are kept here, of which I can only fay they ftand on large tradts of ground: the 
principal ftrudture makes but a mean appearance, being built of wood, the reft of 
their houfes of bamboos and clay, not well compared; few of brick, except the fac¬ 
tories of ftrangers, which outvie the reft. Stupendous, indeed, are th*e triple walls of 
the old city and palace ; for by the ruins they appear to have been ft rang fabrics 
with noble large gates, paved with a kind of marble; the palace to have been about 
fix or feven miles In circumference ; its gates, courts, apartments, &c. teftify amply 
its former pomp and glory. In this city is likewife quartered a formidable militia, to be 
ready on all occafions; and here alfo Hands the King’s arfenal or magazine for war, 
feated on the bank of the river, near a Tandy ifland, on which the Thetadaw is kepi, 
as hereafter will be mentioned. This river is called by the natives Songkoy, or the 
head river; it rifes in China, and after it has rolled many hundred leagues, it pafles 
here and difgorgeth itfelf in the bay of Aynam, by eight or nine mouths, moft of 
them navigable for veflels of ftnall draught. This river is exceeding commodious 
for the city, ftnce all forts of merchandize are brought hither as to the epitome of the 
kingdom, by an infinite number of boats trading up and down the country ; yet they 
have their houfes in their refpeftive aldeas, and do not five altogether in their boats, 
as 1 averaiere reports, but when they are voyaging. 
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CHAP. HI. — Of the Nature and Productions of the Kingdom of Tonqucen. 

THIS country Is for the moil part low and flat, not unlike the United Provinces, 
efpedally for its moats and banks. The hills make the frontiers towards the north- 
weft ;m J fouth : it is watered by one fpecial river, which difgorgeth itfelf into the lea 
by many branches, molt of them navigable for Ihips of mean burthen. Thefe rivers 
{warm with boats and large barks, which make it very commodious for traders: in¬ 
deed in this country grows neither corn nor wine, which is not occafioned by the want 
of rain, for both of them require rather dry than wet ground; but by reafon the inha¬ 
bitants do not much care for them, as being ignorant of their goodneis, and therefore 
do not plant them. Rice indeed is the chief fuilenance of thefe people, and the 
country produces fufficient quantities thereof; and if this grain would have grown 
only by the rains of the months of June and July, welhould not have experienced the 
fad effe&s of a molt dreadful and calamitous famine, that fwept away fo many millions 
of fouls in thefe two preceding years. 

From the rice they diftil a liquor called arrack, but much Inferior to aqua vitas. 
Their ploughs, and the manner of ufing them, are ranch after the Chinefe falhion 
defcribed in the hiftory of China: the paddy they tread out with their feet, wherein 
their practice has made them very expert. 

The fruits are equally good in their kinds with thofe of other oriental countries, but 
their oranges far exceed all that I have tailed. What Taverniere calls a palm tree is 
indeed a cocoa nut; the pulp within is white, and taftes fomething like an almond: 
this fruit is fo plentiful in Siam, that they lade Ihips with the oil that is made of the 
faid pulp to fupply their neighbours, which is ufed to burn in lamps. 

The liquor thereof is very cold and pleafant enough, but reckoned bad for the 
nerves: queflionlefs it is the molt ufeful tree that is found in India, ferving for meat, 
drink, cloathing, firing, building, &c. 

The grava is a fruit much like his defcription, but he is mightily out in the effefls 
thereof; for whether green or ripe it is always binding, but not ufually eaten green. 

The papay is a fruit indeed refembling a melon, and fomewhat of the taile, not 
unpleafant. 

The arreak, called by the Malays penang, grows ftraight upright, bearing no branch, 
but at the top like a crown, the fruit of which is in bignefs like a large pigeon’s 
egg, which moll Indians ufe to eat with the leaf called beetle by the Portuguefe, and 
fera by the Malays. It is good to fweeten the breath, fallen the teeth, and revive the 
fpirits: in chewing, the juice thereof turns red; it is fo much in ufe that they think 
they do not make their friends welcome without prefenting them with a dilh of it. 
The Tonqueenefes, Siamefes, Malays, and Javas had rather Iofe a third of their diet 
than be without it. They have a fig called by them hungs, in taile fomething like a 
carrot, but much more pleafant, not at all like our European figs. 

The other fort, called bonana, or plantain, which he calls Adam’s figs, fome are 
in length about a fpan, fome lefs. 

The highways are here and there befet with trees and many flieds, where they fell 
tea and beetle, &c., very commodious for travellers; and for thofe exceeding great 
trees, that lhade fo many thoufands of men, called the baman tree, I cannot contradict 
him; but what I have feen at Swallow, Mareene, at Surat, far exceed any of thofe 
in bignefs. 

In 
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In this country we have the fruit lecHea, called bejay by the natives, In great plenty, 
which indeed no where elfe comes to maturity but in the latitude from 20 to 30 degrees 
north. It grows on high trees; the leaves refemble fomewhat the laurel; the fruits, 
in duffers on the branches, fliew like fo many hearts, of the bignefs of a fmall hen 
egg ; when ripe of a crimfon colour; the ftiell thin and rough, yet eafy to be pulled 
off; the kernel is full of a white juice. This fruit is of an excellent taife, and molt 
pleiifant to the fight, but it does not laft above forty days in feafon: the time of its 
maturity is April, about when the general will caufe his chiaop or feal to be fixed on 
moft trees of the belt lecheas in the country, belong they to whom they will, which 
obliges the owner not only not to meddle with his own, but alfo to watch narrowly 
that others do not touch them, which would be to his peril, fince it is ingroffed by the 
court, who allow him nothing for his fruit or pains. 

The fruit called jean, or lungung (that is, dragon’s eggs, by the Chinefe), is very 
plentiful here: the tree much as the former; the kernel white, but exceeding lufcious; 
the fruit round, and lefs than a fmall plum; the fkin not rough, of a pale olive 
colour, and near to a withered leaf. This fruit, though it pleafes many of the Ton- 
queenefes, yet it is reckoned hot and unwholefome. The feafon is May, and lafts till 
July. 

The na, or as the Portuguefe call it, annana pampehnoor, and two or three forts of 
plums, with other kinds of Indian fruits (except durrions, which will only grow in 
hot countries, that is, from Siam towards the l'outh, as Mai lay a, Mallacam, Java, &c.), 
are to be found here. But what exceeds all I have tailed in other parts of that kind 
is the jaca, or myte, in Ton queen: this is the largeft fruit I think in the world ; 
and, becaufe of its bignefs, provident nature has placed its growth on the flock or 
body of the tree; not on the branches, left it fhould not be fuificient to bear the 
burthen. The (kin, when green, is very hard, but ripe, of a yellow colour, and 
eafy to be cut with a knife. There are feveral forts of them ; but that which eats 
dryeft, without flicking either to the fingers or lips, is the beft and plealanteft. The 
greateft part are of a flimy fubftance, and, as it were, a yellow pap covers the nuts, 
which lie in little holes. Some of the poorer people will boil or roaft the nuts and eat 
them, which have a kind of tafte like our chefnuts, but are reckoned hurtful to the 
lungs. 

Taverniere tells a long ftory of the rare mice that are in this country of many forts, 
yet I never was at a feaft of any, and therefore am no competent judge of their dainti- 
nefs : I know the Portuguefe eat them phyfically in feveral diftempers. 

The next thing to be taken notice of is a particular kind of birds 1 nefts, which indeed 
are in great efteem among the Indians, and kept at a great price, being taken as great 
reftoratives, and by foine counted ftimulaters to venery; but Taverniere faith they am 
not to be found but in the four iflands of Cochin-Chipa, A. B. C. D., which I am fure 
is a great miftake j neither do I know thole iflands, or of any birds’ nefts to be found 
in Cochin-China. The birds which make thefe nefts are lefs than fwallows. As to 
the form and figure of thefe birds’ nefts, they-are much as he deferibes them, and the 
greateft quantities of them come from Jehor, Reho, Pattany, and other Malayan 
countries; but that they are, when boiled, of that exceeding fragrance and odorifer- 
oufnels as he pretends, is a fi&ion, Thefe nefts are laid to foak in warm water two 
hours, then pulled out in firings, the fmaller the better, and fo ftewed with hens, 
pigeons, or any other flefh, with a little water : in ftewing they diflolve ahnoft to a jelly, 
without either tafte or fmell. 
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And as M. Taverniere is very erroneous in his map, fo 1 do not know, nor have I 
heard of thofe Hands i, 2, 3, 4, and 5, that afford, as he fays, fuch infinite num¬ 
bers of tortoifes. The goodnefs of the faid turtles is fufficiently known to our Englilh 
feaiuen in their homeward-bound voyages; but that the Tonqueenefe or Cochin- 
Chinefe do not believe that they have entertained their friends at a banquet as they 
ought till the tortoife is brought in is altogether fabulous; for when we were at the 
ifland Tevan Bene, or, according to the Dutch, Rover’s Hand, a tortoife of about 
twenty pounds weight was brought to the cuftom-hpufe, where I lodged, to be fold, 
and the Tonqueenefe not caring to buy it, I had it for a fmall matter. Moreover, 
coming from Siam I touched at Pulo Ubi, where my mariners took five or fix very 
large tortoifes, and brought them on board, but the Tonqueenefe feamen that were 
with me (who were compelled to take up that employ becaufe of the great famine that 
ravaged their country) would not touch them ; neither do I know, as he aflerts, that 
any of thofe tortoifes are wont to be pickled by either of theie two nations, or that 
there is any commerce carried on therewith amongfl: them; therefore I wonder how 
M. Taverniere could dream of a war between them, merely on account of catching them. 

Tonqueen affords no great ftore of ananas, or pine-apples. The citrons he men¬ 
tions are not altogether fo large as thofe of Europe, which look green before they are 
ripe, and being mature look yellow. 

They make good ftore of filks in the kingdom of Tonqueen, of which both rich 
and poor make themfelves garments, fince they can purehafe them as cheap almoft as 
outlandifii callicoes. 

As for fweet-fmelling flowers, though I do not profefs myfelf a florift, yet I know 
above two forts in Tonqueen ; but what he calls the bayne I cannot fmell out: for, 
firft, there is a beautiful rofe, of a white colour mixed with purple, and another of 
almoft the fame kind, red and yellow ; it grows on a bufh without prickles or thorns, 
but has no feent. 

The flower, that is nothing elfe but a bud, and refembles a caper, but much leffer, 
fmells as fragrant and odoriferous as any flower I know, and will retain the feent above 
a fortnight though off the tree: the ladies of the court ufe it amongfl: their wearing 
apparel. 

The Indian lily grows here as in feveral other parts of India; the fhape fomewhat 
refembles the European lily, but is a great deal lefs; it grows on a pretty high tree, 
is of a white colour, and yields a good feent, though a little faintifh. 

Here is a finall flower, fnow white, in feent like jeffamine, but more vigorous; it 
grows on a low tree, or rather fhrub. In Perfia there are fuch great quantities of it, 
that they load whole fhips with the water diftilled from it. Thefe flowers being of no 
great efteem among the natives I fhaU pafs them by. 

Here are great plenty of fugar-^anes, but they have no great fkill to refine the fugar 
they make from them; however, they do it after their manner, and ufe it, but not 
after meals, as Taverniere faith, for concoftion. 

Tigers and harts are here, but not many : apes in great plenty : of cows, hogs, hens, 
ducks, geefe, &c. there is no want. Their horfes are fmall, but very mettlefome and 
lively; and were it not that they are fo feldom rode, and kept too tender, they might 
be of good ufe and fit for fervice. 

Their elephants are all trained up for war, and are not of that prodigious bignefs 
he would make one believe, for I have feen larger in Siam ; neither are they nimbler 
than other elephants that are taught to lie down for the rider to mount. 

They 
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They have many cats, but no great moufers, which defeft is pretty well fupplied by 
their dogs, which are fit for little elfe. 

Birds here are not many, but wild-fowl in abundance. 

Near the fea-fide and in the city they have a great many mufquetoes, but in the 
country they are not fo much troubled with them: thofe that will be free of them 
muft either fmoke their rooms or lie in clofe curtains, made of thin filks for that pur- 
pofe. The cold northern wind drives them away, and frees the country of thofe tor¬ 
mentors for a while. 

What he faith of the white emmets is true : this vermin is very mifchievous ; in 
Siam hardly any houfe is free from them, fo that merchants are forced to make 
hearfes, and to rub the feet thereof with oil of earth (which fcent they cannot endure), 
in order to fecure their merchandize. 

The way of pickling hen or duck eggs, as Taverniere defcribes, is true, but thefe 
eggs ferve only for fauces, and not to be eaten otherwife. 

CHAP. IV. — Of the Riches, Trade, and Money of the Kingdom of Tonqueen. 

THE chief riches, and indeed the only ftaple commodity, is filk, raw and wrought: 
of the raw the Portuguefe and Caftilians in former days, the Hollanders lately, and at 
prefent the Chinefe, export good quantities to Japan, &c.: of their wrought filks the 
Englilh and Dutch expend the moft. 

This kingdom has no lignum aloes at all but what is imported by foreign traders. 

Mulk we have here, brought from Bowes and China annually ; fometimes the quan¬ 
tity of five or fix peculls, fometimes lefs; neither have they any gold but what comes 
from China. Their filver is brought in by Englilh, Dutch, and Chinefe trading to 
Japan. They have iron and lead mines which afford them juft enough of thofe mi¬ 
nerals to ferve their occafions. 

Their domeftic trade confifts in rice, fait fifh, and other fuftenance; little raw and 
wrought filk for their own wear. They likewife drive a commerce with Bowes and 
Ai, though with no great profit, by reafon of high expences and large prefents to the 
eunuchs, who command the avenues ; nor do the Chinefe that pafs thofe ways fare 
better, being often exafted upon, and fometimes ftripped of all they have by the 
ravenous mandareens. And fince it is one of the policies of the court not to make 
the fubje£ts rich, left they fhould be proud and ambitious, and afpire to greater mat¬ 
ters, the King connives at thofe diforders, and opprelfes them with heavy taxes and 
impofitions; and fhould he know that any perfons were to exceed the ordinary means 
of a private fubje£t, they would incur the danger of lofing all on fome pretence or 
other which is a great difcouragenxent to the induftrious, and neceflltates them to 
bury their wealth, having no means to improve it. 

As for foreign traders, a new comer fuffers, beftdes hard ufage in his buying and 
felling, a thoufand inconveniences; and no certain rates on merchandizes imported 
or exported being impofed, the infatiable mandareens caufe the fhips to be rummaged, 
and take what commodities may likely yield a price at their own rates, ufing the 
King's name to cloak their griping and villanous extortions, and for all this there is 
no remedy but patience. 

Yet ftrangers that are experienced here are lefs fubjeft to thofe irregularities and 
opprdfions, efcaping their clutches, though not without fome trouble and coft: in a 
word, the Tonqueen trade is at prefent the moft faftidious in all India, wherefore I 
wonder our author ihould fay it is a great pleafure to deal with them; for if you bar- 
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gain for any thing, and are likely to lofe thereby, you are fure to bear the lofs. No¬ 
thing almoft is fold but upon iruft for three or four months time, and yet then you 
nm the hazard to lofe what is fo fold, or at lead to undergo a thoufand troubles for 
the recovery of the debt, and at laft are likely to fuffer, either in bad coin or un¬ 
merchantable goods. This defeat and diforder in trade proceeds more from their in¬ 
digency and poverty than from any thing elfe j for there is not a Tonqueenefe mer¬ 
chant that has or had ever the courage and ability to buy the value of two thoufand. 
dollars at once, and to pay it upon the nail* But, after all, the Tonqueenefe are 
not altogether fo fraudulent, and of that deceitful difpofition, as the Chinefe; it may 
be by reafon they are inferior to them in craft or cunning. 

There is this further difference between thefe two nations $ a Tonqueenefe will beg 
incdfantly, and torment your purfe fufficieiitly, if you have bufmefs with him, 
whereas a Chinefe is cruel and bloody, malicioufly killing, a man, or flinging him into 
the fea for final! matters. 

Another occafion of hindrance and flop to trade is, that they permit the greater 
part of what filver comes into the country (commonly a million of dollars per annum) 
to be carried to Bowes and China, to be exchanged for copper cafh, which rifes and 
falls according as the Chova finds it agree with his intereft ; befides, this cafh will be 
defaced in few years, and confequently not current, which grand inconvenience caufes 
confiderable Ioffes to merchants, and figmil prejudice to the public* Thus goes the 
filver out of the country, and no provifion is made againft it, which is very bad 
policy. 

And though the Chova values foreign trade fo little, yet he receives from it, em- 
bar raffed as it is, confiderable annual incomes into his coffers, as taxes, head-money, 
impofilions, cuftoms, &c. But though thefe amount to vaft Turns, yet very little 
remains in the treafury, by reafon of the great army he maintains, together with feveral 
other unneceffary expences. In fine, it is pity fo many conveniences and opportu¬ 
nities to make the kingdom rich and its trade flourifliing fhould be negledied ; for if 
we confider how this kingdom borders on two of the richeft provinces in China, it 
will appear that, with final! difficulty, mod commodities of that vaff empire might be 
drawn hither, and great (lore of Indian and European commodities, efpecially woollen 
manufactures, might be vended them ; nay, would they permit ft rangers the freedom 
of this inland trade, it would be vaftiy advantageous to the kingdom j but the Chova 
(jealous that Europeans fhould difcover too much of his frontiers, by which certainly 
he can receive no injury) has, and will probably in all times to come, impede this im¬ 
portant affair. 

Ihey have no coin but copper cafh, which comes from China as aforefaid. Gold 
and filver they cafl into bars, about fourteen dollars weight, and they are current 
amongft them* 

i 

C HAP. V.— Of the Strength of the Kingdom of Tonquccn. 

i HE kingdom of 1 onqueen might be reckoned very formidable, were the ilreneth 
wholly to confilt m the number of: men ; for the Handing force cannot be lefs than 
one hundred and forty thoufand, all well trained up, and fit to handle their arms after 
their mode ; and they can raife twice that number on occafion : but fince courage in 
the men !s to be likevvife attended to, we cannot efteem them very formidable, being 
of dejefted (pints and bafe difpofmons, and their leaders being for the motf part 
capadoes, and want their manhood. 


The 
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The general may mufter up about eight or ten thoufand horfe, and between three 
or four hundred elephants: his fea force con fills in two hundred and twenty galleys, 
great and fmall, more fit for the river than the fea, and rather for fport and exercile 
Than war. They have but one gun in the prow, which will carry a tour-pound fliot; 
they have no marts, and are forced to do all by rtrength of oars; the men that row 
rtand all expofed to great or fmall fhot, and other engines of war. They have about 
five hundred other boats, called twinquaes, which are good and fwift to fail, but too 
weak for war, being only fewed together with rattans; however, they ferve well 
enough for tranfportation of provifions and foldiers. 

In one of thefe boats I was forced to go to Siam the lart year, with three other gen¬ 
tlemen in company with me, we being left by a Chinefe, in whofe junk we had taken 
a paflage, on an ifie on the wefternmoft part of the bay of Tonqueen, where we were 
forced to this fhift; yet, thanks be to God, we got our paflage in twenty-three days, 
to the admiration of all that knew of it. 

They are likewife provided with guns and cannons of all forts, as alfo calibres, fome 
of them of their own fabric, but the greateft part bought of the Portuguefe, Dutch, 
and Engtifh, and ftored with other ammunition fuitable to their occafions. 

But to return to the condition of the foldiery of Tonqueen : it is a very toilforne 
and laborious fituation, and of little advantage; once a foldier and always a foldier ; 
and hardly one in a thoufand rifeth to preferment, unlefs he be very dextrous in 
handling his weapons, or fo fortunate as to obtain the friendlhip of fome great Man- 
dareen to prefent him to the King. Money may likewife effect fomewhat, but to think 
of advancement by mere valour is a very fruitlefs expectation, fince they rarely find 
occafion to meet an enemy in open field, and fo have no opportunity to improve them- 
felves or difplay their prowefs; not but that fome few have, from mean beginnings, 
mounted to high preferment and great dignity by fome bold achievement; but this 
being extraordinary, is not to be generally reckoned upon. 

Their wars confilt in much noife and great trains; fo they go to Cochin-China, look 
on the walls, rivers, &c.; and if any difeafe or ficknefs happens amongfl their army, 
fo as to carry off fome few of their men, and they come within hearing of the fhouts 
of the enemy, they begin to cry out a cruel and bloody war, and turn head, running, 
re inf eft a, as fart as they can home. This is the game they have played againll Cochin- 
China more than three times, and will do fo in all probability as long as they are com¬ 
manded by thofe emafculated captains called capons. 

They have had amongfl; themfelves civil wars, wherein they contended for fuperi- 
ority; and he that has been the cunningeft has prevailed always againft him that has 
been valiant; but in former days, when they fought againft the Chinefe, they have 
fhowed themfelves bold and courageous, but it was neceflky that forced them to it. 
The general will fometimes take delight in feeing his foldiers exercife, either in his 
arfenal, or with his galleys on the river; and fometimes, when he finds a foldier to 
exceed his companions, it may be he gratifies him with the value of a dollar in calh. 

The foldiers have very fmall pay, not above three dollars in a year, befides rice, 
except thofe of the life guard, who have twice as much; they are free of all taxes, 
and are difperfed among the Mandareens; which Mandareens have certain aldeas 
affigned them, which pay an income to them for the maintenance of the foldiers. 

CafUes, forts, ftrong holds, citadels, &c. they have none, nor do they underftand 
the art of fortification, and make but fmall account of our Ikill therein; though they 
have fo little reafon to depend, like the Lacedemonians, on the bravery of their 
foldiers. 
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CHAP. VI. — Of the Manners of the People of Tonqueen. 

THE people of Tonqueen are rather of a working and turbulent fpirit, though cowards * 
than naturally nxild and peaceable, fince quiet and concord can hardly be maintained 
amongft them, without a heavy hand and feverity; for they have often confpired and 
broke out in open rebellion. True it is, that fuperftition, to which the meaner fort 
are miferably addicted, did further the evil very much, and drove them headlong to 
the precipice, no lefsthan ambition ; but perfons of great note, or mandareens of quality, 
are very feldom found to be embarked in thofe dangerous attempts, and rarely aim 
to make themfelves heads of public factions, which, queltionlefs, proceeds from the 
little credit they give to thofe fictions and fopperies of their blind fortune tellers, who 
delude and miflead the ignorant and fuperllitious vulgar, and from this their confciouf- 
nefs, that their folly and perfidioufnefs will hardly fail to meet with deferved 
deft ruCtion. 

They are not much given to choler, yet are addifted to the far worfe paffions of 
envy and malice, even to an extreme degree. In former rimes they had in great 
elteem the manufactures of ft range countries, but now that paffion is alnioft worn out, 
and only a few Japan gold and filver pieces, and European broad doth remain at 
prefent in requeft with them. They are not curious to vifit other countries, believing 
they can fee none fo good as their own, and give no credit to thofe who have been 
abroad, when they relate what they have feen. 

They are of happy memory and quick apprehenfion, and might prove of eminent 
abilities by good and due inftruCtions. Learning they love, not fo much for its own 
fake, but becaufe it conducts them to public employs and dignities. Their tone in 
reading is much like to finging. Their language is full of monofyllables, and fome- 
times twelve or thirteen fevera! things are meant by one word, and have no other 
diftinction but in the tone, either to pronounce it with a full mouth, heavy accent, 
preffing or retaining^ voice, &c. and therefore it is very difficult for Grangers to attain 
any perfection therein. 

I do not find any difference between the court language and the vulgar, except in 
matter of ceremony and cafes of law, where the China charafters are ufed as the 
Greek and Latin fentences among our learned. 

. Botil tile fexes are w ell proportioned, rather of fmall ftatures and weak conflitu- 
tions, occafioned perhaps by their intemperate eating and immoderate fleeping. 

They are generally of brown complexion, like the Chinefe and Japanefe, but 
the better fort and women of quality are almoft as fair as the Portuguefe and 
Spaniards, 

Their nofes and faces are not fo flat as the Chinefe; their hair black, and if long 
it is reckoned an ornament; both men and women without diftinaion wear it down 
as long as it will grow; but foldiers when they are in their exercifes, and handicraftf- 
men about their trades, put it up under their caps, or tie it in a great roll oil the top 
of their heads. . Both boys and girls, when they are paft fixteen or feventeen years of 
age, black their teeth as the Japanefe do, and let their nails grow as the Chinefe 
the longeft being accounted the fineft, which has place among perfons of quality and 
thofe of wealth only. 1 

Their habit is long robes, very little differing from thofe of China, and not at all 
refembhng the Japan garb, or the pifture in Taverniere’s defcription, where he 
makes them to wear girdles, a mode that thefe people are Grangers to. 


They 
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They are forbidden by an old tradition the wear of hofe and (hoes, except the 
literadoes (literati) and thofethat have taken the degree of Tuncy or doftor; however, 
at prefent the cuftom is not obferved fo ftridly as formerly. 

The condition of the vulgar fort is miferable enough, fince they are impofed on by 
heavy taxes, and undergo fore labour ; for the males at eighteen, and in fame countries 
and provinces twenty years of age, are liable to pay the value of three, four, five, fix, 
and feven dollars per annum, according to the goodnefs and fertility of the lod of their 
aldea or village ; and this money is gathered in two feveral terms, as April and 
Odober, being the harveft of the rice. From this tax are exempted the royal blood, 
the King’s immediate fervants, all public minifters and officers of the kingdom, together 
with the literadoes or learned men, from a Singdo upwards: for the latter are obliged 
to pay half tax all foldiers and military perfons, with a few others that have obtained 
this fredom, either gratis or bought it for money, which exemption is granted only 
for life, and is purchafed of the Chava, or general: yet thofe that defire the continua¬ 
tion of the faid privilege, may have their patent renewed for a moderate fum of money, 
by the fuccceding Prince, who feldom denies to grant them their redemption on Inch 
an account; but merchants, though they live in the city, are rated in the aldeas or 
villages of their anceftors and parents, and are liable befides to the vccquun, or lords 
, fervice of the city, at their own expences, and are obliged to work and drudge them- 
felves, or hire another in their room, to perform what the governor orders, whether 
it be to mend the broken walls, repair the banks and ways of the city, dragging timber 
for the King’s palaces, and other public buildings, &c. 

The handicraftfmen, of what profeffion foever, are bound to this vecquun fix moons 
in the year, and receive nothing, nor dare they demand any thing for their labour in 
all that time ; it depends on their mailers’ (the Mandeereens) direction and bounty, to 
allow them the charges for their very victuals ; the other half year they are allowed 
to make ufe of for themfelves and family, and it mull be fuppofed to be hard enough 
with them, efpecially if they are burdened with many children. 

As for the poor aldeans, who in habit barren foils, and therefore are unable to pay 
their taxes in rice or money, they are employed to cut grafs for the General’s elephants 
and horfes; and though their ftalions and villages be often very remote from the place 
where they fetch the grafs, they are obliged to bring it by turns the whole year on 
their own expences to the city. 

By what is faid, it appears with what politic maxims this Prince keeps his fubje&s 
poor and needy ; and, in truth, it feems to be neceffary enough j for if their proud 
turbulent fpirits were not kept in the bounds of their duty and allegiance with a Itrong 
rein, they would often forget themfelves: however, every one enjoys what he gets 
by his own induftry, and may leave his eftate to his heirs and fuceeffors; always 
provided, that the rumour of his wealth founds not fo loud as to charm the Gene¬ 
ral’s ear. 

The eldeft fon’s portion is much larger than the reft of the children of the deceafed : 
the daughters have fome fmall matter allowed them, yet can claim but little by law, if 
there be an heir male. 

And as the Tonqueenefe are ambitious of many dependants and opulent kindred, 
lo they have a cuftom among them to adopt one another, both fexes indifferently, to 
be their children, and of their family $ and thofe fo adopted are obliged to the lame 
duty as their own children, viz. 

At feftival times to fombey and prefent them; to be ready on every occafion in 
their fervice5 to bring them the firft fruits of the feafon, and the new rice at harveft; 
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to contribute to the facrifice made to fome of the family, as the mother, brother, 
wife, &c. or near relations of the patroun, that are dead, or fhall die. To thefe and 
feveral other expences, they are obliged feveral times in the year, at their own cofl:; 
and as this is the obligation" of the adopted, fo the patroun takes care to advance or 
promote them, according as occafion and their power will admit, defending and pro- 
tefting them as their own children ; and when the patroun dies, they have a legacy 
almoft equal to the youngeft children ; and they mourn for the patroun as for their 
father and mother, though they be both alive. 

The manner of adopting is thus : he that intends to be adopted, fends to acquaint 
the perfon of whom the requeits that favour with his intention, who, if content there¬ 
with, returns a fatisaftory anfwer ; upon which the fuppliant comes and preients 
himfelf before him, with a hog and two jars of arrack, w'hich the patroun receives of 
the party, who having made four forabeys, and given fatisfaftory anfwers to fome 
questions, he is adopted. 

Strangers who refide here, or ufe the trade, have often taken this courfe, to free 
themfelves from thoie vexations and extortions which they ufually meet with from fome 
Infolent courtiers. I myfeif was adopted by a Prince, who then was prefumptive and 
now heir apparent to the general, and had his choap or chop, which is his feal. I 
always gave him prefents at my arrival from a voyage, which chiefly confided in 
foreign curiolities. This Prince, though he be of a generous noble mind, and had an 
extraordinary kindnefs for me, yet I was not the better for him in my troubles ; for 
on the deceafe of his grandfather, it pleafed God to vifit him, in the height of his 
profperity, with madneis, which was the overthrow of my bufmefs, by incapacitating 
him to protect me in my greateft trouble and neceffity, but lately I uiiderftand he is 
recovered again. 

The aldeans, or villagers, for the moll part are Ample people, and fubject to be 
milled by their over much credulity and fuperftition. The character that is given 
of fome other nations is applicable enough to them, that is, they are either extraordinary 
good, or extreme bad. 

It is a great miftake, that the people of Tonqueen live out of pleafure or choice 
in their boats upon the rivers, when mere neceffity and indigence drives them to that 
courfe of life; for to run front port to port, and front one village to another with 
wife and children, to look out for a livelihood, in a fntall boat, cannot be very pleafant, 
although they do not know here what a crocodile means. 

The largeft of the Tonqueenefe rivers has, as 1 faid before, its fource in China, 
and the great rains there in the months of March, April and May, caufe the waters 
to defeend here with that incredible rapidity ([this country being without comparifon 
lower than China) as threatens banks and dams with deftruction; fometimes the waters 
will rife fo fait, and fwell to that degree, as to over top molt barricadoes, all human 
induftry notwithftanding, drowning thereby whole provinces, which caufes lamentable 
diforders,, and great Ioffes both of men and beafts. 

CHAP. VII..— Of the Marriages of the Tonqueenefe. 

THE Tonqueenefe cannot marry without the confent of their father and mother, 
or of the neareft kindred. When a young man comes to the age of fixteen, eighteen 
or twenty, his father and mother being refolved to get him a wife, make their applies 
tion to the parents of the party they defign for him, carrying with them an hundred 
dreffed beetles in a decent box, one jar of arrack, or ftrong liquor, and a live hog j 
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under Favour of fuch a prefent only this is to be propofed. The friends of the maid 
feeing the vifitants thus prepared, and knowing by the cuftom ol the country whereto it 
tends" give fitting anfwers to the queftion in hand, according to their inclinations; for if 
thev are unwilling it fliould be a match, they find their fubterfuges and excufes, by 
pretending their daughter’s youth, and inability to take upon her the burthen of a 
houfehold!; and that, however, they will confider of the matter further hereafter, 
and the like compliments; wherewith they and their prefents are fent back again. 

‘ Bllt f n cafe they are content to beftow their daughter on the young man, the prefent 
is readily accepted of, with expreflions of their approbation of the bufmefs; and then 
immediately, without any other formality, they confiilt and agree about the moft 
aufpicious time, in which they are guided by their blind fuperftition, for the folemni- 
zation of the wedding. In the meantime the parents of the bridegroom fend often 
prefents of viauals to the bride, and vifit her now and then, yet the young people 
are not permitted fo much as to fpeak to each other. 

At the prefixed time the wedding is kept with a feaft, agreeable to the condition and 
abilities of the parents of the young couple, which doth not laft above a day. The 
ceremony of their marriage is barely this : in the afternoon of the day that precedes 
the wedding, the bridegroom comes to the bride, and brings with him, according to 
his quality, either, gold, filver, or a quantity of cafli, the more the greater honour, 
and victuals prepared, all which he leaves there, and retires to his own home. The 
next morning being the wedding day, the bride is dreffed in her fineft robes, with 
bracelets of gold pendants, &c.; her parents’ acquaintance and fervants are ready to 
conduft and wait on her to the bridegroom’s, whither fhe goes about ten o’clock in the 
forenoon, with all this train attending her, whilft all her moveables, houfehold fluff, 
and whatever elfe her father and mother give for her portion, together with what foe 
had of the bridegroom, is carried in great ftate, and for a more glorious fhew, it paffes 
in a long field before her and the whole company, all which enter the bridgeroom’s 
houfe, who receives her and them with kindnefs and courtefy, after their mode, and 
prefents them with victuals prepared for the purpofe, whilft niufic and other expref- 
fions of joy are not neglefted: and this is the whole folemnity of the wedding, 
without any farther formalities of either magiftrate or prieft, as our author talks. , 

Polygamy is here tolerated j however, that woman whofe parents are of the greateft 
quality is chief amongft them, and has the title of wife. 

Rapes, and the like, are not known, much lefs praftifed in this country. The 
law of the land permits a man to divorce his wife, but the woman has not the fame 
privilege, and can hardly obtain a reparation, againft the good liking of the hulband, 
unlefs the be of a family that is able to compel him to it, by mere authority. When, 
the hulband defigns to repudiate his wife, he gives her a note, declaring under his 
hand and feal that he has no more pretenfiorfe to her perfon, and that flie is free to 
difpofe of herfelf as flie finds occafion, which liberty capacitates her to marry another ; 
neither would any perfon dare to pretend to her, without being certain of the faid 
note, for fear of her former hulband, who in that cafe can claim her again, and 
thereby embroil fuch a one in the labyrinths of the law, and recover a good fum of 
money from him. 

The woman fo repudiated, when flie departs from her hulband, may take along 
with her the fame quantity of gold, filver, cafli, &c. as he brought to her houfe at 
the time of his efpoufing her. The children born during the time of their mutual 
cohabitation the hulband keeps; but their Mnndareens feldom, and only on urgent 
occafions or for capital offences, will deal thus fcverely with their wives, yet their 
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concubines are thus ferved on, every light occafion, when the humour takes them to 
jnake an exchange, or that they are fatiated with their perfons. Among the meaner 
fort, when a man and his wife difagree, and mutually defire a feparation, they are 
divorced in the prefence of fome fmall judge and public officers, by mutual difcharges 
in writing; but the village hulband, that cannot write nor read, breaks a copper cafli, 
(this country money) or a ftick, in the prefence of his wife, as a teltimony of his re¬ 
solution to difmifs her j the one of the half he keeps himfelf, the other he gives to 
her, which file carries to the heads and elders of the aldea, or village, requefting them 
to bear witnefs her hufband had discharged her of her duty to be any longer his 
wife, and that he has nothing more to pretend to her for ever; fo fhe may either 
keep or throw away the piece of cafli, or ftick, and marry again as foon as flie 
pleafes. 

As for adultery, if a man of quality furprifes his wife in the fa&, he may freely, if 
he pleafes, kill her and her paramour with his own hands ; otherwife the woman is fent 
to be trampled to death by an elephant; the adulterer is delivered to the juftice, who 
proceeds with him to execution without any farther delay. But with the meaner fort 
of people it is not fo ; they muft go to law, where the offenders will have fevere pu- 
nifhmenl inflifted on them, if they are proved guilty of the crime. 

The ftory that M.Taverniere relates to have happened whilft his brother was at 
Tonqueen, is not at all agreeable to the cuftoms of this people, or congruous with 
their difpofitions ; wherefore, in all probability, it is only a fiction. 

CHAP. VIII .—Of the Vijiis and Pajlimes of the Tonqueens. 

THEIR vilits are generally made in the afternoon. It is uncivil to come to any 
great man’s houfe before dinner, unlefs neceflitated by urgent bufinefs, or exprefsly 
invited, becaufe they then have the Ieaft time to fpare ; for in the morning very early 
they go to court to attend the general, which attendance takes them up till eight 
o’clock; when they come home, they employ themfelves awhile in ordering their do- 
meftic concerns among their fervants, if more important ftate affairs will permit it; 
the little fpace that remains between that and dinner is referved for their retirement 
and repofe. 

The Princes, or great Mandareens, ride either on elephants, or are carried in a hang- 
mack, and followed by mod their fervants, foldiers, dependants, &c. that are not 
otherwife occupied in fuch a feafon, which is more or lefs numerous, according to 
the degree of the perfon’s dignity; thofe of leffer rank ride on horfeback, and are 
followed by as many as they are able to maintain, without limitation, which ufually is 
not above ten perfons, but to be fure all that can muft go, for they are very ambitious 
of many attendants. 

If he that gives the vifit is of greater quality than the perfon vilited, he dares not 
to offer him any thing of meat or drink, no not fo much as a beetle, unlefs he calls 
for it. Their water and beetle is always carried with them by their fervants. 

In difcourfmg with them, efpecially if the perfon be of authority, care muft be 
had not to move any mournful fubjefl, either diredUy or indireftly ; but things that 
are pleafant, in commendation of them, are beft approved. But that which is moft 
intolerable in thefe lords is, that they permit the men of their train (a rude brutilh 
gang) to enter with them into the moft private apartments of other people’s houfes, 
efpecially when they come to vifit Europeans, where they behave themfelves very 
apiffily, and commit many abfurdities and impertinencies in their talk and jeftings; 
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and moreover often Heal whatever they can lay hold on ; in all which their ftupified 
mailers rather take delight, than check them, for their faucinefs and mifdemeanors. 
JBut if they are invited by their fuperiors or equals, then they entertain them as they 
find occafion, either with tea or meat, &c. not omitting beetle, which is always the 
firlt and lalt part of the regale. The boxes wherein the beetle is prefented, are 
generally plain lacquered, either black, red, or fome grave colour; yet the gentry, 
and the Princes and PrincelTes of the royal blood, have them in mafiy gold. Giver, 
tortoife Ihell, or inlaid with mother of pearl$ the painted and gaudy ones are only 
ufed at their facrifices in their pagodas. But fuch rich boxes as M. Taverniere avers 
to have feen, to have the value of four and five hundred thoufand livres, at the Great 
Mogul’s court, were certainly no Tonqueen ones ; for diamonds, rubies, emeralds and 
other jewels do not grow in this country, neither are they in requell among the na¬ 
tives ; nor could that have been brought thither by any Tonqueen ambaflador, fince 
the Kings fend none thither, nor is there the leall commerce between the two na¬ 
tions. 

They feldom vifit lick perfons, and they hardly care to admit any but their kindred 
and relations to put them in mind of death, how defperate foever their Hate may be, 
and the leall admonition to fettle their affairs and concerns would be a heinous crime 
and unpardonable offence; fo that thofe that die make no will, which defeat often 
creates vexatious lawfuits among the kindred, if the deceafed leaves no children behind 
him, even to the ruin of their own eltates, and the lofs of what they contend for. 

In the halls of great men’s houfes are feveral alcoves, where they fit crofs-Iegged 
upon mats, according to their degree, the higher the more honorable j and thefe feats 
are all covered with mats, anfwerable in finenefs to their ftations, except in time of 
mourning, when they are obliged to ufe courfe ones. As for carpets they have none, 
neither can they afford them ; wherefore I wonder at our author’s laying, that the mats 
are as dear as a fine carpet, which at the cheapell colls from thirty to fifty rupees and 
upwards in Perfia and Surat $ whereas the bell and finell mat may be bought here for 
the value of three or four ihillings at the moll; neither do I believe any European, 
befides himfelf, has ever feen a Tonqueen mat nine ells fquare, and as foft as velvet: 
however, this is like the reft of his fables. As for culhions, thefe people ufe none, 
either to fit or lie on j but they have a kind of bolller made of reeds or mats, to fleep 
or lean on. ' 

As for their victuals they are curious enough therein, though their diet does not 
generally pleafe Grangers. The common fort mull be content with green trade, rice, 
and fait filh, or the like; the great lords may if they pleafe feed themfelves with the 
bell in the land. 

I can make no comparifon for neatnefs between the Europeans and them, in their 
houfes, wherein they have but little or no furniture more than ufual in the meanelt 
cots, fomedmes tables and benches, feldom chairs. They ufe neither table cloths nor 
napkins, nor do they want them, fince they do not touch their meat with their fingers, 
but ufe two Hicks, as the Chinefe and Japanefe do. All their victuals are ferved in 
little plates and dilhes, not made of wood, and then lacquered and varailhed over, 
as M. Taverniere affirms, but of China and Japan wares, which are in efleem here. 
Perfons of quality or condition ufe a kind of formality and decency at their fealls j 
but as for the reft, as foon as they are at the bandeles, which are ftnall lacquered 
tables, they do not fo much as mind any difcourfes j and this not out of good manners 
or reverence to the aged and grave perfons, but a greedy defire to fill their guts. 
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they being generally great eaters and true epicures; alfo they may be afraid to lofe 
their fhare by prating, whilft others make all the filent hafte they can to empty the 
platters and dirties. I have often feen the followers and attendants of Manda' eens at 
the like fport; and ufed to admire their eating both for quantity and greedinefs, in 
which I believe no nation under the cope of heaven can match them. 

As for drinking, though the clowns and meaner fort feldom fall under the excefs 
and debauchery of ftrong drink, yet amongft the courtiers and foldiers drunkennefs 
is no vice. A fellow that can drink fmartly is a brave blade. It is no cuflom of 
theirs to walh their hands when they go to table, only they rince their mouths, be- 
caufe of the beetle; yet after meals, they often walh both j and having cleanfed their 
teeth with a piece of bamboo, prepared for the purpofe, they eat beetle. At a friend’s 
houfe the entertained may freely, if he pleafe, call for more boiled rice, or any thing 
elfe, if he is not fatisfied, which the hoft takes very kindly. They do not aik one an¬ 
other how they do, but compliment them with a “ Where have you been thus long ?” 
and “ What have you done all this while ?” And if they know or perceive by their 
countenance that they have been lick or indifpofed, then they afle “How many 
cups of rice they eat at a meal ?” (for they make three in a day, befides a collation 
in the afternoon, amongft the rich and wealthy), and “ Whether he eats with an appe¬ 
tite or no ?” 

Of all the paftimes of the Tonqueenefe, they affect moft their balls, ballads- and 
ringing, which are for the moft part a&ed in the night and laft till morning, and are 
what M. Tavemiere calls comedies; a very improper name, and refembling them 
in no refped ; much lefs are they fet out with beautiful decorations and machines, as 
he fays, very pleafing to behold; and they are as fkilful to reprefent fea and river 
water, and marine combats thereon, as they are able to deferibe the fight in 1588, 
between the Englifh and the Spaniards $ neither have they in the city any theatres to 
a£t upon, but every Mandareen’s hall, and the yards of other houfes, muff ferve in 
turn : yet in their aldeas they have finging houfes, erefted at the expence of three, 
four, or more aldeas, or villages; and in this they celebrate their feftival times, finging 
and banquetting after their inode. The aftors of one houfe are fometimes three, 
four or five perfons; their fees are no more than a thoufand cafli, to the value of 
about a dollar, for a whole night’s labourbut the liberal fpeftators give them 
prefents, as often as they perforin any thing dexteroufly. They are ufually habited 
in country taft'eties, palong, fatin, and the like. They have but few fongs, and not 
above five different tunes, and thofe compofed moft in praife of their Kings and ge¬ 
nerals, interfperfed with amorous interjections and poetical elegance. The women 
only dance, and file that dances mult fing too, and will be between whiles inter¬ 
rupted by a man that plays the part of a jefter, who is generally the wittleft niimick 
they can find, and luch a one^ as is able to make the company laugh at his inventions 
and poflures, i heir mufical inftruments are drums, copper bafons, hautboys, guit* 
tais, with two or three forts of violins, &c. Befides this, they have another kind of 
dancing, with a bafon filled or piled up with final! lamps lighted, which a woman fets 
on her head, and then dances, turning, winding, and bowing her body in feveral 
fhapes and figures, with great celerity, without fpilling a drop of oil in the lamps to 
the admiration of the fpeftators; this aft will laft about half an hour. 

^raceMlyS on ro P es ^eir women are alfo expert at, and fome will perform it very 

Cock-fighting is a mighty game amongft them, fo that it is become a princely 
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fport, and much in falhion with courtiers. They lofe much that hiy again ft the ge¬ 
neral, for right or wrong he tnuft and will win, whereby he impoverties his grandees, 
fo that they are not able to undertake any thing. 

They delight much in hilling, and have the convenience of many rivers, and infinite 
ponds. 

As for hunting, there is fcarce a wood or foreft proper for this exercife, in all the 
country, neither are they expert in that fport. 

But their grand paftime is their new-year's feaft, which commonly happens about 
the 25th of January, and is kept by fome thirty days ; for then, befides dancing and 
the recreations aforefaid, all their other forts of games, as playing at football, fwing- 
ing on an engine erefted of bamboos, at molt corners of the ftreets, tricks of bodily 
activity, and a kind of hocus-pocus, are brought on the ftage, to encreafe merriment; 
neither are they behind-hand to prepare their feafts and banquets plentiful and large, 
ft riving to outdo each other therein, for the fpace of three or four days, according to 
their ability ; and as this is indeed the time to gormandize and debauch to excefs, fo 
he is accounted the moll miferable wretch that doth not provide to welcome his friends 
and acquaintances, though by fo doing he is certain to beg the reft of that year for 
his livelihood. 

The firft day of the year the ordinary fort do not ftir abroad, unlefs they are de¬ 
pendants of fome lords, but keep themfelves clofe Ihut up in their houfes, admitting 
none but their neareft relations and domeftics; to others they would deny, on that 
day, a draught of water, or a coal for fire, and be very angry too at any one’s 
making fuch a requeft, fuperftitioully believing its confequence would be to fubjeft 
them to infallible malediction; and that if they Ihould give any thing that day, it 
would be their bad deftiny to give continually, and beggar themfelves thereby at laft. 
Their reafon for not ftirring abroad proceeds from the fame caufe, which is, fear to 
encounter with fome ominous thing or other that might prefage evil to them chat day 
which would make them unfortunate all the year; for they obferve fuperftitioufly 
many frivolous niceties, as good and bad luck. But the fecond day of the new year 
they go to vifit each other, and acquit themfelves of their duty and obligations to their 
fuperiors, to fombey them j as likewife do their foldiers and fervants to them. But 
the mandareens go the firft day to the King and general, of which they are as careful 
obfervers as the others are fliarp and precife exaflors of this attendance. 

Some reckon their new year from the 25th of their laft moon, but very impro¬ 
perly ; their ground for it is, becaufe the fup unu, implying as much as the great feal 
reverfed, is then put into a box, with the face downward, for a whole month’s time, 
and in that interval the law is, as it were, laid afleep, and no afts whatfoever pafs under 
the faid feal; all courts of judicature are fhut up ; debtors cannot be feized on ; fmall 
crimes, as petty larceny, fighting, beating one another, &c., elcape with impunity; 
only treafon and murder the governors of the city and province take account of, ard 
keep the malefactors prifoners till the grand feal comes to be aftive again, to bring 
them to their trial, &c. But their new year more properly begins at the firft of their 
new moon, which falls out ufually about our 25th of January as aforefaid, and lafts, 
according to the China cuftotn, one whole month. 

By what is related it appears how excefllvely our author has hyperbolized on thefe 
patfages, efpecially where he commends the Tonqueenefe for laborious and induftrious 
people, prudently employing their time to the moft advantage, which in fome degree 
may be granted in the women, but the inen are fo lazy and idle generally, that were 
vol. ix. 4 R they 
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they not, by mere neceffity, compelled to work, I verily believe they would be glad 
to fpend their time only in eating and deeping; For many will furfeit themfelves by 
overgorging their ftomachs, feeding as if they were born only to eat, and not to eat 
for the nipport of life chiefly. 

It is alfo a miftake to fay the Tonqueenefe deem it a difgrace to have their heads un¬ 
covered ; for when an. inferior comes to a mandareen, either upon bufinefs or fome 
errand from a mandareen, he has always his black gown and cap on, and the man¬ 
dareen receives him bare ; but if the meffenger comes with an order from the King, 
verbal or in writing, then they dare not hear the meiTage, or perufe the note, without 
putting on their gown and cap. Of this more will be faid when I come to l'peak of the 
court of Tonqueen. 

As to criminals, they are fliaved as foon as they are condemned to die, becauie they 
may be known and apprehended if they fhould chance to outrun their keepers, which 
is a different thing from being uncovered, which M. Taventiere talks of. So likewife 
to nail malefactors on erodes, or to difmembsr them by four final! galleys that row 
feveral ways, are torments unheard of in this country. 

CHAP. IK. — Of the learned Men of Tonqucpn. 

THE Tonqueenefe have a great inclination for learning, becaufe it is the only 
ftep to acquire dignity and preferments, which cncourageth them to a ftudious and 
diligent application to learning, which is often attended with good or ill fuccefs, as in 
ether countries, according to their feveral talents, and as they are endued with viva¬ 
city, fpirit, and more efpecrally as they are furnifhed with a good or bad memory, 
which is the chief requifite for muftering that fort of learning w hich is in repute in this 
country, which, confiding mofily in hieroglyphic characters, whereof they have as 
many as words or things, requires a very retentive memory. Hence it is that fome 
fcholars are fit to take degrees upon them after twelve or fifteen year’s ftudy, others 
in twenty-five or thirty, many not in their life-time 1 . 

They may, as foon as they think themfelves able or capable, adventure their trial, 
without either obligation to continue longer a fcholar or limitation of years. Nor have 
they any public fchools, but every one chufes fuch a preceptor for his children as he 
fancies at his own colt. 

Their learning confids not in the knowledge of languages, as among us in Europe, 
much lefs are they acquainted with our philofophy; but they have one Confucius, a 
Chinefe (or, as the people call him, Congtu), the founder of them arts and fciences, 
which are the fame with thofe of the Chinefe. This man compofed himfelf but one 
book, but he compiled four others from the works of the ancient Chinefe philofophers, 
containing moral and political precepts, with their rites and facrifices, &c. Moreover, 
his difciples have, out of his works, extracted divers rules, fentences, and firm lies fit 
for the date in general, and every perfon in particular; all which is collected into 
one volume, divided into four parts, and entitled The Four Books, which, with the 
five before mentioned, make nine books, and are the ancienteft they have, and of 
that reputation, that they will admit no contradiction whatfoever againft them; and 
thefe are the foie foundation of the learning not only of the Chinefe and this nation, 
but alfo of the Japanefe, fome fmall differences excepted. 

The faid books comprehend likewife the greated part of their hieroglyphics] cha¬ 
racters, the multitude of which none can ealily affirm, yet they reckon ninety or a 
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b undreu thcufand, becaufe their learned have a way of compounding and connecting 
them to fhrink that number; and as it is not necellary for the vulgar fort to know lb 
many, fo very few do, and twelve or fourteen ilioufand is fufficieiit lor ulual writing. 

They are wholly ignorant of natural philofophy, and not more Hulled in mathe¬ 
matics and aftronomy : theii 1 poetry l clo no under Hand, and their mufic 1 do^ not find 
very delightful and harmonious; and I cannot but wonder by what faculty hi. laver- 
nierehas difcovered them to be the moll excellent of all the oriental people in that art. 

Having thus confufedly mentioned a word or two in general of their, learning, I 
return to the fcholars. They muft, in the acquifition of employ and dignity (I do not 
fay nobility, for the cuftom is here, that all the honours die with the perfon, and 
defcend not to his pofterity), pafs through three degrees: the fir ft, of a fingdo, fome- 
thing like the bachelors in Europe; the fecond a hung-gpng, reiemblrpg our licen¬ 
tiates ; the third degree is a tuncy, equal to the degree of doctor with us. 

Out of thefe doftors they chute the ableft and eleft him trungiveen, which is as 
much as to fay, a prefident, or profefTor of learning. 

And indeed the election of thefe literadoes is managed with the moft commendable 
policy and juftice that I know of among them; for whereas, in all other things, they 
are fvvayed by corruption, partiality, or private paffions, in the diftribution of thefe 
degrees they refpect fingularly the def'erts of perfons, fines no man can obtain any of 
them, unlefs he is found worthy thereof, by a ftriS: and molt exact examination. 

The order and method obferved in the promotion of fingdos, or bachelors, is this: 
once in three years it is cuftomary for the King and general to nominate two or three 
tuncies, with fume wene quan, or juftice of peace, who has the degree of hung-cong, 
to be examiners of the defigned academy in that province where the election is to be 
made (for in this they proceed from one province to another by turns), whither they 
repair immediately on receiving their commiffion. Great care is taken that none 
fpeak with thofe to be examined on the way, or receive any bribes of them. Being 
arrived, they take up their lodgings in homes built of bamboos and ftraw, encom- 
paffed with a wall of the fame materials, leaving a fpacious empty place in the midft 
thereof for a theatre. The tuncies are prefently feparated from the wene quan and 
the reft in diftinct apartments, and are not to fpeak one with the other during their 
■functions, flriCt guards being kept at the feveral doors, and all comers in or out are 
Searched for papers, writings, &c. If any is found to have tranfgreffed herein he is 
rigoroufly pimifhed and lofes his dignity. 

In the morning of the day preferibed for the commencing of the Gild examination, 
all the ftudents refort to this place, where they find an officer, who exhibits to them 
five fliort fentences, written in capital letters, whereof every one, as many as there 
are, may take copies; which being done, they are all fcarchod for papers or other 
writings, and then placed on the bare ground of the yard aforementioned, at good 
and equal diftance, and many watches are fet, that none comes to fpeak with them. 

Thus they fit to write-their themes, which they muft finifh before evening; neither 
triuft the faid anfwer contain more than twenty-four fides of paper; and as every one 
brings in his, he fattens to it, on a particular fheet, his name, the names of his parents 
and village, which the tuncies tear off, and mark the anfwer and paper of names with 
the fame number, which are put up feverally, according to their provinces and 
nldeas. 

All the papers being thus ferved, the tuncies fend them to the wine quan (the names 
of their authors being kept into cuftody of another officer) to be examined, who throws 
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out a]I the bad, and fends the good ones to the tuncies again# They, upon a ftrid: 
review, put out a great many more, fo that fometimes of four or five thoufand pre¬ 
tenders, only one thoufand are approved of the fir ft time; the fecond, perhaps, no 
more than five hundred ; and, on the laft proof, only three hundred are to be gra¬ 
duated bachelors- Such as have behaved themfelves well in the fir ft trial their names 
come out in public within eight or ten days after, to be prepared for the fecond exa¬ 
mination * and thofe whofe names are thus thrown out need not flay, for they cannot 
be admitted that fcffions any more* In the fame manner they continue the fecond and* 
third trial, only their talk at the fecond trial is but of three fentences, and the anfwer 
twelve fides ; the laft of two fentences, and its reply eight fides, but more difficult 
than the former* "Whofoever paffes thefe trials is declared bachelor, and has his 
name regiftered among thofe of the fame rank in the book of ftate, and from that 
time they pay but half the taxes which they were rated at before, and likewife enjoy 
fome other petty immunities* 

Now follows their manner of eledling the hung-congs, or licentiates: thefe are 
felefted out of the bachelors, more or lefs, as the King pleafes to order; they are 
examined by the fame officers, and created alternately in the place aforefaid where the 
bachelors were* If they can overcome but one proof more, which is the fourth, in¬ 
cluding the three preceding of the fangdoes, or bachelors, they become licentiates* 
The formality ufed in this proceeding is in a manner the fame with the former, only 
they and their examiners are ft ill more feverely watched, and they are not permitted 
to fee or fpeak with any of the competitors; they are feparated and diftaut enough 
from each other when they write their meditations, &c*: and all thofe hung-congs of 
former creation mu ft leave, at that time, the province where the fchool is held, by 
repairing to the capital city, and abide there till the end of the a£t; many fpies are fet 
over them, and they are numbered every day. The like care is recommended to the 
governors of the other provinces about the faid hung-congs during the folemnity, to 
prevent frauds and deceits in that behalf. 

Lhe examiners propound three fentences out of their book of theirprince of philo- 
fop hers, Confucius, and four more out of the volumes of his difciples; the arguments 
.of fo many orations, which the candidate is to anfwer with fo many themes in writing, 
which is to be in an elegant and fententious ftyle, and adorned with the belt of their 
rhetoric, the more concife the better. 

T. he examiners then rejeffc the worft and prefent the beft, who are to proceed to the 
tuncies, or chief examiners, and they chufe thofe that are to be admitted graduates, 
and expofe their names with much ceremony* The privileges and immunities of the 
licentiates are far greater than the bachelors; befides, they have the honour to be 
prefented to the King, who gives to each of them one thoufand fmail pieces of coin, 
about the value of a dollar in money, and a piece of black calico for a gown, worth 
about three dollars more. 

The laft, or third degree, called tuncy, anfwerable to our doctors, is conferred 
every fourth year, at the capital city or court of the kingdom, in a particular palace, 
with marble gates, formerly the beft in the country, but now, through age, much 
decayed. The choiceft and learnedeft of the hung-congs, or licentiates, are only ad¬ 
mitted to this trial: of many competitors few are fuccefsfuL Their examiners are the 
King himfelf, the Princes, and moft eminent doctors of the realm, with other 
principal magifhates. This trial is in moft circumftances like the two former, except 
in the queftions propounded, which are both of greater number, and more intricate, 
grave, and fpecious, being commonly the moft difficult part of tlieir ethics, politics. 
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and civil law, and fomethlng of poetry and rhetoric, all which they are to expound 
and refolve in writing, at four feveral times, in the fpace of twenty days, and he that 
doth it is admitted doctor. This is no eafy talk, confidering*what a burthen it is to 
the memory to retain all the characters of the four laft of the nine books of Confucius, 
which neceflarily they mult have, word for word, by heart, to acquit themfelves well 
therein. 

They write their themes and meditations on the exhibited fentences in a clofe cage, 
made of bamboos, for that purpofe, and covered with calico, wherein they fit from 
the morning to night, being fearched, that they have nothing about them but pen, 
ink, and clean paper; and to watch them the narrower, two doftors, or tuncies fit at 
a good diftance from them under umbrellas. Thus they are ferved at four diftinct 
times, before they are made tuncies, or doctors. The King and general honour this- 
folemnity with their prefence the two fir ft days, as the moll important, and leave the 
compleating thereof to the minifters. Thofe thus graduated are congratulated by 
their friends, applauded by the fpectators, and honoured by their brother doctors 
with many complimental expreffions j the King prefents each of them with a bar of 
filver, of the value of fourteen dollars, and a piece of filk, befides the revenue of 
fome atdeas, or villages, for their maintenance, which is more or lefs, according to 
favour or defert, and they are feafted at the public expence of their aldeas for fome 
time. Out of thefe the principal magiftrates of the kingdom are chofen, and they are 
fent ambafiadors to China, and are permitted to wear Chinefe boots and caps, with 
their proper veil. 

The rejeCled licentiates may, if they pleafe, continue their ftudy, and try fortune 
again j if not, they are capable of fome magistracy in the country, as juftice of peace, 
head of an atdea, &c. 

The bachelors have the fame privilege j and thofe that are unwilling to make any 
further progrefs in learning may find likewife employment, if they have money, among 
the governors of the provinces, in the courts of juftice, or as clerks, ftewards, fecre- 
taries, or foh'citors to the mandareens; and, in all this, an eloquent tongue is not fo 
requifite as a good pen. 

Such fire-works as M. Taverniere mentions thefe people to be exquifite in the 
making of, I have met none all the time I frequented this country, nor any other forts, 
unlefs it be Iquibs, or the like. And as for thofe machines, or change of fcenes, in 
every aCt of their comedy, they may be long enough fought after, but will never be 
found here, wherever he law them. 

In aftrology, geometry, and other mathematical fciences, they are but little drilled, 
but they underftand arithmetic reafonably well; their ethics are confufedly delivered, 
not digefted into formal method, as is their logic. 

CHAP. X. — Of the Pbvficians and Difeajes of the Tonqueenefe* 

EVERY one that pleafes may be a phyfician at Tonqueen, and indeed every one 
almoft is his own doctor, whereby this noble feience is become the public practice of 
the very dregs of the nation, to the difgrace of the public in tolerating it* 

Their principal ftudy in thisfcience conftfts only of the examination of fome Chinefe 
books, that direct them how to boil and compound their roots, herbs, and fimples, 
with fome obfcure notions of their ieveral qualities, nature, and virtue, but generally 
fo confided, that they know little or nothing until they add thereto their own expe¬ 
rience* I hey underftand hardly any thing of anatomy* or the nature and compofitioa 
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of men's bodies, with the divifions of the feveral parts thereof, which might lead to all 
to form a judgment of the difeafes incident to the human fyflem, but attribute them 
the blood, as the principal caule of all the diforders that befal the body, and there¬ 
fore confider no further the conftitution or temper in the application of their reme¬ 
dies; and with them it is enough to fucceed well in three or four cures, though by 
mere chance (for they are hardly ever able to give a reafon for what they do), to get 
the reputation of an excellent medicus, which oftentimes, as it encreafes their prac¬ 
tice, ib gives them a greater power to kill their fellow creatures* Their patients are 
generally very impatient under the hands of their doctors, who, if he doth not afford 
them prefent eafe and fpeedy cure, they fend for other help, and fa often go from 
bad to worfe, till they are either well or killed, for want of patience on one fide, and 
judgment on the other. 

Tliefe people generally, on vifiting a patient, feel the pulfe in two places, and that 
upon the wrift, as the Europeans ; but they mud be the Chinefe phyficians whom 
M. Taverniere extols for their (kill in the pulfe ; and I own that fome of that nation 
excel in it, but the far greater number are mere pretenders to this art, and affeft to 
amuie the patient by o dentations conjectures and conceited and confuted notions, to 
infpire a belief of their fkill in difeovering thereby the caufe of difeafes, and fo gull 
the credulous patients of their money, and oftentimes their health to boot. 

Theie people have no apothecary among them ; every one that profefles the art of 
phyfic prepares the dofe himfelf, which confifts, as I mentioned, in the compofition 
of herbs and roots boiled in water* 

The peftilence, gravel, and the gout are hardly known in thefe countries : fevers, 
agues, dy ferneries, the jaundice, fmall-pox, &c. reign here mo ft, to all which they 
adminifter the find drugs for remedies, fometirnes with defrred fuccefs, wherein more 
is to be aferibed to the patient's own cure, fparing diet and abftinence (in which they 
are moft lingular, occafioned perhaps by their more than common fear of death), than 
the-(kill and judgment of the phyficians. 

"Ihe grandees drink the herb tea of China and Japan, but it is not much admired ; 
they u!e moft their native tea, called by them chia-bang, the leaf of a certain tree, 
ami ehiaway, the buds and flowers of another certain tree, which, after they are dried 
and roafted, they boil and drink, the liquor hot; the laft is of a good pi enfant tafte* 
iBcfides thefe two forts they have many other forts ol liquor, made of beans, roots, 

I need not here deferibe the quality and virtue of the China and Japan tea, fince 
they are fo well known in England, and moft other parts of Europe j only I will note 
how grofsly M. laverniere was miftaken to prefer the Japan tea before that of China, 
when, in the choice of them, there is above 30 per cent, difference. 

Phlebotomy, or blood-letting, is rarely praciifed amongft this people, and when 
they do it, it is not after our way, in the ann, and with a lancet, but on the forehead, 
and with the bone of a filli tied to a fmall flick, in form like the horle-fleams in 
England; which Inflrument is applied to the vein of the forehead, then they give 
> hereon a fillip widi a finger, and the blood guflies out. Their grand remedy is fire 
hi moft eiftempers, which is ufed as they fee caufe, not regarding therein either the 
tune oi the a ay or night preeifely. I he matter wherewith they burn is the leal of a tree, 
well oiled, and theft beaten in a mortar until it grows alinoft like to our beaten hemp, 
and this they take and fix on every place to be burnt (for they do it in many places ar 
t he < fame time), fo much as will lie on a farthing, finking each parcel with ink of 
China at me bottom, that It may flick to the fkifi ; then they fire it with a match of 
|>aper. Puany v account this a fovereign remedy; how true I cannot affirm; however* 
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I'am certain that it puts the patient to a great torment, and that our ufe of letting 
blood is but a flea-bite in companion of it. 

But mod common and frequently amongft them cupping is ufed, becaufe cheap and 
eafier. Their way here is much after the fame manner as ours in Europe, only that 
they have calabafies inftead of glafles. 

Of anatomy they underftand nothing, as I fakl before, and of furgery little, admiring 
much our Europeans’ art in that behalf. To broken bones they apply certain herbs, 
which they fay will heal them in the lpace of twenty-four days, and cement them as 
ffrong as ever. They have another remedy, which is to take the raw bones of hens, 
and beat them to powder, making thereof a pafte, which, applied to the part affected, 
is efteemed by them a fovereign medicine. 

"1 heir little children are fo much fubject to dangerous obftructions, which deprive 
them of the benefit of nature, both by flool and urine, caufing their bellies to fwell 
fo that often their lives are endangered thereby. Their remedy for this is, cock- 
roches and onions roafled and beaten together; this they apply to the navel of the 
child, which is often attended with good fuccefs. 

Ihefe people affirm, that crabs are turned into Hones by the power of the fun, and 
ufe them as phyfic, but not in fevers and dyfenteries. Moreover, they take up by the 
lea-flde a kind of cockles, which being beaten to powder, they drink in the cholic. 

CHAP. XI. — Of the original Government , Halo, and Policy of the Tonqueenefe, tvitJj 

fame C0 nfidera iio n s thereon, 

IT is without all difpute that'the Tonqueenefe ever were a nation of themfelves dif¬ 
ferent from the Chinefe, who call them Munto, or Barbarians, and their country 
Gannaui, becaufe fituated far to the fouth, in reference to them, and the inhabitants 
bearing a great affinity with other Indians in eating penany, colouring their teeth, 
going barefoot, and that their right great toeftandeth athwart from their foot, as is 
to be feen yet by feme of the Ion queen caff. But how this country was governed 
berore it was made a province of China is hard to know, fince they had in thofe days 
no characters, by conlequence no hiftory of that time can be extant among them ; 
what was afterward compiled thereof may be fufpected as fiiStious, invented at plea- 
feie ; and indeed they are moil of them fo unaccountable, that they ought rather to 
be looked upon as dreams and chimeras than hiftorical narrations; neither is there 
much appearance of verity in thofe relations of theirs, which make this people fo 
valiant, that they were not only able to contend with but vanquifh alfo the formi¬ 
dable armies of the prodigious empire of China, and maintain their liberty in fpite 
thereof for many ages; but it is molt likely that they have fet the belt face in their 
narrations upon their actions, that they might not hand themfelves down to pofterity 
and to ftrangers in the bafe light which it ieems to me their cowardice and ill conduct 
have deferved. 

, rhe y pretend they have had the ufe of the Chinefe characters amongft them before 
Me reign of 13 ing, one of their firft kings, according to their bell hiftorians, which, 
by computation, cannot belefs than two thoufand years; if fo, I infer they were once 
before either conquered, or voluntary fubjects to that empire, becaufe the China laws, 
rites, cultoms, character, &c. could have been neither of that antiquity, or fo entirely 
and aii at once introduced among them, as it was by their own leftimony; befides, 
* ,liS , a S recs "‘ ,v,ta the China chronicles, that mention about the fame time their empire 
was in great glory, calling it a triumphant one, whofe limits extended as far as Siam ; 
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therefore there is no reafon to believe* this neighbouring kingdom could have remained 
man defied, fmee it lies as a bar* juft in the way to hinder and obflruct their progrefs, 
but rather that it was immediately incorporated with their empire. 

Yet it may be* the Chinefe did not keep the country the firft time long under 
fiibje&ion, but left them on the invafion of die Tartars, or on feme other motives, 
fo that after their departure Ding was King* Now, whether they made him fo, or 
whether he ufurped the regality, by the affiftance of great numbers of vagabonds, and 
other feu in of the nation, is differently delivered. They fay that King Ding had 
enjoyed the feeptre but a final! time, before the great ones murmured againft him ; 
the malcontents finding the common people difobedient, whofe affections, whether he 
had loft by cruel and harfh ufage, or that they difdained to be any longer fubjeft to 
their tontryman, as it commonly falls out with people accuftomed to fervitude, to be 
incapable of uftng well their new recovered liberty, (with other occult motives and 
malignant influefices that caufed the effects of thofe diffractions,) they fell into open 
rebellion, and took arms againft Ding, whom they murdered; whereon enfued bloody 
civil wars for many years, till being weary, they chofe by general confent, a puiiTant 
Prince of theirs, called Leedayhang, for their King. 

In his reign, they fay the Chinefe invaded the country, not mentioning for what 
reafon; probably they were Chinefe rebels that fled thence, and that this people fought 
many battles againft them with good fuccefs. Yet, in the height of this war Leedayhang 
dying, whether in battle or other wife is uncertain, left to his fucceflor Libatvie, a 
politic and valiant Prince, the profecution thereof, which he carried on with no lefs 
valour than profperity i for having encountered and routed the Chinefe in fix or feven 
battles, he reftored peace and tranquillity to the whole kingdom, and built that large 
and magnificent palace of marble, which is now through age fo decayed that 
nothing but the gates and fome of the walls of that fumptuous ftrufture remain. 

They fay, that after this King, his pofterity poffeffed the crown to the fourth or 
fixth generation fucceffiveiy, and ruled in great profperity ; but the faft left the fucceft 
lion to a daughter, having no heir male, which Princefs coming to the crown, married 
a powerful lord of the family of Tran, who ruled with her jointly but few months ; for 
another of their grandees, called Hue rebelled againft them, and having vanquished 
them in battle put them to death, and afeended the throne himfelf. 

De governed not long, for the people confpired againft him ; for what caufe I cannot 
find; it may be fufpected, that he uled bad means for the maintaining of his unjuft 
poffeflions ; and having called the Chinefe to their affiftance, they killed the ufurper, 
and withal loft their own freedom, for the Chinefe (hewed theinfelves true auxiliaries, 
in feizing the whole kingdom for a reward of their labour and victory. 

A Chinefe viceroy or general was then ordered over this people, to govern them as 
formerly, which continued for the fpace of fixteen years, when they began to be weary 
of the Chinefe oppreffions and infolence, and withal commemorating their former 
condition, they refolved unanimoufly to endeavour to free themfelves from the Chinefe 
yoke, and accordingly took arms under the leading of a valiant captain, by name 
Lee, and fought with the Chinefe, and routed them in feveral battles, killing many 
of them, with their viceroy or general Luetang ; which difafter, with the charges of 
the war abroad and civil commotions at home, and the final! profit this country yielded, 
were perhaps the motives why the China Emperor Humcew thought convenient to 
quit it again, which is now about four hundred and fifty years ago* Having therefore 
impofed on them certain conditions, and taken feentity for their faithful prefermance, 
viz* to come every three years, once to the imperial city, Pekin, with feveral prefents, 

11 which 


THE KINGDOM OF TON QUEEN. 


6 Si 

which they call tribute, and to do homage to the Emperor, in acknowledgement 
that they hold this their kingdom and liberty of his mere grace and bounty, he with¬ 
drew his troops from Tonqueen; and thefe conditions are punctually oblerved to this 

very day. . 

Among the prefents, they are to carry images of gold and filver, made in the 
pofture of criminals, denoting that they are fuch to the China empire, for the murder 
of Luetang the aforefaid General, and that they are to remain evermore, fupplicants 
to that court for the faid offence. The Kings of Tonqueen have like wife their choap 
or feal from the Chinefe Emperor, as a mark of their dependency. ^ And though this 
formality be a mere piece of Chinefe vanity, yet they make no little ado about it. 
This year (1683) came here an ambaffador from the imperial court of Pekin, to bring 
the title for a Bova, that had been inaugurated above eight or nine years before; he 
was received with all the pomp and magnificence that the general could devife, or was 
capable to put in practice, and that not but of love, but mere oftentation, to fliew 
the Tartars his grandeur and puiffance. They hadprefented to their view a great 
number of foldiers, richly clothed in Engliih and Dutch manufactures, molt of their 
elephants and cavalry in their belt furniture, gilded gallies, &c. But for all this, the 
atnbafiador did not deign to vifit his Highnefs; as indeed no ambaffadors of that empire 
ever do, making of him no other account than as a plebian ufurper, obfcure in com¬ 
panion of their emperors. 

But to return: the Chinefe having thus for faken the country, Lee was proclaimed 
King, who reigned feveral years, and his family enjoyed the fceptre afterwards uninter¬ 
rupted, for the fpace of above two hundred years, and then Mack ufurped the crown. 
This man was of a low and vile original, born about Batlhan, a filher village, at the 
river’s mouth, where the European llnps enter it: he was a wreltler by profeilion, and 
fo dextrous therein, that he railed himfelf to the degree of a mandareen, or lord. But 
his ambition, that afpired higher, could not be fatisfied with any other condition, but 
the fovereignty itfelf, and accordingly he confpired againftthe King, and effected his 
defign rather by crafty practices and ftratageins than force. 

Having thus ufurped the crown, he fortified Batlhan and other places, becaufe of 
his many enemies, efpecially of Hoawing, a mighty and powerful Prince, in the province 
of Tingiva, of whom he molt ftood in fear, lince he was in open defiance of the 
ufurper. This Hoawing married his daughter to Hoatrin, a man of lingular flrength 
and valour, who had been formerly a notorious robber, and made him general of his 
forces, and when he died, left him the guardianlhip and tuition of his only fon, at 
that time about fourteen or fifteen years of age. Hoatrin having gotten the forces of 
his deceafed father-in-law at his devotion, made open war againit Mack, and after 
many petty encounters, with various fuccefs, at laft overcame him. The ufurper 
finding himfelf reduced to a nonplus, was neceflitated to fly for his fecurity to Cabury, 
a kingdom on the frontier of China, and fubje£t to this King, formerly inhabited by a 
kind of wild people. But Hoatrin came immediately after the victory of Cocha, the 
metropolis, and having firft demolilhed the fortifications of Mack, he made proclama¬ 
tion, if there was any heir male of the houfe of Lee, he might freely difcover himfelf, 
promiling to place him on the throne of his anceftors, and protelled he had taken 
arms for that end ; and accordingly, when a youth of the houfe of Lee was brought 
to him, he expreffed much joy, placed him on the throne with abundance of readings, 
and owned him his fovereign, ordering every one to pay obedience to Lee, lawful King 
of Tonqueen, &c., and for himfelf he referred the title of Ghova, or general of all the 
forces. This was to the infinite difcontentment of his pupil the young Hoawing, who 
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did not dream but that his brother-in-law, would have converted all the effects of his 
father’s forces and army, with the profperous fuccefs thereof, to his particular ufe, 
greatnefs, and advancement, by excluding the orphan; but he was deceived in his 
account; for Hoatrin having previoufly made the requifite provifion for the fettlement 
of the government, he fent a peremptory letter to his brother-in-law, requiring his 
obedience to this Prince of the houfe of Lee, or by default, to declare him a rebel 
and open enemy to the date. This occafioned a civil war and a rent in the kingdom 
of Tonqueen ; for young Hoawing, although he was not againft Lee, yet could he 
not endure to think that Tring fhould make himfelf general, efteeining that place more 
ju ftly to belong to him : but finding he was too weak to refift the power of Tring, 
and to remain fo near as Tingwa is to the city of Cacho, he thought it the fafefb way 
to retire to Cochin-China, where he was joyfully received by thofe governors and 
foldiers, who immediately defied him Chova, or general, to Lee, their lawful Bova, 
or king, proclaiming Tring a traitor and rebel; fo that ever fince, now above two 
hundred and twenty years, this kingdom has remained divided under two lieutenant- 
generals, with royal authority ; both own Lee as King and ruler, according to their 
antient laws, cufloms and rights, but are mortal enemies, and wage continual war 
againft each other. 

" I return now to Tring, and fee why as vidtor he did not afcend the throne, and 
take upon him the name and title of a King. Certainly it was not for want of ambi¬ 
tion, or altogether out of modefty and fenfe of juftice, that he did not accept of any 
higher title than that of general; but it was in confideration of two very fpecious 
reafons: for fhould he affume the crown and royal title to himfelf, he would be re¬ 
garded as an ufurper, and expofe himfelf to the general hate and envy of the natives, 
and more efpecially to the perfecution of Hoawing, who would be able, under the molt 
juft and plaufible pretexts, to work his ruin and extirpation. The other motive was 
his apprehenfion, that the CIjinefe Emperor fhould be againft him, as knowing he 
was a ftranger to the royal race of the Kings of Tonqueen; whereby Tring would 
involve himfelf in a torrent of troubles, and be, probably, the caufe of his own per¬ 
dition ; therefore he thought it was the fecureft way to fet up a Prince of the houfe of 
Lee, with only the bare name of King, and referve the royal power for himfelf; and 
indeed all that belongs to the fovereign refides in the Chova, for he may make war or 
peace as he thinks fit, he makes and abrogates laws, pardons and condemns criminals, 
he creates and depofes magiftrates and military officers, he impofes taxes, and orders 
fines, according to his pleaiure ; all ftrangers make their application to him, except 
the ambafladors of China ; and in a word his authority is not only royal, but abfolute 
and unlimited; wherefore the Europeans call him the King, and the true King is 
called for diftin&ion’s fake, the Emperor ; whilft the Bova or King is flint up in his 
palace, attended by none but fpies of the Chova ; neither is he permitted to ftir abroad 
more than once a year, and that on the great folemnity of their annual- facrifices, &c. 
As for the reft, he ferves only to cry amen to all that the general doth, and to con¬ 
firm for formalities fake, with his choap, all the a&s and decrees of the other; to 
conteft with him the leaft matter would not be fafe for him; and fhough the people 
refpect the Bova, yet they fear the Chova much more, who is mo ft flattered becaufe of 
his power. 

The general’s place is like the King’s, hereditary, theeldeftfon fucceeds the father; 
yet often the ambition of the brothers has occafioned commotions and civil broils, 
aiming to fupplant ea<;h other ; therefore it is a common faying ainongft them, 
that the death of a thoufand Bovas doth not endanger the country in the leaft; but when. 
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the Chova dies, every one’s mind is poffeffed with great tremors, and heavy confterna- 
tion, expecting fearful changes in ftate and government. 

This kingdom is, properly, divided into fix provinces, not reckoning the country 
of Cubang, and a finall part of Bowes, which are maintained as conquered lands, that 
people being of a different language and manner from the Tonqueenefe; and five of 
the fix provinces are governed by their particular governors, which at prefent are all 
eunuchs, with ample power; but he that rules in Giang, the frontiers of Cochin- 
China, the fixth province, is a kind of viceroy, or lieutenant-general, and the militia 
under him are not lefs in number than forty thoufand foldiers. His authority is in a 
manner abfolute, from whom there is no appeal, except in cafes of high treafon, to 
tile fupreme court of the kingdom. This viceroy is ufually a perfon of great favour, 
and much confided in by the general, who, to oblige him the more, marries either 
his daughter or filter to him : it would be of ill confequence to the whole kingdom, 
efpecially to the general, if this man fhould revolt to Cochin-China. 

In former times they had eunuchs to govern this province too, ■ but fince the trick 
the Cochin-Chinefe put on one of them, they have not placed there an.y more as go¬ 
vernors in chief. The jeft was thus: the Cochin-Chinefe, who hate thefe kind of 
creatures, and never employ any of them in bufinefs of importance, efpecially in the 
mililia, knowing the Capon-viceroy of that province was appointed generaliffimo for 
the expedition in hand again!! them, they fent him, in contempt, a breall-piece of filk, 
fuch as is worn by their women, for a prefent, deft ring him to make ufe of it 5 giving 
thereby to underftand, that fuch a drefs and ornament better became him than either 
to command foldiers or to govern provinces, &c. as approaching fo near the female fex. 

The governors of provinces have for their feconds a literado mandareen, or lawyer, 
to affift them in civil government and adminiftration of their laws, who fit with the 
governors in public courts of juftice : befides this, each province has its feveral inferior 
courts of judicature, and one among the reft that is independent of the governor’s 
authority, the judges whereof have their characters immediately of the fovereign court 
of the Quan fo Lew, at Cacho. 

In final! controverfies of property, of grounds, houfes, debts, or the like, they pro¬ 
ceed thus: a man that has an action againft another gives his complaint in to ong/haw, 
or the head of his aldea, who takes fome cognizance of the matter, and brings it be¬ 
fore the wean quan, head of twenty, thirty, or forty aldeas, or villages, where the 
plaintiff and defendant are heard, and then fentence is given. But if one of the parties 
be not content to ftand to this award, he appeals to the foe quan, head of eighty, one 
hundred, or one hundred and fifty aldeas, where the matter is examined, with the 
fentence of the wean quan, who, as he finds caufe, prifles his fentence. And in cafe 
this does not fatisfy them, the fuit is brought before the provincial governor, where it 
receives its final determination, without further appealing, provided the matter is of 
no great importance, as I faid before ; but if the debt is confiderable, or the preten- 
fions ample, &c. they may appeal from the governor to inga hean, a court as is noted 
above, which the provincial governors have no jurifdi&ion over. In this tribunal a 
tuncy, of the clafs of the firft jiteradoes, always prefides, and from thence the fuit 
may be removed to the feveral courts of the city, if they are firmly refolved, by pro- 
fecuting the law, to ruin each other; and although the judges cannot hinder the parties 
appealing from one court to another, yet, if two different courts give the like fentence 
on one and the fame caufe, then the court from which the appeal is made has the pri¬ 
vilege to inflict lome corporal puniflunent on the appellants, or fine them, as is or¬ 
dained by law. 
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Criminal cafes, as theft, or the like matters, belong wholly to the governors of the 
province, who punilh immediately fmall offences; but fuch as deferve death, their 
leniences are fent to the general, to have his confenr for the execution thereof. 

The quarrels of the great ones come generally to the city of Cacho; but the names 
of all the courts, and the precife methods of procefs, I cannot exactly affirm. How, ^ 
ever, 1 think they begin with the courts called Guan Key Dow, then an appeal lies to 
Quan Gay Chile, and, in cafe of great moment, petition being made to the general, 
lie remits the caufe at laft for a revife to Quan fo Lew, who hold their alike in the 
general's palace. The perfons who compofe this college are moft of them old litera- 
does, reputed wife, and fuch as have been prefidents of the chief courts of judicature, 
and known, or at leaft fuppofed to be of great integrity and honefty, and exalted to 
be principal minifters and counfellors of Rate, on whofe care and prudence repofes the 
whole weight of the civil government and laws of the kingdom. 

Quarrels indifferently about ground, houfes, &c. in and about the city, belong to 
the court called Quan fu Doven, where all fuch differences are decided ; but the party 
may appeal to Quan gnue Suo, and thus fuccefllvely to Quan fo Lew, by way of 
petition. 

Rebellion and confpiracy againft the general, &c. falls under the cognizance of the 
court of Quan fo Lew, and the governors of the city put their fentences or decrees in 
execution, who are as much as prefidents of life and death of the city and its jurifdic- 
tion j. but more immediately appertain to them all caules of murder, theft, and other 
like crimes, both to judge and puniffi the offender without further appeal. 

They are the rebels that come before the general with a wifp of ftraw in their mouths, 
after they have made their peace and obtained pardon, to Ihew that, by their difor- 
derly life, they have made themfelves equal to brute beafts j but not thofe guilty of 
murder, as Taverniere is pleafed to affert. < 

The Ghinefe laws are in ufe amongft them, which indeed may be confidered as 
their civil and written law ; but the temporal edi&s, ftatutes, and conftitutions of their 
princes and chiefeft doctors, intermixed with their old cuftoms, are of greatelt force, 
and, in a manner, the whole direHory of the government, and the rule of the people’s 
obedience; all which are committed to writing, and digefted into feveral books, that 
make at prefent their body of law; and, to give this people their due, they Ihew much 
more good nature and honefty than the Chinefe, or Ariftotle himfelf, in that refpeCt, 
where both their laws tolerate, nay, command the expofing of all maimed, deformed, 
and female children, which are maxims that thefe people abhor as unnatural and 
brutilh. 

With no lefs difdain they rejeCt that law of their neighbours which encourageth the 
moft execrable and abominable vice, not fit to be named. Queftionlefs their primitive 
legiflators were wife and good-intentioned politicians: but how commendable foever 
thofe inftitutions were, yet the mifery of human imperfections, degeneracy by length 
of time, multiplicity of lawyers, together with the daily increafe of other petty officers, 
have brought juftice now to that corruption, that for money moft crimes will be ab- 
folved, fince there are few of their judges but what are fubjeCt to bribes. 

Juftice thus betrayed and perverted, even by its officers, has brought the country 
into much diforders, and the people under great oppreffions, fo as to be involved into a 
thoufand miferies; and woe be to a ftranger that falls into the labyrinths of their laws, 
efpecially into the clutches of their capon-mandareens, to be judges of his particular 
affairs 1 for to them it commonly happens in the like cafes that matters are referred, 
and he muft look for nothing lefs than the ruin of his purfe, and be glad if he efcapes 
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without being bereaved of his fenfes too ; whereof I could alledge many examples of 
my own knowledge, to my woeful experience, were it to the purpofe. 

Having thus amply fpoken of their laws and their manner of proceeding therein, 
it remains now to confider the other ftate column as it ftands at prefent, their policy, 
in yvhich is very remarkable their great veneration for the family of their lawful Kings, 
whofe title, though an empty one, is ufed in all their writings. The Chovas are ex¬ 
ceedingly to be commended for their religious obferving their promifes to maintain 
both the royal ftock, and the laws and conftitutions of the land, and to innovate no¬ 
thing therein, though repugnant to the intereft of their ufurped power. 

To ihis is owing chiefly that we fee the heir of the crown permitted to live after he 
is ftripped of his rights and royal authority ; a thing, I believe, that has no where an 
example, and is not to be found in the hiftories of any other nations, and may found 
like a ftrange paradox in the ears of the politicians of other countries. Nor is it alto¬ 
gether the fear of China that ties the general’s hands fo as not to be able to mitigate 
him againft the King, nor ignorance of the power of thofe temptations which generally 
the luftre of a diadem inlpires in the minds even of fuch as have no reafon to pretend 
to it; nor are they ftrangers to the practices of other oriental monarchs, who retain 
their poffelfions by what means foever they acquire them, though it be by the per- 
verfion of juflice and honefty, and the fubverlion and violation of all laws human and 
divine- 

But in truth, we may fay, thefe generals were moderate, and that of thofe qualities 
proper to tyrants, as ambition, covetoufnefs, and cruelty, this laft was never found 
predominant in them; whereof their brothers, who are often entrufted with important 
employs, as governors of provinces, the conduct of armies, &c. are both convincing' 
proofs and manifeft arguments. They are, in Ihort, too generous to follow the 
maxim of killing them for their own imaginary fecurity. 

One prince indeed I knew who was poifoned by order of his brother the general ; 
but the neceffity, if one may fo fay, was fo urgent, that there was no other way in 
that exigency to preferve his own life, as it will be noted in the next chapter. 

Their method of promoting fcholars to their feveral degrees, which I have already 
mentioned, is both regular and juft, and a great encouragement to learning and the 
well-deferving therein. 

The often removing their mandareens from their government is good prudence, to 
prevent plots and confpiracies; but as there is no government but what has its defeat 
as well as its perfection, fo this is not wanting in both qualities; and it is certainly a 
great weaknefs in their politics, as it is a needlefs charge to the public to maintain 
fuch a great army idle, as they do in time of peace, and muft needs be a mighty 
burthen to the commonalty, who feel the weight moil. 

The general is likewife Ihort in not making timely provifion for the great numbers 
of his people, fince their daily increafe will make them too numerous and incapable 
of living together, therefore it would be a good expedient to find fome outlet for thofe 
fuperfluous humours, for fear they might in time caufe foine violent convulfion in the 
ftate, which perhaps might irretrievably overturn it. The laft famine, in particular, 
fwept away two-thirds of the inhabitants, who, if they had been employed againft the 
Cochin-Chinefe, or fome other hollile countries, they might have deftroyed it with 
their very hands and teeth. 

The over great confidence the general repofes in the capons, as it is a mean thing, 
fo it is contrary to good policy to tolerate fo much evil as they occafion in the ftate,, 
for the fmall and unjuft benefits which he receives by their means. 
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The cuflom of felling molt offices indifferently to fuch as will pay moll: for them, 
not regarding condition or capacity of pcrfons, is certainly a foul merchandize, and a 
bafenels unbecoming the public, efpecialfy as to the officers of judicature; for if they 
buy their places dear, it is likely they will make the moll advantage thereof, at the 
expence of right and juftice. 

Their militia, as it is alfo much more numerous than is required in a defenfive war 
(which is a conduct that for feveral years they have thought it their filtered to obfervej, 
or befitting peaceable times, fo it may prove of dangerous confequence if they ihould 
be troublefome. Some years ago thefe foldiers mutinied, and had they then found 
one to head them, it would have gone very hard with the general, who perhaps 
might have experienced from them fome "fuch infolences and devaftations as feveral 
Roman emperors met with from their pretorians, and the Turks from their jaoiffaries. 
He doth well to fluff them from place to place, and change often their commanders, 
and to keep them in continual labour and aftion. But the worft of all is, that the 
captains of his militia are eunuchs, who, generally, are cowardly fellows; and it is 
thought their bufinefs has been the grand caufe of the many overthrows this nation has 
received of the Cochin-Chinefe, and will be, as long as they are thus employed, al¬ 
ways a hindrance in the conquefl of that fpot of ground which, in comparifon of 
them, contains but a handful of men. 

They trull more to their infantry than to their cavalry or elephants, by reafon the 
country is low, fwampy, and full of rivers and brooks/ which renders,them of fmall 
fervice. 

Their foldiers are good markfmen, and in that, I believe, inferior to few, and fur- 
paffing moll nations in dexterity of handling and quicknefs of firing their inulkets. 

Firelocks are not in ufe amongll them, but the bow is mightily in faihion, in which 
they are expert to admiration. 

In fine, they foon learn their exerdfe of arms, and are good proficients therein ; 
but to mount the great horfe is no more with them than the getting aftride on a com¬ 
mon bead, which this country produces for the moll part final!, yet very lively. “ 

Their elephants are trained up for war, and emboldened again!! fome fort of fire¬ 
works and the noife of guns, as far as the nature of the creature is capable of. As 
for artificial fire-works, they are rather ignorant than Ikilful therein. 

Their finances, or invention to bring in money to the general’s coffers, over and 
^bove his annual revenue, are,—by fale of moll offices in the kingdom ; by the fines 
impofed on mandareens and tranfgreffors; the tenths of all contrabands; confiderable 
Ihares out of the ellates of deceafed mandareens: but he is heir-general of the eunuchs 
or capons, and has in a manner all they leave: add to this his accidental revenue’ 
which comes in by llrangers, merchants, &c. (which is more or left, according as 
Ihips and veffeis come to trade in this part;; the poll or head money; excifes on pro- 
vifions, and impofitions on inland merchants’ commodities, &c. ; fo that the general’s 
revenues mull needs amount to a very confiderable fum. But fince this money for 
the moll part, is taken from one to feed the other, the public wealth is nothing’bet¬ 
tered thereby, but rather the worfe, forafmuch as it is the fweat and blood of the in- 
du lino us, which the lazy and idle often fpend moll prodigally and profufely: alfo for 
mat the oppreffive taxes do not furceafo thereby; which (together with thrir proceed¬ 
ings m matters of commerce, which they hold in fcorn as much as they dcfoife the 
traders, negle&ng the great convenience they have thereby to render their country 
rich and flounlhmg, which is the lludy of all well-governed nations throughout the 
world; renders them m the main but a poor and miferable people. 
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I have noted this more particularly in the chapter treating about the trade, &c. of 
the kingdom; To referring thereto, I fhall proceed next to give fome account of the 
general and his grandees and court. 

CHAP. XII. — Of the General of Tonqueen, hh Family, Officers, and Court. 

BY what hath been faid in the foregoing chapter, it may eafily be underftood how 
far the authority of the Bova of Tonqueen extends, and that the general has really the 
helm in hand ; let us then confider him as the fpirit and life of this ftate, His power 
is, like that of molt eaftern Kings, monarchical in excefs, yet not fo tyrannical as 
many of them,; fmce they ever had their laws and old cnftoms in great veneration, and 
coriiported their actions agreeable thereto. 

The prefent general is the fourth of the houfe of Tring, in a direft line, that has, 
as one may fay, fwayed the feeptre over this people. His family was eftablifhed in 
the government as foon as Mack the ufurper was fuppreffed, and then laid the found¬ 
ation of their prefent greatnefs. He is aged fifty-three- years, and is a fharp fubtile 
politician, but of an infirm conftitution. He fucceeded his father in the year 1682, 
with whom he reigned jointly feveral years. He had three foils and as many daughters 
by fundry concubines, but his eld eft and youngeft fons dying, the fecond, juft on his 
grandfather’s deceafe, fell mad or diftrafted, but is now recovered,, and has the tide 
of Chu-ta, that is, young general (the ufual title of the eldeft furviving fon), who keeps 
his court feparate, and almoft as magnificent as his father, has his mandareens, fer- 
vants, and officers of the fame denomination, only that in precedency they give place 
to thole of the father ; but as foon as the prince fucceeds the general, then his fervants 
take place of the others, very few excepted, who often, for their wifdom and expe¬ 
rience, keep their former ftations. 

If the general marries, which feldom happens but in their fatter years, when there 
are little hopes of iffuc by the perfon, this lady, as wife, is chief of all his women, and 
has the name and title of Mother of the Land, becaufe of her extraftion, which is al¬ 
ways royal; but concubines he takes early, and fometimes before eighteen; the 
number not limited ; fometimes three hundred, often five hundred and more, if he 
pleales; for it is an honour to excel therein ; and in the choice of them their beauty 
is not fo much regarded as their art and fkill in finging and dancing, and playing on 
a mufical inftrument, and to have the wit to divert the general with diverfity of pleafme 
fports. Of thefe, fhe that proves mother of the fifft fon is honoured, as foon as her 
fon is declared heir apparent, with the name and title of true and legitimate wife, and 
though not quite fo much refpefted, yet far better beloved than the former: the reft 
of the concubines that have children by him are called ducha, or excellent woman * 
his male children, the eldeft excepted, are faluted with the appellation duc-ang, i. e. 
excellent perfon, or man; the daughters are called batua, which is as much as to 
fay princefs with us.; the like titles have his brothers and fillers, but not their chil¬ 
dren, nor his grand-children, except thofe defcending from his eldeft fon. 

For his own children queftiorilefs he provides well, but his filters and brothers muft 
be content with fuch revenues as he is pleafed to allow them out of the public, which 
decreafes in their family-as it- declines and grows remote from his blood, fo that thofe 
of the fourth and fifth dcfceut can expeft no fuch provifion. 

The prefent general has many brothers and filters, but he is not over kind to them 
which I take to proceed from his fulpicious temper and weakly conflitution. Moft of 
his predeceffors were otherwife inclined ; they admitted their brothers to public affairs, 
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and conferred on them the titles and power of generals, field marflials and provincial 
governors, with the truft of numbers of foldiers, always employing them in honour¬ 
able charges, and fuch as became the general's brothers. 

As I faid before, I could never hear of more than one example amongft them, of 
killing a brother in cool blood, and is that of the late deceafed general againlt Prince 
■Chechening ; which, all circumftances confidered, can hardly be termed cruelty. The 
hiftory runs thus:— 

T his Chechening was fecond brother to the deceafed general, a prince endued with 
many heroic virtues; his liberality, generofity and courteous difpofition, made him 
popular, and fo beloved among the foldiers that they would call him their father. A 
prudent captain he was, and no lefs eminent in valour, for having given the Cochin- 
Chinefe feveral overthrows, he was fo extremely redoubted, that they called him the 
Lightning of Tonqueen. His fame thus daily increafing both abroad and at home, it 
at length drove him on the rocks and precipices of his brother’s envy and jealoufy, 
which the good Prince perceiving, endeavoured to removej humbly telling him, he 
would do nothing but what he fliould order; and that the good fuccefe he had in arms 
proceeded wholly from his wife and prudent direction, protefting and folemnly f-.vear- 
ing, he never did nor would undertake any thing that might in the Jeaft be prejudicial 
to him; and that if the foldiers or rabble fliould dare to offer him his place, he 
would not only refufe and abhor it, but punifli alfo moft feverely the movers of fuch 
propofi lions. 

1 his declaration gave for the prefent fome feeming content and fatisfafUon to the 
general; but a few years after, whether the ground was the envy and jealoufy aforefaid 
or that he had done fomewhat that could be mifconftrued or fufpe&ed, or was falfely 
accufed, or whatfoever elfe the matter was, for it is differently reported, the general 
fent for him and part of his army from the frontiers of Cochin-China. In obedience 
to this command, he came to court, where by order of the general, he was imme¬ 
diately clapped in irons, and confined to a certain clofe prifon near the palace. 

In this condition he continued feveral years, by which it feems his faults were not capi¬ 
tal, or at lead nothing could be proved againft him to take away his life j but in the 
Interim, as fate would have it, about the year 1672, the foldiers that were in the city 

Chacha, a great number, no lefs than 40,000 meeting all at once, and filling every 
corner thereof with fear and tumultuous noifes, and driving out thereby its vulgar to 
their ieveial aldeas, came with fad exclamations to the palace gate, yet had fo much reve¬ 
rence as not to enter: they brought no arms but their hands and tongues, rudely 
bawling forth their random thoughts againft the general in opprobrious language, re¬ 
proaching his ungratefulnefs towards them, and prodigality to his women,, whom he 
permuted to fquander and wafle the treafure of the land, while they were ready to 
perilh in want and mifery, as if he purpofely defigned their deftruQion and confufion 
by the molt uneafy and infupportable methods of famine and nakednefs ; magnifying 
then own deferts m his fervice, threatening to take fome fevere courfe, if he did not 
enlarge their pay, and diftnbute fome money among them committing the meanwhile 
a thoufand mfolent enormities, hovering round the palace, and encamping at the 
eveia avenues thereof, as if they intended to befiege the general therein; and in 
effect none could go out of in without their commiffion. 

In this extremity and ftreight, the general confulted with the Quan fo Lew, and other 
privy (Wellers what to do. One of them, a great Iiterado was of opinion, it was 
heft to grant the foldiers their defires, which being moderate they might eafily be ap¬ 
peared, alledging that to quell the country people, when rebellious, it was cuftomary 
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to ufe the foldiers: but to quiet the mutinous foldiers, money was_ the only expedient: 
but another literado, by name Ong Trungdume, of great fame forhiswifdom, and m high 
refpeCt for his dignity, of a violent refolute nature, oppofed the firft opinion, [laying it 
was imprudent, and of pernicious confequence to indulge a company of mutinous fellows 
too far: adding that it was much the better remedy to feize fome of the ring-leaders, 
and put them to death, which would amaze and aftonifh the reft, as to make them 
fhift for their fafety and fecurity. The general inclined mo ft to this laft advice, foi 
lore of his money, yet was doubtful in his refolution* The foldiers having then fpxes 
in the palace, as he had his among them, had prefently notice of what palled, which fo 
incenfed them againft Trungdume, that watching the time of his coming forth the 
palace to go home, they immediately feized him, and treated him m the cruel and bar¬ 
barous manner an enraged multitude could invent; lor having inhumanly bioiled 
and beaten him with their fills, knees, elbows, knobs of their fans, Sec. they trampled 
the breath out of his body with their feet, and then dead as he was, they drew him 
io-nominioufly through the ftreet to the fandy ifland near the arfenalj wheie they toie 
and cut his body into fmall pieces. 1 his audacious cruelty, together with other noto¬ 
rious affronts put on feveral mandareens at the fame time, plunged the general and his 
courtiers in divers deep perplexities, and filled them with mortal fears, in fomucli that 
mod began to creep in holes and corners to avoid the rage of this tenible tempeft, 
leaving their mafter in a manner defolate. 

The difcreeteft among the foldiers, finding that they had paffed the Rubicon, thought 
there was no retiring, and therefore advifed their companions to provide themfelves 
with a head who might guide and order their irregular and tumultuous proceedings, 
propofmg Prince Chechening as fit for the purpofe; to which they unanimoufly con- 
fen ted, and would have fetched him out of prifon that inftant, and proclaimed him gene¬ 
ral, but that the night, which was already come on, hindered the enterprize,^ and 
caufed them to defer it to next morning; but the general having item of their intentions, 
prepared with his own hands a dofe for Prince Chechening, and fent it him in the dead 
of the night, by a trufty eunuch, with order that he Jhould drink all the potion. 
The capon, as foon as he came to the prince, after he had made four fombeys, delivered 
his errand, and the general’s prefent, which the Prince prefently gueffed to be what 
it was; but what he faid is not well known, only that he made four fombeys toward 
the general’s palace, and then took off the draught, and in few hours after died. This 
was the end of Prince Chechening, whofe virtue was his greateft crime, the foldiers' 
unfeafonable love caufing his untimely death. The next morning he ordered a great 
quantity of filver and copper cafh to be given to the mutineers, quenching thereby in an 
inftant the fire of this popular infurrection: but feveral of them perifhed afterwards, 
few knew how. 

It is time now to return from our digrelfion, to take a view of the lords of the blood, 
mandareens, &c. either civil magiftrates or military officers, who at the time of their 
abode in the city, go every morning early to court to wait on the Chova and Prince, 
The Bovais complimented on the ift and 15th of every moon by them, in their violet 
or blue garb, with caps of their own callico manufactures, in which they are obliged 
to clothe their retinue. The Chova receives them in great ftate, fitting at a great dis¬ 
tance uncovered, for the more pomp (unlefs on fome foieinnity) his numerous lifeguard 
in arms in the palace yard, furrounded by many capon fervants, who carry his order 
and commiflions to the mandareens, and bring their anfwers, or, according to their 
method of fpeaking, fupplications, which they deliver to him on their knees. In fine, 
at this time moft ftate matters are here handled and difpatched j the atts and refolu- 
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tions of the Quan fo Lew, or fupreme court (whofe feffions is In tills palace) Is pre- 
fcnted to him, to have his approbation thereon. The Prince Hkewife has his folicitora 
near the general (for he hitnfelf comes hardly once in a moon to court), who gives him 
notice of all that paffes, that he may regulate his proceedings accordingly* No bufiuefs 
of requefts or petitions Aide in this court except it be greafed with prefects and gifts 
anfwerable to the import of affairs. 

It is a goodly fight to fee fuch a crowd of lords, and how every thing is carried here 
with that decency and decorum that llrikes an awe in every beholder, and would 
have really much majefty In it, If they would difpenfe with or abrogate that flavifh 
cuftom of going barefoot. The general indulges his mandareens much, treating them 
with refpeft and tendernefs as to their lives, which are feldom in danger, but for treafon : 
for other offences they are fined or difgraced, by being turned out of employ, or ba- 
nifhed the court. 

When any mandareen intercedes for their friends or kindred that have offended^ 
they come covered before the general; then putting off their caps, they fombey 
four times, a way of reverence or rather adoration, which confifts in falling firft on 
their knees, then touching the ground with their bodies, after the Chinefe mode, they 
requeft his highnefs to pardon the crime, and impute the fault to the interceffor, who 
ready by the figa of ftanding bare, which on fuch like occafions intimates the condition 
of a criminal, to undergo Inch puniihment as the Prince ffrall pleafe to inflict on him. 

About 8 o'clock the general withdraws from the audience palace, and the lords, &c* 
retire from court, all but the captain of the guards, with feme that have offices at courts 
who are capons, of which a great number being young, are menial fervants, who 
with the domeftic maids arc only permitted to enter his privy apartments and feraglio of 
women and concubines. 

Of thefe capons, a peft of mankind, the parafites, fycophants* and perverters of 
thefe Princes, there are 110 Iefs than 4 or 500 belonging to the court, who are ufually 
fo proud, imperious and unreafonabk, as makes them not Iefs hateful and abhorred 
than feared by the whole nation ; however, the Prince confides nioft in thetn^ both for 
domeftic andfiate matters $ for after th@y have ferved 7 or 8 years in the inner court, 
thep are raifed gradually to public adminiftrationsand dignities, fo as to be graced with 
the moft honourable titles of provincial governors, and military prefects; while feveral 
of the more deferving, both of the military officers and the dalles of the literadoes, 
are neglected and fuffer for want. But it is certain, the general refpefts his own pre- 
font profit (whatfoever the confequence may be) in the advancing them, for when they 
die, the riches they have accumulated by Foul practices, rapine and extortion, fall in a 
manner all to the general as next heir; and though their parents are living, yet in regard 
they contributed nothing to their well being in the world, but to geld them, to which 
they were prompted by great indigence, and hopes of court preferment, therefore they 
can pretend to no more than a few houfes and fmall fpots of ground, which alfo they 
cannot enjoy but with the good liking and pleafure of the general* 

However, not to detract from truth, fonie of thefe capons have been of extraordi¬ 
nary merit, and among them, more especially thefe three by name, Qngja-Tu-Lea* 
Ong-Ja-la-hoe-Bay, and Ongja-How-Foe-Tack; thefe were indeed the delight of 
Tonqueen; but they were fuch as loft their genitals by chance, having had them bit 
off either by a hog or dog- Thefe fort of capons are by the fuperftitious Ton- 
queenefe, believed to be deftined to great preferments and eminence* 

_ The iaft of thefe is yet living, and at prefent governor of Hein, and the largeft pro- 
^ince in the country, admiral of all the lea Forces, and principal minilter for the 
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affairs of Grangers ; a prudent captain, a wife governor, and an uncorrupted judge, 
which render shim admirable to thefe heathens, and a ffiaine to many Chriftians, who, 
though they are blefl with the light of the gofpel, rarely arrive at that height of excel- 
lence, as to know how to be great, good, and poor at once. 

Remarkable is what they relate of Ong-Ja-Tu-Lea, famous for his fharp brain, and 
prodigious parts, and no lefs for his fudden rife, as ftrange and tragical fall; whofe 

hiftory take as follows : — _ . , 

In the minority of the houfe of 1 ring (that is to fay, before it was firmly eftablilhed 
in the government,) the then reigning general having great neceffity for iome able 
ftatefmen, on whom he might difburden fome part of his weighty affairs, and being 
afUifted with continual perplexities on this head, he chanced to dream tint he (hould 
meet a man the next morning, whom he could trull and employ ; and as tt happened, 
the fir ft man that came to the court in the morning was this Tu-Lea, who agreeing 
exactly with the imaginary picture of h:s dream, both in proportion, flature and 
phyfiognoipy, the general conferred with him ; and after foine difeourfe found him 
of great ability, and exaftly acquainted with their arcana imperii; whereupon he 
raifed him immediately, and in a little while augmented his authority fo greatly, that 
there was hardly any difference between the mafter and the fervant, but if any. Tin* 
Lea was more refpefted, courted and feared than the general hirafclf. Whether this 
vvas the caufe of his difpleafure againft him, or that this mufhroom (raifed in a night), 
forgetting his obligation, prompted by ambitious ingratitude, and blinded by his 
overmuch profperity, did confpire really to deitroy his mafter, and to afi'ume the 
place him (elf (as the common bruit was), or that this was merely a pretence to colour 
the general’s jealoufy of his overgrown greatnefs, I will not determine; but to be brief, 
he was by the general’s order torn in pieces by four horfes, his body and difinembered 
limbs cut in pieces, and then burnt, and the afhes thrown into the river. 

Every year, about the latter end of our January, which falls out about their laft 
moon, all the mandareens, officers and military men are fworn to be faithful to the 
King and general, and that they fliall not conceal treafonable machinations againft 
their perfons, on forfeiture of their lives. The mandareens take the like oath of their 
wives, fervants and domeftics. He that reveals high treafon, has at moft but thirty 
dollars, and a fmall employ for a reward, which is far fhort of our author’s multi¬ 
plication. 

They have annual mufters for the levy of foldiers through the whole kingdom ; in 
which choice they greatly refpett the tallnefs of perfons. Thofe of extraordinary 
height are allotted to be of thegeneral’s life guard, the others are difpofed of according 
to occafions. 

All thofe that have any degree in learning and handicrafts-men are exempt from- 
this mufter. How they proceed with deferters I cannot affirm ; but am certain the 
Tonqueenefe know not what hanging means ; their way is to behead them ; only 
thofe of the royal blood are ftrangled. I mult needs fay they are neither cruel nor 
exquHite in thefe inventions. 

As for ftrangers they employ none, thinking none fo wife as themfelves; however, 
■when I came from Siam, I was examined about the affairs of that kingdom and Cochin- 
China, and concerning my voyage in the Tonqueen fing-ja, and whether thofe boats 
might be able to tranf’port foldiers through the high feas; to which I anfwered as I 
thought fit. Then I was queftioned how, if the general ffiould give me the command 
of two or three hundred loldiers to be employed againft Cochin-China ? To which I 
replied, I was by profeffion a merchant, confequently ignorant of martial affairs, and 
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therefore incapable of ferving his highnefs in that refpeft; which excufe and refufal, 
though it ferved for that time, yet it operated againit me when I was accufed by 
the Chinefe. 

With the nobility of this country, as I have hinted elfewhere, and acquainted you 
that nobility only defcends to the pofterity of the King and general, and that only to 
the third degree ; but the reft as they obtained it by arms, learning, or money, fo it 
is but durante vita. By the firft means few are raifed, by the fecond fome, but the 
third is the true loadftone which at wafts moft favour. 

The general’s court ftands in Cacho, alinoft in the niidll of the city: it is very fpacious 
and walled about; within and without built full of low finall houfes for the conveni- 
ency of the foldiers: within they are two Jflories high moft open for air. The gates 
are large and ftately, all of iron work, as indeed the greateft part of the palace is. His 
own and women’s apartments are ftately and coftly edifices, fet forth with carved, 
gilded and lacquer work. In the firft plain of the court are the ftables for his biggeft 
elephants and bell horfes; on the hinder part are many parks, groves, walks, harbours, 
jfifh-ponds, and whatfoever elfe the country can afford for his pleafure or recreation,, 
fince he feldom ftirs out. 

CHAP. XIII. — That there is no fuch Manner of Coronation and Inthronization of their 

Kings as is related by M, Taverniere. 

AS our author is moft erroneous throughout his book, fo this his thirteenth chapter 
is in a manner one entire error} for how diligent foever I was to enquire of their 
learned men, and other perfons of quality, I could not find that they ufed the folem- 
nity of inthroning or coronation of their Kings, with fuch pomp and magnificence, or 
any thing like it, as he relates ; nay, fcarce that they obferve any ceremony at all. 

They told me that fuch external gallantries and all oftentations were contrary to 
their cuftoms and praftice: for when their King or general dies, all public Ihews 
whatever that exprefs mirth or demonftrate any magnificence, or have any fign of 
glory, fo much as the wearing gold, filver, or gaudy cloaths, are not only forbidden 
throughout the whole kingdom, but reckoned very fcandaJous to be ufed. Neither' 
rnuft a courtier, during the time of his mourning for his Prince, appear in rich furni¬ 
ture himfelf, or in his horfe, elephants, palankeens, hammocks, &c.; but the worft, 
coarfeft, and meaneft habiliments they can invent are accounted the propereft. efpecially 
for the higheft dignified and neareft of blood, with many other nice obfervations whereof 
more amply in due place. 

All the ceremony they ufe on thefe occafions, confifts only to fombey, and prefent 
the Prince fo fucceeding, who entertains the complimentors of note with meat, yet 
not with the ufual court fplendor or merriment, by reafon of his mourning for his 
predeceffor. But was it ufual with them to advance their King (who at prefent has no 
intereft in the ftatej with fo much grandeur and ftate to the throne, queftionlefs they 
would have fome degrees of honour likewife for the general when he affumes his 
dignity ; fined his power and authority, though intruded, controls all, and that on all 
occafions he is molt refpefted and obferved. 

In 1682, when I arrived here from Siam the old general was newly deceafed: his 
heir made no noife at all when he fucceeded j nay he carried himfelf fo private therein, 
that none abroad heard of court matters, or perceived the lead alteration of govern¬ 
ment whatfoever; neither would he receive the ufual honours from his own in and a- 
reens, or admit ftrangers to audience, either to condole his forrows, or to congratulate 


THE KINGDOM OF TON QUEEN. 


<>93 

his advancement; only their prefents were received. Thus, without any other form¬ 
ality, the general took poffeffion of his office; and undoubtedly he would never 
condefcend the King Ihould exceed him in that kind, not only becaufe he is to bear 
all fuch charges and expences, but alfo for fear the other Ihould increafe too much in 
reputation thereby. 

Our author then is to be admired For relating things both unknown and contrary 
to the cuftoms of this people : confidently affirming his brother was an eye witnefs of 
that ingenious invented romance, on this occafion: for what are they elfe than fables, 
to fay that, in this folenmity, all the artillery of the court walls were fired, when 
there is not fo much as a great gun upon the walls, nor ever was, by relation j that all 
the foldiers were drawn thither from the frontiers, which is to open the gates of the 
kingdom to the Cochin-Chinefe, who are always upon the watch for fuch an opportu¬ 
nity, to incorporate with their dominion the two adjoining provinces, which were 
once ruled by the predeceffors of their Chova; that they fwear fidelity to the King, and 
that they will defend him and the country againfl the Chinefe their inveterate enemies, 
when as we have recounted they are tributary to the Chinefe empire, now in polfeffion 
of the Tartars, whom they endeavour by all means imaginable not to offend, for fear 
of lofing their country and freedom; that the King's liberality extends that day to 
one million of panes of gold, which in filver amounts at leaft to one hundred and 
fifty millions of crowns, a fum l am fure the whole kingdom can hardly mufter up 
both in gold and filver, though he aims to perfuade the world that the King of 
Tonqueen poffeffes the riches of Croefus ; that the King makes prefents of money to 
officers of unknown names, and officers never heard of in the country j that he 
bellows fo many panes of gold and filver on the conftable, meaning thereby the 
general, from whom he receives all he has ; that the facrifices Ihould be fo large as 
to contain that prodigious number of bealls, whereby neceffarily the plough muff; 
ffand Jlill, and the people be content to faff the whole year as to fielh. 

After this epicurean banquet, together with what he mentions of the bonzes, fireworks, 
bird-nefts, colt’s flelh, &c, impertinent contradiffions and abfurdities, not worthy- 
regard : I muff confefs he notes forae things and paffages here proper to Siam, and 
agreeable to the manners and conftitutions of that people, fo that he is only mifkaken in 
the application. What is to be faid of the King’s going out I will note in the next 
chapter. 

The ladies of quality, when they go abroad, are carried according to their feveral 
degrees, either in clofe fedans or hammocks upon the Ihoulders of men. Neither 
does this nation keep their women fo flrift from the fight of others, as the Moors and 
Chinefe do. 

The celebration of their nativity they obferve very pun&ually, from the Prince to 
the meaneft, each to his ability and power, with feafting, mufic and other paftimes, 
fire works excepted ; in which they are very deficient, as I hinted before. They are 
alfo prelented on the faid oecafions by their kindred, friends and dependants, who 
attend them to honour the folemnity. 

As to the King’s liberality, who fent his fon and fucceffor a donative of a thoufand 
panes of gold, intrinfic value, an hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, and five hun¬ 
dred bars of filver, above feven thoufand dollars at once, it is altogether impoifible j 
becaufe the yearly revenue allowed him, comes to no more than eight thoufand dollars,. 
He errs likewife in his multiplication, making thofe panes of gold and bars of filver 
to be only an hundred and twenty thoufand fivres. 


As 


baron’s description of 

As to the King’s fucceflor, he himfelf is often ignorant which of his fons is to fucceed 
him, if he has more than one ; and if but one, it is not certain that he Aral! be King 
after him, fince it lies in the general’s bread: to name fuch an one as he likes beft, 
provided he be of the royal ftoclc; though he feldom puts by the next heir, unlefs it 
be for great reafons, and urgent political motives, &c. 

CHAP. XIV — Of the Ceremony of the King’s hlejmgthe Country , vulgarly amongft them 
called Bova-dee-yaw, or, according to their Characters, Can-Ja. 

THE King feldom or never goes out to take his pleafure, but once a year he Ihew s 
himfelf in public (not reckoning when he is carried by the general on particular 
occafions) on the folemnizationof their grand ceremony, at the beginning of their 
new year, on a particular cbofgn day ; for they believe fome to be good, others better, 
feme indifferent, others bad ; whereof they are fo fuperftitioufly obfervant as to under¬ 
take nothing of importance, without confulting firft mo ft ferioufly both their China 
almanacks and blind country diviners. 

The King, general, and Prince, with molt of the mandareens of the court, on this 
folenm occafion, go before break of day feverally to a place at thefouth end of the city 
purpofely built for this occafion, with three gates different from their other pagodas ; 
neither are there any images in the houfe. Here they ftay without in fundry apart¬ 
ments till day light: the King in the mean time is to wafh his body, and put on new 
cloaths never worn before. 

About eight of the clock a piece of ordnance is fired ; on which fignal the general. 
Prince and Mandareens repair to the King, to do homage, though it extends as to the 
general and Prince, no further than a bare point of formality. This compliment paffes 
in filence, yet with much flate and gravity on both Tides: then immediately the fecond 
fignal of a gun is heard; whereupon the King is accompanied to the gates of the faid 
houfe, which are all fhut, whereat he knocks, and is by the door-keeper afked who 
he is. He anfwers, the King, and they let him in; but none may enter with him, 
that being contrary to their fuperftition. Thus he does three feveral times, till 
he comes into the houfe, where he falls to his devotion and fupplications, having 
kept a ftrift faff to his gods, after their mode ; which done, he feats himfelf in a gilt 
chair placed in the yard of the faid houfe ; and having paufed a little, a plough with a 
buffalo tied to it, in the fame manner as they ufe them for tilling the ground, is pre- 
fented him, who holding it by the place ufually taken hold of when they work it, he 
bleffes-the country, and teaches the people by this emblem, that none fhould be afhamed 
to be a hufbandman, and that the diligent, induftrious and provident, efpecially in 
the culture of the ground, may certainly expert the enjoyment of their labour and 
pains. 

lam informed by fome, that, at the fame time, the ceremony of the cups is ufed $ 
others again contradict that, and affirm it to be on the day of in Hulling the new King. 

Be it when it will, the manner is thus : on a bandefia or lacquered table Hands feveral 
cups with prepared victuals in them; and among the reft there is one with boiled white 
rice, another with yellow rice, one with water, and one with herbs or greens : all thefe 
cups are neatly covered with fine paper, and with (larch faftened thereon, fo that one 
cannot be known from another. One of thefe the King takes a. adventure, which is 
immediately opened, and if he lights on the yellow rice, there is great rejoicing, becaufe 
it portends (as they believe) plenty in the land •, if on the white rice, a good harveft; 
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ff water, an indifferent year ; but the herbs or greens is extreme bad, denoting great 
mortality, famine and defolation ; and fo the reft of the cups every one hath its 
particular fignification and augury, according to what their idolatry and fuperftition 
diftates. 

With this ends this grand ceremony ; and the third gun being fired, the King mounts 
his open chair, covered with many umbrellas, and is carried on the flioulders of eight 
foldiers, as it were in proceffion, through feveral ftreets to his palace, accompanied 
by many iiteradoes in the China veils all 011 foot. He is likewife attended by a 
handfome guard of the general's foldiers, foine elephants and horfes, under the 
noife of drums, timbrels, fcalmay, copper bafons and hautboys, &c. ftandards and colours 
flying. \ 

As he paffes along he demonftrates his liberality to the poor fpeftators and aldea 
people, by throwing cafh or copper coin amongft them. A while alter the King, the 
general follows riding on a ftately elephant, waited on by many Princes of his own, 
and royal family, with molt of the military officers and civil magiftrates of the king¬ 
dom, richly attired and guarded by a detachment of three or four thou land horfe, and 
about an hundred or an hundered and fifty elephants with fumptuous furniture, and an 
infantry of no Iefs than ten thoufand men, all fine and gallantly clothed with coats 
and caps made of European manufactures, fo that he far exceeds the King in pomp 
and magnificence. He comes a great part of the lame way the King did, till he arrives 
at the ftreet that leads direCtly to his palace, where turning he leaves the other on his 
inarch. The Prince brings up the rear of this cavalcade ; he has half the train of his 
father, comes the fame way, but takes the nearelt cut to his own palace. 

CHAP. XV. — Of the Theekydaw, or purging.the Countryfrom all malevolent Spirits. 

THE theckvdaw is obferved commonly once every year, efpecially ft there be a great 
mortality amongft the men, elephants or horfes of the general’s ftables, or the cattle of 
the country ; thecaufeof which they attribute to the malicious fpirits offuch men 
as have been put to death for treafon, rebellion, and confpiriug the death of the King, 
general, or Princes, and in that revenge of the punilbmeut they have fullered, they 
are bent to deltroy every thing and commit horrible violence. To prevent which 
their fuperftition has fuggefted to them the inftitution of this theekydaw, as a proper 
mean to drive the devil away, and purge the country of evil fpirits. For the perform¬ 
ance of which the general confults and elects a fit day, which commonly happens 
about the twenty-fifth of our February ; juft on the chaop's re-affuming new life and 
vigour. When the needful orders are given for preparation, and that every thing 
is got in readinefs, then the general, with molt of the Princes and other qualified 
perfons (ft the land, repairs to the arfenal about eight o’clock in the morning of the 
day appointed; he either rides on an elephant or notie, or elfe in a palankeen upon 
wheels, which is pufired fbrv/ards by lufty fellows kept for that purpefe, and fliadowed 
by many umbrellas. The guard that follows him is very numerous, not lefs than 
fix teen or eighteen thoufand men, befides elephants and horfes, all fet forth to the 
belt advantage. The ftreets through which he paffes, are adorned with ftandards, 
pendants, and armed foldiers, to hinder thepeople from opening either doors or windows, 
for fear of finifter defigns and machinations, though ftrangers are fometimes permitted 
to fee this ftately proceffion, if they will requeft it. 

Being arrived at th§ arfenal, the mandareens go to their feveral polls (which have 
been kept for them by their foldiers) on the fandy ifland near the laid arfenal, which is 
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heaped up, and increafed yearly by the descending waters from China, whdfe rapid 
and violent courfes do not only eat away much of the land in fome places, and call; 
it up again in others, but fpoil the river too: here, I fay, they build many flight 
houfes with bamboos, and raife infinite tents to Ihelter them from the injuries of rain 
and fun, and place their foldiers, foot, horfe, and elephants as it were in battle array, 
with flying colours, ftandards and pendants, their ordnance placed on advantage, 
the boats of war along the b-.nk in good pofture, and every thing elfe in the method 
of an exa£t formidable army, noble and glorious to behold ; and is indeed a (hew that 
would, above all others, fufficiently exprefs the power of the kingdom, were but 
their courage proportionable to their conveniences, and their leaders men inftead of 
capons; for the number of infantry prefent on that occafion cannot be lefs than eighty 
thoufand foldiers, well difciplined, expert either for fword, pike, mufket, aigenars, &c. 
and the cavalry about five thoufand, with rich furniture, armed with bows, arrows, 
fwords and guns: then there are about two hundred and fifty elephants trained up 
for war, many of them fearlefs of fire and the noife of guns, having on their backs 
a box or chair richly gilded and lacquered, and two men in them with a kind of 
carabines and lances j and there are not lefs than three hundred pieces of artillery 
ranged in proper order : nor do the lords, mandareens, commanders, &c. in their beft 
garb of fine fcarlet, with gold buckles on the breaft, in manner as we wear our loops, 
and a cap 0 f the faid cloth on their heads, make the leaft part of this glorious Ihew. 
The foldiers of the general’s life guards are ftout lufty fellows, fome of prodigious 
height, with caps and coats of the fame falhion and tabrick as thofe of the manda¬ 
reens, the gold loops excepted, and the cloth not altogether fo fine. The general’s ten 
horfes and fix elephants of ftate far outfliine the reit in fplendour, their furniture 
being mafTy gold and fcarlet, with an infinite number of ftandards, flags, pendants, 
hautboys, drums, copper bafons, and all other forts of warlike mulic, and gallantry, 
ranged promifcuoufly 5 and the whole being attended with a vaft concourfe of people, 
makes the ifland very glorious and pleafant for that time. 

Every thing being thus ready, three blows on a large drum are heard, keeping good 
time between every ftroke, which founds almoft like the difcharge of a frnall piece of 
ordnance: on this fignaJ the general comes from the arfenal to the place, where the 
foldiers ftand in order, and enters the houfe prepared for hint. In a while after, three 
other ftrokes are given on a great copper bafon or gong, in the fame manner as on 
the drum for diftance of time; the general beginneth then to offer meat offerings to 
the criminal devils and malevolent fpirits (for it is ufual and cuftomary likewife amongft 
them to feaft the condemned before their execution), inviting them to eat and drink, 
when prefently he accufes them in a ftrange language, by charatfers and figures, &c. 
of many offences and crimes committed by them, as to their having difquieted the land, 
killed his elephants and horfes, &c.» for all which they juftly deferve to be chaftifed 
and banilhed the country. Whereupon three great guns are fired as the laft fignal; 
upon which all the artillery and mufquets are difcharged, that, by their moft terrible 
noife the devils may be driven away j and they are fo blind as to believe for certain, 
that they really and effectually put them to flight. 

At noon every one may feaft himfelf at his own coft, but the foldiers are fed with the 
offered meat. 

In the evening the general retires to his palace in the fame ftate with which he went 
forth, much glorying that he has vanquifhed his enemies on fo eafy terms. 

The Bova or King never appearah in this folemnity; perhaps the general fufpefts 
that the foldiers, if they fhould be diflatisfied with him, might take the opportunity 
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revolt and confirm the King the real and effential power which at prefent refides in 
him, and Therefore finds it unfafe that the King ftiould be then prefent; but on journeys 
in the country, be they but for two or three days (if he makes any), and when he goes 
to war, he never omits to carry the King along with him, not only to cloke all his 
defigns with the royal name, but alfo to prevent any plots which in his abfence the 
King might give into to his utter ruin, or by condefcenfion permit others to leize his royal 
perfon, whereby they would authorife their pretenfions and gain fo much reputation as 
might fubvert and confound both the general’s greatnefs and government. 

They imagine our way of firing great guns to compliment friends, or the faluting 
therewith each other’s health, very flrange and barbarous, becaufe contrary to their 
cuftoms, finee they entertain only 1 heir enemies and the malicious devils with fuch a 
noife as*is related. 

CIIAP. XVI. — Of the Funerals in general. 

THE Tonqueenefe as they have a great horror at death, fo the conceit they have 
thereof is not lefs fuperflitious; for they believe that only the fpirits of young chil¬ 
dren are tranfmigrated into the bodies of other infants who are yet in the mother’s 
womb; but all others come to be devils, or at leaft fpirits that can do either good or 
harm : and that they would wander up and down as poor vagabonds ready to perilh 
for want and indigence if they were not afilfted by their living kindred, or if they did 
not fteal and commit violence to fubfift ; fo that death, in their eftimation, is the 
ultimate and greatefl: mifery that can befal human nature. They note with incredible 
care and exactnefs the time, hour, and day (all which are diftinguifhed by feveral par¬ 
ticular names as, apes, cats, dogs, mice, &c.), wherein a party dies; which if it 
happen at the like time in which his father, mother, or near relations were born, it 
is reckoned very ominous and bad for his heirs and fuccelfors, who therefore permit 
not the corpfe to be interred till their conjurors and diviners advife them of a good 
and aufpicious time for which they wait fomerimes two or three years, fometimes lefs, 
as their critical rights and blind doctors fhall direct them. The body is coffined the 
meanwhile and kept in a particular place, and mult Hand no other ways than on fout 
flakes erected for that purpofe. 

This nicety is only obferved among the rich, but others who do not die in this fcruple, 
are buried within ten or fifteen days: but the longer the corpfe is kept, the more 
expenfive it is, not only to the wife and children (who prefent him daily three times 
with vi&uals, and keep always lamps and candles burning in the room, befides the 
offering of incenfe, perfumes, and a quantity of gold and filver paper, fome made in 
the fhape of gold and filver bars, others in the likenefs of horfes, elephants, tigers, 
&c.), but the refl of the kindred and relations are alfo obliged to contribute their feveral 
fliares to the general feaft, but mod liberally at this time ; befides it is very toilfome 
and a great deal of trouble both to the children and all that are of kin, to refort fo 
often to the corpfe to falute and adore it, by proftrating themfelves four times on the 
ground, and lamenting him three times a day at the hours of repall, with endlefs other 
ceremonies too tedious here to relate. 

All that have means are very careful to provide their own coffin, when they are 
well advanced in years in which they are extraordinary choice, both as to the thick- 
nels and goodnefs of the wood, as well as workmanfhip, and regard no expences to 
have it to their fancies. 
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They obferve this diftin£lion in the fexes : if a male die he i 3 clothed with feven of 
Iiis bed coats, if a female with nine- In the mouth of thofe of quality, are put fmall 
pieces, of gold and filver with foine feed pearl. This they fancy will not only render 
him honourable in the other world, but prevent alfo want and indigence; yet the 
poorer fort ufe the ferapings of their fingers and toes, believing that the mouth of the 
deceafed being filled with this filth he cannot plague and torment his living relations. 
Likewffe feme will place on the coffin a cup of rice, which is fhifted every meal, and at 
laft: buried with the corpfe. 

They ufe no nails to fallen the lid to its coffin, but cement it with lacquer fo tight 
as is really admirable, efteeming it a great injury to nail up the body of the deceafed. 

When the fons accompany the corpfe they are clad for that day in very coarfe robes, 
made of the refufe of filk, and caps of the fame fluff which are tied with cords on 
their heads; they have ftaves in their hands to lean on for fear grief fliould caufe them 
to faint. 

The wives and daughters of faffiion have a curtain very large held over their heads, 
that they may not be feen, yet they are eafily heard by their moans and lamentations, 
which are made viva voce and very loud. As the corpfe is carried through the ftreets, 
the eldefi: fon will lie down now and then on the ground, for the corpfe to pals over 
him (which in their opinion is the greateft mark of filial duty) : then riling again, he 
puffies the coffin back with both his hands, as it were to flop it from going further on, 
which is continued till they come to the grave. 

Painted and gilded images in the fhapes of men and beafts, all of paper work, follow* 
the hearfe in great numbers, with forae friars, with the noife of drums, timbrels, 
hautboys, copper-bafons, &c. much in the nature of a Popilh proceflion: which paper 
finery is to be burnt immediately after the interment. 

More or lefs fumptuous is the funeral according to the condition or quality of the 
perfon ; for thofe of account are not only carried by many men, but have alfo double 
coffins, one in another, and over it a canopy of ftate, richly fet forth, attended by foldiers, 
and honoured with the pre fence of great mandareens. 

Their manner is to cut their hair to the fhoulder, and to wear afh-coloured cloaths, 
and a particular fort of ftraw hats, for the fpace of three years, for either father 
or mother; yet the eldeft fon mud add thereunto three months more ; for other rela¬ 
tions lefs. 

Their way of reckoning is very ft range ; for if one fhould die, or a child be born 
in January, be it the laft day of the moon, February following being the firft moon 
of their new year, they count him to have been dead two years, or the child to be 
two years old, when, in effefl, it is no more than one day. 

During the time of their mourning, they feldom ufe their wanted lodgings : they 
lie on ftraw mats on the bare ground, their diet is not only mean and fparing, but the 
very bandefia and cups the victuals are ferved in, are coarfe and of the word fort. 
I hey forbear wine and go to no fcafts or banquets; they muft lend no ear to mufic, 
nor eye to dancing, nor contract matrimony ; for on the complaint of their kindred 
on this head, the law will difinherit them. They have a great care not to appear in 
public anywife fine, but rather aufterely abftain from all merriment and finery 
whatsoever: but as the three years grow near an end, they gradually decline too in the 
feverity of this difeipline. 

i heir fepulchres are in the feveral aldeas of their parents’ nativity, and unhappy fe 
he deemed whofe body or bones are not brought home, as they term it; but how to 
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chufe the heft place to inter the dead, is the grand myftery, and held to be oi that 
confequence that they verily believe, that infallibly thereon depends the happinefs or 
ntifery of their fucceffors; wherefore they ufually confult many years with I ay-de-lee, 
before they come to a conclusion in that affair. 

During thefe times of mourning, they feaft the dead four times a year, in the months 
of May, June, July, and September, fpending in each of them two, three, or four 
days j but the facrifice which is made at the expiration of the three years is the greateft 
and moll magnificent of all, though they are in the reft prodigal enough, and will 
fpend not only their whole fubftance therein, but run themfelves in debt too, and 
yet are for fo doing both highly refpected and commended of friends and acquaint¬ 
ance. After this they keep their anniverfary offering on the day of the party’s deceafe, 
which is punctually obferved from generation to generation to perpetuity. I have 
in jelling told fome of them I Ihould not like to die aTonqueenefe, were it only becaufe 
the cultora of the country whilft living allowed me three meals a day, but when dead 
they would feed me but once a year: a feverity more than fufficient to ftarve the dead 
had they need of food. 

It cannot fail of being entertaining to our readers to add to our author in this place, 
what the learned lather Calmet has collected in relation to the praCtice of fettxng food 
upon the tombs of the dead ; and of repafts made at their funerals: whereby it will be 
perceived that this cuftom is not confined to Tonqueen or even to China, but that it 
had obtained almoft univerfally in the darker ages of the world. What he fays will be 
found under the head of Repaft, and is fo curious that we fliall give the tranflation of 
of it entire. 

tc Repaft or food,” fays he, “ that was fet upon the tombs of the dead. Cana mortui. 
Baruch (ch. 6. v. 31.) mentions it in thele words : Rugiunt autem clamantes contra deox 
fuos,f:cut in mna mortui. The Pagans howl in the prefence of their gods, as in the 
repaft which is made for the dead. He fpeaks of certain folemnities wherein the 
idolaters ufed to make great lamentations: for example, in the feafts of Adonis. As 
to the repafts for the dead, they are diftinguilhed into two kinds: one was made in the 
houfe of the defunCt, at the return of the mourners from the grave. To this were 
invited the kindred and friends of the deceafed, where they did no fail to exprefs their 
grief by cries and lamentations. The other kind was made upon the tomb itfelf of 
the dead perfon, where they provided a repaft for the wandering fouls, and believed 
that the goddefs Trivia who prefides over the ftreets and highways, repaired thither 
in the night time. But in truth they were beggars and poor people, who came thither 
-n the darfcnefs of the night, and carried away what was left upon the tomb. 

* Eft honor et tnmulis anirnas placare paternas, 

Parvaque in extru&as muneva ferre pyras„ Ovid., Faft,’ 

£t Sometimes* however, the relations made a fmall repaft upon the tomb of the 
deceafed. 

“ The cuftom of fetting food upon the fepulchres of the dead was common among 
the Hebrews. Tobit thus advtfes his fon : Pour .out thy bread on the burial of the 
juft, but give nothing to the wicked. That is to fay, not to partake in the repaft, with 
the relations who performed the fame ceremony. And Jefus the fon of Sirach affirms, 
that delicates poured upon a mouth fhut up are as moffes of meat fet upon a grave. 
What is thus fet upon a toinb is utterly loft as to the dead perfon j he can have no 
benefit front it. And elfewhere, A gift hath grace in-the fight of eyery man living, and 
for the dead detain it not. 
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w Tins cuftom was almoft univerfal; we find it among the Greeks, the Romans* and 
almoft all the people of/the Sail. It ftill obtainsin Syria, in Babylonia, and in China. 
St. Auftin obfervcs that in his time in Africa, they laid victuals upon the tombs of the 
martyrs and in church-yards. The thing at firft was done very innocently, but after¬ 
wards it degenerated into an abufe ; and the grcateft faints and moft zealous bifhops, 
as St* Auftin and St. Ambrofe, had much difficulty to fupprefs it. St. Monica being 
at Milan had a mind, according to cuftom, to offer bread and wine to the memory 
of the martyrs ; but the porter would not open the door to her, becaufe St* Ambrofe 
*had forbid him ; fhe therefore fubmitted with an humble obedience* 

* c r fhe repaft that was made in the houfe of the deceafed among the Jews was alfo 
,of two kinds. One was during the time that the mourning continued, and thefe repafts 
were looked upon as unclean, becaufe thofe that partook of them were unclean, as having 
affifted at the obfequies of the dead perfon* 

€t Hofea fays, Their facrifices ffiall be unto them as the bread of mourners j all that 
eat thereof lhall be polluted. And in the form that the Ifraelites made ufe of, when 
they offered their firfl fruits, they addreffbd themfelves thus to the Lord : 0 Lord, I 
have not neglected thy ordinances; I have not ufed thefe things while I was in 
mourning ; I have made no ufe of them at the funerals of the dead* God would not 
permit Ezekeal to mourn for his wife. Cover not thy lips and eat not the bread of men. 
And Jeremiah : Neither fhall men give them the cup of confolation to drink for their 
father or for their mother. 

C£ The other repafts made in the time of mourning, are thofe which were given after 
the funeral. Jofephus relates that Arch elans treated the whole people in a magni¬ 
ficent manner, after he had completed the feven days mourning for the King his 
father. He there adds, that it was the cuftom of his nation to make great feafts for 
the relations \ which could not be done without an injury to many families, which were 
not in a condition to fupport fuch large expences. Saint Pauline commends Pam- 
machius for having made a great feaft for the poor in the bafilicon of St* Peter, on the 
day of the funeral of his wife Paulina/* 

CHAP. XVII. — Of the Funeral Pomp of the Chova or General of Tonqueen. 

THE funeral obfequies of the chova or general of Tonqueen are performed with the 
fame pomp and magnificence as 'were ufualiy obferved at the burial of their former 
Kings, and in many refpects exceed that of their prefent King. As foon then as the 
general dies his fucceffors and courtiers endeavour, with all imaginable art,' to conceal 
his death for the fpace of three or four days ; for fhould it prefently be known abroad, 
it would unavoidably put the country, efpecially the chief city of Gacho, in great 
terror and confternation, becaufe it has conftandy happened at the deceafe of every 
one of them (this laft excepted), that the Hate was difturbed with broils, contentions, 
and civil wars, amongft the furviving fons and brethren, who ft rive for fuperiority ; 
wherefore it is no marvel, if in this cafe the people are affefted with their con¬ 
tention. 4 

The fir ft thing they do to their dead general is to waffi his body, and to put on him 
leven of his heft coats, and to prefent him with vi&uals, with which he is ferved in 
the bell manner pofltble, ^ Then his fucceffor and all the Princes and Princeffes of the 
blood come to lament his departure, proftraiing themfelves five times before him, 
weeping aloud, aiking him why he would leave them, and what he wanted, &c. 
After them, the mandareens moft in favour are permitted to perform their duty, but 
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their ceremony of condolance is returned them again, by the Prince fucceflor and 
eldeft fon, though they dare not to receive it. Except thofe perfons, none are admitted 
to have a fight of the defunct; nay thofe related afar oft' cannot have this honour. 
After which 3 ceremony they put into his mouth fmall pieces of gold, filver, and feed 
pearl. The corpfe is laid in a ftately cofHn laquered over very thick, and of excellent 
wood : at the bottom of which they drew powder of rice and carvances to prevent any 
noifome fraell, over which they fpread fine quilts and carpets. The corpfe thus ferved 
is placed in another room, where lamps and candles are continually kept burning: 
thither all his children, wives and neared kindred repair three times a day, when the 
deceafed is prerented with victuals, namely in the morning between five and fix o’clock, 
twelve at noon, and five in the evening, and they pay their adoration to him. This con¬ 
tinues all the time he is above ground. , 

There is no fuch thing as embalming the body to He in date fixty-five days, and 
liberty for the people to come and fee him, as our author pretends; neither do the 
bonfesand poor partake of the victuals fet^before him; nor does the provincial governor 
receive any orders from court how long the country is to mourn, fince their cuftoni 
directs them therein fufficiently, without fuch particular provifions. The whole 
country is obliged to mourn, as well for the general as King, the fpace of twenty-four 
days; the Prince fucceffor, three years and three months, his other children and 
wives, three years ; the other near relations, one year; and thofe further oft, from 
five, and others but three months; but all the great mandareens, three years equal with 
the children. 

I cannot imagine in what part of the palace thofe towers he fpeaks of Hood, or 
what became of thofe bells that never left tolling, from the general’s expiring to the 
bringing of the corpfe into the galley, fmce they were filent at the laft funeral pomp 
of the general in 1683. 

When the needful preparations are ready, then the galleys appointed to tranfport 
and accompany the body, wait near the arfenal, which is not diftant two days’ journey 
as he fays from the palace, but only fomething lefs than half an hour, whither the corpfe 
is condlifted in the following manner: 

Several companies of foldiers, all in black, with their arms, being led by their 
refpeftive captains, or mandareens, bring up the van of this funeral pomp, marching 
on gravely and filently ; then follow two fellows of gigantic (lature, carrying a kind 
of partifans, with targets in their hands, and a tnafk or vizard on their face, to fcare 
the devil, and open the way for the hearfe to pafs; next come the muficians, with 
their drums, hautboys, copper bafons, &c. playing their mournful tunes, which really 
are very doleful. Next is carried the funeral elogium and titles, which are more 
illuftrious than what he had in his life time : and he is ftiled, the incomparable great- 
nefs, moft precious and noble father of his country, of molt fplendid fame, and the 
like; all which is embroidered in golden charafters, on a piece of fine fcarlet, or 
crimfon damalk, which is fixed on a frame of two or three fathoms high, and almolt 
one fathom wide, and erefted on a pedeftal and carried on tile fhoulders of twenty or 
thirtv foldiers of the life guard. 

Alter this their idol, or pagoda, takes place, carried in a fmall gilded houfe, but 
with great reverence ; then the two pennants, followed by the maufoleum, or ftate 
cabin, richly gilded and curioufly carved, wherein is the general’s corpfe. Thefaid 
maufoleum doth not ftand in a chariot, nor is it drawn by eight ftags trained to that 
fervice, and led by fo many captains of the life guard, as related by our author (for 
it is a rare thing to fee either deer or flag in this country); but it is carried on the 
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fhoulders of a hundred or a hundred and fifty foldiers, in good order and great 
filence, with many fans and umbrellas round about it, as well to lhade it as for 
ftate. 

Juft behind the hearfe comes the eldeft fon and fucceffor, with his brothers, all clad 
with coats, made of refufe filk, not unlike our fackcloth, of a brown colour, tied with 
cords fo their bodies ; their caps are of the fame, and fattened in like manner; they all 
have flicks in their hands, and only the eldeft has ftraw fhoes. Thefe are immediately 
followed by the deceafed’s wives, concubines, and daughters, under a curtain or 
pavillion of white calico, very coarfe, their garb of the fame fluff, howling and lament¬ 
ing. Behind thefe come the fervants of the inner court, both damfels and young 
capadoes ; as the front, fo the rear and flanks are guarded by armed foldiers, under 
their feveral commanders, fo that in this funeral pomp, neither elephants, horfes, nor 
chariots appear, as he relates, unlefs thofe of paper and painted wood, whereof great 
quantities accompany the interment to be burnt at the grave. 

Being arrived at the galleys, in one of them, which is all black, Iaquered plain, and 
without any ornament of carved and gilded work, the corpfe is placed: the reft of 
the galleys that attend the folemnity are but ordinary, fifty or fixty in number. Thus 
they fet forth from Cacho for Tingeva, the aldea and birth place of his anceftors, a 
journey of five or fix days at leaft, as they make it; for the galley the corpfe is in is 
towed leifurely by five or fix others, and mull ufe neither oars, nor make the leaft 
noife by drums or mufic, for fear of difturbing the dead. The other galleys are alfo 
to keep as much filence as may be. By the way they flop at certain places in each 
province appropriated by the faid governors to facrifice ; for which fervice they prepare 
large provifions of cows, buffaloes, hogs, &c. The new general however very often 
flays at home, and feldom permits any of his brothers to go for fear of plots, and in¬ 
novation, but his fitters are commanded to attend the funeral. The ordering the 
whole folemnity is intruded to the care and folemnity of forne great favourite. 

When they arrive at the intended aldea, there is more than a little to do with their 
obfequies and ceremonies, according to their rites : the particular place where he is 
buried few know precifely, and thofe are fworn to fecrecy ; and this not for fear of 
lofing the treafure that is interred with him, as M. Taverniere fancies, (for there is 
none but what is put into their mouths as I mentioned before), but out of iuperftitious 
motives as well as ftate jealoufy ; for as they believe they Ihall be happy and great if 
they meet with a good favourable fepulchre for their relations,'fo the general is always 
fearful that the place where his predeceffor refts being known to their enemies, it would 
depend on their malicious power to ruin his family, only by taking out his anceftors* 
bones and interring thofe of their own family in their place. Indeed we have many 
examples in this country of fuch fools as thought to make way for their exaltation, 
by thus tranfplacing the bones of the dead men $ but as many as have attempted it 
have fuffered for their foolifh prefumption. 

As to thofe lords and ladies that, according to him, will needs be buried alive with 
the King or general, it is a thing fo contrary to their cuftoms, as well as repugnant 
to their natures, that I verily believe if they thought we had fuch an opinion of them, 
they would treat us as brutes and favages. Nor do I know of any city and its fair 
caftle, in the whole kingdom of Tonqueen, that is called Bodligo j but indeed thofe 
banks of the river oppofite to the city of Cacho are called Bode; but however there is 
neither King’s houfe, palace, or caftle, on on near the fame. 

But it remains to fpeak fomething of their third annual facrifices and feaft, for the 
defund: general, which happens about three months before the mourning expires. The 
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celebration thereof extends not only to his family, but all the mandareens that hold 
any office muft appear at this grand lblemnity, to pay their offerings in token of their 
gratitude to the deceafed benefactor and common father. 

The manner is thus : juft before the arfenal on the fandy ifland, there are built of 
bamboos and flight timber many large and fpacious houfes, after the manner of their 
palaces, with wide yards and open courts, wrought moft curioufly with bafket- 
work,' &c. The apartments thereof, efpecially that where the altar Hands, are richly 
hung with gold and filver cloth ; the polls and Hands are either covered with the fame 
or with fine fcarlet, or other European manufactures; the roof is canopied with filk 
damalk, and the floor is covered with mats and carpets. The altar itfelf is moll cu¬ 
rioufly carved, lacquered, and fplendidly daubed with gold to profufion of coll, labour, 
and diligence. And as this is the general and his family's lhare, fo the mandareens of 
quality according to their abilities, ftrive to outdo each other in their funeral piles, as 
I may call them, which are placed round about the former work, in good order and 
at an equal diftance and height, and of a like falhion, either four, fix, or eight feet 
fquare, about fifteen or twenty feet diameter, refembling much our large lanterns, 
open all fides, with lhutters within, the banifters and rails very neatly fet forth with 
rich painted, carved, and lacquered work, and hangings of coftly lilk and good pieces 
of broad doth; the ftru&ure itfelf of flight timber and boards : the great manda¬ 
reens each build two of thefe; the others, one a piece ; fo that this barren place is 
covered in lefs than the fpace of fifteen days, with all this finery which makes it re- 
femble another city, or an Antiochian-like camp : in which interim the whole country 
flocks thither to fee this goodly and pompous erection ; and many ftrange beafts, as 
tigers, bears, baboons, monkeys, and what other wild creatures they can get, are 
brought thither from far places; for which they have been fometimes diligently feek- 
ing perhaps days and years. From all which the people (who gather together in fuch 
prodigious crowds, as to give a great idea of the populoufnefs of the country), take 
occafion to admire the general’s grandeur, and live to his Meceafed father. But for 
about three days before the time prefixed for this facrifice, no fpeclators are fo much 
as to approach this place, becaufe then they are bulled in fetting the image of the 
defunft before the altar, richly habited with many coats, and to ferve it with victuals; 
and to prefent him with amber, pearl, and coral necklaces, gold and filver tankards, 
cups, bafons, tables, and in lhort with all the finery and toys that he delighted in, 
and made ufe of in his life time; and at the fame inftant they erefl, in the court-yard 
where this altar Hands, a machine ; in the making whereof they had before employed 
five or fix months, under the direction and overfight of three or four great manda¬ 
reens, refembling fomewhat the maufoleum which M. Taverniere defcribes, which 
they call anja tangh. It is about three or four ftories or forty feet high, and about 
thirty feet long, and twenty broad, made of thin boards and flight timber, to be light 
and portable; and the different parts of it are lo contrived as to rake off and on ; the 
undermoll part Hands on four wheels, whereon the reft are placed one by one, by 
means and help of fuch inftruments and engines as our carpenters ufe to mount their 
heavy timber. The pageant or fabric itfelf is mighty neat, handfome and glorious, 
adorned with carved, gilded, painted, and lacquered work, as rich and coftly as poffibie 
can be made of that kind, with many pretty little inventions of galleries, balconies, 
windows, doors, porches, &c. to adorn it the more. On this magnificent throne is 
placed another image of the dead general, in rich doaths, which is afterwards burnt 
with the reft. 
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Matters being brought to this order* the general and his family repair thither early 
In the morning of the laft three forementioned days* the ways being lined with foldiers, 
and he attended by his life guard* followed by mandareens and grandees, where moll 
of the day is fpent in tears, mourning and lamentations, fombeys, facrifiees and offer¬ 
ings for his father; but, in the evening, the offered viands and other victims are divided 
among ft the affifhmts and foldiers* 

Of the wild and favage creatures feme are drowned, to fend thetr ghofts to the de* 
ceafed Prince, to be at his devotion in the other world, and others are given away* 

About ten o’clock an infinite number of images of all forts of fowls, horfes and 
elephants, in paper work, &c* are burnt in the open court, juft before the machine or 
maufoleum, where like wife the general, with his relations and mandareens, fombeys 
to the image of his predeceffor therein ; their magicians Thay, Phou, Thivee, all the 
while finging, reading, jumping, and playing fo many an tick tricks, and making fuch 
terrible poftures, as would fcare fame, and perfuade others they were either really 
demoniacal, or at leaft poffeffed with madnefs. About three hours after midnight 
fire is fet to all this finery, the general, &c. retiring, taking along with him the pearls, 
umber, gold, and filver that was on the altar, (which are referved for the fervice of 
the defunA in a peculiar place of his palace)* The mandareens alfo fend to their 
houfes again whatfoever gold, filver, &c* they brought thither, leaving the reft to be 
confiuned by the flames; and its afhes the wind fcatters where it pleafes, fo that but 
very little, if any, comes where It was defigned* 

CHAP. XVIIL — Of the Seels, Idols , WorJhtp 9 SuperJUtion, and Pagodas or Temples 

of the Tonqueenefe* 

THOUGH there are manyfeAs amongft this people,yet only two are chiefly followed. 
The firft is that of Gongfutu, as the Chinefe call him, (the Tonqueenefe, Ong-Congtu, 
and the Europeans, Confucius), the ancienteft of the Chinefe pbilofophers. This man 
they edeemed holy ; and, for wifdom, he is reputed not only amongft them and the 
Chinefe, but the Japanefe too, the Solomon of all mortals ; without fome profi¬ 
ciency in whofe learning, none can attain any degree in their civil government, or be 
any ways allowed to know matters of importance ; though the truth thereof, and 
very quinteflence of his do&rine, is nothing elfe but what we call moral philofophy, 
and con fids in the following pofition : 44 That every one ought to know and perfect 
himfelf, and then by his good and virtuous example, bring others to the fame degree 
of goodnefs, fo as they jointly may attain the fupreme good ; that it is, therefore, necef- 
fary to apply themfelves to the ftudy of philofophy, without which none can have a 
proper infight or infpeAion of things, and be able to know what is to be followed or 
avoided, nor reAify their defires according to reafon with other the like precepts, 
wherein confifts the Chinefe do Arm e and wifdom. 

But his difciples, building on his principles, have exrraAed therefrom many rules 
and precepts, which foon after became the main fubjefl of their fuperftition and reli¬ 
gion. 1 hey acknowledge one fupreme Deity, and that all ter reft rial things are directed, 
governed, and preferved by him : that the world was eternal, without either beginning 
or creator* They rejeA the worfiiip of images; they venerate and pay a kind of 
adoration to fptrits. They expeA rewards for good deeds, and punifhment for evil* 
They believe, in a manner, the immortality of the foul, and pray for the deceafed. 
Some of them alfo believe that the fouls of the juft live after reparation from the body;, 
and that the fouls of the wicked perilh as foon as they leave the body* They teach 
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That the air is full of malignant fpirits, which is their dwelling-place ; and that thofe 
fpirits are continually at variance with the living. They particularly recommend to 
their pupils to honour their deceafed friends and parents ; and do much concern them- 
felves in performing certain ceremonies thereunto belonging as 1 have mentioned 
already; and hold feveral other things very rational, and in my opinion, in many 
things J nothing at all inferior to either the ancient Greeks or Romans. Neither niult 
we think that the wifer and better fort amongft them are fo Ihallow brained, as to 
believe the dead Hand in need of victuals, and that therefore they are fo lerved, as 
1 have mentioned in its due place; no, they know better, and tell us they do it lor no 
Other reafon, than to demonltrate their love and refpect to their deceafed parents; 
and withal to teach their own children and friends thereby how to honour them when 
they fhall be no more. 

However, the vulgar fort, and thofe that carry their judgment in their eyes, credit 
that as well as many other impertinent impoffibilities of their fuperftiuon. In fine, 
though this feft hath no pagodas crofted nor particular place appointed to worfhip the 
King of Heaven in, or priefts to preach and propagate the faid doftrine, nor a due 
form, commanded or obferved, but it is left to every one's diferetion to do as he 
pleafes in thefe refpefts, fo as he gives thereby no fcandal, yet it has their Kings, 
Princes, grandees, and the learned men of the kingdom for its followers. 

In former days the King of the land might only facrifice to the King of Heaven ; 
but fince the general has ufurped the royal power, he has affumed this fovereign pre¬ 
rogative, and performs the faid ceremony in his palace himfelf, in cafe of public cala¬ 
mity, as want of rain, famine, great mortality, &c. befalling the kingdom, which no 
other may do on peril of their lives. 

The fecond feft is called Boot, which fignifies the worfhip of idols or images, and is 
generally followed by the ignorant, vulgar, and fimple fort of people, and more efpe- 
cially the women and capadoes, the moll conftant adherers thereunto. Their tenets 
are to worfhip images devoutly, to believe tranfmigration. They offer to the devil 
that he may not hurt them. They believe a certain Deity coming from three united 
gods. They impofe a cloider and retired life, and think their works can be merito¬ 
rious, and that the wicked fuffer torments, together with many foolifh fuperflitious 
niceties to idle to repeat: however they have no pried, any more than the former 
left, to preach and propagate their doftrine; all they have are their fayes, or bronzes, 
as M. Taverniere calls them (which by miftake he terms prieds) which are a kind of 
friars or monks. They have fotnenuns alio, whofe dwellings are about and fometimes 
in their pagodas, who mod commonly are invited to celebrate their funerals with their 
drums, trumpets, and other mafic: they fubfilt for the mod part by aims, and the 
charity of the people. In brief, this is that feft that has fpread its fopperies and im¬ 
pertinences very far ; and, in effect, with its fchifm and impodure has overfpread, in 
part or whole, mod of the Eadera countries, as this of Tonqueen, China, Japan, Correa 
Formofa, Cambodia, Siam, the Gentoos of coad Cormandel and Bengal, Ceylon, 
Indodan, be. From one of thefe two lad places it was fil'd brought into China on 
the following occafion. 

One of the Chinefe Emperors coming to the knowledge of a famous law that was 
taught in the wed, which was very efficacious for mdrurihig and conducting mankind 
to wifdom and virtue, and that the doftors and expounders thereof were perfons ex¬ 
tremely celebrated for their exemplary lives, and dupendous and miraculous aftions, 
be. he therefore difpatched feveral fages to find out this law, and bring it to China. 
Thefe ambaffadors, after they had. travelled, or rather erred, to and fro", the fpace of 
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altrtoft three years, arrived either in Indoftan or Malabar, where, finding this fed o! 
Boots very rife, and of mighty veneration, and being deceived by the devil, and weary 
of travelling any further, they thought they had found what they fought for ; and fo, 
without more ado, they got feventy-two books of thofe falfe tales of the natives, with 
fome able interpreters, and returned to China, where the Emperor received them moft 
kindly and joyfully, and ordered dirediy that the faid feet mould be publicly taught 
throughout all his dominions ; in which miferable biindnefs they have ever fince 
continued* 

I cannot help making an obfervation in this place, for the honour of the Chriftian 
religion; and that is, that, in all appearance, this new law, which the Chinefe Em¬ 
peror at that time had heard of, could be no other than the fir ft promulgation of the 
gofpel in and about Judea; and its being then preached to Jews as well as Gentiles 
by the holy apoftles, which was attended with lb many miracles, that it was no wonder 
the fame thereof fliould extend to the remoteft regions, and reach the ears of the 
Chinefe Emperor r and this is Hill the more probable, becaufe, by the neared calcu¬ 
lation that can be made, the time which the Emperor of China is recorded to have 
heard of the publication of this new doflrine, agrees pundually with that of die ap¬ 
pearance of our Saviour and the preaching of theapoftles* And had thefages fent by 
that Emperor proceeded as they ought, not only the great empire of China, but all 
the vaft territories adjacent, that now lie immerfed In paganifm and the dregs of fuper- 
ftidon, might have been converted, and brought to the glorious light of Chriftianity. 

Some other fefts, as that of Lanzo, are but flenderiy followed, as fa faid before, 
though their magicians and necromancers, as Thav-Boo, Thay-Boo-Twe, Thay-de- 
Lie, are the profelytes and followers thereof, and in great efteem with the Princes, 
and refpefted by the vulgar, fo that they are confulted by both in their moil: weighty 
occafions ; and they receive their opinions and falfe p redid >ns as very oracles, be¬ 
lieving they fpeak by divine infpiration, and have the pre-kno wledge of future events ; 
wherefore it is not probable that they were, of this fort that were fent to the frontiers for 
foldiers, as M, Taverniere has it* 

I know indeed that the general rummages fomedraes a certain fort of vagabonds that 
haunt every corner of the kingdom, pretending to be conjurors and fortune-tellers, 
cheating and mifleading thereby the Ample and ignorant people, and infeffing them 
with notions contrary to the belief of the fefis publicly tolerated: but as the Ton- 
queenefe are really very credulous, and ready to embrace almoft every new opinion 
they meet withal, fo are they not lefs tenacious in retaining any notions which they are 
in poffeflion of ? and obferve carefully times and feafons as good and bad, in Which 
they will not undertake any voyage or journey, nor build houfes, cultivate grounds, 
nor bargain for any thing confiderabje; nor even will they attempt, on ominous days, 
to cure their fick, bury their dead, nor in a manner tranfacl any thing without the 
advice of their foothfayers and blind wizards, who are principally divided into three 
clafies; that is, thofe who are followers of Thay-Boo, or Thay-Boo-Twe, or Thay-de- 
Lie, and have not the leaft fenfe of their being moft grofsly cheated and deluded by 
the fallacious pretenfions of thofe impudent fellows, who live wholly by felling their 
directions to them at exceffive rates, as the moft defirable and current merchandize* 
And frnce thefe pretended conjurors are fo much obferved and venerated by the de¬ 
luded people, I will defeend to the particular fundions of every one of them, and 
fpeak firft of Thay-Boa and his clafs. 

dhefe pretend to declare all fuch future events as concern marriages, building of 
houfes, and, in general, pretend to foretel the fuccefs of any bufiaefs of confequence- 
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All that come to him, or thofe of his clafs, are kindly ufed for their money, and re¬ 
ceive for anfwers what is fuppofed will fatisfy them heft, but ahvajs fo ambiguous, as 
will bear a double and doubtful interpretation. The magicians of this tribe are gene¬ 
rally blind, either born fo, or come to be fo by fome accident or other. Before they 
pronounce their fcntence on the propofed queftion, they take three pieces of copper 
coin, infcribed with characters, which they throw on the ground feveral times, and 
feel what fide of it falls uppennoft ; then prating and mumbling forae ltrange kind of 
words to themfelves, they deliver the refult of the conjuration. 

Secondly, Thay-Boo-Two, to whom they refort in all diftempers. This clafs of 
pretended magicians have their books, by which they pretend to find out the caufe 
and refuk of all ficknefs; and never mifs to tell the fick party that Ms diftempcr pro¬ 
ceeds from the devil, or fome water gods, and pretend to cure,it by the noife of 
drums, bafons, and trumpets. The conjuror of this tribe is habited very antickly, 
and fings very loud, and makes hideous noifes, pronouncing many execrations and 
blafphemous words, founding continually a fmall bell, which he holds in his hand, 
jumping and dripping as if the devil were really in him ; and all this while there is 
ilore of victuals prepared for an offering to the devil, but it is eaten by bimfelf; and 
he will continue this Iport fometimes for feveral days, till the patient be either dead or 
recovered, and then he can give an anfwer with fome certainty. 

It belongs to them to difpoffefs fuch as are poffefled by the devil, which is the ulti¬ 
mate of their conjuration, and is commonly effected in this manner. They curfe and 
moll impioufly invoke I do not know what demon; and they paint the pictures of 
devils, with horrible faces, on yellow paper, which is fixed to the wall of the houfe; 
then they fall to bawling fo terribly, and feream fo loud, dancing and flapping as is 
moft ridiculous, fometimes fearful to fee and hear. They alfo blefs and confecrate 
new houfes; and if they be fufpeCted to be haunted, they drive the devil out of them 
by their conjuration and the firing of mufkets. 

Thay-de-Lie’s bufinefs is to be confulted which are the fitteft places for burial of the 
dead; fo that the livijig relations and kindred may, by this means, be happy and for¬ 
tunate, and the like follies. 

I will fpeak nothing of Ba-Cote, becaufe they are only the pretended witches 
amongft the bafer fort. 

As for temples and Pagodas, fince the Tonqueenefe are not very devout, there are 
neither fo many, nor thofe fo fumptuous, as I have feen in fome of the neighbouring 
■countries. 
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HIS TORr OF TO N QUIN. 

From the French of Richard** 


CHAPTER I. — General Defevipfton of Tonquin: — Temperature of the Climate: — 
Variety of the Seafcns : — Hurricanes or Typhous, ivhat may be their Caufe : — Winds 
and Tides: ■— its Divifton into Provinces. — An If and abounding in Antelopes. — 
Encreafe of Land neat to the Sea. - * 

T HE word Tonquin, in the Chinefe language, fignifies Court of tKe Taft, becaufe, 
at the rime of the great extent of China, Tonquin, which was a province of 
was the feat of one of the imperial courts, which that monarchy maintained in the 
four parts of the world, as the Chinefe expreffed themfelves, being perfuaded that theii* 
dominion contained nearly all the inhabitable earth; efteeming fome neighbouring na¬ 
tions, the greater part of whom were tributary to them, as fituated at the extremity of 
the world. 

In the Tonquinefe language tin's kingdom is called An-nam, which fignifies the re- 
pofe of noon. Thefe two names designate its fit nation to the ealt, Southward of Alia, 
relatively to China. 

Il is fituated in from 17 to 23 deg. north latitude, and from 119 to 127 eaft longi¬ 
tude, and is wholly within the torrid zone. 

I o the eaft it is bounded by the province of Canton; to the weft, by the kingdoms 
of Baos ami Bowes ; to the north, by Yunion and Quanfi, provinces of China j to the 
fouth, by Cochin-China and the gulph which bears its name. Its extent is about one 
hundred and eighty leagues from north-weft to fouth-eaft, and about one hundred and 
fifty from eaft to weft. 

. Ifdte fituation of the country is confidered, the heat is not exceffive; the many 
rivers by which it is watered, and the periodic?,! rains, confiderably ditninilh its 
violence. It contains none of thofe immenfe barren fandy mountains, which caufe a 
fcorching heat in the countries bordering on the Perfian gulph, although they are 
much farther from the tropic. 

I he falubrity of the climate is not at all times the fame, even for the natives of the 
country, much lefs for ftrangers. It is healthy and temperate from the month of 
September to^the month of March. The cold is very fenfibly felt in the months of 
January and February, although they never have'either fnow or ice: it is even very 
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rare that any hail falls; that’ deftrudive meteor is almoft unknown in Tonquin. The 
temperature of the air becomes unhealthy in the months of April, May, and June, as 
well on account of the fogs and rains, as becaufe the fun then approaches its zenith 
the heat is exceflive during the months of July and Auguft. 

Hie rains, which regularly commence about May, fometimes fooner, and continue 
till Auguft, render the earth very humid, and the view of the country delightful: the 
trees are then in their full beauty; but thefe rains tend fo little to cool the air, that the 
heat is never fo intolerable as when the country is as it were inundated, and the roads 
iinpaflable, which frequently happens during the months of July and Auguft. 

1 he fummer here anfwers to the rainy feafon, when the fun is at its greateft eleva¬ 
tion, or approaches it. The heat, which continually encreafes, excites a confiderable 
evaporation, in a country for the greater part covered with waters and forefts: - the 
clouds diffolve almoft as foon as formed, again foon collect, and yield fucceflive rains, 
accompanied with florins and thunder, which are continually heard, and fometimes at 
all the points of the horizon at once; the air becomes fuffocating, lightnings glare 
over the whole atmofphere : fuch is the prevailing ftate of the temperature from the 
beginning of April till the middle of Auguft. The rains that fall during this interval 
caufe fudden inundations, which are very deftruefive in the mountainous parts of the 
country ; they tear away rocks, foil, trees, and even houfes, when they are expofed 
to the ipipetuofity of the torrents. In the level lands the waters gently fpread and 
caufe lefs ravages: they inundate the fields and villages, enter the houfes without 
deftroying them; the inhabitants go every where in boats, even into the houfes in 
towns and the villages which lie low, while the lands near the fea are dry, becaufe 
the wateis in the middle of the inundated provinces run oft bv numerous canals and 
the rivers to which they join. 


The bay of Tonquin, and the provinces bordering on it, are fometimes, during ’the 
*? m F of Auguft ati^part of September, expofed to frightful hurricanes, which are 
felt m.diftncts; for, if they were general, they would caufe a total devaftation: they 
are dreadful winds with final! rain, which in four and twenty hour* fk- tviiUri 
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lea in thefe hurricanes only efcape by being flickered by the elevated coaftsof feme 
islands winch may protecT: them ; thofe in the open fea are almoft inevitably fwallowed 
up. 1 he dtftrids where they are molt deftrudive ^ I’P I'll P 1 /ittr lunrlo in on v# jt. V 
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the year 1738 a fimilar imiption fwal lowed up more than ten thou fan d people. It 
happened at the fame time that, after a noife rd'embling the report of a cannon, with¬ 
out any tempeft or the leaft commotion in the air, the fea fuddenly rofe, and over¬ 
whelmed feveral villages near its coafts, and a few horns afterwards returned within 
its limits. It has alfo been remarked, that if it happens to thunder thefe hurricanes 
immediately ceafe; the igneous matter, which is the principle of their, commotion, 
feems to fpend itfelf by that explofion. 

Cuftom, obfervation on the (fate of the air, figns which appear in it, enable the 
Tonquinefe to foretel, with tolerable certainty, the approach of thefe tempefts, though 
not to exactly fix the day; they are, as it were, habituated to them; there are few 
years but what they are expofed to them ; fometimes even feveral hicceed each other; 
there have been known as many as feven in the fame year: they are the molt formi¬ 
dable fcourge of thefe regions. * 

The winds are regular in all the flat country, and even in. the greater part of the 
mountainous: they are fix months to the north and fix to the iouth; the former 
commence in "O&ober and Iaft till April 5 the latter begin in April and continue till 
October. 

The tides change according to the direflion of the winds, as well as the feafons: 
in Europe they flow fix hours and ebb for the lame period. At Tonquin, and adjoin¬ 
ing parts it only flows and ebbs once every four and twenty hours, except at/lie new 
and full moon. The Tonquinefe, although but little able to calculate the courfe of the 
moon, yet are pretty exact as to the time and changes of die tides; they have a kind 
of routine which ferves them for a guide; for they are not all fumciently iiiftru&ed to 
derive any information from the rude almanack, which The government of this country 
caufesto be made every year, which is one of the moil important employment q! lorae 
of the mandareens of the firft order- The high tides occur in the months of Novem¬ 
ber, December, and January, during the prevalence of the north wind; and the 
loweft in the months of May, June and July, which are in the fouth wind. 

The kingdom of Tonquin is divided into eleven provinces four are named pro¬ 
vinces of the eaft, weft, north and fouth, according to their fituation, in rclpefl; to the 

royal 

* The navigator Darrtpierre, who vifited Tonquin, and penetrated con fide rat) tv into the interior of the 
country, and who likewife received information fi-om the Engliih merchants, fettled for a long time at 
Kaclio or Kecho, the capital of this kingdom, divides it into eight great provinces, four of which have 
no other names than ox provinces of the four cardinal points. The fifth, which is in the centre is called 
Kacho or Kecho the fame as the capital; the other three are Tenam, Tenchoa, and Nglieam. This 
divilion agrees pretty well with ours : time and other caufes may have fomewhat altered this diihjbution, 
fuch as Dampierre learnt From the Engliih, about the year. 1686; we lhall mention it here, as it will fervd 
to give an idea of the produtliona of Tonquin, and the fituation of its chief places. 

The province of Tenam is the moil eaftern : it lias China on the S. E. The iiland of Ay nan ami the 
fea to the S. and S. W. and the province of the Eail to the N. W. its extent is middling and its chief pro- 
dnSion coiififis in rice. 

The province of the Eail extends from that of Tenam to that of the North : it is bounded on the eail by 
China, to the well by part of the province of the fouth, and by the province of Kacho, to the fouth 
by the fea. It is very large, extremely low, and nearly filled with i(lands, particularly in the iouth- 
eaft part, which the fea bounds 011 the fide of Tenam. The capital and feat of government is Hi'an 
It produces abundance of rice and cattle, and the inhabitatns of the fea coalls carry on a confiderablc 
Siherv. 

The province of the South is a triangular iiland, enclofed to the eail by a river which Danipierre calls 
Domea, or rather by the two arms of the fame river, which Baron calls Songkoy. It is a very low country 
Abounding in rice and cattle. 

Tenchoa, fituated weftward of the river Rukbo, is bounded on the north by the province of the well 
on the call by the iiland of Ay nan, and on the fouth by the fea : its riches confik in rice and cattle. 

Nghcam, 
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royal city which (lands in the middle of thefe four provinces, the others are X’u tien 
Kuong, X’u Huang Hoa, which border on China, X’u Then, X’u Kafbang, this 
laft joins Junna’n, X’u Thank, X’u Nghe, one part of which is a frontier to Cochin- 
China, and another to Laos, and laltly the province of Jen Qua tig which, properly 
fpeaking, is only a part of the province of the Eaft, although it has a feparate name. 

Tlie interior of the country is eroded by a navigable river, nearly the whole breadth 
of the kingdom : it runs from north to Iouth it difeharges itfelf into the bay of Tonquin ; 
it is called Songkoy ; there are feveral iflands in it fome of which are inhabited, and the 
others are ufed for filhing. This river receives feveral others, both from the eaft and 
weft, which are advantageous to the inland navigation of the country and communi¬ 
cate with the numerous canals, which ferve to tranfport their merchandize, as well as 
to water their rice. Thefe numerous canals and navigable rivers, are the caufe that 
the roads are but badly maintained, becaufe the Tonquinefe find it more convenient to 
ufe boats to pafs from one place to another, than any other method of travelling. 

The bay of Tonquin is very extenfive, and contains feveral iflands, fome of which 
are inhabited : the chief is called by the inhabitants Twon-bene. The Dutch call it the 
ifle of Brigands, perhaps becaufe it is there that the advanced guard is ftationed, the chiefs 
of which exercile the inoft lucrative office in the kingdom, the right of collecting the 
duty on the veflefs that enter the provinces of Tenchoa and Ngheam: every large 
veffel pays a rix-dollar and a half, and in proportion for fmaller ones. The annual 
revenue of this tax, cannot be lefs than a million. This illand is fituated in 19 deg. 
15 min. north latitude, and is fcarcely more than five leagues in circuit, it is a league 
from the coaft, the foil is elevated and rocky, interfefted with fmall mountains, and 
is little adapted for agriculture : its inhabitants breed but fevfr cattle; but it contains 
an immenfe number of antelopes which keep among the rocks and thickets, to the 
increafe of which the natives ought to pay attention, as they obtain mulk from them, 
which with them is an object of confiderable trade * *. 


Ngheam, fituated to the eaft of Tenchoa, is bounded to the fouth and weft by Cochin-China, and 
to the north by the province of the Weft. It is very extenfive and joins to the advantages of tire 
other provinces that of being conftantly protected by troops agalnft the attacks and furprifes of . the 
Cochin-Chinefe. 

_ province of the weft has Ngheam to the fouth, the kingdom of Laos to the Weft, the province of 
Kacho to the eaft, and to llie iouth the province of the North, It is large, very pleafant, rich in wood and 
pa il lire ; it produces confiderable quantities of lacker and filk. 

The province of the North is a vaft coimtry.conftituting the whole of the kingdom ; it lias the kingdom of 
Laos to the weft, China on the eaft and north: the kingdom of IVrtos or Bowes to the north-weft and the 
three provinces of the W eft, of Kacho, and of the Laft to tire Iouth ; in its vail extent it is diverfifted in the 
quality of its foil ; the greater part is covered with high mountains, which produce gold, marble and num¬ 
ber of wild elephants. The other diftrifts produce lacker, filk, cinnamon, and different articles of commerce. 

The province ofKacho forms the centre of the kingdom, between the provinces of the Halt, Weft, North, 
and South. Dampierre, who had time to vifit it, no lefs praifes its fertility than its pleafantnefs : it is not 
deficient in wood, but rice, lacker, and filk are the chief objefts of trade. 

* The muff which comes from Tonquin is ot the firft quality, it is moft probable that the antelopes 
which afford it are chiefly of this ifland. It is known that this animal eats fuakes in preference to any 
other food; and the foil of t hi s ifland muft be very favourable to the multiplication of thefe reptiles, 
bmee our moft celebrated natiiraliftg feem to diftinguiih the animal that bears muflt from the antelope, 
and that tor want of knowing it, and of having compared it with the antelope, there is every reaton to 
believe that it js not ot a different kind. Tliofe moft acquainted with the antelope, fay they are about the 
lize ot a lmal! deer, brown, fometiincs fpotted with brighter fpotsof the fame colour; the bag which con¬ 
tains the perfume is fituated near the navel of the animal; it refembles a fmall purfe, and is fu reminded 
with a very delicate flan, covered with very fine foft hair : this purfe or bag is about tlirce inches long, two 
bread, and half an inch in depth; the nmik collefta in the bag, and adheres round it like a kind of fait. 

A fmall 
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A filial! bay to the weft ward of this ifle, is very celebrated in the country for the 
;pearl fifhery carried on there, but which no perfon can praftife without a fpecial licence 
from the court. There are fome other iflands near the coaft, which ferve as the iter 
to the fithing boats, which are very numerous in a country where next to rice fifh is 
the moll common food. 

It mull likewife be obferved that the fea of Tonquin, fo far from gaining on the 
land, vifibly recedes from it. Thus the greater part of the iflands above mentioned, 
will in time be joined to the continent. 1 he tradition of the country is, that the pro¬ 
vince of the South, which is one of the moll conliderable in the kingdom has luccef- 
lively emerged from the bofom of the deep. At prefent it is at leall thirty leagues in 
length, following the courfe of the river Songkoy, which takes its rife in the loity 
mountains of China, and after a long courfe wafhes the walls of the King’s palace, and 
erodes the capital. This city is now at leall 30 leagues from the fea, and it is faid, that 
formerly the difemboguement of the river into the; fea, was fome leagues above this 
fame city. What gives fome probability to this opinion is, that feveral towns and 
villages, which within the memory of man were fituated on the fea coaft, are now 
more than half a league diftant from it. Thefe lands are not yet folid enough to be 
capable of culture, or producing grain, but it already produces wood fit for fuel, and 
even for building houfes: they furnilh abundance of thofe rulhes, which the inhabitants 
ufe to make beautiful mats, and to cover their houfes. 

To judge by the quantity of fand and fhallows which lie between the two principal 
mouths of the river, which extend for more than two leagues of coaft, it may be lup- 
pofed that the province of the South will continue to increafe. Thefe two mouths are 
about 20 leagues diftant from each other. The chief, which Europeans call Dotnea, 
is the only one they enter, it is encumbered with a bar of about two miles in length, 
the channel of which is more than half a mile wide, and is bounded on each fide by 
lands which render the paflage difficult, and even dangerous to ftrange veflels, which 
not only require a pilot of the country, but cannot clear it during low water. 1 he 
filhermen ferve as pilots. They inhabit a village called Batcha, io advantageoufly" 
lituated at the mouth of the river that they can fee every fhip that approaches, or hear 
the report of the cannon that European veflfels difehargeon their arrival. The entrance 
to the river is known by a mountain called the Elephant, for which they fleer N.W. * N.; 
making dire&Iy for the land, it fhoals to fix fathom, they are then only two or three 
miles from the entrance of the bar, they bear up as much as polfible N.N.W. where 
they anchor to wait for pilots. 

The other provinces of Tonquin fituated on the Tea, to the eaflward, receive but 
little of thefe acquifitions, becaufe they have fo many rivers as crofs the province of the 
South, and empty themfelves into the fea at its fouthern extremity. 

CHAP. H.— Topographical Dcfcription of Tonquin ,— Capital of the Kingdom .— 

The King’s Palace. — Chief Cities . — Great Roads. — Inhabitants of the mountainous 

Country. —Productions and Culture of the Rands.—fertility of the Soil. — Grounds and 

Lakesfiled with Fijh. — Fruits. — Flowers. — Domeftic and wild Animals. 

TONQUIN may be divided into two general parts, mountainous and flat country. 
The frontiers towards China, a part of Cochin-China and the kingdom of Laos are 
found by extenfivc mountains, moftly covered with immenfe forefls : it feems that they 
would all he fertile if cultivated: they are not defaced by dry and barren rocks like 
llie Alps, they more referable that part of the Apennines which extend from Genoa 
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to the Adriatic Sea from weft to eafl by the fouth. The woods are very beautiful; gold, 
filver, iron, yellow, red and black copper, which is much efteemed in the country, are 
found in them. 

The low part of Tonquin much refembles Holland by its many canals, dykes, 
rivers, and lakes. The fmgle province of the Weft is watered by feven large rivers, 
which unite about 15 leagues above the royal city, and form a kind of fea or large lake, 
many branches iffue from it, which uniting at different diftances, form confiderable 
rivers. 

The province of the South affords a Angular appearance throughout its whole extent, 
by the number of canals and rivers which interfect it, and which are all covered with 
boats. It is therefore that this is one of the damped countries known: although 
iituated in the midft of the torrid zone, thofe fcorching droughts which deftroy the 
productions of nature, are never experienced in it; but they are expofed to all the 
inconveniences of a damp heat, which occafions a number of difeafes. 

Tonquin in general is well peopled: there are few cities, but many towns and villages 
or aldees, fo clofe to each other every where that is not covered by water, that they 
feein to form but one continuation of dwellings, all belonging to the fame community, 
fo that at firft fight it is difficult to diftinguifh them one from another. It is faid that it 
is not uncommon to meet with towns containing thirty, forty, and even a hundred 
thoufand fouls, which is equal in point of population to the largeft dyes of Europe. 

The only city, which properly deferves that name, is Eacho, or Kecho, the capital 
of the kingdom. The king refides there: it is fituated on the river Songkay, 40 
leagues from the fea, in 21 0 N. lat. In fize it may be compared with the moft cele¬ 
brated cities of Afia, and its circumference is reckoned at lead equal to that of Paris; 
but no city, that is known, equals it for population, efpecially on the firft and fifteenth 
of each moon, when the large markets are held, which attraft nearly all the inhabi¬ 
tants of the towns and villages within a confiderable diftance. One may judge of the 
multitudes of people that are then collefited, and thus fuddenly augmented by millions 
ol fouls, to fuch a degree, that it is making great progrels to advance a hundred paces 
in half an hour, although the fli eets are very broad. Notwithftandmg this innumerable 
crowd, the moft perfect order prevails throughout the city. Every kind of merchan¬ 
dize fold there has its particular ftreet affigned to it, which belongs to one, two or 
more villages, who alone have a right to keep fliop there. 

T.he ftieets of Eacho aie large and handfome, paved with brick, except where the 
elephants, horfes King’s carriages, and cattle pafs. Two-thirds of the houfes are of 
wood 5 the reft of brick $ among thefe are the ftores of the foreign merchants* diftin* 
guifhable amid a multitude of cabins built of bamboo and day, u 

The palaces of the mandarins and public edifices, which occupy large trafts have 
nothing remarkable in them but a large wooden building which conftkutes the chief 
part, and is built morefohd than the generality of houfes, and are ornamented with 
fculpture and paintings: the interior is divided into feveral chambers ; the pavement and 
flooring is neat, and the roof of tiles of different colours is well contrived. 

The common houfes are compofed of roofs Supported on polls, generally covered 
with firawfea-reeds, or large leaves, which laft 30 or 40 years, if no accidem happens 
to them. I hey have neither cielmgs, nor ftories; they are merely divided by boarded 
partitions for different ules; they have all only the bare ground. ' They have no nlafs 
J? the ‘ r Y mciows; u 1S Icareely known in this country; its place is fupplied by open 
linen and mats of bamboo or rattan, fo fine as to be alraoft tranfparent. 
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In the manner the houfes are built, fires are to be dreaded, and prevented by the 
utmoft precaution: it is therefore forbidden to keep fires during the night, and they are 
only permitted during certain hours in the day; the police pay vifits when leaft’ ex¬ 
pected, and tbofe who are found with fires during the prohibited time are fined. 

The utuiofl order in general prevails in this capital: it is divided into quarters and 
bodies of trades, each having their chief, and forming different communities, which have 
their own peculiar police and laws. Their commerce is very great, and carried on by 
means of barks and boats on the large river which croffes it. Each boat pays about 
two-pence halfpenny for anchorage, which produces confiderable films. The number 
of boats is fo prodigious that it is difficult to approach the ffiores of the river: our 
rivers and mod commercial ports, even Venice, with all its gondolas and beats, can give 
no idea of the buftle and population of the river at Kecho, although only thofe who 
are neceffary to conduct the boats and proteft the goods remain in them: all the mer¬ 
chants having houfes in tiie neighbouring villages, none of them living in velfels, as 
fome accounts affert, and among others that of Tavernier. 

The King's palace occupies a part of the city; it has an inclofure of walls, entirely 
hid by the furrounding houfes. Thefe walls are laid to be three leagues in circum¬ 
ference, fix or feven feet high, and nearly as thick, which forms a public promenade. 
This quarter is the handfomeft and bell built of the city; it is inhabited by the most 
diftinguifhed people : the grandees of the kingdom, the courts of jufticeare in it, and 
the land is exceffivcly dear to thofe who would build there. The architecture of the 
palace is not more diftinguiihed than of the principal edifices of the city: its entrance 
announces nothing of the grandeur of the monarch that inhabits it, nor of the wealth it 
contains: little of its interior is known, except that fculpture and painting are carried 
as far as the Hate of thofe arts in this country will allow. The buildings are of the finelt 
wood and brick j gold and filver reigns throughout in profufion : there are gardens 
parks, canals, ponds, and every thing that can contribute to the amufement and accom¬ 
modation of thofe who pafs their Lives in it; efpecially the prince's wives, who never 
quit it, nor the women and eunuchs who wait on them. 

Before the revolution which eftabliffied the prefent government of Tonquin, the 
buildings were much handfomer and more foil'd than they are at prefent. The triple 
walls of the old city and of the ancient palace, its courts paved with marble, the ruins 
of its gates and lodges, give fome idea of what it was in its fplendour, and makes one 
regret the deftruCtion of one of the finefl and moil extenfive edifices of Afia. 

At prefent the royal city itfelf has no walls, nor any external defence, like the other 
cities, or confiderable places of this kingdom j it has only an enclofure formed by live 
hedges of bamboos, which in fact is a better protection from thieves, and even from a 
hidden affault from troops, than any walls they could build in this country. 

The environs of the royal city, are the conftant quarters of a numerous militia, that 
the King keeps ready for any event. The arfenal, and other magazines of warlike flares, 
are on the banks of the river. 

On the other fide of the Songkoy is the camp or Chinefe city; formerly foreigners 
and even Europeans were admitted into the royal city; they are now totally excluded: 
the reafon is, that the Chinefe becoming very rich, and very numerous in Tonquin, 
being befides proud and perfevering in their undertakings, they are fearful they might 
become powerful enough to excite revolt, as they have done at Batavia, the Manillas, 
Siam, and other parts of the eaft, where commerce has attracted them ; they were even 
more to be feared in Tonquin than any where c]fq» becaufe the kingdom, having once 
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formed part of, the empire of China; they would have more pretences, and perhaps 
greater means of exciting a revolution. They are however permitted to go all over the 
kingdom, where they carry on an immenfe trade, and are even received into the royal 
city, but may not fettle there. All other foreigners arc forbidden to enter, or even to 
approach it without exprefs permiflion. 

Next to the capital, Hean is the rnoft confiderable city in all Tonquin; it contains 
more than 10,000 houfes, and befides occupies a vafl extent, on account of the manner 
of building. The inhabitants are very rich; it is one of the chief markets of the 
kingdom ; it is fituated on the light bank of the river, four or five days’ journey from 
its mouth. 

Five or fix leagues from the mouth of the river, is another city called Domea, much 
lefs than Hean, but well known to ftrangers, becaufe it is in a bay formed by the 
river oppofite to it, that they anchor, and it is there only they arc allowed to form efta- 
bliflimems to carry on their commerce. 

Thefe cities, as well as almolt all habitations, are furrour.ded with live hedges of 
bamboo. Wealthy individuals are known by the fame enclofure round their houfes 
and gardens, which added to the arequiers which they plant in alleys, form an 
.agreeable coup d’oeil, and reprefent all the towns and villages as fo many parks 
ornamented with gardens and houfes. In the low lands they are obliged to confirufit 
elevations, on which they build their houfes, to avoid the waters during the times of 
the inundations. 

The high roads of thefe provinces are maintained at the public expence; they are 
broad, high enough not to be inundated during the Hoods; but not being paved, and 
being much frequented, in the rainy feafons they form a kind of mailive mud, which 
can only be got through by walking barefooted, which all the Tonquinefe do, with the 
exception of the mandarins, and other diflinguilhed perfons, who alone poffefs horfes 
or have a right to ufe them. Rich people, fuch as merchants, principal farmers, are 
carried in a kind of hammock, tied to the two ends of a pole, that two, four or more 
men carry on their Ifaoulders. 

The keeping of bye roads is at tile expence of the inhabitants of the towns or 
villages, to which they ferve as communication from one place to another. There are 
no bridges over the large rivers, the Chinefe had built ftoneones, when Tonquin was 
iubjeft to them: the Kings have had them every where deflroyed, to prevent eafy 
communications to an enemy in time of war. There are feme over the 1'maller rivers 
and canals, built of wood and covered with tiles. Moll of them are made of poles of 
bamboo, one end of which refts on the fide of the canal or river, and the other refts 
againft a fimilar one from the oppofite fide; fo as to form a rather elevated angle 
thus ; bridges oi this kind are very ileep to afeend, and Hill more difficult to 

defeend; only the moil a&ive of the Tonquinefe can pafs them with eafe. They are 

built by the bonzes, and are covered in with roofs of thin poles, overlaid with ruihes 
or leaves. 

In the inhabited mountainous country, in great part covered with woods, the houfes 
are railed [even or eight feet above the ground and placed on polls: the floor is con- 
uructed with canes; under tins floor ferves as a liable for the cattle. A i'quare of about 
four feet covered with day, on which they light their fire, is their only fire-place or 
kitchen; there is neither chimney nor pipe to let out the finqke, which penetrates every 
wheie, and which their uncouth people feem to end are without any inconvenience: they 
even conn tier it as beneficial to prderve their buildings. 

4 Y 2 


In 


716 history of tonqtjin. 

In the mountainous country the habitations are dtfperfed without any order, at con* 
fiderable diltances from each other; but they all depend on the chief place of their 
didrift, and are under magiftrates acknowledged by the inhabitants, although the 
effects of the general police are lefs vilible in this woody and mountainous country than 
in the flat provinces: fume are even fo ignorant and barbarous, that they may be com¬ 
pared to the lavages of America. 

Fifhermen, and thofe belonging to the inland navigation of the kingdom, live on the 
rivers and canals, in cabins built on floats of cane: thefe kind of houfes are faftened 
to the fhore by lines forty or fifty feet long, which ferve for cordage j they are very 
ftrong, and laft a long time. 

The cultivation of the lands is eafy : the rice harrefts, which is the chief food of the 
nation, never fail, and are alnioft always very plentiful. 

The care of cultivating this grain, as neceflary in the Eafl; as corn is in Europe, is 
the chief object with theTonquinefe, and keeps them conflantly employed. It is made 
to flioot in the houfe in troughs placed for that purpofe, it is then fown very thick, in 
beds well watered, which are afterwards beat down, and levelled as exactly as polfible 
as foon as it is dry, it fprings up very quick; in five or fix weeks it is fit to tranfplant, 
and it is put in fields prepared for it, where it is planted Item by Item. This work irf 
done by women. 

The rice grows, ripens, and is gathered in about three months, reckoning from the- 
day it is tranfplanted. They generally have two crops in the year in the low lands, 
which, as they have water at will from the rivers and canals, are always kept well 
watered. The land is difpofed in fmall ridges, in the furrows between which they can 
convey the water and keep it at the neceflary height. Thofe who reap the rice are 
up to their knees in water. 

In the mountainous land, where they have not the fame command of water, they 
have but one crop in the year, in the fifth or fixth moon, which pretty nearly anfwers 
to our June. 

The rice-plant grows to the height of three or four feet: its leaf is larger than that 
of wheat; it bears two broad Items, much divided, furnilhed with oblong flat grains ; 
the Items are covered with a beard two or three inches long, forked at the end, and 
generally briltled at the bottom. In general the grain is white, enveloped in a firlt 
ikin, brown or of a deep yellow, which mud be taken off before the rice is ufed for 
food. There is different coloured rice, yellow, red, white and black; there is even a 
kind which has rather an agreeable fmell: it is that which, by preference, is offered up 
to the idols. All thefe kinds are eaten 5 ; That from which arrack is diltilled is never 
ufed for food but when the other kinds cannot be had, being very hard to digeft. 

It has been proved that if the Tonquinefe were more induftrious they might have a 
third crop from their lands, by fowing barley in the intervals between the rice on the 
ridges. I he Chinefe do this in their moil fertile provinces. But this is not praCtifed in 
fonquin: they fow no corn, they have no vines, they have not even any meadows j 
but they gather grafs enough for their cattle, in the intervals of the ridges where 
the rice grows, under the trees, by the fides of the roads, and the paths which feparate 
the lands. 

Let it be added, that the fame fields which produce the rice furnilh an aftonifliing 
abundance of fifli of all kinds, and even very beautiful ones, brought by the great 
inundations, and which find a food that fuits them makes them remain. When the 
waters retire, there remain lilh enough in the pools and ditches to breed and replenilh 
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the fields of rice in the time of the floods. When they drain the lands to draw off 
the fuperabundant water to prepare them? each village lets out the fifliing in their own 
diflrifi; '■ what remains in low places and in the ditches is fufficient for their ulual 
eonfumption. 

There is a eonfiderabte diftritt in the province of the South, which refembles a lake, 
and which never entirely drys up ; when there is leaft water on it, that is about the 
fifth moon, they fow rice on it, which they have time toreap before the rainy feafon. 
When there is too much water to expeffc any crop, thofe who inhabit the borders of 
this lake, filh up a prodigious quantity of fmall crabs, which refetnble crayfilh. Thefa 
crabs are much efteemed, and fen r e all the year as lauce to their filh, of which the 
people make their common food . 

The molt common fruits of Tonquin, are not inferior in quality, to thofe of other 
eaftern countries: but the oranges are much fuperior, and of feveral kinds. The 
other fruits are bananas, pine-apples, guavas, papas, fapodiilas. The lechea, which 
the inhabitants call bejay, grows on a high tree, whofe leaves are like the laurel: the 
fruit appears in grapes on the branches, and each grain takes the form-of a heart, the 
fize of a fmall hen’s egg. When ripe it is of a critnfon red : its /hell is thin, roughi 
and eafily opens. The fight and tafte are equally gratified by the excellence and 
beauty of this fruit: it does not keep more than forty days : it is ripe in April. About 
that time, the King’s talle-officers put their feal on thofe trees, which promife the befl: 
bejay, without enquiring whom they belong to, and the owners not only muft not 
touch them, but are obliged to attend to the prefervation of thofe fruits relerved and 
marked for the court. 

The prune or date tree, called john, or dragon’s egg, is very common in this country ; 
the tree is large, its fruit is the fize of a final! plumb, of a pale olive, or dead leaf 
colour, and its tafte delicious. This fruit being very heating, is confidered as unwhole- 
fome, notwithftanding the pleafure they take in eating it. 

The taca or mite, the largeft fruit in the world*, fince fomc of them weigh above 
a hundred poundsit grows larger in Tonquin than elfewhere ; it grows from the 
very body of the tree, or its largeft branches. There are two kinds of it, the one 
known by the name of barca is the beft, of a folid confiftence, and has the tafte of a 
melon, but it is hard to digeft : if eaten to excefs it caufes a peftilenrial diforder, which 
the natives call morxi. The other kind, called papa or giralal, is fofri/h, of an infipid 
tafte, and of a much inferior quality to the firft j it is only in requeft for its nuts or 
cheftnuts. The feafon of this fruit lafts from March to September. 

They have many mulberry trees, but lefs efteemed for their fruit than as they ferve 
for food to the worm that produces filk, which is here fo common, that fluffs of it 
ferve to clothe the very pooreft fort of people. 

There are many other fruit-trees, which it would be difficult to deferibe to Eu¬ 
ropeans merely by their names. They have neither apples, pears,-apricots, nor peaches,, 
nor have they any cabbages, artichokes,, nor of our common plants and roots. 

Sugar-canes grow fpontaneoufly ; but the Tonquinefe do not underftand refining 
fugar; neverthelefs they ule it in the common fervices of life, and make preferves of 
fruits and roots with it, which keep a long rime, notwithftanding the prevailing humi¬ 
dity of their atmofphere. 

They care little about flowers, and the culture of them is entirely neglefled : among 
their bullies they have very fine rofes; the mod remarkable of which are white mingled 
with purple* of a grateful odour; there are others, which are yellow and red* but 

* The Durio of Siam. — Tr. 
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void of Fragrance, the ftaiks of which have no thorns. The lily is common, a* 
in all the other countries of India : it is white like tljofe of Europe, with a tall Item, 
but the flower is fmalier. The Perfian jafmin is common in all the hedges. The 
flowers they moft: value, is a kind of caper, white or red, of an excellent perfume, 
and lafts at Ieall a fortnight after it is gathered. Women of quality ufc them to 
ornament their drefs. 

Among domeftic animals, oxen and buffalos only are ufed for labour: they never 
eat them, though their religion does not forbid the ufe of them, as in other parts 
of India. 

Their horfes are final!, but fpirited and flout, though only the Prince and fome 
mandarins ufe them, and they are rather efteemed as an appendage oF pomp, than 
of any real utility. They have no affes nor fheep ; there are few goats, but they breed 
a great many pigs, the nefli of which is wholefome and well-flavoured. They have 
cats which are of no ufe, as they will not catch rats; the dogs carry on the war with 
thofe troublefome animals: the people eat cats, dogs, and rats. Poultry, fuch as 
fowls, ducks, and geefe are in great abundance ; they are to be met with every where, 
even in the woods, where diey multiply exceedingly without any care. The inhabit¬ 
ants of Tonquin, as well as thofe of China, hatch ducks’ eggs in ovens, and 
amazingly encreafe the number by that means. The canals, rivers and fields are 
covered with different kinds of birds fit for the table ; they are taken with nets or fnares; 
for though hunting and fifhing are allowed freely all over the kingdom, the ufe of fire 
arms is forbidden, under pain of death. 

The forefts of the provinces fituated in the mountains contain flags, deer and wild 
boars: there are alfo peacocks, a fpecies of partridge peculiar to the country, quails, 
and other birds. The tigers render the neighbourhood of the forefts very dangerous; 
they are of different fizes, fome of them eight or ten feet long, are of an amazing 
ftrength, catch up the Iargeft buffalos, and carry them off with aftoniffiing celerity. 

The wild elephants are not lefs formidable: when they efcape from the woods, into 
the fields, they overturn houfes and kill the inhabitants. The forefts are peopled with 
monkies of all fizes and fpecies: fome have dogs’ heads, iome are according, to the 
accounts of the inhabitants, fix or feven feet high. Parrots are not lefs numerous, 
and both are very deftrudtive to the rice and fruits, and the inhabitants take every 
pollible means to deftroy or at leaft drive them away. 

CHAP. III. — Population of the Country : — Char after and Difference of the Inhabit¬ 
ants : — Manners > Perfon and Corporeal Qualities : — Drefs. 

TONQUIN may be confidered as the moft populous country in the world, 
efpecially in the four provinces, which furround the royal city. The wooded country 
is lefs peopled, although well inhabited. 

There are neither fortified places, nor walled cities in the whole kingdom. They 
reckon nine thoufand towns, defignated by the title Xa, and three thoufand annexed 
to them called Trai: many villages or communities depend on thefe principal places. 

The Tonquinefe nation, although fubjett to the fame empire and the fame laws, 
is compofed of different races of men, who only have an external refemblance and 
whofe difpofitions are wholly different. 

The people inhabiting the mountains live by hunting, and the productions of the 
ground they cultivate round their habitations, without having lcarcely any connection 
with the inhabitants of the plains, and are looked upon by the reft of the Ton- 
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quinefe as a favage nation* They are a quiet people, and give the government no 
uneafmefs, though it is known that if occafion required, they could furnifh the belt 
and braveft foldiers in the nation. 

Thefe mountains are alfo peopled by a nation entirely different from thofe we have 
juft mentioned: they are of Tartar or Chinefe origin, only inhabit the forefls, often 
change their dwelling, efpecially when they find the earth they cultivate does not 
anfwer to their labour, and begins to be exhaufted. This lingular nation is the mod 
poliihed of Tonquin, the moft inftrudted in the fcience of the Chinefe characters, and 
carry on a trade with the low lands, but little know yet which enriches them. 

It may be fuppoftd, that this people beft underftand how to derive any advantage 
from the metals contained in the mountains, and the valuable woods they bear, 
efpecially cinnamon, which is very common ; but which is forbidden to be cut or 
fold, except on the King’s account, who referves the trade in it exclufively to 
himfelf. 

The hunters of this nation are very expert with the bow ; they have the fecret of 
poifoning their arrows, and of giving fo exaft a degree of activity to their poifon, that 
they know how far the wild animals they wound can run before they die: therefore 
after they have hit their mark, they remain very quiet; affured of fuccefs, they go to 
pick up their prey in the place they expeCfc to find it, and are feldora miftaken. This 
poifon does not prevent their eating the animals that die by it without any inconve¬ 
nience. Thieves dare not approach their habitations; the very tigers feem to dread 
them. Thefe talents pafs for diftinguilhed qualities with the reft of the Tonquinefe, 
and caufe them to be looked upon as men favoured by nature, and worthy of efteem j 
they are even fuppofed to poiTefs fupeniatural fecrets. They never leave their moun¬ 
tains, except to pay their tributes at the royal city. 

The greater part of the people of the low lands are rude and fimple, who are 
generally governed by an excels of credulity or fuperftition. 

It fometimes happens that the great river which defcends from the mountains of 
China, and runs through the kingdom, fwelled by the melting of the fnows and the rains 
which fall at the end of fpring, caufes fuch terrible inundations, that the country 
feems threatened with ruin : whole provinces are covered with water, with an infinite 
lofs of provifions to the inhabitants, who are obliged to take Ihelter in their boats, and 
gain the elevated country, where they feek the means of fubfiftence till the waters 
retire. 

Both men and women among the Tonquinefe are of a middling ftature, but well 
proportioned, the face broad, without being fo flat as that of the Chinefe, the eyes and 
nofe fmall, their hair long and black. The men have little beard, which they fuffer 
to grow : the boys muft fliave the top of the head in the form of a crefcent. Few 
of them are deformed ; the women are handfome. They are much the fame colour 
as the Portuguefe and Spaniards. 

Although the children of both fexes have very white teeth, as foon as they attain the 
age offeventeen or eighteen, they black them like the Japanefe: like the Chinefe they 
alfo let their nails grow: the longer they are, the handfomer they are efteemed ; but 
this cuftom is confined to the higher claffes. The women dye their nails red; there 
is even a certain degree of elegance in having the hands and feet tinted with a flight 
lhade of that colour. 

The common people neither wear ftockings, flioes, nor drawers; the men’s hafiit 
con fills of a piece of linen fever al ells in length, with which they gird their loins, 
and cover what modefty directs them to conceal } and of a long habit with very wide 
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fleeves, which crofTes, anti ties with a band on the right fide, and covers all the body. 
When at work or walking, they in general only wear the doth round their loins. 

The women are modeftly clothed; they wear a long petticoat, and one or feveral 
habirs, of the fame formas thofe of the men, but Ihorter ; they cover the bofom with 
a piece of linen or filk in the form of a heart: they have ear-rings and bracelets 
of gold or filver : they wear no necklaces ; they generally go with legs and feet naked, 
like the men. 

Rich or dignified people, wear very long and wide drawers, an under waiftcoat with 
tight fleeves and Ihort, of the fame form as their habit, and a long robe over. In 
vifuing, both rich and poor Ihould have a longer and wider habit than in common, the 
fleeves of which reach the ground : it Ihould be of linen, filk being too common in 
this country : they cover their heads with a hat made of two leaves of a tree, which 
are ftrong enough to fhelter them from the fun and rain. A particular law in Ton- 
quin forbids the public ufe of fandals and flioes to all except learned men, and thofe 
who have attained the rank of doftor ; but in their houfes they generally wear a kind 
of flipper divided into two parts, one for the great toe, and the other for the remain¬ 
der of the toes, which, they fay, originates in that the amient Tonquinefe had the great 
toe at a great diftance from the others : thefe flippers have no heels. 

1 heir habits are of different colours, the mod common is white, that is the natural 
colour of the filk, or linen; black is for the moll diftinguifhed perfonages. The 
mandarins and their officers when officiating in their employments, or when they 
go to court, wear robes ol a Aiming black, approaching to a dull violet colour. 

As long hair is confidered a beauty at Tonquin, it forms part of their drefs of cere¬ 
mony. Men and women generally tuck it up, and tie it in a knot behind ; but when 
they appear before a iuperior, they let it down through refped: the women even 
conceal part of the face with it. The foldiers when at exercife and artifans when at 
work, tuck it up under their bonnets, or tie it on the top of the head. 

ihey do not clothe children till the age of fix or feven ; fome give them a waift- 
coat, which only reaches the navel, but moll of them are entirely naked. 

CHAP. IV. — Taxes : — Public Works : — Right of Inheritance : — Language : _ 

Marriages ; — Divorce ; — Sumptuary Laws : — Cujlom of Adoption : — Debtors and 

Creditors . 

'1 HE condition of the people is very wretched j they are obliged to pay heavy taxes 
cmd are fubject to hard labour. Every man from the age of eighteen or twenty pays 
head money, from three to fix rix-dollars per annum; the price is proportioned to 
the wealth of the territory of the town or village, to which he belongs. This tax is 
collected in April and October, which are the rice harveits : it is generally taken in 
kind; therefore the quantity is not fixed, but is proportioned to the produce. A 
merchant fettled in the capital, befides the taxes he pays for his trade, is not the lefs 
liable to the capitulation in the place from whence he orginates, and to all other 
lervfces by the fame reafon. There are only royal exemptions ; the King’s domeftics 
minifters of ftate, public officers ; the literati, from the rank of fingdo, the firft ftep 
that gives rank in the Hate, and which anfwers to bachelor in our univerfities - 
officers, foldiers, , and fome who purchafe this privilege ; and that only for their own 
life \ which is only obtained byjntereft. 

In the villages, whofe territory is barren, or very poor, the inhabitants who are not 
able to pay the tax in rice or money, are employed to cut grafs for the elephants, and 
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ftate horfes. However diftant they may be, they are obliged to fend it at their own 

expenfe to the capital. . „,. „ , - . 

Befide this tax, every Tonquinefe, not exempt, is fubject to the vecquan, or lervice 
of the monarch, that is to fay, they are obliged, either by themfelves or by thole they 
hire, to labour at the public works, the chief of which are the walls of the king s 
palace, the high roads, the buildings for the magiflrates, the arfenals, bridges, &c. 

Artifans of all profeffions mull employ fix months in the year at the vecquan, 
without ally hope of rocoTupcnfe for their labour i the molt they c^n expeft, ho^n a, 
mild and humane public officer, is their food. 1 he reft of the year is abfolutely their 
own ; time little enough to maintain a numerous family. _ ^ , 

Property is in general refpeffed, even by the king; by which fome Tonquinefe rife 
above the common mifery, when they have courage and induftry enough to endeavour 
to make their fortune by trade. 

The Chinefe having" for a long time been mailers of Tonqum, have introduced 
their laws, language, characters, or manner of writing, and religion. 1 he cuftoms 
of Tonquin are ftill very like thofe of China, with the exception of fome few points 
which diftinguifli them. The Chinefe language is ftill their literary one: but the 
Tonquinefe have formed a kind of jargon of it, which is unintelligible to the Chinefe y 
they can merely read and underftand it, when fet down in their characters. In this 
kingdom as in all other countries of the world, there are provincial dialetts, unintel¬ 
ligible to all but thofe accuftomed to them, efpecially in the province which joins 
Cochin-China. The pronunciation of this Chinefe language is not the fame in Tonquin, 
Cochin-China, Japan, and the iflands of Lieou-chieou *, as in China: nevertheless all 
thefe different people, by feeing the fame word written in Chinefe charafters, give it the 
fame fignification, although their pronunciation does not in the leaft agree. 

The laws of Tonquin, which fecure property, regulates the diftribution of it in 
families. The eldeft fon takes the greateft part: the law allows fome fliare to the 
daughters; which is but trifling, when there are many brothers. 

The Tonquinefe cannot marry without the confent of their father and mother, or 
the neareft of kin, who reprefent the heads of the family. There are degrees of 
affinity prohibited by law. They may never take a woman in a direct line, however 
removed from the original ftock, even if it were to the twentieth degree. Thofe of 
the fame name, or race, can never marry: but there is no degree prohibited in the 
collateral line, they may even marry two fillers. 

The girls generally marry at the age of fixteen. All the ceremony on the fide of 
the man confifts in demanding her for wife, and making fome prefents to the father. 
If the requeft is accepted, they come to an open explanation of the wealth of the 
two families. The hufband fends the girl every thing he intends for her ufe. The 
day of marriage, the relations and friends of the contracting parties being foleninly 
affembled, the bride is carried with all fhe has received from her huiband to the houfe 
prepared for their future refidence. Neither magiflrates nor priefts are required ; the 
content of the parents is fufficient: the parties themfelves write, or caufe to be written, 
the act by which they mutually engage: they fign it, or put the meafure of their 
finger on it, which they trace on the paper. 

* The iflands oF Lieou-chieou, are thirty-fix in number, between 2j deg. and 28 deg. north lat. They 
form a confiderable kingdom, very populous, and tributary to China: the people have the fame cultortis 
and language as the Chinefe. The ifland of Lieou-Chieou, the largeft, and the refldence of the King, 
gives it name to the kingdom. This country is little, but feems worthy of being more fo. 
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The marriage is entirely free, at leaft for the hufband, who may fell his wife* 
which is not uncommon; or he may put her away, obferving certain ceremonies'; 
but the wife cannot quit her hufband without his conlent. 

Polygamy is tolerated in Tonquin, and is even common; the firft wife, that is, her 
that the hufband married firft, or whole parents are moft refpeftiihle or rich, holds 
the chief rank among them, commands over them, and alone bears the title of wife. 
That the marriage may be deemed valid, they nml inform the chiefs of the commu¬ 
nity they belong to, of it, and pay a tax fixed by law. In like manner, to annul 
a marriage and put away the wife, the hufband breaks a piece of money in two, one 
half of which he gives his wife, who goes and informs the chiefs of the diftrift; fhe 
is then free, or elfe the hufband gives her a certificate figned with his hand and feal, 
in which he acknowledges that he gives up his rights over her, and that he gives her 
liberty to difpofe of herfelf. The hufband is obliged to return her all file brought 
him in marriage, even the prefents he had given her, to fliare all the furniture, and 
the houfe where fhe lived, as well as the children fhe has had, if fhe withes it; for 
fhe may leave them all to the huiband* After the death of the luifband, the concu¬ 
bines, or wives of the fecond order, have no fliare in his eftefts, and if they have had 
no children, they are turned out of the houfe* This cuftom extends even to the 
King's wives. 

The children of the fame father, though by different women, inherit alike; only 
the cldefl has one-tenth more than his brothers; he takes the place of father 
to them, on the death of their own, even to his eldeft fillers, when he attains man¬ 
hood, and they cannot difpofe of themfelves without his confent. During their minor¬ 
ity, the uncles govern the minors and their property. In default of males, the girls 
inherit in equal proportions, which is not the cafe in China, where they cannot Suc¬ 
ceed to immovables nor landed property. 

Adultery is pimifhed with banifhment to the confines of the kingdom : it may be 
punifhed with death, but that is very rare. The ancient laws permit a man who fur- 
priles his wife in the aft of adultery, to kill her and her gallant, provided it is done 
with his own hand : if he carries his complaint before the magi ft rates, the woman 
is condemned to be trod to death by an elephant. The feducer is put to death in 
fome other manner. 

Girls convifted of having forfeited their honour, are obliged to pay a fine, more 
or Ms, according to the cuftom of the place. Among the inhabitants of the mountains, 
who are looked upon as favages, the girls live in the moft unreftrained manner: 
but if they become pregnant, and are reported to the mandarin, this accident in the 
family is enough to ruin ihe father and mother, by the fines they are obliged to pay, 
for their negligence in not watching their daughter's conduft* If'there is not enough 
to pay, the girl and her accomplice may be fold for Haves. 

Ihe laws forbid the ufe of wine; but are little attended to in this point, except in 
the royal city, where they are always under the eyes of the mandarins, and where it 
is cuftomary to gei a written permiffion from them to ufe it at weddings and fu¬ 
nerals. 

Children pay the utmoft refpeft to their parents, living or dead. In no cafe can a 
fon engage in a procefs againft his father or mother, nor marry without their confent. 
The time of mourning for father or mother is twenty-feven months : during that 
time the children cannot marry, unlefs within the three firft days immediately fuc- 
eeeding the death * if they let thofe pafs, they muft wait the end of mounting. The 
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Tefpeft for parents, or thofe who reprefen t them, is fo well eftablilhed and obferved, 
that the fchool-mafters appointed in all the towns and villages, have the greateft autho¬ 
rity over their pupils. If they were to be accufed, even alter they had left them, of 
failing in refpect to them, they would be feverely punilhed. 

The Tonquinefe have not the barbarous cuftom that the Chinefe have of drowning 
the children they cannot fupport: fotne who are afhamed to difeover their milery, 
expofe them: but it is feldom they perifh, becaufe many take a pleafure in receiving 
them, and bringing them up. Thole who are profeiledly poor fell them. Ihis act 
of humanity, on the part of the rich and independent, arifes from the defire, natural 
among this"nation, of having a numerous and opulent family, from whence originates 
the cuftom of procuring Arrange children, and even adopting of them, with a kind of 
folemnity, indifferently of both fexes. At the death of their adopted father, thefe 
children lhare equally in the fucceftion with the real children ; they go into mourning, 
as they would for their own father, though he may be ftill alive. 

The method of adoption is very fitriple : either the adopted has been found by his 
adopted father, who notifies to the magiftrate that he receives it among the number of 
his children; or he who afpires to that favour, being of an age to make his intentions 
known, propofes them, or gets them propofed to the father of a family ; if fatisfied 
with his anfwer, be prefents himfelf before him, with two bottles of arrack, which 
his patron receives. Some explanations, or propofed conditions, conclude the cere- 
mony. 

Ufury is very common, and very baneful in Tonquin, where in general they take 
yearly one-third of the fum lent, as intereft. When the inter eft equals the principal, 
the ulury ought to ceafe: but the creditors get new notes or bonds executed ; and it 
often happens that families that were comfortable are ruined, by a debt in its origin 
very trifling. The abufe of the laws of the country gives the creditor an aftonifhing 
power over the debtor: they become mailers in their houfes, take away their moveables, 
their wives, and children, whom they ill treat, put them to a kind of painful torture, 
hoping by that means to force them to give up all they poffefs: they finilh by felling 
them, to obtain the price of their labour, till the debt is paid ; for, ftridtly fpeaking, 
there is no llavery in Tonquin. The adopted children, thofe the creditors feize, or 
whom their parents have fold, become free at the expiration of the term fixed for their 
fervice. Their engagements are only temporary; therefore it is forbidden under pain 
of death, to fell their children to the Chinefe, who reduce them to perpetual llavery: 
notwithftanding this prohibition, many are privately fold, as well in their own country 
as to foreigners. 

CHAP. V. — Vijits : — Cujloms of Society, Manner of dividing Tune and Dijlances . 

— Fejlivals and Superftitwm of the New Tear: — Shews : — Singing-Houfes : — 

Cock-fighting. 

MOST of their ceremonial cuftoms are of Chinefe origin. The women in general 
are allowed full liberty of going abroad when they pleafe, but thofe of the manda¬ 
rins and other perfons of diftin&ion are lhut up, much the fame as they are in China. 
Both are faid to he extremely eafy, and to give themfelves to ftrangers on moderate 
terms, and form temporary marriages with them. They always choofe their hufband 
according to their liking, which the Chinefe are not allowed to do, who marry without 
any previous acquaintance with their future hulband, 
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Vifits are only paid In the morning. The nobles even go to court very early, 
where they tranfadt the bufinefs of their offices till eight o’clock, when they return 
home. 

The Princes, great mandarins, and perfons of their rank, never go out but on ele¬ 
phants, in rich palanquins, followed by numerous officers, foldiers and ferrants. The 
rank or dignity determines the number of the retinue. Thofe of an inferior degree 
go on horfe-back, and are never attended by more than ten perfons, though feldom 
by lefs, as thee fcort forms a great part of their pomp, and announces their dignity 
and power. 

Their manner of receiving ftrangers, relations, or friends, is the fame as among the 
Chinefe. Women are not admitted to their converfadons, nor do they eat with the 
men. They however appear, and receive and return thofe attentions and compli¬ 
ments it is judged proper to pay them. There is no furniture in the rooms where 
they receive company ; after the ufual ceremonies of falutes, and bows, which are al¬ 
ways regulated according £0 the rank of the perfon treated with, they fet down on 
eftrades covered with mats, which are round the room ; they fit on them crofs-legged, 
as is cuftomary all over the Eafh Mats are their only furniture, carpets and cufhions 
are unknown to them : their beds are alfo mats, with a kind of pillow made of ruffies 
or reeds, which ferve for bolder and fupport. 

The Tonquinefe like moil of the orientals have no tafte for curiofities, which fup- 
pofes a genius cultivated by the fine arts, and careful education ~ y but are very luxu¬ 
rious in every thing which they are habituated to. They carry fenfuality to its height. 

In converfation and in vifits they avoid all dull fubjefls, and every one drives to 
give what he fays that air of gaiety which feems their natural character. For the 
fame reafcn they never vifit lick people; their compliments w r hen they meet* are not 
* how do you do/ but, c where have you been/ and, * what have you done.’ If they 
perceive any one is unwell, they do not afk the queftion, but how many cups of rice 
they have eaten at each meal, if their appetite is good, or not. An inferior always ap¬ 
pears bareheaded before his fuperiors j and thofe who receive any orders from the 
King, either verbal or written, muff neither hear it nor read it without firft taking off 
their robe and bonnet. 

They have neither clocks to mark and divide the time, nor diftances or leagues to 
meafure the roads; every thing is by eftimation. They merely divide the day into 
three parts, morning, noon, and evening, and guefs pretty nearly at the half of the 
morning and afternoon. The night is divided into five watches, which reckon and are 
obferved the fame throughout the kingdom. 

The mandarins ufe Moorifh clocks, which are copper balls placed in a bafin of water, 
each ball has a hole by which the water enters it, when full it falls to the bottom; 
which marks the hour or watch. They then ftrike on a copper-plate, fufpended by a 
knob from the center: they thus mark the watch that is pad, and that which is be¬ 
ginning ; at the fame time they beat the drum with rods : this noife is repeated at dif- 
tances, and continues all night. 

They reckon difiances by day’s or half day’s journey : nearer difiances are judged 
by the eye, without any aftual meafurement. In a country lb interfected with canals, 
rivers, and marfhes, one is obliged to make many circuits, which retard the palfage 
from one place to another, let the difiance be ever fo ffiort. 

Each town has a guard, which the inhabitants keep by turns: by this means, the 
King’s orders are carried in a ffiort time all over the kingdom. Thefe kinds of guards 
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and meflengers cod the date nothing : they even, in feme rejpe&s, prevent the in- 
curfions of robbers, of whom the country is full, becaufe it is forbidden to travel m 
the night time : if any unforefeen occurrence oblige them to it, they mult carry a toicn 
with them, and make themfelves known, or elfe they are taken up. 

The Tonquinefe vear is compofed of lunar months, full or not full. 10 agree 
with the fun, they have, from time to time, intermediate months, and years of thir¬ 
teen months. Thele years are regulated by the King’s mathematicians, who are very 
knbrant: they foretel eclipfes by conjectures, and when they are mil taken, or 
announce them falfely, they are beat on the knees with a draw hammer: apunilh- 
ment more difgraeeful than painful. To avoid this, they often onnt ecliples m their 
calendars. Before the Europeans traded in this kingdom, thefe mathematicians 
imagined that at the time of eclipfes, a dragon was devouring the moon ; and it was 
ordered to make a great node with pots and pans, to frighten this wild bead, while 
the mandarins were obliged to kneel down, and fupplicate the dragon not to cat 

the moon* „ . , 

The commencement of the year is regulated by the mathematicians, and is not 
always the fame* Some reckon the new year, from the twenty fifth day of the Iaft 
moon, becaufe then the great feal of ilate is flint up for a whole month, during which 
time the operation of the laws is fufpended ; all the courts of judicature are vacated j 
debtors cannot be feized 7 petty crimes, "which are but few in this country, and theft, 
go unpunilhed: even the punifhment for the greateft crimes is put off to another 
time, with the precaution of arrefting the criminal and (having his head, that he may 
be eafily known if he fhould efcape from prifon. Thefe cuftoms are very ancient 
among them, and eftablilhed, that every one Forgetting all his cares, may devote himfelt 
to the pleafures that accompany the firft days of each year. 

Thefe fe (rivals laft thirty days, which are paffed in rejoicings, vifits, and continual 
feafts. They make reciprocal prefents : and this time is very lucrative to the man¬ 
darins, fchool-mafters, bonzes, &c. who receive prefents from all parts. 

Thefe days of rejoicing commence by an a£l which lhews how fuperftitious thefe 
people are. Nobody ftirs out of his houfe the firft day, for fear of meeting with 
feme unlucky omen for the reft of the year: they even keep their doors fattened fos 
the better fecurity. The fecond day, they pay vilits, and render their .refpedts to 
their fuperiors ; the public feflivals begin at the fame time; but they are often 
difgraced by fecret crimes, which fpring from a barbarous and cruel fuperftition. 
There is an abominable cuftom among the Tonquinefe of putting feme one to death 
on the firft days of the year; to accomplifh this, they poifon the fruits and poultry 
that are brought to market. The thieves lay in anibufh to affaflinate feme paflenger: 
the one and the other conceive that thefe homicides will bring them good luck; and 
on account of the circumftance ef.the time, it is feldom that thefe a£ts are enquired 
into or punifhed, although there are frequent examples of the perpetration of them. 

The moft efteemed amufements among the Tonquinefe at thefe times, are finging : 
and dancing. This is generally in the evening and often continues all night. The 
mandarins have halls appropriated to thefe amufements, which are moftly open to 
the public. In the villages there are finging houfes, as they call the public halls, where 
the inhabitants affe Bible on the days of ieflivai; and where they enjoy an entertainment 
which does not poflefs. much parade. The attors are generally engaged for one 
night, and are four or five iu number. Their drefs is fantaftical, their fongs or 
recitals are almolt always in favour of their Kings or great men, are interceded with 
fome verfes of love ftories, or relative to foine adventure that interells the diftrict.. 

There 
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There are interludes of dances* always performed by women* Their indruments are 
trumpets, copper kettle-drums, hautboys, guitars, and different kinds of violins; 
the women are very clever at rope dancing. Another kind of dance, is a great 
favourite with them : a woman has a bafon on her head full of fmall lighted lamps, 
flie ffioukl be very active, come, go, jump, every kind of motion, regulated to mufic, 
and all this without fpilting any of the oil* The aftors receive a rix-dollar for each 
reprefentation, but the fpeftators generally contribute feme thing. 

Cock fighting is alio a great amufement at Tonquin, particularly at court* The 
King breeds them for this pnrpofe, and in general they are victorious, though the 
courtiers always bet agamft them : a mode of making their court that impoveriflies 
them, but to which they mud conform to be well looked upon by the lbvereigm 
The game cocks are fliut up Separately in cages, the flicks of which are flrong and 
thick, through which they can fee each other, which makes them fo fpirited and en¬ 
raged, that they fight with furprifing fury. There are officers commiffioned to take 
charge of them, and regulate the battles : thofe who have the care of the King's 
cocks pay the utrnofl attention to them, and are feverely puniflied if fufpected of any 
negligence in the breeding or feeding of them. A King of Achem had the hand of one 
of his principal lords cut off to punilh him, as he faid, for the little care he had taken 
in feeding his cocks, which were weak, and had been beaten in a battle fought in the 
prefence of the cruel defpot. 

In general the Tonquinefe men are mean and lazy ; the bed among them would 
only exert themfelves to gratify their gluttony, if they were not forced to labour ; 
only the paffions always baneful to focicty can rouge them from their lethargy* It 
is otherwise with the women, if we except their decided inclination for the men \ they 
are more amiable, more laborious, and often poffefled of induftry and courage. 

0 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Food, Wince, &c. of the Tonquinefe, Difcafes, Medicine, and 

Surgery . 

BOILED rice is to the Tonquinefe what bread is to us : but being prepared with- 
out fait or any other feafoning, it can be but very infipid, for which reafon they eat 
many fait and high-feafoned things, fuch as balachan, of which there are feveral 
kinds, and which ferves for anchovies: falt-fifli; a kind of fait, compofed of common 
fait, and a l’mall grain, mailed and pulverized, which has an excellent flavour, and 
water from failed fifh. Although in general all the fifli of Tonquin is good, there 
are differences in the fpecies, as among poultry, and fea and river birds. Thefe pro- 
vifions are abundant, but it is feldom that the common people can procure them: 
their general food is rice, vegetables, and the commonefl fmall fifh. 

They prepare balachan, and falted water thus ; They ule large wooden vats, or 
fmall tubs, which they partly fill with fifli, fhrimps or fmall crabs, which they pound, 
according to the kind of balachan they would make : they put in a large quantity of 
fait and water, in equal parts ; they let the whole ferment for a month or fix weeks, 
ftirring it every day. At the end of that time, if it is falted water they would make, 
they draw off the water which is of a deep red: if they would make balachan, they 
do not feparate the water from the fettlement, they put the whole into earthen pots, 
which are carried and fold all over the kingdom, and thefe articles are equally efteeined 
by the rich and poor. 

It may be laid that in this country they eat all forts of animals, and productions of 
the earth ; even the known poifen of feme animals does not fecure them from die tooth 
of the Tonquinefe. 
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They efteem it a treat to eat raw fifli and beef, and the blood of animals warm 
from the veins. Pork, which is very common, fupplies the place of butcher’s meat. 
It is a great delicacy to eat fmall fifli, which are ferved up alive in cups, in which they 
fwim about. Dogs, cats, field rats, the flelh of horfes and elephants, fi Ik-worms, 
the e-rgs of certain ants, large white worms, found in old trees, a kind of fmall bee, 
calves bom dead, are efteemed excellent food, and they are all eaten with their ffrins. 
The Tonquinefe defpife the flelh of flayed animals: they lofe nothing, nor of the fifli, 
except the excrements: they make good ragouts of their entrails, and even reduce 
the fofter bones to a pafte, of which they make little balls. 

In the dry feafon the country is infefted with clouds of infects, which referable 
may-bugs: the people gather up as many as they can, roait them, reduce them to 
powder, and ufe them to give a high flavour to their food : hens’ eggs are only eaten 
medicinally: thofe which are addled are referved for the table of the King, or great 
lords: but a great confumption takes place, of the eggs of ducks, geefe, and other birds. 
They neither eat butter nor milk, and hold cheefe in a kind of abhorrence: they ufe 
but little oil in their cookery : they make very little of it, although the olive tree 
thrives well there: they ufe hogs’ lard to drefs the food of the rich, the greater part 
are contented with the falted water which enters into all their fauces. 

Befides the many vegetables and roots which abound in this country, there are many 
trees, of which they eat the young leaves, the tender branches, and the heart: thus the 
pith of the bamboo is in place of fine large afparagus, fome of which are very thick, 
and five or fix feet long : they dry them, and boil them as they want them : the pith 
of the areka tree is of an excellent flavour. A very common food is cakes made of 
flour of beans, prepared with ftrong herbs and balachan : there are different ways of 
ferving them up, they are cut in pieces, or fried, or dried by the fire and fmoked, 
with hog’s lard, which is the beft way : it is laid to be wholefome : it is very cheap, 
the pound of twenty ounces only cofts a halfpenny. They alfo make a, kind of wafer 
or fritter, with diluted clay, fugar, and fome other feafonings : this muff be very un- 
wholefome, but the women are very fond of it. 

Small birds’ nefts are in as much requeft here as in China, which not only form 
part of the molt exquifite fare, but are fuppofed to ftrengchen the ffomach, and to 
excite the two fexes to the propagation of their fpacies. 

In the flat country where there are no woods, they ufe ft raw for cooking : it is col¬ 
lected into large heaps, and kept flickered from the rains and inundations. It is per¬ 
haps this want of wood which obliges the people to eat certain food, which is difficult 
to drefs, raw*. 

Their general drink is the tea of the country, not that fine pleafant tea which is 
brought from China into Europe: that kind does not grow in Tonquin it is another 
kind of coarfe tea, which they call chiabang, which has a (harp tafte, but which very 
much quenches the thirft: they ufe alfo many other kinds of leaves, barks, even 
wood, a piece of which may be boiled in different waters for feven or eight days, and 
preferve its quality, this drink dries up the ffomach, being too aflringent, and too much 
haftens digeftion : it is fo /harp that it gives the itch, if often ufed : a very common, 
difeafe in Tonquin, as well as ring-worms. The great ufe the tea of China more for 
falhion than for its flavour. 

From rice they extraft a liquor much efteemed throughout the Eaft, and known 
in Europe by the name of arrack 3 it is either obtained by fermentation as in China, or 
by diffillation. 
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The Chinefe wine drawn from rice by fermentation is of feveral kinds. That 
called mandarin wine is very good* of a yellow colour: it is left to ferment a long 
time in earthern vats j they put fome wholefome fimples into it, and even, as it is faid, 
a lamb juft yeaned, which they reduce to a kind of liquid pafte. When this wine is 
drawn off, they put it into bottles that hold about a pint, and it may be kept for ages 
without lofing any of its quality. It fells very dear at Tonquin, where it is brought 
from China : it is very ftrong, of no very pleafant tafte, and pleafes the Tartars more 
than it does the Chinefe. The Tonquinefe only ufe it at feafts, and as a debauch. 

All the things above mentioned are fold everywhere at regular markets, held every 
five days. 

As the common people are very gluttonous, they only think of cramming their 
ftomachs : they will not anfwer any queftion while eating; they feem to fear that the 
time it would take them to fpeak, would take from their pleafure, and their ihare of 
the food : they eat prodigioufly, but do not drink in proportion, not even at their 
feafts, and feldom go to excefs in ftrong liquors. It is not fo at court, and among 
the military; the greateft drinker there paffes for the braveft man. 

The great and rich take three meals a-day, without including a flight collation in 
the courfe of the afternoon. The common people have no regular hours, they eat 
when their labour will allow them, and they have wherewithal. 

In all climates there are difeafes peculiar to every country ; as there are fome to 
which they are ftrangers, or fo rare that they are fcarcely known. The apoplexy, 
pleurify, the plague, fuch as is known in Europe, are never experienced in Tonquin* 
The moft common difeafes are fevers, dyfenteries, yellow-jaundice, and the fmall- 
pox ; there are fome peculiar to the climate, from the excefs of heat, and their food 
which ads more on fome habits than on others. 

Leprofy is fo common, that in many places there are pieces of land affigned where 
thofe attacked by it muft refide: they are fhut out from fociety : it is even lawful to 
kill them, if they enter cities or towns. This diforder is dreadful # , it eats away 
the extremities of the hands and feet in fuch a maimer, that after a certain time 
thofe afflicted with it entirely lofe their fingers and toes: they yet may live long in 
this ftate, and tranfmit the difeafe to their children, for they are obliged to allow them 
to marry: their blood becomes fo hot, fo fharp, that the want of the commerce of 
lex would drive them mad if it was not freely permitted them. 

The bad wind is another diforder unknown to us. The wind, or fudden .imprefiion 
of a cold air, charged with local exhalations, fuddenly congeals the blood, and 
inftantly kills many ; others are only benumbed in fome of their limbs: inoft often 
the inouth is deformed, and turned as in a paralytic ftroke. When the effect is 
flight, it may be cured by rubbing: they have fpecific remedies, if they are admi- 
niftered in time. 

Women in labour are fubjeft to a revolution in the blood, which ftifies them in a 
moment, or renders them infirm for life ; thofe thus attacked generally become 
barren. Children are liable to dangerous obftruftions, which fhut up all natural eva¬ 
cuations, and kill a great many. The ufual remedy for this is a cataplafm, compoled 

• Tliia diforder is well known in the Weft India iflands, under the name of yaws ; it is there almofl 
entirely confined to the negroes* who are in general put in a hut at a diftance from any habitation, where 
they are kit to nature, to recover or perifh. If a white perfon is known to have it, even if he recovers, 
he is dvfgraeed, and held in contempt tor ever, from a fuppdlUIon that he muft have made too free with 
the molt wretched clafs of the blacks.—Ta. 
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of a drug called coakroch and roafted onions, applied to the navel, and which gives 
fpeedy relief. 

Although their medical men are numerous, they cannot be laid to poffefs much 
ability, and are ignorant of the conltrudtion of the human frame, for they never even 
dream of anatomy. They however gather fome information from Chinefe books, in 
which they learn to prepare drugs, herbs and roots. They have old books on medi¬ 
cine, in which all the parts of the body are reprefented, which fhews that formerly 
they had fome idea of anatomy: but their prefent practice fltows, they never ftudy 
thefe figures, not even in cafes where they might be of fervice. The Chinefe dodtors 
are much more efteemed, and generally make their fortunes in Tonquin, with which 
they retire to their own country. Surgery is even inferior to medicine with them : 
they know nothing of curing dillocations, or fractures, on thefe occafions they only 
ufe certain herbs, of which they make cataplafms, which fometimes have wonderful 
fuccefs. They have another which confifts in reducing the raw bones of a fowl to 
powder, of which they make a pafte, and apply it to the part aftedted, and which paffes 
for a fovereign remedy. They feldom bleed, and their method is not like ours: they 
bleed on the forehead, with a fiflris bone, which is applied to a vein: they ftrike it 
with the finger, and it enters: it is in the fame fliape as the fleam of our farriers. 

The chief and moft difficult operation in moft difeafes is fire: the manner they apply 
it deferves notice. They ufe the leaf of a tree well dried, which they beat in a mortar, 
and afterwards ftightly moiften with diluted Indian-ink ; they divide it into pieces the 
fize of a farthing, which they apply to different parts of the body; they then fet fire 
to them with lighted paper. Cupping is very frequent. Glyfters are never ufed: they 
feldom ufe purgatives. The doftors pretend to know fpecific fimples for each particu¬ 
lar diforder. 

The waters in Tonquin are in general unwholefome, and in the rainy and hot feafons 
caufe, if not epidemic diforders, at leaft great inconveniencies; and no where fo much 
asm the mountainous and woody country. The natural inhabitants of thefe provinces 
however do not feem to be fo much affefied by them as Grangers, or thofe from the 
level country, who feldom efeape their ill qualities. The natives are attacked by 
fchirrhus, and have one leg larger than another. Thefe infirmities may alfo be attri¬ 
buted to the quality of the air in thefe forefts, which the exhalations that it is loaded 
with renders heavy. Strangers who vifit thofe diffrifts, find themfelves feized with 
adrowfinefs they find it difficult to fliakeoff. 

.. ^ ^ ie femmer heats almofl always bring with them epidemic difeafes which kill mul¬ 
titudes ; whole towns are fuddenly depopulated; though more fatal to the men than 
the women. The rains, added to the heat of the air, prevent the men from their ufual 
exertions; this inaction becomes fatal to them. The women on the contrary, who are 
nearly always occupied with the fame domeftic labours, and confequently always in 
action, are not fo liable to them. 

Towards the month of September the difeafes ceafe, the air changes, and becomes 
more healthy, as a dry air fucceeds to humidity. Winter in this country is the moft 
whole! orne and pleafam time; it may be compared, to the fineft European fpring. 

Notwithltanding the difeafes incident to this country, and the intemperature of fum- 
mer, thereare many more vigorous old people to be feen and fubjedt to fewer incon¬ 
veniences of their age, than in the greateft part of Europe ; but more among the 
people, than among thofe of a higher rank. 
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CHAP. VII. — Funeral Ceremonies of the different Ranks: — Funeral Preparations t — 

Piety towards the Dead . 

THE Tonquinefe are guided in their funeral ceremonies by a kind of ritual, which 
they originally derived from China, and which they obferve to the letter. The prin¬ 
ciple of their condudt, in thefe circumflances, is the maxim of Confucius, fo celebrated 
among them : w they fhould pay the fame refpefl: to the dead, as to the living,** or, 
C( we fhould erteem the abfent as well astheprefent,** 

They believe that children in the womb are only animated by the fouls of infants 
that died before they are arrived at the age of reafon: but that the fouls of men 
become fo many genii capable of good or evil j but who would be always wandering 
and fubje£l to all kinds of wants, if the affi fiance of their families did not help them 
to fubfift; or if, according to their own difpofitions, they did not procure themfelves 
all they wanted, by the mifchief they occafioned or the good they did. They do not 
fay what become of thefe fouls when their families ceafe to provide for them, nor for 
how long they are to pay them thefe attentions. 

However they obferve with the greatert nicety, the day, hour and moment that a 
perfon expires $ and at the moment they think to be their laft, they put a handkerchief 
over their face, which after the laft figh they fold up, faying that the foul is attached 
to it. If the perfon dies on the fame day that their father or neareft relation was bom, 
they confider it as an ill omen for their heirs and pofterity ; in this cafe the body is not 
interred before the diviners and minifters of their religion have been eonfulted, in 
order to choofe a favourable day for that ceremony, to avert whatever might be evil 
in the time of their death. 

Several months, and even years, fometimes occur, before they receive a favourable 
anfwer, and until they do, the coffin is fhut up in a part of the houfe, fet apart 
for that purpofe, or in a hut built for the occafion j it is placed on four ports planted 
to fuftain it. 

Thefe ceremonies, however, only exift among the great and rich, who are more 
attached to life than the common people, who could not be at the expence of fo long 
a delay, and therefore bury the body twelve or fifteen days after death. 

They make a diftinftion of fex in the manner of burying the bodies. The men 
are clothed in feven of their beft habits; the women in nine ; they put pieces of gold 
and filver, and pearl deed in their mouths, to keep them from want in a new life. The 
coffin is decked within with filk fluffs, more or lefs coftly ; the body is placed in it, the 
face upwards, the head placed on a kind of parte, fo as to keep it immoveahle. The 
rert of the coffin is entirely filled with the finefl rice. It is afterwards clofed. They 
ufe no nails to put it together, but caulk it with a kind of tenacious cement, and cover 
it with varnifh* 


With thefe precautions, the air having no aftion on the corpfe, it is not furprlzing 
that they can keep them for feveral years in the houfe, without any difagreeable ftnell 
from corruption. All the time it remains there, the eldeft fon fhould lie at the foot of 
the coffin, offer up to it facrifices of whole animals and incenfe* This is an indif-* 
penfable duty, from which no one can be exempt, without a crime, 

hen the day of interment arrives, the relations and friends aflemble in mourning, 
that is, in a robe of coarfe white cotton linen. The chief mourner is girt with a cord, 
the head fur rounded with a band of draw, inrtead of a bonnet: they have all flicks in 
"their hands, on which they lean, like people ready to fink beneath the weight of their 
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grief. The women and girls have their head and face covered with a piece of linen 
which conceals them from fight. The body of the deceafed is carried by twenty or 
thirty people, with gravity, flownefs, and the greateft care, that it maynot lean more to 
one fide than another; that it may preferve the moft perfe£t equilibrium, a cup full of 
water is put on the bier; if not a drop is fpilt they look on it as a good omen, and the 
bearers are rewarded. 

The whole affembly precede, or follow the body; genuflexions, proftrations, cries 
and groans, are regulated by a matter of the ceremonies, at whofe. fignal every tiring 
is executed in the greateft order. Men arid women are heard at the fame time: fome 
call on the dead as hufband, fome as father, benefactor, friend, and relation; every 
one praifes him according to the title he is claimed by; this funeral concert fimfhes by 
the fame fignal, and the proceflion continues its way in filence. From time to time they 
ftop, and go through the fame ceremonies. During the march the eldeft fon lies 
down and lets the body pafs over him, which is efteemed the greateft mark of filial 
refped. 

The whole is preceded by different inftruments of mufic; they carry banners 
loaded with different infcriptions in praife of the deceafed j one of the chief articles of 
the proceflion is the handkerchief in which they believe they have received the foul, 
which is carefully carried to the place of burial, and is afterwards brought back to the 
houfe, where it is placed on a tablet, deftined for that foie ufe. Thefe tablets are one 
foot and a half in height, and fix inches wide, rounded on the top, the names and fur- 
names of the deceafed, whofe foul is fuppofed to be preferred there, are written 
on it. 

In this ceremony, thofe who are rich, prefent all kinds of animals, and even palaces 
with their furniture: the whole being of gilt paper; a certain proportion of them is 
burnt from time to time. Befides thefe offerings, there are many tables loaded with 
real provifions, in fuch quantity that it is requifite to have ladders to reach them; 
thefe are given up to the people that follow the proceflion. When the body is 
depofited in the fepulchre, the affembly returns to the houfe, and the ceremony 
concludes with a great feaft, in which they drink in honour of the deceafed, often to 
intoxication. 

A long time before their death, they are anxious in choofing the place where they will 
be buried \ and this is no inconfiderable matter with them, becaufe they confider the 
choice may influence the happinefs or misfortune of their defendants. This place is not, 
as in China, fixed on mountains; but every one has in his village or native place his 
place of burial in the midft of fome cultivated field; on this they ereft a hut, round which 
the ground is dug up every year, to prevent the grafs or weeds from growing. However 
thefe attentions do not continue from generation to generation, becaufe in the long run, 
the dead would leave no fpace for the living to refide on, nor land to drawtheir fubfiftence 
from. The refpect paid to fepulchres, which it is forbidden to violate under pain of 
death, has its bounds. Some of the great, anxious to perpetuate their memory, build 
vaults, in which they have their bodies depofited; fome even build temples for this jfur- 
pofe, and affign revenues to minifters to attend them; but thefe are but very few. This 
great refpect paid to tombs feldoin lafts more than three years, that is the time prefcribed 
for mourning, when they take up the body, and the bones are placed in a fmall coffin, 
which is interred elfewhere. If it ihould happen that the flelh has been preferved all that 
time,they imagine that the deceafed was a bad man, who has tormented the living, and has 
only preferved hrtnfelt in thatfrelh ftate at their expence. If the flelh is entirely confuined, 
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and nothing remains but the dry bones, they augur well from it, both as to the me¬ 
mory of the deceafed, and the honour of his family. 

CHAP. VIII. — Religious Cujloms. — Sed of Bout, or of Idols. — Set? of Magicians. — 
Sed of the Learned. — Peculiar Superjliiions. — Sages or Philofophers . 

IF by the term religion be underftood thofe fuperllitious practices, which are the 
objeft of veneration and attachment of the ignorant multitude, there is nowhere more 
than in Tonquin; but as the objects themfelves are continually changing, and what has 
been the fubjeft of public worlhip at one time, is quite forgotten, and even defpifed 
foon, and as there is no liability in what the people call their religion, it may be faid, 
fh-iaiy fpeaking, that they have none, and that they only pafs from one Aiperftition to 
another, which is in favour for a time, by the intereft fome prieft, magician or bonze 
may take in it, provided he Hands well with the people, and has addrefs enough to 
impofe on them. 

Neverthelefs the foundation of the religious laws and fuperftitions of Tonquin come 
from China, and as in that empire, there are three kinds of religions or predominating 
fuperftitions; that of Bout or the idolatry of Fo; that of Lanzo, or the magicians; and 
the fe£t of the literati, which is the fame with that of Confucius in China. 

The religion of the Hate, and of the people, is the worlhip of idols, the moll 
ancient and belt known origin of which, relates to Fo, or Thanphat. The Chova, or 
general of the forces of the kingdom, in whofe perfon refides all the power of the 
iceptre, piques himl'elf on fupporting it; while the Dova, or him who has the title of 
King or Emperor without power, is the head of the religion of the literati, or the 
worlhip they render heaven, or the fupreme being. 

In each borough or Xa, there fiiould be a temple of idols. Their edifices are more 
or Icfs confiderable, according to the riches of the country; in general they are 
much negledted, and referable a kind of Ihed open on all fides, in which are fome idols, 
either hanging up, or placed on tables without any ornament. Each of thefe temples 
lias its guardian, who enjoys the lands and revenue attached to the houfe of the idol he 
lerves; every individual is obliged to give him every month a certain quantity of rice, 
and a finall Aim of money. 

The principal temples are built with more cxpence, fome of them have towers, and 
kinds of fteeples: thefe being better founded, are fufficient to maintain different com¬ 
munities of bonzes, who live together, and wear a habit like the inhabitants of the 
country, the colour being of a grey white. They are obliged to lhave their heads, and 
to maintain their chaftity; they are forbid to eat any thing that has had life, to drink 
wine, or any intoxicating liquor ; they abftain from onions, and from all plants or roots 
of a ftrong feent: at certain hours they repeat in common, prayers in a language they 
fcarcely qnderftand ; their chief or fuperior Ihould be a graduated literati. They per¬ 
form none of the functions of priefthood ; their employment confifts in attending the 
pagodas, or temples of idols, and adminiftering medicine to the people. The greater 
part fubfift on alms. There are alfo focietiesol nuns, who live retired in their cloifters, 
which they never leave, except to perform on fome inftruinent at funerals; they have 
not the reputation of being the charted women in the country. 

The character of all thefe bonzes is that of being very humane; they are neither 
intolerant, nor perfecutors ; they have no averfion to the Chriftian religion, and do not 
approve of troubling of nor punilhing thofe who embrace it. They pretend that Fo 

and 
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and Jefus Chrift were brothers; the former the eldeft, and the latter the youngeft, 
who, through ambition, wifhing to rife above his elder brother, was by his orders nailed 
to the crofs ; that notwithftanding the difgrace of his death, it is right to honour him, 
but without prejudice to the worfliip that ought to be paid to his elder brother Fo. Such 
is the idea of the divine author of the Chriftian religion. 

The wor/hip of all thefe idols confifts in facrifices, wreftling, comedies and feafts. 
On the day of ceremony, prizes are propofed for wreftling: thofe who enter the 
lifts ftrip off their habits, and gird their loins with a whole piece of linen, which 
they bind fo tight that they afford no hold to their adverfary. The two champions 
employ every ftratagem to fur prize and throw each other : they entwine their arms 
and legs, they clafp the body, raife one another from the ground, bend half over, and 
him they already think vanquiflied recommences with frefli vigour j every part of the 
body labours, and ufes the utmoft exertions, but they never ftrike one another. Their 
combats have more of art than violence in them, and are therefore the more intereft- 
ing to a people by no means fanguinary. Moll of thefe wreftlers have no other means 
of gaming a living. 

To fupply the neceffary expences for building and repairing thefe temples, main¬ 
taining the minifters and guardians, and the charges of the facrifices, a capitation is 
impofed, which the people are obliged to pay, under heavy penalties. To make this 
burthen more fupportable to the people, they are entertained with pretended miracles, 
cures performed by the power of thefe gods, and their frequently appearing ; but they 
are more feared than beloved, becaufe in general they believe that they do more 
mifchief than good, and that they have more evils to dread from them than favours 
to expeft. 

Without prejudice to the worfliip of Fo, generally eftablifhed, every city or town 
makes choice of a tutelar divinity or patron: there are ancient and modern ones, and 
they change them whenever they think proper. They have alfo domeftic gods, after 
the example of the Chinefe territorial gods, who prefide over the boundaries of eftates j 
lpirits who prefide over mountains, fire-places, doors, &c. 

In regard to the fedt of Lanzo, or the magicians, they have no kind of eftabliflied 
worfliip; all who profefs it are its public minifters, as afpire to be fo. It fcems to 
have no other origin, than the intereft of thofe who exercife it, and the credulous 
fuperftition of thofe who hope to derive advantage from it, or fome particular know¬ 
ledge. It may therefore be lefs confidered as forming a part of religion, pro¬ 
perly fo called, than as an effect of blind fuperftition. 

It has neverthelefs acquired the confideration of the great, and the refpefl: of the 
vulgar. Its chiefs are confulted on important occafions, and their anfwers pafs for 
holy infpirations. 

This feet acknowledges for its founder, one Lao-kun, a native of China, whom they 
fay was eighty years in his mother’s womb, and at length tore his own way into the world. 
The head of this fe£t refides in China: every three years, he is obliged to come and 
pay his homage to the reigning Emperor, who generally advances a few fteps to receive 
him, an honour bellowed on no other grandee of his empire. The Chinefe fay that 
the philofopher Lao-kun, was born about fifty-two years before Confucius; his doc¬ 
trine is a mixture of that of Fo, and fome abfurd fuperftitions added to it; it has for 
a long time been negledted in China, but under the dynafty of the Tangs, which lafted 
from 618 of our era to 907, thefe fuperftitions were in fuch efteem, that the minifters 
of them were called Tien-ffee, (celeftial doctors). 
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The fed of the literati, or Confucius, is with reafon confidered as the nobleft and 
moft rational of all thofe known in the Eaft: it is compofed of the greateft and moll 
illuftrious perfons of the ftate, the magiftrates or mandareens of different'orders, and 
all the learned men. The dodrine it prefcribes is contained in the books of Confucius, 
who is looked upon in Tonquin as the moft enlightened man that ever appeared, and 
whofe precepts they make an honour of following, as well as the rules of condud he 
has laid down, and the ceremonies he eftabiiflied; and no place of honour and autho¬ 
rity is obtained in this country without being verfed in his writings. This is in a few 
words the idea they have of his origin, perfon and dodrine. 

The Tonquinefe give him the name of Ong-khou. He lived more than 550 years 
before the Chriftian era. It does not appear that in his time the worfhip of idols was 
eftabiiflied in China, as no mention is made of them in his writings. Although 
morality was not then at that perfection to which he afterwards brought it, there had 
been, long before him, fages, whofe maxims he colleded, explained, and formed from 
them a moral code, adding what fuited the circumflances of the time. He eftablifhed 
the practice of it, teaching it publickly, and forming difciples, whofeconded him in the 
projeCt he had formed of reforming the manners, and bringing them to their primitive 
purity. His dodrine appeared too fevere in his time, and brought on him periecutions 
which he endured with courage, never lofing fight of the reftoration of morals. He 
died in thefe fentiments, and left to his difciples the care of perfeaing the work he 
had begun. 0 

The different religious feas eftabiiflied in Tonquin caufe no divifion in families and 
have never excited the leaft difturbance in the ftate. Every one in the fame family is of 
what fed he pleafes. It is even common to find perfons attached to them all, and fol¬ 
lowing their different cuftoms. The literati themfelves, who profefs to difpife the idols 
lometime aflift at the ceremonies of the bonzes, and it is not uncommon to fee the 
fame perfon go to the temples of the idols, the halls of Confucius, and have recourfe 
to divmers and magicians in times of ficknefs. 

Befides thefe three principal feds, there is that of the fafters, or real partifansof the 
metempfycofis, who, though not bonzes, eat nothing that has had life; there are not 
however many of this fed in ionquin, the Tonquinefe having an averfion to even the 
appearafate of faffing, which is why there are fo few focieties of bonzes among them. 

1 hey have atfo tome fages, who may be compared to thofe eminent men, who once 
ornamented Greece : they profefs to be attached to virtue, and to live like true philo- 
fophers; they fay they love virtue for herfelf, and without any view to their own inte- 
refts, nor any reward, prefent or future. 

Among their religious cuftoms may alfo be claffed a number of fuperftitions pre¬ 
valent at lonqum, more efpecially among the people. For example, they give their 
children horrid names, that the evil Genu may be afraid of them, and not hurt them; 
they change thefe names when they think the children areftrong enough not to any 
longer fear the evil [pints: they let fix or feven tufts of their hair grow of different 
fizes in honour of their idols. At the commencement of the year they fet up fright- 
u g«tes at their doors, to frighten the devils and prevent their entering: for the fame 
reafon they even expoie infamous ones. _ Always watching for good and bad days, 
they are in continual apprehenfion of making miftakes. At a general review of the 

3^r ch ^r a11 ? e artill ^7 311(1 muftetr y> to put to flight all fpirits evil-dif- 

P 1, i?' a and L tran H ull,it y ‘he ftate. There are many other cuftoms 

equally abfurd, which may be eftimated by thofe juft mentioned. 
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CHAP, IX. — Sciences. — Arts and Trades . — Ftjheries. 

ALL the fciences of Tonquin, as well as in China, are ftudied in the works of 
Confucius and his commentators, or interpreters: they treat of different fyftems of 
morality, fome of mathematics, phyfics and aftronomy, the knowledge of the laws, 
and the hiftory of the country. 

Nothing can be more imperfect than their geographical and aftronomical fciences: 
their attachment to their ancient cuftoms prevents any great progrefs in thofe branches.. 
Their hiftory is confined to what has happened in their own country. The compilers 
of the public annals, who labour by the King’s command, would be punilhed with 
death, if they introduced any facts relative to the hiftory of foreign countries. But they 
are perfectly acquainted with the morals of Confucius, their own hiftory, the laws and 
cuftoms of the kingdom. 

Knowledge is in great eftimation in Tonquin ; becaufe it is the only road to honour; 
and the learned men are confidered as the only nobles of the country. They mud 
pal's through different degrees to attain the height they afpire to, the offices and 
dignities of the kingdom, which are the recompence of literary merit. 

The firft degree is that of fingdo, which anfwers to batchelor j the fecond is hung- 
cong, or licentiate, the third tuncy, or doctor. The prefident of fciences is chofen 
from the raoft able doftors, under the name of trangivin. Every one in his province 
may be admitted to the firft degree ; it is even eafily obtained, even by proxy ; but 
there is more difficulty to procure the fecond; every one is perfonally obliged to fatil- 
faftorily comply with the required conditions : the third degree is only attainable by 
intrinfic merit, and the proof is mod ft rift. 

They can only be admitted as doftor, in the royal city, and in prefence of the King, 
in a general affembly of all the candidates, which is only held once in three years. A 
Angle fault in the examination excludes the candidate; thus though thofe who prefect 
themfelves for the do&or’s degree generally amount to fome thoufands, feldom more 
than eight or ten are admitted. Such is the attention paid in choofing perfons to fill 
the firft dignities of the ftate, and who are confidered as its fupport. 

Corruption, partiality, and the paffions, which are fuch ftrong parties in every 
concern in the kingdom, here give way to the love of order and juftice. Nor is it to 
be wondered at, the penalty of death being pronounced againft thofe examining 
mandarins, who ffiould fufier themfelves to he corrupted by bribes, or any other 
means, and more than one example proves that this fevere law is put in execution. 

All the fruit, for the trouble taken to attain the offices and dignities of the ftate, 
is confined to the perfon who enjoys it. The honours expire with him who has 
poffeffed them. The immediate heirs of the firft perfons in the ftate have no other 
diftinftion than being exempt from taxes and public charges ; an advantage which does 
not defcend to their children, who return to the common order, unlefs they raife 
themfelves from it by their perfonal merit, as did their grandfathers. This cuftom 
tends to preferve equality among all the fubjefts of the ftate, where there is no other 
nobility than what diftinguiflied and perfonal qualities bellow. 

Every one is not allowed to ftudy mathematics: who ever without an exprefs licence 
ffiould ftudy them, would be fufpedled of confpiring againft the ftate, becaufe they 
believe that Heaven prefides over kingdoms, and difpofes of the fate of Kings, and 
that mathematics is the fcience of the fecrets of heaven ; therefore the King choofes 
his mathematicians from among the doftors of the firft rank. 
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It is only fmce they have been vifited by Europeans, that they have had any 
idea of foreign nations, and that they have believed that other continents and nations 
than thofe immediately bordering on the frontiers of their kingdom exifted. i hey 
have no diftin& notion of the diflribution of the globe into fea and land, nor of the 
different parts of the world. 

In mentioning the difeafes of Tonquin and the method of treating them, we have 
flicwn the ftate of medicine and furgery in that kingdom : but it may be further ob- 
lerved, that every one is at liberty to follow thofe profeffions, and form pupils, without 
having undergone any examination, and without being obliged to pay any tax. But 
feme who wifh to acquire reputation and practice, take out a kind of diploma, by 
undergoing an examination before officers appointed for that purpofe. This exami¬ 
nation chiefly confifts in knowing if the candidate can diflinguifh the plants he employs 
for the cure of difeafes, the one from the other, even when cut up, and mixed confufedly 
together. They alfo make them prove on themfelves the virtues of their boafted 
remedies, doubtlefs to afcertain that there is nothing baneful in them. When a 
rich man is ill it Kcu/tomary to propofe a reward to whoever cures him ; doctors 
and furgeons croud around him; each in his turn gives him medicines, which are 
immediately paid for : and the reward is given to him, whofe medicine has been found 
to have operated a confiderable alteration in the patient: they often fucceed. What 
is moll furprizing is, that thefe multiplied medicines do not increafe or fix the diforder: 
they cannot be dangerous, and their compofition mull be very fimple. The doftor to 
whom they attribute the cure acquires great reputation; and yet thofe of the fame 
profeffion who have been confulted with him entertain no jealoufy. 

There are a few painters in Tonquin, who are employed to decorate the temples 
and diflinguifhed houfes, but their art is ftill uncouth j yet feveral of them fhew 
marks of genius, which under able mailers might fhine with luilre. Sculpture is 
confined to carving a few rude flatues of idols, moft of which are merely figures of 
invention, and intended to reprefent Genii, under frightful forms : it feems that the 
greateft perfection lies in making them as horrible and fantaflic as polfible. Engrav¬ 
ing is unknown to them : but they poflefs the art of printing. There are few other 
arts or trades in Tonquin. 

They do not know how to build fhips : they have fcarcely any idea of navigation, 
becaufe they are forbidden to leave their country ; but they excel in building all kinds 
tjf boats; moll of them are decked, except thofe ufed for fifhing : they have an aflonilh- 
ing neat light boat, which they keep in their houfes, and during the inundations it 
ferves them to pafs from one place to another. 

In Tonquin every trade is carried on that is abfolutely neceffary for the wants of 
life; and they carry on too much trade with China not to imitate them in many 
things ; but they invent nothing, and have never thought of improving any one branch 
of their induftry. Every trade is executed with the fimpleft tools, and yet with the 
greateft eale. A carpenter or joiner contains all his implements in a bamboo, except 
his axe, which is very narrow: there are blackfmiths, gold and filver fmiths, and they 
alfo work in copper; they work amazingly cheap: there are potteries every where ; they 
all know how to make gunpowder: almoll all the women can fabricate linen and 
filk Huffs. There are fome other profeffions, which will be mentioned when we treat 
of their internal commerce. What employs the greateft part of the people is fifhing, 
a kind of neceffary trade for their daily fubfiftence : their manner of fifhing varies much. 
On the banks of thofe rivers where the tide flows, they ereci light open hurdles: 
^each boat places feveral; high water covers them, the fifh which coine up with the 
j. • . ’ - .6 tide 
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tide find themfelves flopped when it ebbs. The fame thing is pra&ifed on the fea- 
Ihore, with this difference, that the palifades are liable, fupported by large flakes, 
and form angles, at the point of which are placed clofe hurdles, which flop the fiffi. 
They take fuch numbers in this manner, that the filhermen give them away to the 
boats that may be then paffing. 

They catch filh with lire: they light large faggots of Indian cane, which they carry 
before them : the filh, frightened by the light, jump into the boat. They have another 
method very oppofite to this, which is only pradifed at night, when the Iky is clear, 
and the moon fiiines in full luftre: for this purpofe they have long narrow boats, to 
each -fide of which they fallen a board two feet wide, the length of the boat, covered 
with a fliining white vamilh: it is placed with a gentle Hope to the furface of the water, 
and turned towards the moon, the light of which cncreales the luftre of the varnilh, 
and makes it appear whiter} the fifli which play on the water, jump on the fide of 
the board next to them, and fall into the boat, where the lilherman is concealed and 
takes them. Some filh with ftilts twelve or fourteen feet high, drawing a net after 
them ; if they lofe their balance, they fall into the water, and are often drowned; 
though they are excellent divers, even in the molt rapid ftreams, where they catch 
the filh with the hand, purfaibg them even to their fartheft haunts. Others truft 
themfelves on the lea with a tingle plank, which ferves them for a boat; they Hand 
on it with one foot, the other they ufe as an oar, and they purfue the fiffi with amazing 
rapidity. Whole towns fituated on the fea-coalt, fifli with one, and the fame net, 
which is generally made of filk; eighty or hundred people have each their portion 
marked on it, they draw it exa&ly as we do a fein. Each individual has the filh taken 
in his part of the net, which he is obliged to keep in repair: in favourable feafoas 
they take immenfe numbers this way. 

I hey alfo filh at fea with hooks : their boats for this purpofe are fmall and light, 
each fiirmlhed with feme hundreds of hooks, which are only laid once in twenty-four 
hours, and that during the night: the fine-ft filh are taken in this manner, and are 
either falted or dried, and fold in the molt diftant provinces. 

At certain feafons, yery large filh make their appearance in the feas of Tonquin, 
which they harpoon feverai boats furround him, and when he is ftruck, they get out 
of his way to avoid his fury; they follow him at a diftance, by the trace of his blood, 
ana when he floats on the water they throw a cord round him and drag him to land. 

ie y a !' e , the cetaceous kind. The fea threw one on the fhore of a monftrous 
hzc : the King hearing of it, fent feme mandarins to pay his homage to it; the part 
or its body which was out of the water they covered with mats, and it took a hun- 
dred, each two or three feet wide : it was believed that this filh contained the foul of 
feme genu, eminent ror his birth ; for feme of the Tonquinefe are fuperftitious enough, 
to falute large ferpents or filh with the utmoft refpeft, without daring to kill or take 

K 1 r S n r°, re do not fcruple to ufe them, as they find them very pro- 

fitable, born for fale and ufe. J 1 

The coafts of Tonquin are at intervals vifiled by Ihoals of ftrange filh, which 
come in clofe and thick columns, fomewhat like the herrings that vifit our Ihores : 

paffagTretu a,k ^ h ‘ thert ° ^ made ’ as t0 the P recife time that thefe fifo of 
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CHAP, X. — Interior and External Commerce ; — Money : — Price of Gold and Silver. 

THE Chinefe bring fimples for the ufe of medicine to Tonquin, the country not 
producing fufficient, while in the vaft extent of China, every thing of that kind is found in 
abundance. Befides the Chinefe befog, as we have laid, efteemed the nioft fkilful doctors 
of all this part of the Eaft, they pofiefs the entire confidence of thofe who are able to 
pay them, and who have moft credit. A Tonquinefe mandarin, feeing how much 
this one branch of commerce was prejudicial to his country, formed a code of practical 
medicine, in which he taught how to cure all difeafes, with the herbs and drugs which 
were to be found in Tonquin only. Elis work was approved of by the court; but the 
cuftom of ufing Chinefe remedies prevailed, and his receipts are only ufed, when there 
are no means of doing otherwife. 

Befides drugs, the Chinefe bring tea, that of the country being acrid, coarfe, and un¬ 
worthy of the name : porcelain, which only confifts in a kind of cups and faucet’s: filk 
fluffs; for though filk is more common in Tonquin than in China, they do not fabricate 
fuchrich and beautiful filks : different kinds of linens : fugar in powder, and candid : 
wheat and barley flour; if they bring it in grain, they take care to dry it, fo as to kill 
the germ, and prevent its befog fown; for it would grow very well in the elevated 
parts of Tonquin, if they knew how to cultivate it: iron and copper kitehen utenfils : 
iron, that of Tonquin being brittle, becaufe it is badly made, and very little fit 
for fine works: fpices, fuch as pepper, cloves, nutmegs, cinnamon, and different 
dried preferves: hemp and flax ; thefe articles being fo fcarce in Tonquin, that they 
are obliged to make their nets of filk : wax and cotton : glafs ware, iron ware, final! 
looking glafles, telefcopes, white glafs bottles, glafs or pafte beads; for the Chinefe 
imitate glafs with a pafte that has all the appearance of it. 

The Chinefe alfo pradtife feveral arts and trades at Tonquin, in which they will not 
Inftrudt the natives, that they may not be able to do .without them. It is they that 
explore and work the mines, as well as melt the gold, filver, and copper they obtain 
from them: they print the ffoeft books, and engrave the plates. Cunning and avari¬ 
cious, they employ every artifice to keep up their credit in Tonquin : they colleague 
together, and all at once flop bringing any merchandize that may be in demand, and 
only bring a fupply when they are fure they may increafe the price, according to the 
demand for it. 

The Chinefe in Tonquin retain their national drefs, and all their cuftoms: they arrive 
by fea and land, but moft are from the provinces of Eokien and Canton: fome alfo 
come from the ifland of Haynam and Batavia. Thefe, befides the general merchan- 
dife above-mentioned, bring great quantities of tanned cx hides, or buffalo hides, 
which are in great demand, leather being very fcarce, as they eat almoft all animals 
with their Ikin, and what they do make being of very bad quality : woollen fluffs 
and cloths, which are in much efteem : painted linens of India: broad linen and 
cotton cloths. All the merchandifes of Europe are in great demand; cutlery, clocks, 
foaps, ointments, engravings or prints, fell immediately. In trading with this country, 
things of general ufe, low price, and eafy fale, are preferable to valuable goods, 
which would fall to the Ihare of the mandarins, or wives or officers of the King,, 
by whom they would find it difficult to get paid, even after they had fet their own 
price on them. 

As foon as a veffel arrives off the mouth of the river, intelligence is fent to court,, 
from whence a detachment of troops is fent to watch it, but as it is fome time before 

this 
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this detachment arrives, they profit by the interval to land goods, and to conceal from 
the foldiers fome of the moft valuable. 

The Chinefe veflels are allowed to go op as far as the camp of the governors of 
provinces, or to the chief cities and towns; the greater part even afcend to the capital 
of the province of the South, one of the largefl and bed peopled cities in the kingdom. 
The Englilh veflels have no longer that advantage ; they are obliged to remain five 
or fix leagues from the mouth of the river in the open fea. From their fettlement at ' 
Tonquin till 1730, or thereabouts, they as well as the Chinefe afcended as high as 
the capital of the province of the South ; but an Englifli captain having fmuggled tome 
copper, the King gave orders to feize his /Hip. The captain being informed of it, 
weighed anchor immediately to drop down the river: armed gallies were fent to attack 
him the river was barricadoed by a multitude of boats full of foldiers ; even flakes 
were driven with a view of flopping of him, but his men foon cut them down, a few 
cannon {hot deflroyed fome of their galleys, and killed feveral on board others, fo that 
they could only follow him at a diftance,as far as the fea, where he more boldly infulted 
them, and then fet fail. 

This contempt of the King’s orders caufed an interruption of the Englifh trade 
for ten or twelve years, and it was not refumed till about 1742, by their fubmitting to 
the laws of the country, which forbid Grangers from felling or landing goods, before 
they have obtained permiffion, and paid certain fees. 

They have no other money than what is of copper of a round form, without any 
impreffion, but merely four characters which mention the name of the King. This 
money has a lquare hole in the center, for the convenience of ftringing them together. 
They are divided by fixty, which make a mafs; ten maffes make a quail, or about 
the value of half a crown of our money. A quan weighs four or five pounds ; it may 
therefore be judged how troublefome a large funi mull be. This money is badly 
jftruck j and lofes its value when the character becomes defaced : which caufes a real 
and inevitable lots to the merchants : nor has it any fixed value ; it encreafes or di mi¬ 
niflies, at the pleafure of the court. They receive it alfo from China, which paffes as 
current as that coined in the country. 

From this it may be feen, that gold and filver are not ufed as money in Tonquin ; 
but it enters into their trade, and metals are fold or exchanged by weight; they are 
only ufed in large purchafes, or as prefents to the King or mandarins. The few pieces 
of coined gold or filver which circulate in trade, are brought from Japan, by the 
Chinefe, Dutch, and Englifli, Not that Tonquin does not polfefs mines of gold, 
the rivers of the country bring it down with their fand. Some are employed in finding 
it in a kind of ditches, into which they purpofely turn the courfe of the water, and 
find gold at the depth of five or fix feet in the Zands. They find ftill more in the clefts 
of the rocks, and the ft reams of fprings which iffue from them, which indicates mines 
not yet difeovered : there are even diftridts where gold ftiould be very plentiful, fince 
they there breed ducks, merely for the profit of the gold they extradt from their 
excrements. There are, befides, mines that are open, but which are only worked 
by the Chinefe; and as no one in Tonquin is acquainted with their procefs, they 
only account for what they think proper; neverlhelefs the natives of the country 
themfelves dig and work mines of copper, iron, and lead, but they are not 
fufficiently acquainted with the metallurgy to fepafate the precious metals that 
may be mixed with them. The gold and filver which come from their mines, 
are melted into fmall ingots or bars, each weighing ten ounces, equal to twelve 
of ours. 

5 ® 2 - The 
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The ounce of filver is eftimated in the country at the value of four and two-pence* 
thus the bar is worth two pound one and eight pence. Gold is worth from one 
pound to one pound five per ounce. This gold, as well as the filver, is of high re¬ 
pute, at leaft in the market, where it increafes or diminifhes in price according °to the 
demand for it. 

As they make confiderable prefents of thefe bars to the King and mandarins, who 
know nothing of the intrinfic value of metals, and only judge of the prefent 'by its 
bulk, and the price by its appearance, there are goldfmiths who make bars for that 
purpofe, fo as to contain one-third of alloy ; for which reafon the merchants prefer 
giving gold or filver bars in barter, than copper money, in the value of which thev 
cannot inipofe. It is, befides, more convenient for them to carry a bar of gold of 
ten ounces, than the fame value in copper coin, which would weigh fifteen hundred 
pounds. 

They feldom ufe weights and meafures in Tonquin in buying and felling ; or if 
they do, they are far from exadt, being juft as the parties agree. They generally fell 
by hand, and valuation. Linen and Huffs are fold by the cubit, which is very arbi¬ 
trary; filk and cotton have a weight peculiar to themfelves and this country only; 
gold and filver alone, which is fold in bars, has a fixed and equal value throughout 
the kingdom. ° 

S trangers i eceive in 1 onquin raw or wrought filk, fuch as gauzes, grograms, or 
ftrong fluffs: linen made from the bark of trees, which are handfome and fine ; 
different work in mother of pearl; works in ralan; all kinds of fmall furniture and 
works in varnifh; ebony, ivory, tortoife-fhell, cinnamon, copper, cotton, and feveral 
other articles more or lefs valuable. The Chinele take a great many falted ducks* 
which they preferve with a pafte compofed of pounded brick and fait, with 
which they cover them. They only eat the yellow. The exportation of rice is pro¬ 
hibited. Notwithftanding prohibitions, trade is carried on pretty freely in Tonquin ; 
the King only reserving to himfelf the fale of cinnamon and copper, 

ar deles of interior commerce are ; the nuts or fruit of the areka, green or dry, 
which are the chief ingredients in betel, the ufe of which is as common in India, as 
tobacco in Europe, but may be confidered more wholefome to thofe who chew it * 
me fruits of the country of all kinds; cotton in pods, or fpun cotton; linen and 
that made from bark. 

The temperature of the air admits of their rearing filk-worms all the year; thofe 
who chiefly depend on the profit derived from them, follow that method : however 
tne real lemon to rear them is during fix months, as long as the mulberry-tree throws 
eut new and tender leaves, for the quality of the filk entirely depends on the feeding 
the worms. The mulberry-trees in this country are not high, like thofe cultivated in 
the iouthem provinces of France, and in a great part of Italy-; they are only finall 
Jirubs, which every year are cut down to the ground during winter, and the plants 
, which mult be renewed from time to time, if they would obtain fine filk ; for it is 
known by experience, that the old plants, as well as the large trees, give but indif- 
-erent filk. rhe filk being ufed for almoft every thing, even among the people, is 
con idered as a neceffary, and every one rears mulberry plants and filk-worms at 
calt for their own ufe. They keep the worms extremely clean : they, put them on 
c ole hurdles, on which they feed them feveral times day and night. They come into 
exiftence, grow, and ipin their filk in the fpace of a month ; when they are at. matu¬ 
rity, tnev are expofed to the fun, or to the heat of a fire : they attach themfelves to 
a piece of ftraw, on which they fpin their filk: they are kept in clofe cabinets, or 
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fiieltered by filk gauze or very fine linen from the mulkitos, files and ants; they 
mull be equally protected from the fowls, rats and irogs, which are very fond of 
them. 

Cinnamon would be a very advantageous article of commerce to a more enter* 
prizing nation: the forefts abound with it: it is only cultivated in the King’s gardens, 
and thole of the temples: individuals are forbid to grow it, the King monopolizing 
the trade of it. The tree principally grows in the mountains on the frontiers of 
China; it much refembles the willow of Europe: they only take the firft and fecond 
bark, the third is neceffary to the prefervation of the tree. This tree delights in dry 
and airy filiations; wet, and plants that cling to thetn, kill the young plants : they 
might be obtained mote eafily from this country for tranfplanting than from the iiland 
of Ceylon. 

Varnifli. The tree which produces it does not rife above twelve or fifteen feet, its 
bark is whitifh, its leaves refemble thofe of the wild cherry: it does not grow very 
thick, the largeft and oldeft feldom exceed eighteen or twenty inches in circumference. 
This vegetable fyrup pretty much refembles turpentine, and is of a reddilh colour. 
That from the young trees is the beft: when they attain the age of twelve or fifteen 
years, and have acquired their full growth, the bark and leaves become of an afh co¬ 
lour, and their juice is coarfe; they are then cut down and replaced by others. At 
all ages, they take care to flop the diftillatitm in fpring and autumn, becaufe the varnifli 
is then mixed with water, and cannot be ufed. 

The proprietors of trees feldom give themfelves the trouble to collefl: the varnilh ; 
they fell the produce to merchants; the price is generally about three halfpence per 
tree. Thefe merchants hire people to collect it; one man is fufficient to manage fifty 
trees, becaufe they are planted very clofe together. A merchant is fatisfied when a 
thoufand trees produce a pound of varnifli in one night, which on the fpot fells for 
about half a crown; the price encreafes in proportion to the diftance it is brought 
from. 

Sugar would be a confiderable branch of commerce in Tonquin, if the inhabitants 
knew how to prepare it, and e/pecially to refine it. The cane grows naturally with 
them, and as they have an immenfity of rich moil! land, it would be very eafy for 
them to cultivate it, and fell a vail; quantity of fugar to foreigners : but they content 
themfelves with broiling the canes, llripped of their leaves and outer bark, under a 
mill, turned by an ox, boiling the juice twice, and obtaining from it a kind of thick 
fyrup which they call honey of fugar, and for which they have a quick fale in the in¬ 
terior of the country, where it is ufed in all forts of preferves, fruits, &c. 

Bamboo, or Indian cane, is of fo much ufe, and lb necefl’ary in Tonquin, that though 
it grows almoft every where naturally it becomes a confiderable objeft of trade in this 
country. It furnifhes many of the comforts of life ; befides the kind of food it con¬ 
tains, they obtain from it the fubftance of paper; houfes are built of and covered 
with it. Whole bamboos ferve for pillows ; when fplit, it is cut into lathes, which are 
ufed for boards and coverings ; when the wood is full grown it is capable even wheu 
fplit, of fupporting the greatefl burthens. Many houfeholtf utenfils are made of it, 
and alfo boats ; divided into line flireds, it can be worked into handfome balkets and 
boxes of different fixes, of the neateft work. 

1 he coniumption of paper being confiderable in Tonquin, it conflitutes one of the 
chief articles of the trade of the country. They not only ufe it at funerals, they alfo 
. decorate their houfes, and cover the walls, and ornament the cielings with it, and res 
new it every year. Literature takes a great deal, becaufe it can only be written on 
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one fide. It is made from many trees and plants of the country, but chiefly from 
the bamboo and cotton, next to which are the mulberry tree and elm. 

Though the Tonquinefe confume a vaft quantity of fait, the water of the fea which 
wafhes their fhores, is not fait enough to allow the fait to cryflallize by the mere heat 
of the fun ; the many very large rivers that empty themfelves into it, within a very 
confined fpace, prevents that effect But as fak is one of the firft neceffaries, many 
people are employed in making a fufficient quantity for the confumption of the king¬ 
dom, and though it cofts much care and trouble, it is very cheap. There are whole 
townftiips employed in this work, and which follow no other. 

It may be feen from what has been faid, that a country fo rich in Irfelf as Tonquin 
mijrht fupply a confiderable trade with Europe. It borders on the richeft provinces 
of China • and it might be poffible by that means to obtain a part of the productions 
of that vaft empire, "the depot of which might be in the chief commercial cities of 
Tonquin ; and in return the productions of Europe might obtain a wider market: 
but to effeCt that the government muft allow more freedom to commerce, and that 
the extortions of the mandarins fhould not be authorifed, that free eftabliihments be 
allowed foreigners who might require to refide in the interior of the country to carry 
on their connections, which would be as much advantage to the court, as to the people 
in general. But the adminiftration has not yet opened its eyes to thefe fources of 
public profperity : they keep in a fake dread of revolutions, and invafions from foreign 
forces that they fear the pretence of commerce might favour. That is what prevents 
all communications with foreigners, and that they will fcarcely allow them to remain 
any time on their frontiers, or in their fea-ports; the Chinefe only, as we have fliewft, 
are received in great numbers. 


CHAP. XL Government of Tonquin :—Revolutions :—Divifion of the Power between 

two So vereigns. 


THOUGH Tonquin was formerly part of the empire of China, and there are ftill 
remains of cities and towns obfervable that the fovereigns had built; yet the Ton¬ 
quinefe have always been confidered as quite a diftinft people from the Chinefe, who, 
even in the rernoteft times, called them barbarians; in fact, they very much referable 
the Eaft Indians, by the form of their features, their food, and manner of drefling : 
by the cuftom of ftaining their teeth black, and going barefooted ; they have alfo a 
remarkable conformity with the other Indians in the right great toe, which flick out 

far from the other toes. ... 

It muft not be expected to find any thing certain in regard to the ancient hiflory 
of Tonquin, and the manner in which it was governed before it became a province of 
China: it is probable the natives of the country were then unacquainted with writing, 
for in this refpeft we find no inftruCtive record: what modern hiftorians have faid of 
it, fhould only be confidered as fables, founded on popular tradition, too abfurd to be 


believed. 

However this country has for many ages ufed the Chinefe character in writing, and 
adopted part of the laws and cuftoms of that empire, which are ftill obferved ; which 
at leaft proves that there has been a clofe connection between thefe two neighbouring 
people; though it is not known whether the effect of voluntary intercourfe or of 
con quell. If the Chinefe chronicles are believed, the boundaries of that vaft empire 
once extended to the kingdom of Siam : in this fuppofition Tonquin certainly formed 
part of it; its lituation expofed it to the firft efforts of the conquerors, and it muft, 
* a in 


HISTORY OF TONQUIN. 


W 

in that time, have been incorporated with the reft of the empire. But it was not for 
long. Scarce had the Chinefe armies retired, than the Tartars defcendecl from the 
mountains, and rendered themfelves mafters of Tonquin. They were commanded 
by a chief named Ding, who, aflifted by fome vagabonds, took the title of King, 
and arrogated its prerogatives. But his government was fo infupportable, that the 
natives role againft him, and came to open revolt, in which he was maffacred- 

In all probability this revolution was fermented by the Chinefe, and followed by 
civil wars between the different parties which arofe in the kingdom, and exhaufted the 
nation to fuch a degree, that they refolved to choofe a chief who fupported and reftored 
it. The fovereign power was conferred on a lord named Ledayhang, with the title of. 
King. 

It was under his reign that the Ghinefe entered Tonquin in force: he vigouroufly 
oppofed their enterprize, and died fighting. His fuccefibr, worthy of him, vanquifhed 
the Chinefe in fix or feven pitched battles, and re-eftablifhed peace and plenty in his 
dominion : it was he who in the courfe of a long and quiet reign, built that vaft and 
magnificent marble palace, the ruins of which now only remain- 

His pofterity reigned quietly for five or fix generations, and became extinft in the- 
perfon of a daughter of the laft prince of the blood, heirefs to the kingdom. She 
married a powerful lord of the family of Tran, who was vanquifhed by another lord: 
of the family of Ho. The conqueror, after putting to death the princefs and the 
King her hufband, feized the fceptre and mounted the throne. He did not long 
enjoy his fuceefs ; his outrages irritated his new fubjefts, who called in the Chinefe- 
to their afliftance ; they vanquifhed the tyrant, and kilted him in battle. The fruit of 
this victory to the Tonquinefe was the lofs of their liberty : the Chinefe finding them¬ 
felves the ftrongeft,. once more took, poffeffion of a country, of which they had before 
been mafters. 

The form of government was changed;: Tonquin was no longer ruled by a Prince 
of its own nation, but by viceroys fent by the Emperor of China, who eftablifhed the 
Chinefe laws, cuftoms and fciences. Thefe eftablifhments which feemed intended to 
intirely occupy the people, by fubjedting them to an uniform life, were followed by a 
long ftate of tranquillity, which gave them rime to affiime a confiftence which they 
may be faid to preferve at this day; fince the people of Tonquin make it a kind of. 
boaft to obferve in every thing the; ; cuftoms and laws of China; but they did not 
obliterate the remembrance of their former liberty, and the defire of regaining it. 

Some viceroys abufed their power, and praftifed fuch vexations that the whole 
nation threw off the yoke; they took up arms under a general as prudent as 
brave, named Li. The Chinefe were cut to pieces; and the viceroy perifhed in the 
addon. 

Fortune continuing favourable to the Tonquinefe, they drove the Chinefe beyond 
their frontiers, and even feized a great part of the province of Canton ; but their 
general perceiving that their very fuccefs exhaufted them, made offers of peace, which 
the civil wars then raging in China, obliged the Emperor to accept- He withdrew 
his troops on conditions, which for five or fix hundred years have been faithfully 
obferved. 1 

They obliged them every three years to fend an extraordinary embafly to China, 
with pi efents in foimof tribute* Ihefe prefents confifted, as exprefsly mentioned 
in the treaty, of a certain number of fmall gold ftatues, reprefenting criminals de- • 
manding pardon, and by that the Tonquinefe acknowledged themfelves as fuch, in 
regard to the Chinefe,. for having maffacred a viceroy of that nation. This cuftom 
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no longer exifts; inftead of ftatues the ambaffador prefents a certain quantity of gold 
books. The Kings of Tonquin alfo receive their feal from the Emperor of China, as 
a mark of dependence, and a confirmation of their coming to the throne: a cuftom 
which does not prevent the Kings of Tonquin from being abfolute maflers in their 

own ftates. . 

Their ambaffadors are received in China with as much pomp as magnificence, Ida 
through attention or attachment to the Kings of Tonquin, than to give a high idea of 
their power, by exalting the grandeur of their'vaffals. When the Emperor of China 
fends an ambaffador to Tonquin, this ambaffador fupports the pride of his nation, by 
the pomp and number of his retinue, and the ftate he maintains, even; with the King, 
neither treating with him nor his minifters, except in the houfe In which he has been 
received at Kacho, and paying no vifit. It is at this price that peace has been pre- 
ferved between the two ftates, fince the great revolution which drove the Chinefe out 

of Tonquin. _ 

The General Li was the principal chief and inftrument, and the Tonqmnefe were 
fully fenfible of his important fervices : they acknowledged him as King, and his 
defendants fucceeded him without interruption for more than two centuries. In the 
m idft of this prolperity, when the family of Li thought itfelf firmly eftablifhed on the 
throne, and reckoned on the entire affection of the people, an adventurer named 
Mack, an artful and ambitious man, bom in the village of Batflia, fituafed at the 
mouth of the river, after, in his youth, having followed the profeflion of a fi flier man, 
and rifmg by degrees to the dignity of grand mandarin, now faw only the throne that 
could gratify his ambition, and he effectively got poffeffion of it, lefs by force than by 
addrefs. The Princes of the dynafty of Li, living in effeminacy and inaction, paid 
no attention to his bold proceedings till it was impoffible to flop their progrefs. The 
ufurper, ibon after* feezing the feeptre, made hafte to fortify Batflia, and other places, 
. which enabled him to refill his powerful enemies, the more formidable, as the greater 
part of the nation with grief faw him fill the throne of their ancient Kings. I he 
moft formidable of thefe enemies was Hoaving, governor or grand mandarin of the 
province of Tenchoa : he had married his daughter to an adventurer named Tring, 
of an extraordinary ftrength and courage, who for fome time had been chief of a 
band of robbers, a fituation that has nothing difhonourable in it in the Eaft Indies, 
'lince it is not punifhed by death, hut on the contrary often leads to a brilliant fortune. 
Hbaving gave the command of his troops to his fen-in-law, and before he died, named 
"him tutor to his only fon, then about fourteen or fifteen years of age. 

Tring, mafter of all his brother’s forces, and feconded by the greateft part of the 
nation, made open war on the ufurper Mack, and vanquifhed him. After his defeat, 
he retired to the country of Kaobang, a frontier of China, where he fet up a kind of 
independent fovereignly, which he left to his pofterity. They have enjoyed it nearly 
two hundred years, under the condition of an annual tribute to Tonquin. The 
lafl Prince of this race was ftripped of his ftates by the King of Tonquin, about 
one hundred and fifty years ago : it is not known if he left any inheritors of his 
rights. 

The fuccefs of Tring did not fo far blind him as to lead him to openly ufurp the 
royal power. After making himfelf mafter of the capital of the kingdom, and de- 
inolilhing the fortifications erected by his enemy, he caufed it to be publiflied, that the 
heir pf the houfe of Ho-Ii might appear; that he had only taken up arms to replace 
him on the throne of his anceftors : on this affurance, a young Prince of this family 
appeared, who had been wandering difguifed ia the forefts. He immediately acknow¬ 
ledged 
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lodged him for his ftwereign ; hut referred to himfelf and his defcendants the dignity 
of general of all the forces of the kingdom, under the title of cliova. 

The young Hoaving impatiently endured that alt his father’s power had been em¬ 
ployed only to eflablilh the fortune of his brother-in-law, and to call a Prince to the 
throne, whole rights he confidered as annihilated by the revolution in which the Prince 
his father had fallen ; he refufed to pay homage to the new King, or to acknowledge 
Tring as general of the crown : civil war was lighted up in every part of the king¬ 
dom : the people were overwhelmed with the greatell misfortunes, efpecially in the 
province of Tcnchoa, where Hoaving had eftablifhed the center of his operations. But 
finding, at length, that he was too weak much longer to refill Tring, he retired into 
Cochin-china, which was then a province of Tomjuin, where he caufed himfelf to he 
proclaimed by his troops general of the kingdom, with the fame rights as his brother- 
in-law Tring, with whom he made war as long as he lived. The defcendants .of Tring 
and Hoaving, inherited the hatred as well as the titles and pretenfions of the two 
brothers-in-law, and ever fmee then, for near two hundred and fifty years, there have been 
two lieutenant-generals of the kingdom, one refidingat Kacho, and the other in Cochin- 
china. Both acknowledged the fupreme authority of the King of Tonquin, but did 
not ceafe to treat each other as enemies, never cealing the war, till the general efta- 
bliflied in Cochin-china, finding himfelf flrong enough not to fear any thing from the 
Tonquinefe general, who was befides occupied in another war, alTumed the title of 
King, and declared himfelf independant of Tonquin. In this revolution, the new 
kingdom of Cochin-china became much extended, feveral petty foverei^ns became 
tributary to it, which placed it in a flare to have nothing to fear from the King of 
Tonquin, nor the grand general, although his declared enemies. This kingdom equally 
freed itfelf from all dependence on China, and has no fliare in the folemn embafly 
that the I onqumefe feed there every three years. 

It is laid that at the time of thefe different revolutions, and notwithfianding the 
pretenfions and enterpnzes of the two generals, the weflern part of Tonquin was 
governed by a fovereign, whofe fway extended nearly to the gate of the royal city 
I Jus country was then very populous, but its laft Prince having married his own 
filler, was accufed before the King of Tonquin, who only wanting a pretence to deftroy 
this power, declared war againfl him. Not being able to fubdue him by open force 
he pretended to accept fome propofals that were offered him by that Prince, and had 
him affaflmated m an interview, appointed to treat of peace. His ftates ruined by 
a long war, yhich had continued for fifty or fixty years, were re-imitcd to Tonquin. 
It is thought that the Princes who reigned in this country were of the family of Ho-li 
and that they flill have a considerable party, who only wait a fit opportunity to fhake 
oft the yoke, and regain their rights, ufurped by force, it is faid they hold fecret 
meetings and are forming magazines of arms in the forefts, which may probably 
in the end occafion fome revolution, and entirely change the prefent form of govern- 

I here is but one King m Tonquin, known by the name of dova: he has the title 
as well as the diftmguifhmg ornaments : in his name all the laws are promulgated he 
is fuppofed to order every thing; but in reality, be has nothing to do with die ,o- 
ri-Ttvf * lh . ls J ultom is founded on the condud that Tring, the firft gencraAif 

. y ‘Tpeared as the ^ firft fubjed, and confidential minifter of the monarch, bur 

Tolu ix! VC1 ^ refpCa 3nd devot, ’ on > he aItached aW the prerogatives of fovereign 
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power to his place, by the King himfelf, who made them hereditary in his family, 
which dill enjoys them. 

This image of royal majefty, lives fhut up in his palace, only having a fmalt 
detachment of troops under his command, which ferve him as fpies. Cuftom only 
allows him to appear abroad two or three times in the year, for fome ceremonies* 
lefs appertaining to the date than to religion, and which are the remains of Chinefe 
inftitutions, fuch as blefiing the earth, which the Prince folemnly performs, after 
fadings, and general prayers, during which he tills the earth, like the Emperor 
of China, to honour agriculture. This is what they call the facrifice of heaven, or 
the canja. 

The remains of the ancient power of the dova, have always given umbrage to the 
general: he has fometimes tried to perform the canja ; but. the mandarins, and even 
the troops who are folely under his orders, refufed to put on the habits of ceremony, 
which they affume on this occafion, and finding all dalles ready to rife againd him, 
he had the confufion of being obliged to let the facrifice recommence by the dova, to 
the great fatisfa&ion of the nation. 

Another foleinn ceremony, called the theckyda, takes place every year, with the 
greated pomp, and fhould be performed by the King, at the head of all the troops* 
Its intention is to purge the dates of Tonquin of all evil fpirits. The generals have- 
better fucceeded in arrogating to themfelves the right of performing this ceremony. 
As the troops perform the principal functions, and the nation conceives itfelf lefs inte- 
reded in, and as it is a kind of military expedition againd aerial fpirits, the generals 
have infendbly retained it. They have been fearful that the King might aft artfully, and 
obtain a party among the troops, and might one day take occafion of this ceremony 
to get rid of the general, and re-unite his power to the feeptre he is fuppofed to bear. 

Commiffions fhould alfo be fealed with the King’s feal, without which they would 
not be edeemed valid. It is to him only that the Emperor of China allows the title 
of King, in no way acknowledging the authority of the general : he alfo twice every 
month, on the firfl and fifteenth day of the moon, receives the vifits of foine manda¬ 
rins, and a Prince of the blood, that the general fends to pay their court; they appear 
before him in blue robes, with bonnets of cotton, fabricated in the manufactures of 
the country. 

With the exception of thefe ceremonies, the King or Emperor of Tonquin, for that 
is the title given him by Europeans, to didinguilh him from the chova, to whom they 
give that of King, is abfolutely unknown to his people: he lives in total feclufion, 
impenetrable to the eyes of the nation. 

The dova has his feparate quarter, within the enclofure of the chova’s palace, which 
occupies a part of the royal city. If he happens to go out, the people are not per¬ 
mitted even to look at him. Notice is given the day befm*e, to all the inhabitants of 
the city and country, to keep from the way the Prince is to go : the women mu ft 
remain in the interior of their houfes : they mud not fhew themfelves under pain of 
death : and this fevere fentence is executed on the fpot, if any one fhould difobey the 
order, even through ignorance. Thus the King is invifible to all but his troops, 
and the officers who furround him. 

There is no edablifhed order in the fuccedion to the throne. The dova, or em¬ 
peror himfelf, is often ignorant which of his fons will focceed him, though lie fhould 
name him, and even though he fhould have but oiie fon, he would not be certain of 
eaving him the crown and title of King j becaufe the chova or general alone dijpofes 
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of it, and being obliged to give it a Prince of the imperial blood, he chutes him he 
fuppofes he can moll rely upon. The eldell fon of the King has never an exclusive 
right to the throne : in Tonquin, as in China, it has always been the cuftom to chute 
the moll worthy among the Princes of the blood royal: likewife the election, or 
aflumption of the throne inuft be confirmed by the fovereign tribunal: without this 
precaution, the Prince eledl would not be fure of his fituation, efpecially in a nation 
obftinately attached to its cufloms. 

However confined the power of the King of Tonquin may be, his education is never 
neglected. He is exa&ly infbru&ed in all the laws of his country, and the rites obferved in 
it. His youth is paffed with mailers, who make him go through all the exercifes of learn¬ 
ing and religion ; but from that time he is immerfed in effeminacy and idlenels ; his 
ftudies finifhed,- he paffes the rell of his life in uninterrupted pleafures. He is 
amufed with concerts, fliews and dances, he has women allowed him at an early age 
to keep him in diffipation; his table is ferved feven different times, both day and night, 
and the etiquette is, to place on it a hundred and twenty different dilhes. 

The dignity of general of the forces of the kingdom is become hereditary in the 
family of Tring. The general who commanded, or rather reigned, about thirty years 
ago, was the feventh defcendant from Tring. This form of government, the model 
of which the Tonquinefe feem to have taken from Japan, is fo well ellablilhed, and 
has hitherto appeared to be fo well relilhed by the nation, that all the royal preroga¬ 
tives belong to the chova, or general. 

It is the general who makes war or peace, who confirms or abrogates the law's, 
who pardons or condemns criminals, who creates or depofes civil and military 
officers, who impofes taxes, and who collefts all the revenues of the crown, and dii- 
pofes of them at pleafure. 

The eldell fon of the chova almofl always fucceeds him. However ambition fometimes 
creates violent diftentions among the brothers, and has caufed dreadful civil wars, 
w'hich has given rile to the proverb, that the death of a thoufand dovas is not lb 
dangerous to Tonquin as that of one chova. Therefore the brothers and uncles of 
the reigning chova are at his difpofal, and he generally keeps them in the utmoll 
fubjeftion. He even often puts them to death on the ilighteft fufpicion. The firft 
defendants of Tring afted with more generality and confidence; thev lhared the 
cares of public affairs with their brothers and uncles ; they bellowed the moll honour¬ 
able titles on them, and entrufted them wdth the moll important employments. But 
fince the end of the laft century, and during the reign of a chova well verfed in all 
the arts of oriental policy, diftruflful, fufpicious, and of an ill Hate of health, 
Which Hill encreafed his fears, the cuftom of keeping all thofe at a difiance from 
public affairs, all thofe who by their birth might pretend to fovereign power, has 
prevailed. 

Only the prefumptive heir of the general, who is called chura, or young general, 
has any lhare in governing, and is often affociated with his father. This prefumptive 
heir to the firft dignity in Tonquin, has a diftindl court from his father, and almoil 
as brilliant, with his mandarins and officers with the fame titles, but who every w-here 
give way to thofe of the reigning chova ; at his death, thole of the chura take their, 
place, except fome old minifters, whofe wifdom and experience retain them in the em¬ 
ployments. 

'The prefent race of chova is fubjedt to fits of madnefs, which at intervals deprive 
them of the ufe of the fenfes: this malady feetns to have been hereditary in this 
family, fince the time of him who came to the dignity of chova in 1682, and whofe 1 
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father hhnfelf had been attacked with fits of melancholy, which rendered even his 
neareft relations hateful to him. In one of the fits of madnefs, he put to death the 
Prince chekening, his fecond brother, whofe valour, juftice and liberality had 
rendered him the idol of the nation, who had given him the furname of the Lightning 
of Tonquin, after a glorious war, which he had conduced againft Cochin-China, 
and which he had terminated by an advantageous peace. The gratitude and attach¬ 
ment of the nation only encreafed the jealoufy and hatred of the chova ; he recalled 
his brother to the capital. This hero, who might have defied him at the head of a 
victorious army, did not hefitate to obey his orders, although he forefaw the fate that- 
awaited him. He was thrown into a dark dungeon, where he languiflied for a long 
time, till the regret the nation fhewed at being deprived of the fupport and example 
of fo great a man, awakened the envenomed rage of the chova, who caufed him to 
be poifoned : on receiving the poifon, which was to deprive him of life, he turned 
towards the palace, he teftified his refignation by all the marks of refpeft pratlifed 
in Tonquin, and fwallowed the fatal liquor: he expired a few hours afterwards, with 
all the appearance of the utmoft tranquillity of foul. 

The chova’s court is always pompous and brilliant; every thing is in the utmoft 
order : his numerous guard occupies the courts of the palace ; a number of eunuchs, 
fpread through the apartments, receive the petitions of the mandarins, and bring them 
the Prince’s orders : the petitions of the chiefs are prefented kneeling. The light of 
this Prince’s court is the molt ftrilcing picture of oriental del'potifra; all the moll 
powerful lords of the kingdom are there afferabled, who only feek to obtain their 
mailer’s finiles by their refpe£t and profound fubmiflion. Thefe kind of alfembles 
poffefs an air of majelly, which would even impofe on Europeans, except for the 
fervile law, which obliges even the grandees to be barefooted during the whole of the 
audience, but it is the cuftom of the court, and has nothing humiliating it it for thofe 
who pra&ife it. The fovereign treats them with affability, and it may be faid that 
his government is very mild, in comparifon to that of many other eaftern courts. 
The greateft punilhmenis they have to dread are fines or banilhmentj there is 
only the crime of treafon, true or fuppofed, which expoies them to the forfeit of 
their lives. 

They begin to affetnble at the chova’s at day-break, that Is about fix o’clock, and 
the audience finifhes about ten. There only remains with the chova, the captain of 
his "guards and his domeftic officers, the greater part of which are eunuchs, at Ieaft 
thofe who enter the women’s apartments. They are very numerous, fome of them 
very young, and fo proud and overbearing that they are detefted by the whole nation. 
They however poffefs much of the chova’s confidence in the affairs of government, as 
well as in his domeftic concerns, and after feven or eight years’ fervice in the palace 
they arrive at public employment, and rife by degrees to the firft dignities in the king¬ 
dom ; while the learned men, even the molt celebrated, often remain in obfeurity. 
But it is almoft always the intereft of the chova which elevates thefe eunuchs, and 
not their talents,' nor the perfonal efteem he has for them : when they die, the wealth 
they had accumulated by all kinds of meannefs and injuftice reverts to the fovereign, 
who only allows their relations what he thinks proper. Thefe eunuchs, though abfo- 
Tutely mutilated, have ftill a numerous feraglio, and as their condition is a certain 
method of advancing in office, perfons of diftinguiflied rank, in the maturity of their 
age, and fathers of many children, have become eunuchs, in order to approach the 
perfon of the Prince, gain his confidence, and by that means arrive at the firft digni¬ 
ties in the kingdom. Very few die in confequence of this painful operation. Never- 
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thelefs among this kind, fo vile and degraded, are found fome of brilliant talents, 
either for adminiftration, or the command of armies: but it has been obferved that 
thofe eunuchs had loft their virility when young and by accident, which in Tonquin 
is regarded as the prefage of merit and greatnefs. Thefe accidents happen in this 
country by the bites of dogs, and more efpecially pigs, which being very common, 
and kept in their houfes, often mutilate the children, who go naked till the age 
of feven. 

Ong-ja-tu-lea, governor of the province of Hienquang, admiral, and miiiifter for 
foreign affairs in the laft century, was a eunuch of this kind : an incorruptible judge, 
a brave Soldier, as prudent as fuccefsful he was looked upon by the whole nation, as 
the honour and the Source of happinefs of Tonquin. The then reigning chova having 
occafion for an able minifter, to relieve him in the cares and fatigue of government, 
to which his weak ftate of health prevented him paying proper attention, believed 
himfelf infpired in a dream to raife the firft man who fhould prefent himfelf before 
him the next morning to that eminent llation, and by the fame force of imagination, 
he believed that he had feen the likenefs of him he was to meet. Waking full of this 
idea, he was furprifed to find exaftly in the firft man whole affairs brought him to the 
palace a perfect refemblance with him that his imagination had traced on his mind. 
He took him near his perfon with as much confidence as if he had known him for 
a long time, and in a long difcourfe he had with him found he polfelfed fo much wit 
and underftanding, that he did not hefitate to invert; him with an authority almofl: 
equal to his own : the offices and dignities he bellowed on him only ferved to juftify 
his choice. But was it that thefe excelfive favours, and a power almoft unlimited, made 
the favourite forget what he owed his mailer ? or the jealoufy of the chova, who had 
fo cruelly put his brother to death, was the caufe of the wretched end of Ong-ja-tu-lea, 
fti!l illuftrious in Tonquin, by the Angularity of his good fortune, and cruel death ? 
however it might be, under pretence of a confpiracy againft the ftate, whether true or 
faife, the unfortunate minifter was condemned to death, the moll horrible of all 
executions: he was torn to pieces by four horfes j his limbs were cut in pieces, burnt, 
and his alhes thrown into the river. 

At the commencement of every year, the mandarins and military officers renew 
their oath of fidelity to the chova: thefe afterwards receive the fame oath from their 
wives, their children, domeftics, and all their dependants. 

The refidence of the chova is always at Kacho, in an immenfe palace, enclofed 
with walls, in the centre of the city j it is fur rounded by a great number of final! 
houfes, for lodging the foldiers ; the interior buildings have two ftories, with openings 
or porticos to give free paffage to the air. The gates are lofty and majeftic. The 
apartments of the Prince, and thofe of his wives are decorated with art the magnifi¬ 
cence and luxury of the country, that is to fay, that they are enriched with much 
gilding, and the moll beautiful varnilh: they contain all the riches and rarities, 
collefted during a long fucceflion of years by powerful and abfolute fovereigns. 

In the firft court are the ftables of the molt beautiful horfes, and largeft elephants: 
behind the palace are gardens divided into alleys and parterres, with large fheets 
of water, and every thing that can ferve to amufe a Prince who feldom "quits his 
refidence. 

The feraglio is filled with women of all ranks, who offer themfelves to refide there, 
or are chofen for their talents and abilities to contribute to the pleafure of the Prince : 
there are particularly a great many comedians. The chova who reigned at the begin¬ 
ning of the prefent century, was the l'on of a woman of that clafs. ° Thefe wives, or 
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concubines, are at lead four hundred in number: but the chova grants his favours 
to very few. She that brings him the firft fon receives diftinguifhed honours. The 
other concubines who have children by him, take the name of du£ba, or excellent 
woman. All the male children, with the exception of the el deft, who has the title of 
chum, are called ducong, or excellent man, and the daughters batua, or princeffes. 
The reft of the women who do not approach the general’s bed, and who are only in. 
the feraglio to make up number, have but indifferent entertainment while the chova 
lives : as foon as he dies they are turned out of the palace, and they are only allowed 
to marry among the very dregs of the people. 

If the general folemnly marries according to the laws of the country, which feldom 
happens, except in the la 11 . years of Ills life, and when he no longer expeQs to have 
any children, the woman he marries is always of royal extraction', and enjoys all the 
honours of her rank j fhe is entitled mother of the kingdom. The Prince in fome 
manner buys her, by the tribute he pays to the province of Thamhoa, or Tenchoa, 
ox which (lie is generally a native, 

rn ™e '^ eir father lives, the children of the chova want nothing as to opulence and 
rlnhntlion. After his death, his fucceffor only gives his brothers and filters fuch 
revenue as he thinks proper, which diminiflies in proportion as they are diftant from 
the throne, in the fifth or fixth degree, they receive nothing. As all thefe Princes' 
nui i y, artu have children, they muft eventually be reduced to great poverty : the moft 
part only live by rapine, and fall by degrees into a flate the more contemptible, as 
they cannot obtain any office nor military employment. They have been Teen as 
porters m the public market, and affecting to ufe hooks ftained of a colour which 
announces their origin, 

. 111S tni e that when the general comes to the fovereign command, he takes precau- 
tions that his brothers fhould not leave a numerous pofterity. If they give him any 
caufe of diftruft, he knows how to get rid of them, under pretences that are always 
approved of: others are kept under a reftraint that a good deal refembles flavery; 
born with the fmeft underftandings, fome have preferved their lives, by pretending to 
e i ims : in this cafe they are lodged in a kind of prifon, where they have merely 
the comforts of life. They entertain a kind of refpea for this condition; it Teems 
to announce the hgitmiacy of the defcendance from the royal family, in which madnefs 
js an Hereditary duorder. 

J!*? OVa ’ or legitimate King of Tonquin, being only an ideal perfonage, without 
■ J real P owe ^ ,t; 1S fuflicient to have flightly mentioned him, to have given afufficient 
idea of him : however abbut thirty five years fince the family of the Dova was near 
recovering his authority. 1 he then reigning chova, who had no children, had given 
his whole confidence to an ambitious eunuch, who abfolutely governed in his name, 

H m-,L°T h k *n **/• P ro jf^ °f feizing the fovereign authority, by affaflinating 
! ? “ ’ w ! 1Ich he , dld frcretly. It was eafy for him for fomecime to conceal hi 
crime m a palace where every one obeyed his orders, and where the monarch is 
genemhy invifible to all but lome of his favourites. The eunuch continued to give 
his orders in the name of the chova, faying he was ill, and that til! he was perfectly 

13 ft i" "°u ^ ""J ° Jie * The brothera and nephews of the chova who aft 

equally pretended to the right to fueceed him, fuf^ed his tragical end, and by 

urqumes proved tne crime againft the eunuch. Many parties were formed in the 
kingdom, who took arms on different fides, each drawing over to his caufe the towns 
arid yrhages o^er winch hehad moft authority; the whole country was ravaged by 
tee war; the lands remained uncultivated, the plague was added to the herroTsof war 

and 
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jmd Famine; one-lialf of the inhabitants of the kingdom perifhed in the courfe of eight 
years that this civil war lafted. The legitimate fovereign at length awoke from his 
ftupor ; he quitted the palace in which he was born, and in which he had been flint up 
till that moment: he endeavoured to reduce the different rebel parties under his 
authority: many joined him without much fuccefs, becaufe thofe who aimed at the 
fovereign authority, and the right of replacing the chova, as foon as they found they 
had the worft in the enterprifes, retired to inacceffible places in the mountains and 
forefts, from whence they iffued when the cccafion was favourable. At length the 
King in 1748, having got poflefiion of the arfenal of the province of Tan-hoa* 
where he found arms and ftores, fubdued the rebels and difarmed them. "1 he ancient 
form of government was re-eftablifted, that is to fay, the dova returned to his palace, 
and himfelf chofe a chova, or general of the troops, depofitary of the fovereign power, 
who only appears to execute his orders ; but who, fooner or later, will imperceptibly 
re-affume the abfolute and independant power which his predeceflors enjoyed. 

CHAP. XII. — Of the Forces of the Kingdom. 

TONQUIN has no fortified places : fte is proud in having no other ramparts than 
her troops: her forces would indeed be for midable if the courage of the foldiers equalled 
their number. They reckon a hundred and forty thoufand men, eight or ten thoufand 
of which are cavalry: they have alfo three hundred and fifty elephants: but this 
multitude is for the tnoft part only commanded by eunuchs, who in general, are not 
brave, a very requifite quality in an officer, and have feldom any knowledge in the 
military art: they all buy their fituations. 

The officers are, the enfign, who commands ten men ; the captain, a hundred ; and 
the colonel, five hundred. There are no general officers who have larger divifions 
except in time of war. Since the revolution in Cochin-China, when the chova made 
himfelf independent, and aflumed the title of King, a body of ten thoufand men is 
kept on the frontiers, commanded by a general officer, who has the care of preferving 
the kingdom on that fide, and watching the motions of the troops of a fovereign, whom 
they regard as an enemy. Each governor of a province has feven hundred men and 
an elephant under his orders : thefe detachments are intended to maintain the police, 
and execute the orders of the chova. 

The reft of the military force is aflembled in the royal city, or the adjoining camp, 
and cannot be compofed of leis than a hundred thoufand men. It is in this army that 
the chova places all his confidence : by this means he is fure to keep the nation in 
refpefl and obedience, without having occafion for fortified places, which might as 
well a£t againfl: him, by the infidelity of the commandants, as contribute to his 
defence. 

Thus though Tonquin is a country open on all fides, it has little to fear from its 
neighbours. All that furround it are too weak to attack n j the kingdom of Laos is 
tributary to it. Cochin-China in its actual ftate dare not undertake to make conquefts; 
the inclinations and policy of the Emperors of China do not lead them to conquer, 
and they would lofe more by declaring war againft Tonquin than by maintait^ng 
peace with her : befides they know by experience, that they have never been able to keep 
that kingdom under their dominion, even after having been absolute mailers of it for 
a long time. Tonquin is equally fafe towards the fea, which is not any where approach¬ 
able by an enemys fleet. The mouths of the river’s are fo narrow, that it is only with 
extreme precaution that large veffels can enter them : the bay of Tonquin, though 
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very large, defends the coafts where they might land by the flioals which furround 
them for more than two leagues in the fea. It is faid that there is a narrow but very 
deep river, by which veffels might with the affiftance of good pilots, al'cend oven 
to the royal city ; but this route is yet unknown, and would never be attempted by 
Indian navigators. 

Every year in the fifth moon there is a general review of the troops, under the 
infpection of the chova, who himfelf manoeuvres: this review is accompanied with three 
dilcharges of heavy artillery and mulketry : it is enough fora foldiert o poffefs fome little 
learning or fome trade to be excufed appearing: the elephants are exercifed as well 
as the men; when once trained, they are obedient to command, and perform their 
evolutions with wonderful precifion. 

Their arms are mulkets with match-looks : they have as yet no knowledge of our 
fpring locks; bows and arrows, the fabre, pike/demi-pike and fhield: the foldiers, 
as well as the officers, only wear their arms when exercifing, or when on fome expe¬ 
dition ; except then, they are kept in the arfenal. The troops intended to guard the 
provinces, have the fame annual review, in prefence of the mandarins or governors : 
each of them having a camp near his refidence, in imitation of that of the royal city •- 
all thefe troops have no regular uniform : every foldier knows his chief and his divifion 
which is fufficient for him : he is drefled like the people, except that his habit is not 
fo long. 1 hofe who do the duty of the King’s houfe, are cloathed in blue or red 
fluffs, and efpecially in European cloth, when they can fupply them with it: it is 
a di ft motion fet apart for them. 

There are no foldiers in the eaft more expert in the ufe of their arms than thofe 
of Tonquin : they exercife on land and on board of galleys with mulketry and cannon: 
thofe who fhoot belt and hit the mark are rewarded, and thofe who mifs feveral times 
fuccellively are puniffied. They have a lingular proof of bravery, of which the King 
is judge, unlefs he appoints one of his chief officers: it confifts in receiving a certain 
number of blows with a wooden fabre on the head and body: the champion mult 
bear them firmly, without trying to avoid them: if he finks under the blows, he 
does not for that lofe the reward propofed for his conflancy: the braveft is he who, 
in this exercife, does not even fhrink : after having been the receiver, he becomes 
the aggreffor in his turn. It is faid that a King of Tonquin, in order to prove how far 
the courage of his braveft foldiers could go, and the contempt of death, had a deep 
ditch dug, ftuck foil of fwords and pikes, and propofed as a reward to him who 
mould be brave enough to throw himfelf into it a confiderable employ. Only one 
ioldiei appealed rafh enough to throw himfelf into the ditch; the fwords which were 
only lupported by a flight thread, gave way under the weight of his body, and did 
lum no injury : he confelTed afterwards, that what had determined him was, that he 
confidered that the promifed recompence would be ufelefs, if he was to be killed by 
the weapons oppofed to him. 

hacever pains they may take to exercife thefe foldiers, they are none the braver, 
noi more attached to their profeffion; they only follow it becaufe they are obliged 
tC \n °- 1 he army is compofed of men that each village in the kingdom is to fur- 

mlh, m proportion to itsTze and number of inhabitants: there are fome where the 
moil part are foldiers from father to fon. Bravery itfelf, in thofe who meet with an 
opportunity to diftinguifh themi'clves, makes no alteration in their fortune ■ at leaft the 
examples are fo rare that they afford no emulation to the foldier : money or intereft lead 
tome to rank; and thofe means, which are lliut to the greater part, are what difeourage 
them. 1 Hus, when they are obliged to march an army againft an enemy, all their expedi¬ 
tion 
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eonfift, in general, in a great Ihew of baggage and military noife. Formerly they 
often ihewed themfelves in force on the frontiers of Cochin-china, when there was a 
Second chova, always in arms againft him of Tonquin; but their enterprizes were con¬ 
fined to contemplating the walls of a few towns, and encamping on the banks of rivers. 
If the extraordinary exertion, or unwholefomenefs of the air, caufed difeafes in the 
camp, which carried off only a hundred men, they immediately cried out that the war 
was murderous and cruel: officers and foldiers fled back, to their country. They only 
evinced conftancy and courage when they were fighting for their liberty againft the 
Chinefe. The civil wars which have happened fmce, have rather been terminated 
by the addrefs of the generals, and the chova himfelf, than by force of arms; they 
are not very delicate as to the means of fucceeding in this way ; perfidy and treafon with 
them are as lawful and honourable as bravery, provided they can accomplifh their objeft. 

The foldiers, whether thofe in the royal camp, or thofe in the camps of the man¬ 
darins, or thofe difperfed in the villages, on condition of affembling at the time of ex- 
ercife, receive a certain quantity of rice per day : their pay, befides that, is not more 
than twelve or fifteen fhillings a year, of our money; but they are exempt from all 
taxes; and if they were not doomed to remain for ever in the fame ftate, their lot 
would not be below that of the greater part of the people. Their moft valuable qua¬ 
lification is their height; the talieft are referved for the chova’s guard. 

In a country where navigation is only encouraged in the interior of the kingdom, that 
is on rivers and canals; where that of the fea is confined to fifhermen, there can be no 
marine of any confequence. It is compofed of only two or three hundred gallies, of dif¬ 
ferent fizes, more fit for the navigation of rivers than the fea; they have neither mails 
nor fails, only oars the rowers are unlheltered, and expofed to mufquetry and all of- 
fenfive weapons; wherefore thefe galleys are more ufed at Ihows, and in reviews, than 
in military expeditions; they carry a four-pounder in the prow. Befides this fleet, 
the court maintains four or five hundred light failing boats, very fit for the tranfport 
of troops and ftores; but too weak for fighting. AH thefe veffels, great and fmall, 
are kept in vaft magazines ; from whence they are eafily launched into the water, when 
it is requifite. 

In the King’s palace, in the environs of the royal city, and in the provinces, are dif¬ 
ferent arfenals, filled with arms and warlike ftores: the moft confiderable is faid to be 
in Thang-hoa, of which province the reigning princes are natives. It is faid, that in 
this province there is a vaft plain, furrounded by mountains, and fo fortified by nature, 
that it is every where inacceffible, except at one very fmall entrance. It is there that 
the chief colleflion of ftores, cannon, and arms of all kinds, are kept: they alfo fay it 
Is there that the chova keeps his moft valuable treafures: he confiders this fpot as a 
place of fafety, to which he might retire, in the event of an unforefeen revolution: he 
has even made a very fliort road, through the forefts, from the royal city to it, and 
which is forbidden to all except thofe fent there by the King: this way is only a day’s 
journey, while the common route takes up feveral days. They pretend that the fear¬ 
ful and fufpicious prince' who reigned in 1685 had a fubterranean paffage made from 
his palace to this retreat. 

CHAP. Xm .—Revenue and Wealth of the King of Tonquin . 

THE King of Tonquin is one of the richeft Princes of the Eaft: he has the moft 
valuable treafures, and very confiderable fixed revenues, which confift in the produce 
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of his domains, different duties, and the fale of all the offices. The grain gathered on 
the lands belonging to the King is put into his magazines: there is one of an immenfe 
extent in the province of the South ; it is faid to cover nearly a l’quare league; the 
produce of thirty or forty harvefts are kept in it, for rice, of all the produftions of that 
kind, keeps the longeft without fpoiling. Thefe magazines are never opened but in 
times of great fcarcity, when the people are in danger of dying of hunger, or when 
it is neceflary to make depots of provifions on the frontiers, in time of war. 

The duties, or taxes, con lift in a real tax, and the capitation. The real tax is of 
new invention, and has only been laid on lands within thefe fifty or fixty years: if in 
the declaration of their lands the people were not to conceal a great part, they could 
not pay it without being ruined. The capitation is of long ftanding : it was formerly 
very trifling; but as it was reprefented to the King that it was impoffible to know the 
exa 0 ; number of his fubjedts, it has been much increafed. This tax is colle&ed with 
fuch feverity, that thofe who contribute to. it would be obliged to quit their country, 
if they were to pay exadlly what they are eftimated at; but, as the fyllem of finance 
is by no means fo perfect as in moft ftates in Europe, and the numbering a populous 
nation appears to them to be impracticable, the tax is laid on each village, or commu¬ 
nity, in the aggregate, and divifion is afterwards made on individuals by the principal 
inhabitants in each place. The males only pay from the time they are twenty: foldfers, 
guardians of the temples, and bonzes, are exempt; as alfo all girls, women, and old 
men above fixty. 

_ Thefe taxes are collected in the current money of the country, in produce, and all 
kinds of merchandize, in bars of gold and filver. The purpofes to which they are 
applied, after the collection, could only be conceived by minifters of an oriental defpot, 
who only looks upon his fubjects as fo many flaves invariably deftined to gratify his 
whims, and whofe happinefs is of no concern to him. If there is any regularity in the 
application of the produce and fums accruing from taxes, it is only for the benefit of 
the King, without any advantage to the nation. 

The tu ft divifion of the revenue of the kingdom is between the King and thofe in his 
fervice j his wives, children, eunuchs, mandarins of the houfehold, and his troops. 

Tlie portion which belongs to the King is carried into his palace, and diftributed 
into different depots. The gold and filver is thrown into rooms lined from top to bot¬ 
tom with the hardeft wood, and which have but one opening: the other metals are 
kept in fubterranean places, conftru&ed under the King’s apartments. Thus whatever 
comes from the people never returns to them. As in time thelargeft magazines would 
not be tufficient to contain thefe treafures, they have, in different provinces, dug refer- 
voirs lined with boards on all fides, into which they throw the copper money: an exact 
regifter is kept of the quantity put in from time to time, and they are then covered 
with water, high enough to prevent its being taken away. 

As for the linens, of raw filk, or worked info fluffs, which are paid as taxes, there 
are prodigious magazines of them in the palace, where they are fuffered to rot, rather 
than beftow them on the people. It is the lame with the wood that the provinces are 
obliged to rurnifli, to maintain the palaces j as the quantity fent in is always more than 
neceffary for the work to be done, the greater part is left to rot. 

ILus all the expences of the King and his houfehold, thofe of the dova, or reigning 
emperor, who is confidered as forming part of the chova’s eftablifoment, the officers 
andtroops, are defrayed without touching his treafures : there is even part of the taxes 
fet apart folely to augment them. 
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Thus it is not furprifihg that, in a country fo rich in itfelf, the people Ihould in general 
be poor ami tniferable, even to wanting the necefiaries of life. If iome individual be¬ 
comes rich, it can only be by the greateft induftry, and always at the expence of thofe 
wretches, of whofe labour he makes his profit. 

Still the King’s rreafures do not, by a good deal, take up all the produce of the taxes. 
As they entirely, belong to him, he diltributes certain portions of them to his officers, 
wives, and children. He grants the revenues of feveral towns; and while they enjoy 
them they are confidered as the lords of them, and represent the King in collefHng 
the taxes. Thefe temporary lords are tyrants whofe exactions are more hurthenfome 
to the people than thofe of the public officers, unless, which is very rare, any one 
among them happens to be poffelied of fentiments of humanity ; befides, it is dangerous 
to conciliate the affeftions of the people by benefactions, however difmtereftea they 
may be: they would immediately be fufpected of intentions repugnant to the tran¬ 
quillity of the ftate, and the interefts of the reigning defpot. 

Independent of taxes, the King has many other means of drawing confiderable fums 
from his fubjefts, and which he does not negleft: fuch are the fale of offices, and ho¬ 
norary mandarins that he creates from time to time, and which the richeft of the eu¬ 
nuchs, and other fubjefts are obliged to purchafe: money railed for the repairs of the 
roads, which the people are obliged to do, by allotted work: cuftoms eltablilhed oil 
rivers; for there are none on coming into the cities, nor on the highways; each boat 
pays feven-pence halfpenny on going from one province to another; and this tax has 
uo other end than to benefit fome favourite of the Prince. In every province there is 
a cuftom-houfe, where they receive the tenth of all me'rchandifes brought into it. All 
thefe revenues mult bring immenfe riches to the King ; but they are not calculated: it 
is forbidden, under very fevere punilliment, to pry into the fecrets of the ftate. It is 
not even permitted the financiers, appointed to receive the public money, to know any 
thing on that head beyond what they ought to pay in perfonally j nor to compare 
their receipts with thofe of other collectors: every one mult keep within his own 
iphere, without any communication. 

CHAP. XIV. — Civil and Criminal Laws , and the Jujliciary of Tonquin. 

^ INDEPENDENT of general laws, which are eftablilhed on the fame principles in 
T onquin as in China, there are peculiar cuftoms in this kingdom ; and each place has 
Its own, which are often in con tradition to the received laws, but which only exift 
among individuals, and in very confined territories : for if the circumftances are 
earned before the chief tribunals of the province, they pay no refpect to local cuftoms, 
they decide according to the laws admitted throughout the kingdom. 

Ihe jurifdiftion of cities is eftablilhed the fame as in China, and depends upon the 
rank they hold in civil order. Each province has its capital; then comes the city of 
the firft clafs, named Fou; that of the fecond clafs, or Cheu ; the third, or Huien j 
titles which are added after the diftinguifiiing name of the cities. 

It ffiould be obferved that the name of mandarin has been bellowed on different 
magiftrates by the Europeans, and is derived from the Portuguefe word mandar , which 
fignifies to order or command. The word mandarin does not exift in the Chinefe or 
i onquinefe languages: in both a magiftrate is called quan. The importance of the 
place decides the dignity of the quans; as with us, the lord mayor of London is of 
higher rank and eftimation than the fame office of any other city, and fo in gradation 
throughout the kingdom. The 
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The jurifdiQion of tribunals is only eftablifhed for civil eaufes: there is then city 
and jurifdiQion ; mandarin, or quan, of the firft, fecond, and third clafs, who are 
under the jurifdiQion of one another : the third under the fecond, -and the fecond 
amenable to the firft. Befides, in every province there is the tribunal for outrages j 
that in which every native has a right to impeach the mandarin, who he may con¬ 
ceive has aQed unjuftly towards him. This is the firft tribunal in the province, and 
is immediately fubfervient to the fovereign tribunal of Kacho. The governor has alfo 
his particular tribunal, compofed of two judges, that is, of himfelf and a mandarin of 
letters, who fhares with him the cares of civil adminiftration, and who fees to the 
obfervance of the laws. The cognizance of criminal affairs appertains folely to the 
governor: he punifhes all flight faults on the fpot; thofe which deferve death, the 
fentence Ihouid be fent to the chova, who confirms or fufpends the execution. 

Each tribunal has feveral judges, who each prefide in their turns : it has its public 
officers, or kind of ferjeant, who goes to fummons the parties to appear in judgment. 
Every one accufed, juftly or not, is obliged to pay down a certain fum proportioned to 
the dignity of the tribunal before which he is to be tried : this firm is not returned to 
him, even though the accufation is proved to be unjuft $ but the accufer is made to 
indemnify him, and the fum depofited goes inftead of fees to the judge. 

Next to the tribunals of the third clafs are the fubaltern judges. Each borough with 
the dignity of Xa, with right of juftice over a diftriQ, the limits of which are marked, 
Ifiould be furnifhed with a tablet expofed to public view, on which is written in Ton- 
quinefe charaQers the King’s edict, which grants it that privilege. This edift is 
renewed upon the acceffion of every new chova, which produces immenfe funis to 
tile crown. 

Every xa is divided into villages; each village into quarters, and if the place is con- 
fiderable, there are other fubdivifions, and each has its chief. The Xa has three, who 
convoke aflemblies by the found of a drum, which is always kept with the firft chief: 
they prefide at the meetings, and execute the police. 

It is to the firft that all the orders of mandarins, and even thofe from court, are 
nominally addreffed : without this formality they would be confidered fubreptitious. In 
abfence of the firft, the fecond or third takes his place. They have the right to 
impofe fines, and even to beat with rods for certain crimes. It is they who, in 
conjunQion with the learned men in the aflemblies, proportion the taxes amon^ 
individuals. 

Thefe chiefs are chofen by plurality of votes; they remain in place for ten years : 
the firft is exempt for life from all public burthens j the others have one half of their 
taxes remitted them during a certain number of years, and from all charge during 
their flay in office. It may be faid, that thefe places are in fome meafure pure haled, 
fince thofe who are elevated to them are obliged to give feafts to all their jurifdiQion ; 
the expences of which would fall very heavy on them, if they did not know how to 
remunerate themfelves by the extortions they praQife on thpir clients. 

Three villages generally compofe a xa, and three xas a tong, the chief of which is 
eleQed by a plurality of voices of the xas ; then in each tong ‘is a fuperior chief, with¬ 
out apy authority, whom they call quan, or honorary mandarin. All their chiefs 
receive their confirmation from the mandarin of the province of the third rank. This 
difpofition being the fame all over the kingdom, order is every where uniform. Each 
xa may be confidered as a kind of popular republic, or a government in which women 
have no part, nor young men under twenty ; at that age they have a vote, and right of 
fuffrage in the aflemblies. 
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Abo\ f e all the tribunals Is the fovereign council, eftablilhed in the capital, to which 
appeals lie from all fentences in the provinces, paffed by mandarins,. even thofe of the 
firlt rank. Things judged there might be.fuppofed to be. ended, if it went with the 
King himfelf, or what we call the privy council; as there is no fentence which is not 
fubjeS to revifion, the proceffes that powerful mandarins have intereft to prolong are 

never finifhed. . 

The affairs or quarrels of the great are decided in the capital by different tribunals, 
the rank and names of which anfwer to their different functions. One judges Hate 
crimes; another, murders; another, difficulties arifmg concerning landed property ; 
another, thofe concerning houfes, hereditary rights, &c. &c. Befides the Chinefe laws, 
which form the code of right of the country, there are many edi£ts and peculiar confti- 
tutions, old and new : authentic decifions digefted in feveral books, the authority of 
which almoft always carries it over the laws of China. Many of thefe peculiar to Ton- 
quin breathe more juftice, humanity and benevolence than thofe of China : fuch is 
that which forbids the expofing or ftrangling of children, let them be ever fo deformed : 
while in China this barbarous cuftom is not only tolerated but even prefcribed by an 
ancient law. 

But it is in vain that thefe laws appear dictated by juftice, and formed to fecure the 
happinefs of the nation. Such corruption has crept into all the tribunals, that there 
is no crime which cannot be compromifed for money, nor any proeefs of which any 
decifion required may not be pur chafed: thus the judges always decide in favour 
of the richeft, or molt powerful: the exceptions are fo rare, that they may be counted 
for nothing. 

It is not to be wondered at, if, from what has been faid, a juft idea has been formed 
of the national chara&er; all the civil and military offices are venal. Thofe of the 
learned are only for a time. It is not more than a century fince the inhabitants of 
Tonquin lived in happy abundance j the laws were ftri&Iy obferved, taxes were light, 
and the corruption of the tribunals was not publicly tolerated ; but a chova who reigned 
fixty or eighty years fince, in fome meafure changed the form of government: he pro 
digioufly increafed the taxes, burthened the people with extraordinary labours, eroded 
mountains in the plains, or cut away mountains, without any ufeful end, but merely to 
fatisfy his whims : be increafed that crowd of eunuchs which reduced the nation to 
poverty by their boundlefs powermade many burthenfome eftabliffiments, which ftill 
remain, with the exception of fome works which are not fixed, becaufe they depend on. 
the caprice of the fovereign. 

Notwithftanding all thefe abufes, it cannot be faid that the defpotifm of Tonquin is 
abfolute, and the government wholly arbitrary ; although on account of the taxes, and 
the labours they are obliged to perform, the fubjefts are under a kind of actual fervi- 
tude. Still they are not born flaves; they poffefs their own property; inheritance 
paffes from father to fon, and even to collaterals : thus property is refpedted, and the 
Prince has in reality no power over the lives of his fubjefts, unlefs they incur the pe¬ 
nalty of death by tranfgrefling the laws. But the ftain of defpotifm is imprefied on 
the whole nation in general, becaufe there is no law which does not give way to the 
will of the Prince, who is furrounded by a crowd of minifters ftill more fatal to the 
people, on account of their avidity, injuftice and extortions: they buy their places 
very dear, and that for them authorifes all their abufes. Hence, the fears, dtftruft, 
the want of emulation, which ftifle talents and induftry, and enervate the mind, re- 
prefs courage, and are the caufe that the nation in general are folely occupied in pro¬ 
curing their daily luftenance, without carrying their views farther. 
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Criminal affairs are adjudged in the laft cafe by the King only ; and, as in general 
the Tonquinefe chara&er is not fangumary, fentence of death is feldom parted on cri¬ 
minals. All executions take place in the royal city, and are fo tew that they do not 
reckon more than twenty or thirty in a year in the whole kingdom. The general pu- 
nifhnient is to lofe the head, which is looked upon as the utmoft infamy. Only princes 
and nobles are allowed to be ftrangted. Traitors, and thofe who attempt the King’s 
life, are torn with pincers, and drawn by four horfes. The puniflnnent for female 
criminals is to be tied to a loofe ftake, and in that fituation delivered to an ele¬ 
phant, who feizes them with his trunk, throws them into the air, then catches them on 
his tufks, and finiffies by trampling of them under his feet: adultery is punilhed 
in this manner. The place of executioner is not difhonourable: it is an office executed 
from father to fon, by a family originally from Cochin-china. The other corporeal pu- 
nifhments, which are infli&ed on the fentence of the mandarins, are exile, perpetual im- 
prifonment, or, what Is the fame thing, taking care of the elephants : thofe thus fen- 
tenced are virtually dead, as they lofe their votes in the affemblies, in the places of 
their origin or refidence, and are not fubjeft to public charges: as thofe are very bur- 
thenfome, many criminals, efpecially among the lower clafs of the people, are not ferry 
to be exiled. 

Another kind of puniflnnent is to receive blows on the thighs, with rods as thick as 
tke-ihumb ; or to receive a certain number of blows with a wooden hammer on the 
knees: not to break the bones, they are enveloped with circles of bamboo. The 
manner of giving the torture is painful, but not dangerous nor horrid; they prefs a 
gun barrel againfl the ancle-bone, and (trike it with a bamboo {tick. Thefe p uni fit¬ 
ments have only the pain and difgrace of the moment attached to them: thofe who 
i'uffer them lofe none of their rights of fbciety. Thieves are punilhed in this manner j 
that crime never being punifhed with death, unlefs accompanied with murder. They 
think the life of a man of more value than all the wealth he can deal. 

The punifliment molt dreaded is to be mutilated of a finger, or an ear, becaufe they 
cannot hide their difgrace : generally, for the fourth offence, proved by the fingers or 
ears they have loft, they are condemned to lofe the head, to rid fociety of a trouble- 
fome and incorrigible member. 

The law of retaliation, ftrictly obferved in Tonquin, maintains a kind of equity in 
all actions which come before a court; the accufer, if he cannot convift the accufed, 
undergoes the punilhment that would have been incurred by him he had calumniated. 

The prifons of Tonquin are more to be dreaded than their punifhments: it is really 
a place of continual fuffering. They have only the damp earth for flooring, which 
ferves as bed to the wretches confined : men and women are mixed together, and lie 
in the dark, mud and ordure; and it often happens that the living are thus lying with 
half-rotten dead bodies. At night their feet are confined in a kind of flocks ferewed 
with a padlock. The King allows nothing for the feeding of the prifoners, and their 
guards are avaricious enough to take from them what the charity of the public allows 
them, or what their friends fend them. Thofe who are the belt treated are thofe who 
are rich enough to foften thefe barbarians by prefents. It is with reafon that gaolers 
are regarded in Tonquin as the molt odious and cruel of mankind, and as fo many 
inhuman executioners. This vile employment is, however, very much fought after: it 
is only obtained by the intereft of the mandarins, who reward their fervants with this 
place, in which they enrich themfelves with the mifery of criminals, and by their 
cruelty. 
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THE kingdom of Achem is fcarcely known, becaufe being out of the route of 
travellers* they muft go out of their way to get to it, It is one of the richefi: coun¬ 
tries of Alia. It Hands in need of none of the productions of its neighbours* to 
whom it furnilhes abundance of metals. There are mines of gold, filver, Heel, lead 
and iron. As the people pay no fubfidy, the King referves to himfelf the produce of 
his mines $ and attentive to the happinefs of his fubjeCts, he only employs Haves to 
work them* It is the only country in Afia, in which humanity is not crullied beneath 
the weight of defpotifrm 

An animal different from our common worms produces their filk, of which they 
make dreffes, very gloffy, but of a bad quality. The moll precious production of 
this country is the lacker gum, which is the mofl efteemed of all that of the Eall. 
They diftingiiifli two forts- The red is ufed to paint linens, and varnifh furniture and 
cabinets, and to make wax- Silver is the current money of the kingdom. 

The inhabitants are of a very regular height, but the women have the nofe rather 
Hat, Both fexes go nearly naked, and only cover their natural parts. They cover 
their heads with a blue bonnet, from which hang hog’s teeth. Their bracelets which 
are their mod efteemed ornaments, are of coral, or yellow amber, and fometimes of 
tortoife-fhell^or of fhells* 

Poverty, and the tyranny of extortioners, are unknown to them. Every individual, 
quiet poffeffor of his property, has feveral wives, each of which has her particular 
employment in the houfe; and elephants for domeftic ufes, Though the country 
produces many quadrupeds, the fiefli of the dog is preferred, [A great plenty of vines 
alfo grow there, but they only ufe the fruit to extraCt a kind of brandy from it. They 
make their fait from the fubftance that covers the furface of flagnant waters: they 
alfo extraCt it from the leaves of a tree, called AdanTs fig-tree. They burn them, 
and from their allies refults a very pungent fait, which" they poffefi the fecret of 
fortening by boiling it, and afterwards ftraining it feveral times through linen, 

1 iicir gunpowder is of the bell quality ^ and it is to this people that the orientals 
attribute the glory of that deftructive invention* which appears the more extraordi¬ 
nary* as this country has remained five hundred years without being engaged in war. 
fins fecret palled to the Pegonans, who communicated it to the Ghinefe, who claimed 
the honour oi the difeovery, becaule they doubtlefs were the firll who made ufe of it 
in war. 

The kingdom of Tipraproduces nothing that can tempt the cunofity of the tra¬ 
veller, nor the avarice of the trader. There is a gold mine of indifferent quality : 
it is exchanged in China for filver. Much filk is alfo collected there, but the kind is 
coai fe, and only ufed for [he commonefl purpofes. This people has a great prooenfity 
for nrong liquors,. Inftead of figures they calculate with Hones, which might be 
taken for fmall agats. They feldoni travel in foreign countries: they have no com¬ 
mercial relation with other nations, who only know them by name. 

I he kingdom of Aracan has fuch an extent of boundary, that it feems to invite all 
commercial nations,^ ihe air is pure j the plague and other contagious diforders are 
unknown, i ne plains, rich and fertile, produce ali the needfaries of life. Numerous 
Hocks range the delightful vallies, which fupply nouriihment to all kinds of domeflic and 
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wild animals. Horfes are very fcarce. Buffaloes are employed to till the earth \ 
their horns are their weapons ;any thing red enrages them ; thofe they intend to attack 
they fuller to pafs quietly, and afterwards fall on them behind with their murderous 
horns. Thefe animals, naturally indocile, are obedient only to the blacks who have 
the care of keeping them: they flock around them, on the founding of a horn which 
calls them. The winter, fo called, as being the feafon of the rains and tempefts, 
begins in April and ends in October. They have elfe no feafon but fummer, in which 
they reap an abundant harveft of vegetables, grain and fruits: but they grow neither 
wheat nor rye. 

The capital gives a vaft idea of this kingdom. Its extent is feveral leagues ; the 
number of its inhabitants equals that of the firft cities in Europe, and they reckon fix 
hundred pagodas in it. The riches of the King’s palace befpeaks the plenty of gold- 
The golden hall is fo called beeaufe it is covered with that precious metal from top 
to bottom j a hundred ingots of gold, each weighing forty pounds is fufpended from 
the ceiling, which itfelf is of maflive gold. There are alfb feven golden idols as large 
as life. They are hollow within, but are about two inches thick j but what enhances 
their value, is, the rubies, emerals, fapphires and diamonds, which decorate the fore¬ 
head, arms and waift, of thefe vain images. In this apartment is alfo a fquare feat of 
gold, fupporting a cabinet of the fame metal, ftill more enriched with jewels. 

The fovereign poffeffes two rubies as large as the little finger, and at the bafe the 
fize of a hen’s egg. The rubies have been the caufe of bloody wars between the 
neighbouring Kings, beeaufe fuperftition has created a belief, that whoever poffeffes 
them will be the arbitrator of the deftiny of the others. The King only wears them at 
bis coronation. 

This people contented with the productions of their foil, cannot conceive how any 
one can rifk his life to acquire reputed wealth : they only arm for war, and never for 
commerce, which is only carried on by ftrangers, who flock thither from all parts of 
the world. The Mahometans efpecially have a confiderable trade in elephants, which 
they carry to the coafl of Coromandel, to Golconda and Perfia, from whence they 
bring linens, filks, and fpices. The moft abundant productions of the country are 
timber for building, lead, tin, and elephants’ teeth. It may not be fuperfluous to give 
fome account of the manners and character of a people with whom it would be eafy 
to effablifh an advantageous commerce. 

The inhabitants of Aftracan have the forehead broad and flat. This is rather a whim 
of fancy, than a natural defeCt. It is by applying a plate of lead to the forehead of 
children, that they deface the works of nature. Their noffrils are large and open ; 
their ears hanging reach even to their fhoulders. Their drefs confifts in a cotton fliirt 
which covers the arms breaft and belly; a training robe, and fo many etceteras, that 
when they put them all on, they refemble a ball of cotton rather than men: the hair 
is tucked up behind, after the manner of Dutch women. The women’s heads have no 
other drefs than their hair ; it is arranged in buckles, without being fattened, and looks 
very well. 

The meats would not provoke the appetite of an European. They eat rats, mice, 
fhakes, and all the moft difgufting animals. Filh does not fuit their palate till it is 
fpoiled. I hey quench their thirft with pure water, or with a liquor that runs from 
a kind of palm tree, from which they extract it, by making an incifion in the 
trunk. 

Virginity is not an efteemed virtue with them. Hulbands prefer running the ri/k 
cf fathering the children of others, rather than inarry a novice. It is generally 
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Dutch failors who are liberally paid for this infamous proftitution. The King fhut 
up in his palace, vegetates in liftlefs indolence with the Queen and hra concubines. 
Every year each of the twelve governors, choofes in his diftrift twelve girls of the fame 
age, whom they expofe to the burning rays of the fun, to create perfpiration. They 
are afterwards dried with a fine cloth which is fent to court, that they may determine 
by the fmell, which is moll worthy to enter the feraglio. Thofe who are rejected, fall 
to the lot of the courtiers, who receive them as a mark of the greateft favour. It is 
faid that the monarch has no other guard than his concubines, who are trained to the 
ufe of arms. He affumes the pompous title of “ Emperor of Aracan, poffeffor of the 
white elephant and the two rubies, legitimate heir to Pegan and Bramas, lord of the 
twelve provinces of Bengal, and fovereign judge of Kings, who proftrate their head 
beneath his feet/’ 

The pleafing arts are unknown among them, if one may judge by the little pro- 
grefs they have made in the neceffary ones. Medicine efpecially is only one irnpofi- 
tion, accredited by fuperftition. The priells, called Raulins, are called in to the fick. 
They blow on them, at the fame time pronouncing fome myfterious words. They offer 
up to the god of the four winds a facrifice of fowls, hogs, and the fatteft animals, 
which mull be repeated four times, unlefs the patient dies or recovers before that time. 
The Raulins feaft on the food rhus offered to their gods. 

When the difeafe is obftinate, their fruitful impollure infpires the wife, children, 
or fome one of the relations, with a ftrange remedy, by which the Raulins profit. 
They raife an altar, on which they place an idol, in a room richly furnifhed, where 
the priefts and relations affemble to partake of a grand feaft. He who prefides at 
this ceremony dances and jumps about till his ftrength fails him. They then tie a 
cord to the cieling, which he lays hold of to fupport him, and to be able to fpring 
with more ftrength, till he falls into a kind of fwoon, which they take to be a divine 
delirium. Every ofle feems to envy his lot, becaufe they believe he has a difcourfe 
with the idol- The priefts who gravely prefide at this extravagant ceremony, anoint 
the patient with oils and perfumes; and if he dies, they are never blamed : they give 
it out that his death is a bounty from the gods, who have taken him from the filth of 
this earth to eternal manfions. 

The excefs of their fuperftition is feen in their funerals: while the priefts recite 
orifons, and perform their fumigation of incenfe, the friends and relations of the 
deceafed beat on copper faucepans to frighten away the black cat; for if by misfortune 
it ftiould touch the body, its foul, baniihed from its heavenly dwelling, where it would 
have glutted in luxury, would reaffume its vile and mortal fpoils. There is one order 
of priefthood which they believe partakes of divine privileges. The family of the 
defunft invites them to a great feaft : and when they refufe to go to it, it is a prefage 
that the foul of the deceafed is precipitated into the depths of hell. 

They hire weepers, who utter groans, which only the cuftotn of hearing can prevent 
from appearing ridiculous ; thofe who are not rich enough to procure the honour of 
the funeral pile, are expofed at the edge of the water, where the tide carries them 
away. Sometimes the carcafes are devoured by birds of prey, who, finding plenty 
of food, are fo numerous and fti ong, that they will attack oxen and buffaloes. 

Sometimes they accelerate the death of their friends and relations, when they fee 
them overwhelmed with a painful old age, or an incurable difeafe; and what among 
polifhed nations would be punifbed, is with them an aft of piety, becaufe they fay 
it is cruel to fuffer thofe to linger in miiery on earth, whom happinefs attends in 
heaven. 
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Thefe people are plunged in the groffeft idolatry. Their temples are built in 
the form of pyramids, which contain a confufed multitude of images. They have 
domeftic gods, the figure of which they mark on their arms and fhoulders with a 
hot iron. The barking of dogs, the lowing of cattle, the roaring of wild beafts, 
the finging of birds, are looked upon as fo many omens, which the priefts inter¬ 
pret as they think fit. They celebrate a feaft of the dead, in which their devotion 
is carried to the molt cruel pitch of fanaticifm. One of their idols is drawn on a 
clumfey chariot, accompanied by priefts clothed in white fatin. The fanatic devotees 
throw themfelves under the wheels, and they efteem their blood the moll acceptable 
offering they make their idol; others fix themfelves on iron hooks fattened to the 
chariot. They are afterwards placed in the temples, bloody as they are, where they 
become obje&s of public worfhip. Every one is happy when a drop of blood falls on 
his cloaths. Thefe pious madmen are efteemed martyrs. 

There are three claff'es of priefts. Their chief who refides in the ifland of Munay, 
has the direction of the public worfliip. His orders are feldom difobeyed. The re- 
fpedfc he infpires approaches adoration. The King, abfolute as he is, never difputes 
the precedency with him at ceremonies, and is never covered before him. All the 
priefts condemn themfelves to eternal celibacy j whoever tranlgreffes in that point is 
immediately degraded, and thrown back among the profane. Though all obey the 
fame chief, they do not all oblerve the fame difcipline. Some live retired in their 
private houfes, at their own expence, without being any burthen on fociety. Retired 
from the tumult of the world, and defpifing the pleafures of life, they are forgotten 
by mankind, and only inhabit rocks in gloomy forefts or deferts. When the wants of 
life oblige them to appear in public, they have an humble afpeft, and downcaft eyes j 
but their modefty feems to be an artifice to command admiration. Others, more happy 
and lefs folitary, inhabit magnificent palaces, where they indolently enjoy the wealth 
that the King and Princes profufely beftow on them, with a view of ingratiating them¬ 
felves with heaven. 

Thefe idolatrous priefts are intrufted with the education of youth, as if men folely 
deftined to prayer and mortification were qualified to form magiftrates, warriors, artifts 
and minifters. There are alfo hermits, a kind of wild man, who are efteemed in pro¬ 
portion as they are fantaftic. They, like the priefts, are divided into three orders, who 
all renounce the ftrongeft pafiions of our nature, with an idea of thereby pleafing the 
Creator, who wifely beftowed thofe very paffions on us, to be enjoyed, but not abufed, 
nor wholly negleaed. 

Though Europeans have had confiderable intercourfe with the kingdom of Ava, it 
may ftill be faid to be a country as yet to be explored. The greater part of thofe 
who have given a defcription of it were either warriors or traders, Ieis governed by a 
wilh of making obfervations, than a defire of acquiring wealth. They, however, all 
agree that the foil is fertile in rice and fruits: it contains mines of lead, copper and 
filver, which the idlenefs of the inhabitants renders ufelefs. In Ava, the capital of 
the kingdom, they carry on a confiderable tirade in mulk; and the mod valuable 
rubies and fapphires come from thence. The inhabitants perfectly fucceed in working 
them. Commerce would flourilh there if the different revolutions did not interrupt 
that tranquillity fo neceflary to induftry. 

The government is delpotic; the King, who is only the minifter and depofitory of 
the law, has ufurped the right of forming, infringing, and changing them at difcre- 
iion. Each province fends a deputy to court to acl as their prote&or; he has the • 
right to make known the wants of his fellow-citizens, and as the King is always well 
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informed, tranfgreffors are eafily accufed and puniftied. Vanity has intitled him. 
King of Kings, to whom all owe obedience j the friend and relation of the gods of 
heaven and earth, who from love of him, preferve animals and regulate the feafons ; 
brother to the fun, coufin to the moon and liars; abfolute fovereign of the tides. 
King of the white elephant and four-and-twenty parafols. 

This monarch is ever intoxicated with pride ; when he rifes from table, he has a 
trumpet founded to announce to the other fovereigns of the world that they may go 
to dinner. Foreign ambaffadors are as well as his own fubjects obliged to fall proftrate 
before him, and even elephants are taught to lie down when he paffes. 

The foldiery are not paid from the public treafury. Each governor has in his pro¬ 
vince a proportion of land, the produce of which is affigned to maintain the military- 
in time of peace, and when they take the field, they are fumifiied with arms, 
cloaths, and provifions. The officers are diftinguilhed from the foldiers by the mag¬ 
nificence of his pipe, of which the number of joints Ihews his rank. 

The kingdom of Jangoma is fituated to the north of Siam. Its extent cannot be 
precifely determined, becaufe it has often changed matters, and undergone frequent 
revolutions, which have altered its limits. This country is governed by priefts, whofe 
power Ihould be confined by law, fince the inhabitants affume the title of Franks, a 
aiftinflion by no means applicable to a people difgraced and degraded by flavery. 
The nature of the foil and its inhabitants are but little known, and it is only from the 
relations of Chinefe, and the traditions of the Siamefe, that a flight idea may be 
formed of them. The more a people is unknown to Europeans, the more advan¬ 
tageous is the commerce that may be carried on with them, to whoever difcovers its 
fource. 

The inhabitants are of large ftature and well made: an education almoft favage 
keeps up their natural vigour. The burning rays of the fun fpares them the neceflity 
of wearing many cloaths : they wear only a girdle of fine linen, which conftitutes 
all their ornament; they always go bare-headed, and the ufe of (hoes is unknown to 
them. The women, as gallant fls the Peguans, are much handfomer, and their volup¬ 
tuous monarchs fill their feraglios with them. 

Though the foil produces whatever can fupply the neceffaries and luxuries of life, 
it refufes wheat. But in lieu of bread, they make rice-cakes, which conftitute the 
common food of the inhabitants. Befides the neceffaries of life, the country pro¬ 
duces great quantities of rnulk, pepper, filk, gold, filver, copper and benjamin. It 
is true fome travellers affert that they obtain the greater part of thefe riches from 
China; but it would be lefs expenfive to a company eftablilhed at Siam to get them 
from Jangoma than from the extremities of the Eaft, and the more fo, as this people, 
having no commercial relations, are ignorant of the advantages of their fituation. 

We know but little of their cuftoms: but we find that with them the devil plays a 
confpicuous part. The fick promife him facrifices, if he will deign to reftore them to 
health, and when they have obtained that bleffing, they celebrate their recovery by a 
great feaft, to which all the friends and relations bring prefents of fruits, to propitiate 
this evil being, whom they confider as the author of all diforders. They mutt be 
fully perfuaded that the devil does not like mufic, fince it is by the found of inftru- 
ments that they endeavour to drive him out of his houfe; and doubtlefs, from the 
fame motive the priefts are called in to fing by the bed-fide of the fick man, who 
cheered by their funereal voices, hopes a fpeedy relief to his pains. 

What with other nations of the earth is a fource of affliction, with them is the 
occafion of feattings and joy. Death excites no regret among them, or at leaft they 
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are ingenious in foftening of it. The body is carried by fixtcetl men, on a throne made 
of reeds, to the place where it is to be burnt; the relations and friends accompany it, 

{ receded by inftruments: they beftow gifts on the priefts, who like birds of prey, 
ive on the fpoils of the dead. When the body is reduced to afhes, they retire to the 
houfe he has juft left. Two days are .patted in dancing and feafting, and afterwards the 
widow, dad in all the mockery of woe, repairs with her friends and relations, to the - 
place were the body was burnt; there, weeping and wailing, they colled the bones 
the flames had fpared. Their mourning confifts merely in cutting their hair. 

Laos, which fignifies thoufands of elephants, has its name from the number of thofe 
animals, which fill the forefts of that country. The climate is fo temperate, and the 
air fo pure, that it is faid that men of a hundred, and even a hundred and twenty years' 
old, retain the freflmefs and vigour of their prime. Bountiful nature fpreads her 
flores over the plains and vallies, and even on the mountains. The canals, which 
receive the torrents precipitated from elevated places, diftribute them with economy 
over the lands, and there are neither marlhes, nor ftagnant waters. The two banks 
of the river have different qualities: the eaftern fide is much more fertile, and produces 
larger and ftronger animals, the trees are more lofty, and of an incorruptible quality. 
The beft rice of India grows there. The lands where it has been fowed, after it is 
gathered in, becomes covered with a kind of froth, which hardened in the fun becomes 
folid fait. The beft. benjamin and lacker, from which they make Spanilh wax, 
comes from thence : it is a kind of earth, with which the ants cover their dwellings 
and magazines. 

Though their ivory is of an excellent quality, they prefer the horn of the rhinoceros. 
Superftidon has attributed to it the virtue of fixing fortune. The great, as they be¬ 
come elevated, part with the one they poffefs, and purchafe one of more efficacy. There 
Is no treafure fo carefully preferved. The flowers, which enamel the plains, fupport 
numerous fwarms of bees, which furnilh wax and honey. The mines of tin, iron and 
lead are very prod u Give. Gold and filver rolls in the rivers, from whence they take 
it in wire nets. Mulk, in which they trade confiderably, is not a produce of the country, 
but they have a compofition of ambergris, and a juice which they extract from the body 
of a cat, which fpreads an agreeable odour. There are many wild animals in the 
forefts. They cultivate the earth with buffaloes and oxen. The rivers breed fuch 
enormous filh, that two men can fcarcely carry one. The poor people feed on falted 
herrings and rice. Though there is no fait water in the whole country, it produces 
beautiful rubies } but doubtlefs that fcum which covers the earth after the rice harveft, 
fupplies the want of it, in forming that precious ftone in the bofom of the earth. 

The Chinefe, before the irruption of the Tartars, carried on a confiderable commerce 
with this country ; they brought velvets, filk fluffs, camblets, carpets, horfe-hair, 
cottons, gold, filver, and porcelain, which they exchanged for ivory, opium, and 
medicinal herbs. 

In the province of Laos, which gives its name to the kingdom, is a deep pit, from 
whence they obtain rubies, and particularly emeralds, one of which, in the poffefiion 
of the King, is as large as a common orange. The trade that might be carried on in 
this country would furnilh a certain advantage, becaufe they are the molt upright 
people in bufinefs, and the tnoft faithful to their engagements of any in India. Not 
but what they are tempted to obtain whatever they fee uncommon in the hands of a 
ftranger; but they prefer obtaining it by importunity rather than by violence. The 
moft flattering praite they can receive is to hear themfelves extolled as keeping their 
promifes inviolable. Theft or murder on their highways are feldom heard of: the 
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police prevents all fueh diforders. The towns and villages- m whofe territory the tra¬ 
veller has been intuited, are obliged to make good his Ioffes. 

Their virtues however are not without a mixture of vices. Buried in eternal glut-r 
tony, they only work to fupply the mdifpenfable wants of nature. All fatigue dilheart- 
ens them : enemies to perfeverance they cannot fix long to one object, and they never 
fee below the furface. Boundlefs in their inclination for women, they feem to live only 
to multiply their kind. Sorcery and magic are the fources of many crimes and fuper- 
ftifions; but it is a diforderof the mind, which is moft inveterate throughout the Eaft, 
where nothing important is undertaken, without confulting and' liberally paying thole 
accredited impoftors. 

The purity of the air prolongs life, and though the country is not very extenfive, 
they can raife five hundred thoufand combatants, and it would be eafy to form an army 
of centenaries, all healthy and vigorous. They are not lb abftemious as in other 
countries of India; they have four meals a day j rice, filh, and buffalo'sflelh is their 
common food: they feldom eat veal, beef, or poultry: they roaft the birds in their 
feathers, which gives the flelh a difagreeable tafte. 

The magiftrates and minifters generally take but one wife; but that is lefs an effeCt 
of their moderation than of their avarice. They would wilh it to be underftood, that' 
too much occupied by their public duties, they cannot bellow that time on their plea- 
fures which they confecrate to bufinefs but the great number of their concubines 
makes amends for confining themfelves to one wife. Marriages are engagements for 
life, but divorces are fo common, that they feem to be only tranfient and capricious 
unions. When a woman is convicted of adultery, the hulband may inflict what 
punilhment he pleafes. 

Their funerals are rather feftivals than fcenes of grief.. The priefts are paid and 
fiimptuoufly feafted, who cry and fmg funeral hymns, to inftruCt the dead in the road 
to heaven. They put fums of money, in proportion to his fortune, in his tomb. It 
may be prefumed that the priefts, who are the guardians of thefe tombs, caufe thofe 
treafures to circulate in fociety, which imbecility would bury in the earth. 

It may be obferved that the commerce of this kingdom has experienced different 
revolutions ; formerly its productions were brought to Siam : but fince the irruption 
of the Bramas, they have paffed to Pegu. The animofities that continual wars main¬ 
tain between the two nations, has transferred the trade to Camboya, where the Laos 
have a ready and eafy fale-for their benjamin, lacker, and other articles; 

This ignorant people boafts of having taught the Siamefe the art of writing on the 
leaves of the palm-tree. The language and characters are the fame: but the Laos 
cannot pronounce the letter L, and R. It is faid that in their earlieft times,, their 
worlhip, more purified than that of other nations, was free from fuperllitions. They 
had no temples, and adored a God the creator, who watched over the welfare of the 
world, and whom they could only pleafe by the practice of virtue, aftd not by facrifices 
or ceremonies. They believed that after a certain revolution of ages, the univerfe 
would be renewed, and this fyftem of the great periodical year has been adopted, by 
almoft all the nations of antiquity. Their commerce with the Chinefe changed thele 
Ample notions. They had priefts who ereCted themfelves to legiflators, and who, 
that they might not be refuted, produced books written in foreign characters. Their 
doCtrine not being underftood appeared the more myfterious, and was rel’pected. It 
was eafy. for thofe artful impoftors to beftow on it a divine origin. 

Their dcCtors are divided into three claffes : one teaches how the univerfe and the 
gods were formed, but their fyftem refts ojj fable and not on reafoning. The others, 
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whom they call Illuminati conciliate, all embarraffing difficulties, and contradictory 
maxims. 

The new do£trine eftablifhed the eternity of the heavens and fixteen terreftrial 
worlds, in the higheft of which they enjoyed pleafures unalloyed: thefe worlds 
decayed and were renewed, and they reckon eighteen thoufand years from the creation 
of the prefent earth. They admit a hell; but the priefts never mention the punifli- 
ments that are there prepared for the wicked, that they may not (hock timid and 
corrupt men. Polygamy is the reward they hold out to the rich in the other world ; 
but as this doftrine is not favourable to the women, they believe that thofe who have 
lived well will be changed into men. This reward they alfo promife thofe who 
enrich them, and affure them they /hall have as many wives as can be bought for 
the money they devote to alms. 

The priefts, fubjected by law to continence, confole themfelves with the perfuafion, 
that after their death they Jfball have the power to create as many women as they choofe, 
and to difpofe of them at their own pleafure. It is with the idea of glutting their 
lubricity, that they praCtife continence during their lives ; and they conftder that as a 
crime on earth, which will be a virtue in heaven. Their convents, which are fchools 
of debauchery, are filled with men taken from the dregs of fociety j and proud of the 
dignity of the office, they exadl a refpeft, that the head of the nation cannot refuie 
them without danger. Their cells are feparated the one from the other; that of 
their fuperior is magnificently furniffied ; gold and filk difplay all that luxury can 
produce: feated on a brilliant throne, he receives the homage of his fubalterns and 
proftrate devotees. 

I ffiall not enter into a detail of the regimen, as I ffiould be obliged to repeat what 
has been faid of the Talapoins ; but ffiall mention certain practices which feem to juftify 
the opinion of thofe who pretend that chriftianity was in its infancy eftablifiied among 
thefe people. 

The fourteenth of every month, they are obliged to aflemble to make a public 
confeffion of their faults. An humble avowal obtains abfolution, and as the reparation 
is not painful relapfes are frequent. They alfo make great ufe of holy water. They 
attribute to it great efficacy in curing the moft obftinate difeafes : the priefts, who 
make it an article of trade, exchange it for precious liquors. Their altars are decked 
with flowers, and lighted with numerous flambeaus: they have alfo chaplets, which 
ferve the ignorance of thofe who cannot read their hymns and prayers. The beads 
are fometimes diamonds or rubies. 

They have alfo their Eafter, and their jubilee; during thefe folemnities, they re¬ 
frain from work, and this time of reft is profaned by debauch. Preachers mount the 
roftrum, from whence they inculcate pure and ftrift maxims, which find plenty of 
tranfgreffors. The rich purchafe difpenfations: the avaricious priefts only grant them 
for a rime, antf when that is expired they muft renew their leave to tranfgrefs. 
None but the poor ffiould defpair of eternal felicity : all the rich pay their impoftors 
liberally. 

The kingdom of Camboya is only known to a few travellers, who, after having 
vifited it for a ffiort time, have given us very uncertain accounts of it. This country, 
defended by a chain of mountains, is watered by a large river which crofles it. Its 
vicinity to the line renders the air extremely hot, and to foften the burning heats 
they only inhabit the lides of rivers or lakes : the navigators fuffer much from the 
troublefomenefs of gnats. 
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This country, one of the mod fertile in India, produces wheat, and rich hai veils of 
rice, vegetables of a fuperior quality, and very fine oil. Befides necdlary produc¬ 
tions, they have excellent fugar and indigo, which the inhabitants prepare with much 
industry. The fields are covered with trees, the branches of which bend under the 
load of frnit. Japan wood, fandal and eagle wood, abound in the plains and rorelts. 
All kinds of medicinal drugs, opium, and camphor, are among the moit plentiml 
produftions of the country. The mountains contain an exceeding tranfparent cryital. 
This fortunate land produces amethyfts, hyacinths, rubies, topazes, chryfohtes, 
agates, milk-flones, and blood-ftones : raw filk and ivory are extremely cheap. An 
ox of five hundred weight only colls a crown, and you have one hundred and forty 
pounds of rice for four pence. Elephant and tiger hunting is permitted to every one, 
and in the forefts are lions and moft wild hearts, which only feem to delight in the 
deferts of Africa. _ . _ 

The coafts which are one hundred and forty leagues in extent, only afford five or 
fix ports, where veffels may be in fafety. The moft celebrated is oppofite to Siam ; 
where the greateft trade is carried on in lacker, gum, and elephants’ teeth. 1 he port 
of Pontaineas attrafted numerous foreign veffels; but its trade has wholly fallen, Ijnce 
It was ravaged by the Siamefe in one thoufand feven hundred and feventeen. I he 
other ports are little known. # . 

The fea which feparates this kingdom from that of Siam Is ftrewed with an infinity 
of fmall iflands, which makes the navigation dangerous. The two largeft, though 
fertile, have been changed into deferts, becaufe the pirates who infeft this fea carried 
off from the inhabitants the produce of their labour and induftry. 

It would be eafy to form an advantageous eftablifhinent in the ifland of Quadrol, 
where there are many Tandy bays, in which nature has formed ports. I here is alfo a 
duller of eight iflands, where the anchorage is fafe, Pulocondor is the only one in¬ 
habited : the French call it the Ifle of Orleans. It is only three leagues in length 
and one and a half broad : the port is commodious, and the anchorage eafy. The 
fea abounds with all kinds of fifh, and particularly turtles, the {hells and oil of which 
are a corifiderable object of commerce. It is the country of monkies and lizards j 
fome are hideous and entirely covered with fcales; their bite is death : others have the 
feet and hands armed with claws ; their tail,, feven or eight feet long, is triangular: 
their flefli is good to eat. There are alfo flying fquirrels, and rats with ears like thofe 
of a man. Moft of the trees are odoriferous ; that which yields the gum, has its 
bark and leaves very much refembling the chefnut tree: there are many wild trees, 
which afford fruits beautiful to the eye, but of an infipid and often a dangerous tafte. 
A botanift might there make an abundant harveft of plants unknown in other 
climates. 

There is only one village, which fometimes reckons four hundred inhabitants, and 
which is often defer ted, becaufe they fix every where that they can fupply their wants. 
It is to this ifland that the Cochin-Chinefe banilh the Chriftians.. The Englifh made 
themfelves mailers of it, and eftablilhed a factory there in one thoufand feven hundred 
and two. The governor had taken fome Macaffars into his pay, with a promife of 
difcharging them at the end of three years. He broke his promife, and detained them 
to ftrengthen his infant colony : this infraction fliould have created diftrull: he forgot 
that his example authorized them to betray him; in fad, thefe barbarians, although 
religious obfervers of treaties, thought themfelves entitled to revenge, and in one 
night all the Englilh were maffacred. 


The 


7^8 HISTORY OF TONfiUIN 1 

The kingdom of Camboya is inhabited by Portuguefe, Japanefe, Cochin-Chinefe, 
and Malays; fome of which are tranfient traders, and others have fixed their refidence 
there. 1 he Portuguefe have no priefts, and their religion is a medley of idolatry and 
Chriftianity. They live on a moderate penfion allowed them by the King, and by 
hunting. The men are well made, and the women very handfome; but their want 
of- modefty deprives them of all the advantages they might derive from their charms. 
This people never expofe themfelves to the dangers of the fea, to acquire riches ; but 
they behold fliips of all nations enter their ports, to purchafe the fuper-abundant pro¬ 
ductions of their foil. They obtain there much gold, and linens as fine as thofe made 
in Holland: their needle-work is very much elteemed. 

The religion is nearly the fame as that of Siam. They admit many celeftial dwel¬ 
lings for the fouls freed from their bodies: in fome they quaff delicious liquors, and 
feed on the moft exquifite meats, and every pleafure awakens the fenfes and prevents 
defire; women, always young and beautiful, return the paffions they infpire. There 
is another heaven referved for the folitary Talapoins, who lived ftrangers on the earth; 
their happinefs confifts in a ftate of infenfibility, which is a kind of annihilation, which 
appears to be a ravifhing enjoyment to this lazy people. In the higheft heaven refide 
the gods, and thofe diftinguifhed men who, imitators of their virtues, fliare their hap¬ 
pinefs. They alfo admit of thirteen hells, into which the wicked are caff, according 
to the degree of their crimes. 

Their clergy is numerous, and divided into Several claffes, the firfl: of which ufurps 
the precedence of the King himfelf $ thofe of the Second walk, his equals; and as they 
are perfuaded they participate in the perfections of divinity, they pay them religious 
worlhip, though the greater part of them are born in the moft abjeCt ftate. They 
have a chief, who is ftyled King of the priefts, and who, within a certain diftrid, pof- 
fefles all the authority and privileges of one. 

There are two orders of nobility. From the firfl: are taken the governors of cities 
and provinces, the minifters and judges: they are diftinguiihed by their gold box ; 
thofe of the fecond order only carry a filver one. 

The king is abfolutely defpotic: he difpofes at pleafure of the property of his fubjeds, 
Or rather of his flaves. Children have no right to the inheritance of their father ; and 
what the defpot deigns to leave them is looked upon as a condefcending bounty. A 
■country ruled with an iron fceptre is never very populous: though this kingdom is 
very extenfive, they can fcarcely mufter thirty thoufand warriors. This little King is 
as proud and luxurious as the greateft monarchs of Afia j and the idea of an imaginary 
greatnefs fometimes makes him infolent to ftrangers. 

The country of Campa has but little coaft, yet many ports and commodious bays. 
Travellers have never penetrated into the interior of the country : they know no other 
city than Feneri, where the King had his refidence, before the country was under the 
-dominion of the Cochin-Chinefe, who flying from the tyranny of the Tartars, were re¬ 
ceived by a people of whom they are become the mafters. 

Their arms are the mulket, pike, and fabre, which they ufe with much dexterity. 
They are gentle and affable, particularly to ftrangers. There is the utmoft fubordina- 
tion among them, from the King to the loweft fubjeft. The legiftature is fevere, and 
the flighteft fault never goes unpunifhed. The common people muft never have any 
filver, and whoever fhould be convicted of having kept any would be feverely punilhed. 
Gold is an article of trade, and they only ufe copper money. All the employments 
are fold, and according to their price they bellow confequence: he who has ex- 
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haufted his fortune to purcfcafe an employment foon repairs his Ioffes by extortions, 
which remain unpiroiflied, in order not to frighten thofe who would purchafe thefe 
places* 

Freedom of worfhip is tolerated by law ; but the mod part are difcipies of Mahomet 
or Confucius: there are alfo idolaters, fume of whom adore reptiles and the vileft of 
animals; others only acknowledge the fun and moon, as the authors of nature* The 
Mahometans of this country have relaxed from the Severity of the maxims preferibed 
by the alcoran : they eat pork without fcruple ; and, outraging the rights of hofpitality, 
they unblufliingly proffitute their wives to ftrangers. They only referve their legiti¬ 
mate wife, whom they cannot repudiate, unlefs conviffced of adultery. 

The Chinefe go there every year with tea, china, filk, and different articles, which 
they exchange for odoriferous woods, and gold, which is much finer than that of 
China* 

There is no country has more commercial relations with Siam than Cochin-China, 
which fignifies weftern China, a name given it by the Portuguefe to difiinguifh it from 
Cochin* It is of eafy accefs ; the ports are numerous and commodious, and there are 
as many as four-&nd-twenty fathoms in the bays. The country is very populous, and 
lull of cities and towns, which may be attributed to its fertility, for which it is indebted 
to conilant and regular inundations, which, when they retire, leave a fediment which 
enriches the lands ; and the heat of the fun gives the productions a quick maturity and 
delicious flavour. There is a tree they call incorruptible, becaufe it never decays either 
in the ground or in the water: they make fhips J anchors of it. The mountains 
where this tree grows produce eagle wood, the alve, calamber, and all forts of odori¬ 
ferous woods; the air is filled with the fragrance of flowers and perfumes. 

This country contains quarries of all kinds of marble, and many gold mines. The 
inhabitants have learnt the art of melting metals from the Chinefe; but they have 
not taught them the method of calling iron In moulds, and making cannon and 
mortars* 

The largeft and ffrongeft rhinoceros of India inhabits their mountains. The foot 
of the male is half a yard in diameter, and his teeth as much as five yards long* 

The interior commerce is confiderable. The fail's, which attract numerous mer¬ 
chants, are fupplied widi goods of every kind. The filk of the country is not of the 
firft quality ; but fo plentiful, that it is ufed to make nets, cordage, and fails. The 
land tortoife furniihes them with oik Pepper, fugar, honey, and wax, form a confi¬ 
derable branch of trade. The Chinefe and Japanefe had feized all the advantages of 
it. Thefe Grangers are not fuhjedt to the laws of the country : they have their own 
magiffrates, and they decide all differences which arife among the traders of their own 
nation. 

The portrait that travellers have drawn of the Cochin-Chinefe has either been the 
work of hatred or flattery. The Dutch, who have been ill-treated by them, accufe 
them of infidelity in their engagements, of pride, and lying. Others, who have been 
better received by them, praife their affability to Grangers, their candour in trade, and 
above all, their love of the rights of hofpitality* Though thefe accounts combat each 
other, all modern travellers agree that their manners are as fimple as their drefs* 
Their mild and peaceable character prevents them from thofe exceffes, which in a mo¬ 
ment defiroy the merit of feveral years of virtue* Their difhes are fimple, and feafoned 
with clean linefs* Rice, vegetables, and fifli are their only food* Their general drink 
is a kind of tea, different from that of China: they alfo mix a fyrup, which they obtain 
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from the wood of the calambae, with their water, which gives it a very agreeable 
odour ; but they prefer ft^ohg liquors to wine, which however they ufe in moderation £ 
and they nev£r indulge in excefs, except at weddings and folemnities. ^ 

Although always dependant on their neighbours, they let their hair grow, as a mark 
of their liberty- The great are magnificent and pompous; they fet off their drefs with 
pearls, which they prefer to diamonds. The women only appear veiled ; but when 
they are faluted, they uncover the face. The do&ors, eloathed in black damafk, wear 
a mitre on their heads: they never cut them nails nor beard, £0 flievv they are lefs 
anxious to pleafe than to inflruct. 

The houfes have no other ornaments than paintings and fcelpture gilt. Their mar¬ 
riages, funerals and feftivals are the fame as thofe of the Chinefe, from whom they are 
defcended. 

The King and all the great officers of ftate, as well as the learned men, follow the 
doctrine of Confucius, tranfmitted to them by their anceftors. They have neither 
temples nor priefts ; and every one pays a particular worfhip to the great Tien . The 
people, plunged in the gloom of idolatry, abandon themfeives to the groffeft fuperfti- 
tions. I hey have their bonzes, who are divided into feveral eludes; fome of them live 
on the produce of the lands and ponds which areadigned them; others, fubfervient to 
a fuperior, live in common on the alms of the people; and that is a more certain fource 
than the limited production of a field. To judge by the filthinefs of their temples, 
the greater pan of which are in ruins, it does not Teem that the priefts and their fol¬ 
lowers are very much attached to their religion, 

Thofe who admit the dogma of metempfyeofis make a fcruple of killing the moft 
noxious animal or vileft reptile; yet by a contradiction, common to error, they facri- 
fke hogs to the manes of their anceftors and gods. They believe that the fouls that 
do not pafs into other bodies, are changed into demons, fylphs, iueubuffes, and fuc- 
cubuffes. Thus the fear infpired by thefe evil beings, gives rife to a thoufand imagi¬ 
nary fables. 

The axe of the law ftrikes all criminals indifcriminatelv. The King, a fevere and 
incorruptible judge, pronounces their fentence of condemnation. Thofe who repre- 
fent him in the provinces are more indulgent, becaufe they are more eafily corrupted* 
The woman convicted of adultery is trampled to death by an elephant; the fir ft theft 
is punifhed by the Iofs of a huger : the fecond by that of an ear, and the third by 
death. Falfe wkneffes are puniftied according to the weight of the accufation. When 
the monarch pronounces his decifions, he is mounted on a fuperb elephant, and thofe 
who have petitions to prefent, muft not come within eighty paces. 

Ihis Prince is very rich, becaute feveral of his neighbours buy his prote£tion at an 
exorbitant price. Elephants, wax, and ivory which his own country fupplies, and 
the tributes paid him by his proteges in feented woods and gold dull, open a new 
fource of riches.^ Keftdes what he exacts from his tributary Princes, he has eftablifhed 
a general capitation, and every man, from eighteen to fixty, pays about eightpence 
fterling. ^ Ihis tax is lefs degrading than eight months labour to which every fubjedl 
and fkve is liable. Atjhe death of every poiTeffor, he feizes their lands, and only 
leaves the children, the money and furniture. His revenues arealfo encreafed by duties 
impofed on foreign merchandizes. 

ft he conftitution of the kingdom of Cochin-China is wholly military. Their arms 
are the mufket, the bow, and dagger. Their exercife is performed in filenee. The 
chief diiects all their evolutions by the motion of his ftaff: and if he neglects his 
duty, he is reduced to the rank of a common foldier. 
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The court of the monarch difplays all the pomp of Alia. The fir ft dignities of the 
ftate are entrufted to eunuchs. The prefumptive heir of the throne, has always the 
command of the naval force, and his private guard confifts of five thoufand men. 
His younger brother is generaliffimo of the land forces, and has two thoufand foldiers 
for a guard. There is always a ftanding army to prevent revolts. 

Crimes againft the Royal Majelly are cruelly punilhed. The criminal is tied to a 
flake, and every foidler cuts off a piece of his flelh, till he is made a perfeft lkeleton. 
The feverity of punillmients in a nation Ihews their inclination to crimes. T he law 
propofes to frighten by the fhew of vengeance, and it often only ferves to heighten 
their ferocity. 

The foldiers are cloathed in fatin, and the officers in gold or filver velvet. 

There are military fchools, in which children are educated at the public expence. 
They have filk robes, and other appurtenances which flatter their vanity, bellowed on 
them as rewards for diftinguifliing themfelves. Thofe who negleft their ieffons are 
cloathed in linen. 
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ACCOUNT OF COCHIN-CHINA, 

IN TWO PARTS. 

THE FIRST TREATS OF THE TEMPORAL STATE OF THAT KINGDOM J 
THE SECOND, OF WHAT CONCERNS THE SPIRITUAL. 

WRITTEN IN ITALIAN 

By the R. E. Christopher Bgrri* a Milanese, of the Society of Jesus, 

Who tvas one of the frrft Miflionaries in that ICmgtluin ** 


TO THE READER. 

■ i 

, THIS account is fo fhort, it requires not much preface, or, to fay the truth, any at 
all; a little time fufficing the curious to inform himfelf of the value and contents of 
it. Who the author was appears by the title, and what the caufe of his going into that 
kingdom, his profeflion and only bulinefs being to preach Chriftianity to the infidels : 
he lived five years among them, and learned their language to perfection $ and there¬ 
fore his relation is not like thofe of travellers, who juft pals through a country; or ' 
merchants, that touch at ports upon the bufinefs of trade, and confequently deliver 
very fabulous accounts, either to make their travels the more furprifing, or for want 
of knowing better, taking things upon hear fay, and not under Handing their language 
to get certain information. This father, on the contrary, frequently convc-rfing with 
all forts ol people, and having a fettled refidence there for years, had the opportunity 
of knowing what he wrote. He gives the defcription of the kingdom, a confiderable 
part whereof he travelled over: he i’peaks of its product, which he had rfie benefit 
of for fuftenance and cloathing: he tells us the temper and feafons of the air, which 
he feveral rimes felt: he relates the inundations which he often faw : he gives an 
account of their fedts, which he learned from their priefts, or omfaiis, whom he con¬ 
verted to Chriftianity : he fets down the power and government of the kingdom, 
which he could be no llranger to, being familiar with feveral men in great authority : 
and, to conclude, he particularizes how far the Chriftian faith has been there propa¬ 
gated, which he well knows, as having been hiralelf a labourer in the vineyard for 
the firft five years ; and after that, receiving it from thofe that fucceeded him. In 
fine, the relation is curious, though fliprt, and feems to carry all the air of truth 
Imaginable, befides the general approbation it has always received in all parts, which 
is the greateft commendation that can be given it. 

* Churchill’s ColL vol. ii. 
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PART I. 

OF THE TEMPORAL STATE OF THE KINGDOM OF COCHIN-CHINA. 

*. CHAP. I. — Of the Name, Situation, and Extent of this Kingdom. 

C OCHIN-CHINA, fo called by the Portuguefe, is by the natives called Anam, 
fignifying a weftern country, becaufe it lies weft of China; for which fame reafoa 
the Japanefe in their language give it the name of Cochi, fignifying the fame as 
Anam, in the Cochi-Chinefe language. But the Portuguefe, having by means of the 
Japanefe been admitted to trade in Anam, of the Japanefe word Cochi, and this other 
word China, compounded the name Cochin-China, applying it to this kingdom, as 
if they called it Cochin of China, the better to diftinguifli it from Cochin the city 
in India, inhabited by the Portuguefe: and the reai'on why, iii the maps of the world, 
we generally find Cochin-China fet down under the denomination of C-auchin-China, 
or Cauchina, or the like, is no other but the corruption of the right name, or that 
the authors of thofe maps would fignify that this kingdom was the beginning of 
China. 

This kingdom on the fouth borders upon that of Chiampa, in eleven degrees of 
north latitude, on the north fomewhat inclining eaftward with Tunchiinj on the eaft 
is the Chinefe fea, and on the weft north-weft the kingdom of Lais. 

As to its extent I ft all here fpeak only of Cochin-China, which is part of the great 
kingdom of Tunchim, ufurped by a King who was grandfather to him now reigning 
in Cochin-China, who rebelled againft the great King of Tunchim : for as yet the 
Portuguefe have traded only in this province, and here only the fathers of the fociety 
have been converfant in order to introduce Chriftianity: yet at the end of this account, 
I fliall difcourfe concerning fome particulars of Tunchim, where our fathers got footing 
fmce my return into Europe. 

Cochin-China extends above a hundred leagues along the fea, reckoning from the 
kingdom of Chiampa, in the aforefaid eleven degrees of north latitude, to the gulf of 
Ainam, in the latitude of feventeen degrees or thereabout, where the King of Tun- 
chira’s dominions begin. The breadth is not much, being about twenty miles, all the 
country plain, ftiut up on the one fide by the fea, and on the other by a ridge of moun¬ 
tains inhabited by the Kemois, which fignifies a favage people ; for though they are 
Cochin-Chinefe, yet they no way acknowledge or fubmit to the King, keeping in the 
faftneffesof the uncouth mountains, .bordering on the kingdom of Lais. 

Cochin-China is divided into five provinces; the firft, bordering on Tunchim, where 
this King refides, is called Sinuva; the feeond Cachiam, here the Prince, the King’s 
Ion, refides and governs ; the third Quamguya; the fourth, Quignin, by the Portu¬ 
guefe called Pullucambi; and the fifth, confining on Chiampa, is Kenran, 
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CHAP. II. — Of the Climate and Nature of the Country of Cochin-China. 

THOUGH this kingdom, as has been faid, lies between eleven and feventeen degree-, 
of north latitude; hence it follows of courfe, that the country is rather hot than 
cold, and yet it is not fo hot as India, though it be in the fame latitude, and within the 
torrid zone. The caufe of the difference is, becaufe in India there is no dl/tm&ion of 
the four feafons of the year, fo that the fummer tails there nine months without inter- 
million, without feeing fo much as a cloud either day or night, and therefore the air, 
is continually, as it were, inflamed with the great reflection of the fun beams The 
other three months are called winter, not becaufe there is any want of heat, but 
becaufe at that time it generally rains day and night; and though to appearance fuch 
continual rains Ihould naturally cool the air, yet they falling in the three months of 
May, June, and July, when the fun is in its greatefl elevation, and in the zenith of 
India, and no winds blowing but what are hot, the air continues fo inflamed, that 
fometimes the heat is more intenfe than in fummer, when for the moll part there 
are pleafant winds blowing from the fea, which cool the ground, wherewith, if 
Almighty God did not relieve thoie countries, they would be uninhabitable. 

But Cochin-China enjoying the diflinttion of the four feafons, though not in fo 
perfeCt a manner as Europe, is much more temperate ; for though its fummer, which 
comprehends the three months of May, June and July, be violently hot, becaufe it 
lies within the torrid zone, and becaufe the fun is then in its zenith, yet in September, 
OClober, and November, the autumn feafon, the heat ceafes, and the air becomes very 
temperate by the continual rains, which at thip time ufually fall upon the mountains of 
the Kemois, whence the waters running down in abundance fo flood the kingdom, 
that meeting with the fea they feem to be all of a piece. The inundations during 
thefe three months, for the moll part happen once a fortnight, and lall three days 
at a time. They ferve not only to cool the air, but to fertilife the earth, making 
it fruitful and abundant in all things, but particularly in rice, which is the molt com¬ 
mon and univerfal food of the kingdom. During the other three winter months, 
which are December, January and February, there are cold northerly winds, bringing- 
cool rains, and lo Jufficiently diflinguifhing the winter from other feafons. To conclude, 
in March, April, and May, the effects of fpring appear, all things being green and 
blofloming. 

Now fmce we have fpoke of thefe inundations, I will not conclude this chanter 
"without fir 11 obferving fonie curiolities that occur from them. 

1 he firll one is, that all men in general wifli for them, not only that they may 
cool the air, but much more for the fertilizing of the earth ; for which reafon, as foon 
as they appear, all the people are fo pleafed and joyful, that they exprefs it by vifiting, 
fealting, and prefenting one another, all of them crying, and often repeating, “ daden 
iut, daden lut j ,J that is the inundation is come, it is here; and this is done by perfons 
of all degrees,' even to the King himfelf. 

And as the inundations often come fo unexpectedly, that very often when they do 
not think of it at night, they find themfelves the next morning furi-rounded with water, 
fo that they cannot go out of their houfes, throughout the whole kingdom, as has 
been faid; hence it is that abundance of cattle are drowned, for want of time to 
retile to the mountains, or higher grounds. For this reafon there is a pleafant fort 
of law throughout the kingdom, which is, that if any oxen, goats, fwine, or other 
beaus are drowned, the owner lofes them, and they belong to him that firll takes 
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them, which caufes much fport and jollity ; becaufe when the lut happens they all go 
out in boats to feek the drowned cattle; upon which they afterwards feaft and treat 

one another. _ . . ,, f . 

Nor are the younger fort without their paftiine ; for there being in thole neldsol ncc 
an infinite number or rats, their nefls filling with water, they are forced to fwim out and 
get upon the ti'ees to fave themfelves ; and it is pleafant to fee the boughs loaded with 
rats, like fruit hanging on them. Then do the boys run out in their boats, ftviving to 
outdo one another in {halting the trees, that the rats may fall and be drowned ; which 
childifh paftiine is wonderfully beneficial to the country, delivering it from thofe mif- 
chievous creatures, that otherwife by degrees would devour all the harveft. 

In fliort, the lut caufes another confiderable advantage, which is, that it affords every 
body the opportunity of fumilhing his houfe with all neceffaries ; becaufe the count 17 
being all navigable during thefe three days, commodities are very eafily conveyed from 
one city to another, and therefore then are held the greateft fairs and markets, and with 
a greater concourfe of people than at any other time in the year. Then alfo it is that 
they lay in provifion of wood to burn and build, bringing it from the mountains in 
boats, which by this means come into the flreets and into the very houfes, built for this 
purpofe upon high pillars, that water may have free paffage, the people ftill living 
during that time in the upper floors ; to which it would be furprifing if the lut fhould 
ever rife, they being built according to the fituation of the place, to fuch a height as 
they know by long experience is fufficiently above the waters. 

CHAP. 111. — Of the Fruitfulnefs of the Country. 

IT is an eafy matter to conceive the fertility of Cochin-China, by the advantages 
accruing from the lut; yet we will mention fome other particulars relating to it. 7 he 
lut leaves the land fo fruitful, that rice is gathered three times a year in fuch great 
plenty and abundance, that there is nobody will work for gain, all perfons having 
enough to live on plentifully. 

There are great quantities of fruit of feveral forts all the year round j and they are 
the fame with thofe in India, Cochin-China being within the fame climate. But to come 
to particulars; the oranges there are bigger than ours in Europe, and very full; the 
rind of them is thin, tender, and To well tailed, that it is eaten with the juice, which has 
a pleafant relifh like lemons in Italy. 

There is a fort of fruit which the Portuguefe call bananas, and others Indian figs ; 
though, in my judgment, the name of a fig is neither proper to thofe in India, nor in 
Cochin-China, becaufe neither the tree nor fruit has any refemblance with our figs ; the 
tree being like that we call Indian wheat, but higher, and the leaves fo long and broad, 
that two of them would ferve to wrap a man in quite round, and from head to feet. 
Hence fome have taken occafion to fay, that this was the tree in paradife, with the 
leaves whereof Adam covered himfelf. This tree at the top produces a clufter of 
twenty, thirty, or forty of thefe bananas together; and each of them is in fliape, length, 
and thicknefs of an indifferent citron in Italy. Before the fruit is ripe the rind is green, 
but afterwards yellow as the citrons are. There is no need of a knife to pare this 
fruit, for the rind comes off as we {hell beans. This fruit has amoft fragrant fmell; 
the pith or flefli of it is yellow and firm, like that of a bergamot pear when full ripe, 
that melts in the mouth : by this it appears to be no way like our fig, except in the 
tafte and fweetnefs. There is another fort of them which is only eaten roafted, and 
with wine; the Item dies every year, when it has produced the fruit, and leaves a 
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young /prom at the foot, which grows up againft the next year. That which in hair 
they call an Indian fig, is nothing like the plant or fruit of this banana we now fpeak of; 
nor in this which we have in Italy called an Indian fig in thofe parts. This fruit is 
coni moil throughout all India. There is another fort in Cochin-China, that is not 
found in China nor India: it is as big as the large/! citrons we hare in Italy ; fo that 
one of them is enough to fatisfy a man. Thefe are nourifoing, very white within, and 
full of black round feeds, which chewed Together with the white fubftance, are of a 
delicious take, and a good medicine againft the flux. 

There is another fruit in Cochin-China, which I have not feen in any other country 
of India, and this they call can ; the outward form and nature of the rind is like our 
pomegranate ; but within it contains a fubftance almo/t liquid, which is taken out aud 
eaten with a fpoon, the take is aromatic, and the colour like that of a ripe medlar. 

/ hey have another peculiar to the country that grows and is like our cherries/but 
taftes like raifms, and is called gnoo. . ’ 

1 here are alfo melons, but not fo good as ours in Europe, nor are they eaten without 
fugar or honey. The water-melons are large and delicate. 

There is a fruit called giacca, which is common to the other parts of India, but much 
larger m Cochin-China; it grows on a tree as high as the walnut or chefnut,. and has 
much longer prickles than the jubeb. It is as big as a veiy large pompion in Italy fo 
that one of them is a^ man’s load; the outer rind is like that of a pine-apple, but fort 
and tender within. This fruit is full of certain yellow round kernels, like a finall piece 
or coin that is round and flat; and in the middle of every one of them is a flone that is 
thrown away. There are two forts of this fruit; one in Portuguefe is called giacca 
barca; the ftone of this is thrown away, and the pulp is ftiff: they do not take out the 
/tone of the other, nor is the pulp hard but foft as glue ; both thefe in take fomewhat 
referable that delicious fruit called the durion, whereof we /hall fpeak next. 

Ihis durion is one of the mo/t delicious fruits in the world, and only found in Ma 
laca, Borneo, and the adjacent iflands. The tree differs little from the giacca Iaff men 
noned, and the fruit itfelf is like it without, and that refembles the pine-apple, even in 
the hardnefs of the rind. The meat within is very white about the bone, to which it 
kicks like glue, and takes very like our mangiare bianco (a dainty among the Italians'), 
this meat and liquor is divided into ten or twelve little apartments, in each of which 
the Hem and moiilure is about its kone, which is as big as a large chefnut. And it is 
to be Obferved that when they break open the foe11 of this fruit there comes from it an 
ill fcent, like t hat of a rotten omon, all the fubftance within remaining of a mok fweet 
and mcxprefoble flavour; refpeciing which I will relate what happened in my nre- 
lence: a predate arrived at Malaca, and one there opened a durion before him to give 
um a take ; the prelate was fo offended at the naufeous knell that came from it when 
broke, that he would not take it by any means. Being afterwards fet down to dinner 
they gave the rek of the company mangiare bianco, but on this prelate’s plate they laid 
the white fub..;\nce of this fruit, which is fo like the mangiare bianco, that he could not 
diftmguifh the difference by the light. The prelate taked it, and thought it fo much 
more delicious than ufual, that he afked what cook dreffedit fo rarely? Then he that 
had invited him to dinner, finding-, told him it was no other cook but God himfelf, who 
had produced that fruit, which was the very durion he would not take. The prelate 
was io akonrihed that he thought he could never eat enough ; and they are fo dear, that 
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well defcribed by thofe that have written of it, I would not pafs it, by. This fruit does 
hot grow oh a tree, nor from a feed, but bn a Italk, like our artichokes, and Lhe ftem 
and leaves are much like thofe of the thiflie or artichoke. The fruit is like a cylinder, 
a fpan long, and fo thick that it requires both hands to grafp it. The pulp within is 
clofe and like a radilh, the rind fomewhat hard, fcaly like a fifh. When ripe it is 
yellow both within and without, is pared with a knife, and eaten raw, the tafte of it a 
fliarp fweet, and as foft as a full ripe bergamot pear. 

There is befides in Cochin-China a fruit peculiar to that country, which the Portu- 
guefe call areca. The trunk of it is as ftraight as a palm-tree, hollow within, and 
produces leaves like thofe of the palm, only at the top among thefe leaves there grow 
fome final 1 boughs, which bear.the fruit, in lhape and bignefs like a walnut, green 
-without juft as the nut is} within it is white and hard like a chefnut,and has no tafteat 
all. This fruit is not eaten alone, but is wrapped up in leaves of betle, well known in 
India, which are like our ivy-leaves in Europe, and the plant itfelf clings to trees like 
the ivy. Thefe leaves are cut in pieces, and in them they wrap a bit of areca, each of 
of them making four or five morfels j and with the areca they put fame lime, which is 
not there made of ftone as in Europe, but of oyfter-fhells; arid as among us there are 
cooks and caterers, &c. fo in Cochin-China there is one in every family whofe bufinefs 
is to wrap up thefe morfels of areca in betle, and thefe perfons being commonly women, 
are called betleres. . They fill their boxes with thefe morfels, and chew them all day, 
not only when they are at home but when they are walking or talking, at all times and 
In all places, never fwallowing but fpitting them out when they are well chewed, 
retaining nothing but the relifli and virtue of it, which wonderfully comforts the ftomach. 
Thefe morfels are fo much in ufe, that when a perfon goes to make a vifit he carries a 
box full of them, and prefently offers foine to the party vifited, who puts it into his 
mouth; and before the vifitor departs, he that is vifited fends to his betler woman for 
a box of the fame, and prefents it to the vifitor to return his kindnefs; and thefe mor¬ 
fels muff be ftill making. There is fo much of this areca ufed, that the greateft 
revenues of that country come from the fields of it, as among us of olive-gardens, and 
the like. 

Tobacco is alfo ufed there, but not fo much as betle. The country alfo abounds in 
all forts of pompions, and fugar-canes. The European fruits are not yet come thither; 
but I believe grapes and figs would take very well. Our herbs, as lettuce, endive, 
col worts, and the like, come up well in Cochin-China, as they do throughout all India : 
bat they all grow into leaves, without producing any feed, fo that it muft ftill be fup- 
plied out of Europe. 

There is alfo great plenty of flefh, by reafon of the great multitude not only of tame 
cattle, as cows, goats, fwine, buffaloes, and the like: but of wild, fuch as deer, much 
bigger than thofe of Europe, wild boars, &c.; and of hens, both tame and wild, of 
which fort the fields are full, turtles, pigeons, ducks, geele, and cranes, which are 
favoury enough; and, in fhort, other forts, which we have not in Europe. 

Their filhery is very great, and fifh fo "delicious -that, though I have travelled fo 
many countries, I do not think I have met with any to be compared to that of Cochin- 
China. And the country, as wasfaid before, lying all along upon the fea, there are fo 
many boats go out a-fifliing, and they bring in l'o much fifh to all parts of the kingdom, 
that it is really very remarkable to fee the long rows of people continually carrying fifh 
from the fhore to the mountains j which is duly done every day for four hours before 
fun-rifing. And though generally among the Cochin-Chinefe fifh is more valued than 
flefh; yet the chief reafon why they apply themfelves fo much to fifhing is to furnifli 
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themfelves with a kind of fauce, which they call balachiam, which is made of falt-fifh 
macerated and fteeped in water. This is a fkarp liquor, not unlike muftard, whereof 
every body lays in fuch ftore, that they fill barrels and tubs of it, as many in Europe 
lay in their flocks of wine. This of itfelf is no food, but ferves to fharpen the appetite 
to the rice, which they cannot eat without it. For this reafon, though rice be the 
general and moll common fuftenance in Cochin-China, there inufr be vail quantities of 
balachiam, without which it is not eaten, and confequently there is continual fifhing. 
There is no lefs plenty of fliell-fifli, oyfters, and other product of the fea, efpecially of 
one fort, which they call cameron. (I fuppofe this to be the Portuguefe word came- 
rono, fignifying fhrimps or prawns.) 

Befides all this. Providence has furniflied them with a fort of food fo rare and deli¬ 
cate that, in my opinion, it may be compared to the manna wherewith the chofen people 
of God were fed in the defart. This is fo peculiar to Cochin-China, that it is no 
where ell'e to be found : and I will give an account of what I know of it by experience, 
and not by hear-fay, having feen and eaten of it feveral times. 

In this country there is found a fmall bird like a fwallow, which fattens its nett to 
the rocks the fea-waves break againft. This little creature with its beak takes up 
fome of the foam of the fea, and mixing it with a certain moifture it draws from its 
own ftomach, makes a fort of flime, or bituminous fubftance, which ferves to build its 
nett, which, when dry and hardened, remains tranfparent, and of a colour between 
green and yellow. The country-people gather thefe nefts and being foftened in water, 
they ferve to feafon meat, whether fifh, flefli, herbs, or any fort whatfoever *, and give 
every thing fo different a relifli, and fo proper to it, as if they had been feafoned with 
pepper, cinnamon, cloves and the richeft fpice; this nett alone being enough to feafon 
all forts of provifions without fait, oil, bacon or any other addition ; and, therefore, I 
faid I thought it like manna, which had in it the tafte of all the moft delicious meats, 
except that this is the work of a fmall bird, and that was made by God*:, angels. Such 
great ftore of them is found, that I myfelf faw ten final! boats laden with nefts taken 
among the rocks, at not above a mile’s diftance. But they being fo precious a com¬ 
modity, the King only deals in them, rhey- being all- kept for him; and his greateft 
vent is to ti e Kmg of China, who values them at a high rate. 

They eat no fort of white meats looking upon it as a fin to milk the cows or other 
creatures : and the reafon they give for this nicety is, that milk was by nature appointed 
for fuftenance of the young ones: as if the owner of the young ones could not difpofe 
of their fuftenance. They eat fome things which we loath and count venomous, as 
cameleons, vvhicli are here fbmewhat bigger than thofe that are foinetimes brought 
dried up into Italy out of other countries. I faw a friend buy fome tied together in a 
clufter, and lay them upon the live coals, which having burnt the firing, they walked 
about gently as they ul'ed to do till they felt the heat of the fire ; they being of a vio¬ 
lent cold nature refitted awhile, but were at laft broiled : my friend took them up, 
and feraping off the burnt fkin with a knife, the flefh remained extraordinary white; 
then he bruifed and boiled Lhem in a certain fort of fauce like butter, and then eat 
them as a great dainty, inviting me to partake with him: but I had enough with the 
fight of it. 

Cochin-China ^bounds in all other things neceffary for the fupport of human life ; 
and in the firft place for cloathing: there is fuch a plenty of filk, that the peafimts and 
mechanics generally wear it; fo that I was often pleafed to fee men and women at their 
labour, carrying ftone, earth, lime or the like, without the leaf! fear of tearing or 
fpoiling the rich clothes they had on. Nor will it be wondered at, when it is mentioned 
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that the mulberry trees, whofe leaves feed the filk worms, grow in vaft plains, as 
hemp does amongft us, and run up as fall; fo that in a few months the worms appear 
upon them, and feed in the open air, fpinning their thread at the proper time, and 
winding their bottoms in fuch plenty, that the Cochin-Chinefe have not only enough 
for their own ufe, but they fumifh Japan, and fend it into the kingdom of Lais, whence 
it afterwards fpreads as far as Tibet. This filk is not fo fine and foft, but ftronger 
and more fubfiantial than that of China. 

The ftru&ures the Cochin-Chinefe ufe of wood, are nothing inferior to thofe of any 
other part of the world; for without falfifying, this country has the beft timber in the 
univerfe, in the opinion of all that have been there to this time. Among the variety 
and multitude of their trees, there are two that molt ufually ferve for building, and 
are fo incorruptible, that they do not decay in the leaft, either under ground or under 
water ; and they are fo folid and heavy, that they do not fwim upon the water, and a 
log of them ferves inftead of an anchor to a fliip. One of them is black, but not fo as 
ebony j the other is red, and both of them when the bark is taken off are fo fmooth 
andfleek that they fcarceneed any plaining. Thefe trees are called tin, and it would 
not be deviating much from the truth to fay they were that incorruptible wood which 
Solomon made ufe of for building the temple: for we know the fcripture gives them 
a name much like this, calling them ligna thyina. The mountains of Cochin-China 
are all full of thefe trees, all ftraight, of fuch a prodigious height, that they feem to 
touch the clouds, and fo thick that two men cannot fathom them. Of this timber the . 
Cochin-Chinefe build their houfes, every man being free to cut down as many as he 
pleafes. 

The whole fabric of their houfes refts upon high, folid, and well fettled pillars, 
between which they place boards to remove at pleafure; either to exchange them for 
cane lattices, which they weave neatly, to let in the air in hot weather ; or to leave 
a free paffage for the water and boats, at the time of the inundation, as we obferved 
above. They have alfo a thoufand curious inventions, and ingenious contrivances 
to fet off their houfes with carving, and other works on wood, which are a very great 
ornament. 

Since we have begun to talk of trees, before we proceed upon any other matter, I 
will here mention fomething of a fort of wood, accounted the richeft commodity that 
can be carried out of Cochin-China to other parts j which is the moft famous wood 
called aquila, or eagle-wood, and calamba; which are the fame thing as to the tree, 
but differ in their value and virtue. Of thefe trees, which are thick and high enough, 
the Kemois mountains are veij full; if the wood be cut off a young tree, it proves 
aquila or eagle-wood, and of this there is great abundance, every one cutting as 
much as he can : but when the wood is of an old tree, that proves calamba ; which 
were very hard to be found, had not nature itfelf provided for it, caufing thefe fame 
trees to grow on the tops of inacceffible mountains, where growing old without being 
expofed to deftruction, fame boughs of them now and then drop down, breaking off, 
either for want of moifture, or through age, and are therefore found rotten and 
worm-eaten, infinitely exceeding the common aquila or eagle-wood, in virtue and 
fweet fcent j and this is the fo highly valued and famous calamba. The aquila is 
fold by any body, but the calamba belongs only to the King, becaufe of the high 
value of its perfume and virtue. And to fay the truth, it is fo fweet where they gather it, 
that fome pieces being prefented to me, by way of experiment, I buried them above 
a yard and a half under ground, and yet they difcovered themfelves by their fragrancy. 
The calamba where taken, is worth five ducats a pound j but in the port of Cochin- 
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China where the trade is, it bears a much greater price, and is not fold under fixteeft 
ducats a pound. In Japan it is worth two hundred ducats a pound ; but if there ba a 
piece big enough for a man to lay his head on like a pillow, the Japanefe will &ive 
at the rate of three or four hundred ducats a pound: the reafon of which is, becaufe 
they inftead’of a foft down pillar, when they deep, lay their head on fome hard thing, 
and generally it is a piece of wood, which every one according to his ability, endea¬ 
vours to have of as great value as he can ; and a piece' of calaijiba is looked upon as 
a pillow fit for none but a King, or fome great lord. T et the aquila, though of le^s 
price and efteem than the calamba, is fo confiderable, that;one (hip’s load of it enriches 
any merchant for ever, and the beft advantage the King can allow the governor of 
Malacca, is to grant him one voyage of aquila > becaufe Brahmans and Banians of 
India burning their dead with this fweet wood, the confumption of it is continually 
YGTV S’l'CS-t, 

To conclude, Cochin-China abounds in rich mines of the moll precious metals, 
efpeeially gold ; and to reduce to a few words what might be laid more at large of the 
plenty of this country, I will conclude with that which the European merchants trading 
thither commonly fay of it j which Is* that in fome jneafure the wealth of Cochin- 
China is greater than that of China itfelf; and we all know how rich that country 

is in all refpefts. n , . 

I ought in this place to fay fomething of the beafts, whereof we before oblerved there 
was a great variety and numbers in Cochin-China j but that 1 may not dilate too 
much, I will only treat of the elephants and abadas, or rhinoceroles, chiefly found 
here * of which many curious things may be faid, which perhaps very many have not 
heard off. 

CHAP. IV. — Of the Elephants and Abadas , or Rhimeerofes. 

THERE are abundance of elephants in the woods of Cochin-China, which they 
make no ufe of, becaufe they know not how to take or tame them : therefore they 
bring them tame and well taught from Cambogia, a neighbouring kingdom* Thefe 
are twice as big as thole of India, the round print of their feet they leave behind them, 
being not lefs than half a yard diameter ; the two teeth fticking out of the mouth, 
whereof ivory is made, are very often four yards and a half long y that is thofe of the 
males, for thofe of the females are much (hotter \ by which it is eaCy to compute, how 
much thofe elephants of Cochin-China are bigger than thofe ihewn about in Europe* 
whofe teeth are not above three quarters of a yard long. The elephants live many 
years $ arid I afking how old one might be, the driver of it told me, it was fixty 
years old before it came from Cambogia, and had lived forty in Cochin-China and, 
having myfelf feveral times travelled upon elephants in that kingdom I can relate many 
things that will feem ftrange, but yet are very true* 

An elephant generally carries thirteen or fourteen perfons, who are thus difpofed of: 
is we lay a fad die on a horfe, fo they clap a certain, machine upon the elephant, which 
is like a coach, wherein there are four feats ; it is fattened with chains under the 
elephant’s belly, as a horfe’s faddle is girt* The coach has two doors on the fides, 
where fix perfons fit* three on a fide, and another behind where there are two more ; 
and laftly the nay re, who fupplies the place of a coachman, fits over the elephants 
head and guides him. $?or have I travelled m this manner by land only, but very 
often by fea too, erofling arms of it above a mile over j and it is wonderful to any 
body that knew it not before, to fee fueh a. vaft great lump of flefti fwimmiog under 
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fuch a weight, fo that it looked like a boat rowing. True it is, the beaft groaned under 
the foil, occafioned by the unreafonable bulk of his own body, and the difficulty of 
breathing ; and therefore to eafe itfelf in that pain, it fucked in water with the trunk, 
atid fpouted it out fo high, that it looked like fome great whale gliding along the 
ocean. 

For the fame reafon of its mighty corpulency, it finds much difficulty in {looping 
"down j and this being abfolutely neceffary for the convenience of paffengers to get up 
to or dovcn from the coach, he does it not but when commanded by the nayre ; and 
if when he is kneeling, any one flops but never fo little, upon ceremony, or any 
other account, he rifes up, not having patience to continue in that pofture, it is fo 
painful. 

Nor is it lefs wonderful to behold, how at the nayre’s command he makes, as it 
Were, a ladder of his limbs for the greater convenience of thofe that are to get up 
"into the coach .: the firft ftep is his foot, which is high enough ; for the fecond he 
turns out the firft joint above the fame foot, diftant enough from the other ; for the 
third he: bends his knee ; for the fourth his hip-bone, flicking out to that purpofe ‘ y 
and from whence he that gets up, lays hold of a chain fattened to the coach itfelf, 
where he feats hirnfelf. 

By this it plainly appears how much they are miftaken who fay and write that the 
elephant can neither kneel nor bow down ? and that the only way to take him, is . to 
cut the tree be leans agairtft to fleep \ for that falling together with the falfe fupport, 
and not being able to rife, he becomes a certain prey to him that lies in wait; which 
is all a fable, though it be true he lies not down to fleep, that being an uneafy 
pofture to him as has been faid, but fleeps -always Handing, with a continual agitation 
of his head. 

Upon occafion of war or battle, they take off the roof of the coach, whence, as it 
were from a tower, the foldiers fight with mufkets, arrows, and fometiines a finall 
piece of cannon, the elephant being ftrong enough to carry it, his ftrength being 
anfwerable to all the reft : and I have feen one myfelf, that would carry vail weights 
upon his trunk, and another that lifted up a great piece of cannon with it, and another 
who by himfelf launched ten galliots one after another, taking hold of them very 
dexteroufly with his teeth, and fhoving them into the fea. I have feen others, pull up 
large trees with as much eafe as we do a cabbage or a lettuce: with the fame eafe they 
throw down houfes, levelling whole ftreets when they are commanded, either to 
do harm to art enemy in war, or to Hop the fury of the flames upon occafion of 
any fire. 

The length of the trunk is proportionable to the height of the reft of his body, fi> 
that he can take up any thing with it off the ground without Hooping. It is made of 
abundance of finall finews knit together, which makes it fo pliable, L that he can take 
up die leaft thing, and yet fo ftrong and firm as we have fliewn. 

All the body is covered with a rough afh coloured fkin. An elephant’s ufual day’s 
journey is twelve leagues, and his motion has the fame effedt upon thofe that are not 
ufed to it, as that of a (hip at fea. 

. I lhall fay nothing more wonderful concerning the elephant’s docility, or aptnefs 
to learn, than what fa generally reported ; by which it will appear there was reafon 
to fay, “ no beaft was more fenfible than the elephantfor it does fuch things as 
feem to be the afts of prudence and underflanding. In the firft place,, though the 
nayre makes ufe of a certain inflrument of iron a yard long, which has a hook at one 
end wherewith he ftrikes and punches him, that he may be watchful, and mind what 
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lie bids him to do, yet for the molt part he governs him only by words j by which It 
appears he underftand the language very well; and fome of them underftands three 
or four that are very different, according to the feveral countries they have lived in. 
Thus he that I travelled on, feemed to underftand the language of Cambogia, whence 
he came, and that of Cochin-China where he was. And who would not admire to 
hear the nayre difcourfe with his elephant, tell him the way and road he is to take, 
what place he is to pafs by, what inn they are to lie at, what they lhall there find 
to eat, and in ftiort, give him an exad account of all that is to be done during the 
journey ; and to fee the elephant perform what he experts from him, as regularly as 
any man of good fenfe could do ; infomuch that when the elephant feems to have 
underftood what place he was to go to, he takes the Ihorteft cut to it, without 
■minding the beaten road, rivers, woods, or mountains, but goes, on, not doubting 
to overcome all difficulties, as in-effect he does; for if any rivers be in the way, he 
either fords or fwims them ; if woods, he breaks the bows of the trees, pulls them 
up whole, or cuts them with a (harp iron like a fcythe, which for this.purpofe is faftened 
to the fore part of the top of the coach, wherewith upon occafion having firft laid old 
of the boughs, he cuts them with his trunk, and makes himfelf way, cutting through 
the thickefl forefl, where it is eafily known -to have been an elephant that made 
the way; and all this he does with great eafe and * expedition in obedience to the 
nayre. 1 ’ ' 

One only thing that difturbs this creature, and puts it to great pain is, when a 
thorn or fuch like runs into the foie of his foot, which is extraordinary foft and 
tender, and therefore he treads very cautioufly, when he goes through places where 
there may be danger of fuch an accident. I once went a journey with feven or eight 
elephants in company, and heard the nay res every one warn his own beaft, to look 
out carefully where he fet his feet; for they were to pafs over a Tandy place about a 
mile in length, where thorns grew up among the fand ; upon this intimation all the 
elephants held down their heads, and looking out as it were, for fome finall thin? 
that is loft, they walked that mile very cautioufly; ftep by ftep, till being told there 
was no more to fear, they lifted up their heads, going on as they had done at firft. 
Being come at night to the inn, the nayres Seat the elephants to the wood to feed* 
without taking the coach off their backs ; and Ialking why they did not take it down* 
they anfwered, that the elephants fed on the boughs of the trees, and therefore they 
left the coach on their backs that they might cut them with that iron we mentioned was 
before it. The next day being come where there was no wood, every,nayre carried a 
large bundle of green boughs for . his elephant. I took particular fatisfadion in 
cbferving one, who, more nimbly than the reft, laying hold of thofe- boughs with his 
trunk, barked them with his teeth, and then eat them up as quick, and with as good 
a guff as we would a fig, or any other fort of fruit. Difcourfing the next day with 
my fellow travellers, who were about twenty, I told him how much I was pleafed to 
fee that elephant eat the boughs To-cleverly. Then the nayre, by order of the ele¬ 
phant’s mailer, called him by his name, which was Gnin, he being at fome diftance, 
but prefently lifted up his head to give ear to what was faid to him j « Recollect,” faid 
the nayre, “ that father, the paffenger that looked upon you yefterday when you- was 
eating; take fuch a bough as one of them was, and come before him as you did 
yefterday.” No fooner had the nayre fpoke the words, but the elephant came before 
me with a bough in his trunk, fingling me out among all the company, {hewed it me, 
barked, and eat it, then inclining himfelf very low, he went away, as it were laughing, 
making figns of joy and fatisfadion ; leaving me full of aftonilhinent, to fee that a 
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beaft fliould be fo apt to underftand, and do what it was commanded. Yet the 
elephant is obedient to none but the nayre, or his matter ; and he will only endure to 
fee them get upon him ; for if he fhould fee any other perfon mount, 'there were 
danger that he would throw down the coach with his trunk, and kill him ; and there¬ 
fore when any body is to get up, the nayre generally covers his eyes with his ears, 
which are very large and ill fliaped. 

^ It at any time the elephant does not obey fo readily as he fhould, the nayre beats 
him cruelly on the middle of his forehead, Handing himfelf all the while upright on 
his head. One time when I was upon him, with feveral others, the nayre beat him 
in this manner, and every ftroke he gave him, it appeared as if we fliould have been 
all ^thrown down headlong. Generally they give him fix or feven ftrokes on the 
middle of the forehead, but with fu.-h force, that the elephant quakes, and yet 
bears ail patiently. There is only one time when he obeys neither the nayre, nor anv 
other perfon, which is, when on a fudden he is inflamed with. lull - r for then, being 
tjuite befide himielf, he bears wit! nobody, but lays hold of the coach with all that are 
m it, killing, deftroying, and beating evj-ry thing to pieces. But the nayre by certain figns 
dilcovers it a little before it comes on and getting down fpeedily with all the pafiiengers, 
unloads him, taking down the coach, and leaves him alone in fome bye place till that 
fur)' be over; after which, being fenfifeleof his error, and as it werealhamed of himfelf, 
he goes with his head low to receive the blows that are to be given him, thinking 
he has deferved them. b 


Formerly the elephants were of great ufe in war, and thofe armies were formidable 
that carried great troops of them into the field; but frnce the Portuguefe found out 
the way of ufing artificial fireworks to them, they are rather hurtful than otherwife * 
for not being able to endure thofe fparks of fire which get into their eyes, they betake 
t herald ves to flight, breaking their own armies, killing and confounding all that (land 
m then- way. 

The tame elephant fights with only two creatures, which are the wild, elephant, and 
the abada, or rhinoceros; the latter it overcomes, by the firft is generally conquered, 
lhe rhinoceros is a beaft of fhape between a horfe and an ox, but as big as one of 
the lmallefl elephants, covered all over with feales, as it were fo many plates of ar- 
mour. He has but one horn in the middle of the forehead, which is ftraight and py¬ 
ramidal, and his feet and hoofs are like thofe of an ox. When I was at Nuocmon 
a city in the pro-mce of Pulucambi, the governor went out to hunt a rhinoceros, that 
wasm a wood near our dwelling place. He had with him above a hundred men 
forae on foot, and fome on horfeback, and eight or ten elephants. The rhinoceros 
came out of the wood, and feeing fo many enemies, was fo far from giving any. tokens 
of fear, that it funoufly encountered them all; who opened and making a lane let 
the rhinoceros run through : it came to the rear, where the governor was a-topof his 
elephant, waiting to kill it; the elephant endeavours to lay hold. with, his trunk, but 
could not by reafon of the rhinoceros's fwiftnefs and leaping, and ftriving to wound 
the elephant with its horn. I he governor knowing it could receive no hurt, on ac¬ 
count of its feales, unlefs when ftruck on the fide, waited till leaping it laid open the 
vulnerable part, and calling a dart, dexteroufly ftruck it through from fide to fide 
with great applaufe and fatisfaftion of all the multitude of fpeftators: who without’ 
any more to do, laid it upon a great pile of wood, and fetting fire to it, leaped and 
danced about whilft the feales were burning and flelh roafting, cutting pieces as it 
roafted, and eatmg them. Of the entrails, that is, the heart/liver, and brain,, they 
made a more dainty difli, and gave it to the governor, who was upon a riling ground 
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diverting himfelf with their merriment. I being prefent, obtained the hoofs from the 
governor ; which are looked upon to have the fame quality and virtue, as the claws 
of the great beafl (or hoof of" the elk), and fo the horn is good againft poifon, as 
that of the unicorn. 

CHAP, V. — Of the Qualities , Cujloms, and Manners of the Cochin-Chinefc ; of their 

Way of living, their Habit and Cures. 

THE Cochin-Chinefe are in colour like the Chinefe ; that is, inclining to an olive- 
colour : I mean thofe that are neareft the fea ; for thofe up the inland, as far as Ton- 
quin, are as white as Europeans. The fhape of their faces is exactly like the Chinefe, 
with flat nofes, final! eyes, but of an indifferent flature, not fo fliort as the Japanefe, 
nor fo tall as the Chinefe. Yet they are ftronger and more attive than either of them, 
and braver than the Chinefe, but are outdone by the Japanefe in one thing, which 
is the contempt of life in danger and battle ; the Japanefe feeming to make no account 
of life, nor to apprehend the leafl fear of death. 

The Cochin-Ohiuefe are naturally rhe moil courteous and affable of all the eaflern 
nations; and though on the one fide they value rhemfeives much upon their valour, 
yet on the other they look upon it as a great fhame to fulfer themfelves to be trans¬ 
ported with paffi on. And wh seas all the other eaflern nations, looking upon the 
Europeans as a profane people, do naturally abhor them, and therefore fly from us 
when we firft come among them : in ' Cochin-China it happens quite contrary ; for 
they drive who fhall be neared us, afk a thoufa id queftions, invite us to eat with 
them, and in fliort ufe all manner of courtefy with much familiarity and refpeft. So 
it happened to me and my companions when we firft came there, being as it were 
among friends of an old flanding. This is a very good difpofidon to facilitate the 
preaching of the gofpel. 

This loving-and eafy difpofition is the caufe of much concord among them, they 
all treating one another as familiarly as if they were brothers or of the fame family, 
though they have never known or feen one another before ; and it would be looked 
upon as a mod vile a£iion, if one man earing any thing, though ever fo little, fliould 
not fhare with all about him, giving eveiy one a bit. They are alfo naturally kind 
and free hearted to the poor, to whom it is cuftomary among them never to deny 
alius, when afkctl; and it would be reputed a great fault to deny it, as if it. were due 
to them. 'I hus it happened, that fome fir angers efcaping from a fhipwreck in a port 
iri Cochin-China, and riot knowing the language to make known their want, but learn¬ 
ing only this word, doii, which fignifies, 1 am hungry: when the natives faw ftrangers 
at theif doors, crying out doii, -as if thagreateft misfortune in the world had befallen 
them, every one ftrove to be before another in giving them fomething to eat; fo 
that iri- a fhorit time they gathered fo much provifioh, that a lb ip being afterwards 

■ given them by the King to return to- their country, they took fuch an affettion to that 
country, where they found all things for their fuftenance-at fuch an eafy rate, that 
ridt a n an of them would-go away. So that the captain of the fhip was forced to 
drive them aboard with many blows and cuts, which he effectually did, loading the 
fhip-with rice they had gathered only by going about, crying, I am hungry. 

But as ready a& the Cochin-Chinefe are to give, fo are they as apt, if not more, to 
afk for any thing -they fee, fo foon as ever they cafl their eye on a thing that is new 
' to them, and curidusj they fay-, “ fchin moeaii;” that is, give me one of tbefe things; 

■ Slid it is fuch a rudeneis to lefufo them, though the thing be rare and precious, that 
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whofoever fhould do it, would be ever after looked upon as a vile perfon ; fo that a 
man muft either hide, or be ready to give what he fhews. A Portuguefe merchant 
diflibing this uncommon cuftom, as not ufed to it, refolved, . fincc every one afked 
of him whatfoever he faw, to do the fame with them,; accordingly he came to a poor 
fifherman’s boat, and laying hold of a pannier full of fifh, in the country language 
hid to him, “ fchin mocaiithe honeft man made no anfwer, but gave him all the 
pannier as it was, for him to carry home, as he did, admiring the liberality of the 
Cochin-Chinefe ; but taking compaflion on the poor fiflierman he afterwards paid him 
the full value of it. 

The manner of breeding and civility of the Cochin-Chinefe is more or lefs the 
fame with that of the Chinefe, always punctually obferving all niceties; we know thefe 
latter obferve between fuperiors and inferiors, equals, and the relpeft due to old per- 
fons, ever preferring the eldeft, of what degree foever, and giving them preference 
before the younger. Wherefore feme of thole gentlemen coming often a vifiting to 
our houfe, though the interpreter told them that a father we had there, fomewhat 
older than the reft, was not our fuperior, yet they could never be brought to pay 
their relpect: to the young fuperior, before the old man. In every houfe, though ever 
fo poor, the Cochin-Chinefe have three forts of feats; the firft and meaneft, is a mat 
upon the bare floor, on which perfons of equal quality fit, as thofe that are of the 
fame family. The next is a low ftool, covered with a very fine mat; which is for 
perfons of better account. The third, is a couch about three quarters of a yard high, 
on which only the lords and governors of places fit, or perfons dedicated to the divine 
fervice, and on this they always make our fathers fit. 

This good nature and civility of the Cochin-Chinefe makes them fo courteous to 
ftrangers, whom they allow to live according to their own laws, and to wear what 
clothes they pleafe ; and fo they praife their cuftoms and admire their doftrine frankly, 
preferring them before their own, quite contrary to the Chinefe, who defpife all but 
their own cuftoms and doftrine. 

As for their habit, we have before obferved that it is the general cuftom in Cochin- 
China to wear filk, it only remains to fpeak of the fafbion of their cloaths. To begin 
with the women: I think it the moft modeft garb of all India; for even in the hotteft 
weather, they fuffer no part of the body to be uncovered: they wear five or fix petti¬ 
coats, one over another, all of feveral colours; the firft reaches to the ground, which 
they trail along with fuch gravity and ftate that the tips of their toes are not feen ; the 
fecond is half a fpan fliorter than the firft, the third fliorter than that, and fo one 
over another, fo that all the feveral colours appear; and this is the women’s habit 
from the waift downwards; for on their bodies they wear doublets checkered of feveral 
colours ; over all they have a veil, but fo thin, that though it covers them, yet it is 
tranfparent, and fhews all their gaiety with modefty, and makes a beauteous inajeftic 
appearance. Their hair is loofe, fpreading over their flioufilers, fo long that it reaches 
to the ground, and the longer the greater beauty it is reckoned. On their head they 
wear fuch a broad cap, that it covers all the face, fo that they cannot fee above four 
or five paces before them ; and thefe caps are interwoven with filk and gold, accord¬ 
ing to the quality of the perfon. The women when met, are not obliged to any other 
return of civility, but to lift up the brims of their caps, fo much as their face may be 
feen. The men, inftead of breeches, fwathe themfelves with a whole piece of fluff, 
putting on over them five or fix long and large gowns all of fine filk, and of feveral 
colours, with wide fleeves, like thofe of the monks of the order of St. Benedict; and 
thefe gowns, from the waift downwards, are all flaihed curioufly, fo that as a man 
vox,, ix, 5 b moves 
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moves he makes a lliew of all thefe feveral colours together, and If any wind blows 
to lift them up, they look like peacocks with their fine feathers fpread abroad. 

They let their hair grow as the women do, down to their heels, and wear the fame 
fort of hats or broad caps. Thofe who have any beard, and they are but few, never cut 
it; being in this like the Chinefe, as they are in fuffering the nails of their hands to 
grow, which the people of note never pare; this being a mark of diftinftion between 
them and the commonalty, who always keep them fliort for the conveniency of their 
trades; whereas the gentry have them fo long, that they cannot grafp any thing final I 
in their hands. Nor can they approve of our fafhion of cutting our hair and nails; 
being of opinion, that they were given by nature as an ornament to man : fo that fome 
difeourfe arifing once concerning hair, they flatted an objection, which was not fo eafy 
at firft to anfwer, faying : “ If the Saviour of the world, whom in your aftions you pro- 
fefs yourfelves to imitate, wore his hair long, after the manner of the Nazarites, as 
you yourfelves do affirm, and fliew by your pictures, why do not you do fo too ?’* 
adding, “ that our Saviour’s wearing long hair demonftrated it to be the better fafhion.” 
But at la ft they were fatisfied with the anfwer we made, that this imitation did not confift 
in the outward drefs. 

The fcholars and doftors are fomewhat more gravely clad, without fo many colours 
and flaflies, and therefore cover all their gowns with one of black damafk. They alfo 
wear a thing like a ftole about their necks, and a blue filk maniple on their arms, 
covering their heads with caps made after the manner of mitres. 

Both men and women carry fans in their hands, rather for ornament than ufe, and 
they are not unlike thofe the women in Europe ufe. For mourning, as we Europeans 
ufe black, they wear white. They never uncover their heads in I'aluting, that being 
looked upon as an uncivil aftion : in this they agree with the Chinefe, among whom 
that cuftom is reputed fo unmannerly, that to comply with them in this particular, 
the fathers of the fociety were forced to obtain leave of Pope Paul the Fifth to cele¬ 
brate the holy facrifice of the mafs covered. In fliort, the Cochin-Chinefe wear 
neither fhoes nor ftockings, only faving their feet with leather foies fattened acrofs the 
roes with filk, like fandals, nor do they think it indecent to go quite barefoot; and 
though going fhod or unfhod they are apt to dirty their feet, they value it not, their 
being in every noufe at the door of the chief room, a large pan of clean water, in 
which they wafh their feet, leaving there thofe foies or fandals, and taking them again 
when they go away, becaufe they cannot dirty their feet, all the floors being covered 
with mats. 

The Cochin-Chinefe not being fo fond of their own cuftoms as to defpife thofe of 
ftrangers, as the Chinefe do, our fathers in thofe parts have no oecafion to change 
their habit, wherein they differ but little from the generality of all India. They wear 
a thin cotton caflock, which they call chingon, and is generally blue, without any 
cloak, or other upper garment. They have no fhoes, neither after the European 
nor country fafhion j the firft they cannot get, becaufe there is nobody knows how to 
make them ; and the latter they cannot endure, becaufe of the pain it is to any one 
that is not ufea to it, to have his toes fpread at a diftance from one another, by the 
buttons that fatten them on, and therefore they choofe, as the lefs evil, to go quite 
barefoot, though it expoles them to continual pains in the bowels, efpecially at firft, 
by reafon of the dampnefs of the country, and their not being ufed to it. True it is, 
that in time nature complies, and the fkin grows fo hard, that it is no pain to walk 
upon ftones or briars. When I returned to Macao, I could not endure Jhoes, feeling 
them a weight and incumbrance to my feet. 
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The chief fuftenance of the Cochin-Chinefe is rice; and it is wonderful, that 
though the country abounds in flefh, fowl, fifh, and fruit, of fo many feveral forts, yet 
when they eat, they firft fill their belly with rice, and then tafte of other things, as it 
•were for fafhion’s fake. They make more account of rice than we do of bread, and 
that il may not clog them, they eat it alone without any feafoning of fait, fugar, oil, or 
butter, but boiled in fo much water as will keep it from burning, fo that the grain 
remains whole, only foftened and nioiftened. For this very reafon that the rice is not 
feafoned, it is the eafier of digeftion, and therefore thofe who live upon rice, as they 
do in the Eaft, commonly eat it at leaft four times a-day, and a great quantity of it to 
fupport nature. The Cochin-Chinefe eat fitting crofs-legged on the ground, with a 
round table before them, bread-high, with mouldings, or adorned with filver or gold, 
according to the people’s quality or wealth : it is not very large, becaufe the cuftom 
is for every man to have one to himfelf ; fo that at a feaft, as many guefts as there 
are fo many tables are provided, and the fame is done when they dine privately; 
only, fometimes man and wife, or father and fon, will make a fliift with the fame 
table. They neither ule knives nor forks; of the firft they have no need, as every 
thing is brought up from the kitchen cut into fmall bits ; the place of the laft is fup- 
plied by two little flicks, wherewith they neatly and very readily take up any thing ; 
nor have they any need of napkins, for they never foul their hands nor touch any thing 
with them. 

There are frequent invitations among neighbours, and at thefe entertainments they 
provide other forts of diflies than what we have hitherto fpoken of; for they make no 
account of rice, fuppofing every man has enough of that at home ; and though he 
that treats be never fo poor, he does not come off with credit, unlefs every gueft’s 
table be ferved with at leaft an hundred difhes; and it being the cuftom to invite all 
their friends, kindred and neighbours, there is no feaft where there is lefs than thirty, 
forty, fifty, fometimes a hundred, and even two hundred guefts. I was once myfelf 
at a folemn entertainment, at which no lefs than two thoufand were feafted, and there¬ 
fore thefe banquets muff be made in the country, that there may be room for fo 
many tables. Nor muft any one be furprifed that the tables being fmall, they are 
fumifhed with a hundred difhes at leaft; for upon thefe occafions they very curioufly 
make frames of fugar canes on the table, on which they difpofe of the faid diflies j 
and there muft be in them all the varieties of meat the country produces, as well flefli 
as fifh, and butcher’s meat as fowl, wild and tame creatures, with all forts of fruit 
the feafon affords; for if but one were wanting, it would be a great fault in the en¬ 
tertainer, and they would not count it a feaft. The men of quality that are invited 
eat firft, being waited on by their chief fervants. When the palters have tailed of 
all they like beft, the principal fervants take their places and ear, being waited on by 
the inferior fort; then thefe fucceed in their places, and becaufe all of them are not 
able to confume fuch plenty, and according to cuftom all the dilhes muft be emptied, 
when thele are fatisfied, then the very meaneft fervants of every great man come in, 
and do not only cat their belly full, but put up all the fragments in bags they carry for 
that purpofe, and carry them home, where they merrily divide it among tile boys, and 
other mean fry, and fo the feaft ends. 

Cochin-China produces no grapes, and therefore inftead of wine they drink a liquor 
di (til led from rice, which taftes like brandy, and refembles it in colour and har fluids, 
ipirit and brilknefs, and they have fuch plentyof it, that all people in general drink 
as much as they will, and are as drunk as people are..among us with wine. Graver 
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perfons mix that liquor with fome other water diflilled from calamba, which gives it; 
a delicious finell, and is a delicate compofition. 

Between meals they drink hot water, wherein they boil the root of an herb they 
call chia, from which the liquor is named* It is cordial, and helps to difpel humours 
from the ftomach, and promote digeftion* The Japanefe and Chinefe ufefucb a fort 
of drink, but 111 China, in (lead of the root they boil the'leaves of the herb ; and in 
Japan a powder made of the fame leaves j however, the effeft is the fame, and they 
all qall it chia. 

Amidft this great plenty of meat, and abundance of provisoes, it is incredible how 
much hunger and third we Europeans endure; not fo much for want of food, as be- 
caufe we are not ufed to that diet, nature finding a very great want of bread and wine ; 
and I believe the Cochin-Chinefe would be in the fame condition, fliould they come 
into Europe, where they would be deprived of their ufual fufteiiance of rice, though 
they had plenty of Other delicate provifions. To this purpofe, I will not omit to relate 
what happened to us with a governor of Cochin-China ; he being' a friend of ours, 
was invited by us to eat at our houfe, and the more to Ihew our affe&ion, we endea¬ 
voured to have feveral difhes dreffed for him after the European manner. He fat 
down to table, and when we expected he fliould acknowledge our kindnefs, commend 
the cookery, and thank us for the variety, as we had been at much trouble about it, 
when he had tailed them all, he could not eat of any one, though out of civility lie 
{trove againfi: his ftomach ; and we were obliged to drefs more meat according to the 
country falhion, the belt we could, whereof he afterwards eat very favourily, to his 
own and our fatisfaction. Yet Providence does not negleft a thoufand ways to fupport 
thofe that undergo thefe hardfhips for the preaching of the gofpel, finding means, 
even in this world, to requite what they fuffer for the fake of God, as happens in this 
particular of food, as was before faid of going barefoot; for by degrees nature be* 
comes familiar with it, and fo habituated to the cuftoni of the country, that it feems 
ftrange on returning to its firffc ways. This happened to me, who, when I returned 
from thence, coveted nothing but the rice of Cochin-China, which I thought fatisfied 
me more than any other thing. 

As for phyficlans, and their mode of practice, there are aboundance of doftors, 
not only Portuguefe but natives ; and it often is experimentally known, that the 
country phyficians eafily cure feveral direafes, which the European phyficians know not 
how to treat; fo it foretimes happens, that after our phyficians have given over a 
patient, they call in one of the country, and he cures him. 

The phyficians of the country follow this fort of p raft ice : being come to the pa¬ 
tients bed-fide, they ftay a little to fettle themfelves after the motion of coming; 
then they feel the pulfe for a long while together, very attentively, and with much 
confederation; after which they ufually fay, “you have fuch a diftemper,” and if 
Incurable thhy ftoneftly fay, tc I have no cure for this difeafe,” which is a fign the 
patient will die. If they find the difeafe curable they fay, “ I have a medicine that 
will cure him : and I will do it in fo many days.” Then they agree what they are to 
have if they cure the fick man, bargaining the beft they can, and fom crimes they 
draw up writings to bind the contract* After this the phyfician himfelf prepares the 
medicine, without the help of an apothecary, for which reafon there are none in the 
country ; and this they do that they may not difcover the fecret of the art they prac¬ 
tice, and hecaufe they will not truft another to put together the ingredients ttiey pre¬ 
scribe. If the patient recovers within the time appointed, as generally happens, he 
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pays the price agreed on; if he mifcarries, the phyfician lores his labour and me¬ 
dicines, _ . 

The medicines they give are not like ours, which caufs a loathing and are laxative ; 
but theirs are palatable as their broths, and nourilhing without any other fuftenance, 
which makes them give the patient feveral dofes in a day, as we give broth at fo many 
hours interval; and thefe do not alter the courfe of nature but only affift its ufual 
operations, difperfmg the peccant humours, without wracking the patient. 

I remember an occurrence worth relating in this place : a Portuguefe falling lick, 
fent for the European phyficians, who having ufed their endeavours, gave him over. 
When they were gone, a phyfician of the country was called, who undertook to cuie 
him in fo many days, ftridly enjoining him, whM he was under his hands, £0 have 
nothing to do with women, upon pain of certain death, from which the virtue of his 
medicine could not deliver him. They agreed upon the price, and the phyfician 
undertook to cure him in thirty days. The patient took the medicines prefcribed to 
him, and in a few days found himfelf fo well recovered, that he was not afraid to 
tranfgrefs the phyfician’s injunaion ; who, coming to vifit him, by the alteration of his 
pulfe difcovered the fick man’s iiicontinency, and bid him prepare to die, becaufe there 
was 110 cure for him ; but that he Ihould pay him his money, fince it was none of his 

fault that he muft die. The cafe was tried, the fick man was adjudged to pay, and fo 

he died. . . , ' ., 7 

Eleeding is atfo ufed but not fo much as in Europe ; nor is it done with a Iteel 

lancet, but they have abundance of goofe quills, in which they fix foine bits of fine 
porcelain, made (harp and lhaped like the teeth of a faw, fome bigger, feme lefs, of 
feveral fizes ; when they are to let blood, they apply one of thefe quills to the vein, 
proportionable to the fize of it, and giving it a fillip with the finger, open the vein, 
only fo much of the porcelain entering as is requifite; and what is moll wonderful,, 
when they have drawn the blood, they ufe no fillet or binding to flop it; but wetting 
their thumb with fpittle they prefs the orifice, fo that the flelh returning to the place 
whence it was parted, the blood is llopt, and runs out no more,, which I fuppofe to 
proceed from the manner of opening the vein, as it were iawing it with the indented 
porcelain, and therefore it clofes again the eafier. 

There are alfo furgeons, who have fome wonderful fecrets, whereof I will give 
but two mftances, one praftifed upon myfelf, the other upon one of our brothers, my 
companion. I happened to fall from a very high place, with my breaft againft the 
corner of a ftone, whereupon I prefently began to fpit blood, and had a wound in 
my. breaft outwardly. We applied fome medicines after our European manner, but to no 
purpofe. A furgeon of the country came and took a quantity of a certain herb like 
what we call mercury, and making it into a plafter, laid it on my breaft j then he 
caufed fome of that herb to be boiled for me to drink ; and made me eat the fame herb 
raw; and thus in a few days perfectly cured me. I, to make another experiment, caufed 
the leg of a hen to be broken in feveral places, and making a plafter as he had 
done of the fame herb, bound it upon the broken leg, and in a few days it was 
whole and found. 

A fcorpion bit a brother of ours, my companion, in the neck; and in that kingdom 
the bite of a fcorpion is mortal. All his throat fwelled immediately, and we were about 
giving him extreme unftion. A furgeon was fent for, who immediately fet a pot of 
rice boiling in nothing but fair water, then clapping the pot to the brother’s feet, co¬ 
vered him and it dole with cloths, that the fteain might not efcape, and as foon as 
the fleam and hot vapour of the rice reached the place where the bite was, the brother 
\ felt 
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felt the pain affuaged, the fwelling in his throat fell, and he remained as found as if 
nothing had ailed him. 

Many other inftances might be added, but I fliall only fay that the medicines in thofe 
parts have a greater virtue than when they come to us; and particularly I can affirm, 
that 1 brought with me a final 1 calk of rhubarb, which was extraordinary good there, 
and when I came into Europe, having Ipent two years by the way, I found it fo 
changed, that I fcarcely knew it myfelf; fo that thofe medicines lofe' much of their 
virtue in conveying from diltant countries to our parts. 

CHAP. VI.—“Qf the Civil and Political Government of the Cochin-Chinefe. 

I WILL give a brief acoount of as much as may fuffice for the reader’s information ; 
for it would be too tedious, and beyond the purpofe of this my fiiortr elation, to difcouife 
of every thing in particular. The government of Cochin-China in general, is a 
medium betwixt thofe of China and Japan; for the Japanefe make lefs account of 
learning than military knowledge; and on the contrary, the Chinefe attribute all to 
learning, taking little notice of warlike affairs. r fhe Cochin-Chinefe, following the 
example of neither, equally encourage learning, and fkill in war, according as occasion 
offers; fometimes preferring the foldier, and fometimes the fcholar, and fo rejecting 
them, as appears moft convenient. 

In Cochin-China there are feveral univerfities, in which there are profeffors, fcholars 
and degrees conferred by way of examination, in the fame manner as is practifed in 
China; the fame fciences being taught, and the fame books and authors read ; that is, 
Zinfu or Confucius, as the Portuguefe call them, which are authors of fuch profound 
learning, and in fuch efteem and reputation among them, as Ariftotle is among us, 
being much more antient than he. Thele books of theirs are full of erudition, of 
ftories, of grave fentences, of proverbs, and fuch like things, for the directing a civil 
life, as are Seneca, Cato and Cicero among us : and they fpend many years in learning 
the true fenfe of the phrafes, words, characters and hieroglyphics they are written in ; 
but what they moft value is moral philofophy or ethics, economy and policy. It is 
comical to fee and hear them, when they are ftudying, read and repeat their leffons 
in fuch a tone as if they were finging, which they do to ufe themfelves to it, and give 
every word its proper accents, which are many, every one expreffing a different t hing - 
and therefore one would think, that to converfe with them, a man mud underftand 
the grounds of mufic. 

The language they generally fpeak is different from what they read and teach in 
the fchools, and which their books are written in : as among us the vulgar language 
differs from the Latin ufed in the fchools. In this they differ from the Chinefe, who, 
if they are learned or noble, always ufe the fame language which they call-of manda¬ 
rines, that is, of do&ors, judges and governors; and the characters they ufe in writing 
and printing their books are above eight thoufand, all differing from one another. 
For this realon the fathers of the fociety l'pend eight and even ten years in ftudying 
the Chinefe books, before they can be matters, and go abroad to converfe with them. 
But the Cochin-Chinefe have reduced the characters to three thoufand, which they 
generally make ufe of: and thefe are enough to exprefs themfelves in their harangues, 
letters, petitions, memorials and fuch things which do not belong to printed books ; 
for thofe of necefiity mult be in Chinefe characters. The Japanefe have been more 
ingenious, who, though in all that belongs to books, whether written or printed, they 
agree with the Chinefe, yet for common ufes had found out forty-eight letters, where¬ 
with 
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with they exprefs whatfoever they pleafe, as well as wff do with our alphabet: and 
yet the Chinefe characters are in fuch efteem even among the Japanefe, that thefe 
forty-eight letters, notwithftanding the ufe they are of above the others, are con¬ 
temned in comparifon of them, infomuch that in fcorn they call them womens 

The ingenious invention of printing was found out in China* and Cochin-China, 
long before it was in Europe ; but not in fuch perfection : for they do not compofe 
joining letters and characters* but with a graver, pen-knife or fuch inftrument, cut 
and carve the characters upon a ftone as they will have in their books: on this board 
fo carved they lay their paper, and print it off, as we in Europe do copper plates, or 

the like, , 

Refides thefe books of morals they have others, which contain things they account 
facred; as for mftance the creation and beginning of the world ; of the rational fouls 
of demons; of idols, and of their feveral feCks. Thefe books are called fayc-kim, to 
diflinguiih them from the profane, which they call faye-chin. Of the doftrine of their 
facred books, we {hall treat in the fecond part of this account, where the fubject will 
be more fuitable* 

Though the language of the Cochin-Chinefe be in one refpeCt like that or the 
Chinefe, both of them ufmg all monofyllables, delivered in feveral tones and accents, 
yet they utterly differ in the worditfelf, the Cochin-Chinefe being more full of vowels, 
and confequently fofter and fweeter, more copious in tones and accents, and thei efore 
more harmonious. The language of Cochin-China is, in my opinion, the eafieft of any, 
for thofe that have a mufical ear, to take the tones and accents; for it has no variety 
by way of conjugation of verbs, or declination of nouns, but one and the fame word, 
with the addition of an adverb or pronoun, fignifies the prefent, the preterite and 
future tenfes, the fmgular number, and the plural; and in fine ferves for all moods, 
tenfes, and perfons, and the diverfity of numbers and cafes. For inflance this word. 
To have, which in the Chinefe language is Co, by only adding a pronoun, ferves all 
occafions, laying I have, thou have, he have; the name of the perfon making that 
diverfity, which we exprefs by altering the termination, thus, I have, thou haft, he 
has. In the fame manner they make the feveral tenfes ; faying for the prefent, I now 
have; for the preterite, 1 heretofore have ; and for the future, I hereafter have : and 
fo without ever altering the word Co : by which it appears how eafily this language may 
be learnt; as it happened to me, who in fix months underftood fo much, that I could 
difeourfe, and even hear their confeffions, though not fo perfectly, for it requires at 
lead four years to be a mafler. [This variety of moods and tenfes appears better by 
the Latin or other languages, than in Englifh, where we ufe much the fame method, 
as he reprefenls in Cochin-China ; our variations are the fame, being but few, as for 
inflance in the fame word, I have, you have, we have, they have, I fhall have, jnay 
we have : and fo in this, and many others. ~\ 

But to return to our relation : I was faying that the Cochin-Chinefe reward not only 
the learned with dignities, employments and revenues j but that they make great 
account of good foldiers, in which particular they ad differently from us ; for inftead 
of affigning brave commanders fotne land, earldom or marquifate, as a reward of their 
valour, they allot him fuch a number of people and vaffals, belonging to the King 
hhnfelf, who, whatfoever part of the kingdom they live in, are obliged to own him as 
their lord to whom they have been afligned by the King, being bound upon all occa¬ 
fions to ferve him with their weapons, and to pay him all thofe duties they before paid 
to the King himfelf; and therefore, as we fay, fuch a one is lord, earl, or marquis of 
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fuch a place, they fay, fucli a one is a man of fifty, fuch a one of a thoufand men, to 
fuch a one the King has added three thoufand, to fuch a one two thoufand ; their 
dignity, wealth and grandeur increafing by the addition of many vafTals. We fliall 
fpeak of the wars of this kingdom in the next chapter. 

It remains that we fay fomething deferring notice of the civil government. In the 
■firft place they govern rather after a military manner, than by judges, counfellors and 
lawers, and their formalities ; the viceroys and governors of provinces performing that 
funftion ; for every day they give public audience four hours daily, in a large court 
within their own palace, two hours in the morning, and two after dinner. Hhhcrall 
fuits and complaints are brought, and the viceroy or governor, fitting on a tribunal raifed 
like a balcony, hears every man in his turn ; and thefe governors being generally men 
of found judgement, capacity and experience, they eafily difcover the truth of the 
matter by the queftions they put, and much more by the common confent of the 
ftander-by, which is gathered by the applaufe they give the plaintiff or defendant, and 
accordingly they immediately, without delay, give judgement with a loud voice, 
which is immediately executed without any demur or appeal, whether the fentence 
be death, banifhment, whipping or fine, every crime being punifhed as the law 
appoints. 

The crimes generally tried and feverely punifhed are many, but they are particularly 
rigid againfl falfe witneffes, thieves and adulterers. The firft of thefe being convicted 
of having given falfe evidence, are themfelves indifpenfably condemned, as jf they had 
•committed the crime they accufe others of; and if the crime they alledged del'erved 
death, they are fentenced to die : and experience teaches that this way of trial is very 
proper to find out the truth. 

Thieves, if the theft be confiderable, are beheaded ; if final!, as for inftance a hen, 
for the firft offence, they have a finger cut off, for the fecond another finger, for the 
third an ear, and for the fourth the head. 

Adulterers, both men and women, indifferently, are caft to the elephants to be killed, 
which fe done thus: they lead the criminal out into the field, where, in the prefence 
of an infinite number of people flocking together, he is fet in the middle, with his 
hands and feet bound, near an elephant, to whom the condemned perfon’s fentence is 
read, that he may execute every part of it orderly ; firft, that he lay hold of, grafp 
and hold him fall with his trunk, and fo hold him in the air, (hewing him to all the 
company *, then he tofs him up, and catch him upon the points of his teeth, that his 
own weight may ftrike them through him ; that then he may dafh him againft the 
ground j and laftly that he bruife and cruili him to pieces with his feet: all which is 
exactly performed by the elephant, to the great terror and amazement ©f the fpefta- 
tors, who are taught by this punilhment, at another man’s coft, what fidelity is due 
between married perfons. 

Since we are upon this point of matrimony, h will not be irrelative to mention fome 
further particulars concerning it before we conclude this chapter. The Cochin-Chinefe, 
though heathens, never contract matrimony within thole degrees forbid by the laws 
of God and nature, nor within the firft degree of the collateral line of brothers, and 
fillers. In other degrees, matrimony is lawful to every man with only one woman j 
though rich men have many concubines, under pretence of grandeur and generality, 
looking upon it as coveteoufnefs not to have as many as every man’s income will 
conveniently maintain : and thefe are called fecond, third, fourth and fifth wives, and 
fo on, according to every one’s rank, all which wait upon the firft, which is accounted 
md really is the true wife, whofe bufmefs it is to chide the others for her hufband. 

*4 But 
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But thefc marriages of theirs are not mdiflfoliible, the laws of Cochin-China allowing 
of divorces, but not at the will of either party, it being lirft requifite that the perfon 
firing for it convict the other of many offences; which being made out, it is lawful 
to diffolve the firft marriage, and marry again. The hulbands bring the portion, and 
leave their own houfes to go to the wife’s, upon whofe fortunes they live, the women 
managing all the houfehold affairs, and governing the family, whilft the hufband 
lives idle at home, hardly knowing what there is in the houfe, fatisfied that they have 
meat and clothes. 

CHAT. VII. — Of the Power of the King <f Cochin-China , and of the Wars he has in 

his Kingdom. 

I TOOK, notice at the beginning of this account, that Cochin-China was a pro¬ 
vince of the great kingdom of Tunchim, ufurped by the grandfather of the King now 
reigning; who being made governor of it, rebelled againft the laid King of Tun¬ 
chim, to which he was not a little encouraged by having in a fliort time collected a 
great many pieces of cannon, from the wrecks of feveral Poriuguefe and Dutch 
fliips, call away upon thofe rocks, which beink taken up by the country people, there 
are above fixty of the Iargeft at this time to be feen in the King’s palace. The Cochin- 
Chinefe are now become fo expert in-managing artillery, that they perform it better 
than the Europeans, pradifmg continually to fhoot at a mark with fuch fuccefs, that 
being proud oT their Ikill, as loon as any European fhip arrives in their ports, the 
King’s gunners challenge ours, who being fenfible that they cannot (land in competi¬ 
tion with them, as well as they can avoid this trial of Ikill, being convinced by expe¬ 
rience, that they will hit any thing as exactly with a cannon, as another fhall do with 
a firelock ; which they are alfo very expert at, often going out into the field to exer- 
cife. Another great encouragement to rebellion was, his having above a hundred 
gallies, which rendering him formidable at Tea, and the artillery by land, he eafily 
compaffed his defigns againft the King of Tunchim. Befides, on account of the 
conllant trade with Japan, there were in Cochin-China abundance of catanas, which 
are fcimitars made in Japan, and excellently tempered : and all the country abounding 
in horfes, which, though final), are handfome and metilefome, on which they fight, 
cafting darts, and daily exercife themfelves. 

The power of this King is fo great that whenever he pleafes he can bring eighty 
rhoufaml fighting men into the field, and yet is always in fear of the King of Tunchim, 
whofe power is four times as great; to whom, for quietnefs-fake, he, by agreement, 
pays a tribute of all fuch things as his kingdom affords, and are ufeful for that of 
Tunchim, particularly of gold, fitver, and rice; furnilhing, befides all this, plank and 
timber for building of gallies. And for the fame reafon he was about entering into a 
league with the fugitive fon of the late King, who lorded it in the utmoft province of 
Tunchim, which borders upon China, that in cafe he fucceeded, and became mailer 
of Tunchim, Cochin-China might remain free from all tribute and acknowledge¬ 
ment. 

For the better under (landing hereof, it is to be obferved, that when I was in Cochin- 
China, that kingdom was in the pofleflion, not of the preceding King, but the tutor 
or governor of that fon, who made his efcape from the faid governor to fave his life. 
This Prince lived like a fugitive in the fartheft province adjoining to China, where 
being known what he was, the late King’s fon, he was received by that people as 
their fovereigix lord, and bv his good government he had fo flrengthened himfelf, that 
voL. ix. 51 his 
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his tutor already declared King of Tunchim, was much afraid, feeing him grow fo 
great, Jell he Ihould agree with the King of Cochin-China, who is oil the oppofite 
fide to catch him between them, and expel him from his unjuft poffeffion. He there¬ 
fore every year formed a confiderable army to deftroy the aforclhid Prince, but always 
to no purpofe, becaufe the army being of neceffity to march five or fix days, through 
a country where there is no water to drink but that of fome rivers coming from the 
enemy’s country, the army always found it poifoned by the Prince’s party, with a fort 
of herb, the effeft of which was fuch, that it deftroyed both men and horfes, which 
obliged him always to retire after much trouble and expence thrown away. 

The military discipline and art of war, in Cochin-China, is almoft the fame as in 
Europe, the fame form being obferved in drawing up, fighting, and retiring. 1 his 
King has generally war in three parts of his kingdom : firft, he is always upon his 
defence again ft the King of Tunchim, who, as has been faid, continually threatens 
and affaults his frontiers, and therefore the King of Cochin-China has his refidence in 
Sinuua, the extreme part of his dominions, the better to oppofe him and march his 
forces towards the confines of Tunchim, which is a powerful province, and generally 
under experienced and martial governors. 

The next is a fort of civil war, raifed by two of his own brothers, who aiming to 
be equal in command and power, not fatisfied with what has been allotted them, have 
rebelled againft him, and craving fuccours from Tunchim, gave him perpetual 
trouble. "Whilft I lived in thofe parts, they having got fome pieces of cannon, which 
they carried upon elephants, fortified themfelves fo well upon the frontiers, that the 
King’s army marching againft them, was in the firft engagement routed, with the lols 
of three thoufand men ; but coming to a fecond battle, the King’s brothers loft all 
they had gained before, being both made prifoners; and they had both immediately 
loft their lives, had not His Majefty’s natural clemency and brotherly affection pre¬ 
vailed, and taken place of his anger, fo far as to fpare their lives, yet fo as to keep 
them prifoners. 

The third place where he has continual war, is on the weft fide and utmoft bound 
of his kingdom, called Renran, againft the Eng of Chiampa; whofe efforts being 
weaker, are fufficiently repulfed by the troops of that fame province, and the go¬ 
vernor. 

He is alfo in continual motion, and making warlike preparations to affift the King 
of Cambogia, who has married his baftard daughter, fending him fuccours of gallics 
and men, againft the King of Siam ; and therefore the arms of Cochin-China and their 
valour, are famous and renowned, as well by fea as by land. 

At fea they fight in gallies, as has been faid, each of which carries cannon, and is 
manned with mufketeers. Nor will it feem ftrange that the King of Cochin-China has 
an hundred or more gallies in readinefs, when the method of furiiifliing them is known. 
It is therefore to be obferved that the Cochin-Chinefe do not have a crew of criminals 
or other Haves to row in their gallies; but when they are to go out to fight, or for any 
other purpofe, the way to mann them immediately is this: a great number of officers 
and commifiaries go out privately, and fcouring on a fudden all together throughout 
the whole kingdom, with the King’s authority, prefe all they find fit for the oar, 
conducing them altogether to the gallies, unlefs they be exempted by birth, or any 
other privilege. Nor is this method fo troublefome as it appears at firft fight; for in 
the firft place they are well ufed and paid aboard the gallies ; and befides their wives 
and children are fed and provided with all things neceffary according to their condition, 
all the while they are from their houfes. They do not only ferve at the oar, but 
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upon occafion lay hold of their weapons, and behave themfelves bravely, for which 
purpofe every one has his mufket, darts and fcimitar allotted him; and the Cochin- 
Chinefe being of an undaunted-fpirit and brave, they give good tokens of their valour, 
either row ing' to join their enemies, or with their arms when joined. Their gailtes 
are fomewbat lefs, but particularly narrower than ours, and fo neat and well adorned 
with gold and filver, that they afford a glorious fight. Chiefly the ftern, which they 
account the mod honourable poft, is all over gold, and there the captain and perfons 
of chief note have their ftation ; and the reafon they give for it is, that it being the 
captain’s duty to be the firft: upon any danger, it is fit he fliould be in the molt proper 
part of the galley for that purpofe. 

Among other forts of defenfive arms they ufe in war, they have certain oval, hollow 
targets, fo long that they cover a man entirety, and fo light, that they can manage 
them without any trouble. The cities of this kingdom have a great advantage in the 
manner of their houfes, which being all of wood upon pillars of timber, as before 
mentioned, when the enemy comes fo ftrong, that they perceive they cannot oppofe 
him, every man flies to the mountain with what he has, firing the houfes, fo that the 
enemy finds nothing but the ruins left by the flames, and having no place to fortify 
him fell, nor any thing to fubfift on, is forced to retire back to his own country, and 
the inhabitants returning to the fame place in a fhort time with great eafe rebuild their 
houfes. 

CHAP. VIII, — Of the Trade and Ports of Cochin-China. 

THE great plenty Cochin-China affords of all things neceflary for the fuppart of 
human life, as has been faid before, is the caufe that the people have no curiofiry or 
inclination to go into other kingdoms to trade j and therefore they never go fo far to 
fea, as to lofe fight of their beloved fliore; yet they are Very ready to admit of 
ftrangers, and are very well pleafed they fliould come not only from the neighbouring 
countries, but from the remote/t parts to trade with them. Nor do they require to 
ufe any art for this purpofe ; ft rangers being fufikiently allured by the fruitful nefs of 
the country, and the great wealth which abounds there , and therefore they refort 
thither not only from iunchim, Cambogia, Chincheos, and other neighbouring places, 
but from the remote!!, as China, Macao, Japan, Manilla, and Malacca, all of them 
carrying filver to Cochin-China, to carry away the commodities of the country, 
which are not bought, but exchanged for plate, which is here put off as a commodity 
being fometimes. worth more, and fometimes lefs, according as there is more or lefe 
plenty of it, as is ufual with ft lk and other goods. 

All the coin they ufe is of brafs, and of the fame value, like a quatrine, five hun¬ 
dred of which make a crown. Thefe pieces are quite round, with the King’s arms 
and enfign flamped on them, and every one of them has a hole in the middle, 
which ferves to firing them by thoufands, and every thoufand is worth two crowns. 

The Chinefe and Japanefe drive the chief trade of Cochin-China, which is managed 
at a fair held yearly at one of the ports of this kingdom, and lafting about four 
months. _ The Chinefe, in their velfels they call junks, bring the value of four or five 
millions in plate ; and the Japanefe in their fhips called fonimes, an infinite quantity 
of very fine filk, and other commodities of their country. The King has a vaft re¬ 
venue from this fair by cuftoms and imports, and the whole country receives great 
profit. I he Cochin-Chinefe applying themfelves very little to arts, becaufe plenty 
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makes them lazy, and being foon taken with the ctmofities of other countries, it 
comes lo pals that they put a great value upon, and buy at great rates many things, 
which to uthers are of very fnaall worth ; as for in fiance combs, needles, bracelets, 
and pendants of glafs, and fuch like women’s ornaments. I remember a Portuguefe, 
who bringing into Cochin-China from Macao a box full of needles, which could not be 
worth above thirty ducats, made above a thoufand of it, felling for fix-pence in Cochin- 
China, what lead not coft him above a farthing at Macao. In fliort, they out-bid one 
another, in buying any thing that is very new and ftrange without fparing for price. 
They are very fond of our hate, of caps, girdles, fhirts, and ali other forts of gar¬ 
ments we wear, becaufe they are quite different from theirs ; but above all they fet a 
great value upon coral. 

As to their ports, it is wonderful that in a coaft little more than a hundred leagues 
in length, there fhoukl be above fixty mo ft convenient landing places ; which is lb, 
becaufe there are many large arms of the fea. Put the principal port to w hich all 
iftrangers refort, and where the above-mentioned fair is kept, is that of the province 
Cacchian; which has two mouths, or inlets from the lea, the one called Pulluchiam- 
pello and the other of Turon, being at firft three or four leagues diftant from one 
another, but running in feven or eight leagues like two great rivers, at laft join in one, 
where the vefiels that come in both ways meet. Here the King of Cochin-China 
afligned the Chinefe and Japanefe a convenient fpot of ground to build a city for the 
benefit of the fair. This city is called Faifo, and is fo large, that we may fay there 
are two, one of Chinefe, the other of Japanefe; for they are divided from one another, 
each having their diftinft governor, and the Chinefe living according to the laws of 
China, as the Japanefe do according to thole of Japan. 

And becaufe, as we faid before, the King of Cochin-China gave free admittance to 
all nations whatfoever, the Dutch refoned thither with all forts of commodities. 
Hereupon the Portuguefe of Macao refolved to fend an embaffador to the King, to 
demand in their name, that the Dutch, as mortal enemies to their nation, Ihould be 
excluded all Cochin-China. One Captain Ferdinand de Cofta, a man well known for 
his valour, was appointed to go upon this embaffy $ which he delivered, and was fa¬ 
vourably heard, with affurances of obtaining his demands. Neverthelefs, whilft he 
was yet at that court, there arrived a Dutch (hip, and coming to an anchor in the 
port, fome of them landed with much mirth and jollity, and prefently went with rich 
prefents to the King -, who accepted of them very gracioufiy, and granted them the 
ufuai liberty of trading freely in his kingdom. Acofta hearing of it, went prefently 
to the King, and complaining that his majefty did not keep his word with him, in a 
Portuguefe bravado gave a ftainp on the ground to Ihew his refentment. The King 
and all the courtiers were pleafed at his paffion, and bidding him have patience ancl 
wait the event, for he Ihould find he had no eaufe to complain, difmiffed him. In the - 
mean while he ordered all the Dutch to go alhore, and land all their goods for the 
fair at Turon, as the Portuguefe did, which they performed: but as they were going 
upon the river in boats, they were on a hidden affaulted by the gallies, which deftroyed 
moft of them. The King remained mafter of their goods ; and to juftify this a ft ion, 
alledged, that he very well knew the Dutch, as notorious pirates, who infefted all 
the feas, were worthy of feverer punifhment j and therefore, by proclamation, forbid 
any of them ever referring to his country; and it was aftually found, that thofe very 
men had robbed fome vefiels of Cochin-China, and therefore he took this juft re¬ 
venge, admitting the Portuguefe as good and fmcere friends. They not long after 
fent another ambaffador from Macao, to obtain of the King a confirmation of the 
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aforefaid edi£t > at the inflance of Acofta, alledging as a motive the danger that the 
Dutch in time might cunningly poffefs thcmfelves of fome part of Cochin-China, as 
they had done in other r parts of India, But the new embaflador was advifed by 
knowing men of that country, not to mention any fuch thing to the King, becaufe 
that very thing would be a motive to him to grant the Dutch a free trade, and invite 
all Holland to come over* He pretended to be afraid of no nation in the world ; 
quite contrary to the King of China, who being afraid of every body, forbids all 
ftrangers trading in his kingdom j and therefore the embaflador mull urge other mo¬ 
tives to obtain his defire. 

The King of Cochin-China has always fhewn himfelf a great friend to the Portu- 
guefe who trade in that kingdom, and has feveral times offered them three or four 
leagues of the molt fruitful country about the port of Turon, that they may build a 
city there with all lbrts of conveniences, as the Chinefe and Japanefe have done. 
Were it allowed me to give His Catholic Majefty my opinion on this point, I ftiould 
fay he ought by all means to command the Portuguefe to accept of the kind offer 
made them, and to build a good city there as foon as poffible ; which would be a re¬ 
fuge, and brave defence, for all the fhips that pafs by towards China : for here a fleet 
might be kept in readinefs againft the Dutch, that fail £0 China and Japan, who of 
neceffity muff pafs through the middle of the bay, that lies between the coafl of this 
kingdom, in the provinces of Ranran, and Pulucambi, and the rocks of Pulufifi. 

The above is what I thought I could with truth give an account of, concerning 
the temporal ftate of Cochin-China, according to the knowledge I could gain during 
fome years I refided there; as will farther appear in the fecond part of this relation* 
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OF THE SPIEUTUAI. STATE OF COCHIN-CHINA. 


CHAP* I*— Of thefirji entering of the Fathers of the Society of Jefus into that Kingdom : 
and of the two Churches built at Turon and Cacchian • 

BEFORE the fathers of the fociety of Jefus went into Cochin-China, it was the 
cuftom of the Portuguefe trading thither, to carry with them from Malacca and 
Macao, and the Spaniards from Manilla, fome chaplains, to fay mafs and adminifter 
the facraments to them, during their flay there, which generally was three or four 
months in a year* Thefe chaplains having no other obligation but only to ferve the 
Portuguefe, never thought of promoting the fpiritual welfare of the natives of that 
country, not applying themfelves to learn their language, nor uflng any other means 
to communicate the light of the gofpel to them* And yet there was one of thefe who 
had the face to publifh in Spain, in a book called &t Tbc Voyages of the World,” that 
he had catechifed and baptized the Infanta or Princefs of Cochin-China, and a great 
many of her ladies: whereas never infanta, nor any other perfon of all that royal 
family, till this time,, has fhewn any inclination to become Chriflian, notwithffandmg 
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\ve fathers co every year to vifit the King, and dilconrfe with all the^ gicat men or the 
court; and yet the Infanta has not given any token of being a Christian, or fo much 
as knowing what a Chriftian is. And it may well be dilcerned how ialiely he talks 
in this point by the other fables he adds in the fame book concerning that Infanta; 
as that fli- 1 fhould have married the faid chaplain, and the like. We know of none 
bat Tome fathers of the order of St. Francis, that went from Manilla, and one of St. 
Auguftine from Macao, to Cochin-China, merely for the converfion of thole iouls. 
But they meeting with no l'uccels, on account of the many feveral difficulties that oc¬ 
curred they returned to their countries: providence fo ordering it, which had de¬ 
fined’that land to be cultivated by the fons of the holy patriarch Ignatius; which was 

done as follows— . . r T r 

Certain Portuguefe merchants acquainted the fupenors of the fociety ot Jelus, at. 
Macao, with the great advantages that might be gained, to advance the glory oi God 
in Cochin-China, if there were undaunted and zealous labourers lent thither; and pai- 
ticularly one captain earned!y preffed the father provincial not to abandon a kingdom 
fo capable of being inftructed in the holy faith. 1 he propofal feemed to the lathet 
very agreeable to the fpirit of our vocation ; and therefore, without demurring upon, 
the execution of it, he made choice for this enterprife of F. Francis Buzome, who had 
been profeffor of divinity at Macao, by birth a Genoefe, but educated m the kingdom 
of Naples, where he was admitted into the fociety, and whence he let out ror India, 
toe-ether with F. James Caravalho, a Portuguefe, who from Cochin-China was to at¬ 
tempt to go over to Japan, as he did. Ihis was he, who being put into a pool of cold 
water in the dead of winter, and expofed to the wind and fnow, gave up lus lite for the 
fake of his redeemer, freezing leifurely to death. F. Caravalho being gone, r. Buzome 
was left alone in Cochin-China, with only a lay-brother to attend him. Being zea- 
loufly inflamed with the defire of faving fouls, he uled all poflible means for their 
coDverfion, and to this purpofc began his million at iuron. But as yei he knew not 
the language, nor could he find any interpreter that knew any more lortuguefe than 
what was requifite for buying and felling, and fouie words or phrafes, which the inter¬ 
preters of the chaplains of fhips, who were there before the fathers of the fociety, made 
ufe of to afk the Cochin Chuiefe whether they w r ouId be ChtilHsns ? After this manner 
they had made feme, but fuch as might rather be accounted fo by name than by pro- 
feffion; for they did not fo much as undertland what the name of a Chriftian meant; and 
this by reafon of the phrafe the interpreters ufed to aik them, whether they would be 
Chriftians: for the words they made ufe of fignified nothing more than that they 
would become Portuguefe; which F. Francis Buzome found out by the following ac¬ 
cident :—A play was afted in the public market-place, at which the father faw one in 
the habit of a Portuguefe, brought in by way of ridicule, with a great belly, fo aitifi- 
cially made that a boy was hid in it: the player, before the audience, turned him out 
of his belly and afked him whether he would go into the belly of jhe Portuguefe ? 
ufing thefe words, ** Con gnoo muon ban ihm Isom bloalaovi thioin ? that is, 4 l.iltle 
boy will you go into the belly of the Portuguefe or not? I he boy anfwered, he 
would; and then he put him in again, often repeating the fame thing to divert the ipec- 
tators. The father obferving, that the phi-afe the player fo often repeated. Muon bau 
flam Isom Hoalaom obtain, was the fame the interpreters ufed, when they afked any^ one 
whether he would be a Chriftian, prefently conceived the iniftake the Cochin-Chinefe 
were under, who thought that to become a Chriftian was only to ceafe being a Cochin- 
Chinefe and become a Portuguefe ; which, to make fport, was expreffed in the play 
by making the boy go into the belly of him that afted the Portuguefe. The father 
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took care that fo pernicious an error fhould fpread* no farther, teaching thofe already 
baptifed their duty, and inftru cling thofe that were newly converted what it was to be 
baptifed, and become a Chriftian, taking particular care that the interpreters fhouid.be 
well informed in this particular, that they might afterwards ferve faithfully in teaching 
of others; changing the above-mentioned phnife into this, tl Muo?i ban dnit Chrifliant 
chiam ?” that is, « Will you enter info the Chriftian law, or no?” His great diligence 
and charity was fo fucccfstul, that within a few days he began to reap the fi uit 01 his 
labours, as well by the reformation of thofe who before were Chiltians only in name, 
as the converfion of many more. Nor was the fame of his charity and zeal for the gain¬ 
ing of fouls confined to Turon, his ufual place of refidence, but fpread abroad into other 
places; lie labouring in all places to inftruft, convert, and difpofe the people to receive 
baptilm, with fuch fervour, and fo great a concourfe about him, that in a fhort lime 
thofe new Chriftians built a very large church at Turon, in which the moft holy fa- 
crifice of the rnafs was publicly celebrated, and the Chriftian doarine preached and 
taught, by means of the interpreters, then well mftruaed ; all perfons being very much 
taken with F. brands Buzome, who, befides his being a man of great knowledge and 
virtue, entirely gained the affeflions of thofe heathens by his great meeknefs and affa¬ 
bility, infomuch that they all flocked after him. This particularly happened at Cac- 
chiam, the city where the King refides, fix orfeven leagues from Turon, up the river. 

Here F. Buzome made lb great- an hnpreffion, that a place was prefently allotted 
him for a church, which was built in a very fhort time, every body contributing to 
the expence and to the work, according to their power: befides, he had a good houfe 
affigned him, fit to make a refidence of fathers, who were to go thither in lime to 
inftru& that people in matters of faith: all which was done with the affiftance of a 
moft noble lady, who was converted, and in baptifm took the name of Joanna. She 
not only undertook the foundation of the houfe and church, but erected feveral altars 
and places of prayer in her own houfe, never ceafing to blefs and praiie God for the 
mercy fliewn her, in enlightening and drawing her to the faith. All this his divine 
majefty brought to pafs in the fpace of a year, through the means of his fervant 
F. Francis Buzome; whofe fame being fpread as far as Macao, the following year our 
father provincial thought fit to fend him another father, that was younger, with a 
Japanefe brother, that, learning the language, he might afterwards preach without re¬ 
quiring an interpreter. This was F. Francis de Pina, a Portuguefe, who had learnt di¬ 
vinity under F. Francis Buzome. And though this fecond year the increafe was not 
equivalent to that of the firft, as to the converfion of fouls, yet the advantage was much 
greater in the fufferingsof a cruel perfecution,raifedby the enemy that fowed the tares, 
who could not endure to fee the divine feed grow up fo profperoufly in thofe parts, 
and endeavoured to choke it, as fliall be fliewn in the next chapter. 

CHAP. II .—Of the Perfecution the new Church of Cochin-China endured at its firjl 
InJiitUtion: and how I was font thither to be ajffiing to it, by my Superiors. 

THE perfecution againft the fathers took its rife from an accident, at firft fight ridi¬ 
culous and of no moment, which afterwards gave them much cauie to lament. 1 hat 
year there happened an univerfal barrennefs throughout the whole kingdom, for want 
of the ufual inundation in autumn, which, as was mentioned in the firft part, is fo 
neceffary for bringing up the rice, the chief fupportof life in that country. Hereupon 
their priefts, whom they call omfaiis, held a great council, to find out the cauie why 
their idols were fo angry with all their kingdom, that feeing the people ftarve to death 
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about the fields, yet they were not the leaft moved to cotnpaffion for fo great a cala¬ 
mity. It was there unanimoufiy agreed, that there was nothing new in the kingdom fo 
oppofite to the worlhip of idols as the admitting of Grangers freely to preach up a law 
there, that utterly contradicted the honour given to thofe idols; and that they being 
jufUy provoked at it, revenged themfelves by denying them their defired rain. 

This being agreed on as a moft undoubted truth, according to their ignorance, they 
prefently went in a tumultuous manner to the King, and urge that the preachers of the 
new law may be banifhed all the kingdom, that being the only means to appeafe the 
wrath of their gods. The wife king laughed at their pro] eft, knowing it to be a foolifh 
notion of thofe priefts, and made little account of it, having a great efteem for the fa¬ 
thers and a kindncfs for the Portuguefe. Yet this favour of the King availed them 
but little to oppofe the fury of the minifters of Satan; for they fo ftirred up the people 
to infill that the preachers of the gofpel might be expelled the kingdom, that the King, 
not able to refill without danger of a mutiny, fent for the fathers, and with much con¬ 
cern told them, he was fenfible of the folly of the people and ignorance of the priefts, 
but that it was not prudence to withlland a multitude fo eagerly bent upon fuch an 
a flair as that was, which was defigned for removing fo general a calamity ; and there¬ 
fore they mud depart this kingdom as foon as poflible. The fathers having heard 
ihefe words, with tears in their eyes, feeing themfelves obliged to fbrfake thofe new 
and tender plants of Chriftianity, yet ever fubmitting to the will of God, went away to 
embark; but being got aboard, they could not get out of the harbour, becaufe at 
that time a fort of contrary winds, which ufually hold three or four months, had 
begun to blow, which by the Portuguefe are called Moncao, or general winds. 
The Cochin-Chinefe obferving it, would not allow them to return into the city, but 
obliged them to remain upon the Ihore, deprived of all human comfort, and expofed 
to the burning heat of the fun, which in thofe parts is very violent. It was a great fa- 
tisfafiion to them in the midft of their fufferings, to fee the conftancy of fome of thofe 
new Chriftians, who never forfook their matters, following, accompanying, and re¬ 
lieving them the bell way they could, becoming voluntary companions in their fuffer¬ 
ings. F. Buzome had here a new' trial of his virtue; for the uneafinefs of this un¬ 
comfortable life in a few days caufed an impofthume to break out in his breaft, from 
which there was a copious difcharge, which very much weakened him. 

The infernal fiend, not fatisfied in having brought the preachers of the gofpel to this 
miferable condition, made yet farther efforts to diicredit their doftrine and catholic reli¬ 
gion, making ufe for this purpofe of one of thofe omfaiis, who living a folitary life was 
therefore in great reputation of fanftity. This man, coming one day from his hermitage, 
publicly boafted that by his prayers he would caufe the idols immediately to fend rain; 
and without more to do, went away, followed by an innumerable multitude, to the top 
of a mountain, where he began to call upon his devils, and ftriking the earth three 
times with his foot, the Iky was prefently clouded and there fell a fhower of rain, 
which though not fufficient to fopply the want, was yet enough to give a reputation 
to that minilter of hell, and to difcredit bur holy faith ; every one faying, they had not 
yet feen the foreign priefts obtain fo much by their prayers of the great God, whofe 
fervants they profeffed themfelves. This accident troubled the fathers more than the 
inifery they lived in: but Providence comforted them by the means of the lady Joanna 
above mentioned. t>he, as it were with a prophetic lpint, bid them not be concerned 
at any thing that had happened ; for in a little time God would make the hypocrify 
of that omfaii and the vanity of his idols known to all men, by deftroying the reputa¬ 
tion he had gained till then: all which was verified to a tittle foon after. For the fame 
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of his fan&ity being fpread abroad on account of the rain, and coming to the King’s 
ear, he prefently fent for him and gave him an apartment in the palace. There he fell 
in love with one of the King’s concubines, and found no difficulty to compafs his de- 
fign; but the matter being known, though in Cochin-China this be accounted a molt 
heinous crime, and it be death to have to do with a woman the King has once touched, 
yet they could not proceed to execution againft him, as being a perfon facred among 
them, except according to the form appointed by their laws: the king therefore pro¬ 
nounced the fentence, that the omfaii'lhould vanifli; but that he fliould neither go ealt, 
weft, north, nor fouth, nor through any part whatsoever of his kingdom. This de¬ 
cree being publilhed, was immediately executed in fuch a manner, that the omfaii va- 
niftied with great ihame, and was never more feen in the kingdom nor out of it. 

But the devil being enraged vented his fury againfl: God’s fervants, iftimng up the 
people to fet fire to the church in Turon, to the great grief of the fathers, who beheld 
all from the fhore without hopes of red refs. 

In the mean while, the news of the fathers’ misfortune was fpread all about the 
neighbouring countries, and even fo far as Macao, which was a great trouble to the 
fathers of that college, who pitying their brethren, refolved to feud them fome relief 
by a Portuguefe veflel that was ready to fail to Cochin-China; and the fathers judged 
the bu fin els might fucceed the better, if two fathers going in it, one had the name of 
chaplain of the Ihip to return in it; and that the Cochin-Chinefe might have no caufe 
to complain, or be incenfed, he that remained was to go difguifed. F. Peter Marques, 
a Portuguefe, was appointed chaplain j and I had the good fortune to be his com¬ 
panion, obedience fo ordering it: for though I had been deftined for China by our 
father-general, I freely and affectionately embraced the opportunity of dedicating myfelf 
to God in the miflion of Cochin-China, and for the comfort of thofe-aftlifted fathers, 
feeing myfelf quite flrnt out of China, by reafon of the perfecution railed there. I fet 
out from Macao in the habit of a Have, and foon arrived in Cochin-China upon mv 
birth-day, which was very near opening the way for me to a bleffed life; but it pleafed 
Providence to order matters otherwife, either becaufe my fins made me unworthy of 
fuch a mercy, or for other caufes only known to God. As the velfel was entering the 
harbour, around which there were abundance of the country people, there happened, 
I know not how, a quarrel between two Portuguefe, and one of them falling down as 
if dead, the other leaped into the fea to efcape the wounded man’s friends and com¬ 
panions, who would have killed him. He fwam awhile, but being tired, drew towards 
the ffiip again to fave himfelf from finking, and endeavouring to catch hold, could nor, 
becaufe they were ready abot*e with half-pikes, javelins, and fwords to wound him. I, 
feeing him in that diftrefs, endeavoured to relieve him j and though I was in a fervile 
habit, ran among them, and calling out to one, and pulling another, took fuch pains 
that I appeafed them. The Cochin-Chinefe who were aboard the ffiip, feeing the Por¬ 
tuguefe pacified at the fight of a flave, began prefently to fufpe& the matter; and 
knowing by experience that the Portuguefe, when in a palfion, are not fo eafily quelled 
unlefs religious men interpofe, faid to one another, “ This man is certainly no flave as 
his drefs feems to fuggeft ; and being no merchant as the reft are, he is certainly one 
of their religious men, who endeavours, contrary to the King’s command, to be con¬ 
cealed in our country, but we will difeover him to the King himfelf, that he may be 
punilhed as he deferves.” They immediately flocked about me, and though I did" not 
underftand their language, yet 1 plainly perceived they had all a jealoufy of me ; and 
notwithHanding all my endeavours not to difeover myfelf, I could not prevent their 
fending advice to court. When I had fatisfied myfelf as to this point, believing I was. 
vol. ix. 5 k certainly 


Sc2 


AN ACCOUNT OF COCHIN-CHINA. 


• calmly a deac * man ’ I refolved to die as what I was : I accordingly put on my habit 
of the fonaty, a furplice over it, and a dole about my neck; and in that habit I began 
publicly to preach the faith of Chrift by means of the interpreter; then ereftin-an 
altar on the fhore, I faid inafs, and gave the communion to the Portuguefe that were 
prelent, Handing ready for whatfoever it ftould pleafe God to appoint: but it pleafed 
him that I Ihould not then Ihed my blood for him. Whilft my caufe was in hand it 
f ° abundantly day and night, without Sver ceafing, that every man applied him- 
ie.i to tilling the ground and lowing rice; and perhaps reflecting that they had ob¬ 
tained at my arrival what they had fo long wifhed for, looking upon it as a good omen 
and concluding it was not the fault of the fathers that they had wanted rain, they 
lepenteu them or all they had done againft us, and never gave us any farther trouble 
but Juffered us to live freely throughout the kingdom. ? 

Matters being thus pacified I Velolved to look out for F* Buzome and Ins companion. 
Juice I went thither fur that purpole; and whilft I was endeavouring to hear feme 
news of him, the report of my arrival being ipread about the city, that lady Joanna 
above-mentioned found me out. By her I understood that F. Francis de Pina, with the 
Japande brother, had been privately conveyed by Japanefe Chriftians to the*city Faifo 
every one certainly concluding that the fathers were then got out of the kingdom! 
Upon tins information F -Peter Marques, who knew the language of Japan very welL 
would have us go to faifo, where we found F. Francis de Pina, who was there hid 
but very well uied by thofe good Japanefe Chriftians, to whom he privately adminif! 
tered tfie facraments. We received incredible joy in meeting : for befides the general 
chanty of religion, we had been companions and great friends in the college of Macao; 
and the kindnefs of the Japanefe was extraordinary, for they treated us during a fort¬ 
night very fplendidly, with great demonftrations of affection and joy. 

Here I alfo underftood how, through God’s fpecial providence, F. Buzome was alfo 
lafe m the kingdom, as if God had particularly defended him for the good of that 
million where, whilft he was upon the ftrand amidft fo many afflictions, and with the 
Unpofthumein his breaft, the governor of Pulucambi came to Turon; who feeing that 
man fo ill ufed that he looked like a walking ghoft, being moved to compaffion, afked 
vho he was, and what misfortune had brought him to that miferable condition. He 
was told all that had happened ; and that the want of rain being kid to his and his 
companion s charge, he had been bamflied by the King’s order. The governor was 
not a little amazed, and laughed to think that this fhoukl be attributed to a poor reli- 
E~ Wh m h C ° Uld : 10 wa y de P“d on him, therefore he ordered him to be taken 

H^rn h l° pen ft ° re - andcarned 1 mto one of his Sallies, in which he conveyed him to 
fns prmince, entertained him in his own houfe, had him looked after bv the moft fldl- 

ZrtTt m , an , d , m , ade his own children attend him during a whole 

c., (i o ong his ficknefs lafted : all men wondering that a heathen Ihould be- 

compaffion b 7 tOWards a ftran S er ut£eri y unknown to him, only out of mere natural 

JlZrrT f OUr , P Hefts , of the fociety in Cochin-China : F. Buzome, atPulu- 
1 f Umd r ed and miles from the port of Turon ; F. Peter Marques remained 
1 - a . ® f fP en ° r> and to !f, rve the Japanefe, keeping F. Francis dePina for his com- 
m thp.M h T l ° c ^° n ’ there to ferve the Portuguefe, to fay mafs, preach 
Cnrhin Pti' Cai j eU " coll J c fij ons > and learning at the fame time the language of 
thS hS ’ endeavoured, with the affiftance of the interpreters, to perfuadeW of 
i^ 1 , 0 ^5 k&ptifed * anc * ^-bove all, to encourage and confirm thofe that were 

y ap t e . boon after my firft coming, there happened a mean accident worthy 
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to be known: I was called to make a dying infant a Chriftian j I did fo, and it foon 
after gave up the gholl. I was concerned, not knowing where to bury it, which made 
me think of fixing a burying-piace for all the Chriftians that fliould die ior the future. 
To this purpofe 1 ordered a mail of a (hip that was laid afide to be taken', and a flately 
crofs to be made of it: which done, I invited all the Portuguefe and failors to help to 
carry it to the appointed place, I attending with my furplice and dole. Whilft the hole 
was digging to ereft the holy crofs, a company of armed men came out from the 
neighbourhood, who with their mufkets threatened to kill me ; which I perceiving, 
caufed the interpreter to endeavour to know of them what it was they would be at, 
and was told they would not have that crois erefted there, becaufe they feared the 
devils would iitfeft their houfes. I anfwered it would be quite the contrary : becaufe 
the crofs had fuch a virtue that it put the devil to flight. With this they were fo well 
pleafed that, laying down their arms, they all ran to help : and thus the crofs was fet 
up to the general fatisfa&ion of all parties, and the burial-place fixed. Soon after the 
governor of Pulucambi came thither, and brought F. Buzome with him; and we met 
all four fathers of the fociety to our unfpeakable joy at Faifo, together with two lay 
brothers, one a Portuguefe and the other a Japauefe. After a charitable reception, we 
confulted together about the molt proper means of promoting that million. It was 
unanimoufly^agreed, that F. Peter Marques fliould llay at Faifo with the Japanefe 
brother, becaufe he was a good preacher; and the other three with the Portuguefe 
brother, fliould follow the governor of Pulucambi, who earneftly defired it > which was 
accordingly done, as Ihall be here related. 

CHAP. III. — The Governor of Pulucambi introduces the Fathers of the Society into his 
Province, building them a Houfe and Church. 

F. FRANCIS BUZOME, F. Francis de Pina, and I fet out from Faifo for Pulu¬ 
cambi with the governor of that province; who all the way treated us with inexpreffible 
courtefy and Icindnefs, always lodging us near himfelf, and behaving in fuch a manner, 
that there being no human motives to incline him fo to do, it plainly appeared to be the 
work of Providence. 

He appointed a galley only to carry us and our interpreters, not fuffering fo much as 
our baggage to be put on board of it, but ordered another boat for it. In this eafy 
manner we 'travelled twelve long days* journey, putting into a port morning and even¬ 
ing, and all the ports being near great towns or cities of the province of Ouanghia, in 
which province the governor had as much power as in his own at Pulucambi; all 
people ran to pay their refpedts and acknowledgments, bringing him rich prefents, the 
firft of which always fell to our (hare, he himfelf fo ordering it, every one aftonifhed to 
fee us fo honoured, which gained us much efteem and reputation among thofe people, 
that being the defign of the governor; and this was much forwarded by the great 
account he made of our interceffion, when any criminal was to be punilhed ; for we 
no fooner opened our mouths but we obtained all we defired, by which means we 
not only gained the reputation of being great with the governor, but of having com- 
paffion and kindnefs for thofe people, who therefore loved and refpetted us. Befides, 
during the whole voyage he treated us as if we had been fome great lords, contriving 
fports and paftimes in ail parts, caufing the gallics fometimes to reprefenr a fea-fight, 
fometimes to row for rewards. Nor did there a day pafs but he came on board our 
galley to vifit us, feeming much pleafed with our convcrfation, efpecially when we dif- 
courfcd of religion and our holy faith. In tills manner we came to the province of 
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Pulucambi, through which we had ftill fome days’ journey to make before we arrived 
at the governor’s palace, who for our greater diverfion would have us travel by land. 
For this purpofe he ordered fevcn elephants to be provided ; and the more to honour 
us would have one for each, caufing an hundred men, feme on horfeback and fome 
on foot to attend us : and the journey being for recreation, we fpent eight days in it, 
being royally entertained wherefoever we came ; but particularly in the houfe of a 
filter of his we had a moft fplendid entertainment, not only for the variety and number 
of difnes, but much more for the rarity of drefling, all things being dreffed after the 
European manner, though neither the governor, nor any of the family were to tails 

Being at length come to. the governor’s palace, all the entertainments and dainties of 
the journey concluded in fuch a reception as he ufed to make for Kings and great Princes, 
treating us for eight days together in the moll fplendid manner, making us fit in .his 
royal throne, and eating with us himfelf in public, with his wife and children, to the- 
great aftonifhment of all that city, where it was unanimoufly affirmed fuch a reception 
had never been feen, unlefs it were for fome royal perfon ; and this was the caufe of 
the report generally fpread throughout the kingdom, that we were a King’s fons, and 
were come thither about matters of great concern ; which being known by the gover¬ 
nor he was mightily pleafed, and before the chief men of the court he publicly faid, 
« It i s very true, that the fathers were fons of a King, for they were angels come thither, 
not for any want or neceffity of their own, being provided with all things in their own 
countries, but only out of pure zeal to fave their foulsand therefore he adviled them 
“ to give ear to the fathers, and obferve the law they would preach to them, learn the 
do&rine they taught, and receive the faith they delivered : for (faid he) I have often 
difcourfed and converfed with thefe men, and plainly perceive by the doffrine they 
teach, that there is no true law but theirs, nor no way but that they fhew, which leads 
to eternal falvation. But take heed what you do; for unlefs you learn that true doc¬ 
trine which I, your chief, bring to you by means of thefe fathers, your neglect and 
infidelity will be punifhed eternally in hell.” Thus fpoke that lord, becoming a preacher 
of the gofpel, though himfelf a heathen: all men being the more amazed and aftonilhed 
at it, becaufe of the high opinion they entertained of his wifdom. 

After the firft eight days we gave him to underftand, that we would rather live in 
the city, the better to promote the preaching of the gofpel, which we could not fo well 
attend to in the palace, becaufe it was three miles from the city, in an open field accord¬ 
ing to the cuftom. of the country. The governor would not have parted with us, 
becaufe of the great affection he had for us, but preferring the public good before his 
own fatisfadion, he immediately ordered there Ihould be a very convenient houfe pro¬ 
vided in the city Nuoecman : and moreover told us, we might fee above a hundred 
houfes that were about his palace, and take our choice of the moft convenient of them 
to make a church of it; and on acquainting him with it, he would provide all that was 
neceffary. We returned him thanks for fo many favours bellowed on us during our 
journey, and thofe we ftill received. Having taken our leave for the prefent, we 
mounted the elephants again, and with a great retinue went away to the city Nuoec¬ 
man, which extends itfelf five miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, where we 
were by the governor’s order received with extraordinary honour. He, unable to 
endure being fo far from us, came the next day to vifit us, to know whether the 
houfe given us was convenient; and told us, he knew that we being ftrangers could not 
have money and other neceffaries, but that he took upon himfelf to provide every 
thing j and immediately ordered a good fum to be paid monthly, and every day flefli 3 
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fifTi, and rice to be fent in for us, our interpreters, and all the fervants of the houfe : 
and not thus fatisfied, he frequently fent us fo many prefents, that they alone were 
fufficient to furnHh us plentifully with all things. The more to honour and credit us 
among all men, he one day gave public audience in the court of our houfe, in the man¬ 
ner as we mentioned above was practifed in Cochin-China. Here feveral criminals 
were tried, every one receiving fentence according to his crime ; among the reft two 
were condemned to be fhot to death with arrows, and whilft they were bound, we 
undertook to beg their pardon, which was immediately granted, and he ordered them 
to be difeharged, publicly protefting he would not have done it at the requeft of any 
other j 41 but to thefe holy men who teach the true way for the falvation of fouls, (faid 
he,) 1 can deny nothing; and I am myfelf impatient to be rid of thofe impediments 
that obftrudl my being baptifed and receiving their holy faith, which is what you all 
ought to do, if you defire to oblige me.” 

Then turning to us, he again defired we would appoint the place for the church, 
that he might give orders for its fpeedy fitting up. We lliewed him a place thatfeemed 
convenient enough, and he approving of it went away to his palace. Before three 
days were aver news was brought us that the church was coming: we went out 
with great joy and no lefs curiofity to fee how a church fhould come, which, though 
we knew was to be made of timber, as had been agreed, yet it could not be otherwife 
than a great pile, according to the fpace it mult fill, ftanding upon great pillars. On 
a fudden, in the field, we efpied above a thoufand men, all loaded with materials for 
this fabric. Every pillar was carried by thirty lufty men ; others carried the beams, 
others the planks, fome the capitals, others the bafes ; fome one thing, fome another, 
and fo all of them went in order to our houfe, filling all the court, which was very 
large, to our unfpeakable joy and fatisfaftion. One only thing difpleafed us, that we 
had not provifions enough in the houfe to give fo great a multitude a fmall entertain¬ 
ment ; for though they were paid by the governor, yet it looked like ill-breeding to 
fend them away without fome refreshment: but we were foon eafed of this trouble, 
feeing every one fit down upon the piece he brought, being obliged to keep and deliver 
It, and take out of his wallet his pot with flefb, fifli and rice, and lighting a fire, fall to 
cooking very quietly without alking any thing. When they had eaten, the architect 
came, and taking out a line, viewed the ground, marked out the diftances, and calling 
thofe that carried the pillars, fixed them in their places; this done, he called for the other 
parts one after another, that every man might give an account of what he brought and 
go his way: and thus all things proceeding very regularly, and every man labouring 
his beft, all that great pile was fet up in one day; yet either through too much ha lie, 
or the negligence of the architect, it proved fomewhat awry and leaning to one fide % 
which being made known to the governor, he prefently commanded the architect upon 
pain of cutting off his legs, to call all the workmen he required and mend it: the archi¬ 
tect obeyed, and taking the church to pieces with a like number of workmen, rebuilt 
it in a very fhopt time quite completely. And we blefled God, forafmuch as, at a time 
when Chrillians were fo lukewarm, it had pleafed him to ftir up a heathen fo zealoufly 
to build a church in honour of his divine majefty. 

And to fiiew how affectionately the governor looked to oar affairs, X will give one 
particular inftance, and fo end this chapter. In the months of June, July, and Auguft, 
the fouth-weft winds generally reign in Cochin-China, which caufe fuch an extraor¬ 
dinary heat, that the houfes are perfettly parched and dried up j and being all of wood 
the leaft fpark of fire that, through negligence or other accident, falls upon them, im¬ 
mediately catches as it would do in tinder $ and therefore during thofe months there 
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are generally great fires throughout the kingdom ; for when it has taken hold of on$ 
houle, the flame foon fpreads to thofe that lie in the direction the wind blows, and 
miferably confumes them. To deliver us from this danger, our houfe being in the 
middle of the city, and to make it further appear what efteem the governor had for us, 
he iffued an edi£t, commanding that the tops of all the houfes that lay fouth-weft of us 
fliould be taken off ; and there were fo many of them that they extended at leaft two 
miles ; which he did to the end, that if any of them took fire, it might be the eafier to 
prevent its palling forward to ours: and this was readily performed by them all, on 
account of the great refpeft they bore us, 

CHAP* IV, — Of the Governor of PuhtcambF s Death* 

OUR affairs advanced very profperoufly in this city, and it was now the time when 
divine Providence was, according to its ufual method, to give us a tafte of fufferings, 
wherewith God frequently tries his fervants; and fo we ever fee that he gives fuch a 
mixture of profperity and adverfity, that they neither be depreffed by the one nor puffed 
up by the other: and as the primitive church was founded by the holy apoftles upon 
thefe two pillars, of profperity and tribulation, even fo it pleafed the Almighty that the 
new church of Cochin-China fhould be eftabliflied by his apoftolical mimfters. The 
firft beginning of this million was very fuccefsful, as has been feen in the firfl chapter 
of this fecond part; but very foon after enfued that terrible perfecutionfor want of rain, 
which had like to have ruined all* Afterwards with the favour of the governor of 
Pulucambi, the florin Teemed to be blown off, and the budding vine appeared to pro- 
mife abundance of fruit: but it pleafed him whodifpofes of all things, that the gover¬ 
nor of Pulucambi’s death, like a violent north wind, almoft deftroyed all in the bud* 
This misfortune happened as follows: the governor went out one day a hunting oik. 
his elephant, very well pleafed, and the fport drawing him on, he did not reflect that 
he rode all day over a fcorching plain, where the heat pierced his head in fuch a man¬ 
ner, that at night he fell into a burning fever; upon notice whereof we baliened to 
the palace to vifit, or rather to baptize him, if we found him in imminent danger* 
He kept us with him two days, we ftill preffing him to be baptized, as he had often laid 
he would ; to which he always anfwered he was ordering his affairs for that purpofe, 
but came to no conclufion* The third day he loft his fenfes, God fo permitting for 
cattles only known to himfelf; and perhaps that vain honour he ever paffionately 
coveted, was the reward of the good turns he did us : in fine, he began to rave, and fo 
continued three days, till overcome by the violence of the diftemper, he died without 
bapiifm* 

Any man may guefs how much we were concerned at this accident, feeing our- 
felves forfaken in a ftrange country, and deftitute of all human help ; but it chiefly 
grieved us thata perfonfo well difpofed, and through whofe means we had conceived hopes 
that the faith might fpread throughout the whole kingdom, ihould die fo in our hands 
without bapiifm* Abundance of their rites and fuperftitious ceremonies were per¬ 
formed at this governor’s death, at which we were prefent to the laft. It would be 
endlefs to relate them all, and therefore I will mention two or three, by which the 
others ufed by thofe Gentiles may be conceived : firft, whilft he lay in his agony, there 
was a multitude of armed men, who inceflantly cut and made tb rolls in the air with 
their feimitars, call darts and fire mufkets in the rooms of the pakce; but particu¬ 
larly two, that flood on each fide of the dying man, were continually ftriking the 
air abou this mouth with their feimitars ; and both thefe and the others being alked, why 
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they did fo ? told us, they frightened the devils, that they might not hurt the gover¬ 
nor’s foul as it was departing his body. Thefe fuperftitious ceremonies made us pity 
their ignorance, but not fear any harm to ourfelves, as followed when the governor 
was dead: for we had much caufe to apprehend being expelled the province of 
Pulucambi, and perhaps all the kingdom, with the lofs of all wc had acquired towards 
fettling Chriftianity, and perhaps worfe. It is the cuftom when any great perfon dies 
for all the omfaiis, or prieffs of the country, to meet together, in order to find out, 
not the natural, but the fuperftitious caufe of his death ; and being unarainous upon 
what it may be, immediately that thing to which it is attributed, is ordered to be 
burnt, whether it be a houfe, garment, man or beaft. Accordingly all the omfaiis 
being aflembled in a great hall, they began to argue this point: we who were prefent, 
remembering the perfection for want of rain, there being at that time nothing 
extraordinary in the province, but the governor’s kind reception to us, and his 
affigning a houfe, and building a church in the city, with fuch extraordinary tokens 
of affeftion for our holy law, did not at all queftion, but that thefe things being repre¬ 
sented to them, they would lay the death of that lord to our charge, and confequently 
would order us all to be burnt alive, together with our houfe and church, and all our 
goods. Therefore we flood in a corner of the hall, recommending ourfelves to God, 
and preparing ourfelves for whatfoever his divine Majefty lhbuld fuffer to be decreed 
agairift us ; when one of the omfaiis, who was the eldeft of them, and as it were 
their dean. Handing up, faid with a loud voice, that, in his opinion, the only caufe 
of the governor’s death was the falling of a beam fome days fince in the new palace ; 
and he was the more apt to believe it, becaufe all the diftemper was in his head, as 
appeared by his raving ; an evident fign, as he faid of the ftroke he had received in 
his head by the aforefaid beam, all which lie meant metaphorically and in a fuper¬ 
ftitious fenfe, and therefore it pleafed the other omfaiis, who all unanimoufly agreed 
in the fame fentiment, and fo riftng without more to do, they went and let fire to 
that palace, which was all reduced to allies, whilft wc gave thanks to God for having 
efcaped lo manifeft a danger. 

This done, fome other omfaiis who profefs necromancy, came to the governor’s 
palace to perform another fuperftitious ceremony according to the cuftom of the 
country. The kindred of the party deceafed looking upon it as a great bleffing, that 
any body infpired by an evil fpirit fhould fpeak concerning the ftate of the foul depart¬ 
ed ; and to this purpofe thofe wizard omfaiis were called, of whom they all earnettly 
beg that devilifh favour, he that obtains it being much envied by the reft. Thefe 
conjurers made their circles, and ufed feveral charms both in words and actions, that 
the devil might enter into fome one of the governor's kindred, who were there in a 
fuppliant pofture, but all in vain. At laft a filler of the governor, for whom he 
had an extraordinary affection, came in, and begging the fame favour, immediately 
gave manifeft figns that lhe was polfelfed : for being decrepid by reafon of her great 
age, and not able to go alone, lhe began, to the aftonilhment of the fpectators, to 
ikip as nimbly as if lhe had been a young*girl, and the Hick flie threw from her hung 
in the air all the while the devil was in her body, during which time, talking in a 
raving manner, and doing many diforderly actions, lhe uttered feveral extravagancies 
about the ftate and place her brother’s foul was in ; and concluding her mad dilcourfe, 
the devil leaving her, lhe fell down as if fhe had been dead, remaining lo exhaufted 
for the fpace of eight days, that Hie could not ftir for mere weaknefs; all the kindred 
and friends flocking to vifit her, and congratulate her happinefs, in.that fhe had been 
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chofen among all the relations for an action (as they thought it) fo glorious and honour¬ 
able to the dead man. 

At length they began to order the funeral of this lord ; and as in the Catholic 
church it is the cuftom to honour the memory of men renowned for fanftity of life, 
hy a folemn canonization, fo in Cochin-China, the devil always mimicking holy 
things, the more to delude the people, it is cuftomary to honour the death of thofe 
who have been univerfally reputed juft men, and upright in their actions, and adorned 
, with moral virtues, with great folemnity and magnificence, canonizing them, if we may 
fo call it, after their manner, by eternizing their memory, and giving them immortal 
veneration. For this reafon the governor of Pulucambi, who by all men, not only in 
his own province, but throughout all the kingdom, was for his extraordinary natural 
parts, reputed a man of great wifdom and incomparable prudence, his government 
being adorned with fingtilar juftice and integrity, together with an unufal inclination 
and affe&ion for all needy perfons, was judged not to require a doleful fad funeral 
pomp, as was due to others ; but on the contrary all demonftrarions of joy and 
grandeur, which might declare him worthy of religious honours, and to be added to 
the number of their gods. This being decreed, they all endeavoured to lay afide their 
mourning and forrow, and to exprefs entire pleafure and fatisfaflion; and to this 
purpofe all the governor’s kindred, for the fpace of eight days, fimiptuouily treated 
all the people, during which time they did nothing from morning till night, but 
eat and drink, fing, dance, and play upon mufical and warlike inftruments. 

After eight days the body was carried in a fdver coffin, gilt, under a canopy, to the 
city where he was born, called Chifu, three day’s journey diftant, attended by 
a multitude of all forts, of people dancing and rejoicing, leaving the palace where he 
died utterly uninhabited, that it might fall to ruin, and no fign of it remain ; fo that 
the memory of the governor’s death might be loft in perpetual oblivion, he ftill 
remaining alive with continual praife and veneration in the hearts and mouths of all 
men. Being come to a fpacious plain without Chifu, they all fell to work upon a 
palace twice as magnificent and fumptuous as that the governor died in; and to make 
a greater ffiew of the dead man’s wealth, they built as many gallics as be ufed to keep, 
upon wheels, for them to run upon dry land. In the fame manner they made wooden 
elephants and horfes, and all other moveables ufed when the governor went abroad 
when alive without fparing any coll. In the midft of the palace they ere&ed a ftately 
temple, with a fine altar, on which they placed the coffin covered, and hid with fuch 
curious workmanlhip, that the hieroglyphics, carving, and painting greatly move thofe 
gentiles to refpefi:. For three days continually they performed feveral facrifices and 
ceremonies, by the miniftry of five or fix hundred omfaiis, all clad in white, who 
fpent the time in finging and facrificing, offering wine, oxen, and buffaloes in great 
numbers ; the public entertainments continuing thefe three days for above two thou- 
fand men of note, every one having his table to himfelf, according to cuftom, and 
each of them covered with above two hundred difhes. At the end of the three days 
they fet fire to all that pile, burning the palace and temple, with all the perfumes and 
furniture, only faring the coffin with the body, which was afterwards buried, and 
privately removed to twelve feveral graves, that the people being always in doubt 
where it had been left, that uncertainty might increafe the honour of the new idol, 
they adoring it in all thofe places where they thought the bones might be. Thus the 
folemnity ended for that time, till fome months after, that is, in the feventh moon, 
according to their computation of time, it was repeated in the fame manner as it had 
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been performed at firft; a few months after, it was done a third time j and fo from 
time to time for three years, all the revenues affigned the governor of that province 
by the King being fpent upon this folemnity for three years; and therefore no other 
governor was appointed during that time, they being perfuaded that the dead man’s 
foul, which was placed among the gods, would continue in the government for thefe 
three years. However, his own fon was appointed deputy governor, or lieutenant. 

We three fathers of the fociety then in that province were prefent at moft of this 
folemnity; apd though we did not attend at their fuperftitious ceremonies, yet to avoid 
being thought ungrateful and unmannerly, we were forced to accept of fome invita¬ 
tions, in one of which we were forewarned we Ihould be aiked where the governor’s 
foul was, alluring us that if we faid it was in hell we Ihould prefently be cut to pieces. 
We were foon after publicly aiked the queftion, and anfwered, that no man could be 
faved without baptifm; but that, through the mercy of God, and earned: defire to be 
baptifed fufficing, where better cannot be, if the governor at laft had fuch a defire, as 
it was likely he had becaufe of the affection he bore our faith, as mentioned above, and 
that he would have aiked it, but that the violence of his diftemper hindered, therefore 
it might be believed he was faved and not damned. 

This anfwer, though new and unexpe&ed, in fome meafure fatisfied them, in token 
whereof they offered us fome whole buffaloes, l'onie boiled, fome roafted. which had 
been facrificed to their new idol, the dead governor ; but we refufing them, faying, 
our law forbid us to eat of that flefh fo defiled by their facrifice, inltead of the - dead fa¬ 
crificed buffaloes, they ordered others alive to be given us: the governor’s kindred 
afterwards fending us elephants, that we might return on them to Pulucambi with as 
much honour as when the governor was living. 

Thefe were the laft favours we received in virtue of the governor of Fulucambi’s 
favour; and therefore returning home, we were left like fatherlefs children, forfaken by 
all the world. Now nobody regarded us; the allowance of rice for our maintainance 
failed, and we having but twenty crowns muft In a few days have been reduced to 
great mifery and want; and if any one fell lick we durft not call any body to open a 
vein, becaufe we had not wherewithal to pay for it: and though there were among - 
them people very ready to fupply the needy, efpeeially with fuftenance, as was faid 
above, yet it was not convenient for us to alk any thing, left we Ihould lofe all the ad¬ 
vantage we gained, as to the converlion of fouls, becaufe they would have faid we went 
not thither to preach the law of Jefus Chrift, but to fupply our wants under the protec¬ 
tion of the governor. Nobody now came to our houfe, that firft Ihew of authority 
ceafing; and though we had learned the language of the country, yet they made no 
account of the words of three poor men left in the midft of infinite idolators, and 
defpifed our doctrines, as an invention of our own carried thither to oppofe their an¬ 
cient fefts and tenets. 

Three years palled after this manner, and yet we were not fo much troubled at our 
own wants, which God knows were very great, as to fee evesy day lefs hopes of pro¬ 
moting the fervice of God among thofe pagans, having during thefe three years con¬ 
verted but very few, and that with unfpeakable labour and toil. Things were in this 
ftate, in fome meafure defperate, we being inclinable to believe the time was not yet 
come when it would pleafe God to enlighten the darknefs of thofe people, either be¬ 
caufe our fins obftrufted it, or fome other hidden judgment of God. But when our 
human frailty fhewed itfelf moft diffident of divine affiftance, even then, the more to 
confound us, the God of mercy fliewed the wonderful effects erf h's divine omni¬ 
potence, that the noble undertaking of converting fouls might be wholly attributed to 
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him, we then owning we had no power to proceed in it; and that we might know ex¬ 
perimentally, that neither he who waters nor he who plants does any thing, but it is 
God that gives the increafc, as will appear in the following chapter. 

CHAP. V. — How God made Way for the Converfton of the Province of Pulucambi , by 

Means of the noblefl Perfons in it. 

WE having nothing to maintain us at Pulucambi, and converting nobody, difperfed 
ourfelves into feveral parts: F. Francis de Pina went to live at Faifo, a Japanefe city as 
before mentioned, with a defign to ferve thofe Chriftians whofe pallor he had been 
before, and to live upon their alms. He being well flailed in the language of Cochin- 
China, and talking it naturally, never ceafed there to preach our holy faith. F. Francis 
Buzome went away for Turon, carrying along with him the belt interpreter we had, 
to endeavour to obtain fome alms of the Portuguefe there that might at lead maintain 
us two in Pulicambi, in our hcufe at Nuoecman, till fome fupply came from Macao. 

Thus was 1 left at Pulucambi folitary and difconfolate, without any hopes of the con- 
verfion of thofe gentiles, when one day being at home, far from any fuch thought, I 
faw a number of elephants before our door, with many ladies, and a large retinue of 
gentlemen, after whom followed a great lady and principal matron, moll richly 
clad, and adorned with abundance of rich jewels according to the faflrion of the 
country. I was much furprifed at the unufual appearance and majefty of the lady, and 
in fufpenfe, not imagining what might be the intention of this new vilit. Going out 
at laft to receive her, I underftood fhe was wife to the ambaffador the King of Cochin- 
China was fending to the King of Cambogia, which ambaffador was a native of Nuoec¬ 
man where we dwelt, and next the governor the chief man in that city, who was then 
at the court of Sinua, treating with the King upon the fubject of his embaffy. After 
the ufual ceremonies and compliments, according to the cuftom of the country, the 
lady being unwilling to lofe time upon matters that were not to her purpofe, “ Let us 
come (faid fhe) to the bufinefs I aim at. I have been fully informed, father, of your 
coming into this country and province, and of the occafion of your coining ; I. fee the 
holy and unbleiniihed life you lead; I know you preach and teach the true God; and 
being fatisfied that this is mod agreeable to reafon, am perfuaded that there is no 
true law but yours, nor other God but yours, nor any way to life ever lading but that you 
teach; and therelore my coming to your houfe is for no other intent but earnedly 
to beg of you, that, bathing me in your holy water, you will add. me to the number 
of Chriftians: this is the utraoft of my wifhes and defires.” In the fil'd place I com¬ 
mended her good and holy refolution, exhorting her to return thanks to God for fo 
fignal a mercy bedowed on her in calling her to. the knowledge of his holy law, 
there being nothing in this world to be valued equal to the falvation of the foul. Next 
I made my excufe for npt complying immediately with her pious and reafonable re- 
quell; becaufe although I had fome knowledge of the Cochin-Chinefe language, yet 
it was not enough to indrufl; her in the lofty rayderies of our Chridian religion ; and 
therefore I adviled her excellency to wait for F. Buzome, who in a few days was to re¬ 
turn from Turon, having with him an excellent interpreter, by whofe means lhe would, 
be inftruQed as fhe ought to be to her own fatisfaflion, and obtain the end of her holy 
defires, “ The great fire (replied fhe) that inflames my heart will not allow of fuch 
a long delay ; and. the more iince my hufband is hourly expected from court, with 
whom I am foon to embark for the kingdom of Cambogia, where the dangers of the 
Jea being frequent, a ftonn may happen to rife, where dying I may perilh for ever.” 
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She added that It was enough if I difcourfed of divine matters as I did of other things, 
for flie fhould underftand ail I faid. Thefe vifible tokens of her rdblution obliging 
me to it, I began in the beft manner I could to inform her in feveral blatters and prin¬ 
ciples of our holy faith. Soon after it pleafed God F. Buzome returned, and feeing 
this good fuccefs, gave infinite thanks to God* The lady was "much pleafed with the 
arrival of the interpreter, whom floe had fo earnedly expelled ; with whole affi fiance, 
and her continual application, ftudy, dnd attention at catechizing, which was done for 
two hours before and two hours after dinner, in a fortnight’s time Jhe became perfect 
in the Chriftian doftrine. Above all, what made the greatefl impreffion on her heart 
was the knowledge of Jefiis Chrift, true God, made man, and humbled for the fake of 
man; and therefore, in fome meafure to imitate our Saviour’s great humility, fhe for 
the future came to our houfe, which was a good mile from her s, not only without 
the ft ate and elephants fhe ufed before, but bare-footed. In dirt, and upon ftones, 
obliging her gentlemen and ladies, by her example, to imitate her devotion. 

In our fpiritual difeourfes, and exposition upon the catechifm, when we came to 
make mention of hell, defcribe its torments, reprefent the greatnefs, eternity, and va¬ 
riety of torments there fuffered, the horrible company of devils, the darknefs of thofe 
infernal dungeons and uninhabitable dens, and Iaftly the torture of lire, both fhe and 
her ladies were fo terrified, that having by themfelves all night confidered upon what 
they had heard, they came again the next day to tell us they would all be Chriftians 
to avoid that everlafting m fiery. But we telling them it was Impoftible, they being 
fervants, and confcqucntly concubines to the ambaflador, according to the cuftoin of 
the country, as has been mentioned in the firft treatife, the anibaflador’s lady anfwered, 
u "1 hat impediment does not concern me.**— u It is fo,” faid we, for your excellency 
is your hu(band’s only wife, and has not to do with other men, and therefore may 
freely be baptifed.” At thefe words, lifting up her hands to Heaven, fhe gave fuch 
tokens of joy as if fhe had been befide herfelf, though fhe had never been truly fo 
much her ft If as when fhe ft] e wed fuch figns of joy for that which ought to be the only 
eaufe of all our farisfaftion. Her women, on the other hand, feeing themfelves ex¬ 
cluded the way of lalvation, cried out aloud they would forbear being the anibaftadorfe 
concubines, fince it obftm&ed their baptlftn, and was the way to damnation. The 
lady leconded their good purpofes, taking upon her to deliver them from that fin, and 
get every one of them a hufband. All lets and impediments being removed by the 
promifes of the lady and firm purpofes of the women, one day, which was the moll 
joyful I ever faw in my life, the ambalfador’s lady richly apparelled and decked with 
jewels, and nobly attended to our church by gentlemen, was baptifed with twenty-five 
of her women, and as the chief of them called Urfula, to the glory of Jefus Chrift, 
whoiby means of thefe few women opened a way to the converfions made by our mil- 
fion in Cochin-China. 

After they were baptifed we went in proceffion to the palace of the ambaffador’s lady 
Urfula, where there was an oratory, in which fhe ufed before to perform her fuper- 
ftitious devotions to an idol. When we came in we firft fprinkled the houfe with holy 
water, and then the lady and her women courageoully laid hold of the idol, and throw¬ 
ing it violently againft the ground, beat it to pieces, trampling on it; in whofe place 
we fet up a fine pifture of our Saviour, which thofe new devout Ghriftians falling down 
devoutly worfhipped, owning themfelves his mod humble and devout flaves. Then 
we put about their necks fome Agnus Dei’s, crofTes, medals, and relics, which they 
valued above the gold chains and firings of pearls they were adorned with. Having 
obtained this vidory over the devil, after faying theTifany and other prayers in the 
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oratory, now bleffed, F. Buzome and I returned home with that fatisfaetion and thankf- 
giving that every man may imagine. The ambaffador’s lady and her women came 
after this every day duly to mais, catechize, and other fpiritual exercifes, with great 
tokens of fervour and Chriftian piety. 

At this time the ambafiador, hufband to the lady Urfula, came from court to depart 
in a Ihort time upon his embaffy to the King of Cambogia. It is the cuftom of that 
country, when the head of a family comes from afar off, for the wife children, and 
the reft of the family, to go out at leaft a mile upon the way to meet him. The lady 
Urfula failed to perform this ceremony, being then retired in her oratory. The huf¬ 
band wondering at it, and fufpetting fhe might be hindered by ficknefs, afked what was 
become of her j but underftanding fhe was well, wondered at it the more, till coming 
to the gate of his palace and milling the ufual reception, he began to miftruft flie was 
angry with him. At length he went up and into the oratory, where he found his lady 
and her. maids, with Agnus Dei’s and relics about their necks, beads in their hands, 
and other Chriftian figns, praying before the image of our Saviour. The ambafiador 
was aftonilhed at this light, and his lady, directing her dilcourfe to him, bid him not 
wonder that file had forbore the ufual compliments to him, becaufe Ihe was raifed to 
a higher pitch of honour than he was, both lhe and her women being children of the 
true God and Saviour of the world, Jefus Chrift, whofe picture Hie ihewed him, faying, 
he ought to adore him if he would be equal to them in dignity. The ambafiador, 
moved by his lady’s words and the beauty of the pifture, with tears in his eyes fell 
down and adored: then Handing up, he turned to his wife and women faying, “ How 
is it pollible you fliould be Chriftians ? Have you a mind to leave me ? Do not you 
know that the law the fathers preach forbid polygamy ? Therefore you mult either 
find another dwelling-place, or I leave this to you and feek out another houfe.” His 
lady anfwered , iC Neither need you depart nor w r e leave you, for there will be a remedy 
for all thingswifely concealing for the prefent the prohibition of plurality of wives, 
to avoid that difficulty which would have bred a difturbance. The ambafiador took 
heart at thefe words, and conceiving as yet that he need not be obliged to leave his 
women, thus pioufly impofed upon, he faid he would be a Chriftian. too, and follow 
the good example fet him by his wife and her women. 

The next morning betimes the ambafiador came to our houfe to tell us, that fince 
we had made his wife a Chriftian, he had a mind to embrace the fame religion, if we 
thought it practicable. Very practicable, faid we, full of joy and fatisfaftion at fo grate¬ 
ful a queftion j for in cafe he were refolved, we would in a Ihort time inftrutt him luffi- 
ciently to be baptifed. He was pleafed; and as the affairs of his embaffy took up the 
day, fo that he had not leifure to be inftructed, upon his requeft we agreed to go to his 
houfe at night, where we began to catechize him, continuing it for twenty nights four 
or five hours at a time, acquainting him with the myfteries of our holy faith, from 
the creation of the world till the redemption of man, the glory of heaven and pains of 
hell. It was no fmall matter for fo great a perfon, and fo full of bufmefs, to lofe 
his fieep to hear the word of God; and he paid great attention to it, afking many very 
ingenious queftions, which Ihewed his great wit. In all our difcourfes our whole 
aim was to imprint the truth of our holy law in the heart of this nobleman, and 
make it agreeable to reafbn, fo that being made fenfible of the great importance of 
falvation, and the terror of the pains of hell, and being well inclined to, and convinced 
of the certainty of, our religion, he might afterwards make lefs difficulty in the main 
point concerning polygamy, which was the only thing he ftuck at, and which we 
. till then had defignedly forbore to l’peak of. Having gone fo far towards the am. 
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baffador’s converfion, we began to expound upon the commandments, where we 
informed him, that among Chriftians it was unlawful to have many wives. 

The proportion was fo unexpected, that like fire with water thrown on it, the am¬ 
baffador prefently cooled, and taking leave of us, faid this was a matter of great con- 
fequence, and therefore required time to come to a refolution. This anfwer was fo 
difpleafing and grievous to us, that returning home we fpent that night in prayer and 
mortification, praying to God with all the fervour we could, that he would be pleafed 
to put a happy conclufion to the work he had fo well begun. Next morning one of 
the moft learned omfaiis in the city came to us from the ambaffador, to examine the 
reafons for the prohibition of polygamy. Among other objections this man made 
one, in his opinion of the greateft force; which was, why plurality of wives* ffiould 
be forbid, fince generation and children were a work of perfection, and fo agreeable 
to nature, chiefly when a man had a barren wife, as was the ambaflador’s cafe, and 
might not have another to get heirs upon. We wanted not anfwers according to our 
divinity, but perceiving they were not fatisfaftory to them who were not ufed to our 
theological notions, we at laft added a reafon out of fcripture, whereof the ambaffador 
had before fome knowledge from us, and it pleafed God this made an impreffion on 
his heart, and abfolutely convinced him. This was putting him in mind, that God 
being fo juft, and the law he had prefcribed fo Agreeable to natural reafon, as he him- 
felf had owned, he ought without doubt to obey in this point, fince God himfelf com¬ 
manded it; and this fo much the more in regard that God creating man, intimated 
the fame to him, when there was moft occafion for propagating the human race, and 
yet he gave Adam but one wife, whereas he could as ealiJy have given him many more, 
that man might multiply the falter. This reafon, I fay, fully fatisfied the ambaffador,. 
yet finding it difficult to obferve the precept, as being a thing he was much addicted 
to: “Is there no remedy,” faid he, “or difpenfation from the pope, or any other 
means, though never fo difficult, to have this point remitted?” We told him it was in 
vain to feek any redrefs whatfoever in this cafe; and therefore, if he defired to be faved, 
he muft diftnifs the other women, and ftick to his wife. Then the ambaffador lifting 
op his eyes and hands to heaven, as it were ftruggling with himfelf, and prefled on by 
truth, with a generous refolution faid, “ If then multiplicity of wives be inconfiftent 
with my falvation, let them all go in the name of God for it is a pity to lofe an eter¬ 
nity of glory, for a tranfitory delight.” Then turning to his concubines, who were 
prefect with his wife, he difcharged them all: but perceiving they laughed at his dif- 
eharge, as a thing that would never ft and good, to fhew he was in earneft, he 
ordered his wife to pay them all oft' immediately, and let not one of them ftay in his 
palace that night. After which turning again to the fathers, “ Behold,” faid he, 
“ I have readily performed all you commanded me.” Having obtained our defires, 
we went home to give thanks to Almighty God. 

But the devil found out a way ftill to make oppofition, making ufe of the lady 
Urfula’s womanifli temper; for flie had not the heart to turn away thofe women 
ffie had bred up from their infancy in her houfe, and loved them as if they were her 
own children. Therefore fome ftrife arifing between the man and his wife, he prefling, 
to have them gone, and ffie oppofing, the ambaffador diffatisfied came to us to juftify 
himfelf, and defire to be baptifed, fince the impediment was removed, he being 
willing the women fliould depart from his houfe. We were about going to- work,, 
perceiving he fpoke rationally, and particularly becaufe he refolved they fliould not 
continue in his houfe as his concubines, but as his lady’s fervants. But the good man 
making a paufe as if he were reflecting, at laft faid he had a fcruple to propofe 
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“ Since, according to what you fathers have taught me,” faid he, « God fees into the 
heajt of man, and cannot be deceived, though I defire to forfake and fend away the 
women, yet whilfl they continue in the houle, I plainly fee, either my old habits 
or the frailty of nature will eafily caufe me to fall again into fin j therefore methinks 
Ido not proceed with due fincerity in this affair.” W e perceiving, by the ambaf- 
fador s difcreet and Chriftian difcourle, he fore fa w the danger of being in the iinmc- 
diate opportunity of fin, ftudied fome proper means to remove fo confiderable an im¬ 
pediment ; but nothing occurring for the prefent, he himfelf being very earneft upon 
the bufinefs, propofed a method, which we adhered to as the beft of all others : 

Fatneis, fa id he, “ the fafeft way I can think of is, that you as their directors 
powerfully perfuade the Chriftian women that were my concubines, (for the heathens 
I will infallibly make my wife turn away), that in cafe through frailty I fhould be 
under any temptation they refift me rcfolutely; and forafmuch as I bear a great re- 
fpeft to, and ftand in awe of our Saviour’s pidure placed in the oratory, if the 
women lie in that place, I will rather be torn to pieces than have any thing to do with 
them in tbe\ prefence of that great lord : and they being thus fecured againft me, till 
there be an opportunity of marrying them, it will be known abroad that they are not 
kept in the houfe as my concubines, but only as fervants fo my foie wife Urfula, and 
the people will be fenfibie I do not ad contrary to the law of God,” This method 
was fo well approved of, that the day after it was put in execution, the ambaffador 
was baptized in great ftate, attended by drums, fiefs and other inflruments, and he 
himlelt ckd in rich apparel. With him were baptized twenty other gentlemen, his 
ben n lends, and he had the name of our holy patriarch Ignatius given him. After 
which, taking his wife Urfula by the hand, fhe renewed the old contract of matrix 
mony as a iacrament of the church. r i he joy they all experienced at their baptifin 
and new marriage was unfpeakable. 

It now remained that the ambaffador fhould depart on his embaffy for Cambogia; 
and he 01 acred that the fliip which was to carry him, fhould have a crofsin its colours, 
and the pifture of the glorious father St. Ignatius his proteftor, caufiug all the jacks 

a £T"n ntS t0 exprcfs the re % ion he profefled. Embarking with all his gentlemen 
and Chrfihan women, he had a profperous voyage from Nuoecman to Cambogia. 
when the fquadron appeared, being well known to the people of Cambogia to be 
the ambafladors, they were all altonifhed at feeing Chriftian colours fet up ; and 
therefore they imagined that the King of Cochin-China, inftead of the ordinary am¬ 
baffador, had fent lome extraordinary Portuguefe Chriftian ; but their doubt was foon 
cleared, on feeing the ufual ambaffador land with a crofs and medals .on his bread 
among the gold chains and jewels. This fight on the one hand moved the Portu- 
guele and Japanefe Chriftians, who refide there on account of trade, to give fhouts of 
joy, and blefs God for this new offspring Cochin-China had produced ; and on the 
other, the heathens could not believe that the ambaffador, who before was obferved to 
be exccffively lafcivious, fhould embrace the Chriftian religion, which forbids all im- 
r ° , Bu , 1 the £« of the Holy Ghoft foon appeared to ftrengthen human frailty; 

toi though the ambaffador at his palace in Cambogia, had double the number of con- 
C j-4'u at S^ally ufed to attend his wife, he ordered them to be all difmiffed ; 
nor did he ever lift up his eyes to look at them; which made his fame fpread abroad, 
as o a man of fingular fanftity and virtue; and being reputed a man of great know- ' 

ba tized CXamp 6 m ° Ved many of the moft Iearned P crfons Pulucambi to be 
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CHAP. VI. — How Cod opened another Way to Chrijlianity, through the Means of the 

learned People among the Heathens. 

GOD’s infinite mercy, and his ardent defire for the falvation of mankind, difcovers 
various means fuitable to the feveral conditions of perfons, which are as it were fo 
many ways to direct and lead them to that end for which they were created. Thus 
we fee lie himfelf in perfon called upon his people, and complying with the inclina¬ 
tion of the perfons, invited the wife man by means of the ftar; Denis the Areopagite, 
the aftronomer, by the prodigy of the wonderful eclipfe y St. Auguftine by the know¬ 
ledge of the true light and law, and the confufion and obfcurity of former errors ; 
and in fine, he calls the ignorant multitude, by the means of prodigies, wonders, and 
miracles. So it fell out in the new church of Cochin-China; for when his divine 
majefty had by himfelf convinced fome of the principal perfons, as has been fhewn, 
next he called not only the learned and wife philofophers and mathematicians, by 
means of fome eclipfes, as fhali be explained in this chapter, but alfo the omfaiis or 
priefts, who were hardened in the errors of their heathen fefts, to the knowledge of 
the true religion, as the following chapter will make appear. And laftly in the next 
to that we fliall fet down how he opened the way of falvation to the people by means 
of feveral prodigies and miracles. 

Now to come to the manner of converting the wife and learned Cochin-Chinefe, 
reputed excellent mathematicians, by means of the eclipfe. For the better under- 
Handing of what follows, it is requifite in the firit place to be acquainted with a cuftom 
they have in this kingdom relating to the fcience of aftrology, but particularly of 
eclipfes ; for they makefueh a great account of it, that they have large halls where 
it is taught in their univerfity, and there are fpecial allowances afligned the aftro- 
logers; as for inftance, lands which pay them a tribute or ftipead. The King has 
his peculiar aftrologers, and fo has the Prince his fon, who ufe all their art to fet down 
eclipfes exactly. But wanting the reformation of the calendar and other matters, 
relating to the motion of the fun and moon which we have, they commit fome miftakes 
in the calculation of the moons and eclipfes, wherein they generally err two or three 
hours, and fometimes, though not fo often a whole day ; though generally they are 
right as to the material part of the eclipfe. Every time they hit right, the King re¬ 
wards them with a certain quantity of land ; and fo when they mifhtke, that fame 
quantity is taken from them. 

I he reafon why they make fuch account of foretelling the eclipfe, is becaufe of the 
many fuperftirions at that time ufed towards the fun and moon, for which they prepare 
themleJves in a very folemn manner: for the King being told the day and hour a 
month before the eclipfe happens, fends orders throughout all the provinces of the 
kingdom, for the learned and common people to be in readinefs that day. When the 
time is come, all the lords in every province meet with their governors, commanders,, 
and gentry, and the people with their proper officers in every city and liberty. The 
greateft ailembly is at court, where the principal men of the kingdom are, who all go 
out with colours and arms. Firit goes the King clothed in mourning, and after him 
all the court, who lifting up their eyes to the fun or moon, as the eclipfe comes on 
them, make feveral obeifances and adorations, fpeaking fame words of compafiion for' 
the pain thofe planets ^endure; for they look upon the eclipfe to be no other, but that 
the dragon 1 wallows up the fun or moon ; and therefore, as we fay, the moon is all or 
half eclipfed, fo they fay,,“Da an nua. Da an bet j” that is,, the dragon has eaten 
half, now he eats all.. 
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This way of expreflion, though it be nothing to the prnpofe, yet it {hews that they 
aflign the fame ground for the eclipfe originally that we do, which is the cutting of the 
eclipfe, that is the fun s circle and the line oi the courfe of the moon in thofe two 
points which we call the dragon’s head and tail, as aftronomers well know: whence 
it follows, that the very fame do&rine and the fame terras and names of the dragon, 
are common to both us and them, and fo they give names like ours to the figns of the 
zodiac, fuch as Aries, Taurus, Gemini, &c. And thus in procefs of time the people 
have invented fabulous caufes of the eclipfe, inftead of the true, faying that the fun 
and moon, when eclipfed are drowned by the dragon ; whereas at that time they are 
really in the head or tail of the aftronomical dragon. 

Now to fpeak of the compaffion they have for thofe fullering planets; when the 
adoration is over, they begin firft at the King’s palace, and then 'throughout all the 
city, to fire mulkets and cannon, ring bells, found trumpets, beat drums, and play 
upon other inftruments, eveii to the clattering of the kettles, and other utenfils of the 
kitchen in all houfes: and this is done in order that the dragon may be frightened 
with the great noife, and not proceed to eat any more but vomit up what he has already 
eaten of the fun or moon. * J 


When we were informed of this cuftom, the firft eclipfe that happened was one 
oi toe moon m the year 1620, on the gth of December at eleven at night, 1 was 
then in the city of Nuoecman in the province of Pulucambi, where was the com¬ 
mander of the ward we lived in, whofe fon was become a Chriftianthough the 
father, being proud of his own learning, defpifed not only our religion, but our 
knowledge; and we eanieftly defired his converfion, hoping that if he received the 
Catholic faith, his example would induce thofe of his ward or quarter to do the fame, 
1 his man came once to vifit us before the eclipfe of the moon happened, and in dit 
courie we chanced to talk of it, he pofitively affirming there would be no fuch eclipfe: 
and though we demonftrated it to him, according to our calculation, and {hewed him 
the figure of it in our books, yet he would never believe it; alledging among other 
arguments for his obftinacy, that if any fuch eclipfe were like to be, the King would 
doubt lefs have fent him notice a month before, according to the cuftom of the king¬ 
dom, whereas there wanted but eight days of the time by us appointed; wherefore 
he having no fuch advice, it was a certain fign there would be no fuch eclipfe. He 
periifting obftmately in his opinion would needs lay a wager of a cabaia, which is a 
filk gown. We agreed to it on condition that if we loft we were to give him fuch a 
garment; but if we won, inftead of paying the gown, he was to come to us for eight 
ays ucceffively, to hear the catechifm and myfteries of our faith expounded. He 
replied, he would not only do fo, but the very moment he faw the eclipfe would be- 
corne a Chriftian : for he faid, if our doftrine was fo certain and infallible in fuch 
hidden and heavenly things as eclipfes are, and theirs fo erroneous, there was no doubt 
r t r 0Ur n ^L knowledge oi the true God was no lefs certain and fafe, and theirs 

ri ! 6 a y the eclipfe being come, the aforefaid gentleman, with a great many 

o ars, came to our houft at night, bringing them as witneffes of the event. But 

th^hnur .If !P V V3S t0 **1? eleven at ni S ht ’ 1 ' Vent to % m y office, turning up 
the hour glafs in the meanwhile. An hour before the time thefe men came feveral 

times, calling upon me by way of derifion to fee the eclipfe, thinking I had not 
withdrawn to fay my office, but had hid myfelf for flume that there would be no 
hnnv wac * ^ they could not but wonder at my afltirance in anfwermg them that the 
r™ r not c .?*? e ’. tl11 the g lafs was run out, which they gazed at, as if it had 
been fome wonderful tning. Then going out, I {hewed them that the circle of the 
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moon on that fide the eclipfe began, was not fo perfect as it fliouIH be, and foon after 
all the moon being darkened, they perceived the truth of my prediction. The com¬ 
mander and all of them being aftonifiled, prefently fent to give notice of it to all the 
ward, and fpread the news of the eclipfe throughout the city, that every man might go 
Out to make the ufual noife in favour of the moon ; giving out every where, that there 
were no fuch men as the fathers, whofe doftrine and books could not fail being true, 
fince they had fo exa&ly foretold the eclipfe, which their learned men had taken no 
notice of; and therefore in performance of his promife, the commander with all his 
family became Chriftians, as did many more of his ward, with fome of the moft learned 
men of the city and others of note. 

Such another accident happened at the fame time, though among people of greater 
quality, and in a more eminent place. Though the King’s aftrologers had not forefeen 
this eclipfe, yet thofe belonging' to the Prince at Cacciam, being more ftudious and 
intelligent, foretold it, but with a grofs miflake as to the time: for it was not of an 
hour or two as ufual, but of a whole day, giving : out that the full moon and confe- 
quemly the eclipfe would be a day fooner than it was. F. Francis de Pina, who was 
then at court, had given notice of it to a courtier who was very great with the Prince, 
being his omgne; that is, fimilar to mafter of the ceremonies. The father told him, 
that fince the eclipfe was not to happen as their aftrologers faid, but as F. Chriftopher 
Borri affirmed, the following night, he lhould give the Prince his mafter notice of it. 
But the omgne not giving entire credit to the father would not do that duty of his 
office at that time. The hour appointed by the aftrologers being come, and the Prince 
having notice of it, he went out with his whole court, according to cuftom, to fee and 
help the moon, that as they faid was to be eclipfed; but finding he was deceived, and 
growing angry with his mathematicians for their miftake, he ordered they lhould for¬ 
feit the revenue of a town, according to the cuftom before mentioned. Hence the 
omgne took occafion to acquaint the Prince that the European father had, before 
this happened, told him the eclipfe would be the night following. The Prince 
was mightily pleafed that the fathers lhould hit right, where his mathematicians had 
jnifearried. 

The omgne repaired immediately to the father, to know the precife time of the 
eclipfe; who having Ihewed him that it was to be exadlly at eleven the following 
night, he ftill continued doubtful of the truth of the matter, and therefore would not 
wake the Prince till he faw the beginning of the eclipfe. Then he ran to rouze him, 
and he coming out with fome of his courtiers, performed the ufual ceremonies and 
adorations to the moon. Yet he would not make the matter publicly known, for fear 
ol utterly diferediting their books and mathematicians, though all men conceived a 
great opinion of our doftrine, and particularly the omgne, who from that time for¬ 
wards for a whole month came to hear the catechizing, diligently learning all that 
belongs to our holy faith. However he was not baptized, wanting refolution to over T 
come the difficulty of the multiplicity of women, as the ambaflador Ignatius had done 
before. He forbore not neverthelefs with much fervour publicly to declare that our 
doflrine and law, were true, and all others falfe, and faid he would certainly die a 
Chriftiaa, which excited many others to defire to be baptized. 

Having mentioned the eclipfe of the moon, we will conclude with another of the 
fun, which happened on the 22ft of May 1621, and which the King’s aftrologers fore¬ 
told was to la ft two hours; but having conceived a great opinion of us as to this par¬ 
ticular, for their own greater fecurity they came to alk our opinion concerning it. I 
told them it was true there would be an eclipfe of the fun, the figure of which 1 Ihewed 
von. ix. 5 m in 
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in our epheinerides; but I purpofely forbore to let them know that it would not be 
Feen in Cochin-China, by reafon of the moon’s parallax to the fun. Now they know 
not what the parallax is, which is the rcal'on they are often deceived, not finding 
the juft time by their books and calculations. This I did, that their error being ob- 
ferved, our knowledge might appear the more : I therefore demanded time to find out 
the precife time, faying, in general ■terms, it was requifite to meafure heaven by the 
earth, to difeover whether that eclipfe would be vifible in their country; and I delayed 
the anfwer fo long, till the time of making known the eclipfe being come, the aftrolo- 
gers, fatisfied that our book agreed with their opinion, without farther reflexion, con¬ 
cluded the eclipfe was molt certain, and advifed the King to publilh it after the ufual 
manner. When, the altrologers had fpread their falfe predictions throughout the king¬ 
dom, I gave it out that the eclipfe would not be feen at all in Cochin-China. T his 
affertion of ours was communicated to the Prince, who being doubtful in the matter, 
fent his mathematicians to me to a!k my opinion, and argue the point. This difpute 
had no other effed on them but only to increafe their doubt, and hold the Prince 
in fufpenfe, whether he ought to fend his orders throughout the kingdom, as the King 
his father had done, or publilh the contrary ; for, on the one hand, it wrought upon 
him to fee that both their books and ours granted the eclipfe, wherefore he thought 
it would be a difhonour to him in cafe he happened not to have fent the ufual advice; 
and, on the other hand, he had a great opinion of us on account of the antecedent eclipfe 
of the moon. Hereupon fending to confult me again, I anfwered, that having calcu¬ 
lated the eclipfe very exa&ly, I found it could not poffibly be vifible in his kingdom ; 
and therefore he need not take any care to fend advice about the country, for I would be 
anfwerable for his and his altrologers’ reputation, againft the King and his mathema¬ 
ticians. He at laft relied upon my words, and took no care to give notice in his liberty 
of the eclipfe; the whole court arid King’s altrologers wondering at it, and they enquir¬ 
ing into the caufe of the Prince’s neglect, were anfwered, that he had better mathe¬ 
maticians in his court than the King his father: by which they underftood that fome 
of our fathers being there, he forfook the opinion of the natives for theirs. However 
the publication they had made being irrevocable, the ufual preparations were made 
againft the day of the eclipfe, till the hour being come, they experimentally perceived 
their error. The day was clear and not a cloud to be feen, and though it was the 
month of May, when the fun is there in the zenith, and the time of the day about three 
in the afternoon when the heat is violent, yet the King did not omit to go out with his 
courtiers, enduring all the burning fun for a long time j but finding himfelf impofed 
upon, and being much incenfed, as well on account of the great heat he endured as at 
the ignorance of his mathematicians, who had put him to that trouble without any 
reafon, he reprimanded them feverely. They alleged for their excufe that there would 
be an eclipfe infallibly, but that they had made a day’s miftake as to the conjunction of 
the moon, and therefore it would be feen the next day at the fame hour. The King iub- 
mitted to his altrologers, and coming out the next day at the fame hour, fullered the 
fame inconvenience of heat, to the great lhame of his altrologers, who efcaped not 
unpunilhed j for he not only took away their revenues, but ordered they Ihould kneel 
a whole day in the court of the palace bare-headed, expofed to the heat of the fun, and 
to the fcorn of all the courtiers. To return to the Prince who had got the better in 
this point, he wrote to his father in a jelling manner, that though he was his fon, he 
had outdone him as to the eclipfe, and had more learned men at his court. 

It is not to be imagined how much reputation this accident gained us among the 
learned, infomuch that even the King’s and Prince’s mathematicians came to us, 
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earneftly begging we would receive them as our fcholars; and upon this^ account the 
fame of the fathers was every where fo great, that not only our knowledge in aftronomy 
but our religion was extolled above their own; they arguing from the heavenly bodies 
to things above the heavens, as I faid before, 

CHAP. VII. — How God opened another Way to Chrifiianity , by means of the Omfaiis , 

or Heathen Priejis. 

GOD in his infinite wifdom foreknowing of how great confequence it would be 
for the converfion of thofe heathens, that fome of their priefts or omfaiis fliould be 
converted, becaufe of the great authority they have among all the people, it pleafed 
his divine majefty to open even this way to his holy faith. An omfaii, whofe name 
was Ly, lived near to our houfe, and had the charge of an idol temple, and being a 
neighbour had frequent opportunities of converfmg with us, and of coming to fome 
knowledge of our rules, actions, and courfe of life. This pleafed him fo well, that 
proceeding ftill farther, he would needs be informed as to the law of God, whereof 
we gave him a full account; and coming to difcourfe of the refurrection of our Lord, 
fhewing Him how he rofe again, that he and all men might rife again the Iaft day, he 
was fo' pleafed at it, that being infpired by God, he afked to be baptized, which was 
accordingly granted to him and all his family on Chriftmas night, which he fpent on 
his knees in prayer with floods of tears, uttering thefe words : “ Taii dam biet that 
is, “ I knew- not: ’ as if he would have faid, “ Forgive me, my God, for till now 
I knew you not.” Then continuing fome time very ftill, as it were contemplating, he 
repeated the fame words, making a fweet harmony to the new born infant. After 
baptifm he took fuch an affe&ion for us, that he refolved to come to us with all his 
family, that he might live under our rule ; but being informed that could not be done, 
becaufe he wa^married, he refolved to live nearer to our houfe, that he might regu¬ 
late his a£tions by the found of our bell, even to faying the long litany in his oratory, 
at the time we ufed to fay it every day, according to the cuftom of the fociety. And 
it is remarkable, that obferving us at a certain hour ufed to fay our beads walking, he 
would walk at the fame time, to the amazement of his countrymen, who look upon 
walking as a ftrange and ridiculous aftion, for they never going a ftep but what is about 
bufmefs, or to fome diverfion, regarded our walking as idle, becaufe we went to a place 
for no other purpofe but to return ; fo that the people flocked to fee us walk, and 
admiring the ftrangenefs of it faid, “ Omfaii di lay that is, “ the father goes and 
comes, goes and comes.” Yet their gazing did not make omfaii Ly leave off his 
cuftom, which tended to nothing but to be like us in all points. He had but one wife, 
and had lived about thirty years, which was his age, fo ftrictly up to the law of nature, 
that he had never, as he faid, to that time, knowingly deviated in any matter of confe¬ 
quence from what was juft and upright; and his adoring of idols was becaufe he 
thought it contrary to reafon not to adore them. This fhews how true that doftrine 
of divines is, namely, that God never fails to have baptifm adminiftered, either by the 
hands of men, as this was, or the miniitry of angels, to a heathen who jives a good 
moral life, according to the dilates of reafon and law of nature. This omfaii Ly 
wholly devoted himfelf to the fervice of God, and after providing for the maintenance 
of his family, all he and they could earn was bellowed upon our church, taking fpecial 
care of its neatnefs and decency, and of adorning the altars. 

Nor was this all God required of this his beloved fervant; for he fo inflamed his 
heart, that he applied himfelf to preach the faith of Chrift publicly, making the myftery 
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of the refurreftion the, ufual fubjecl of his difcourfe, whereby he attracted and con¬ 
verted abundance not only of the common fort, but feveral omfaiis; and though he 
was none of the molt learned, yet his fervour fo well fupplied that defeft, that among 
thofe who came to defire baptifm there was one of the moll learned and famous men 
of the kingdom, whofe authority, he himfelf proving the falfity of the heathen fefts, 
immediately increafed the harvell of the church. This inan therefore took upon him 
to oppofe the other gentiles, cafily confuting them, as being well acquainted with the 
grounds they went upon; hereby very much eafing our fathers, who not being fo 
well acquainted with their feels, could not fo well oppofe them. 

And in truth there was need of this afliftance; for there is fuch variety of omfaiis 
in that country, that it looks as if the devil had endeavoured among thefe gentiles to 
reprefent the beauty and variety of religious orders inlUtuted by holy men in the Ca¬ 
tholic church, their feveral habits anfwering their feveral profelfions; for fome are 
clad in white, others in black, fome in blue, and other colours ; fome living in com¬ 
munity, fome like curates, chaplains, canons, and prebends ; others profefs poverty, 
living upon alms ; others exercife the works of mercy, miniflering to the fick, either 
natural phyfic or magical charms, without receiving any reward.; others undertaking 
fome pious work, as building bridges or fuch other things for the public good, or 
erefting temples, and going about the kingdom, begging alms to this purpofe, even 
as far as the kingdom of Tonchin ; others teach the doftrine of their religion, who 
being very rich ' have public fchools, as univerfal mailers. There are alfo fome om¬ 
faiis who profefs the farrier’s trade, and compaflionately cure elephants, oxen and 
horfes, without aiking any reward, being fatisfied with any thing that is freely given 
them. Laftly, others look to the monafleries of women, who live in community, and 
admit of no man among them but the omfaii who looks after them, and they are all 
his wives. 

There are vail temples with beautiful towers and fleeples, nor is jhere any town, 
though never fo little, without a temple to worfliip its idols, which are generally very 
large ftatues with abundance of gold and filver fliut up in their breads or bellies, where 
nobody dares to touch it, till extreme neceffity obliges fome thief to gut the idol, with¬ 
out regard to fo great a facrilege as that is accounted among them ; and what is very 
remarkable, they have chaplets and firings of beads about their necks, and make fo 
many proteffions that they outdo the Chriftians in praying to their falfe gods. There 
are alfo among them fome perfons refembling abbots, bifliops, and avchbifhops, and 
they ufe gilt Haves not unlike our crofiers, infomuch that if any man come newly into 
that country, he might eafiiy be perfuaded there had been Chriftians there in former 
times: fo near has the devil endeavoured to imitate us. This will give us an oppor¬ 
tunity of here adding a chapter of the fefts in Cochin-China, to give fome light 
how we may draw that people out of fuch darknefs, and bring them into the light°of 
the gofpel, 

CHAP. VIII. — A Jhort Account of the Seal's In Cochin-China . 

THE end of all lefts is either the god they adore, or the glory and happinefs they 
expeft; fome believing the immortality of the foul, others concluding that all ends 
when the body dies. Upon thefe two principles the eaflern nations build all their 
leftsall which took their origin from a great metapbyfician of the kingdom of Siam, 
whofe name was Xaca, much more ancient than Ariftotle, and nothing inferior to him 
incapacity,, and the knowledge of natural things. The acutenefs of this man’s wit 
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exciting him to cotifider the nature and fabric of the world, reflecting on the beginning 
and end of all things, and particularly of human nature, the chief lady of this worldly 
palace ; he once went up to the top of,a mountain, and there attentively oblerving the 
moon, which rifing in the darknefs of the night, gently railed itfelf above the horizon 
to be hid again the next day in the fame darknefs, and the fun rifing in the morning 
to fet again at night, he concluded that moral as well as phyfical and natural things 
were nothing, came of nothing, and ended in nothing. Therefore returning home, he 
wrote feveral books and large volumes on this fubjeCl, entitling them, “ Of Nothing 
wherein he taught that the things of this world, by reafon of the duration and meafure 
of time, are nothing; for though they had exiftence, laid he, yet they would be nothing,- 
nothing at prefent, and nothing in time to come, for the prefent being but a moment, 
was the fame as nothing. 

His fecond argument he grounded on the compofition of things: let us inftance, 
faid he, a rope, which not being naturally diltinguifhed from its parts, inafmuch as 
they give its being and compofition, fo it appears that the rope as a rope is nothing j 
for as a rope it is no diftincfc thing from the threads it is compofed of, and the hemp 
has no other being but the elements whereof its fubftance confifts; fo that refolving 
all things after this manner into the elements, and thofe to a fort of materia prima 
and mere potentia, which is therefore actually nothing, he at lalt proved, that the 
heavenly things, as well as thofe under the heavens, were truly nothing ! 

In the fame manner did he argue as to moral things: that the natural happinefs 
of man did not confift in a pofitive concurrence of all that is good, which he looked 
upon as impoflible, but rather in being free from all that is evil, and therefore faid,, it 
was no other thing but to have no difeafe, pain, trouble, or the like; and for a man to 
have fuch power over his paffions as not to be fenlible of affe&ion or averfion, to 
honour or difgrace, want or plenty, riches or poverty, life or death, and that herein 
confided true beatitude: whence he inferred, that all thefe things being nothing', they 
took their origin as it were from a caufe not efficient but material, from a principle 
which in truth was nothing but an eternal, infinite, immenfe, immutable, almighty, and 
to conclude, a God that was nothing, and the origin of this nothing ! 

As a prelude or introduction to his feCt, this philofopher gave fame account of the 
making of the world under two metaphors. The one was that the world came out of 
an egg, which ftretched out fo vaftly that the heavens were made of the fliell; the air, 
fire and water of the white ; and of the yolk, the earth and all earthly things. The 
other metaphor he took from the body of avail great man, whom they call Banco, 
whom he would call Microcofm ; faying, that the mafs of the world came from him, 
his feuII extending to form the heavens, his two eyes making the fun and moon, his 
flefh the earth, his bones the mountains, his hair plants and trees, and his belly the 
fea ; and thus applying all the limbs and parts of man’s body to the fabric and orna¬ 
ment of the world, he added, that the other men fpread about all the world, were made 
of this great man’s lice! 

Having eftablifhed this doCtrine of nothing, he gathered fome fcholars, by whofe 
means he fpread it throughout all the eaft. But the Chinefe, who knew that a fe£t 
which reduced all things to nothing was hurtful to the government, would not hearken 
to it, nor allow there was no punifhment for wicked men, or that the happinefs of 
the good fhould be reduced only to the being free from fufferings in this world, and 
the authority of the Chinefe being fo great, others following their example rejected 
his doCtrine. Xaca diffatisfkd that he was dilappointed of followers,- changed his 
mind, and retiring wrote feyeral other great books, teaching that there was a real 
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origin of all things, a lord of heaven, hell, immortality, and tranfmigration of fouls 
from one body to another, better or worfe, according to the merits or demerits of 
the perfon; though they do not forget to aflign a fort of heaven and hell for the fouls 
of departed, exprefling the whole metaphorically under the names of things corporeal, 
and of the joys and fufferings of this world. 

This fecond doftrme being made public, the Chinefe received it, and above others 
the bonzes, who are generally the meaneft and moft inconfiderable people in Japan, 
who being zealous for their fpiritual advantage admitted this do&rine, and preferred 
it in twelve feveral forts of fefts all differing from one another, though that which is 
moft followed and efteemed is the opinion and fe£t that believes all to be nothing, 
which they call genfiu. Thefe fometimes go abroad into a field to hear a fermon, 
that is, a difcourfe of blifs made by a bonzo, who treats of no other fubjeft but to 
perfuade his congregation that human blifs is nothing, and that he is happy who 
values not whether he has children or no children, whether he is rich or poor, fick 
or well, and the like j and the bonzo preaches this doftrine with fuch ftrength of 
argument and vehemence, that the audience being fully bent upon the contempt 
of all things, which in themfelves they look upon as nothing, fuffering themfelves to 
be in a manner tranfported, they expreis their farisfaftion and happinefs in this man¬ 
ner, often crying out with a loud voice, “ xin, xin, xin,” that is, nothing, nothing, 
nothing, accompanying their voices with certain bits of boards they clap between 
the fingers of one hand, ftriking them together with the other (as boys play on 
their fnappers), and with this noife they are quite befide themfelves, as if they 
were drunk, and then they fay they have done an aft of blifs. The Japanefe and 

others making fo great account of this opinion of nothing, was the caufe that when 
Xaca the author of it approached his death, calling together his difriples, he 
protefted to them on the word of a dying man, that during the many years he had 
lived and ftudied, he had found nothing fo true, nor any opinion fo well grounded 
as was the feft of nothing; and though his fecond do&rine feemed to differ from 
it, yet they muft look upon it as no contradiction or recantation, but rather a proof 
and confirmation of the firft, though not in plain terms, yet by way of metaphors 
and parables, which might all be applied to the opinion of nothing, as would 
plainly appear by his books. 

But it is time to return to our Cochin-Chmefe, who not receiving this moft foolifh and 
vain doftrine, which denying the fubftantial form, reduces all things to nothing, they 
generally throughout all the kingdom hold the immortality of the foul, and confe- 
quently eternal rewards for the juft, and punifhments for the wicked, yet mixing a 
thoufand errors with thefe truths. The firft of which is, that they do not diftinguilh 
between the immortal foul and the demons, calling both by one and the fame name 
Maa, and attributing to them both the lame praftice of doing mifchief to the living 
'I he fecond is, that they aflign one of the rewards of the foul to be tranfmigration from 
one body to another more worthy, nobler, and in greater dignity; as from one of the 
common fort to a King, or great lord. The third, that the folds of the dead ftand 
in need of fuftenance and corporeal food, and therefore at certain times in the year 
according to their cuftom, the children make plentiful entertainments for their dead 
parents, men for their wives, and friends for their acquaintance departed, waiting a 
long time for the dead gueft to come and fit down at table to eat. We one day 
confuted thefe errors with arguments, which philofophers call a priori , and therefore 
told them, that the foul was a fpirit, and had no mouth or other material part to eat 
and therefore they were deceived to think they could feed. And then £ pojteriori, for 
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in cafe they did eat, the difhes would not be fo full after they had done as they were 
before. They laughed at thefe arguments, faying, thefe fathers know nothing ; and 
to folve both difficulties, anfwered, that meat confifled of two parts, one the iub dance, 
the other the accidents of quantity, quality, fmell, tafle and the like. The imma¬ 
terial fouls of the dead, faid they, taking only the fubflance of the meat, which 
being immaterial was proper fuftenance for the incorporeal fpirit, left only the acci¬ 
dents in the difhes, as they appear to our corporeal eyes, to which purpofe the dead had 
no need of corporeal parts, as we faid. Any wife man may by tills falfe anfwer difcover 
the acutenefs of the Cochin-Chinefe philofcphers, though they abfolutely err as to the 
reality of the argument. 

They alfo err in refpeft to the fouls ihemfelves, adoring thofe of men who were 
looked upon as holy in this world, adding them to the number of their idols, 
whereof their temples are full, placing orderly according to their feveral degrees, in 
rows along the fides of the temples, the leafi firft, and fo bigger and bigger till the 
laft are extraordinary.large. But the high altar being the moft honourable place in the 
temple is purpofely kept empty, behind which is a vacant dark fpace, to exprefs that 
he whom they adore as God, and on whom the pagods call, who like us were vifible 
and corporeal men, is invifible, wherein they think the greateft honour confifts. Such a 
multitude of idols, by them accounted gods, giving us occafion to endeavour to de¬ 
mon ftrate to them, that there can be but one only God ; they anfwered, they agreed 
to it, fuppofmg thofe that were placed along the fides of the temples, were not they 
that had created heaven and earth, but holy men whom they honoured, as we do the 
holy apoftles, martyrs, and confefTors, with the fame diflinflion of greater and leffer 
fanctity, as we affign among our faints. And therefore to corroborate their aflertion, 
they added, that the vacant dark place about the high altar, was the proper place of 
the creator of heaven and earth, who being invifible, and quite remote from our 
fenfes, could not be reprefented by vifible images of idols, but that under that vacuity 
and darknefs, due adoration was to be given him as to a thing inconiprehenfible, ufing 
the interceffion of the idols, that they may obtain favours and bleffmgs of him. And 
although, according to what has been hitherto faid, they feem to have an efficient and 
intellectual caufe for God, yet upon mature examination of the matter and their books, 
we find that they certainly adore a predominant element. 

CHAP. IX. — How God opened another Way to the Converfion of the meaner Sort by 

miraculous Means* 

IT remains that we Ihew how God a£ted conformably to the mean vulgar people of 
Cochin-China, who were accuftomed to fee phantoms, vifions, and apparitions, the 
devil often appearing to them, was pleafed to fhew fome miracles, to the end that de¬ 
clining in their opinion of diabolical prodigies, they might own the only Lord and An¬ 
gular worker of true wonders. The devils appear fo frequently among thofe 
heathens, that not to fpeak of the ox'acles they deliver by the mouth of idols, which 
are in great efteem among the wretched gentiles, they walk about the cities fo familial ly 
in human fhapes, that they are not at all feared, but admitted into company ; and this 
is carried fo far that there are abundance ot Incubi and Succubi. And among great 
people thofe hufbands account [hemfelves happy who know their wives to have fuch 
familiars; for generally they have to do with none but married women, publicly 
beading that they are worthy to mix with a nature fo much above their own as is the 

devils* It happened in my time, that a woman of great quality, mother of two fons 

who 
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who were Chriftians, envied by her neighbours, not fo much for her beauty, as for 
her dilhoneft familiarity with a devil, pofidvely refilling to become a Chriftian, hap¬ 
pened to die in labour, and by the afliftauce of the devil brought forth two eggs. 
Now it being held as moll certain among them, that the devilher Incubus was god of 
the rivers, they did not bury the body in a cave, building a chapel over it, as is the 
ufual cuftom, but carrying it in Folemn proceffion to a river, call it, into the deep, 
together with the two eggs, faying, (C let her go to the lord of the river lince fhe was 
worthy to have to do with him when living.” Among the common fort this filthinefs 
is not efleemedan honour, but they rather account it a grievous diftetnper when their 
women are thus molefted by the devil, as we fliould their being poffeffed. Thefe 
women therefore underftanding that the religion of the fathers was altogether oppolite 
to the devil, they imagined they might havefome medicine againft this difteraper, calling 
holy things, as the water of baptifm, Agnus Dei’s, and the like medicines, and there¬ 
fore came to our houfe to beg l'uch medicines j and by the grace of God all thofe that 
carried away with them any bit of Agnus Dei, were never more molefted by the devil, 
yet with this difference, that thofe who were not Chriftians faw the Incubus come to 
the bed-fide, bur had not power to lay hold on or touch their perfons, whereas the 
Chriftians perceived that he could not come near the chamber door, which oecafioned 
feveral to be baptized. 

Though tliefe lncubi devils appearing in human Ihapes do no harm to the body, yet 
foinetimes there are others that appear in horrid and frightful fhapes, and the Cochin- 
Cliinefe who have often feen, deferibe them after the fame manner as we paint them, 
for example, with a cock’s face, a long tail, a bat’s wings, a hideous look, bloody 
flaming eyes; and when they appear in fuch fhapes, they are much feared, being 
then generally hurtful to men, fometimes carrying them up to the tops of houfes to call 
them down headlong. We once heard a wonderful nolle of people in our ftreet, cry¬ 
ing out very loud, « Magui Maco,” that is, the devil in a monftrous lhape; where- 
upon feme gentiles came running to befeech, that as we had weapons againft thole 
evil Ipirits, we would go relieve thofe diftrelfed people who were infefted by them. 
Haying recommended ourfelves to God, and armed ourfelves with crofles, Agnus 
Deis and relics, two of us went to the place where the devil was, and came fo near, 
that we only wanted turning round a corner to be upon him, when he fuddenly 
vanimed, leaving three prints of feet upon the pavement, which I faw, and were above 
two fpans long, with the marks of a cock’s talons and fpurs. Some attributed the 
devils flying to the virtue of the holy crofs and relics we carried with us. 

Thefe frightful apparitions God has made ufe of to attract many to his holy faith, 
yet not denying them good vilions, as will appear, by the following accidents, which 
happened before me in that kingdom. The firft was, as we were one day in our own 
houie^ we faw a proeeifion of a vafl multitude of people in a field, making towards us, 
and wnen they came, being afked what they would have, they anfwered, that a rnoft beau- 
mid lady came from their land through the air, on a throne of bright clouds, who bid 
thvm go to that city, where they Ihouid find the fathers, who would fhew them the 
lure way to blifs, and the knowledge of the true God of heaven. This made us give 
thanks to the bleffed Virgin, whole great benefit this was acknowledged to be, and 
having catechized anu baptized the people, fent them home well pleafed. 

The fecond was at another time, F. Francis Buzome and I returning homeward 
together, fuch a multitude of people came to another place, who having paid us very 
much relpeft, told F. Francis Buzome, they were come to him to teach them what he 
promiied them the night before when he was in their town. Thtf father was aftoniflied 
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at their demand, having never been in the place they fpokeof; but examining into 
the matter, I found that God of his infinite mercy had caul’ed fome angel in the father’s 
fbape, or in a dream, had given thofe people fome knowledge of our holy faith. The 
fame of thefe miracles being fpread abroad. Inch numbers of people were converted, 
that the church given us by the governor was too little, and we were obliged to build 
one larger, his wife, children and kindred, with many other Chriftians, contributing 
towards it. 

CHAP. X. — Of the Churches and Chrijilara of Paifo , Turon and Cacchiam. 

F. FRANCIS de Pina being gone to Faifo, a city of the Japanefe, as before men¬ 
tioned, he there joined F. Peter Marques, and they did great fervice in that city. The 
latter, who was mafter of the Japanefe tongue, in a fliort time reformed fome of thofe 
Chriftians who were become libertines and kept women, and converted many pagans. 
The other, who underftood the language of" Cochin-China, made many Chriftians, 
and having convinced fome bonzos and omfaiis, by that means drew over many more 
to the holy faith ; fo that between the Japanefe and Cochin-Chinefe, that church for 
number and religious obfervance might be compared with many in Europe fuch was 
their piety, zeal, frequenting of the facraments, and other godly works. The church 
of Turon, which we mentioned in the fecond chapter of this book the heathens burnt 
down during the firft perfecution, was by God’s permiffion rebuilt by means of the 
fathers of the fociety, who gained many Chriftians in that city. 

Abundance of people were likcwife converted to our faith at Cacchiam; which 
good work was much forwarded by the Omgne, who, on account of the father’s 
foretelling the eclipfe fo certainly, as was before obferved, publicly affirmed there 
was no other true religion but that which the fathers taught. This was the ftate of 
affairs there, when I catne away out of that country for Europe, which was in the 
year 1632. 

Afterwards, by the annual letters fent me by ihofeffathers my companions left there 
cultivating that vineyard, I underftood that there were ftill about a tboufand converted 
and baptized in a year, and that Christianity flourifiied more than ever it had done, at 
Cacchiam particularly. But now of late they write, that the King had forbid any 
more becoming Chriftians, and threatened to expel the fathers out of the kingdom, 
becaufe the Portuguefe trade failed. Yet it pleafed God this perfecution went no further, 
the King being fatisfied, provided one of the fathers went away to Macao, to endeavour 
to perfuade the Portuguefe to continue the trade, as it feems was afterwards 
done; fo that things are now quiet, and the fathers continue gaining new Chriftians 
as they did at firft. 

CIIAP. XI. — Of the Kingdom of Tunchim. 

WHEN the fuperiors of Macao fent me into Cochin-China, they told me they did 
not abfolutely intend 1 fliould continue in that mi Hi on, but only to learn the language, 
that I might afterwards difeover the kingdom of lunchim. For this realon, during 
the five years I dwelt there, I almoft made it my bufinefs to enquire into and obtain 
certain information of the affairs of that kingdom, the language being the fame, as 
formerly it was but one kingdom. 1 will therefore mention as much of t as any way 
concerns Cochin-China, which has fome dependence upon r i unchitn, and this accord- 
vox.. ix. J n ing 
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ing to the accounts given me by natives of Tunchim, who came to the province of 
Pulucambi, where I refilled moft part of my time; the reft I will leave to the news we 
fhall receive from our fathers, who are there Hill making further difeoveries. 

This kingdom, befides Cochin-China, which belongs to it, contains four other 
provinces, all extending equally in length and breadth. In the very centre of them is 
the royal city of Tunchim, from which the whole kingdom takes its name; there 
the court is kept and the King refides, being encompalVed on all fides by thofe four 
provinces, compofing a fquare four times as big as Cochin-China. On the eaft fide of 
this kingdom is the gulf of Ainam, into which falls a great and navigable river that 
runs down eighteen leagues from the city Tunchim, and Japanefe fliips called fonks go 
;up it. This river generally overflows twice a year, in June and November, drowning 
almoft half the city, but it does not laft long. On the fouth are the frontiers of Sinuva, 
the court of Cochin-China, as has been already obferved. On the north of it is China, 
without the defence of a wall, the trade and commerce between the Chinefe and Tun- 
■chimefe being fo mutual and conftanr, that it will not allow of walls and gates lhut as 
they are again/!; other foreigners. This is the reafon that induces the fathers of the 
fociety to attempt the entrance into China that way, knowing they fliall not on this fide 
meet with all thofe impediments that ft rangers meet with throughout all the reft of 
the kingdom, and more efpecially about Canton. Laftly, on the weft it borders on 
the kingdom of Lais, into which F. Alexander Rhodes of Avignon made his way 
through Cochin-China: and this kingdom I am of opinion cannot but border upon 
that of Tibet, newly difeovered ; which I am apt to believe, as well by reafon of the 
extent and length of the land of Tibet and borders of Lais, as by the greatnefs and 
compafs of thefe two kingdoms, it feerns impoffible that any other land jfhould lie 
betwixt them ; as all'o much more on account of what the fame fathers who were there, 
relate of Tibet, who report that the fartheft province of Tibet eaftward borders upon 
and trades with a people who fell them raw filk and fine diflies, like thofe of China, 
and fuch like commodities, which we know Tunchim abounds in, and fell them to 
the Laiis. 

As to the government of this kingdom it is hereditary, and ruled as follows: — The 
fupreme regal dignity refides in one they call Buna ; but he of himfelf does nothing 
at all, every thing being left to his favourite, whom they call Chiuua, whofe power is 
fo abfolute both in peace and war, that he is come by degrees to own no fuperior; 
the Buna remaining in his royal palace, quite cut off from all management of the 
public affairs, fatisfied with an exterior refpect due to him as a fort of facred perfon, 
and with the authority of making laws, and confirming all edicts. When the Chiuua 
dies, he always endeavours to have his fon fucceed him in the government; but for 
the moft part it falls out that the tutors of thofe fons afpiring themfelves to that dignity, 
endeavour to murder them, and by that means poffefs themfelves of the dignity of 
Chiuua. 

The Chiuua’s power is fo great, that, agreeable to the largenefs of the kingdom, he 
is able to bring into the field three or four times the number of men as the King of 
Cochin-China, whofe army, as mentioned above, amounts to eighty thoufand men. 
Nor is it any difficult matter for the Chiuua, as often as he pleafes to ra'ife three hundred 
thoufand armed men or more, becaufe the chief lords of his kingdom, fuch as among us, 
dukes, marquiffes, and earls, are obliged in time of war to furnifti them at their own 
cxpence. The Buna’s ftrength is not above forty thoufand men for his guard. Yet 
he is always owned as fuperior to the Chiuua of Tunchim by the King of Cochin-China, 

8 and 


AN ACCOUNT OF COCHIN-CHINA. 


837 

and by that other Ghiuua \vc obferved in the firft book to be fled into the province 
bordering upon China, though thefe are continually at war again ft one another; 
and the King of Lais bordering upon Tunchim pays him a certain tribute. 

Therefore when we fay this crown is hereditary, it is to be underftood only in 
reference to the Buna, whofe children always fucceed, the royal race being continued 
in his family. This is as much as I thought fit briefly to fay of the kingdom of 
Tunchim, from what I could learn of it till my return into Europe. 

Since then 1 have been informed, that F. Julian Baldinotte, an Italian born at Piftoria 
in Tufcany, was fent into that kingdom to make fame way for the gofpel, and arrived 
from Macao at the city Tunchim after a month’s fail. As to what the faid father 
found in that country, what parted between the King and him, the foleranity of his 
reception, and the firft foundation he laid for Chriftianity, I refer the reader to the 
account given lately by that father himfelf; and we are ftill expecting frefh advices 
from the other fathers, as F. Peter Marques, a Portuguefe, and F, Alexander Rhodes of 
Avignon, who we faid before had been in Cochin-China, and arejhere ftill gaining 
Chriltians. We therefore hope both thefe kingdoms of Tunchim and Cochin-China 
will foon be united to the flock of the church, acknowledging and giving the 
due obedience to t'he univerfal pallor and vicar of Chrill our Lord on earth. 

The Condufton. 

IT is impoffible but that fuch as have leaft inclination to the difcovery of the world, 
and are moll affected to their own countries and homes, mull be excited by this Ihoit 
account to defire to fee not only the variety but the truth of fuch ftrange things, 
which, though they be not fupernatural, may yet be termed miracles of nature. Such 
are thofe l have mentioned I faw in Cochin-China, a land as to its climate and x 
feafons of the year habitable, on account of the fruhfulnefs of its foil abounding in 
provifions, fruit, birds and bealts, and the fea in choice and delicious fifh ; and moft 
healthy becaufe of the excellent temperature of the air, infomuch that thele people do 
not yet know what the plague is. It is rich ill gold, filver, filk, calamba, and other 
things of great value, fit for trade 011 account of the ports and refort of all nations $ 
peaceable becaufe of their loving, generous and fweet difpofition ; and laftly fccure, 
not only by the valour and .bravery of the Cochin-Chinefe, accounted fuch by other 
countries, and their ftore of arms, and (kill in managing them; but even by nature, 
which has inclofed it on the one fide by the fea, and on the other by the rocky alps 
and uncouth mountains of the Kemois. This is that part of the earth called Cochin- 
China which wants nothing to make it a part of heaven, but that God fliould lend 
thither a great many of his angels, fo St. John Chryfoftom calls apoftolical men, and 
preachers of the gofpel. How eafily would the faith be fpread abroad in this kingdom 
of Cochin-China, where there are not thofe difficulties which we fathers of the fociety 
difperfed about the ealt meet with in other countries; for there is no need here of 
being difguifed or concealed, thefe people admitting all ftrangers into their kingdom, 
and being well pleated that every one fliould live according to his own religion. Nor 
is it neccflary before preaching to ipend many years in ftudying their letters and 
hieroglyphics, as the fathers in China do, for here it is enough to learn the language, 
which as has been mentioned is fo eafy, that a man may preach in a year, I he 
people are not fliy, nor do they fliun ftrangers, as is practifed in other eaflei n nations, 
but make much of them, are pleated with their perfons, prize their commodities, and 
«ommend their doftrine. 
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They do not lie under that great impediment to receiving the grace of the gofpei, 
that is, the fm of fodomy* and others contrary to nature* which is frequent in all 
the other eaftern countries* the very* name of which the Goehm-Chinefe naturally 
abhor. In fhort, thefe people may very eafily be taught the principal myfteries of 
our holy faith y they, as we have fhewn; in a manner adoring but one only God, 
accounting the idois as inferior faints, allowing the immorality of the foul, eternal 
pimiftiments for the wicked, and blifs for the juft, tiling temples, facrifiees, proceffions, 
fo that changing the objects, it would be eafy to introduce the true worftup* That 
there will be no difficulty in making out the myftery of the holy eucbarift may appeal* 
by the diftinfHon they make between the accidents and fubftance of the meat they 
provide for the dead, as before mentioned in this fecond book* All thefe things 
inflame the minds of the children of the fociety, who, though reclufe and flmt up in 
the colleges and provinces of Europe, have an ardent deli re to convert the world* 
And though many of them put it in practice with the a Alliance of the holy fee apof- 
tolic, which with a fatherly care relieves the miffion of Japan, as alfo by his catholic 
majefty King Philip, and his council of the Indies, who fo frequently with incredible 
bounty fupply the Eafl and Weft Indies with inimfters of the gofpei ; yet it is inipof- 
fble that thefe two great pillars, which fupport other mighty weights, and bear 
almoft all the world on their /boulders, can fufficiently fupply all that daily occurs 
and is difcovered. I therefore truft in God that his divine providence will rouze up 
fome generous foul, inflamed w|th the zeal of God’s honour, to fend and maintain 
feme evangelical minifters, who, fatisfied with a religious and poor fuftenance, may 
convey the food of the gofpei, not only throughout Cochin-China, but unto the great 
kingdom of Punching founding a church and Chriftian flock that may be compared 
with the moil renowned in the world. 
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